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Student apathy in  Bringing bias into class

light of youth vote

Jennifer Hall

Al X i

ipat D \ umong voung voters, has been the focus of
ipaiens 1 the pas
In the 2004 presidennal election, less than halt of the 18- to 29-year
d et | the US. voted. a «m‘.my'«\\,wu:y'mw\‘!\llHﬁ';.'lxxu”ll
‘ ue. My biggest thing in politics 1s voter turnout,” indus
 engineering jumor Conner Johnston said. “In 2004, our age group
id a 41 percent vot urnout. Some people think that’s good, but under
() percent 1s unacceptable,
Cal Poly students difter as to whether they believe apathy exists among
students on campus
Its not so much apathy but inaction,” said Erica Janoft, an industrial
ngineering senior and Cal Poly Democrats Club president. I think the
L1t 1s that we oung and the habit hasn’t been developed yet
However, Christina Chiappe, a social sciences semor and Cal Poly Col
R e in president, thinks students may just not ke th indi
{
Some people are disgruntled by what there 1s to ofter,” she said. It
f of information and understanding and being unhappy
ith tl \
Conver modern languages and literature sophomore Mollie M
. | beliey tudents don’t really care because they have more imporn
| i l ( )l th 1nme o 1\ )
i. r A \‘ ) | ‘.‘ ~ | A% Ul
Y ' I 1 I“‘
How r. as the apter co dinator for Students tor Barack Obama
McFarland thinks students could have an immense impact 1if they got
wolved

People don’t think it atfects them, but it will someday, and in 25 years
it’s going to suck,” she said."“You have to fight for this stuff now and I feel
like college 1s the perfect ime to do it.”

In fact, young voters do think this election will have an impact on
the country. In a Time Magazine poll, 83 percent of voters ages 18 to
)
1|‘.1}“l\[

And young people are becoming more mnvolved

[he percentage of 18- to 29-year-olds paying attention to the presi-
dential campaign this year was 74 percent, compared to 42 percent in
2004 and 13 percent in 2000, the poll said

In San Luis Obispo, student votes were high during the Feb. 5 primary
election. Polling locations that catered primarily to students reached near
ly 40 percent voter turnout, according to the county Registrar’s oftfice

“I'm really happy about the turnout, but I have an optimistic view that
if we all voted, we could really change the world,” said Johnston, who was
\ precinct coordinator for the election.“Every voice counts. It doesn't take
that much effort.”

Hans Poschman, a public policy graduate student and executive direc
tor of the Republican Party in San Luis Obispo, thinks students care more
than people give them credit for.

“Students are the ones that are more able to go out and walk the com-

munities and share what they believe in. They're motivated and active,”

he said

And it’s not hard to find something to do.

“Get involved in something that you enjoy and make the impact on
your community,” Janoff said. “Join something you're passionate about.

Small groups can really have their voices heard.”

) reported that they think the current election will have a great deal of

Rachel Gellman
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Have had a

who bleeds through his hemp shirt
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in the area of his heart, and won

dered, “What does tair trade have to

do with chemustryv?” It so, yvou're not
one

“"Bemg conservative 1n our class
es, to us, oftentimes it does seem like
there 1s a bias or that our views aren't
represented as much,” said Christina
Chiappe, the Cal Poly College Re
publicans president and a social sci
ence senior. “So we wanted to see if
there was any correlation, or if 1t was
our 1magiation, as far as protessors
ind what their actual party athihation
was

'he Cal Poly College Republ

ins ventured to the San Luis Obispo

County Clerks Oftice and found the
political athlhations of

CVvery regis

tull-ttime faculty member

l ne

1\'!(\1 on

Mpus results show a higher

density of Democrats 1in every col

i<__'a it Cal Poly X pt the College
of Agri 1

lo kind of put th in a nutshell
ve all know as pro ors that we'
outnumbered it we're on the con
servative side ud Laura Freberg, a

professor of psychology and the Cal
I,\‘l\

advisor

College Republicans tfaculty

Freberg said that her work as a
biological psychologist with a brain
and behavior focus 15 quite apoliti
cal. When her husband ran tor several
public oftice positions on a Republi
can plattorm in the '90s, however her
colleagues questioned her

lf .I\k\

question I'm going to give a direct

someone me a direct
answer,” she said. “I spent a good
chunk of the 90s in federal court
trying to keep my job.”

Freberg filed a discrimination suit
again the university that was eventu
ally settled in court.

