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about me
My name is Mia Lew and 
I am a queer, Graphic 
Communication major 
with a concentration 
in Management and 
a minor in Event Plan-
ning and Experience 
Management. 
Cal Poly SLO has truly 
educated me through 
hands on work and 
experience, and gave 
me the tools and knowl-
edge to create, plan, 
and manage any future event or project. 
Being queer in a predominantly straight school is a huge under-
taking and while Cal Poly has not done much to make it better, 
my classes have taught me how to communicate a message and 
build my own community around it. All of which I have done while 
being here. I hope to continue to use my skills in management, 
graphic communication, and event planning to create more safe 
spaces for gay and queer people alike. 
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abstract
With the government continually obstructing queer 
education in public schools, it becomes harder and 
harder for queer people to understand themselves 
then in turn, have the tools to explain what they 
are going through to others. This is a problem, but 
in turn an opportunity. While there is queer litera-
ture and children’s books out there, they typically 
only encompass one story or one view on queer-
ness. Thus, this projects main goal is to encom-
pass queerness as a whole through using as many 
LGBTQ+ words as possible, peoples stories under 
each word, historical graphics, highlights on the in-
ternationality of queerness, pronoun button pins a 
sticker sheet and more.
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problem
statement
Currently, intersectional, 
inclusive, and well rounded 
LGBTQ+ media and literature 
is almost non existent and 
completely underrepresented 
in the main stream.
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project objectives

Content
Content for an LGBTQ+ dictionary is very important and 
arguably the most important aspect of this project. To 
retain high quality content, I checked in with other LGBTQ+ 
members about the content of the book and effectively 
explained my ideas to get feedback. Another key aspect is 
to ensure content is easy to understand, have no typos, and 
contain proper citation.

Design
A big goal in terms of design for this project is to make it 
approachable, something a child would like to pick up. 
I want to push myself to create a dictionary that is easy 
to read and skim through. Although overall, I want to use 
design to highlight the highs and lows of being queer in a 
straight society.

Project management
Through this project I want to demonstrate my abilities in 
planning, management, and execution through the creation 
of a well rounded LGBTQ+ book. Time management, project 
organization, planning, and effective communication also 
come into play. To obtain my goals I will follow my timelines 
and complete tasks and milestones
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timeline

April

May

June

Phase 1
Background Research
Accumulating content

Phase 2
Created google form 
Marketed The Queer Dictionary
Branding guidelines
Marketing at Queer Prom

Phase 3
Created page layout
Added color and design to the Queer 
Dictionary
Researched more information about non 
western cultures to add to dictionary 
Peer review and feedback
Sticker page
Button pins
Completed PDF of the Queer Dictionary
Mockups
Process book
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process
Research 
One of the key aspects to this project was making sure all 
of the information was correct and accurate. While there 
is a lot of information online about the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, not all of it is accurate or politically correct, and some 
definitions are just hard to find. Right now on the market, 
there are little to no queer books and the ones that do 
exist only explain single aspects of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity. In addition to this, when getting feedback, I was told 
to include non western queer language because many 
people today are unaware that queer people have existed 
for generations in places away from the US. Thus, much 
of my time went towards finding reputable sources and  
researching other cultures. 

Stories
This book is special because it not only contains definitions, 
but stories under the words from my queer peers to give 
context to each word, possibly bring more understanding. To 
accumulate these stories I created a google form containing 
every word and definition possible. This was marketed online 
and at the Queer Prom where people could input their own 
stories under as many words as they wanted.
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Design 

The design started with a Pinterest mood board. Once I got 
the colors and shapes down, I moved to finding a serif type-
face that was bold and blocky. There have not been many 
creatively designed dictionaries created, thus there were 
little examples to go off of with so much text. From there I 
created the branding guidelines and used graphics I created 
to make the logo and cover page. I used this same brand-
ing all throughout the dictionary. In terms of page layout I 
did a two column grid and used real dictionary examples to 
figure out how to divide and layout all of the text. Once all of 
the main content was input and properly incorporated into 
the design, I made graphics with quotes, history blurbs, and 
cultural information using the branding guidelines. These 
graphics were used to help break up the text and give your 
eyes a break from the definitions. Lastly, once the file for 
the book was completed, I once again used the branding 
guidelines to create a sticker book and button pins. These all 
used similar graphics as seen in this process book, and type 
that aligns with the dictionary. The added pins and sticker 
page were created to help entice more people and children 
specifically to pick up the book and read about queer life 
and culture.

process



11 

Pinterest Mood Board
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success criteria

