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Santa Claus posed for photos with students Tuesday in the University Union for a
fee of $2 to benefit the Open House Committee. Santa is also scheduled to appear
Nov. 29. from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Shown on the right are the students’ polaroid

ming to town

TODAY'S WEATHER

Sunny
High 73" /Low 37
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Little changes can make big
differences in global warmin

Megan Priley
MUSTANG DAILY

'his summer, many people
who were once a part of the over
populated beach crowd eventu
ally took to indoor activities, ones
with cooling refreshments and
blasting air conditioners

[his might sound like a scene
out of a horror movie from the

’0s, but in reality it describes
what is happening to the planet.

[his 1s global warming and this
1s only the beginning

Scientists all around the world
expect that global warming 1s
coming at a fast pace and there
may be more at stake than previ-
ously thought.

“There won't be a way to halt
the global climate change for de-
cades to come, but we can try to
dramatically reduce future impacts
on our future generations,” said
Maria Markoudakis, Association
of Environmental Professionals
president and environmental man-
agement and protection senior.

“The world needs to realize
we need to change our most ba-
sic methods of life into sustainable
methods and there is hope.”

If preventative tactics don’t
start soon, the world could begin
to see the extinction of certain
plants and animals due to the fact
that they are incapable of moving
to new homes.

lhere will be extreme storms
and floods, the sea level will rise

so high that people will be forced

to move away from the coasts and
other areas will become too dry to
help support farming.

So what can the average person
do to help save the planet from
this destruction? The American
Council for an Energy Efficient
Economy (ACEEE) suggests peo-
ple give their habits and lifestyles
a complete makeover. The adop
tion of this more responsible life

style can start with small, everyday

tasks.

Transportation

Every rusty pick-up truck put-
ting along the highway is far more
dangerous than it seems. Harmful
chemicals from exhaust fumes will
eventually make their way up into
the atmosphere, where they will
remain eternally.

According to the Environ-
mental Defense Organization,
239 million cars and light trucks
are on American roadways today.
Even so, 2.7 trillion miles were
traveled in the United States in
2006 alone.

StopGlobalWarming.org  en-
courages people to reduce the
number of miles they drive by
walking, biking, carpooling or

even taking mass transit wherever

possible. Avoiding just 10 miles of

driving every week would elimi-
nate about 500 pounds of carbon
dioxide emissions per year.
Chrysler, General Motors and
Ford are the Big Three Compa-
nies that have joined United States

Climate Action Partership, a coali
tion calling for a U.S. national cap
on global warming emissions. The
companies have all become dedi
cated to creating vehicles that are
more environmentally aware and
“healthier” for the Earth

“Investing in a hybrid will not
only give you four times the gas
mileage in the city more than your
regular car can give you, but it is
also protecting the environment,”
said Robert Kelly from the Future
Ford Dealership in Roseville, Ca-
lif.

According to the Environmen-
tal Defense Organization, one
person who switches to a car that
gets three miles more to the gal-
lon could prevent 3,000 pounds of
carbon dioxide from escaping into
the atmosphere every year

For those without the ability
to indulge in a costly hybrid car,
there are still many ways to get
active and leave the gas-guzzlers

behind.

Everyday tips

If every household in America
exchanged three standard light
bulbs with three energy efficient
compact fluorescent light bulbs
(CFLs), it would be the equivalent
of taking 3.5 million cars off the
road.

I'he ACEEE also recommends
installing a programmable ther-
mostat to automatically lower the

heat or air conditioning at night

see Warming, page 2

Lack of storm
season worries

officials

Jessica Gresko
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Despite alarming predictions, the U.S
came through its second straight hur
ricane season virtually unscathed, raising
fears among emergency planners that
they will be fighting public apathy and
overconfidence when warning people
next year

Friday marks the official close of the
Atlantic season, so unless a storm forms
in the next few days, only one hurricane
will have hit the US
during the June-to-November period

4 mMinor onc

Mexico and Central America, however,
were struck by a record two top-scale
Category 5 storms

The preliminary total for the season:
14 named storms, five of them hurricanes,
two of them major

Ihat was less activity than the gov-
ernment predicted before the season
started, standing in stark contrast to 2004
and 2005, when the U.S. was hit by one
devastating storm after another, including
Hurricane Katrina.

