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Students fight to freeze tuition 
rates with new baiiot initiative

Cassandra Carlson
MUSTANC; DAllY

Cal Poly tuition rates rose 7 per­
cent for all majors this year from 
2()06-07. O ver the past six years at 
U C  and CSU  campuses, tuition  has 
nearly doubled.

W ith the loom ing tu ition crisis 
falling upon California, action has 
spurred am ong college students to 
file the first student-led ballot ini­
tiative w ith the California attorney 
general and, if qualified, it will be 
put on the Novem ber 2008 ballot.

The initiative calls for a five- 
year tu ition freeze for resident un ­
dergraduates in both U C and CSU 
systems. After the fifth year, future 
tuition  increases would have to fol­
low along with inflation index.

The group Students and Families 
for Tuition R elief N ow  started the 
process for the initiative a year ago 
w ith students in the Bay Area.

“This last sum m er the movem ent 
truly crystallized as a clear organi­
zation,” said Jeremy Bearer-Friend, 
one o f the g roup’s lead organizers.

“This campaign is unlike any 
other —  we are not paying for sig­

natures; we are showing students 
coordinating and being organized. 
Really, the goal is for students to 
flex their muscles.”

The group is leading the proposi­
tion along w ith organizing on many 
public campuses across the state to 
push its proposal. They are hoping 
to collect 434,()()() signatures from 
early January through April while 
encouraging young voters to make 
it to the polls in N ovem ber 2008.

“Students at each campus in 
California are getting involved and 
we want m ore students,” campaign 
director Chris Vaeth said.

“ We have a lot o f  signatures to 
accomplish but there are 650,000 
students on U C  and Cal State cam ­
puses that can sign and also parents, 
faculty and any registered Califor­
nia voters.”

Students and Families for Tu­
ition R elief N ow  has infrastructure 
support from Greenlining A ction, a 
nonprofit public policy organiza­
tion im pacting low -incom e com ­
munities. T he organization took on 
this initiative because it felt college 
students need this freeze.

“College students are struggling.

NEEDED FOR THE PETITION:

434,0
^U iKA tures

_yfrom the

650,tX)0
CSU and UC students who can sign

especially w ith textbook, credit 
cards, and student loan companies 
taking advantage o f them ,” Vaeth 
said. “We want to stop attacks on 
affordability.

“There is a need for an educated 
workforce. Silicon Valley is in San 
Jose because o f the education o f 
graduates w ho enter the field but it 
may be any day now where there 
will be less and less college gradu­
ates due to the lack o f affbrdabil-

LAUREN RABAINO MUSTANG DAILY

• ” ity.
A nother factor in the proposed 

law will create new revenue specifi­
cally for the cost o f  educating U C  
and CSU  students through a 1-p e r­
cent tax on individuals w ho make 
m ore than $1 million.

Administrators from both systems 
would be accountable by law to re­
port to a citizens’ panel o f  students

see Tuition, page 2

Writers, producers agree to 
resume negotiation talks
Kate Stanhope
UMLY BRUIN (UGLA)

Monday marked a new chapter in 
the Writers Guild o f America strike 
as the WCfA and Alliance o f Motion 
Picture and Television Prciducers re­
sumed negotiations.

If negotiations succeed, television 
writers would finally be able to get 
back to wt>rk and salvage their day­
time and primetime series before they 
run out o f new episodes.

Several shows, such as “The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart,” have been in 
a*peats and have suffered ad revenue 
los.ses since the strike began. While it 
would take some time, new episodes 
o f such late n i ^ t  show’s would air as 
soon as their writers w ea  able to put 
together enough material.

Also, nonwriting staff members of 
television shows, such as stagehands 
and make-up and hair staff, would be 
able to return to work before losing 
their jobs that they could otherwise 
lose as soon as Nov. 30.

With the strike going into its 
fourth week, many in the entertain­
ment industry are hoping this will 
also mark the final chapter o f this 
coast-to-coast saga.

Twelve-thousand film and televi­
sion writers in both Los Angeles and 
New York City have been picketing 
outside some o f Hollywood’s biggest 
studios and networks in hopes o f re­
ceiving larger compensation for In­
ternet viewings and DVD sales.

Currendy, writers receive four 
cents per DVD sale and no residuals

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Actor John Stamos, center, and other cast members from ‘*ER” sup­
port members of the Writers Guild of America as they strike outside 
the Warner Bros. Television Studios in Los Angeles on Nov. 6.

from iTunes sales or advertising-sup­
ported free rebroadcasts on Web sites 
such as abc.com.

It seems that now that production 
on television shows has shut down 
due to the strike, both writers and 
producers are leaning closer to end­
ing the strike rather than letting it 
play out for months as many within 
Hollywood had predicted earlier.

“1 suspect that there is enough 
pres.sure on both sides. We’ve pound-

ed the table; let’s get serious here, 
and the producers alliance will end 
up giving the writers something. It 
won’t be as much as writers wanted 
... they’ll end up compromfsing,” said 
Howard Súber, profes.sor emeritus at 
UCLA’s School ofTheater, Film and 
Television.

Richard Walter, professor o f screen- 
writing and lifetime WGA member,

see Strike, page 2

Prostitution 
bust in SLO 
sends 5 to jail
Coral Snyder
MUSTANG DAILY

In an undercover sting operation, 
police arrested five suspects from the 
(Central Coast from Nov. 9 to Nov. 15 
for allegedly soliciting or agreeing to 
engage in prostitution.

Investigations began about a year 
ago w hen complaints o f  robberies 
were taking place through the Web 
site Craigslist.com.

The site gets m ore than 30 m il­
lion hits per m onth  and can be used 
to look for or advertise housing, local 
activities, items for sale and romance.

Police got involved after individu­
als reported that they used the site to 
order a stripper, but were then robbed 
instead.

Samantha W olcott, 19, o f  San Luis 
Obispo, was arrested after M ustang 
Village housing complex m anage­
m ent alerted authorities that they 
suspected one o f their residents o f  us­
ing the site to solicit prostitution.

“Som eone undercover replied to 
her ad on Craigslist.com, m et her and 
exchanged money, and talked about 
sexual acts,” said San Luis Obispo Po­
lice Lt. Bill Proll.

A uthorities said W olcott has al­
legedly been using the site to solicit 
prostitution at one o f the M ustang 
Village complexes for quite some 
time.

see Prostitution, page 2
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The president and the prizewinner: Bush and Gore, together again
lien  Feller
ASSiK IMII) I'kiss

ASSOC:iATKn PRESS

President Bush, right, poses for a photo 
with form er Vice President Al Gore, and 
other 2007 Nobel Prize winners, not shown.

WASl llN (iT O N  — lalk about an incon- 
vcniait truth,

A1 Core tiiially won his place in tlie Oval 
Otlice on Monday —  right next to Ceorge W 
Bush.

Forever linked by the closest and craziest 
presidential race in histor\’, the two men were 
reunited by, o f all things, White House tradition. 
Core was among the 2(M)7 Ntibel Prize winners 
who were invited in for a photo and some chat­
ter with the president; (íore got the recognition 
tor his work on global warming.

The two men stood next to other, sharing 
uncomfortable grins for photographers and re­
porters, who were quickly ushered in and out.

“Famili.ir taces,” the former vice president 
said o f the media. Bush, still smiling, added noth­
ing.

The two also had a 4()-niinute meeting in 
the Oval Otiice, part o f Bush’s effort to sIk w  
some outreach to his longtime rival.

Bush aides said it was private and would not 
comment on it.

Core, trailed hy the press as he left the White 
1 louse very publicly on foot, allowed that he and 
Bush spent the whole time t.ilking about global 
warming.

“1 ie w.is very gracious in setting up the 
meeting aiul it was a very good and substantive 
conversation,” Core said. “And that’s all 1 want 
to say about it.”

Core’s presence added unlikely buzz to a 
photo op that normally would h.ive been bur­
ied by Bush’s Mideast peace foniys. It is not like 
these two cross paths much.They have not met 
privately since then-Presideiit-elect Bush paid a 
visit —  short, and not that sweet — to Core's 
residence in December 2000.

That W.1S back when the acrimony was ffesli, 
in a country still in disbelief over an election 
that seemed never-ending. Ultimately, the U.S. 
Supreme Cxiurt certified Bush’s .S.^7-vote vic­
tory margin over Core in Fkirida to settle the 
outcome.

Since then, (iore h.is not shied away from 
criticizing Bush; his latest book,“The Assault on 
Reason,” is a relentless attack against the admin­
istration. And the White House’s response when 
Ciore won the Nobel Prize was less than giddy.

Never mind all that.
“ I know that this president does not harbor 

any resentments,” White I louse press secretary 
I )ana Pernio said.“ Never has.”

Indeed, the White 1 louse tried to make clear 
that Bush w.is hosting Ciore not out o f obliga­
tion, but genuine interest.