“My position that 1

was was

not being treated fairly, in my view,

in terms of promotion,” she said.
Chiappe said another reason for the
survey was because her club won

dered “is it that liberals are more aca-
demic, and that’s why they're profes-
sors, or 1s it that they are being hired
more often because of their political
views. If you are a Republican, are
you less likely or more likely to be

hired?” she said.
William Bailey, director of Em-
ployee Equity and Faculty Recruit
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ment at Cal Poly said, “'It’s illegal ton

us to mquin 1S O SOMCONt

y political
beliets

Although 1t was confirmed that
hirers ibout candi

cannot H]\illl!\

date’s political aftiliations, Freberg
l‘('llk'\k'\ []]L'Y‘.' are l(nl}‘hwl\‘\ mn lL'.HH
ing such information. Simple indica
tors like the way an apphicant dresses,
SOCIO-economic status or dissertation
topics could lead hiring commuttees
to make assumptions, she said

She said she witnessed one of her
colleagues directly ask a candidate
in an employment interview what
he thought of the Iablo Canyon
Nuclear Plant

the ‘80s, of course, that was

Power “because 1n
a real
hot button issue,” Freberg said. “The
poor guy was just really flustered. He
didn’t know what to say. It’s like, how
does that have anything to do with
being a psychology professor?”

Kaity
said, “My teacher currently 15 ex-

Cofter, a nutrition junior,
tremely liberal, and every assignment
that we do kind of relates back to,
‘oh, this is because Bush has done
this to the economy or we're stuck in
this rut because...” and it always kind
of relates back to anti-Republican,”
but, “I think that teachers should be
able to voice their opinions just like
anyone. Being our age, we should be
able to think for ourselves.”

differently. “I'm

Freberg feels

M Decline to state

Y Democrat

@ Republican

* Other affiliation

LAUREN RABAINO MUSTANG DAILY
thinking ‘what 1s 1t like to be a con

servative student taking a class trom
somebody who really thinks all con
servatives should just fall off the face
of the planet?” It must be very dif
ficult,” she said

On the other side of the spectrum,
Erin Mellon, vice president of the
Cal Poly Democrats and a business
junior, said, “If yvou really 1dentify
with one party or the other, if you're
trying to teach, it’s really hard not to
bring that into your teaching.”

Mike Latner, an assistant profes-
sor of political science, said that the
Cal Poly survey results most likely
represent a worldwide trend. “The
idea of academic freedom and there
being a safe place to pursue ideas is
the whole foundation behind how
we can lead to progress. S0 it doesn'’t
surprise me that universities are lib-
eral places,” he said.

In a 2005 study of 11 California
universities ranging from small, pri-
vate religious campuses to large pub-
lic schools published in the Critical
Review, two economics professors
found that across all schools studied
and in all departments, there was a
five-to-one Democrat to Republi-
can ratio, and in the liberal arts, the
ratio was higher than eight-to-one.

Latner, who is registered as de-

see Professors, page 6
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“What issue is most lmportant
to you in 2008 elections?”

Compiled and photographed by Rachel Gellman
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The economy. | have fears
of the recession.”

PN PTG angd t8 N T e *8 TV e s e LN T IV eng

— Tyler Piper,
finance junior

“Health care and educa
tion because capitalist
America squashes the

middle class.”

- Luke Johnson,
history senior

A Lo

“Just that the president is
intelligent.”

— Molly Tavella,
biology senior

“Getting out of Iraq. |
have brothers who may
have to enlist as a last
resort and | definitely
don’t want them over
there, and | have friends
there right now.”

— Erica Orvis,
wine and viticulture junior
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- Former Poly student to advocate
for students if elected in June

Coral Snyder
MUSTANG DAILY
allows many students to

While the litestyle

pass by politics and local 1ssues without voice or notice,

( ()“\‘1'\(‘

the upcoming June 3 election of the Fifth District Coun

ry \U}‘\'I\l‘w‘! 1nay ill\« 1 great !Ill;‘.lkl on (]1& ll\k‘\ of

\['«I\{\'[H\
“L'N‘!k‘

gunning forn

Poly student, will be

against incumbent candidate

a former Cal

Arnold,

the position

Jim Patterson. The position encompasses authority over

Atascadero, Santa Margarita, Creston, Carrisa Plains and
parts of San Luis Obispo, including Cal Poly and sur-
rounding areas.

