Nuclear cloud o f concern: Diablo Canyon safety questioned
Josh Friedman
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“Seeing what happened in Japan has changed my mind about the safety of nuclear power,” said Avila Beach resident, Man
Wedin. “Living in Avila makes me especially concerned about the possibility of a nuclear meltdown at Diablo.”

Mudslides, roadwork
and flooding... oh my!
Alicia Freeman
ALICIAFREEMAN.MD^>G MAIL. COM

After lengthy rain and snow storms
rocked California through the end
o f M arch, Highway 1 has been hit
with a number o f mudslides caus
ing closures and extensive damage.
W ith heavy rainstorms start
ing around March 18, mudslides
occurred near Alder Creek, south
o f Lucia at Dani Creek and Pitkins Curve/Rain Rocks and near
Rocky Creek. T he mudslide at
Rocky Creek near Big Sur caused
the roadway to fall into the ocean._
Though Highway 1 at Alder Creek
and south o f Lucia are now open.
Rocky Creek is still closed.
Susanna Cruz, the public in
formation officer for the C alifor
nia Departm ent o f Transportation
(Caltrans) D istrict D , said Big Sur
locals and pedestrians are being es
corted across the roadway from 7
a.m. to 4 p.m. Cruz also said the
locals have been very understand
ing o f the roadwork..
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"Locals are u.sed to Mother
Nature and the coast," Cruz said.
"Living in a beautiful area has its
pros and cons, so they’re very toler
ant and very appreciative o f that."
Cruz said Caltrans has dedicatedly kept a news release online
updated for locals and commuters.
There is also a telephone line for
those looking for updates, she said.
Chris Hatton came to visit
his children in San Luis Obispo
from Lake Tahoe with his wife
and said the road construction
and closures on Highway 1 af
fected their travel plans.
“We always take Highway 1
when com ing to visit," Hatton
said. “T h e road construction def
initely averted our plans."
According to the most recent
Caltrans news release, road work
ers will be installing horizontal
nails to temporarily fix the road.
T h e area still remains unstable.
However, Cruz said Caltrans
see M u dslides, p a g e 2
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I The mathematics depaiiment implements new
I techniqueMaid.students in understanding
li
course materials
~ COURraSY PHOTO

Students who use inquiry-based learning (IBL) solve proofr like the one above through d a a discuarions, rather than just listen
ing to lectures on the theories behind them.

Paige Smith
SPECIAL TO TH E MUSTANG DAILY

Give a student an answer and he
will pass the class. Teach the student how to find the answer and he
will pass every class.

This is the adage adopted by the
mathematics department as it traplements inquiry-based learning mediods
to tradidonal, lecture-tau^t classes.
In inquiry-based learning (IB L ),
professors help students in the pro-

cess o f discovery rather than telling them what they need ttf know,
said Stan Yoshinobu, director o f the
Academy o f Inquiry-Based Learnsee M ath , page 2
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Scrutiny o f the Diablo Canyon
Power Plant, which is approximately
12 miles from Cal Poly’s campus, is
high following the nuclear disaster
in Japan.
Diablo Canyon, owned by Pacif
ic Cas and Electric (P G & E ), is cur
rently involved in a hotly-contested
license renewal pr(Kes.s, which is
now facing increased resistance by
ItKals who fear the possibility o f a
similar event.
Adam Hill, chairman o f San
l.uis Obispo County’s Board o f
Supervisors, actively opposed the
license renewal, which occurs at the
conclusion o f the initial 40-ycar au
thorization and permits another 20
years o f operation. Hill sent a letter
one year ago to the Nuclear Regu
latory Commi-ssion (N RC) asking
for a delay in the relicensing due to
mounting concerns over the safety
o f the plant.

“I have not changed my mind
about the appropriateness o f the re
quest (to delay the relicensing), and
the necessity o f it being granted by
the N RC," Hill said. “ Ihe tragic
events in japan have added a new
and increased level o f seriousness to
the issue, the supervisor said."
Nuclear power has ofren been
greeted with heavy opposition, but
Diablo Canyon has been especially
controversial due to its proximity to
both the Hosgri Fault and the recent
ly discovered Shoreline Fault.
Images from japan have caused
some people to reevaluate living by
a nuclear plant with close proximity
to earthquake faults. Consequently,
many local politicians are now call
ing for the suspension o f the license
renewal process.
C'ongresswoman Ixiis Capps, who
represents coastal San l.uis Obispo
(bounty, also addressed the NRC
in a March 24 letter. Capps’ letter
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Math
continuedfrom page I

ing and an associate professor o f
mathematics.
“When students are engaged in
learning, they tend to have better at
titudes about it,” Yoshinobu said.
Mathematics professors are ex
ploring inquiry-based learning with
the primary goal o f improving stu
dents* experiences with math, said
Dylan Retsek, an associate professor
o f mathematics.
Students lose many fundamental
aspects o f theoretical proof-based
mathematics by the time they reach
a higher math level, Retsek said.
A proof is a convincing demon
stration that proves a mathematical
statement is true.
As a result o f students not retain
ing information, professors spend

time re-teaching basic concepts rath
er than focusing on presenting new
material, Retsek said.
Lecture, Yoshinobu said, is a
passive way o f learning, whereas in
quiry-based learning is much more
active and forces students to invest
more in their education process.
Though the Academy o f Inqui
ry-Based Learning has existed for
about a year, the movement has been
around for decades, Yoshinobu said.
In an inquiry-based learning
classroom, the instructor acts as a
mentor to students, guiding them in
a general direction and providing ad
vice and encouragement.
A professor gives students de
tailed problems, which students dis
cuss and develop methods for solving
in groups. Ih ey then present and ex
plain their solutions to the class.
Yoshinobu asks the students why
they believe a solution is correct or why

students are engined in
they tend to have better
attitudes about itl
- - Stan Yoshinobu
Director of the Academy of Inquiry-BaMrd Ixarning

Diablo
continuedfrom page I

requested the N RC suspend the li
cense renewal procedure “until fur
ther studies demonstrate the plant’s
design and operations can withstand
an earthquake and other potential
threats.”
State Senator Sam Blakeslec
“asked P G & E to withdraw their re
licensing application until seismic
studies recommended by the (Cali
fornia Energy Commission) arc com
plete,” according to his website.
Not all politicians, however, have
been taking issue with license renewal.
Sure Assemblyman Katcho Achadjian also wants the relicensing to

move forward in accordance with the
utility company’s plans.
P G & E “can adequately complete
its pending seismic fault study while
concurrently going through the li
cense renewal process,” Achadjian
said.
Despite the bodes of confidence
from Achadjian, concerns linger over
the numerous times the N RC cited
Diablo Canyon for safety violations.
A July 2 0 1 0 N R C report cited
the power plant “for failure to use
conservative assumptions in decision
making, ... for failure to communi
cate human error prevention tech
niques as a standard work practice ...
(and) for failure to con d u a adequate
self and independent assessments.”
W hen asked about the violations.