Bush personally invited Core. The White 
1 louse changed its original date to accommo­
date (¡ore. And then there was the private Bush- 
Core meeting, too.

When it was over, the scene took a bit ot turn 
for the weird.

Core said he didn’t want to comment. But 
with the media waiting for him. Core and his 
wife,Tipper, walked out along Pennsylvania Av­
enue and up 17th Street, toward his nearby of­
fice —  even though the White House is adept 
at helping people slip away unnoticed il they 
want.

7'he media horde followed the Cores for sev­
eral minutes.

When a veteran reporter asked Core if he 
missed all the attention, he adeptly turned the 
question around. “When you leave this beat,” he 
said,“ I’m gonna ask you.”

luition
continued from page !

and parents on where the funds would be spent.
“This will generate new m oney for the students 

and costs o f education,’’Vaeth said.
“This means that it could be used on higher wages 

for faculty, improved libraries or even textbook sup­
port.”

Last week Lt. Cov. John Caraniendi called for a 
cap on student fees w hile the UC" R egents and CSU 
Board o f Trustees approved a 2()()H-()9 budget that 
could raise student fees 10 percent if  the state does 
not provide funds needed.

“ W hen there are budget deficits the first stop is 
students. It does not make sense —  it is a public in ­
stitution and the vast m ajority o f  Californians want 
affordability,” Bearer-Friend said.

Strike
continued from page 1

remains hopeful but also realistic on 
the prospect of a settlement, especially 
alter the t.ilks for striking Broadway 
stagehands failed tw'o weeks ago.

With late-night tilk tests such as 
“The Tonight Show with jay Leno” 
already in reruns and both daytime 
soaps and primetime séricas coming 
closer to reaching the same fate, end­
ing the strike now would be benefi­
cial to bt)th sides.

Even though incR*ased DVD re­
siduals m.iy seem like the bigger 
moneymaker, Wiilter s.iid the main 
thing keeping the WCA and the Al­
liance at odds is the futuR of Internet 
streaming.

Writers h.ive never before* been 
compensated when their materi.il airs 
for fR*e on the Internet, since these 
shows are technically free, but because 
the .lirings generate advertising r*v-

You deserve 
a break.

mustangdally.net
We’v« got pl«nty to distract you 

from thosa textbooks.

enue, it seems there is still a profit to 
be had.

These resumed negotiations, first 
announced Nov. 16, signify to many 
the W GA’s strength in the first weeks 
of the strike, especially with television 
show runners, which an.* people who 
serve .as both writers and pmduc- 
ers, such as “Desperate Housewives’” 
Marc Cherry.

“O ne of the things that 1 assume 
IS driving the return to the negotiat­
ing table is the show runners (and) 
the vote the show runners took to 
not pmvide any services (during the 
strike),” Súber said. “Show runners 
were told by the studios, ‘All right, 
you can’t write, but you can pmduce,’ 
and the position they chose to take 
W.IS as a united front. Some wanted 
to do their pmducing duties, but they 
went along with the united front.”

While 111 many ways this strike has 
pkiyed out much like the list WGA 
strike in 19K8, the unity of the writ­
ers and the show runners this time

amund is a noticeable and beneficial 
difference.

“ Way back then theR * was more 
dissent within the guild, particuhirly 
involving the show runners.This year, 
very much to their cR*dit, despite fi­
nancial risk, show runners h.ive been 
very pR)-guild. pRidiiction has been 
affr'cted much more directly and 
quickly than anticipated by manage­
ment,” Walter said.

“ I’ve never seen anything like 
this in all my years —  and I’ve been 
tliRiugh seven or eight strikes.”

GO ONLINE TO 
mustangdaily.net

TO VOTE IN TODAY'S POLL: 
Which TV show will
you miss the most if 
the strike continues?

Prostitution
continued from page I

“ I was shocked,” said Mustang 
Village resident and kinesiology 
sophomore Jillian Sherman.

“ I didn’t feel that 1 was in any 
danger living there. I was also sur­
prised that those types o f people 
liv’ing in the community were do­
ing things like that and almost get­
ting away with it.”

The second portion o f the sting 
operation took place at Motel 6 
North in San Luis C'ibispo, where 
four men were arrested for alleg­
edly attempting to purchase sexual

acts: Corey Faulkner, 18, o f Los 
Osos; Nichy I Gordon, 35, o f Atasca­
dero; Cory Lewis, 21, o f San Luis 
Obispo; and Charles Ritter, 56, o f 
Santa Maria.

Each suspect reportedly an­
swered a fake advertisement posted 
by police and unknowingly met 
with a female undercover investi­
gator who was posing as a prosti­
tute.

Bolice said that none o f the men 
arrested had any link or connection 
with Wolcott and that the suspects 
are not part o f a prostitution ring.

The suspects were booked into 
San Luis Obispo County jail and 
their bail was set at $2,(K)().

Close To Selling Out!! Don’t Wait To Get Your Tickets
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Bush, Mideast leaders voice measured optimism about peace
A nne G earan
ASSCX lAII.IJ CKI SS

President liusli stepped cautiously into the 
most direc t Mideast peaceinaking ot his adiiiin- 
istration on Monday, meeting separately with 
the leaders o f Israel and the Palestinian Author­
ity to explore whether peace is possible.

A day ahead o f a major Mideast peace con­
ference in Annapolis, Md., Bush said he was 
optimistic. The gathering is to launch the first 
direct peace talks betueen Israel and the Pales­
tinians o f Bush’s nearly seven years in office, and 
has attracted Arab and other outside backing.

Israeli and l^alestinian leaders have already 
said they want to conclude a bargain within the 
14 months that Bush has left in office. The two 
sicies were unable to frame a blueprint for the 
talks before they came to the United States, and 
negotiations over the text were expected to con­
tinue into Tuesday.

Bush emerged fixjin an Oval Office meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and 
told him; “I’m looking forward to continuing 
our serious dialogue with you and the president 
o f the Palestinian Authority to see whether or 
not peace is possible. I’m optimistic. I know that 
you’re optimistic.’’

Next, he met with Palestinian Prc*sident 
Mahmoud Abbas, who stressed the need to 
address issues o f Palestinian statehood, sticking 
points that have doomed previou peace efforts.

“We have a great deal o f hope that this con­
ference will produce permanent status negotia­
tions, expanded negotiations, over all permanent 
status issues that would lead to a peace agree­
ment between Israel and the Palestinian people,’’ 
he said. “7 his is a great initiative and we need his 
(Bush’s) continuing effort to achieve this objec- 
tive.

Olmert said that international support —

ASSOdATED PRESS

Palestinian women hold pictutes of prisoners held in Israeli jails during a Mideast peace summit.

from Bush and also, presumably, from the Arab 
nations that will attend the conference —  could 
make this effort succeed where others have 
failed.

“This time, it’s different because we are going 
to have a lot o f participation in what I hope will 
launch a serious process negotiation between us 
and the Palestinians,” Olmert said. He was refer­
ring to the talks expected to begin in earnest 
after this week’s U.S.-hosted meetings.

“We and the Palestinians will sit together in 
Jerusalem and work out something that will be 
very good,” C’)lniert said. As to timing, he added 
later: “We definitely will have to sit down very

The agreement that w.as shaping up, as Pal­
estinian official Yasser Abed Kabbo described it, 
is a starting point for negotiations and sketches 
only vague bargaining terms. The big questions 
that have doomed previous peace efforts would 
come later.

The document was to include a formal an­
nouncement o f the renewal o f peace talks. Abed 
Rabbo said. It will set a target o f concluding ne­
gotiations before Bush leaves office in January 
2(K)9.And it commits the two sides to resolving 
the key issues that divide them.

Some in Bush’s administration doubt that a 
settlement is pos.sible in such a short time llame 
and have reservations about whether the Pales­

tinians, in particular, are ready to make necessary 
concessions. The gtial o f the talks is to set up an 
independent Palestinian state altingside Israel.

Bush’s tempered outlook as he readied the 
Annapolis conference suggested he has his own 
misgivings, although administration spokesmen 
said the United States will remain closely in­
volved after Tuesday’s session closes.

State Department spokesman Sean M cCor­
mack said the administration is committed to 
moving the process forward but added t hat “ul­
timately, it’s going to come down to the two 
parties and bridging the differences that now 
exist between them on all the issues that we 
know are out there.”

White House press secretary Dana Pernio 
said Bush urged Olmert and Abbas to “seize the 
moment.”

“He said history is full o f missed opportuni­
ties because people just looked to the down­
side,” she said.

The Palestinian question underlies numer­
ous other conrticts and grievances in the Middle 
East, and has scattered hundreds of thousands 
o f Palestinians across several Arab states. The 
Palestinians are unlikely to strike any bargain 
that their Arab backers and neighbors do not 
support, so the Annapolis conference is meant 
to make Arabs what one administration offi­
cial called “ground-floor investors” in the new 
round o f talks.

