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New abroad

onportunity sends
agriculture ;
students to Finland

\
Brigette Barbosa |

[

Cal Poly’s College of Agriculture and Finnish

Polytechnic University ofhcials finalized an

agreement to set up an exchange program
between the ¢ U”\':J‘('\
College of Agriculture Dean David Wehner

ind ofhicials from Seinajoki Polytechnic finished

signing a Memorandum of Understanding last |
Wednesday that will send (

| Poly taculty and |
students

to Finland for research and develop
ment projects as well as internships focused on
agriculture

Natural resources management department

head and professor Doug Purto will spend 10

\
weeks at Seinajoki beginning in September \
| hope to bring back new 1deas and more |
rescarch projects for our university to work on,” |
Piirto said. He will be lecturing forestry classes

helping with the

| J«ulwplxwm Of new rorestry |

rraduat prograi ind working on new
res ] yrojects regarding biotuels durin ni
sfa
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Along with Cal Polv taculey, students wall |

conducting rese of their own at the overseas

Anin NC1eTC

R emna and soil s

university ophomore Kan

ophomore Kiana Amiri

Davanmi will spend next summer in Finland. The
two met each t n high schoo d wer
reacquainted here at ( Poly, Remna said

‘I am detinitel ccited.” Reina said. 1 hawve
never been to Euroy Kiana 1s the same
way. Nervous at ted. | mostly excited

['he pair will rOwIng crop
northern region ler different types of agn
cultural conditic \ y the Cal P
news release R nd Anuri-Davanit will stud

see Finland, page 2
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2006-07 ASI ELECTIONS

NICK CAMACHO ™

The 2006 Associated Students Inc. elections began Wednesday and voting will con
tinue today. From 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., students can vote at the Ag Bridge, Fisher

Science/Science North, Kennedy Library and Campus Market. From 8 a.m. to

7:30

p.m., students can vote at the Education Building breezeway and downstairs in the
University Union. Students will only need their Cal Poly ID cards to vote for the
2006-07 ASI president and for the board of directors.

Cydlists get festive

Kathrene Tiffin

['he excitement on a child’s face when they
finally receive their first bike doesn’t seem to
tade tor some ;‘cn}‘la' Bicvcles of every \h.lpk'.
size and color can be seen peddling through
the streets of downtown by bicycle enthusiasts
of all ages

Some become very involved in the festive
pirut

['he first Thursday night of every month 1s

e to the Thursday Night Bike Happening
I'he ride, which is not sanctioned or promoted
bv anyone, 1s a word-of-mouth event and an
ypportunity for members from the surround

r communities to come together and enjoy a
tew laps of fun, this month with an *80s theme,

d rider John Altman of San Luis Obispo

We do it “because 1ts a sense of community
ind fun,” said Scott Okeefe, 49, of Los Osos
“I'm into electrical vehicles so that's why I'm
here. It’s fun, it’s great.”

Cal Poly student Jensen Hovsepian,a senior
civil engineering, said he learned about the
event through a friend a few years ago and now
tries to attend on a regular basis

“From what I understand, the event began
almost six years ago when a few men got
together and went for a ride around town,”
Altman said
300 people come out every month to enjoy
the but 300

because schools in and it’s bike month and the

Usually anywhere from 200 to

ride, “this month we'll have

weather’s good.”
Many people, mostly high-schoolers and
older gather at Mission Plaza to enjoy two laps

\\\\\\.Ill\l\l.lll;('dll\ net

Activism brings
immigration debate

Mario Burciaga and Katie Plourd
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sereets 1n ;‘IHIL‘\I Monday for the

the tOOK tO tht

ton
“dav with out an
taculty

throughout Cal State Long Beach supported the

immigrant” movement, students and

movement

Written messages were

SPIe I‘i 1CTOSS LMPpus
I

on buildings and on the ground. Some protessors

1
1SS

cancelled classes, students walked out of « ind

the Campus Progressives, Chicano and Latino

Studies Student Association Feminist
Organmzation Reclaiming Consciousness and
Equality, La Raza Student Association and
Mushm Student Association led an intense stu

dent rally showing support tor the movement

A number of messages were written in chalk
all over campus, notifying students of the events
[here

that would take place during the day WETC

messages such as “No human 1s illegal,” *History

1s now. Do the right thing,” “Would you deport
your mother” and “El mundo sin fronteras (The
World Without Borders