“If elected supervisor, I would welcome student input,
the future 1s yours and the govern
' Arnold said.

and a

ind [ would stress that
nent will be what yvou make of 1it,

Arnold 1s a
family within the

Bay Area and g

resident of Pozo member of a

ranching county, though she was

raised in the raduated from high school
in San Jose
Afterward, Arnold

animal science major, but decided to pursue an associate

attended Cal Poly in 1973 as an
of arts degree in early childhood education from Cuesta
( UHL‘;LL'

With her degree,
dero preschool until she became a legislative assistant to
the former County Supervisor Mike Ryan. In 2004, Ar
nold became an aid for Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee until
2007 She 1s

member of the Santa Margarita Area Advisory Commit-

she owned and operated an Atasca

she left in to run for office also currently a

.
“Working with Supervisor Ryan, I learned a lot about

county government and and with

constituents. Working with Blakeslee,

Processes \\nrkm;
| learned how to
use the legislative process and how to work with state
and federal government to benefit the people of San Luis
Obispo County,” Arnold said

She also said that Blakeslee helped her learn about
problem solving 1ssues and consensus building.

She

whole as well as specific goals to help students who live

has many overall goals for the fifth district as a
in San Luis Obispo.

Her overall issues include focusing on safety within
the community, protecting the environment and open
space, making sure that the rights of homeowners are
preserved, and restoring public trust.

When it comes to students, she advocates for programs
that give students a safe ride home. She also helped ad-
vocate funding to continue an established program while
she worked with Blakeslee’s office

“I believe its a good program to have in San Luis
Obispo because we have a student population and a social

.

RYAN POLEI MUSTANG DAILY

Debbie Arnold, pictured with her dog, will run for the
Fifth District County Supervisor position in June.

aspect downtown. It 1s important to provide that popula-
"Arnold said

nearly 50

tion with services that fit their lifestyles,
She
percent of the population in San Luis Obispo, they

said that since students make up
should be equally represented.

Arnold also said land use 15 a big issue relating to
students because recreational opportunities are impor-
tant for the college demographic and it 1s necessary to
ensure the beauty of the county for the future.

“As a parent, [ want to give something back so it

"Arnold said.

Aside from being a former Poly student herself, Ar

will be this nice for your generation,

nold also has two children who graduated from Cal
Poly in 2000 and 2002. One of her goals for the San

Luis Obispo area 1s being able to help create compro-
mises between local students and other residents

Arnold emphasized that she feels it is important
tfor students to educate themselves before voting and
deciding which issues are important for the future

“I understand how to work through the legislative
processes at every level, and have made a lot of good
"Arnold said
“Having kids that went through Cal Poly helps her

contacts at the state and federal level,
understand why safe ride programs are important for

some students and it’s good that she’s willing to ad-

vocate for this kind of safety,” nutrition senior Coleen

Farias said
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Sidewalk
chalk and
posters:

20ly students
offer their

support to the
bigger picture

Jennifer Hall

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

As the primary elections went into full swing
Feb. 5, so did the sidewalk chalk and posters pro-
moting the candidates.

But all of that chalk had to come from some-

where, and many of the people behind the scenes of

political campaigns are students.

Molly McFarland and Conner Johnston are just
a few who joined the Students for Barack Obama
campaign as chapter coordinator and get-out-the-
vote coordinator, respectively.

“Our direct area went (for)
our direct efforts,” industrial engineering junior
Johnston said. “I feel like we made an immense 1im-
p.u‘t.n

lhat impact didn’t come without some hard
Students for Barack Obama

campaign began during the summer of 2006 on

work, though. The
Facebook.com and has been opening chapters at
universities across the nation since then, according
to its Web site.

McFarland,

sophomore, became involved with the Cal Poly

a modern languages and literature
chapter about five months ago after a man talked
about the campaign at Linnaea’s Café on Garden
Street in San Luis Obispo

“I turned oft my 1Pod and started eavesdrop
" McFarland said. “It was kind of a

tous meeting,.”

ping, serendipi

Since October, the grassroots effort has garnered

support for Obama on campus by having students

www.mustangdaily.net

Obama because of
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STAND FO
CHANGE

Cal Poly students and members of Students for
presidential candidate after volunteering at the

sign non-binding pledge cards that they will vote
for him, registering new voters, and reminding stu-
dents to vote on Election Day.

“One of the biggest reasons students don'’t vote

" McFarland said.

The week before the California primary cam-

is because they're not registered,

paign, volunteers plastered campus with chalk, signs
and banners.

Obama won in San Luis Obispo county with
48.6 percent of the votes for the democratic presi-
dential primary, but lost in California to Hillary
Clinton, who garnered 52 percent of the votes
overall,
State’s Web site.