YOU DONT NEED TO BE EINSTEIN TO
DISCOVER THE TRUE MEANING OF MC
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they believe it is incorrea. Yoshinobu
does not say whether a solution is right
or wrong, but a smile or certain look
are good indicators o f progress or if a
student needs more information, said
Kevin Lamb, a mathematics senior and
facilitator o f Yoshinobus Math 248:
Methods o f Proof class.
An inquiry-based learning class
room is like an open forum, where
students bounce ideas off one an
other. Inquiry-based learning helps
a student develop public sp>eaking
skills and intuition, overcome shy
ness and work with peers in a collab
orative effort, l.amb said.
While teaching a math education
class in inquiry-based learning for
aspiring elementary school teachers
at Cal Poly, Yoshinobu noticed trans
formative changes in the students, he
said. Ih e students’ doubts about their
math competence diminished after
learning with inquiry-based methods.
Ihe class led many students to pursue
higher math forms in order to teach at
the middle school level.
“Math talent is often buried
deep,” Yoshinobu said.
Inquiry-based learning helps stu
dents harness and improve that tal
ent, Yoshinobu said.
Retsek will conduct an experiment
in the spring where he will teach two
sections o f Math 248 in IBL. He
will use his book called “Mathemati
cal Inquiry,” which he wrote for the

P G & E spokesman Kory Raftery
said lawmakers, the community
and P G & E all share a common
goal o f safe nuclear operations.
“P G & E is committed to seis
mic studies o f the region,” Raftery
said. “We began low energy 3-D
seismic studies late last year and
are preparing to file for the permits
needed to do high energy 3-D seis
mic studies."
Nonetheless, unease among lo
cals is growing.
Susan Devine, Supervisor Hill’s
legislative assistant, said people
spoke about nuclear issues for close
to two hours during the public
comment session at the March 29
Board o f Supervisors meeting.
“Most people were very con
cerned about what had happened
in japan, and they were coming to
voice their concerns about a num
ber o f safety (issues) at Diablo,”
Devine said. “Others just wanted
to shut the plant down.”
Despite President Obama ad
vocating the expansion o f U.S. nu
clear energy programs as a clean al
ternative to oil dependency, locals,
such as Avila Beach resident Matt
Wedin, remain skeptical about the
safety o f Diablo Canyon.
“1 used to be pro-nuclear,"
Wedin said. “1 worked on a nu
clear powered submarine for five
years in the Navy. But seeing what
happened in Japan has changed
my mind about the safety o f nu
clear power. Living in Avila makes
me especially concerned about the
possibility o f a nuclear meltdown
at Diablo.”
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Editor's note: Curious to hear w hat
the com m unity o f San Luis O bispo
thinks abou t the recent D iablo
Canyon Power Plant controversies?
Listen to opinions o f C al Poly
students an d com m unity members a t
Farmers' M arket a n d A vila Beach a t
m ustangdaily net.

-based learning is mucb
’r eW line with Cal P o l/s idea
o f‘leam bydoingi
— I^ a n Retsek
Associate proiessor o f mathematics

purpose o f the experiment. The ex
periment will study the results o f the
IBL classes versus past lecture classes.
Retsek will also rep>ort on students’
progress in future classes.
Retsek said he hopes to discover
whether students will learn more or
less under inquiry-based learning
and whether they will like inquirybased learning more, the same or less
than standard lecture methods.
Retsek’s experiment, as well as the
sabbatical needed to write the book
for the experiment, had to be ap
proved by Don Rawlings, the math
ematics depanment chair, a commit
tee o f department heads from each
college and the dean o f the College
o f Science and Mathematics.
Retsek also needed consent
from students to be involved with
the experiment.
Class time will be sp>ent present
ing and discussing preiofs, Retsek

Mudslides
continuedfivm page /
has done a great amount o f work
to get all o f the mudslides cleaned
up in an efficient and timely man
ner. Due to the instability, there is
much work to be done.
“It’s not difFicult, it’s just elab
orate," Cruz said. “It’s just tim econsuming and there’s a whole
list o f things to do initially.”
T h e price o f the Rocky Creek
construction, which has been
contracted by Oakland contrac
tor Condon Johnson & Associ
ates, is estimated at $ 2 .5 m illion,
Cruz said. T h e mudslide fix is
also being additionally funded
by an emergency fund.
There have also been road
delays and construction for
the other mudslide locations.
Though the slide at Alder Creek
was cleaned enough for through
traffic, it will only be open from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. because o f the
area’s instability, which is more
dangerous to deal with at night,
Cruz said.
T h e area south o f Lucia at
Dani Creek has only one lane
open, as well as the enactm ent
o f a temporary signal in place
for retaining wall installation. A
temporary signal is also in effect
near the area south o f Lucia at
Pitkins Curve/Rain Rocks for a
bridge/rockshed project, accord
ing to the Caltrans news release.
San Luis O bispo County also
has roadwork-related delays with
multiple culverts being repaired
south o f Hearst Castle. However,
the rain did not affect San Luis
O bispo as much as other areas.
Jay Walter, the San Luis O b is
po Public Works director, said
due to work done funded by rev
enue from Measure Y, a h alf cent

said. The number o f chapters covered
in the book is not important, as long
as students gain the ability to under
stand a new definition and apply it to
prove a concept.
Assessment in the courses will be
similar to a normal Math 248 class
with a couple o f midterms and a fi
nal, Retsek said. Students will also be
graded on how they defend and jus
tify points about their proofs, as well
as the mathematical language they
use in their discussions.
Retsek said he plans to share the
results with his colleagues and pos
sibly publish his findings in a science
and math education journal. If there
is a significant difference in the depth
o f his students’ understanding, he
will incorporate inquiry-based learn
ing into his other classes.
“Inquiry-based learning is much
more in line with Cal Poly’s idea o f
‘learn by doing,’” Retsek said.

tax increase enacted in 2 0 0 7 , San
Luis Obispo “suffered no damage
that we consider significant.”
“T h e city’s efforts tp clean drain
age inlets and pipes as well as re
moving silt from some o f our creek
channels have really improved the
ability for the ru noff from storms
to pass through without significant
flooding or damage,” Walter said.
Yet, with Cal Poly on spring
break during a portion o f the
storm, students were still affected.
Eric Smejkal, a Cuesta CoUege
student, said while taking a trip to
Lake Tahoe with friends who were
on spring break, he experienced ex
tensive delays because o f the weather.
“I had to sit in traffic for 25 hours
in Colfiut,” Smejkal said. “It sucked.”
Some students, however, were
unaffected by the storms.
Jane Xiao, an aerospace engi
neering freshman, and Chao Yang,
a civil engineering freshman, both
said they experienced no problems
with the rain storms.
“We were back here already,”
Xiao said.
For those intending to travel
Highway I, the restrictions and
road work will continue for an
extended period o f time. T he
Rocky Creek roadway is set to be
reopened in late April, while con
struction south o f Lucia at Pitkins
Curve/Rain Rocks are expected to
be finished in the the winter o f
2012/ 2 0 1 3 .
W eather perm itting, the San
Luis O bispo construction near
Hearst Castle is slated to be fin
ished in June 2 0 1 1 , according to
the Caltrans news release.
Cruz said the present good
weather has benefitted current
road construction.
“W hat’s helpful is that the
weather has been very cooperative;
M other Nature has,” Cruz said.
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Radioactive water dumped into ocean off Japanese coast
Julie Makinen
Kenji Hall
LOS ANGELES TIMES

