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Preface This collection of papers is an outcome of a conference, 
entitled Shelter, Women, and Development: First and 
Third World Perspectives, held at the University of 
Michigan's College of Architecture and Urban Plan­
ning, May 5-7, 1992. The organizers (faculty col­
leagues, graduate students, and I) wanted to underscore 
the importance of shelter for women's development in a 
cross-national, multicultural context. We believed that 
comparisons and contrasts between First and Third 
World women's realities and their needs for housing, or 
shelter, as it is referred to in the Third World, might 
provide new insights into an issue that had received too 
little attention from policy makers around the world. 

Our original plan for this conference was quite modest: 
to bring together a handful of established researchers 
who would present their current thoughts on the 
relationship between housing and women's develop­
ment. In discussions with students in the architecture 
and planning programs at the University of Michigan, 
the idea of putting out a call for papers and soliciting 
new and ongoing work on this topic began to appear 
more exciting. It was clear that the literature on the 
specific topic of shelter and women's development was 
not extensive and work encompassing First and Third 
World situations was virtually nonexistent. We issued a 
call for papers to ascertain the level of interest in the 
subject. The call was designed to get the attention not 
just of academics but also of professional practitioners 
in architecture and urban planning, activists, and those 
involved in delivery of services to unsheltered women. 
In addition to papers, visual and project-related contri­
butions were solicited to highlight the shelter-related 
products of practitioners and artists.' This emphasis on 
the visual and tangible seemed appropriate for a 
conference on housing to be hosted by a professional 
school of architecture and planning and convened in a 
building shared with a school of art. 

The seventy or so abstracts and the numerous expres­
sions of interest in the exhibit that we received con­
firmed that many people are working in various aspects 
of this topic. They also illustrated (as reflected by the 
contributions to this volume) the variety and diversity of 
approaches being taken. In all, over fifty-five presenta­
tions were made at the conference. The exhibit included 
display boards on built projects and organizations, 
photography, paintings, sculptures, videos, and poetry. 
These formal presentations and the numerous informal 
discussions that took place, some into the early hours of 
the morning, particularly in the campus housing where 
many participants were lodged, indicated that the 
conference was an unequivocal success in establishing 
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a dialogue between those working on this topic in the 
First and Third Worlds. Observing the more than two 
hundred people involved with the event was gratifying 
to the organizers. Immediately following the conference 
several participants reported that they had experienced 
the gathering as "empowering." They used words such 
as "inspiring," "exciting," and "important" to describe 
their involvement. Recent graduates of our program 
have written to me to say that their work on the confer­
ence was the most formative and challenging experience 
in their years here. From a pedagogic and conscious­
ness-raising perspective, it seems clear that this confer­
ence was a significant undertaking. We hope that others 
like it will follow. 

The quantity of presentations and the range and diversity 
of the case evidence made visible a critical mass of 
individuals working on this topic. The discussions 
brought to focus the idea that a gendered approach to the 
provision of shelter can help to bring about development 
for women. Besides enhancing our understanding of the 
substantive and conceptual terrain, they revealed 
strategies effective in furthering women's development 
through the provision of appropriate shelter. These 
proceedings reflect one of the major virtues of this 
particular conference, the many different perspectives. 
To acknowledge, indeed to celebrate, the diversity of 
views expressed at this gathering, this volume presents 
as many of the contributions as possible, reflecting our 
continuing commitment to maintain the inclusive nature 
of the conference. Contrasting and diverse ways of 
looking and thinking about the topic were given a forum 
for expression. As a result, the papers included here 
vary greatly in length, style, and intent. The authors 
range from entry-level graduate students to distinguished 
policy makers, professionals, and academics with many 
years of experience in related work. The consequence is 
some unevenness in substantive content and the aca­
demic apparatus provided in the various papers. Given 
the scarce resources (financial, time, and person power) 
available to bring this work to the point of publication, I 
had little recourse but to publish the papers more or less 
as the authors had submitted them. Despite the lack of 
total consistency in format or completeness of the 
citations, my hope is that this is a stimulating and useful 
contribution to this subject. 

Editing has also been kept to a minimum to maintain the 
different voices of contributors. Two contributions, both 
from Africa, have been included, even though the 
authors were not at the conference. One (Scamecchia) 
was unable to attend and the other (Oruwari) was denied 
a visa to enter the U.S.A. Some significant verbal 

presentations, for which written papers were not 
submitted, were summarized from video recordings by 
the theme moderators. They have been presented as 
such under the theme moderators' authorship (Khan by 
Aliyar, Gillette and Snyder by Bergholz). All the 
sessions were videotaped to document the event, but 
there are no plans at present to edit these recordings. 

In the interest of sharing information and facilitating 
networking, the conference program, a list of registered 
conference participants, and a list of books submitted by 
publishers and displayed in a book stall in the exhibit 
have been included in Appendices A, B, and C, respec­
tively. The organizers of this conference believe that the 
discussion deserves to be continued. We therefore invite 
an other institution to take up this initiative and host a 
follow-up conference. The information and experience 
we obtained from our efforts in hosting this conference 
at the University of Michigan are ~vailable to help 
facilitate such an effort. 

Hemalata C. Dandekar 

Conference Chair 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, May 1993 

Note 

1 The resulting exhibit took on a life of its own under the able 
guidance of two members of the architecture faculty, Professors 
Melissa Harris and Elizabeth Williams. By featuring projects and 
buildings, the exhibit complemented the conference and provided a 
unique view ofthe action and practice component of effort in this 
arena. The exhibit has been documented and received recognition 
elsewhere, including prestigious awards from Interiors (January, 1993) 
and the Association of the Collegiate Schools of Architecture. A list 
of contributors and the titles of their exhibits can be found in the 
conference program in Appendix A. A monograph documenting the 
exhibit and making the work accessible to policy makers, pmctitioners, 
academics, and designers is currently in progress. 
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