However, forecasters and emergency
managers warned that one result of the
good year may be increased skepticism
when they urge people to stock up on
food and draw up their hurricane evacu
ation plans for next year

“Now that we've gone a couple of
years without major hurricanes, will the
public be more apathetic before the next
hurricane season? The answer is absolute-
ly,” said Craig Fugate, director of the Flor-
ida Division of Emergency Management.
“The further we get away from these
types of events ... the more complacent
people become, and that’s the challenge
we have to continue to fight.”
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EXPERT PICTURE FRAMING

Accent Your Holidays

with custom framed gifts
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+ family photos

* keepsakes

* fine art

+ gift certificates
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November 29 - December 10, 2007 - 3 Locations!

(' In Front of El Corral Bookstore )

November 29 ¢ 7:45am - 6:00pm
November 30  7:45am - 4:30pm
December 1 » 11:00am - 4:00pm

Dexter Lawn Tent

December 3 - 7 » 8:30am - 4:30pm

*See store for details

10% BONUS

Deposit your buyback cash into
Campus Express & receive an extra 10%
Cal Poly ID Required for Buyback

December 3 - 7 » 7:45am - 6:00pm
December 8 ¢ 8:00am - 4:00pm
December 10 » 9:00am - 4:00pm

(' Mmt. Bishop Road Drive Through )

December 3 - 7 » 9:00am - 5:00pm

22 B85 ) EL CORRAL
| BOOKSTORE

A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION SERVING CAL POLY SINCE 1933

www.elcorralbookstore.com




State

WASHINGTON (AP)
An Orange County Indian tribe
has been denied federal re ogni
tion 25 years after first petitioning
for the status

Assistant Secretary of Indian
Aftairs Carl Artman said the Juane
no Band of Mission Indians didn'’t
meet four of the seven criteria
required for federal recognition
Artman’s finding was preliminary
and the tribe can object before a

final determination is made.
® 0

OROVILLE (AP) — A third
defendant in a Butte County child
sex case has accepted a plea deal
for her role in abusing three girls.

Doreen Ruth Rogers, 48, of
Magaha pleaded guilty in Butte
County Superior Court to two
felony counts of continuous sex
ual abuse of a minor and com
mitting a lewd act with a minor
She was sentenced to 34 years in
PH\()II

Prosecutors say she and Charles
Richard Palmer, 34, molested the
girls starting in 2001. Some were
as young as 9

® 0

FULLERTON (AP)
Vandalism at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints 1s be
ing called a hate crime by Fuller
ton }\n]l\ ¢ detectives

Nazi and Satanic symbols were
scrawled on walls and across re-
ligious paintings in classrooms at
the North Euchd Street church
John Petropu

Police ( apt

los says damage was estimated at
$40.000

Briets

National

NEW YORK (AP)
Plagued by turmoil at the top, the
American Red Cross ousted its
president, Mark Everson, on Tues
day for engaging in a “personal
relationship” with one of his sub
ordinates. He took the \h.l”k'!ll.:
ing job just six months ago

'he congressionally chartered
charity, America’s foremost emer
gency responder, has now had five
leaders in the past six years, in-
cluding the interim chief named

to fill in for Everson.
® & 0

BANGOR, Maine (AP) -
l'he owner of Spanky’s Pizza fears
being driven out of business by
the stench of cigar smoke, which
customers say 15 mixing with
the familiar smells of pepperoni,
cheese and garlic

Philip Nadeau said last month'’s
opening of a smokers’ lounge at
the Cigar & Smoke Shoppe next
door coincided with the arrival of
the new scent

“The smell 1s atrocious,” Na-
deau said. “It’s more than atro-

cious, 1t’s horrible.”

ACCOMAC, Va. (AP)
A waste truck leaked poultry fat
along 20 miles of roadway Tues
day, causing at least four crashes
and making a stinky mess

Virgima State Police said a
truck hauling a waste product
of poultry grease from a Perdue
Farms plant left a valve open and
the fat leaked onto U.S. Route 13
from the plant to the Maryland

state line

INEWS

[nternational

KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP)
A British teacher arrested for
allowing her students to name

Muhammad will

probably be cleared and released

a teddy bear
soon, a spokesman for the Su
danese embassy in London said
Tuesday.

Gillian Gibbons was arrested
Sunday and faced possible charg
es of insulting religion — a crime
punishable by up to 40 lashes. She
was questioned by Sudanese au-
thorities on Tuesday.

“The police is bound to in-
vestigate,” embassy spokesman
Khalid al Mubarak told British
Broadcasting Corp. radio. “I am
that this minute

pretty certain

incident will be clarified very
quickly and this teacher who has
been helping us with the teach-
ing of children will be safe and
will be cleared.”
L B

BAGHDAD (AP) — US.
troops fired on vehicles at check-
points in Baghdad and northern
Iraq, killing a child and at least
four other people, the military
command said Tuesday. It also
said it was checking a report an
American patrol shot at civilian
cars near a Baghdad bridge, kill-
ing two Iraqis

l{().l\“‘l()( k
consistently fed antu-U.S. senti-

shootings  have
ment among many lIraqis since
the arrival of American forces in
2003. U.S. troops have been hit
by suicide car bombs numerous
times since 2003 and act quick-
ly to protect themselves when a

driver ignores orders to stop.