The operator o f Japans crippled Fukushima nuclear plant began releas
ing about 11,300 tons o f radioactive
water into the sea Monday evening
so that it could make room in stor
age tanks for even more severely con
taminated water.
Some 10,000 tons o f the water be
ing released into the ocean was being
taken horn a communal storage facil
ity near the No. 4 reactor. Another
1,500 tons was being released from
the vicinity o f the No. 5 and 6 reactors
— which have been less troubled than
reactors Nos. 1 through 4. The amount
o f water being released is equivalent to
more than four Olympic-sizc swim
ming pools.
Although the water being released
had levels o f radioactive iodine 131
more than 100 times the legal limit
allowed for sea dischai^e, the govern
ment approved the release as an “emer
gency” measure so that water with
100,000 times more radiation than the
water found in a normally functioning
nuclear reaaor can be removed from
the basement of the turbine building
at reactor No. 2 and stored somewhere
on the site.
Even as the government asserted
that the release o f the radioactive water
into the sea would not pose an imme
diate health threat to humans, health
ministry official Taku Ohara said the

ministry was considering drawing up
radioactivity food-safiety standards for
fish after high radiation levels were de
tected in a sand lance, a bottom-feed
ing fish, that was caught off the coast of
Ibaraki prefecture.
Nuclear experts have previously as
sumed that radioactive iodine, which
has a brief half-life, would become
diluted in the ocean and decay too
quickly to be deteaed in fish, but
Mondays Ending has raised doubts
about that, said Ohara.
Avoiding to the health ministry,
the sand lance had 4,080 bequerels per
kilogram o f radioactive iodine.
“We think the level found poses no
immediate risk to peoples health, but
the point is moot anyway because all
o f the sand lance that were caught in
Ibaraki were disposed of,” said Ohara.
By comparison, the level o f radioaaivc
iodine in the hsh was twice as high as
the limit for vegetables. There are no
standards for radioactivity in meat,
eggs, fish and grains.
After more than three weeks o f
cooling the disabled Fukushima reac
tors by spraying them with thousands
o f tons o f water using fire trucks, con
crete pumpers and helicopters, Tokyo
Elearic Power Co. faces a growing
problem o f what to do with the vast
amounts o f contaminated water.
Removing the water from turbine
buildings and other struaures is vital
to allow workers to restore cooling
ftmetions to the facilities. But with
limited f^ilities for storing the water.

the utility and the ^ e rn m e n t are now
considering options including putting
it into a “floating island” offshore. Also
being discussed is the installation o f an
undersea barrier, usually used to con
tain old spills, that might slow the ra
dioactive waters move offshore.
Tepco reported no success Monday
in its efforts to stop highly radioactive
water ftom seeping from a pit near the
No. 2 reaaor into the ocean. The util
ity believed that the leak was coming
ftom an 8-inch crack and attempted
to seal it with a polymer, sawdust and
shredded newspaper. When that effon
foiled, the utility dumped some white
bath salts into a pipe near the pit to
attempt to trace the flow o f the water,
but the colored water had yet to show
up in the sea.
Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio
Edano announced that the govern
ment would modify its protocol on
rcstriaing vegetable sales from pre
fectures where significant amounts of
radiation have been detected. Instead

o f banning shipments from an entire
prefecture, radiation levels henceforth
will be monitored weekly at the level
o f municipalities, and if the detected
levels foil below government limits for
three consecutive weeks, then ship
ments will be allowed.
Farmers have been pressing the gov
ernment to ease up on its restrictions,
but the new procedures raised ques
tions about whether municipalities
were capable of carrying out thorough
checks. Some formers complained that
the weekly testing would not be fre
quent enough and said their produce
was still likely to go to rot.
In Fukushima prefecture, officials
announced plans for monitoring ra
diation levels at 1,400 schools starting
Tuesday; a new academic year is to be
gin Wednesday and many parents are
worried about their children being ex
posed to radiation.
Fukushima officials also have begun
checking the radiation levels o f prod
ucts manufoctured within the prefec

ture. Many businesses are nervous that
their goods might be rejected by buyers
unless they are officially certified as be
ing free o f contamination.
In the town o f Namie, which sits
northwest o f the Fukushima plant just
beyond the 18-mile perimeter within
which authorities have urged people
to stay indoors or consider evacuat
ing, high levels o f cumulative radiation
were recorded over an 11-day period
beginning on March 23, the govern
ment announced.
The accumulated radiation was
10.3 millisieverts over 11 days, as
suming that a person stayed outdoors
24 hours a day. With the govemnient
saying that it could easily take months
to bring the Fukushima plant under
control, the readings arc raising fresh
questions about the dangers o f radia
tion over a longer period and whether
the government s evacuation perimacr
is wide enough. Exposure to 100 mil
lisieverts is believed to raise ones risk of
cancer by 0.5 percent.
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^ Attorney General orders trial of alleged
9/11 plotters to be held at new location
Carol Rosenberg
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS

In an about-face on the day President
Barack Obama announced his re-elec
tion bid, Attorney General Eric Holder
on Monday ordered that confessed 9/11
mastermind Khalid Sheikh Moham
med and four other alleged co-plotters
stand trial before a military commission
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, rather than
in a civilian court.
It was an embarrassing reversal
nearly a year and a half after Holder
announced with much fa n f^ that the
five men, who had been held for years
in secret CIA custody before their trans
fer to the Guantanamo military prison
in 2006, would be tried in a courtroom
in lower Manhattan.
Holder blamed the decision on
Cxrngrcss for prohibiting the transfer
of Guantanamo detainees to the U.S.,
even for trial.
“We must face a simple truth; those
restrictions are unlikely to be repealed
in the immeiliate future. And we sim
ply cannot allow a trial to be debyed
any longer for the viaims of the 9/11 at
tacks or for their family members who
have waited nearly a decade for justice,”
Holder said.
The Sept. I I , 2001, attacks killed
2,976 people when four hijacked airlin
ers crashed into the World frade Cen
ter, the Pentagon and a field in struthwest Pennsylvania.
Holder also revealed that a grand
jury secredy indiaed the five men on
Dec. 14, 2009, dieging, among other
things, that Mohammed had trained
the hijackers “by killing sheep and cam
els” with short-bladed knives similar to
the box cutters used in the 9/11 attacks.
That indictment, which was with
drawn Monday, came a year before
Congress stepped in and blocked trans
fers of detainees to U.S. soil. But even
before Cx)ngrcss aaed. Holder said the
Justice Department had delayed the
transfer out of concern about security
for a trial in Manhattan. At one time,
he said, he considered staging the trial
at the Otisville Federal Prison, 70 miles
northwest o f New York, near the fVnnsyivania and New Jersey borders.
“The best venue for prosecution was
in federal court,” he said. “I stand by
that decision today.”
Families who lost relatives in the
attacks offered mixed reviews o f the
decision. Most members o f Congress
endorsed it.
At the Pentagon, the chief war
crimes prosecutor, Navy Capt. John
F. Murphy, said his lawyen would pre
pare charge sheets “in the near future”
against Mohammed, 45, Ramzi bin
al-Shibh, 37, Walid bin Attash, 32,
Ammar al-Baluchi, 32, and Mustab
Hawsawi, 41.
They have been held at Guantatumo since September 2006, after years
in secret CIA custody during which
Mohammed was waterboarded 183
times. The five were charged in the
military commission system during the
George W. Bush presidency, but that
case was dismissed in November 2009
when Holder announced pkms for a
civilian trial.
Murphy declined to say whether he
would seek the death penalty — a key
issue. Mohammed has said previously
that he would confess to the plot and