Create an end product with a 
variety, if not all queer terms

Encapsulate a story or a queer part 
of history within the different terms

The book is approachable and can be 
understood by almost all ages

Feedback from my queer peers
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results
While there is more to be done post project such as 
getting hard and soft covers printed, printing the 
sticker page, and getting button pins made and in-
serted I am very happy with how much I was able to 
get done in a 13 week period. Throughout this time 
I have been able to create a well rounded, compre-
hensive dictionary with 100+ words and over 40 
different stories from people all over. I think I was 
really able to encompass who the queer commu-
nity is and what we have to offer. I want people to 
know us and our stories, and through this complet-
ed dictionary I was able to share and communicate 
many different perspectives and ways of life.
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deliverables

branding guidelines

Typefaces

Transat Text standard 
Transat Text standard oblique
Transat Text medium
Transat Text medium oblique
Transat Text bold
Transat Text bold oblique
Transat Text black
Transat Text black oblique
alfarn regular

C=82
M=57

M=87
Y=67

M=17
Y=87

M=4
Y=8

Color Palette
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deliverables

the queer dictionary (1)
The Queer Dictionary mockup

64

Z
65

Z
ZE/ZIR /“zee”, “zerr” or “zeer”/ alternate pronouns that are 
gender neutral and preferred by some trans* people. They replace 
“he” and “she” and “his” and “hers” respectively. Alternatively 
some people who are not comfortable/do not embrace he/she use 
the pronouns “they/their” as a gender neutral singular pronoun.

map of gender diverse cultures

FOR MORE INFORMATION HEAD TO: 

HTTPS://WWW.PBS.ORG/INDEPENDENTLENS/CONTENT/TWO-SPIRITS_MAP-HTML/

Example page
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QPOC/QTPOC abbr.: initialisms that stand for queer people 
of color and queer and/or trans people of color.

QUARIWARMI (INCA, PERU) In pre-colonial Andean 
culture, the Incas worshipped the chuqui chinchay, a dual-gen-
dered god. Third-gender ritualattendants or shamans performed 
sacred rituals to honor this god. The quariwarmi shamans wore 
androgynous clothing as "a visible sign of a third space thatne-
gotiated between the masculine and the feminine, the present 
and thepast, the living and the dead. Their shamanic presence 
invoked theandrogynous creative force oft en represented in 
Andean mythology," according to scholar Michael J. Horswell. 
They were deemed sodomites by the conquering Spaniards.

QUEER /” kweer”/ adj.: an umbrella term to describe individ-
uals who don’t identify as straight and/or cisgender. 2 noun: a 
slur used to refer to someone who isn’t straight and/or cisgen-
der. Due to its historical use as a derogatory term, and how it is 
still used as a slur in many communities, it is not embraced or 
used by all LGBTQ people. The term “queer” can oft en be used 
interchangeably with LGBTQ (e.g., “queer people” instead of 
“LGBTQ people”).
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: Queer has been the most honest way to 
label my sexuality because it encompasses all of the labels I feel that I 
could identify with but are not perfect expressions of who I am. - Olivia 
Elman (She/Her) 2 I LOVE the term queer. I have a complicated identity 
and it's exhausting having to give people a vocabulary lesson or suff er 
the blank stares every time I mention my identity. It is much more conve-
nient to just say I'm queer and move on. I also love that being queer is a 
politically radical act. In the 90s, when there was a shift  in gay activism 
towards assimilation and the narrative was "we're just like you," trans 
people and anyone who didn't fi t into a neat and tidy box that could be 
palatable and marketable to cishet people were thrown under the bus. 
At that time, queer activists scooped up everyone thrown aside and said 
"fuck you, we're not assimilating, we're not going to try and be palatable 
to cishets. We're here, we're queer, get used to it." Being queer means 
uprooting the system and changing the game, and I could not love it more. 
- Lily Abells (They/Them)

QUESTIONING /” kwes-chuh-ning”/ verb & adj.: an individ-
ual who or time when someone is unsure about or exploring their 
own sexual orientation or gender identity.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: I believe everyone should get to question the 
heteronormative standards placed on us at birth. It doesn’t mean you have 
to be queer but it’s good and necessary to be able to explore yourself and 
fi nd out who you really are. - Elise Monroe (She/Her)

Queer has been the 
most honest way to label 
my sexuality because it 
encompasses all of the 
labels I feel that I could 
identify with but are not 
perfect expressions of 
who I am.

41

L
LESBIAN /”lez-bee-uhn”/ noun & adj.: women and non binary 
people who are primarily attracted romantically, erotically, and/
or emotionally to other women and non binary people.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: The lesbian label feels so welcoming, I feel 
understood. I no longer have to pretend I can simply be. Its a breath of 
fresh air. - Anonymous (They/She)

LGBTQI+ abbr.: shorthand or umbrella terms for all folks who 
have a non-normative (or queer) gender or sexuality, there are 
many diff erent initialisms people prefer. LGBTQ is Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transgender and Queer and/or Questioning (sometimes 
people at a + at the end in an eff ort to be more inclusive.