NYU'S

SCHOOL OF
CONTINUING AND
PROFESSIONAL
STUDIES

As the possibilities of the digital age increase,
so does the need for leadership.

MASTER’S IN GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS MANAGEMENT AND TECHNOLOGY

! The astonishing pace of technological innovation continues to transform the printing,

options

NYURJSCPS

At the center of the center of it all.

and take advantage of the opportunities

and constantly evolving field

publishing, and digital communications industries. Today, virtually all companies and or
ganizations require effective graphic communications managers to make sense of the

The NYU-SCPS Master of Arts in Graphic Communications Management and Technology
offers a rigorous and unique blend of fundamental management practices, cross-media
technologies, and integrated communications. Our faculty of industry experts will help
you develop the skills and understanding required to become a leader in this dynamic

Information Session:
Wednesday, December 12, 6-8 p.m
Grand Hyat

Please call to RSVP.
scps.nyu.edu/333 18889987204, ext 333 ——

(onference Level Park Avenue
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“I want a new mountain
bike because my old one is
jealous of my road bike.”
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— Diane Zaida,
economics junior

“World peace.”

— Raquel Serna,
food science freshman

:\.ﬁo

to receive this holiday season?”

Compiled and photographed by Rachel Gellman

tag.

“A puppy for every girl at
Cal Poly with my name and
number attached to each

— Adam Rouman,
business junior
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“What one gift would you want’

'
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“I need some new socks
‘cause all mine have holes
in them.

— Justin Hooper,
liberal studies junior

O‘d'”'uc‘l‘d‘uo""\)'v‘“"'\"U"

e BN e, g\.’osoﬁ.g\.pﬂoh, .\.,.A.('\_ ‘\.p“.(\,_:?- [ I

[*N N e 8V ang 8V e 8 VU B N e 9V eng 8V Y eng w8 -V PN BV

791 Foothill
7121 Broad St.

\
W7
-

2 LOCATIONS

OPEN LATE

Foothill Hours

Sun-Wed 7am-2am
Th-Sat 7am-3am

Nachos with Chicken,

Beef or Pork & Soda

Nachos includes: Beans, Cheese, |

_Cilantr, Onions, Pico de Gallo,
S olast

Mucho Grande Burrito |
(Chicken, Beef, Pork) & Soda

Burrito Includes: Rice, Beans, Cheese,
Cilantro, Onions, Pico de Gallo,
Salsa, Sour Cream & Guacamole. sour cream

_ Served All Day from 7am

| Now serving

fresh
homemade
flan!

Foothill Location

Now open for
Breakfast!

| Breakfast Burrito
with eggs, rice,
| beans, cheese, &

| & coffee!
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Scientists want to wipe out rats on Alaskan island and bring birds back

Mary P

mberton

TTHISSINYY
['hat 1s because the rats feed on

nd adult seabirds

hicks ai which
) ) nostiy 'l\‘ !\l\{]H{ o
n the ground or 1n crevices in

the v nic ro
As tar as bird life, 1t 15 a dead
zon said Steve Ebbert, ql\mla';l\( at
the Alaska Maritime National Wild
life Refuge, whose 2,500 mostly un

inhabited islands include the Aleutian
chain, of which Rat Island is a part

State and federal wildlife biologists
issault on the
R at

hoping to exterminate them with

ire gearing up tor an

rats of still-uninhabited
rat poison dropped from helicopters
If they succeed, the birds will sing
wain on Rat Island. And it will be the
third-largest 1sland in the world to be
made rat-free

A visitor to the island 1,700 miles
from An f’twl.lj\'(‘ \ing'\ll‘l h‘l\(‘ to luﬂk

I'he

far to find evidence of vermin

landscape 1s riddled with rat burrows,

rat trails, rat droppings and chewed
vegetation. Certain plants are all but
Ol

You go

to Rat Island and ther:
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Steve Ebbert, a wildlife biologist for the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge, posing with rat response
kit on one of Alaska’s Aleutian Islands. Rats on the Aleutian Islands prey on eggs, chicks and adult seabirds.

are hardly any chocolate lilies,” said
Jeft Williams, another refuge biolo
gist

['he same for songbirds and sea
birds

Rats have all but wiped out the
seabirds on about a dozen large is-
lands and many smaller islands in the
refuge, which is home to an estimated
40 million nesting seabirds. Puffins,
wklets and storm petrels are most at
risk because they leave their eggs and
young for extended periods while
foraging.

