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ABOUT ME

My name is Mia Lew and
| am a queer, Graphic
Communication major
with a concentration
in Management and
a minor in Event Plan-
ning and Experience
Management.

Cal Poly SLO has truly
educated me through
hands on work and
experience, and gave
me the tools and knowl-
edge to create, plan,

and manage any future event or project.

Being queer in a predominantly straight school is a huge under-

taking and while Cal Poly has not done much to make it better,

my classes have taught me how to communicate a message and

build my own community around it. All of which | have done while

being here. | hope to continue to use my skills in management,

graphic communication, and event planning to create more safe

spaces for gay and queer people alike.
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ABSTRACT

With the government continually obstructing queer
education in public schools, it becomes harder and
harder for queer people to understand themselves
then in turn, have the tools to explain what they
are going through to others. This is a problem, but
in turn an opportunity. While there is queer litera-
ture and children’s books out there, they typically
only encompass one story or one view on queer-
ness. Thus, this projects main goal is to encom-
pass queerness as a whole through using as many
LGBTQ+ words as possible, peoples stories under
each word, historical graphics, highlights on the in-
ternationality of queerness, pronoun button pins a
sticker sheet and more.
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PROBLEM
STATEMENT

Currently, intersectional,
inclusive, and well rounded
LGBTQ+ media and literature
is almost non existent and
completely underrepresented
in the main stream.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Content

Content for an LGBTQ+ dictionary is very important and
arguably the most important aspect of this project. To
retain high quality content, | checked in with other LGBTQ+
members about the content of the book and effectively
explained my ideas to get feedback. Another key aspect is
to ensure content is easy to understand, have no typos, and
contain proper citation.

[ J
Design
A big goal in terms of design for this project is to make it
approachable, something a child would like to pick up.
| want to push myself to create a dictionary that is easy
to read and skim through. Although overall, | want to use
design to highlight the highs and lows of being queer in a
straight society.

Project management

Through this project | want to demonstrate my abilities in
planning, management, and execution through the creation
of a well rounded LGBTQ+ book. Time management, project
organization, planning, and effective communication also
come into play. To obtain my goals | will follow my timelines
and complete tasks and milestones




April

May

June

TIMELINE

Phase 1
Background Research
Accumulating content

Phase 2

Created google form

Marketed The Queer Dictionary
Branding guidelines

Marketing at Queer Prom

Phase 3

Created page layout

Added color and design to the Queer
Dictionary

Researched more information about non
western cultures to add to dictionary
Peer review and feedback

Sticker page

Button pins

Completed PDF of the Queer Dictionary
Mockups

Process book
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PROCESS

Research

One of the key aspects to this project was making sure all
of the information was correct and accurate. While there
is a lot of information online about the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity, not all of it is accurate or politically correct, and some
definitions are just hard to find. Right now on the market,
there are little to no queer books and the ones that do
exist only explain single aspects of the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity. In addition to this, when getting feedback, | was told
to include non western queer language because many
people today are unaware that queer people have existed
for generations in places away from the US. Thus, much
of my time went towards finding reputable sources and
researching other cultures.

Stories

This book is special because it not only contains definitions,
but stories under the words from my queer peers to give
context to each word, possibly bring more understanding. To
accumulate these stories | created a google form containing
every word and definition possible. This was marketed online
and at the Queer Prom where people could input their own
stories under as many words as they wanted.