Saudia Arabia, linchpin o f Arab support for 
the new peace push, said it agreed to attend af­
ter receiving assurances that the Bush adminis­
tration would remain energetic after the talks 
begin, and intervene with its own ideas if nec­
essary.

“When the president says I am fully back­
ing this effort, 1 will use every resource ... how 
can you not be confident?” asked the kingdom’s 
foreign minister. Prince Saud al-Faisal.

Customer Appreciation
SALE 30% off

30% off All Cal Poly gift merchandise
Including: sweatshirts, tees, glassware, hats, scarves, beanies, 

license plate frames, jackets, ladies fashion and more!

All regular priced general books
Including: holiday books, cook books, fiction, travel. Journals,

childrens, g ift books and more!

All Holiday gift merchandise
Including: figurines, ornaments, g ift wrap, boxed cards,

plates & mugs, stuffed animals, and toys!

All art, office, and student supplies
•Excludes; computer department, textbooks, photo department, special orders, magazines, rainbow sandals, food, health & beauty, graduation caps, gowms and tickets.

A  NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION SERVING C a L Po LY SINCE 1933 '

W W W . elcarralbookstore. cam
El Corral 
Bookstore
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“Do you think prostitution 

shouid be iegai?”
Compiled and photographed by Rachel Gellman
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“ I’d say no because it’s 
synonymous with other 
illegal activities.”

—  Brian Stack, 
political science senior

"No, I don’t think our 
country should support it 
because of the message 
it sends the youth.”

—  Kat Chew, 
animal science senior

"No, because it’s an easy 
way to spread disease.”

—  Kevin Ryan, 
mechanical engineering 
freshman

“No, because it’s 
demoralizing for the 
women doing it.”

—  AH Ramin,
liberal studies sophomore
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State
R E D W O O D  C IT Y  (AP) —

A man who confessed to pulling 
the trigger in an 18-year-old mur­
der is set to be the prosecution’s 
star witness —  not the one facing 
jail.

San Mateo County prosecutors 
say Jesse Rodriguez o f Los Angeles 
was in his 30s when he confessed 
to shooting Robert Perruquet o f 
Daly City in April 1989.

But Rodriguez was only 14 at 
the time o f the killing, authorities 
said. Under state law at the time 
the crime was committed, he can’t 
be tried as an adult.

But if he were tried as a juvenile, 
the longest sentence he could face 
is incarceration until he turned 25.
H e’s now 33 years old.

• • •
SAN D IE G O  (AP) —  The

San Diego Zoo’s panda cub has a 
name and it’s Precious.

It’s also Zhen Zhen in Chinese.
Following Cdiinese tradition, 

the zoo waited until the cub, which 
was born Aug. 3, reached 100 days 
old before giving her a name.

More than 2,4(M) names were 
initially submitted by zoo visitors. 
Those were narrowed to four and 
then 36 percent o f voters chose 
Zhen Zhen in an online poll.

The other choices were Li 
Hua (Beautiful C^hina). Ming Zhu 
(Bright Treasure) and Xiao Li (Lit­
tle Beauty).

Briefs
National

MILWAUKEE (AP) —  A
former police officer who stole his 
dead cousin’s identity to get on the 
force will not go to prison but must 
leave the country, a judge decided 
Monday.

(3scar Ayala-Corntjo, 25, was 
charged in federal court with falsely 
representing himself as an American 
citizen after an anonymous tip led 
the US. 1 )epartment o f Homeland 
Security to him.

He was arrested May 31 and 
agreed to a plea deal about two 
weeks later. He was fired from the
department in June.

• • •
A LB U Q U ER Q U E, N.M  

(AP) -  Instead of highlighting 
New Mexico’s picturesque desert 
landscapes, art galleric's or centu­
ries-old culture, a new' tourism 
campaign features drooling, gro­
tesque office workers fmm outer 
space chatting about their personal 
lives.

The 30-second TV spots —  
which lead in muncLibout fashion 
to the tag line that New Mexico 
may be “the best place in the Uni­
verse’’ —  are provocative, tunny 
and bold.

But to increasingly vocal critics, 
the state-financed ad campaign is 
a possible threat to the well-being 
of the state’s $5.1 billion tourism 
industry'. In other words, while the 
ads may yield a chuckle or tsvo, the 
joke is on New’ Mexico.

International
BA GH D A D  (AP) —  Masked 

gunmen stormed the family home 
o f a journalist who was associated 
with Saddam Hussein’s party and 
critical of the Iraqi government, 
killing 11 relatives as they ate break­
fast in a neighborhood known as a 
Shiite militia stronghold, colleagues 
said Mondiiy.

Dhia al-Kawaz, editor o f the 
Jordan-based Asawat al-Iraq news 
agency, was in Jordiui when his 
sisters, their husbands and children 
were reportedly killed Sunday in 
north Baghdad’s Shaab district.

According to the new’s agency’s 
Web site, witnesses said more than 
five masked men broke into the 
home and opened fire, then planted 
a bomb insiele.

• • •
L O N D O N  (AP) —  The

woman behind the gentle, even 
voice which warns London’s sub­
way commuters to “Mind the gap’’ 
w’as fired after telling a newspaper 
she thought the transit network was 
dreadful.

Emma Cdarke has been a*cord- 
ing messages for London’s sprawling 
subway network, popularly known 
as the Tube, since 1999 , In addition 
to warning passengers to watch 
their step in walking between sub­
way cars and the platform, she also 
reads the trains’ stops, tells London­
ers how long they have to wait until 
their next ride, and delivers service 
upilates.
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TEXTBOOK BOYBACK
November 29 - December 10.2007 • 3 Locations!

( In Front of El Corral Bookstore )
November 29 • 7:45am - 6:00pm 
November 30 • 7:45am - 4:30pm 
December 1 • 11:00am - 4:00pm

Dexter lewn Tent
December 3 - 7 • 8:30am - 4:30pm

December 3 - 7 • 7:45am - 6:00pm 
December 8 • 8:00am - 4:00pm 
December 10 • 9:00am - 4:00pm

(  lit. BISHOP Bead Drive Throngli )
December 3 - 7 • 9:00am - 5:00pm

10% BONUS Deposit your buyback cash into 
Campus Express & receive an extra 10% 

Cal Poly ID Required for Buyback

El Corral 
Bookstore

‘See store for details
A NONl’KOn roRl.ANIZAI ION SLKVINt. L a I I’olV SlNl 1 l<>Jj

www.elcorralboakQtcre.ciom

http://www.niiistangdaily.net
http://www.elcorralboakQtcre.ciom


arts editors

In the hoHday spirit
Coral Snyder
MUSTANC DAILY

As the holiday season nears, so will the sounds o f the 
San Luis Obispo Vocal Arts Ensemble, a local chorus that 
features music from the late medieval period through 
the early Renaissance as well as work from some m od­
ern composers.

Concerts will be performed at 8 p.m. Dec. 1 at Mis­
sion San Luis Obispo and at 3 p.m. Dec. 2 at the Per­
forming Arts Center, which will feature the Forbes Pipe 
Organ.

“ It’s wonderful mu­
sic, the student rush is a 
deal and you get to hear 
the Forbes Pipe O r­
gan,” said Brian Lawler, 
a Cal Poly professor 
and choir member.

The choir has been 
singing for 31 years 
and has competed and 
placed in world-class 
competitions in loca­
tions such as Austria,
Canada and Wales. The 
chorus is composed of 
55 men and women, 
and is directed by Gary 
Lamprecht.

The Vocal Arts 
Youth C hoir —  a 
newly formed choir 
composed o f individu­
als ranging in age hx>m 
16 to 26 —  will jo in  the Vocal Arts Ensemble this holi­
day season.

The choir will be singing to music by composers 
such as Josquin des Pres ftom the 15th century, a piece 
composed by both Nathan G ounod, who used work 
from Johann Sebastian Bach and David Willcocks, a 
19th-century composer.

The choir has been practicing for the concerts since 
July and will be performing all the pieces fix)m memory
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The San Luis O bupo Vocal Arts Ensemble will perform holi­
day concerts this weekend at M ission San Luis O bispo and 
Cal Pbly’s Performing Arts Center.

under strict direction from Lamprecht.
“We’re really good, and students will get the chance 

to hear fantastic music,” Lawler said.
The first concert at the mission will be a smaller ven­

ue, and the audience may enjoy a more religious experi­
ence because o f the location.

“A lot o f  people will like the concert at the Mission 
because o f a certain spiritual feeling that is more old 
and earthy,” said Elaine Genasci, the Vocal Arts Ensemble 
executive director.

The second concert at the Performing Arts Center 
will be in a larger venue and have a different sound

because o f the Forbes 
Pipe Organ.

The organ has 
2,767 pipes and took 
eight weeks to build. 
It also required two 
people working 12 
hours per day over 
a period o f  nine 
months to tune. It was 
first used in a concert 
this past June and will 
be played in this con­
cert by Vocal Arts En­
semble accompanist 
Barbara Hoff.