seek the death penalty as a fast track to
martyrdom. But it is unclear whether a
military judge who accepts a guilty plea
can also sentence someone to death.
The timing o f the announcement
was surprising: the day President
Barack Obama launched his campaign
for re-election. It also came the day
before the House Judiciary Commit
tee was to hold a hearing on military
commi.ssions, at which relatives o f 9/11
victims were expected to hold up pic
tures o f their dead loved ones to protest
administration policy.
“It is my hope that todays an
nouncement means that long-delayed
accounubility will finally be served on
the terrorists who killed thousands of
Americans on 9/11,” said retired Navy’
Cmdr. Kirk Lippold, who was the cap
tain of the USS Cole in Oaober 2000
when an al-Qaida suicide bomber at
tacked the destroyer off the coast of Ye
men, killing 17 U.S. sailors.
Lippold, an architect o f Bushera Guantanamo policy, accused the
Obama administration o f “political
waffling” rather than “fortitude and
leadership.” .
The September 11 th Families for
Peaceful Tomorrows group said it was
“profoundly disappointed” by “a step
backward in our hopes that justice will
be served.”
“ fhe shame of Ciuantanamo will
continue,” the group said in a prepared
statement. “As families o f those who
were murdered on that day, we have
waited nearly 10 years to see those who
committed these savage criminal acts
to be brought to justice.”
Reaction from (xingrcss, which
had votexJ to block a U.S. federal trial
through funding bans, ranged from tri
umph to relief that New York would be
spared the trial.
“As 1 have been saying all along,
these terror trials belong in a military

commission at Guantanamo. I am ab
solutely shocked that it took Attorney
General Holder 507 days to come to
this realization," said Rep. Peter King,
R-N.Y,, chairman of the House Home
land Security Committee.
Sen. Undscy Graham, R-S.C., who
helped create the military commission
system, said he appreciated Holders de
cision to use it for the trials.
“Military commissions have been
used in wars throughout our history,
and they should be used in this war,”
said Graham, a military lawyer who
served in Iraq and Afghanistan. “The
commission trials will be transparent,
conducted by the same judges and ju
rors who administer justice to our own
troops, and subjea to civilian review. In
addition, the military commissions sys 
tem balances the interest o f the accused
with the safety o f our nation as a whole
in this time o f war.”
Sen. Patrick l>eahy, D-Vt., chair
man of the Senate Judiciary Ojmmittce, lamented the reversal. He called
the American justice system “the envy
of the world” and with hundreds o f ter
rorism convictions already “more than
capable o f trying hi^-profile terrorism
and national security cases.”
“The record in military commis
sions pales in comparison, with only a
handful o f convictions, and the ground
rules still in flux,” he said.
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COURTESY PHOTO

Culture and politics made its way
into the dark cartoonish sketches
and whimsical pastel backgrounds
o f the new paintings on display at
the San Luis Obispo Museum o f Art
(SLOMA).
The double entendre o f the
"Change Required" exhibit encapsu
lates the messages that alternative anist Russ Pope, whose style strays from
traditional artwork, hopes to convey.
The paintings in the exhibit ad
dress the questions: When is it time
for change? Can you spare some
change? Is change in the air? Do
you embrace change? How do ideas
change? And, is change required?
"Each piece has a small message,”
Pope said. "Most o f my work is based
on social commentary. Every individ
ual gets something different out o f it.”

For example. Pope said one o f his
paintings is loosely based on social
media and advertising.
“It visually tells a story o f the
change from print ads to being blast
ed on every level intellectually, by
(digital) advertising,” Pope said.
The paintings, which arc mostly
acrylic and ink on either canvas or
wood, draw inspiration from human
interaction, music and life in general.
Pope said.
Pope also incorporates skateboard
ing into his art, which makc^ sense
since he said he is as heavily involved
in the skate industry (he currendy
works for Vans) as he is with his art.
Five unique, hand-painted skate
boards will be part o f the "Change
Required” exhibit. Each board is
uniformly numbered on the bottom,
but will feature individually exclusive
see Cbangt» p a g e 8

Alternative artist Russ Pope’s painting exhibit ‘’Change Required” will be fieatured at SLOMA until Thursday, April 21.
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THIS WEEK SHE WORKED

her

flamenco

moves
TUESDAy,APRIL5
ARIF.S (Match 21-April 19) — You’ll be (breed to make a
few decisions that you fiscl you were not yet ready to make,
but the outœme should be favorable.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) — You may come up agaiast
an obstacle that takes a rare and unexpected form; what the
cxp>crts have to say can help you only .so much.
GEM INI (May 2 1-June 20) — A collaborative effort re
sults in a job well done, and you’re sure to win praise for
bringing tc^cthcr many whose work is top-notch.
CANC'ER (June 21 -July 22) — Take care not to b ^ n feel
ing sorry for yourself at this time; no one is treating you like
a sca)nd-dass citizen.
«

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) — It’s the litdc things that matter
most, and when you have the chance, you’ll want to look
back and sec what made the biggest difforeiKC.
VlRCiO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — You may have trouble push
ing through to the end, even after making a strong stan.
r- CUV.3 pi^yjjj^d issues are catching up to you.

T

LIBRA (Sept. 2 3 -O a . 22) — You can have a much more
important impaa on the day’s proceedings simply by focus
ing on your own issues; let come what comes.

O/

SCORPIO (O a . 23-Nov. 21) — The biggest mistake you
can make is to force things to happen according to your
own preferences and agenda. Don’t be .selfish.
Capricorn
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) — vSomcrimes the
most important things aren’t even noticed at first — and
this is sure to be the case. Be patient, trusting.

^
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AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -— You may not see any
immediate effects o f a rash decision, but you must also conskier any long-term ramifications as well.

USAC®
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Discover where you'll study abroad at usac.unr.edu

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Others may want to
change the way they go about doing things — but without
citing any good reason. You’ll be the traditionalist.