At noon, a crowd of roughly 50 students gath
ered in front of the University Bookstore to rally

see Activism, page 2

downtown

jog . K

WHITNEY GUENTHER M \

Cyclists Brian Mahoney, John Holcomb, Dan Bryden, Jensen Hovspian and Mike
VanMiddle ride in costume the first Thursday of each month as part of the Thursday

Night Bike Happening.

of nothing but “carefree community fun.” After
the laps, some of the riders gather in a separate
location for other events including bike sumo

During bike sumo the riders make a small
arena-like area with their bikes. Two riders do
almost anything possible to eliminate the other
rider by making them touch their feet on the
ground

“I've never competed in it (bike sumo)

l‘("t ause 1f you ever saw it, ”.\ ten l'\!l]}' | ])l"u(
guys do wheelies into each other. They go

crazy

and kick each other. Its quite dangerous
[f you're a first timer they’ll go a little easier on
you, but they get quite aggressive,” said Cal
dumnus, Mike VanMaddle, 22, from San

Luis ( “‘I\P()

|’(\|\

alls

Since December 2005, the group that

)

see Bikes, page 2
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10 1t again

'his 1s my first ttme,” said anoth
er member of the group, Damel
Abbot, 25. 1 got roped mto this
[hey knew | did crazy stuft in the
past. They needed a fitth so 1 filled
the gap. I'm going out n style.”

People begin to gather at the
Mission around 9 p.m. and the event
kicks oft around 9:30 p.m., after the
streets have been re-opened  trom
Farmers” Market. “The plaza’s just
wall-to-wall packed,” Altman said

['he event “is a way tor people, or
students in general, to interact with
people they don’t know!” said Patrick

Smith, a horucultural landscap

design major, who attends the ever
regularly. “There 15 something ener
gizing about that, about people whe
don’t know each other comin
together and having fun in a positiy
atmosphere.”

['he Los Cajones Locos boys ar
not the only ones who dress up to
the event. “There are many peopl
who wear costumes and dress up
VanMidde said. “There are som
pretty cool looking bikes as well.”

['his month’s ride takes place on
day betore Cinco de Mayo. Althoug!
the theme 1s *80s, “we ha few
tricks up our Speedos thi- month

Hov \\'}‘I‘lll \.H\{

ontinued from page I 1S 1 1996, when h pent  tm continued from page 1
\ d rn vorking on ecosystem rescarch pro itself Los Caior Locos. has been
1) acr hiatus that carned Cal Poly dressing up n Speedos and hohday
! tl perience of workn CVETal MAjor research grant costumes ftor the event. March’s attir
wple from a different country [ am very excited. Its new tor included pink Speedos, bunny cars
: how th wpproach thin me,” Purto said. The research may be noses and bandit masks, which are a
l v berien \‘,m Cavm dasd w but the Finnish culture 15 not must, said rnider and Cal Poly alum
o feataon ,,“_,‘ R sivis i Aside from spending ume there last nus Brian Mahoney, 24, ot San Luw
Rescarch and development dire summer, Purtos grandparents were Obispo
ne G Seinaioki Polviechnis K W that region and he 1s able to ‘It sort of all started in my bed
Peltola visited Cal Polv recentlv to ¢t his tamuly hineage back to a room. We came across red Speedos
lb create the exchange program famous man from Filand who was ind 1c all \.(.nlmi Dec. | red tor
I | vil ‘]\ : influental in the 15005 Christmas,” Mahoney said. “This
Teus b Teen id Fha I'his 1s not the first contact Cal month 1s Cinco de Mayo. We'll om
ood. You alwa e Poly has had with the Finnish umver up with something festive and we’ll
' ‘ ' aty. Cal Poly’s College of Business also
ou are away from hon Botl
’ L R ha | Memorandum of
. g g Al Understanding with Semajoki S
‘ 5 Seinajoki Polytechnic of Finland 15 | ACthlsm
Mpduring that,uch like Cal Poly with regards to its |