John McCain won the republican presidential
primary in San Luis Obispo county with 39.8 per-

cent, and for the state with 42 percent of the vote,

the Web site said. Mitt Romney followed with 34.1
percent of the overall vote.

“SLO county
Obama) and we got 500 people to pledge, and

came down to 500 votes (for
['m sure more than that voted,” Johnston said.“Cal
Poly took SLO county for Obama. I want the Cal
Poly students to know that they did make a dif-
ference.”

[he polling location in the University Union
which serves the students who are registered on
campus voted 82.35 percent for Obama, according
to the county Recorder’s office

More

Obama campaign and coordinators like McFarland

than 50 students volunteered with the

volunteered up to five hours a day during the final

weeks betore the primaries

according to the California Secretary of

COURTESY PHOTO
Barack Obama show their support for the
Nevada caucus in Las Vegas.

“I wish I could take the quarter off and just work
, " McFarland said.*
and I'm a student. It was a struggle and I'm still try-

for the campaign ['m a volunteer
ing to catch up, but it was well worth it”

On the other side of the political spectrum, Hans
Poschman, a public policy graduate student with a
pohtl(.l] science dcgrcc from Cal |’<)l}'. 1s the execu-
tive director for the Republican party in San Luis
Obispo county.

Although the party didn’t promote a specific
candidate during the primaries, Poschman was still
busy keeping the office open every day, organizing
volunteer activities and registering voters. He also
speaks routinely to groups to tell them what's going
on with the party.

“l try to provide a presence in the community
whenever necessary,” Poschman said.
work. There’s constantly something to do and you
have to balance that with school.”

Most professors are understanding of the time
commitment for the campaign, Johnston said.

“I've made announcements in my classes and a
couple of teachers were proud of me since 1 was
A lot of teachers
are excited because they can’t get involved them

involved in the politics,” he said.*

\('l\'ki\4”

As the presidential election in Novemnber and
the local elections in June draw nearer, the students
involved in campaigns will become even more in
volved

But that’s the way they like 1t

“It’s a great chance to have a say on what aftects

this nation,” Poschman said

MUSTANG DAILY
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Rachel Glas

Husband, father, financial planner and politician
publican Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee 15 a man of many

The representative of California’s 33rd Assembly District,
which encompasses everything from Lompoc
Robles, and of course San Luis Obispo, drives from his
home in San Luis Obispo to Sacramento every Sun
day, and back every Thursday. Once in Sacramento,
he’s out of the house from 5 a.m. until 8:30 p.m
“It’s not unusual to have a dozen meetings per

dav. It’s a very tast-paced job,

Headline XYxyxyxyxxyxxxy

issemblyman.

“The kind of poverty, environmental degradation and

human condition that 1 experienced there convinced me

Re-

that if you have an opportunity to engage in the public are-
na, you should take that opportunity,” he said.

Since winning, Blakeslee has focused on protecting the

‘)(l\\\

" Blakeslee said

Blakeslee has been serving as assembly

son, Blakeslee decided to run tor

Assemblyman Sam Blakeslee,a
native of San Luis Obispo, has

served the area since 2004,
COURTESY PHOTO

te( Vi)llnim;_'\ the most

Andrew Christic

“Blakeslee has been quite ineffective

ture but get a lot of positive press,”

environment, particularly in regards to alternative energy. He
helped pass several bills focusing on environmental issues of
the Central Coast, including a bill to fix the Los Osos sewer
problem. He also passed a bill to study how to clean up the
Diablo (

“1 want a (

anvon Nuclear Power Plant
alitornia that has the most advanced energy

green approach toward solving envi

ronmental challenges,” he said

director of the local chapter of the Si

man ever since he was elected in 2004 with  erra Club, considers Blakeslee a leader in pushing tor alter
24-point margin ot victory. He started out 1ative eneray

in local politics when he ran for and won Sam has been quite torward looking on alternative en

1 position on the Cuesta College Board — ergy, more so than vour average Republican lawmaker,”

of Trustees in 1998, Then he ved on 1e said. ““He 1s really out tront in things like solar wind and

the Board of the Central Coast Natural  the nuts and bolts on how to get from where we are to a
History Association tor tour vears be can energy economy

tore acting as treasurer tor the San Luis ['Though Blakeslee touts has ronmental record and

Obispo Chamber of Commerce points to the tact that he had more bill med into law last

Aftter a trip to India with his car than any other Republican legislator, 2004 opponent

Stewart Jenkins thinks the hoopla 1s unwarranted

as an assemblyman

¢ has pushed through many bills that are cosmetic in na

he said.

see Blakeslee, page 8

“Its a lot of
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SCIENCE & MATH 8
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ROOSEVELT

comes to SLO to
commend citizens for
establishing Cal Poly.