['he rats jumped ship beginning in
the late 1700s, a problem that wors
1800)s

merchant vessels plied the islands, and

ened in the when Russian

All regular priced general books :*

grew more serious in the 1940s, when
hundreds of military ships visited the
Aleutian Islands during World War II.

Now the islands are vulnerable to
“rat spills” from freighters traveling the
quickest route from the West Coast to
Asia. The Aleutians receive about 400

port calls from vessels each year.

Rats have been the scourge of

islands worldwide. According to the
California-based group Island Con-

servation, rats are to blame for be-

tween 40 percent and 60 percent of

all seabirds and reptile extinctions,
with 90 percent of those occurring
on islands.

“Rats are one of the worst invasive

species around,” said Gregg Howald,

program manager for Island Con
servation, which is working with the
U.S. government on a plan for Rat
Island

Norway rats typically have four to
six litters a year, each containing six
to 12 babies. One pair of rats can pro-
duce a population of more than 5,000
rats in an area in one year

[he state i1s joining forces with
federal wildlife biologists in a mult
pronged attack to drive the rats from
Alaska.

State regulations went into effect
this fall requiring mariners to check
for rats and try to eradicate them if
found.Violators face a year in jail and

a $10,000 fine. Corporations could

El-l. A S200) )
tate also 1 nathng o
00 “Sto 1 at brochu t
acat MAarine M N to LI
ts ab 1 boats and hem roi
11 1Sho
I'he brochure tells mariners to ki
rat on board lu_' '?l;‘%
ul time p trash and food 1n rat
proof contamners, use line guards
funnel-shaped devices that go aroun
mooring lines to keep rats from
getting off or coming aboard, and
never throw a live rat over the side

Rats are excellent swimmers

['he assault on the rats of 6,871
acre Rat Island could begin as early
as next October. The plan which
involves the use of a blood thinner
that wall cause the rodents to bleed to
death still must be reviewed and
sent out for public comment

Scientists want to see how the
project goes before deciding wheth
er to try to exterminate the rats on
other islands

The
eradication took place on 2
Campbell Island off New Zealand

Rats also have been wiped out on

island rat
¥ ()‘)‘)»

worlds biggest

acre

Canada’s 8,080-acre Langara Island.

Once the rats are gone from Rat
Island, wildlife biologists expect the
return of birds to be dramatic

After black rats were wiped out
in November and December 2002
on Anacapa Island off the Californa
coast, murrelets were back in force
by the following April, and Cassin®
auklets were nesting there for the first
time

“Over time, you see an incredible

response,” Howald said
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All Cal Poly gift merchandise

Including: sweatshirts, tees, glassware, hats, scarves, beanies,

license plate frames, jackets, ladies fashion and more!

Including: holiday books, cook books, fiction, travel, journals,
childrens, gift books and more!

All Holiday gift merchandise

Including: figurines, ornaments, gift wrap, boxed cards,
plates & mugs, stuffed animals, and toys!

All art, office, and student supplies

A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION SERVING CAL POLY SINCE 1933

vwww.elcorralbookstore.com @
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*Excludes: computer department, textbooks, photo department, special orders, magazines, rainbow sandals, food, health & beauty, graduation caps, gowns and tickets.

EL CORRAL
BOOKSTORE
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For your own safety, we’'ll start out with a bit of

disambiguation (Just like Wikipedia). By 2001, two

bands were playing under the tollowing two names:

[he Owls™ and “Owls.” Now, | know they might
look a bit similar, but trust me, it’s like chocolate and
shit. Don’t mix them up. And don't look for help
from last.fm, since that
train-wreck of a program
drops the definite article
and groups them together
Based in Chicago, “Owls”
1s essentially a ful;'k'll.ll\](
reiteration of the long de
funct and equally dispos
ible emo-pop turd, Cap’'n
lazz. Don't listen to Owls:
don’t eat shit

he tasty treat you've
really been craving s

Daughters ind  Suns.”
the tirst full-length record
from The Owls, which,
like any good meal, 15 a
diverse array of flavors

Although many bands are

built around a single songwriter/composer, The Owl:
¢ IH}‘IU\ three of then present memobern for thi {u
ich writer taking on lead vocals tor their respecti
ongs. Surprisingly, tl rangel t retall
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mustangdaily.net
Cal Poly’s news is at
your finger tips — while

you rest in bed.