PROCESS

Design

The design started with a Pinterest mood board. Once | got
the colors and shapes down, | moved to finding a serif type-
face that was bold and blocky. There have not been many
creatively designed dictionaries created, thus there were
little examples to go off of with so much text. From there |
created the branding guidelines and used graphics | created
to make the logo and cover page. | used this same brand-
ing all throughout the dictionary. In terms of page layout |
did a two column grid and used real dictionary examples to
figure out how to divide and layout all of the text. Once all of
the main content was input and properly incorporated into
the design, | made graphics with quotes, history blurbs, and
cultural information using the branding guidelines. These
graphics were used to help break up the text and give your
eyes a break from the definitions. Lastly, once the file for
the book was completed, | once again used the branding
guidelines to create a sticker book and button pins. These all
used similar graphics as seen in this process book, and type
that aligns with the dictionary. The added pins and sticker
page were created to help entice more people and children
specifically to pick up the book and read about queer life
and culture.
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Pinterest Mood Board
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SUCCESS CRITERIA

Create an end product with a
variety, if not all queer terms

Encapsulate a story or a queer part

L L] L L

of history within the different terms

The book is approachable and can be
understood by almost all ages

Feedback from my queer peers

T+ )|
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RESULTS

While there is more to be done post project such as
getting hard and soft covers printed, printing the
sticker page, and getting button pins made and in-
serted | am very happy with how much | was able to
get done in a 13 week period. Throughout this time
| have been able to create a well rounded, compre-
hensive dictionary with 100+ words and over 40
different stories from people all over. | think | was
really able to encompass who the queer commu-
nity is and what we have to offer. | want people to
know us and our stories, and through this complet-
ed dictionary | was able to share and communicate
many different perspectives and ways of life.




DELIVERABLES

BRANDING GUIDELINES
Typefaces

Transat Text standard
Transat Text standard oblique
Transat Text medium

Transat Text medium oblique
Transat Text bold

Transat Text bold oblique
Transat Text black

Transat Text black oblique
Color Palette

ALFARN REGULAR
L A 4B 4 }
0 o0 !
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DELIVERABLES

THE QUEER DICTIONARY (1]

The Queer Dictionary mockup

Example page

MAP OF GENDER DIVERSE CULTURES




EXAMPLE PAGES
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QUARIWARMI (INCA, PERU In pre-color

‘own sexualorentation or gender dentity.

dered god

‘androgynous clathing as"a visibl sign of  third ssce thatne-
‘gotiated between the masculine and the feminine, the present

Fndout who yourealy are.-Els Monroe (SheHer)

slur used torefer to someane

Queer has been the
most honest way to label
my sexuality because it

stilused a5 a slur in many communities, t s not embraced or
used by all LGBTQ people. The term “quesr” can often be used
interchangeably with LGBTQ (e.g, “queer people” instead of
“LGBTQ people”).

here, wée queer, gt used 1. Being queer means
uproting heystem and chaningthe game, s coud ot ove t more
Ly Aol They Them)

er passes all of the
labels I feel that | could
identify with but are not
perfect expressions of
who | am.

A

LESBIAN /"lez-bee-uhn’/ noun’ ad): women and non binary.
peaple who are primarily atracted romanticaly, erotically,and/
o emotionally o other women an non binary people.

COMMENT FROM A QUEER Th ecbianlabel el £o welcomin, | e
understood. 0o longer have t petend | can sy be. It  breathof

LGETON+ abb. shorthand or mbrell terms for al folks who.
have.a non-normaive (or queer) gender orsexvality,there are.
many diffeent itialima paople prafer. LGBTC s Leabian Gay

Without lipstick lesbians in
media | would have listened
to other people telling me
gay women are “supposed”
to be line and that

Bisexusl
people ata + st the end in an ffort to be more inclusve.

LHAMANA (ZUNI The two-spiit Zui rodition s known as

LIPSTICK LESBIAN /ip-stik lez-bee-uhr'/ noun: usually
refers to. esbian with a fominine gender expression. Can be

used i positive or aderogatory way. s sometimes aso used

thewayfor e <3 Anomymous (They/She)

if you were femme you
secretly were straight.

The lesbian label feels
so welcoming, | feel

understood. | no longer

have to pretend | can simply
be. Its a breath of fresh air.
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drag faq!