WWII

causes 24 Japanese-
American Cal Poly
students to relocate
to internment camps.

OLD WAR

and threats of nuclear
attacks cause Army
engineers to approve
on-campus shelters.

PROTESTS
break out on campus
after three women
students are suspen-
ded for attending off-
campus fraternity
events.

- TN

0V (0)
08
REAGAN

comes to campus to
deliver an inaugural
address for the new
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Left: A former ASI president addresses students protesting the Vietnam War in front of the Administration building in 1968. Right: Ronald

Reagan, governor of California at the time, visits Cal Poly in honor of Robert F. Kennedy’s appointment to president of the university.

o]

A look back in time

Sitting in the middle of one of the most liberal states in the Union, conservative Cal Poly stands out like a sore thumb.

Easily considered one of the most conservative schools in the state, the university has hardly been noted for the

kind of student revolutions that led universities like Berkeley to fame. Yet even from within this relatively quite

campus, political moments for the history books have been written.

Marlize van Romburgh

leddy Roosevelt and a “common sense’’ school

‘ t L) l |
| ) | [ 2 | (
\J'ii poO (O
| O | \!‘l e 11 (
( (8] 1L i 1 | | rari ‘\
M ( 1 Ut "',‘l\ h Lk 1 [« net { rarmim ot onl \
0t put ( d that there should be th 111 nance torn
the tller of the soil to make his a learned profession that there 1s any business,”

1
the presiaent said

Cal Poly’s first war

World War Il hit Cal Poly with the same shock as it did to the rest of the
United States, as the news streamed in through the radio that Pearl Harbor
had been bombed. The first wartime issue ot the student newspaper, on Dex
12, 1941, proclaimed the words in bold: “U.S. FIGHTS AXIS,""WAR WITH
JAPAN, GERMANY AND ITALY"” and "HONOLULU BOMBED.”

By the end of the week, Cal Poly was observing blackout restrictions

Yet in sharp contrast to the wars that would tollow decades later, Cal Poly’s
student body seemed eager to take up arms for their country
newspaper,” We stu

dents of Calitornia Polytechnic wre training ourselves with certain specifi

Student body president Walter Dougherty wrote in the

objectives in mind. Now we are called upon to turn aside from these objectives

and give to our country military detense. There can be no hesitation it we are
isked to lay aside our books and papers, but rather a willing step forward to tl
task ahead. | know that none of us shall hesitate

His words seemed to ring true around campus, with more thar tudent
dropping out of school right after Pearl Harbor, even betore the draft began

calling them forth

As another eftect of World War 11, the 24 Japanese-American students who
had been enrolled at Cal Poly during the 1941-42 school year had disappeared
by the end of 1942, forced to relocate with their families to government intern
ment camps in Califorma or Arizona

T'hen by 1945, the war that had defined a whole generation of college stu
dents ended and Cal Poly faced new challenges again. Thousands ot young
veterans, all funded by the new G.1. Bill, flooded home and Cal Poly’s already
established “learn-by-doing” focus was exactly what many of them wanted. To
accommodate the surge of post-war students, the university had to rapidly hire

new faculty and begin a large campus upgrade

The Cold War and Cal Poly’s nuclear threats

By October 1962, the United States was firmly in the grips of the Cold War
with the Soviet Union, and the Cuban Missile Crisis only turther looked to
chill relations.

In the aftermath of the the crisis, Army engineers approved eight Cal Poly
buildings as fallout shelters. Rather casually, the campus newspaper noted, “In
the event of all-out nuclear war, Vandenberg Air Force base, located 50 miles

south of campus, could be a main target area. In the event of this occurrence,

Mourning John E Kennedy

\ v Ias I Ini S ‘ \
M Ldn ) | rirst 1
1y dent K {

C.oming out just ) wur and a |l I art
newspaper reported on the campus’ reaction. *For somi first inkling of
tracedy came when they noticed the Hags near the Administ n build
ng lowered to halt-mast... Business stopped completely in EI Corral Bookston

as reports came over the closed circuit radio system. Students with purchas
their hand stood and waited and listened. ‘'I've torgotten what | came n tor now

said one student listening to the news.”