album is a hoot

partics o

MUSTANG DAILY

talking about. Toe-tapping is all but inescapable
Finally, Allison LaBonne, former vocalist of Leg
endary Jim Ruiz Group, concentrates on gorgeous
and literate balladry of exceptional quality with rous
ing harmonizing and triumphant melody. The lead
track “The Way On” i1s a an excellent example of her
sublime song-craft and dis

P | arming vocal delivery. (Fun
t | game: guess which Owl is
l pS e r | my favorite!
g | Add in former Ashtray
S ' ‘ Hearts drummer John Jer

\

‘

1

ry and production by Tighe

what a jack-of-all-trades)

\j\/eek\\/ and we get a damn solid
- \U\Aﬂn | record

') More 1mportant than

l‘% | the mechanics though IS

\(CP¥ the pathos. This 1s some of

the most hearttelt stuft of

the year. | should probably

elaborate on that (especially

after knocking Cap’n Jazz)

OK, the music 1s emotion

lly charged, vyes, but in

the most guileless, honest and unaftected way pos

sible ['he SOngs are just so devoid ot scotfing 1rony

ind overwrought angst 1t’s starthng. In 2007! How

l1d this record get made? We're talking about music

‘.”» with ‘Ll»h fu'ir‘\w|\l!' motion as to '\\\L\L‘
wories of vour tavorite Carpenter ong!

1 omething 1 cah? | mean, even 1n
orld ot indie pop, how many records can vou
isten to with vour grandmother? Oh, what?

Bell nd Sebastian? You wanna trot Stuart Murdoch

Mavbe 1t he didn’t write 1n all those thinly

[lusions to 1llicit sexual deviance ['he Poly
| Sp1 hey ha om jueaky-clean lyrics
\d thev obviously a scary suicide cult of
| hit on ,
) | ) In tact, their hu
; In fe ! r begin
\ v thought pitting 1n the tace
( A lmost
1) dArcriie ,’,‘i‘.“v""':r"""‘ CHI10O)
r for KCPR, San Luis Obispo,
'1.3 FM. H ‘ ‘fl."/'y‘:: tely full of it

ad el
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“Daughters
and Suns,”
the newest
release from
The Owls, fea-
tures potent
twee, pop and
rock songs.
Like the
Beatles, three
of the band’s
members
write and lend
lead vocals to
their respec-

tive songs,
providing an
array of styles.
COURTESY

PHOTOS

Get a
Flu
Shotl!!

Health Center,
no appt. needed,
M-F until 4 PM.

The Flu

can be a
Quarter-killer!

the (OLD
CONCEPT

740 Higuera St.* San Luis Obispo California* (805) 544 -1088
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I'he Appetite for Construction tour brings rock bands Switchfoot (above) and Relient K to the Cal Poly Rec Center tonight. The bands share a passion for

Habitat for Humanity, an organization with the aim of eliminating homelessness, and will donate $1 of every ticket sold on the tour to the organization.

| W
. t hot ther peop
e | 7~~~ get more|
Habitat ¢ H N ' | \ 0, g i Both Switchtoot i R t K { Grammy nommations for B
to what this tour is” Switchfoot d =~ _[multimedia] ) ook Gospel Album, and members consider themselves to |
K . P Hear Switchfoot drum- rock. But both bands | ittempted to swerve away that from that
Is and feet in eacl mer Chad Butler talk fearing it limit their aud
| [ about San Diego and Pt L st SRS A 5 ol TS
i sl P the recent wildfires at |, o i ctiifiadoh cod-atngatc Ly
mustangdaily.net We've always tried to put out honest music for thinking people,” Butl
( first tour sii dropping ( . Yo | itegorize 1t and puc it in a box however vou want but
12 ‘ Uunci it tl vill 1 th t albui in indeper | think the music 1s more dangerous when i1t’s outside of the box
| \ 't t 1l 1 ) 1 hope, that 1 real meaningful and tultilling
13 W n able to travel to places hike South Africa and Indi
t [o find kid
ailditne alo Bl th » rk 1 3 " nd yet they're able to find hope in the midst
Xpet | at construction.You ki ve play guit frums for a  that’s intrigui nd mspirnu
5 1 | i P 13 ) 11
| X] |
- B  sall | ale ,
‘ LAl D fxsa B . i 1 hamn ! ;
} !
W f ind to hat the « ymethi
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ind their appetite to the Recreation Center stag

30 p.m. Tickets are available at www.vallitix.com and the Mustang Ticket Of
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since .the 2003 release fice tor $25
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band has sold more than one milhon concert tickets worldwide
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TUESDAY

