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Any brief overview of the demograph
i c a n d e c o n o m i c f o r c e s p r o p e l l i n g 
growth in the U . S.­Me xico bo rder re­
g ion arou nd the city of Tecate re vea ls
t h a t t h i s i s a re g i o n t h a t i s u n d e r
t reme ndo us pre s s ure of cha nge. The 
editor of El Bordo, Retos de Frontera, a
websi te w here nu merou s scholar ly ar ­
t i c les are p resen ted by acad emics and
investigators, (Ungerleider Kepler, un­
dated), describes the rationale for this
effor t a s follows: “ Creemos que exi ste
una gra n necesi dad, aquí en la front era
norte de nuestra nación, de estudios y tra­
bajos serios de investigación que puedan
escl are cer y/o cuest ionar l a complej a re­
alidad socio­económica y política que es­
tamo s viv ien do. Por tanto, lo que pre­
tendemos es fomentar la discusión, el de­
bate y el diálogo en torno a los problemas
que nos concier nen com o a ca dé micos y
front er izos.” ( We believe that a majo r 
necessi ist s , here o h nor t her n 
border nation, fo es and se­
riou s w of inve s ti t hat are 
a b l e t o f y a n d / o r s t i o n t h e
complete socio­economic and political
reali ty [in which] we a re liv i ng. Cer ­
t ainly, what we propose i s to fom en t
discussion, debate, and dialogue regard­
ing the problems that concern us as ac­
ademics and inhabitants of the border.” 
T h e r e a r e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e s e 
c h a n g e s f o r t h e q u a l i t y o f h o u s i n g
an d the q ua lit y of life enj oyed by res­
id ents in the U.S.­Mexi co b orde r and 
a wind ow of oppor tu n i t y to s et i n
place regulation, guidelines, incentives
an d a s s i stan ce to p rotect wha t a cit y
such a s Tecate enjoys cur re ntly. T here
are additional forces related to culture,
i d e n t i t y, a s e n s e o f b e l o n g i n g , a n d
ownership as well as security which also
have grea t im p lica tion f or the k i nd of
housing individuals, families and com­
m uniti es cho s e to live i n a nd bui ld.
Some of these are explored here with a
vi e w to det er mining thei r impor ta nce
an d i mpli cat i on s i n bui lding sustain­
ab le housin g.
The cultural identity of the Mexicans
continu es to b e discusse d s ome 5 00
years after the Spanish conquest. The
q u es t io n i s ver y m u c h ali ve i n t h e
border region, where most of the pop­
ulation arrived as recently as the1950s.
This is particular true of the population
in the western states of Baja California,
Sonora and Chihuahua. Local culture 
a nd t radit ions in this regio n c onsi s t 
lar gely of a mi x of several cu ltures 
b ro u g ht by t h e n e w i m m i gr a nt s t o 
this region. The result is often in con­
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