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In 2018, the United States generated 600 million tons of construction and demolition waste (CDW) which was more than twice the
amount of municipal solid waste produced. Excessive CDW puts a burden on already scarce landfills as well as the environment and
the health of its inhabitants. The zero waste concept emerged as an innovative solution to CDW and refers to the elimination of waste

throughout construction activity. Fully adopting a zero waste project has since been perceived as highly difficult to initiate and
maintain since its inception. This paper has determined the top 5 causes of construction waste and established that the commercial
construction industry is prepared to adopt zero waste strategies in the next 5 years in California. The top 3 causes of construction waste

were poor site management, lack of coordination between parties, and inadequate planning.The findings were determined through a

survey of 38 construction professionals in the commercial construction industry in California.
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1.1am familiar with the concept of zero waste.

2. Applying good and effective waste management practicesis time
corsuming.
3. Applyirg good and effective waste management practices leads
to an increase in money spent for the overall project.
4.1am willing to prioritize my project’s progress over minimizing
waste.

S.1am aware of the amount of waste generated from my current
project(s).
6.1am familiar with where the materials for my project(s) are
coming from (supply chain).

7.1am familiar with how much material goes into the landfill for my
current project(s).

B.1am familiar with how much material goes into recycling for my
current project{s)

9.1am preparedto establish good ard efficient waste management

practices for a zero-waste conaept project in the next 5 years.
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