: continued from page 1
programs offered and the wide variety

{ Semaiol vil 1 sSUpp f ade the eve
Fa y 110l I Rl VISIL  of majors. A few years 1go the Finland upport. As leaders of the cvent

)y] 1 t ' 1t vt the ‘ Y ’ P ‘ ‘
Polv nex roas pa he  government tried to implement a sys pulled out signs, drums and a loud

hange program, Purto said. Similar - tem similar to the California State peaker, more students began to

accumulate

wrch, teaching and learning expe University system. The result was not |
nces will be available to parucipat-  as widespread, but was successful in | After an opening address by the
ng visitors 1n the field ot agriculture.  umting several smaller schools to cre | organizing members, the crowd
Sabbatical leave 1s desiegned to make  ate the modern umwversity Seinajoki, | Mmar hed toward North Campus
chers better at what thev do and  Piirto said | chanting in Spanish and English,

‘What do we want? Justice. When
do we want 1t7 Now.” By this time,
the crowd grew to about 100 pro
testers. Demonstrators held up signs
stating, A Nauon of Imnugrants,
and “Ningun Ser Humano es llegal
(No Human Being Is Hlegal).”

lhe crowd soon arrived at the
USU Food Court, getting every stu
dent’s attention. It strred up students

who were calmly eating their lunch

es. At one point, student. were taki
pictures of the protesters with rthe
camera phones and calling friends t
tell them about it. Protesters urge
students to stop eating and take part
in the economic boycott outlined by
the immigrant movement, but after
fire alarm in the University Student
Union went oft, the protesters wer

peacetully escorted out by coordinat

ing ofhicials
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THE AVERAGE CAL POLY STUDENT DRINKS UNDER FOUR DRINKS IN ONE SITTING
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WHO SAID THAT?

Never continue in a job you don’t enjoy. If you're happy 1in
what you're doing, you'll like yourself, you'll have inner peace.
And if you have that, along with physical health, you will have
had more success than you could possibly have imagined.

— Johnny Carson (1925 - 2005)

The true secret of giving advice 1s, after you have honestly
given it, to be pertectly inditferent whether it is taken or not,
and never persist in trying to set people right.

— Hannah Whitall Smith, 1902

The government consists of a gang of men exactly like you
and me. They have, taking one with another, no special talent
for the business of government; they have only a talent for get-
ting and holding ofhce.

— H. L. Mencken (1880 - 1956)

Wordly
Wise

Temerity: unreason-
able or foolhardy con-
tempt of danger.

BREAKING NEWS

UPDATED AT THE SPEED OF COLiEGE LIFE

.net

543-8684
1638 Osos Street

San Luis Obispo
Open 7 days a week

Come by and see why SLO County
has voted Gus's the Best Sanawich
16 years in 3 row.

The BEST Patio
with the BEST Happy Hour Prices!

6 Draft beers to choose from, lowest price in town 3-7:30 PM. Daily!

Favorites

(:ereal: }‘r()()l l(mps
Sport: Volleyball
Movie: “Anchorman”

If You Could ...

|

you be and why?
Hugh Hefner because

know why.
Either/Or

— Coke or Pepsi?

Pepsi

— Righty or lefty?
Righty

Sleep or awake?

Definitely asleep.

Day or night?
Might

Other

Name: Stan Blekh * Year: sophomore
Hometown: San Jose * Major: business administration

one crazy year guys.

OFF-CAMPUS

HOUSING?

Come to the
“OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING
FAI

s Valuable information and resources provided to
help in your search for off-campus housing

* Representatives from “THE OFF-CAMPUS
STUDENT HOUSING ASSOCIATION” available to
answer questions and provide leasing
information regarding their individual student
apartment complexes

When: Wednesday, MAY 10™, 2006
7717 AM to 3 PM
Where: University Union PLAZA

Current On-Campus Residents and Off-campus

Students Welcome!