2 Steak Dinners

for $10.95

$2 Pint Night
W‘

WEDNESDAY
25¢ Hot Wing Night
and Beirut Night

THURSDAY
Tri-Tip and a Pint
$6.95

($5.00 sandwich only)

! e
1119 Garden St.

www.downtownbrew.com
805.543.1843

www.mustangdaily.net | ——

ATTENTION:
DECEMBER GRADS

Graduation Portraits

Friday, November 30

Schedule your appointment on-line

www.ultimateexposures.com

EL CORRAL
BOOKSTORE

$19.99

to

New Shoes! ¢,/ 99

Oniive 8.0 de 4
Check out ... .."

mustangdaily.net

It's the best thing
since sliced bread.
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Buy-o-fuels:

On sale now at participating schools

| 1 1 1
[t will be a great day when our schools get

A1l

1 bombe

the money thev need and the Force has

1 bake sale to buy the say

o hold
ing goes. Now more than ever, public schools

icross the nation are feeling the brunt of the

current administration’s allocation of funds, not

LEFT

by Erica Janoff

into educating future generations, but instead
into spreading “American-style” democracy
iround the world. As a result, some institutions
have turned to private donorship to make up

for the lack of funding provided by our own

LEANING

government. Even here at Cal Poly, with the
recent anonymous donation of $60 million to the architecture program,
these types of gifts are necessary to continue to provide the excellent
education that we rely on. But what if a corporation decided to give Cal
Poly enough money to start a brand new degree or even a whole new
college the only caveat being that they get a say in how 1t operates?
For UC Berkeley, this concept has become a reality earlier this year
when BP (previously known as British Petroleum) gave $500 million to
start a new Energy Research Institute at Cal and the University of 11l
nois. But this gift is not simply a matter of pure benevolence; BP expects
a huge return from their investment in the form of research-based data
['he Institute’s main objectives are to explore and develop the area of
Bio Fuels research, which at first might appear to be a step in the right
direction, at least for BP’s part. But after looking deeper into this issue,
the plan appears more like a way for BP to gain access to information at

“L'Ikk’

Institute will

a very low cost. Halt a billion dollars is a lot of money for U(
ley and chump change for a company like BP. The new
feature an eight-person board of directors, comprised of four members
from BP and the rest from Berkeley, that will dictate the direction the
program heads in

At this point, you might be feeling a little torn. On the one hand,

“L‘lk\'l\'\

heavily on nearly non-existent public funding. But at the

this type of funding i1s hugely beneficial for U( which relies

Ssame e

what sort of impact does a partnership between

in o1l company and a university have on the

future of public institutions? Especially a com
pany like BP, whose history is littered with oil

spills and negligent behavior often resulting in

exorbitant fines. So has BP finally realized a
new direction? My gut says no
0EMOCRATS Corporations such as BP are focused on

their own bottom line maximizing profit

Giving massive sums to public institutions 1s
simply another way of serving their own selt
interest, even at the expense of academic integ

rity. With BP able to dictate what and how research 1s to be conducted at

the new Institute, they are also able to limit what information 1s available
and to whom. Overlooking this built-in secrecy, Gov. Schwarzenegger
has agreed to publicly fund the construction and hiring of all new enti
ties involved with the Institute

Let’s summarize: BP 1s essentially outsourcing a majority of their re
search and development department (whose main priority is to find new
ways of generating a profit for BP) to be conducted at a public univer
sity (whose objective 1s to create a balanced, well-rounded educational
experience) at no profit. This is a blatant conflict of interest on behalf of
all public entities involved

Cal Poly also receives funding from private donors: Raytheon, one of
the largest military detense contractors in America, gives generously al
most every year. These donations are hugely beneficial, offering students
iccess to equipment and facilities that Cal Poly might not be able to
aftord otherwise. But [ have to wonder, to what extent do their checks
become our guiding principles? At a time when public funding is not
icademic freedom

enough, we stll have to demand that ou remains

uncompromised by the heavy hand of corporate influence

J
cnior, e pre raent

Mustang Daily liberal columnist

Erica Janoff is an industrial engineering

]
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OPINION

Taxes: what are they good for?

When looking at Presidential campaign
\\L'l‘
confusing. The top four candidates for the
Rudy
Giuliani, Fred Thompson, Mitt Romney and
John McCain

tional issues differently. Obviously the stance

sites  recently, I noticed something
Republican Presidential Primary
all seemed to prioritize na

each of these candidates take on any particu-

lar issue is a clear way to distinguish himself

from others. However, it seems that the order
in which a candidate chooses to prioritize
these issues can also be a significant way to
sway voters.