PISCES (Feb, 19-Mardi 20) -rr Someone is likely to make
you an offer that has you considering a whole new set o f
options. What lies a h ^ may require a change.
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The benefits of doing business with a credit union
E rik Hansen is a graduate student
pursuing a M aster o f Public Policy
a n d the "When I Was a M ustang... "
columnist.
Tired o f transfering money from
your checking account to your sav
ings account every month just to
keep your “free” checking account
at one o f the large, for-profit banks?
How about those overdraft charges
you might occasionally incur and
the impersonal customer service?
While large banks have advan
tages such as greater availability o f
branches and branded ATMs, most
o f us spend at least five days o f the
week, nine months out o f the year,
here in San Luis Obispo. Even with
its relatively small size, San Luis
Obispo is fortunate to have a host
o f credit unions to choose from.

Tliese include institutions such as
SESLO C Federal Credit Union,
Cost Hills Federal Credit Union,
S I O Credit Union and Golden 1
Credit Union. If you’re reading this
column, you’re likely eligible to join
at least one.
If you’re currently happy with
the service you receive at your bank,
great. However, if you’re curious or
have ever thought about joining a
credit union, the following are some
o f the benefits to consider when
making the switch.
Credit unions are owned by its
members, and don’t report to share
holders. That’s right, credit unions
are nonprofits. This means instead
o f paying dividends to outside inves
tors, money is trickled down to its
members through the various servic
es offered by the credit union. This

ICredit unions provide much
belter loan rates... Credit card,
home and car loan ratii^ra
much better at credit unmns.
*

* ■ ■

—ErikHansen

Graduaic columnist
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also pieans members choose the di
rectors o f their credit union, and in
turn, the direction that their credit
union will steer. Such measures
make stakeholders out o f credit
union members, with more interest
and power in how the credit union
operates.
Credit unions are exclusive.
While anyone can walk in off the
street and open an account at Wells
Fargo, you’ll need to be a member
o f a “group” to join a credit union.
This can mean having a certain em
ployer, or being a student at Cal
Poly. This can also simply mean liv
ing in a specified community. Simi
lar to group discounts you might
receive on your car insurance, this
cuts down on the institution’s risk
and lowers costs, which again, trick
les down to its members.
Checking and savings accounts
are more member-friendly. The
vast majority o f credit unions offer
free checking and savings accounts,
without having to enroll in direct
deposit or some other money mov
ing scheme. Credit unions are also
typically more lenient in terms o f ac
count overdrafts, only penalizing re
peat offenders, and will usually offer
some form o f overdraft protection,
such as connecting your checking
account to your savings account or
credit card.
According to the DataTrac Cor
poration, as o f April 1, 2011;
- The typical checking account
at a California credit union with a
balance o f $ 5 ,0 0 0 will accrue 0 .1 2
percent annually, as opposed to
0 .0 9 percent at the average C alifor
nia bank.
- The typical savings account
with a balance o f $ 1 0,000 will ac
crue 0.1 8 percent annually, as op
posed to 0.1 0 percent at the average
(California bank.
- The typical five year, $10.()0()
CT) will accrue 2.09 percent annu
ally, as opposed to 1.75 percent at
the average California bank.
Credit unions provide much bet
ter loan rates. Ibis is one reason to
start building a relationship with
your local credit union now. Credit

card, home and car loan rates arc
much better at credit unions. Not to
drown you with numbers again, but
with good credit, as o f April 1 ,2 0 1 1 :
- The typical basic credit card
from a (California credit union has
an APR o f 5.15 percent, as opposed
to an APR o f 10.99 percent at the
average (California bank.
- The typical 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgage from a (California credit
union is 4.75 percent, as opposed to
4.88 percent at the average (Califor
nia bank.
- The typical five-year loan on
a used car from a California credit
union has an APR o f 2.79 percent,
as opposed to an APR o f 3.99 per
cent at the average California bank.
Flxpandcd ATM locations. Be
fore you join a credit union, if you
arc concerned about accessing your
cash surcharge free at ATMs, make
sure it is a member o f the Credit
Union ATM C (^-O P Network. If
the credit union you decide to join
is a member, this will give you ac
cess to cash at 2 8 ,0 0 0 ATMs, spread
throughout the United States,
surcharge free. While there arc a
plethora o f Wells Fargo ATMs in
California, good luck finding one in

Louisiana or Oklahoma.
Customer service is what credit
unions pride themselves in. While
measuring customer service can
be subjective, and varies by credit
union, as community institutions,
credit unions pride themselves in the
quality o f service they provide the
community and its members. How
ever, in addition to typically lacking
the expanded online services o f most
major banks, the quantity o f services
provided by credit unions can be the
other sticking point for most people
when it comes to making the switch.
You should expect to have to walk
in to the credit union for questions,
or only call during business hours.
If calling Bank o f America at 2 a.m.
is your thing, it would probably be
best to stick with them.
Another i.ssuc to watch out for
before joining a credit union is that
they are insured through the Na
tional Credit Union Administration
(NC'AU). The NCAU is somewhat
similar to the FD IC , in that it in
sures credit union member deposits
up to $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 . A few credit unions
have remained uninsured, so if you
decide to join a credit union, make
sure it’s insured by the NCAU.
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Radishes provide a cure-aii fo r spring quarter

fornia, which produces so many of
Americas delicious crop varieties.
That being said, if you decide to
i visit family in a less agriculturallyRadishes arc quick to grow, quick to • rich state anytime)soon, don’t fret,
because radishes are grown in al
prepare and even quicker to disap
most every state in the U.S. — even
pear off my plate. These root veg
etables are members o f the mustard ' •the Big Apple. So, no matter where
you go, you can get that radish fix 1
family and although they resemble
know you arc all bound to have after
beets or turnips in appearance, they
are quite distinct from these vegeta trying just one o f these little guys.
Speaking o f little, radishes tend
bles when it comes to flavor.
to be best when they arc only about
The radish originated in China
thousands o f years ago, but it really one inch in diameter, although
made its mark in Greece when it was
some radishes have been known to
reach almost 100 pounds. For the
named after the word meaning “fast
best flavor, the little guys really do
appearing.” Like I mentioned be
win this battle, larger radishes tend
fore, these veggies are fast to sprout
to become sponge-like in texture
from underground, but even faster
to disappear into the depths o f my and thus lose some flavor and tex
ture quality'.
stomach.
Radishes should be round, firm
Today, in America, these vegeta
and free o f cracks when you look to
bles are most commonly produced
purchase them. If you can find roots
in Florida and California — what
a delight it is to be living in Cali with the leaves still attached, even

H eather R ockw ood is a fo o d science
ju n io r a n d M ustang D aily fo o d
columnist.

better, but make sure they are crisp
and green. When you get home you
can cut the green leaves off the top,
but don’t throw them away. The
greens make for a perfect side —
just quickly saute them with a little
olive oil and garlic and you have an
easy and nutritious side to pair with
dinner in a matter o f minutes.
Radishes have been held in high
esteem for healing qualities by old
housewives for ages. Many people
have claimed radishes are capable
o f curing anything from coughing,
digestion problems, liver health,
to skin problems and even cancer.
Although not all the.se may be true,
there are some very real health ben
efits associated with consuming rad
ishes regularly.
Radishes can help with digestion.
Due to the diastase enzyme it con
tains, radishes can help break down
large starch molecules into smaller
maltose molecules that our bodies
digest with greater ease. The vitamin
C found in radishes helps prevent
skin wrinkling as well as promote a
healthy immune system in our bod
ies. As a member o f the cruciferous
group, the radish is connected to the
many studies supporting that con
sumption o f cruciferous vegetables
aides in cancer prevention. Maybe
the housewives o f old were a little
over zealous with the ultimate heal
ing powers o f radishes, but they cer
tainly were onto something when
praising these powerful little veggies
for nutritive benefits.