LHAMANA (ZUNI) The two-spirit Zuni tradition is known as 
lhamana, in which a person lives as both genders simultaneously. 
They play a key role in society as mediators, priests, and artists, 
and perform both traditional women's work (pottery and craft s) 
as well as traditional men's work (hunting). The most famous 
example was We'wha, who served as the Zuni ambassador to 
the United States, who spent six months in Washington, D.C. 
where she was feted enthusiastically by the establishment who 
probably had no idea she wasn't born female.

LIPSTICK LESBIAN /”lip-stik lez-bee-uhn”/ noun: usually 
refers to a lesbian with a feminine gender expression. Can be 
used in a positive or a derogatory way. Is sometimes also used 
to refer to a lesbian who is assumed to be straight.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: Although I don’t think of myself as one, I’ve 
been identifi ed as a lipstick lesbian because I look pretty straight. It’s 
almost like a fun party trick when I tell people I have a girlfriend. - Elise 
Monroe (She/Her) 2 This is how I have seen myself since I was in elemen-
tary/ junior high. Without lipstick lesbians in media I would have listened 
to other people telling me gay women are “supposed” to be masculine and 
that if you were femme you secretly were straight. Lipstick lesbians paved 
the way for me <3 - Anonymous (They/She)

Without lipstick lesbians in 
media I would have listened 
to other people telling me 
gay women are “supposed” 
to be masculine and that 
if you were femme you 
secretly were straight. 

The lesbian label feels 
so welcoming, I feel 
understood. I no longer 
have to pretend I can simply 
be. Its a breath of fresh air.

example pages
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drag faq!
Can anyone be a drag performer?
Yes! Drag itself is a political statement. Drag Queen Monét 
X Change  states, “when you step out of your apartment in 
the Bronx, or in Hell’s Kitchen, or Tulsa, Oklahoma in drag, 
you’re saying f—k the patriarchy and gender norms." Drag 
is an art form and performing of gender. Everyone is nega-
tively impacted by societal expectations of gender. We 
all have something to share through drag whether you be a 
male, female, non binary or genderless! Gender is a construct 
so why not play around with it!

Who was the fi rst drag perfromer? 
William Dorsey Swann! Born in Maryland in 1860, Swann 
endured slavery, the Civil War, racism, police surveillance, 
torture behind bars, and many other injustices. But beginning 
in the 1880s, they not only became the fi rst American activ-
ist to lead a queer resistance group; they also became, in the 
same decade, the fi rst known person to dub himself a “queen 
of drag”—or, more familiarly, a drag queen.

When was the fi rst drag show? 
The danger and segregation of bars in the 1920s paved the 
way for drag balls. The fi rst drag ball goes as far back as 1867, 
when both males and females at the Hamilton Lodge in Harlem 
dressed up and competed for awards for the best gown or femi-
nine fi gure. The drag ball tradition goes back to the ‘20s — 
minus the voguing we see today. They were oft en house parties 
where Black queer people would congregate together.

33

HETERONORMATIVITY /”het-er-uh-nawr-muh-tiv”/
noun: the assumption, in individuals and/or in institutions, 
that everyone is heterosexual and that heterosexuality is 
superior to all other sexualities. Leads to invisibility and 
stigmatizing of other sexualities: when learning a woman is 
married, asking her what her husband’s name is. Heteronor-
mativity also leads us to assume that only masculine men and 
feminine women are straight.

HETEROSEXISM /”het-er-uh-sek-siz-uhm”/ noun: behavior 
that grants preferential treatment to heterosexual people, rein-
forces the idea that heterosexuality is somehow better or more 
“right” than queerness, and/or makes other sexualities invisible.

HETEROSEXUAL/STRAIGHT /”het-er-uh-sek-shoo-
uhl”/ adj. : experiencing attraction solely (or primarily) to some 
members of a diff erent gender.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: It is not a crime to be straight. Straight 
people certainly enjoy lots of privilege, but we shouldn’t demonize people 
for who they are attracted to (this goes both ways). Awareness of privi-
lege, of course, is essential. - Sloane (They/She)