McCain

chooses to put “government spending, lower

For example, the fact John

taxes and economic prosperity” at the top of

his issues page in contrast with his opponent
Fred Thompson, who gives national secu-
rity top billing, could be of crucial impor-
tance to some voters. Or perhaps if certain
voters looked deeply enough, they would
be concerned for the way the same issue is
presented by two different politicians, such
as Giuliani simply addressing “marriage” and
Romney focusing on “confronting threats to
American culture, values and freedoms.”

In spite of these differences, there is one
priority that historically shows up at the top
(or very close) of every Republican’s focus:
taxes. This singular issue bleeds into count-
less other aspects of how a politician affects
policies in their domain. Taxes are what lead
people to succumb to the cliché “I'm fiscally
conservative and socially liberal.” Ultimately,
taxes represent one of the most clear di\'idmg
and defining lines between Republicans and
Democrats.

Candidates another bracket
m i - "
agree that taxes m T e ng t Way was created at the
should be re by members of the College Republicans bottom (10 pet
, e T _
formed for simplic - cent) so that the

ity and fairness, and
it is also agreed that
Middle Class

the heaviest

the
bears
tax burden, yet the
agreement usually
ends there.

[axes are an un-
tortunately  com-
subject.

facts

pll('.l[c(i
Getting the
straight regard-
ing “tax brackets”
the

to make your head

has potential
spin. Just between
the Clinton and Bush administrations from
1992 to present, taxes have changed fre-
quently. In 1992 there were three tax brack-
ets: 15 percent, 28 percent and 31 percent.
The higher your income, the more you pay.
In 1993 there was a tax hike on the wealthy,
with two extra tax brackets added at the top
of the income scale, but no cut for the lower
classes. So in effect, the federal government
was simply collecting more money from the
“wealthy” by adding those two new brackets
(36 percent and 39.6 percent while still main-
taining that original 31 percent bracket).

In contrast, with the Bush administration
between 2000 and 2002, each tax bracket
dropped by 1 percent except for the lowest
15 percent bracket. Furthermore, in 2003,

Taxes are what lead people to
succumb to the cliché “I'm
fiscally conservative and

socially liberal.”

lowest income citi

zens would get a
much larger break

All brackets

dropped by 2 per

u[]lx'l

(]1&'
bracket

cent and very
highest
(wealthiest) re-
ceived a cut of 3.6
P&‘l\\'l)t‘

So why the dif-
fering policies?

Clinton raised taxes;

Bush has lowered
them repeatedly.
With the state of

our current national budget deficit, it seems
that raising taxes would be one way to help
rcmcd)‘ that deficit, or at least geta few steps
closer to a balanced budget.

It boils down to philosophy. Two main
campaign points that I have heard from
Democratic candidates, including Sen. Hil-
lary Clinton, are to “make health care afford-
able and accessible to every American” and
“expand access to affordable, high-quality
child care”” These are two nice ideas, but
how can these goals be accomplished? Typi-
cally health care and child care cost money;
therefore Sen. Clinton, for example, would
have to find a source of income to pay for
these programs. The most obvious place this
would come from would be taxes.

R epublicans, on the other hand, seem to be
interested in continuing to cut taxes, at least
based on what we've heard of their campaign
statements. Taxes conflict with the Republi
can ideal of hmited government (especially in
economics). The more taxes the federal gov
ernment collects from its citizens, the larger
that government’s presence will be in the lives
of those people for the simple reason that the
government 1s collecting those taxes and of-
ten using them to instate social programs such
as health care, child care, and welfare. Dem-
ocrats tend to be more open to these social
programs, probably because they want to be
able to use those programs or because they
like the 1dea of those programs. Republicans
tend to maintain their more capitalistic point
of view and state that free market reigns and
they don’t want the federal government too
involved in their business.

This begs the question, is there a way
to compromise? I believe the reason many
American citizens don’t have access to neces-
sities such as health care is because they can't
afford it due to ... high taxes! Focus needs
to be on true accountability on our elected
officials to stop creating band-aid programs
that drive our taxes up even further. Between
federal, state and local taxes, it’s a wonder that
anyone can survive. If it’s possible to “clean
out” our federal budget and get back to our
more basic necessities, every tax bracket will
be much better off.

Christina Chiappe is a social sciences senior, a
member of the Cal Poly College Republicans and a
conservative columnist for the Mustang Daily.
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Candidate’s cannabis
candor easily consumable

Lauren Williams

Dany | NINER (CAL STATI BEACH

Pot smokers exhaled 1iech of rehet last
when the second major Democratic
Barack Obama
moked

marijuana when he was young but that he

Friday
presidential indidate, Sen
idmitted that he had not only
inhaled, saying “that was the point.”