The first week o f classes is
over and your schedule is finally
not filled with crashing course
after course. Now, you will fre
quently be in need o f a quick
break to refocus as spring fever
consumes your mind. Remem
ber how fast the radish can ap
pear to provide you just the right
snack to help you keep going and
refocus even as the weather be
gins to trick you into thinking it
is summer. Before you know it,
the little radishes will disappear
from your plate and you will be
left surprised as your taste buds
are left begging for more.

Baked Radish Chips
Ingredier^:
10 to 15 radishes, tHjnly diced
1 tsp. chili powder
>'■
'/2 t s g ^ a r l

V'i tsp.
). sm ot^ ^ ^ ap rik a
Vi tsp. saltai
1 Tbs. olive oil
I )ii* e tio i^
1. Steam i i ^ d radistuj^ui the
microwave apj[M^)xima i d f 5f«Wiutes.
2. Mix with spices a|ii$"Q!l in k
small ^ w l .
3. Bake a ^ 5 0 " F fbf 8 to 10
minuteSi
ip.s
ditional 8 to lO minutfsVvj
4. Enjoy!
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Change
continuedfrom page 6

characters on the top.
The exhibit is expected to attract a
younger crowd.
“The art is different and definitely
something younger people can ap
preciate, especially the skateboard
aspect," liberal studies senior Janelle
Leza said. “I also like art more when
it has a deeper meaning.”
SLOMA assistant director Muara
Johnston .said “Change Required”
will be featured during this month’s
Art After Art After Dark, which is a
Cftmmunity art sharing and apprecia
tion event similar to Art After Dark,
only later and aimed at a younger,
high school and college-age crowd.
Ih is event usually displays the art
o f various local artists, spontaneously
created and based on a chosen theme.
This month, however, the only art
on display will be the “Change Re
quired” exhibit.
Johnston said Art After Art After
Dark, which is from 9 to 11 p.m. on
Friday night, provides musical enter(ainment and sets the scene for people
to hang out, enjoy the art and engage
in conversation with the artists and
fellow peers.
“lh a t’s the purpose o f Art After
Art After Dark,” Johnston said. “So
how appropriate is Russ? He wants
you to discuss art and politics and
current environmental issues. He
wants to pique your interest and get
you talking about stuff.”
Although this is true. Pope said
he docs not want socialization to take
away from the actual purpose o f the
show: the art.
“Hopefully they’ll leave having
seen some cool art,” Pope said, “ fhere
are a lot o f an shows where they want
to make it a social event and people
don’t pay any attention to the art."
Pope said socialization is great, es
pecially since his an has messages of
social commentary, but all o f that is
secondary to the art itself.
All o f his an begins as drawings in
a sketchbook, inspired by people he
has encountered in life, whether it be
through his travels or his life experi
ences in the skate industry.
Pope spent about a third o f his
adult life living in San Luis Obispo,
but has traveled all over the U.S. and
the world with skate teams, as both a
rider and a manage.
“Change Required” is open from
April 1 to April 21 at the San Luis
Obispo Museum o f Art.
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Redefining the concept of ‘ us’ and ‘th e m ’

LETTERS

TO

LIBERTY

Af ;e
Uric B a y win is an electrical engineering
senior an d Mustang Daily libertarian
columnist.
We humans can be huge jerks, and
we’re getting better at it every day.
Sociery, however cracked, provides
a structure that encourages good
behavior* and discourages the
bad. Most o f us would behave a
bit worse if we knew we wouldn’t
be caught or censored. Where the
enforcement mechanisms o f society
are lower we reflect its expectations
less and less and exhibit our own
raw desires more.
The Internet is humanity's most
recent and most free arena for so
cial expression. There are close to
2 32 possible forums where people
can come in contact. The rules vary
among them, but in general it has
increased anonymity and reduced
social, expectations in comparison
to the “real world.” And with that
comes an acceptance o f behavior
that would not be expressed, or ex,^ressed as strongly, elsewhere. It is
true that anonymity and technical
implementation permit the jerks to
spread havoc out o f all proportion
to their actual numbers, but the ma
jority o f seasoned Internet users are
used to blocking out and combat
ing such people. Its not the griefmongers who arc alarming, it’s the
normal people who Anally get to say
what they think.
The Internet is a good barometer
(in a totally nonscientifle and mathematically-unsubstantiated manner
o f speaking) o f what people are up

to — at least, the people on the site
under examination. Here’s a macabre
experiment: go to a well-frequented
website with coverage o f political,
social and religious issues — www.
huffingtonpost.com is one o f many
good options — find an article about
something politically controversial,
and read the comments.
Notice the tenor o f the comments.
Let the antipathy wash over you like
a big warm antipathetic wave. Read
some other articles. Check out some
other sites. The comments will vary
dc{>ending on the policies and politi
cal leanings o f the site (and we’re all
partisan now), hut the same general
tone is almost certain to he found
throughout: thorough demonization, o f each piaster’s very own spe
cial nemesis; compulsive reference
to those nemeses, even if the article
doesn’t really have anything to do
with them: casual dehumanization
o f the aforementioned nemeses,
through name-calling and such; and
precious little logic. That’s us, folks;
or it would he if we had that much
free time on our hands.
The most chilling aspect o f these
comments is not the emotional fer
vor but the serene conviaion. The
nemesis is generally prc.scnted as an
inherently- and immutably-malcvoIcnt creature with no real value and
no shared identity with the person
who comments. Rarely is there any
doubt about the statements being
made, rarely is there any acknowl
edgement that the nemeses are a set