Can anyone be a drag perform

Yes! Drag itself s a political statement. Driq Queen Monét
X Change states, “when you step out of your apartment in

the Bron, or in Hells Kitchen, or Tulsa, Oklahoma in drag,

you're saying f—k the patriarchy and gender norms." Drax

is an art form and performing of gender. Everyone is nega-

tively impacted by societal expectations of gender. We

all h-ve something to share through drag whether you be a

male, non binary or genderless! Gender is a construct
so why ot play around withit!
Who was the first drag perfromer?

William Dorsey Swann! Born in Maryland in 1860, Swann
endured slavery,the Civil War,racism, police survellance,

in the laaas, i oty e e A
st to lead a queer resistance group; they also became, in the
same decade, the first known person to dub himself a “queen
of drag"—or, more familarly, a drag queen.

When was the first drag show?

The danger and segregation of bars in the 19205 paved the
way for drag balls. The first drag ball goes as far back as 1867,

nine figure. The drag ball tradition goes back to the 20s —

where Black queer people would congregate together.

P/l B A MR

HETERONORMATIVITY /hetorshawr et
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HIJRA (SOUTH ASIA) In South Asian cultures including
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that eversone i R
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feminine gender rols. I the pastthe term referred to eunuchs.
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fominine women are straght.

SRt castration

stilloxists but s nolonge i

that gants preferentil treatment toheterosexual people, rein-

‘generally live on the margins of society and many areforced to

“right" the
STRAIGHT /"

. Shiva—an
image symbolic of  being that is ageless and sexless. Hijas
from
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membersof  different gender,

ined, organized,al-iea communities,led by a guru. (The word

oottt o (s oa b e f
Feourse, 4 esentol

15 used instead). During the ea of the Britsh Raj, authoritis.

e s o complson egroton e oo
d stigmatized for a ong time, after indepandence however
inalized in 1952, though thestigma continues.

p

termfor arange o nes:

attitudes (e, fear, anger ntolr-

m 5.
 person primarily emotionaly, physicaly, and/or sexual
e edical

or disik of being perceived a5 LGBTQ.

it history asa category of mentalness and s discourage from.
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HOUSE (BALL CULTURE! noun: Coined by the first

how to cope with it m e
o the

ing of Black lividuals, and S

o
e s o
myzel | thought, “thre’s no way | could b goy”

Tetegen osd e shoelamrot-Elomon S

I was internally homophobic for the majority
of my young life because | was raised in an
environment where that wasn't ok.

HOMOPHOBIC /"hok-muh-foh-bic”/ adi: a word used to
describe actions, behaviors,or individuals who demonstrate.
elements of ths range or hatred of negative attitudes toward
LGBTQ people.

provide shalter, solace and safety for those who have ofter

and gainrecogniton reach the rank of"lconic” r "Legendary”.

Houses are meant to provide shelter, solace and
safety for those who have often been kicked out of
their original homes due to being LGBT+,

ferentisted. i
(male-dentifed females) and alyha (female-identified males).
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STICKER PAGCE (2)
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THE QUEER DICTIONARY
BUTTON PINS (3

Button pin mockup
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PROJECT REFLECTION

Growing up and living in a world that is created for
straight people is difficult, with many straight peo-
ple taking little time to truly understand why we
are still fighting for acknowledgment and under-
standing. We do not have our own spaces, we must
be careful where we go and surround ourselves
with, we are discriminated against, and looked
at differently to name a few struggles. And that
is just part of the external struggle. Let's not for-
get internalized homophobia, a result of living in a
straight world. Or just the struggle of understand-
ing who we are, how we are feeling, if there is a la-
bel for it, or if it is something that others are going
through as well. Growing up, | was never given the
opportunity to learn about queerness and what it
truly meant. That is why | created The Queer Dic-
tionary and | think anyone, queer or straight can
learn something about others, the world, and them-
selves just by reading through it. | am very happy
with how it turned out and | hope this movement
towards love and understanding will keep growing.
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Like stated in the project reflection, being queer,
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Thank you,
Mia Lew
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