“The concerts 
themselves are a nice 
way to start off the 
holiday season,” Ge­
nasci said.

Tickets for the 
mission performance 

and special seats at the Performing Arts C enter perfor­
mance can be purchased online at www.vocaIarts.org or 
by calling 541-6797.

Student tickets are on sale for $13, and the concert 
at the Performing Arts C enter will have a special stu­
dent rush. Students with a valid ID w ho arrive there 30 
minutes prior to the beginning o f  the concert will be 
eligible to purchase tickets for $5. The special student 
discount tickets must be purchased at the door.

ÍX
# I

COURTESY PHOTOS

sniMiBismra
Submit your poetry^hotography and short stories to

. M u s T A N G D A i L Y A R T S @ g  m a  11 .C O  m
a chance to  be featured in the Mustang Daily.
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‘Dreaming’ a jewel 
(despite its flaws)
My generous editors m ade w riting  this colum n fairly 

easy w hen they accepted my pitch: Every week, I would 
w rite  about a different book 1 loved and w hich 1 thought 
you, dear reader, w ould find w orth  your time. Ah, the luxu­
ry o f  being able to pick w hatever literary w ork 1 was in the 
m ood to  w rite  about and then sing its praises.

Given this freedom , I find myself slightly baffled to 
have chosen a book w ith some rather glaring flaws. “The 
D ream ing Jewels” was acclaimed science fiction w riter 
T heodore  S turgeon’s first book and, well, it often feels like 
a first book ... and not one touched by beg inner’s luck. 
T he prose is occasionally pedestrian, several supporting 
characters are underdeveloped, and the narrative is som e­
times m ore choppy than coherent. And yet ... the book 
is rarely less than com pulsively readable. Flaws and all, it 
remains a haunting and darkly beautiful work that locates 
the hum anity w ith in  the seemingly (sometimes literally) 
inhum an and the poetry  w ith in  the squalid.

T he story’s central character is H orty  Bluett, an 8-year- 
old boy w h o ’s abused at hom e and ridiculed by his class­
mates. His only real “ frien d ” is Junky, a jack -in -th e -b o x  
doll w ith bejeweled eyes. After H o rty ’s stepfather inflicts 
a singularly cruel punishm ent on him , he runs away. W ith 
Junky, o f  course. H e eventually finds refuge w ith a m ysteri­
ous carnival populated by fellow outcasts and i t ’s here, as 
H orty  finally has w hat he can legitim ately call a family, 
w here both  the w arm th and terro r o f  the story em erge.

M ixing elem ents o f  com ing o f  age, love, science fic­
tion , fantasy, h o rro r and mystery. Sturgeon takes the reader 
through a shadowy yet vividly realized world o f  “carn i­
val dark,” at once m ore m enacing and m ore hum ane than 
evident on first im pression. H e also mixes in them es o f 
identity, both natural and re-invented (including gender 
sw itching), self-acceptance and revenge. O f  course, it can 
be a fool’s errand to  m ix such disparate genre elem ents and 
ideas in to  a fluid and fully realized narrative and, tru th  be 
to ld . Sturgeon doesn’t always succeed at it. But he succeeds 
m ore than most w riters m ight have, and the result, though 
uneven, is consistently in trigu ing  and engaging, and at 
times, magical.

A decade after the publication o f  “T h e  D ream ing Jew ­
els,” R ay Bradbury published his own tale o f  a carnival 
w ith supernatural elem ents, “ Som ething W icked This Way 
Com es.” W ith a m ore cohesive narrative and a popular 
screen adaptation in 1983, “ Som ething W icked” would be­
com e, by far, the b e tte r-know n  tale o f  carnival dark, leav­
ing S turgeon’s tale respected but, in com parison, neglected. 
Perhaps, though, th e re ’s som ething poetic about an id io ­
syncratic tale o f  the m arginalized rem aining som ew hat on 
the margins o f  its genre(s). And perhaps it was the debt 
“Som ething W icked” owed to  “Jewels” that led Bradbury 
to  a d m it,“ ! look upon Sturgeon w ith a secret and grow ing 
jealousy.”

If  a master such as Bradbury had reason to be jealous 
o f  S turgeon’s singular w riting  ability, the rest o f  us simply 
have reason to be grateful.

Q uentin D unne is a psychology graduate student and M us- 
tan^ Daily hook reviewer.
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‘Hitman’ hits right spot
D aniel M o rriso n
DAIIY MISSISSIl'I'lAN (U. MISSISSIl'Pl)

Historically, movies based on 
video games are failures at the box 
otVice with a few minor exceptions.

“Hitman” should become an­
other one of the successful excep­
tions. 1 he film doesn’t expand the 
plot of the video game series nor 
does it follow any one o f the games 
specifically.

The Organization is a ghost 
corporation that uses well-trained 
agents to pertbrm high-level assassi­
nations for the highest bidder, with 
Agent 47 being the best o f these 
soldiers.

Timothy Olyphant is the elusive 
Agent 47, following the character 
outline established by the games.

He IS methodical, ruthless and 
rarely hesitates when performing a 
hit. The movie shows the audience 
a few of the reasons the games have 
been so successful. Agent 47 uses 
many ways to eliminate his targets; 
these methods often don’t use bul­
lets.

At the beginning o f the movie. 
Agent 47 blows up his targets by 
forcing a man to swallow a ball of 
CM explosive, illustrating the killer’s 
ability to think beyond convention­
al methods.

The movie does an excellent job 
at using this format to give the au­
dience action at an almost nonstop 
pace.

The only other major ditference 
between the movie and the games

Tim othy O lyphant plays Agent 47, 
tation “H itm an.”

is Nika lioronina, played by Olga 
Kurylenko. She is a prostitute who 
belongs to one o f the targets who 
47 must eliminate.

The agent saves her life and 
protects her while attempting to 
uncover why he was set up at the 
opening o f the film.

This would never happen in the 
games, but it works in the movie, 
because Nika is the sex symbol for 
everyone but 47, which is consistent 
with his character. The film isn’t 
an C')scar winner, but video game 
crossovers never are.

The film gives the audience an 
enjoyable experience by delivering 
a character with whom some are 
familiar but most aren’t. The game 
also has a cameo in the movie, with

CXIURTESY PHOTO

an a&sassin in the video game adap-

two kids playing “ Hitman 2: Silent 
Assassin” while Agent 47 is run­
ning through a hotel to escape fniiii 
Russian police.

This is a nice, fun touch that will 
impress the people who have played 
the games, because it’s rare that a 
video game is recognized as a form 
of entertainment. Sometimes the 
acting and character interaction is 
a little choppy, but I attribute that 
more to the lack o f information 
from the games than to poor act­
ing.

This movie will appeal to action 
tans as well as gamers who know 
the character. For me, the movie 
was a huge success, and the film 
shied away from going over the top 
like so many other crossovers.
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“ I’m Not There,” a new film about singer Bob Dylan, chronicles the life 
o f the famed musician.

Dylan film 
insightful
A riel R az
DAIlY C AIIFO R N IAN  (u< HEKKtLfcY)

“ I’m N ot There,” a new film 
from directorTodd Haynes,explores 
the myth o f Bob Dylan through a 
num ber o f Dylanesque figures wo­
ven together into a complex web 
o f politics, art, history, myth and in­
tersecting identities.

Haynes gives us the prepuhes- 
cent idealist and the adolescent 
cynic, a drunken rambler, a born- 
again C'hristian.a persistent recluse, 
a famous chauvinist cliché and a 
confusing prophet. In the end. we 
have a film that may or may not be 
about liob 1 )ylan, exploring known 
facts about him while asserting the 
ambiguities. It’s a film that may be 
more telling about what is project­
ed on to the figure than what we 
know to be true.

The title o f the film is a refer­
ence to a somewhat obscure track 
recorded after Dylan was seriously 
injured in a m otorcycle accident 

* on July 29, 1968. The incident is 
known for producing serious in­
trospection on Dylan’s part, caus­
ing him to reinvent him self soon 
thereafter and release the album 
John Wesley Harding, known for 
its shocking references to the Bi­
ble, and for its even more shock­
ing earnestness. In tru th , D ylan’s 
three albums prior to  his accident 
had all moved away from politi­
cal expression to the exploration 
o f the mystical, postm odern iden­
tity. After his accident, there was a 
disconnection from “his genera­
tion” that never was m ended. A re­
enactm ent o f  this m otorcycle crash 
is the shot that composes the title 
o f  the film, and the notion o f rein­
vention is its structural base.