THIS
Statue
IS Too PRO-UNION
a n d h a s To come

DOWNf

o f individuals and not a homogenous
makes me different from — and
collective. Rarely is there any expla
therefore subject to different stan
nation, analysis, outreach. The corndards than — them?
mentors are serene in their perfect
What does it mean to be a func
authority, knowing all and judging
tional person (not simply doing the
all. Their enemy is easy to liquidate
right thing, but being a person)? If
because they have nothing at stake.
you value those properties consis
At the heart o f all this is the ques
tently, then what does that mean
tion, “W hat docs it mean to be me?” for your enemies? If your enemies
arc inherently and immutably evil,
What is the defining part o f me,
what is my engine o f worth? My
then what exactly is the difference
finely-honed powers o f taking an
between them and you that makes
idea and running with it have led you better? If your opponent really
me to the conclusion that our iden- rhas no capacity to think, what’s the
tities are drifting farther and farther
difference between them and you? If
apart. The thing that gives each o f us your opponent has no right to make
the perception o f value, our engine ■decisions (especially bad ones), what
o f worth, is defined less and less in
gives you that right?
terms o f the things that make us the
Is there a fundamcntally-corrcct
same and more in terms o f the things
definition o f “us” to which we should
that make us different. We aren’t an
aspire? If so, then no amount o f con
“us” anymore**.
venience justifies ignoring it. But
If my self-worth is based on a what if it’s an issue o f pragmatic util
trait, then I must behave consistently
ity (hey, it’s darn useful to unperson
toward that trait. If we share a trait
our enemies)? The tighter you draw
and that trait has worth in me, then
the line, the more homo sapiens you
it must have worth in you. If I be
can dismiss with fewer consequences
lieve that a trait I possess is funda
to yourself. But it also leaves you
mentally valuable, I must value it in
with less and less to stand on, and
all who share it. If you and I share
sooner or later you will he whittled
such a trait, and 1 love myself, then
to a needle’s point or crushed be
I must also love you. If I hate you, I
neath the weight o f unexamined
must also hate myself. This establish-, contradictions.
es a baseline o f worth that demands
It is easy to say that we should
respect. No matter what kind o f con value our shared identity, but that
flict we involve ourselves in, we must
is based on the assumption that a
value those minimum traits or we
shared identity ought to exist, that
will annihilate our own justification
our worth ought to be based on
for existence.
many o f the traits we humans have
If our engines o f worth arc not
in common. If it’s really true, we
shared, we arc free to damage each
have to really mean it. If not, well,
carry on.
other to the ultimate extent without
damaging our own self-worth. But
if it is good and just to treat other
* As defined by whom?
people like this, then what exactly
** Yeah, and were we ever?

heart of all this is the
>n: ^What does it mean
to be me?’
— Eric Baldwin
Libenarian columnist
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HELP WANTED
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Summer Day Camps
Counselors, lifeguards,
activity specialists & more.
Los Angeles Area.
w w w .daycam pjobs.com

Egg Donors Needed
$10,000, plus expenses
W e are seeking attractive
and intelligent w om en
of all ethnicities.
Please contact:
1-800-264-8828 or
darlene^aperfectm atch.com
w ww .aperfectm atch.com
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Clothing Company for Sale
Call if interested
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1 Philippine port
5 Horse-and-buggy
users
10 Floor model
14 Recepbve
15 Nouveau —
16 Midterm or final
17 File folder label
18 Taj —
19 Mouthful
20 Leggy swimmers
22 Sparkle
24 Moved quickly
25 Has the stage
(2 wds.)
26 Islarxjs claimed by
Argentina
30 Nigeria’s capital
35 Orthodontisfs gp.
36 Dos' followers
37 Discharge
38 Tart pie (2 wds.)
41 Political thaw
43 Cherbourg shes
44 Homo sapier^
45 VI halved
46 Skims through
47 Volcanic glass
50 Pac-10 team
53 Pharmacist Lilly
54 Arctic mammal
(2 W d s.)
Close
62 Flarnack acronym
63 Godfather's group
66 — mater
67 Ear part
68 Rectify
69 Diplomat Abba
70 Tool storage
71 Sri —
72 Mild-mannered

DOWN
1 “Catch a Falling
Star” crooner
2 Rim spectacular
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3 Optimum
4 O ^ n the wine
5 One way to
stroll (h ^ h .)
6 Woody ex
7 I, for W o lfg ^ g
8 Layered haircuts
9 “You m e re r
10 Society
newbies
11 Door
12 Chess win
13 Eclipse, to an
ancient
21 Sidekick
23 Bayou or fjord
25 Visa
and passport
26 Charlatan
27 Astaire sister
28 Derek & The
Dominoe tune
29 O rK6 called
31 Epoch
32 Wish granters

33 Ancient Rome's
port
34 Mug wim a lid
39 Escorted
40 Hot topic
41 Apply makeup
42 B ^ a town
44 Ostrich
look-alike
48 Percent erxting
49 Crown
51 Bactrian beast
52 Animal
that hisses
54 Monsieur's son
55 OopsI (hyph.)
56 Pajam a coverer
57 Lost no time
59 Yokel
60 Bonny Nllside
61 Pull hard
64 Boggy lowland
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The Pitfalls o f Being an Explorer
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iPac-10
^ continuedfrom page 12
billed to the bowl. One was to see a
space hhuttle launch in Florida.
— At least $ 13,000 for weddingrelated costs o f a key aide to Junker.
— A 12-day, $ 1 7,000 trip to Ire
land for a Fiesta consultant and his
wife.
— ^A $1 ,0 0 0 bottle o f wine or
dered by an ex-Fiesta employee.
— ^A $ 6 5,000 bill for the bowl for
taking Arizona legislators and extend
ed families to Boston— to see a game
and hear a talk by Boston College
athletic director Gene DeFilippo.
— Two $5,000 college-scholarship
payments made to the granddaugh
ters o f a consultant to the Big 12,
Donnie Duncan.
— A $1,241 bill run up at a strip
club by Junker, a former associate
and the head o f the firm that pro
vides security for the Fiesta Bowl.
Junkers explanation: “We are in the
business where big, strong athletes
are known to attend these types of
establishments. It was important for
us to visit and we certainly conducted

business.”
The Fiesta Bowl was also
known in college athletic circles
for the “Fiesta Frolic," a May func
tion including all FBS coaches
and athletic directors, who were
afforded free hotel, dinner and
golf while paying for their travel
expenses.
Some attendees have cited the
event as worthwhile for schedul
ing and networking purposes. But
the investigative report also notes
a push by attendees that resulted
in a new name — “Fiesta Bowl
Spring College Football Seminars”
— “to make the event sound like
less o f a boondoggle.”
The event has been canceled
this year, as the bowl goes about
rehabilitating itself.
“You’ve got a lot o f making up
to do,” said Folmer. “The first peo
ple they (ought to) make up to are
the volunteers that put the bowl
on the map — the last guy that
closes down the hospitality room
and the first guy meeting planes at
the airport.
“How do you say you’re sorry
to those people?”

