
 
 

 
 

  
   

              
       

           
 

       
   

          
          

           
    

        
   

          
    

          
 

 
             

     
   

 
          

 
         
           

         
 

                     
  

 
  

 
   

    
 

       
 

  
   

  
  

   
  

 

 
   

  
  
  

  
  

 

 
   
   

  
   

   
  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
RE-ENVISIONING PARADISE: CAL POLY STUDENTS INITIATE A PATH TO RECOVERY 

Dear Reader: 

Many people came together to support the work of both studios – either with financial support, technical 
expertise, design reviews, accommodations, or time. The students in my class and I gratefully acknowledge 
all of them, without whom our work would have been impossible. 

• The several financial donors who underwrote the cost of the studios’ transportation, 
accommodations, and other expenses; 

• The “teaching mentors” in several architectural firms in San Francisco who supported the students 
with design reviews every few weeks over the course of six months; 

• The staff at Cal Poly’s Kennedy Library who encouraged and facilitated the publication of the 
studio’s work in Digital Commons; 

• The faculty and students at Chico State who hosted our several public presentations; 
• The many kind folks in Chico, heeding an SOS from my nephew Jeff Macdonald and niece (in-law), 

Melissa McGeachie, who opened their homes to us on our first visit to Paradise, way back in 
January, when all the hotels were booked up; 

• And finally, the residents of Paradise who received us with kindness and open minds at our 
presentations there and in Chico. 

A special hat-tip to Ali Chen, a student in the studio, who did an outstanding job of refining the poster 
graphics and proofreading the texts – in addition to making the work ADA-compliant – in preparation for their 
publication in Digital Commons.  

The greatest debt goes to Stacey White, my colleague in the Architecture Department at Cal Poly. The 
vision for making Paradise the focus of a “service-learning” effort was hers. I came along for the ride after 
Stacey had already done much of the initial planning: making connections with people in Paradise and 
Chico, arranging funding, and ultimately, organizing bus charter trips, hotel accommodations, and media 
coverage throughout the two quarters. Her commitment, energy, and organizational skills were phenomenal. 

When someone asks if you want to take a ride on a rocket ship, you should probably say yes, especially if 
it’s with someone like Stacey. 

Sincerely, 

Kent Macdonald, Lecturer 
Architecture Department, Cal Poly 

On behalf of the students in my studio: 

Killian Angell Elisabeth Frizzell Khoa Le, 
Christian Bernard Natalie Giombi Emma Puryear 
Ben Campbell Victor Hoyos Tiana Shiroma 
Ali Chen Ryan Huddlestun Sophia Smith 
Nolan Delgado Gabrielle Icardo Foster Westover 
Arielle Eleazar Kaleena Klimeck Sabrina Yerena 



 
 

  
    
   
     

      
      
      

 
 

              
      

       
      

 
    

          
           
            

  
    

             
 

   
             

     
 

  
             
  

 
    

    
 

     
 

 
  

           
  

 
      

              
              
          

 
 
 
  

Studio Financial Sponsors 
WRNS Studio, San Francisco 
BNIM, San Diego 
Mode Associates, San Luis Obispo 
Cal Poly Student Affairs (Keith Humphey) 
Cal Poly Architecture Department (Margot McDonald) 
Cal Poly Kennedy Library (Adrianna Popescu) 

Teaching Mentors 
Mason Hayes and Chip Hubert (Aidlin Darling Design); Chris Haegglund, Martin Smith, Liza Gregory Bass, 
Jenny Gonzalez, Bettina Andre, James Ford, and Anny Chang (BAR Architects); Anne Fougeron (Fougeron 
Architecture); Marsha Maytum and Aaron Thornton (Leddy Maytum Stacy Architects); Justin Skoda (Perkins 
Eastman); Keith Houchin and Brita Spano Villanueva (SB Architects) 

Cal Poly CAED Faculty Reviewers 
Pamalee Brady, Ryan Brockett, Kelle Brooks, Hema Dandekar, Andrew Goodwin, Amir Hajrasouliha, Alex 
Hirsig, Ansgar Killiing, Margaret Kirk, Andrew Kline, Humberto Lauro, Janet Napier, Cristy O’Hara, Clare 
Olsen, Margaret Pedone, Bill Simbieda, Umut Toker, Greg Wynn, and Margarida Yin 

Chico State University 
Kijeong Jeon, Debra Larson, Rouben Mohiuddin, Seema Sehrawat, Rachel Simmons, Melody Stapleton 

State of California 
Seth Doulton (Treasurers’ Office), Fiona Ma (State Treasurer), Eric Shaw (Office of Emergency Services), 
and Danna Stapleton (Lieutenant Governor’s Office) 

Paradise Residents 
Abby Armer, Charles Brooks, Melissa Boutelle, Tama Czarecki, Lowell Forward, Melissa Schuster, and 
Olivia Taylor 

Cal Poly Kennedy Library 
Danielle Daugherty, Jesse Vestermark, and Jeanine Scaramozzino 

Cal Poly Disability Resource Center 
John Lee 

The Chico Innkeepers (and their Families) 
Ellie Ertle, Austin Larsen, Mason McKellips, Kelly Munson, Carmen Rodriguez, Sue Steiner, and 
Nani Teves, and my nephew, Jeff Macdonald, and his wife, Melissa McGeachie 

The Students in Stacey White’s Studio 
Pacific Austin, Jarrett Boynton, Nathan Chudnovsky, Reii Nelle Del Campo, Margaux Elliott, Zoey Fox, 
Michelle Huang Kaye ,Dominique Lao, Sirina Law, Alyson Liang, Nicole Lo, Ella McQuillen, Amanda 
Radner, Therice Ramos, Eva Taupier, Katherine Young, and Alessandro Zanghi 