The highlight o f  the film is 
w ithout a doubt Cate Blanchett’s 
Jude Q uinn in England (Haynes 
never refers to Dylan by name), 
what will in all likelihood be an 
Oscar-nom inated performance for 
the actress. Blanchett’s androgynous 
characterization works surprisingly 
well, perhaps even better so when 
Haynes makes repeated references 
to the theatricality o f her perfor­
mance. At one point, she walks in 
to a bathroom and takes hold o f 
some eyeliner, later emerging with 

, ' , a ‘ scribbled-on moustache. Later,

she makes references to a bandniate 
lacking balls while her breasts are 
nearly visible beneath through an 
over-sized collared shirt.

IVrhaps Blanchett best em bod­
ies Dylan because she is aware that 
she is not him, while the characters 
around her do their best to cajole 
some conclusive facts about the man 
they think is their idealistic leader.

W hile the film covers ideas 
that have been discussed else­
where, Haynes’ etVort is the first 
one to delve into Dylan’s period 
as a born-again (d iristian, when 
he made some o f  his most contro­
versial music.To his credit, Haynes 
gets away from the 1 )ylati that ev­
erybody is comfortably reiiieiii- 
bering-the early to mill ’60s ver­
sion. But then again. Pastor John 
(played as awkward and im prudent 
by C'hristian Bale) is not nearly 
as seductive as Blaiichett’s Jude, 
the character H.iynes seems to fa­
vor. The other Dylans are either 
wonderfully charm ing or don 't fit 
with the rest o f  the story and be­
come difficult to watch, w hich is 
the main problem with the film: 
It lacks cohesion and is difficult to 
keep up w ith. This might be the 
hazard o f  making a film com posed 
o f separate narratives that connect 
obliquely.Yet in one sense, Haynes 
has it easy, for the music,composed 
partly o f  covers from artists like 
Yo La Tengo and Sonic Youth, and 
partly by recordings o f  Dylan him ­
self, is embarrassingly rich.

In the case o f  l>ylan, the incon­
clusive finish matches well with the 
figure, who is to this day still sput­
tering his way across the country on 
what he calls “The Never-Ending 
Tour.” There are already a number 
o f extraordinary visual records about 
Dylan, including D.A. Penneback- 
er’s “D on’t Look Back” and Martin 
Scorsese’s comprehensive “N o Di­
rection Home.”

Haynes’ film seems to take these 
films as a sort o f  starting point, us­
ing them  to concoct what cannot 
truly be called a biopic but more 
o f an experim ent that delineates 
the trajectory o f a cultural icon. 
Although the film iii.iy not have 
wide appeal, it serves as an ad­
equate entry point to those unfa­
miliar with Dylan and as a satisfy­
ing nod to those already in love.
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From Irish singer-songwriter Damien Rice 
comes his latest incredibly soothing album *9'
R o b e r to  C u rtis
CX)M M ONW fcAnH riMfcS (VIRCINIA COM M DNW EAITH U .)

The am orphous and angelic vocal quality o f  the Irish 
songw riter Damien Kice intrigues and captivates. The 
songs com e pouring out o f his bleeding heart in his lat­
est album, titled “9.”

Almost entirely self-produced, the album ’s engineers 
are also the same musicians perform ing on the album.

In keeping w ith his reputation. R ice ’s abilities to 
swoon and provoke thought are present throughout. 
Tracks such as “The Animals Were Cione” and “ Acci­
dental Babies’’ show the poe t’s abilities to encapsulate a 
lover’s torm ent. W hether it’s overdone is up to the lis­
tener.

There is some light-heartedness, however, in the 
song, “ Me, My Yoke + 1,’’ which tells o f  a young Irish 
('a tho lic  boy discovering masturbation.

“ Cirey R o o m ’’ tells o f  the hardships o f  long distance 
relationships but actually has a happy ending —  the only 
one on the album.

An interesting gimmick R ice includes on this album 
is the continuation o f  musical and lyrical themes. The 
song “ Elephant” was originally titled “The Blower’s 
Daughter Bart 2 ” but was changed at the last m inute.

“T he Blower’s D aughter” on R ice ’s first album alludes 
to a lost love that was too good to be true, leaving last­
ing em otional scars. “E lephant” continues the torture, 
projecting the cursed love on another relationship and 
suggesting how to best cope w ith history: by finding 
happiness from within.

Also harkening back to the first album is “Sleep 
D on’t Weep.” W hen played with “CTild W ater” from the 
album “CV’ a four-part ray o f brilliance emerges from 
the speakers.

“9” also is considerably a harder album than R ice’s 
previous endeavor. W ith hard-edged tunes such as 
“ Rootless Tree” and the song about touching oneself, 
the progressive developm ents and startling climaxes are 
stimulating if not a bit ofT-color for the rest o f  the al­
bum.

The award for originality, honesty and arrangem ent 
goes to “9 Crim es.” T he strings are used with great ef­
fect throughout the album but especially on this track. 
T he lovely chorus is rem iniscent o f  old H enry M ancini 
arrangem ents o f the la te ‘50s.

C')verall, the album is incredibly soothing —  maybe a 
little too soothing. N icely executed, though, with that 
hom egrow n vibe. R ice and com pany’s album gives their 
listeners a beautiful treat that warms the ears.

COURTESY PH O TO

Dam ien Rice’s album  “9 ” showcases the songwriter’s angelic vocals 
and ability to “pour out his bleeding heart.’’
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Food for thought

Check your
PULSE

by Sarah Bailey

The foods you cat directly affect the performance of 
your brain. Its been pmven that by eating the right food, 
you can boost your improve your mood, he more 
emotionally stable and sharpen your memory'. If you give 
your brain the right nutrients, you will he able to think 
t]uieker and improve your concentration. With finals week 
rapidly approaching, give your brain a little e.xtra boost by 
studying up on a few nutrition tips to help you through 
the last push.

Start your day off smart by eating breakfast. Many stuef- 
ies have shown that skipping breakfast reduces peoples 
performance at school and at work, (ilucose is the primary 
fuel o f the body, and if you are running on empty, your test 
performance may reflect that.
Just like your car, the higher- 
quality fuel you put into it, the 
better the system runs.

B vitamins and essential fat­
ty acids are vital for the brain 
to function properly. The “B” 
complex vitamins are particu­
larly important for the brain 
and play a vital role in produc­
ing energy. These are typically 
found in whole grains, and ce­
reals, such as oatmeal, brown 
rice and whole-wheat pasta.
Vitamins A, C and E are powerful antioxidants to promote 
and preserve memory. Vitamin C helps the absorption of 
iron which increa.ses blood flow to the brain.This is a great 
source o f antioxidants, which may reduce the risk o f de­
veloping cognitive impairment by diminishing oxidative 
stress. Spinach, brussel sprouts, broccoli and cauliflower are 
among the top candidates. Broccoli is a great source o f vi­
tamin K, which is known to enhance cognitive function 
and improve brainpower.

Neurons, the cells responsible for brain communication, 
need fatty acids for rapid signal conduction. Fatty acids also 
regulate key aspects o f the immune system, blood circu­
lation, inflammation, memory and mood. Es,sential fatty 
acids increase alertness, memory and concentration. Intel­
lectual performance requires the specific type o f fat found 
most commonly in fish, known as omega-3 fatty acids. 
Lack o f oniega-3 fats in your diet can lead to depression, 
poor memory, low IQ, learning disahiliries, dyslexia, ADD 
and many more mental disorders. To ensure that your diet 
is rich in omega-3 fats, ensure that you eat plenty o f oily 
fish like salmon, sanlines, trout, tuna, herring, mackerel and 
anchovies.

é

If yoiiVe not into the whole fish thing, try fresh or 
toasted seeds and nuts, such as walnuts, pumpkin seeds and 
flax seeds, along with all the other nuts and seeds. Avoca­
dos, fresh coconut and extra virgin olive oil are also good 
sources o f these hrain-hoostiiig fats. So for finals week, why 
not treat yourself to sushi with salmon ami avocado?

It is equally important, however, to recognize the foods 
that diminish brain power. Alcohol kills brain cells direct­
ly, but there are many less obvious brain-attacking foods. 
Artery-clogging foods can lead to restricted blood flow 
to the brain (hydrogenated oils) and high-glycemic-index 
foods (high-ffuctose corn syrup) can cause terrible blood- 
sugar swings that make both your body and your mind ir­

ritable and sluggish. Be sure to 
get enough water to keep your 
body and brain hydrated. De­
hydration can cause headache 
and mental fatigue. Drink 1.5 
to 2 bters o f water a day to keep 
your brain well-hydrated.

There are other points to 
remember. First, when study­
ing, it’s best to actually take 
a break from studying to eat 
rather than studying and eat­
ing simultaneously. This will 
help control the amount you 

consume and make your choices more conscious. N o one 
likes the feeling o f cramming for a hard test for hours and 
all o f a sudden wondering, “W ho ate all my popcorn?” 
Try some of the following combinations as good snacks 
to avoid blood sugar crashes while studying, or before an 
exam for optimum performance:

• Piece o f fresh fruit and a string cheese stick (1 ounce)
• Handful o f nuts or seeds and 1 carton yogurt
•Vegetables and cottage cheese
• Trail mix with whole-grain cereal, nuts or seeds and

dried fruit
• Granola bar and skim milk
• Peanut butter sandwich
• Whole-wheat English muffin with hummus
• Tuna salad with whole-wheat crackers

Good luck with finals!