HIJRA (SOUTH ASIA) In South Asian cultures including 
India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, hijras are physiological males 
who adopt feminine gender identity, women's clothing and other 
feminine gender roles. In the past the term referred to eunuchs 
or those born intersex or with indeterminate genitalia. Most 
hijra do not consider themselves to be men or women or trans-
gender, but a distinct third gender. A tradition of castration 
still exists but is no longer requisite to be recognized as a hijra. 
Though Hijras used to have high status as priestesses, they now 
generally live on the margins of society and many are forced to 
survive by begging or sex work. In India per Hindu mythology, 
hijras represent thehalf-male, half-female image of Shiva — an 
image symbolic of a being that is ageless and sexless. Hijras 
have a long recorded history in the Indian subcontinent, from 
the Mughal Empire period onwards. Many hijras live in well-de-
fi ned, organized, all-hijra communities, led by a guru. (The word 
hijra is originally from Urdu, but has been adopted into Hindi. 
In Urdu, it is considered an epithet, and the term Khwaja Saraa 
is used instead). During the era of the British Raj, authorities 
attempted to eradicate hijras, whom they saw as "a breach of 
public decency." Also during British rule in India they were placed 
under the Criminal Tribes Act1871 and labeled a "criminal tribe," 
hence subjected to compulsory registration, strict monitoring 
and stigmatized for a long time, aft er independence however 
they were decriminalized in 1952, though the stigma continues.
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HOMOPHOBIA /”hoh-muh-foh-bee-uh”/ noun: an umbrella 
term for a range of negative attitudes (e.g., fear, anger, intoler-
ance, resentment, erasure, or discomfort) that one may have 
toward LGBTQ people. The term can also connote a fear, disgust, 
or dislike of being perceived as LGBTQ.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: Something everyone in the queer commu-
nity has experienced to some extent at some point in their life and 
its honestly terrifying when you do, but as you get older you learn 
how to cope with it and react in an appropriate manner. - Anony-
mous (He/Him/His) 2 I was internally homophobic for the major-
ity of my young life because I was raised in an environment where 
that wasn’t ok. I didn’t care what others did but when it came to 
myself I thought, “there’s no way I could be gay”. Boy was I wrong, 
I just wish little me could see where I am now. - Elise Monroe (She/Her)

HOMOPHOBIC /”hoh-muh-foh-bic”/ adj.: a word used to 
describe actions, behaviors, or individuals who demonstrate 
elements of this range or hatred of negative attitudes toward 
LGBTQ people.
COMMENT FROM A QUEER: Actions that almost always come from some-
one who's questioning their sexuality, feels their masculinity is being 
threatened, or is insecure. - Anonymous (He/Him/His)

HOMOSEXUAL /”hoh-muh-sek-shoo-uhl”/ adj. & noun: 
a person primarily emotionally, physically, and/or sexually 
attracted to members of the same sex/gender. This [medical] 
term is considered stigmatizing (particularly as a noun) due to 
its history as a category of mental illness and is discouraged from 
common use (use gay or lesbian instead).

HOUSE (BALL CULTURE)  noun: Coined by the fi rst 
original mother of drag Crystal Labeija in Harlem in the early 
1970's, houses serve as alternative families, primarily consist-
ing of Black and Latino LGBT individuals, and are meant to 
provide shelter, solace and safety for those who have oft en 
been kicked out of their original homes due to being LGBT. 
Often named by fashion brand names, houses are led by 
"mothers" and "fathers" who are usually older members of the 
ballroom scene, who provide guidance and support for their 
house "children". The children of a house are each other's 
"brothers" or "sisters". Houses that win a lot of trophies 
and gain recognition reach the rank of "Iconic" or "Legendary".

HWAME (MOHAVE) The creation myth of the Mohave tribe 
speaks to a time when humans were not sexually or gender-dif-
ferentiated. They recognize four genders: men, women, hwame 
(male-identifi ed females) and alyha (female-identifi ed males).

I was internally homophobic for the majority 
of my young life because I was raised in an 
environment where that wasn’t ok. 

Houses are meant to provide shelter, solace and 
safety for those who have oft en been kicked out of 
their original homes due to being LGBT+.
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the queer dictionary
sticker page (2)
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the queer dictionary
button pins (3)

Button pin mockup
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project reflection

Growing up and living in a world that is created for 
straight people is difficult, with many straight peo-
ple taking little time to truly understand why we 
are still fighting for acknowledgment and under-
standing. We do not have our own spaces, we must 
be careful where we go and surround ourselves 
with, we are discriminated against, and looked 
at differently to name a few struggles. And that 
is just part of the external struggle. Let’s not for-
get internalized homophobia, a result of living in a 
straight world. Or just the struggle of understand-
ing who we are, how we are feeling, if there is a la-
bel for it, or if it is something that others are going 
through as well.  Growing up, I was never given the 
opportunity to learn about queerness and what it 
truly meant. That is why I created The Queer Dic-
tionary and I think anyone, queer or straight can 
learn something about others, the world, and them-
selves just by reading through it. I am very happy 
with how it turned out and I hope this movement 
towards love and understanding will keep growing. 
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