“The hippie generation, student unrest and the psychedelic world”

Cal Poly saw one of its rarest occurrences, a student protest, in October of
1963 when students were disgruntled over university policy toward temale stu
dents. Three women had been suspended tor the rest of the quarter after they
had attended oft-campus fraternity events. The school proclaimed that 1t neither
recognized nor approved of fratermties, and that the three women didn’t have
permission to attend (hu' cvent

[n an uncommon show of emotion, the student body marched and petitions
circulated, questioning the role of the umversity as a “surrogate parent

Although the protests didn'’t bring immediate change to either campus poh

revolutionanry

1es or mainstream sentiments, they did begin to foreshadow th

vouth attitude that would rnark the country by the end of the decad

Reagan comes to campus as Kennedy takes the reins on a restless
generation

On April 3, 1968, Cal Poly held its first university presidential inauguration
is 1t appointed Robert Kennedy as its new leader tor the tumultuous decade
to come

Ronald Reagan, then governor of California, stood betore the students of
Cal Poly to deliver Kennedy’s inaugural address and praised Cal Poly tor being
such a success

Meanwhile, the student reporter who attended Kennedy's first press con
terence observed keenly the challenges that lay ahead for the new university
pn-\nicm

“Sitting in front of the typewriter for six hours preparing this story gave me
tume to reflect on this man in charge of such a respected institution. No other
college president (on this campus) has had to face the hippie generation, student
unrest and the psychedelic world,” the reporter wrote

Even heading a notoriously conservative campus, Kennedy was just as con
cerned about the oncoming tide of student demonstrations as the other univer
sity leaders of the time. As it turned out, his concerns were well-placed as Cal
Poly proved to be no exception to the student protest phenomenon, especially
as popular opposition toward the Vietnam War grew

[he Oct. 15, 1969Vietnam Moratorium that drew millions of anti-war pro-

see History, page 9
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If students truly want to be represented by a democratic government then they need to understand
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nce because finance and gov
rnment have a clos

r relationship than they

hink,” Settle said. “Students need to under
ey 15 driving policy making in
rovernment; not

What Settle

form of }\n}h y-making in government 1s

democracy but plutocracy.”
implies 1s that the current
driven by money, and theretore public policy
is dictated by those who possess the most of
it

As he put 1it, the plutocratic characteris
tics of government are perverting politicians
ind thus policy, making which takes control
f the government out of the hands of the
people

If students truly want to be H"}‘IL‘\("IH(‘(i
by a democratic government then they need
to understand how government is currently
lictated by plutocracy and partisanship and
take it back,” Settle

iny or nny \lll\{l"‘l(\ to }‘('l\“.”\' CNZINeers,

said. I encourage as

planners, finance directors, lawvers, o1

participants 1n as many facets of city, state or

tedera 8)" nment. Settle said
[ he Y f his courses 15 an attempt to
nfuen students to “‘try and L\u'[\ It (gOV

nment {. mocracy

Originally from Boston, Mass.. Settle and
his family relocated to the Central Coast
nearly 40 years ago. As an escape from the

harsh winters of New England, the move

government is currently dictated by plutocracy

Political

—Allen Settle

ce prof

BRYAN BEILKE MUSTANG DAILY

Political science professor Allen Settle has taught at Cal Poly since 1974, served four
terms as the mayor of San Luis Obispo and is currently a member of the city council.

for the Settles also carried a political signifi
cance

“My father moved us to this area for more
opportunity but specifically because it was a
non-partisan area,” Settle said. “You didn't
have to deal with all the bureaucracy of large
city governments out here, and to this day
San Luis Obispo 1s still a non-partisan city
government.’

He explained that San Luis Obispo’s city
council members are not i‘('lll!l(((‘&! tO run
for office on party lines Democrat, Re
publican, et and therefore voters are not
swayed or influenced by those party’s polit
cal 1deals, but by the individual merits of the
those running for office.)

Settle said he was always interested in law

and government. From an early age, he knew
that he wanted to be an active participant in
both fields

“lI can remember the first tme 1 knew

that | wanted to know what the law was,’

Settle recalled. “I remember visiting a mo
bile-home park and I remember being con
fused because I didn’t understand how you
could own a (mobile home) but not own the
land that it sat on. From that point on I be
came very interested in land use, taxation and
regulations.”