Sarah Bailey is a fiutrition senior, a Mustanj^ Daily nutrition 
columnist and a member o f PU LSE. E-mail her your ques­
tions at slbailey@calpoly.edu.

Good brain foods
Avocados 
Bananas 

Beef, lean 
Broccoli 

Brown rice 
Brussel sprouts 

Cantaloupe 
Cheese 
Chicken 

Collard greens 
Dark chocolate 

Eggs
Flaxseed oil 

Legumes 
Milk

Oatmeal 
Oranges 

Peanut butter 
Peas 

Potatoes 
Romaine lettuce 

Salmon 
Soybeans 
Spinach 

Tuna 
Turkey 

Wheat germ 
Yogurt

Bad brain foods
Alcohol

Artificial food colorings 
Artificial sweeteners 

Colas 
Corn syrup 
Frostings 

High-sugar drinks 
Hydrogenated fats 

Nicotine 
Refined sugars 

White bread

GUEST COM M ENTARY

Voting deserves our attention, too
College students are often consid­

ered lazy. But who can blame us? After 
the continual beatings from midterms, 
papers, the expected “25 to 35” hours 
a week studying, projects, jobs and 
an active social life, it’s hard to pro­
cure time for anything else. Trust me, 
I understand this. However, 1 don’t 
find this to be a valid excuse for the 
epidemic o f political apathy sweeping 
our great university.

Over the past few weeks voter 
registration drives have been uking 
place on campus. The fact is, the gen­
eral elections are now less than a year 
away! Initially, a goal was set o f reg­
istering 5(K) people to vote. All told, 
only 137 ended up taking five min­
utes to register. 137! Personally, I’ve 
decided to take that as a win. Because 
o f the drives there are now 137 more

pe<^le who can ultimately decide the 
path our country should take. What 
vexes me, though, is the sheer volume 
o f people that turned down the simple 
registration process. Excuses ranged 
ftom the obligatory “ I’m late for class” 
(even though I know you weren’t!) to 
just plain “No.”

The intent o f this article is to alert 
everyone. O ur motto here at Cal Poly 
is “Learn by Doing.” But when only 
25.5 percent (14 percent for the run­
off) o f us voted for the ASI president 
(our direct “leader”), we aren’t doing 
anything. This isn’t just a Poly prob­
lem, though. Only 41.4 percent of 
18- to 24-year-olds voted in the last 
national election. That’s a very small 
percentage for the age group that 
should be dictating O U R  future. And 
just for reference, elections are held on

a Tuesday so no one should be hung- 
over and is therefore able to fill in a 
bubble.

Now, I understand politics can 
cause general aggravation. This is es­
pecially true among our age group. 
We experience a general disconnect 
between us and “Capitol Hill,” mostly 
because we do not find it exciting or 
meaningful enough to warrant our at- 
tenrion. Is this really reason enough to 
let another election pass by? As a stu­
dent advocate for a presidential candi­
date on campus, I spend a lot o f time 
walking around talking to students 
about voting in the primaries. I took 
note as to how much confusion this 
created seeing as most o f the students 
didn’t know when the primaries are 
held (Feb. 5) or even what they are.

It’s proving difficult to not

“preach” or appear like one o f those 
“The World’s Going to End” sign- 
wielders. The fact is just that 1 am 
truly concerned for our country, and 
our generation in general. We spew 
judgm ent on the Britney Spearses 
and Lindsay Lohans o f this world, 
yet we can’t find time to do some 
quick research on the people vying 
to be our nation’s next leader. So my 
sweeping generalization is this: If we 
maintain our status quo o f apathy, we 
have no right to comment on how 
things are. We need to find time to 
understand the ba.sics o f  our govern­
ment and vote. Please, please go out 
and change the world.

Conner Johnston is an industrial en­
gineering junior and a Mustang Daily 
guest columnist.

mailto:mustangdailyopinions@gmail.com
http://www.niiistangdaily.net
mailto:slbailey@calpoly.edu
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The rise o f the independent voter

JOHN OVERMYER n e w s a r t

My biggest fear for the 2008 election is that we’ll be forced to 
choose between the lesser o f two evils.

This summer 1 officially became a naturalized American citi­
zen, and in doing so, gave my heart over to a nation that was 
founded on the principles o f freedom, democracy and most im­
portantly —  personal independence. And yet, for all the glory of 
the moment when I held up my right hand and thereby earned 
the right to vote, I felt a different kind o f emotion rising in my 
gut —  that o f uncertainty.

I’ve become an American at a time when the country is trying 
to recover from the failed decisions o f a president who, for almost 
eight years now, has lied to his people, pillaged foreign resources, 
sponsored war crimes and is now bidding out his final year in the 
White House as a lame duck.

It would seem that with the next presidential election less than 
a year away, the nation would be more hopeful, but sadly, we’re 
once again faced with having to choose our next leader from a 
pool o f candidates who don’t even remotely embody our na­
tional ideals.

The two-party system reduces democracy to a frustrating pro­
cess. It subverts independent thinking and intelligent inquiry to 
the amorphous will o f being either a Republican or a Democrat 
and leaves no room for individual preference.

The two-party system works to distract voters with small, bi­
nary issues such as gay marriage and abortion, hoping that they’ll 
forget the larger issues o f America’s place in the world and their 
own duties as free-thinking voters.

I thought about writing a column decrying the futility o f vot­
ing in an election that has already naraiwed the selection down 
to a few undesirable candidates, but have instead chosen to take 
the risk o f looking overly optimistic and writing what 1 truly be­

lieve: that non-partisan voting and a movement toward grassmots 
democracy can save the American political process.

With the true potential o f the Internet and information tech­
nologies still begging at our fingertips, we as young Americans 
have more access to knowledge than any generation before us.

Maybe that’s why, among my fellow college students. I’ve no­
ticed an increasing and hopeful trend toward “independence” —  
a mindset that rejects the limits o f partisanship and embraces the 
wonders o f reasoned inquiry.

Thirty-five percent o f all Americans currently recognize 
themselves as independent, and a substantial number o f those 
who are registered Democrats or Republicans say that they have 
registered that way only to be able to vote in their state prima­
ries.

Just as those people who restrict their musical tastes to the 
Billboard BM) are missing out on some o f the best indie music 
out there, those who stubbornly affiliate themselves with a politi­
cal party are limiting their political choices to the few’ candidates 
w'ho’ve managed to play the giiiiie right with corporate interests.

Partisanship places intelligent thought in a box —  it limits 
innovation and reason. Independence, on the other hand, both 
embodies and practices those principles o f freedom that make 
America the nation it is.

1 challenge those o f you who truly think that you are intel­
ligent, reasoned and independent-minded to shed the chains of 
being tied to a political party, and to explore the many other 
possibilities being an American entitles you to ... like voting for 
someone you actually want to see in the White House.

XLnlize mu R.omlmrjjh is a journalism junior and a Xiustan(> Daily 
rqyorler.

GUEST COM M ENTARY

The politics of science
Let me introduce you to a controversy that you may not have 

heard of. O n O ct. 14 o f  this year, em inent biologist Dr. James Watson, 
the co-founder o f  the DNA double helix, was quoted in The Sunday 
Times magazine discussing the efrects o f  race and genetics on IQ. He 
said he was “ inherently gloomy about the state o f  Africa” because 
recent testing has showed that people o f African descent have con­
sistently lower IQs than people o f  o ther races. Naturally, there was a 
liberal outcry, and Watson was forced to resign from his laboratory.

But does he have a point? And if he does, does it matter? Accord­
ing to a piece by William Saletan on Slate.com, the average IQ o f 
African-Americans is 8.S. Hispames S‘>, Caucasians 103. East Asians 
106 and Jews 1 13. This difrerence persists even when the scores are 
normalized for environm ental factors such as education or econom ic 
status.

But this doesn’t really change anything. It doesn’t mean we should 
just hand our governm ent and businesses over to Jews, nor that we 
should shove all the African-Americans back into slavery. It doesn't 
change the fact that R ichard Dean Parson (African-American) was 
able to brilliantly turn around Tim e Warner, nor that William P. Perez 
(Hispanic) currently runs Nike, nor that Kenneth Lay (Caucasian) ran 
Enron into the ground. These IQ scores are averages, and like any 
average, there are those w ho will excel above the averages, and those 
who will dive far below. I’m sure everyone can name a dum b Jew 
or Asian, and they can also name a smart African-American or His­
panic.