['hose who occasionally partake in re
reational drugs can rest assured knowing
that one of the most respected, well-pre
sented, well-spoken, intelligent candidates
not only occasionally smoked marijuana
but “did some blow,” according to an ar-
ticle in The New York Times that quoted
his biography.

As reported in the article, the only rea-
son he hadn’t tried heroin was because he
didn’t trust the dealer who was selling it
to him.

No wonder his presidential campaign
so strongly resonates with the under-25
crowd: He 1s attractive, successful, has tried
drugs and 1s candid about his lifestyle when
he was younger.

While the common perception of pot
heads is often marked by unintelligence,
1 lack of industriousness and motivation,
and a general deficiency of ambition, the
senator 1s not only

[linois redeeming

those who occasionally experiment with
recreational drugs but 1s doing something
rarely associated with politicians. He 1s be
ing honest

Rather than take a middle-of-the

“lI-toked-but-didn’t

road,
inhale™ stance or a
hard line, drugs-are-the-product-of-Satan
position, Obama 1s showing in the truest
form that he 1s human, prone to curiosity,

experimentation: and err.

['his should be especially appealing to
college students

Despite the general view depicted in
public service announcements, those who
use drugs

occasionally (or even habitually

ire not forever bound to a sofa, endlessh

watching TV, eating Hot Pockets with

forever tarnished reputation as a drain on
society, but can do something universally
admired 1n society, like become president

Obama embodies that image.

He gives people the chance to dream
that, although their parents, school coun
selors and coaches told them that if they
ever did drugs, they would spend the rest
of their lives regretting it, they, too, might
be able to go to Harvard Law, become a
community organizer, respected professor,
lawyer and maybe, one day, president of
the United States.

Many kids, when they're young, imag-
ine becoming prasident, largely because it
is one of the most respected, admired and
powerful positions in the country. Most
eventually give up that dream because of
some slight youthful slip-up.

Dreams of one day becoming president
fell by the wayside due to grades that were
not as good as they should have been, ex
perimentation with drugs, taking time oft
school or some other deviation from the
norm, whether slight or large

Now, with an open former pot smoker
ranking second in the Democratic polls,
drug experimentation may someday be a
presidential qualification or maybe not
But

life 1s no longer expecte

certainly leading a conventional sate
d from presiden
tial candidates and gives college students
at non-Ivy League universities a shred of

hope ‘of one day achieving greatness.
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All letters must be 250
words or less and are subject
to editing for spelling,
grammar and style.
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1 The Velvet Fog
6 Casino pair
10 Cabaret, e.g
14 Smuggler’'s
stock
15 Giant-s¢
format

16 Summer wine
selecthon

17 All the rockets in

)

existence”

20 Ask for

21 Some

emergency

cases, for short
22 Place for

shot:

3 Noughts-and
Crosses

win

Beanie Baby

First course

creen him

shaving

36 Does as told

38 Andreas
fault

39 Like déja vu

40 Turner who sang

‘The Best
41 Marzipan

ingredient
43 Pigay

Ehr New ﬂork Time

Crossw

44 Cooking utensil

from central
Spain?

47 Like a starless
Sky

48 Alt. spelling
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0 rd
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Down
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After Lois Finally Realized that
Stewie was Trying to Kill Her
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© Puzzles by Pappocom

Puzzie by Paula Gamache

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box

’ First N.F.L. QB 45 Crucifix A program . :
with consecutive it 1suaiiv has one contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.
SCIIf n y <
10-touchdown

46 Subject of the
1999 film “Le
YQ‘Hi;:‘»
Retrouve

3 “Stupid me!

passing seasons

5 Evelid wok

39 Novelist Ferber

103 | 6 Ooze

19 Karate blow
11 Acid neutralizers i

0 The last Mrs »7 Table scraps
42 “ Organum Chaplin

59 Geezers' replies

v

(1620 Francis
Bacon work)

51 Minute part of a

minute: Abbr 60 Dads

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS

Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year)

Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young
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Solution, tips, and computer program at www.sudoku.com
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Brown’s star rising quickly
in Dallas

Every \r, only 1 handftu

NFl ven make active rosters, let

lone play on Sunday

Former Cal Polvy cornerback
Courtney Brown, though, has al
ready become a top-flight special
teamer for the Dallas Cowbovys
Listed as a third-string free safety

ind wearing No. 27 for Dallas,

Brown has been all over the field
on kickott and punt coverag