Settle immediately became involved in
both education an& government after gradu
ating from UC Santa Barbara. Settle became
a political science professor at Cal Poly in
1974, and a member of local government

and partisanship and take it back.

shortly thereafter
Settle has

then

built quite the resume trom
SCVET \l
l)l‘llr

ning Commission, Environmental Review

until now, having served In

city committees such as the City

Committee and the County Area Council

of Government to name a few. He was also
the mayor of San Luis Obispo, having served
four terms between 1994 and 2002, Cun

rently, Settle 1s one of five council members
on the San Luis Obispo City Council
Settle

to promote and nurture downtown busi

so credits himselt with helping
ness, build an infrastructure mitigating trat
fic and fixing streets, and establishing the
Damon-Garcia Athletic fields oft of South
Broad Street and Tank Farm Road,

der to provide more outlets for Cal Poly

111 O1

tudents in San Luis Obispo
One of several perks Settle said comes

from his dual profession as both a city

council member and an educator 1s that

many with 1n

\h\\ll‘w\k'\{ ||I\{1

evaluated 1n his political science, law and

of the 1ssues that he deals

city council can be readily

finance classes
“It definitely serves a beneficial purpose

as being current, local and relevant to af

Settle said.

'hough Settle teaches

fairs of ;n\unmvnr.u
a diverse vari
ety of courses in law, finance, and politi
cal science, there are two universal pieces
of knowledge that he imparts to all of his
students: first understand the law; and
second understand money and finance.

Engineers, agriculture majors, business

majors, or any \[lldk'll(\ lll[L‘l'L‘\lt‘d In careers

that involve management must be wary of

financial affairs even before they apply for
a job because more and more employers,
corporate and government, are evaluat-
ing applicants by their credit scores, Settle
said

“Students really need to pay attention to
their FICO (Fair Isaacs & Co.) Credit score
because employers look at those more than
ever,” Settle said. “If you have a bad credit
(a score as low as 450) then you can forget
about getting hired because who is going
to put you in a position to manage money
if you can’t manage your own?”

In business and politics, it boils down to
the relationship of law, finance, and gov
ernment. If you understand these things,
especially if you plan on going in to po
sittions of management or government,
“You're good to go,” Settle said.

Otherwise, as Settle said, “If you don't
know them, you're crippled.”
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testers around the world was well rep
resented in San Luis Obispo and on

the Cal Poly campus

he Mustang Daily reported,

“Even this conservatively minded
campus and this relatively isolated city
were witness to conspicuous obser
vance of this event.”

Indeed, local observance of the

inti-war event began the might before,

with a rally in Mitchell Park, where
campus speakers, folk music and dis
cussions on war issues filled the other
wise quiet area. Protesters then held a
candlelight march and gathered at the
Mission downtown

“The Vietnam War protest planned
for Wednesday... received a degree of
support from President Robert Ken
nedy. The college president refused
permission for a meeting on the li
brary lawn, but oftfered use of the
Amphitheater for the entire day,” the
Mustang Daily reported

‘I do indeed \U!‘}N‘Ii the \Hllu‘]‘i
that the war should be brought to a
speedy conclusion,” Kennedy said. “I
have expressed 1t on many occasions.”

As the actual day of the Morato
rium rolled around, student protesters

2() white crosses on Dexter

planted
Lawn and drew a crowd of about
O }\vn;v]a 1s they delivered anti-war
speeches

)

About another 250 students

marched to the Administration build

ng and then to the Amphitheater,

where Kennedy had made sure nu
crophones had been set up for them.

It was later said that Kennedy’s tol
erant but firm attitude toward student
sentiments helped keep the peace at
Cal Poly, even as an unwanted war
raged abroad.

On to modern times — Sept. 11
and beyond

2001 was easily the most polar-
1zing year the campus had seen thus
far in its history. As a traditionally con
servative campus, the year’s events, led
by a still-popular Republican White
House, would bring forth the blue
blooded patriotism that hallmarked a
large population of the student body

[hat fatetul day in mid-September
first stunned the campus into silence as
news came from the East Coast of ter
rorist planes descending on the World
[rade Center and Pentagon. Like the
rest of the country, Cal Poly met the
news with confusion and mourning

A few weeks after the attacks, on
Oct. 4, 2001, approximately 50 Cal
Poly students held a peace march on
campus, wearing green armbands in-

spired by peace protests at Berkeley.

Organized by the Progressive Student

PoLiTics

Alliance, the march was escorted
through campus by university police
to prevent uprisings

When Operation Enduring Free
dom dropped its first bombs on Af
ghanistan just three days after those
;\l'ut(‘\(\, \Iudcl)l reactions were again
mixed on campus.