So why the outcry? O ver the past few centuries, w e’ve had m ul­
tiple “scientific” disciplines that purport to support institutionalized 
racism. Phrenology, for example, claimed to be able to tell intelligence 
and even traits like “kindness” or “honesty” by measuring bumps on 
the head. The theory was that these bumps correlated to areas o f 
the brain underneath that were associated with these traits. Naturally 
enough, the bumps were mapped on whites, and blacks and others 
w ithout the same bumps were dem onized by this pseudo-science. 
And I agree that it is im portant today to prevent a recurrence o f  this, 
and I think it would be ridiculous to use these new results to justify 
any form o f racism.

But it is science. The proper reaction is not indignation or anger, 
but research.Yelling at scientists does not change science. Either these 
results will be disproven by new research, or we will have to learn 
to adapt to them . As I said, they change nothing except our percep­
tions.

A hundred years ago, at the Scopes trial, liberals supported John 
Scopes and his insistence on teaching evolution. Will they still sup­
port science today, even if it disagrees with them? O r was their previ­
ous support simply a m atter o f  convenience?

Troy Kuersten is an aerospace eiif^ineerinf^/physics senior and a (¡ttest colum- 
i\ist for the Xiustan^ Daily.
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Crossword Edited by Will Shortz No. 1016

Across
1 Show anger
5 Round before 

the final
9 Washroom tub
14 Ph D. awarder
15 Gave the boot
16 Blessing- 

inducing sound
17 Flank
18 Gimlet garnish
19 Crockpot 

concoctions
20 Relax during a 

drill
23 Temp’s work unit
24 Polite affirmation
25 Brazilian dance
27 Big Apple

awards

30 Like hair, 
usually, after 
combing

33 Post-0.R. stop
36 Craps natural
38 Impoverished

39 Sgt. Fnday’s org.

41 Calendar units 
hidden in 20- 
and 61-Across 
and 11 - and 35- 
Down

43 Worker’s pay
44 Like a brainiac
46 Fire remnants
48 The “R” in Roy

G. Biv 
49 Trojan War hero 
51 Popular snack 

chip
53 Surveyor 

Jeremiah, for 
whom a famous 
line is partly 
named 

55 Beatle.
endearingly 

59 Meadow sound 
61 Sunshine State 

school
64 Minute Maid 

Park player

66 Baylor’s city
67 Sp. girl
68 Rodeo animal
69 From the top
70 Ticks off
71 TV shout-out 

from the team 
bench

72 It’s sold in skeins
73 "Great” kid-lit 

detective

1 2 3 n14

17

?0

24

21

r 6 7 nrr

Down

1 Hard to please
2 Bring together
3 Greedy monarch

4 "Nevertheless

22

r 10 11 12 13

r
■23

A N S W E R  T O  P R E V IO U S  P U Z Z L E

s T 0 1 C
H 0 N 0 A
E A T 1 N
A 0 0 C

N

W

□ □ □

w
M

M

W

W

5 On the payroll
6 Lighted sign in a 

theater
7 Hand-waver’s 

cry
8 They may be 

bright
9 One in the infield
10 Follow direction?
11 Show sadness
12 Political caucus 

state
13 Like a yenta
21 "That’s mine!"
22 Deplete, as 

energy
26 Cold one
28 FEMA 

recommendation 
, briefly

29 Play by a
different___
rules

31 Upper hand
32 Like batik fabrics

WWW popculturecomics com O Doug Bratton 2007

Indeed, Robert was.

SU I doIku
© P u zzles by Pappocom

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

Puzzle by Michael Kaplan

33 Ingrid’S role in 
“Casablanca"

34 Showed up

35 “Time to rise, 
sleepyhead!"

37 Within earshot

40 Zwei follower

42 Lose the spare 
tire

45 Schedule B or 
C, e g.

47 Ancient Greek 
colonnade

50 La preceder
52 Chooses to 

participate
54 “Impossible!"
56  ______ firma
57 Largish combo

58 Terrible twos,
eg

59 Bad-mouth

60 Sparkling wine 
city

6 2 ___deficit (lost
money)

63 Pastry prettifier 

65 Vintage auto

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute: or, with a 
credit card. 1-8(X)-814-5554.
Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subsenptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year). 
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzleforum. Crosswords for young 
solvers: nytimes.com/leaming/xwords.
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Solution, tips, and computer program at www.sudoku*com
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Conference
continued from  page 12

In antK'ipatioii ot’ thoir draw, 
Mustang players and eoaehes 
braced themselves tor a num ber o f 
possibilities.

“ We had talked in advance that 
if we did not host, the best thing 
tor us would be to travel and to 
travel far,” assistant coach Micliael 
Johnson said. “ I’d say more than 
anything, w e’re excited. Those are 
games we think we can win and

Tuesday, November 27, 2007
w w w .n iu s tan g d a ily .n e t

we’re going to have to play well. 
We’ve playeil Xavier once betöre, 
they beat us once betöre.”

1 his IS the second time X.isier 
h.is made it to the field o f  64 in 
program history. Its first appear­
ance 111 the NC'AA Tournament 
was in 2(t01.

“ We’re happy to be in the tou r­
nament. We’re happy to not run up 
against any teams in the top ten,” 
Johnson said.

Hayes shares her coach’s sense 
o f opportunity.

“This year has a completely

M u st a n c ; D a iiy

Sports
11

l u s t a n g d a * ^ / rv it
always something new

SM/*

The Cal Poly Community 
i Counseling Clinic can help.
I

I I Call 756-1532
I to make an appointment.

su|do|ku
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different feel,” I layes said.“ We had 
our best practice on Saturday. O f 
course we wanted to host, but you 
can’t worry about things vou can’t 
change.”

( ’al I'oly lost to Xasier 3-2 at 
the A SI('S/Ch)ca-Cola Invitation­
al on Sept. 14. It was the first win 
for the Musketeers over a ranked 
opponent in program history.

The Musketeers finished sec­
ond in the A tlantic-10 West Divi­
sion regular season. C!al Poly has 
never faced Xavier in previous 
N ('A A  rournam ent appearances.

All 2007 
Swimwear

1029 Chorro St. 
San luisObiofw 

Ô06.7Ô1.9604

Suits $35.00 
Each

m

2 for $60.00
m

Mix and Match 
$ 10.00 each

$ 20.00
D’Cupsand

Tankinis

Japanese B ee r S* Hot Salce
- ^ l  e a c h

V ' YK  y  \ f
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winter class?
Take it online from

Allan Hancock College !
C om plete general ed„ s u p p o r t , and m ajor classes at 

Allan Hancock College this winter. H undreds of 
Hancock courses fulfill your Cal Poly lower division 

graduation requirem ents. The enrollm ent fee has been 
reduced to just S20 a unit ($f\0 for a typical 3-unit class).

Examples of «mltne classe.s available 
beginning {anuary 2007:

Cal Poly Course AHC Equivalent

A N T 2 5 0 .................................. .................AN TH RO  101

ART H I .................................... ............................ ART 101

ECON 2 0 1 ............................... ..... HU.S T il/E C O N  121

ECON 2 2 2 ............................... ........................ECON 101

ES 114........................................ ........................... SOC 120

K IN E2.50................................. .......................... H ED 100

MATH 118 .............................. ....................... M ATH 131

MU J 2 0 ..................................... ...................... MU.SIC 1(K)

RSY 202 or 2 0 1 ....................... ......................PSYCH 101

s e e  110.................................... ........................... SOC 101

C P G E  A l ................................. ......................... ENGL 101

CP GE A 3 .................................
(Not fo r  Engineering Students)

......................... ENGL 102

C P G E  A 3 .................................
(N ot f o r  Engineering Students)

......................... ENGL 103

For a com plete list of Allan Hancock College 
spring 2007 online and onsite courses, 

go tt) ww^w.h a n c o c k c o l le g e .e d u  
and click on University Programs.

The AHC spring sem ester runs january through 
May 2007 (some classes end sooner).

Register online
Nov 16-Dec 22, 2006 and Jan 3-12,2007  

Classes begin January 22, 2007

.A LLA N  
HANCOCK

'c o l l e g e
A California public com m unity college 
HOO South College Drive, Santa M aria

toll-free 1-866 DIAL AHC (342*!>242) ext. 3363

■ ■

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

ArneriCorps - Attention Cal 
Poly students! Want a job 
that makes a difference? 

The Central Coast Volunteer 
Corps is recruiting for 2(M)S 
(.Ian-Dee). It's your world - 

your chance to make it better. 
C e v e  members serve at a 
variety of non-profit agen­

cies throughout SLO County. 
Full & Part-time positions 

available. Members receive 
a living allowance and an 

excellent stipend. Interested? 
Contact Amber: 756-5338 or 

atiemey@calpoly.edu.

Rarn CASH for Opinions. 
Paid Focus Groups coming 
soon to your area. Register 
online at: http:// www.'q-in- 
sights.com/ respondent.html 
We currently have groups for 
apartment, condo, or house 
renters between the age of 
18-64 years old. Interested? 
Please Call (8(H)) 884-3102

Mustang Daily Classifieds 
Online and in print! 

vvvvw.mustangdaily.net/ 
classifieds

Place your ad today!