“That’s the way things got to be done.
Everyone knows we need to pick up
our game. It starts with staying in our
continuedfrom page 12
routines ... and being mentally pre
mound with their success in the bat
pared every game.”
ter’s box.
Junior center fielder Bobby
Starting pitcher Joey Wagman
Crocker has met that challenge, con
said the team knows both pitching
necting on 15 hits in his last 35 atand hitting are going to need to step
bats, raising his average 58 points to
up to fill the gap left by the injured
.341.
players.
But it’s a different story for the
“(Coach Lee) challenges us to
rest o f the team, which was 2 o f 16
pick up our game,” Wagman said.. with runners in scoring position in

Baseball

the Mustangs’ win against U C Riv
erside Sunday.
Unsure o f how long his team
mates will be injured, Crocker said
the Mustangs will have to rely on
their secondary players to become an
asset to the team.
“We have .to have confidence in
our secondary guys who are our start
ers and have confidence for whoever
is on the field,” Crocker said. “Really,
all we can do is accept it and contin
ue playing.”

Y ouV e b een po ked by

The Mustang Daily
P oke them back at

w w w .m u s t a n g d a ily .n e t
Hey, w e’ve got a real news feed too.

RYAN S ID A R lt) MUSTANG DAILY

For the first time in several seasons, the Mustangs are healthy on the mound, posting a 3 .8 5 ERA so far this year.
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Baseball

its best to overborne injuries
f r ^ t i n g . You like to go
les playing fiiUy loaded
and we lueven’t been foi
some time.
— Larry Lee
Baseball bead coach

RYAN SIDAR'rO MUSTANC. DAILY

The Miutangs are without second baseman Matt Jensen and hrit baseman Tim Wise heading into the thick o f conference play.

Jerome Goyhenetche
JF.ROMF.C.OVHENETCHE.MD^t,MAIL.COM

The Mustangs have become all too
familiar with the trainers room over
the last couple o f seasons.
Cal Poly lost some depth on the

mound in 2009 and in the lollowup year to its NCAA regional playoff
berth last season, injuries crippled
the Mustangs’ chances at competing
for another postseason berth.
This season, it’s happened again.
The Mustangs’ injury woes have

transferred from the mound to the
batter’s box. Cal Poly has had player
after player go down, most being key
players like second baseman Matt
Jensen and freshman Tim Wise.
Head coach l>arry I.ee, who is in
his ninth season with the team, said

Fiesta situation could affect Pac-10
Bud Withers
TH E SEATTLE TIMES

SEA TTLE — The Pac-10 Confer
ence’s lineup o f bowl games, histori
cally a source o f irritation to many
fans, could continue evolving with
the recent controversy surrounding
financial mismanagement o f the Fi
esta Bowl.
If the Fiesta is dropped from the
Bowl Championship Series, but sur
vives as a lesser bowl, it would need
at least one new affiliated confer
ence, and proximity to the new Pac12 Conference would make that a
possibility.
The bowls are starting the second
year o f a four-year contract cycle, but
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the Fiesta faces the possibility of a
downgrade from the BCS after last
week’s scathing report from an out
side investigation that resulted in the
ouster o f Fiesta C E O John Junker.
“I think it taints everybody,” said
one bowl director. “It’s really unfor
tunate, particularly in this day and
age when there’s all this public debate
about bowls versus playoffs.”
The Fiesta mess comes on the
heels o f the book “Death to the
BCS: The Definitive Case Against
the Bowl Championship Series," by
authors Dan Wetzel, Josh Peter and
Jeff Passan.
‘T h is is their worst nightmare,”
said the bowl official, referring to the
BCS executives.
The Fiesta faces two immediate
challenges: A BC S task force is look
ing into the repon and suggested
reforms and will make recommen
dations to the commissioners o f the
BCS, while the Cotton Bowl, played
in Jerry Jones’ new stadium outside
Dallas, sits in waiting.
A more dire consequence— less
likely— is decertification by the
NCAA postseason licensing subcom
mittee that meets April 26-29, which
could put the Fiesta on the sideline
this season.
Meanwhile, the Pac-10 has never
had an especially close relationship to

the Fiesta, anchored on one side o f
its BCS agreement to the Big 12.
Tl}at stems in pan from the Fiesu’s
snub o f some BCS-worthy Pac-10
teams in the past.
The Pac-IO’s bowl contracts run
through the 2013 season. Any fu
ture tie-up with the Fiesta hinges
partly on what sort o f reforms the
bowl undertakes and its fate in the
postseason hierarchy.
“They’ve got to clean house,”
said John Folmer, longtime of
ficial with the Sun Bowl. “The
board (o f directors) says, ‘I didn’t
know, I didn’t know.’ B.S. Any
body on a board, you’ve got fiscal
responsibility.”
The Fiesta mess began with alle
gations o f the bowl illegally point
ing staffers toward contributions to
political campaigns— which they
admitted to, but only after a white
washed investigation by the bowl
initially found otherwise. The out
side report opened up a'cascade o f
financial abuses and sloppy book
keeping at the nonprofit, among
them:
— Junker’s $33 ,0 0 0 , 50thbirthday party at Pebble Beach in
California, one o f at least 27 trips
taken by his family since 2000 and
«

see Pac-10, page I I

the volume o f injuries the past two
seasons has aggravated the team and
prevented it from reaching its full
potential.
“It’s just frustrating,” I.ec said.
“You like to go to the games playing
fully loaded and we haven’t been for
quite some time and it’s very evident
that it’s hurting us.”
Some are starling to get back,
like shortstop Mike Miller, who was
inserted back into the lineup this
weekend and played all three games
against UC Riverside.
Miller, who just rebounded fnim
a wrist injury, currently leads the
team with a ..^86 hatting average,
with 12 RBIs.
The team is still without what
could be an integral part o f a Big
West Championship run.
Jensen, 2009 Big West Fresh
man of the Year and first-team AllBig West performer, has missed 13
games so far this sca.son with an in
jured wrist. He hit .375 his freshman
year, to go with his nine home runs
and 53 RBIs.
Wise is doing his best to get back

onto the field. He saw playing time in
the Mustangs’ lo.ss to Peppcrdinc on
March 29, but struck out swinging
with runners in scoring in position.
He is batting .313 for the season.
Lee said the players are dayto-day and it is still up in the air
whether they will get to make their
return in the team’s Big West debut
this weekend.
“Hopefully we can get at least a
couple o f them back and have them
make a difference.” Lee said. “We ll
see, it’s going to be a day-to-day deci
sion and not quite sure if we’re going
to get any o f them back (soon).”
But for once, the Mustangs are
managing to stay healthy on the
mound.
With the return o f Ma.son ILadeke
and Steven Fischback to Cal Poly’s
pitching lineup, the Mustangs are
pitching some o f the best games in
years. The team has seen a drop in its
6.75 team ERA to 4.08 this season.
But the Mustangs have been un
able to synch their success on the

$ee Baseball^

! Walker, Connecticut
win national title

MCCLATCHY-nUBUNE

So much for “being tired.” After Connecticut was almost written off for playing
five games in five ftays prior to the NCAA Tournament, the Huskies showed no
sign o f ftitiguc. In fact, they won six more games this season, with the latest being
in the national championship game. Guard Kemba Walker led the Huskies with
16 points, as Connecticut defeated Butler 53-41 for the National Championship
Monday night. It is the third national tide since 1999 for the Huskies, who held
Buder to a national tide game-worst 18.8 percent shooting on the night.
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