By November, the polarizing issue
of a possible war with Iraq and the
continued hunt for Osama bin Laden
continued to cause a rift among the
Cal Poly community

'he Nov. 15,2001 rally led by the
Cal Poly College Republicans was
means to counteract the “‘divisive

inti-American demonstrations o1

ganized by leftist groups on campus,”

the club was quoted as saying in the
Mustang Daily

['he club put up posters around
campus depicting Osama bin Lad
en and other images of the war on
terror, and invited veterans and the
campus ROTC to their rally. One of
the most controversial 1Mmages \i('}\h {
ed the five-day weather outlook for
Afghanistan with a mushroom cloud
ind temperature of 4,500 degrees
anticipated for the week’s end.

A faculty-led campaign, mean
while, protested that Republican
rally, calling the club’s message “hate
speech” and saying their posters ste
reotyped Muslim-Americans.

With the continuing concern over
foreign policy, Cal Poly became just a
small sample of the issues that began
unfolding and shaping the Millennial

generation

Even California conservatives
can turn into hippie environ-
mentalists

l’()”][lll‘ﬂ‘ to (h(' environment .H)\i
global warming as the biggest issue
of our generation, Evans considers

January’s Focus the Nation summut at

Cal Poly one of the most monumen-
tal political moments on campus.

The global warming summit
served as the largest teach-in in
America’s history, according to the
event Web site, with an estimated
4.000 to 5,000 students, faculty and
community members who partici-
P.l[t‘\i

“The environment is serving the
same stimulus for your generation
as did Vietnam during its time,” Ev
ans explained. “It serves as a tipping
point.”

He said that over the past decade,
various campus groups have come
forth with nitatives to save water,
recycle or promote alternative ener
gies, but have all pretty much sparked
up and then disappeared.

“Then to see this massive event
come together, along with big coali-
tion groups like Empower Poly, it re-
ally i1s a mark of the times.”

Blakeslee

continued from page 5

Jenkins points to the Diablo Can-
yon Nuclear power bill as an exam-
ple.

“The bill only commissions a
group to study nuclear waste;it doesn’t
solve anything,” he said.

On the other hand, even Jenkins
admits that Blakeslee’s work with the
Los Osos sewage bill was commend
able

But Blakeslee hasnt hmited his
focus solely on the environment. As a
beneficiary of affordable higher edu
cation, he 1s passionate about making
sure 1t stays that way

l’)(f | VNOST mpaig WS

rl v s ly o s \ {

When asked about Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s proposed education
cuts, Blakeslee said, “Our challenge 1s
to make those cuts in a way to have
the least impact on the classroom. We
want to ensure that quality education
is attainable and remains affordable.”

Blakeslee himself attended schools
in San Luis Obispo since he moved
here in 1965 at the age of 10. He
graduated from San Luis Obispo
High School, then left for Wyoming
to build cabins. Five years later, after a
failed marriage and a child to care for,
Blakeslee returned to San Luis Obispo
to attend Cuesta College. And though
he left for 20 years upon graduating to
pursue a Ph.D. and work at Exxon, he

dways felt a pull to return
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at (Cal Poly this Yalentine ¢ Day

Dustin Stone

MUSTANG DAILY

Everything’s coming .up roses
in San Luis Obispo this Valentine’s
Day, when the national touring cast
of “Gypsy” makes a stop at the Per-
forming Arts Center.

A classic by any other name,
“Gypsy” has been one of America’s
favorite musicals since it first de-
buted at New York’s Broadway The-
atre in 1959.The show features some
of the biggest songs in Broadway his-
tory, including “Everything’s Coming
Up Roses,” “You Gotta Have a Gim-
mick” and “Some People.”

“It’s one of the greatest musicals
of all time,” said Peter Wilt, interim
director of Cal Poly Arts. “Every
song in it is good.”

The play is based on the memoirs of
famous actress and burlesque entertain-
er Gypsy Rose Lee, who was known
as much for her intelligence and wit as

she was for her striptease act.

It follows the story  of Mama
Rose — the stereotypical, overbear-
ing stage mother — in her quest to
make her two daughters the bright-
est stars of vaudeville. She focuses
the majority of her attention on her
youngest, Baby June, who headlines
the show while big-sister Louise
(Gypsy) is stuck in the chorus.

Following some “contract disputes,”
Rose has no choice but to put a re-
luctant Louise in the spotlight. Once
there, Louise flourishes and eventu-
ally transforms into the world-famous
striptease artist Gypsy, Rose Lee.

“She was a stripper — but she
was a high-class stripper,” said Wilt,
who recalls seeing the real Gypsy
Rose perform on television.

Over the course of its many re-
vivals, “Gypsy” has collected three
Tony Awards and featured such big
names as Angela Lansbury, Tyne
Daly and the original Mama Rose,
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