HELP WANTED
Arbonne International Do 

you want to earn extra 
money, set your own hours 
while owning your OWN 
business? Sign up and get 

started for only $29. Check 
out the website www.ar- 

bonne.com, then call me to 
get you signed up and get 

your business going. 
805-286-2436, lueraposse@ 

hughes.net Consultant ID 
________ 16957158________

Place your ad today! Call 
(805)756-1143

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Western Holiday Boutique 
Sat. Dec 1st I0a-5p4855 

Moretti Cany on, SLO 
.levvelry. Western Art, (iift 

items. Stocking Stuffers, 
Cow hide purses. #680-1730

Did You Wrestle? Local 
wrestling club looking for 

help/ workout partners- $doe 
________ 391-3587________

Volunteer at Cal Poly 
Student Community Services 

Stop by UU Room 217! 
or call (805)756- 2476

HOUSING
Free list of all houses and 
condos For Sale in SLO. 
Call Nelson Real Fstate 

(805) 546-1990 OR email 
steve@slohomes.com

LOST AND FOUND

FOUND Piccolo onFcxithill. 
just past Bishop's Peak Trail- 
head. sk8ingby@hotmail.com

FOUND green bracelet on 
the grassy area between 

Fisher and Science North, 
contact thehottestdes@hot- 

mail.com
Lost and found ads are FREE

http://www.niustangdaily.net
mailto:atiemey@calpoly.edu
http://www.ar-bonne.com
http://www.ar-bonne.com
mailto:steve@slohomes.com
mailto:sk8ingby@hotmail.com
mailto:thehottestdes@hot-mail.com
mailto:thehottestdes@hot-mail.com
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Mustang Sports
calendar

WEDNESDAY

Wrestling

vs. Cal State Fullerton 
Titan Gym, Fullerton 
6 p.m.

THURSDAY

Women's Basketball

vs. San Diego State 
Mott Gym

FRIDAY

Swimming and Diving

Cal Poly Invitational 
Sinsheimer Pool 
n  a.m.

Women's Volleyball

vs. Xavier (Ohio)
Ohio U. Convocation 
Center
2:30 p.m. PST 

SATURDAY

Women's Basketball

vs. University of San Diego 
Mott Gym 
2 p.m.

*  Swimming and Diving

Cal Poly Invitational 
Sinsheimer Pool 
10 a.m.

Women's Volleyball

or Xavier vs. Ohio U. or 
Purdue
Ohio U. Convocation 
Center
2:30 p.m. PST 

SUNDAY

Men's Basketball

vs. Menlo College 
Mott Gym 
2 p.m.

SPORTS SPORTS e d i t o r : Rachel Gellnian 
must.ingclailysports@ginail.coni

M U S T A N G  DAILY

Bittersweet 
accolades for 
men’s soccer
SPORTS INKORMATION RI PORT

The Cal Poly soccer team ’s star 
forward David Zam ora was 
named the 2007 Big West 

Freshman o f  the Year, while five 
o ther Mustangs received recogni­
tion.

Landing on the All-Big West 
First Team with Zam ora was se­
nior defender K.J. Lenehan. Fresh­
man forw ard/m idfielder Kyle 
M ontgom ery earned Second 
Team honors while ju n io r m id­
fielder Anton Peterlin, senior de­
fender Casey Cordray and ju n io r 
goalkeeper Eric Branagan-Franco 
received honorable m ention.

Leading the record board for 
the Mustangs this season, Zam ora 
posted six goals and five assists for a 
com bination o f  17 points. Zam ora, 
from San Jose, Costa Rica, started 
the season dom inating the field in 
the exhibition game against Cali­
fornia with a hat trick.

D uring the regular season, 
Zam ora started in all 19 games and 
helped lead the Mustangs to an 
11-4-4 overall record and a 6-2-4  
Big West C onference record. In 
Big West play, Zam ora had four

goals and two assists for 10 points. 
He took 27 shots, placing 14 cif 
them  on goal.

Ending his Cal Poly career, 
Lenehan, from Escondido, started 
in all 19 games on the back line. 
He posted three assists th rough­
out the season, with two o f them  
in Big West action. Lenehan also 
leads the Mustangs academically, 
receiving a spot on the Second- 
Team ESPN The Magazine All- 
American M en’s Soccer Team in 
the University Division.

M ontgom ery, a Seattle native, 
was on Zam ora’s tail w ith 15 points 
this season, six goals and three as­
sists in the 19 games. In Big West 
play, M ontgom ery had five goals 
and two assists for 12 points.

He finished strong, scoring his 
final goal o f  the season against Cal 
State Fullerton, as the Mustangs 
defeated them  3-1.

As honorable-m ention players 
and the back bone o f the defense 
for the Mustangs, Cordray and 
Branagan-Franco helped the M us­
tangs com pile 10 shutouts, five in 
the Big West. Cordray, an Irvine 
native, started in all 19 games, 
while Branagan-Franco started
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BRYAN BEILKE m u s t a n g  d a il y

Cal Poly fireshman forward David /.amora, shown here in a 3-1 win over 
Cal State Fullerton on Nov. 18, was named Big West Freshman of the Year.

in 17 due to an injury. Branagan- As a starting midfielder for the 
Franco, hailing from Napa, ended Mustangs in every game, Peterlin 
the season with a .781 save per- recorded one assist and managed 
centage. to place four o f  his nine shots this

Also receiving honorable m en- season on goal for a .444 shots- 
tion was Peterlin o f San Francisco, on-goal percentage.
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Senior setter Chelsea Hayes goes up for a kill against UC Riv­
erside on Nov. 16 in Mott Gym. The Mustangs won 3-1.

A long journey to 
advance in tourney
A gnus-D ei Farrant
MUSTANG DAILY

Cal Poly w om en’s volleyball will play Cincinnati-based 
Xavier in a first-round match at 2:30 p.m. Nov. 30 at O hio  U ni­
versity. The 16th-seeded Mustangs will be making their second 
consecutive NCAA Tournam ent appearance.

The sub-regional will open w ith Cal Poly (21-7, 15-1 Big 
West) against the Musketeers (24-10, 11-2 A tlantic-10) at the 
Convocation Center. T he w inner will play the victor o f O hio 
and Purdue, w ho play Dec. 1 for a place in the Stanford R e ­
gional Dec. 7 and 8.

“O hio  is most likely to win against Purdue,’’ senior setter 
Chelsea Hayes predicted. “O hio  runs a quick offense.”

. , see Conference, page 11

Sun Devils melt the 
Mustangs, 75-41
Mustangs shoot a paltry 25-5 percent 
from the field in first loss since Nov, 10

MUSTANG DAILY STAFF RF.PORT

Many sized up the C'.al Poly men’s 
basketball team’s game at Arizona State 
on Monday night as a forecast for how 
the Mustangs might fare Dec. 22 at
use.

Well, foul weather may be on the 
way.

Cal Poly was drilled 75-41 in a non­
conference loss in which it shot only 25.5 
percent from the field, barely cracked 
20 points in each half and had just one 
double-figure scorer in front o f 6,151 at 
Wells Fargo Arena inTempe,Ariz.

In having their three-game winning 
streak snapped, the Mustangs (3-3) were 
held to their fewest points since a 64- 
37 loss at U C Santa Barbara in February 
2(K)6.

Dawin Whiten scored 12 points 
on 4-for-16 shooting to lead Cal Poly, 
which also got nine points fiom Matt 
Hanson and eight from Lorenzo Keeler. 
The Mustangs, though, had two starters 
go scoreless and had only 11 xssists to 13 
turnovers.

Arizona State, meanwhile, had four 
double-figuro scorers —  paced by 15 
points from James Harden, who also

snared a game-high 10 boards.
C'al Poly trailed 19-2 at one point in 

the first half, in which it had as many 
turnovers (eight) as buckets.

The Sun Devils (3-1), winners of 
three straight, are already closing in on 
their win total fixim last year’s 8-22 cam­
paign. Arizona State outrebounded Cal 
Poly 49-23 and shot 23 for 28 from the 
ftee-throw line.

Coming off their bc'st season at the 
Division I level —  a 19-11 finish in 
which they were only 13 minutes away 
fixiin the NC:AA Tournament —  the 
Mustangs beefed up their schedule.They 
signed up for two games against Pac-lO 
schools, another against Western Athletic 
Conference preseason favorite Utah 
State and even have a nationally televised 
Big Monday game on ESPN2 on Jan. 28 
at Pacific.

C:al Poly should have an easy time re­
grouping when it hosts Menlo College 
—  an NAIA Division II team that went 
only 15-12 last year —  at 2 p.m. Sunday. 
After that, the Mustangs visit Northern 
Arizona (Dec. 9) and Portland State 
(Dec. 12).

Cal Poly has only 12 home games 
this season to 17 on the road.