Presented and s

sored by Cal Poly’s Housing
and Resi

ential Life Department.
756-1226

be anvone for a day who would

.. well, we all

Shoutout: Huge shoutout to the
Phillips House Crew, It's going to be
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...or I’ll poop on you
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Fresh Thr ads is a fluff- ~1

n-fold seryice who will %

clean yotit general laun8ty the way
you want, fold it and return it fresh
and ready to go.

FREE pick up and delivery, no
catches, just straight up CHEAP!

973 Foothill Blvd suite 106, next to Kona’'s
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COLLEGE

Jandy Jones

MUSTANG DAILY

known as the Penguins,
£

rode on a 130-mile course
Jason Diestel, an

al systems management

The event was previously

a more relaxed environment,

enjoy the ride.

experience for the riders,”
said.

Poly name, it does not
Students, Inc.,

because
will be constructed in its place.

relocate

nity of that belief.

what you see on television,”

rude.

allows the

Ryan

across his ranch and has

» (' (\‘(\( '

5-7 Happy Hour

Drink Specials
Dinner Specials
Hot Appetizers

1056 Los Osos Valley Road (in the Vons shopping center) in Los Osos

The Cal Poly motorcycle club,
held its
largest event of the year over the
weekend when about 400 people
across
North San Luis Obispo County.

agribusiness
junior, and Pat Bert, an agricultur-
senior,
coordinated the event that involved
both pavement and dirt road rid-
ing. The combination of dirt and
road riding, known as dual sport,
uses street legal motorcycles with
off-road capabilities, Diestel said.

endurance race but is now done in

said, adding that some riders race
amongst themselves but most just

“It creates a really neat riding
Diestel

Although the club has the Cal
receive
financial support from Associated
he said. The club had
a motorcycle storage facility on
campus but was recently told to
a new building

The club also helps fight the
stigma that motorcyclists are trou-
blemakers, he said, and it is the
club’s goal to help rid the commu-

“We might get a bad name from

said, attributing that to organiza-
tions like Metal Mulisha and other
trick riders who create a false mark
for clubs or organizations that are

Former county supervisor Mike
group to ride

been
working with the group for several

Gtk

r’(((l( (s

Cal Poly motorcyde club holds largest
event of year, cruises through the county

COURTESY PHOTO

Members of the Cal Poly Penguins Motorcycle Club rode over bricks
near Pozo in the weekend’s hi-mountain dual sport competition.

years.

Ryan owns one of five private
ranches the group is allowed to
ride on. This year he hosted a bar-
becue lunch during the race.

Sunday’s race kicked off at 8
a.m. and riders were able to depart
from anywhere on
between 8 to 10 a.m.

The riders’ route started at Cal
Poly and headed up to coast to the
North County,
elled through several towns and

campus

where they trav-
highways. Ranches, such as Ryan’s,
were available for the riders to stop
at and refuel before heading back
to Cal Poly.
Though the
most are over 40 years old, Diestel

riders’ ages vary,
said, and it 1s great experience to

be able to throw on a backpack and
ride on property most people don't

SHOWINGAT

San Luis Obispo Palm Theatre

Friday 5th May at 7pm & 9:30pm
Tickets $9, Thru Ticketweb.com

Moondoggies, Central Coast
Surfboards or at the door

www.ticketweb.com

even get to see.

“It is just a relaxing day out in
the country,” Ryan said.
For more information on the
Penguins check out their Web site
at www.penguinsmc.org or attend
one of the meetings held in
North, Room 201 at 8

p.m. on May 1, 15, 29 or June 5.

Science

Participation in the group’s
events are open to anyone interest-
ed in riding. Preregistration is
available through the club but on-
site registration is held the day of
the event. Proceeds are used to
support the club, other motorcle
organizations and as funding to

maintain riding trails on the
Central Coast.
“We are totally

Diestel said.

self-sufficient,”

“BILLABoONCE
SJACK MeCOY

i CDCGEUE G'!']ﬂl'l')'!['( L

SURFFILM FESTIVAL

JACK McC@Y
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Moussaoui sentenced to life in prison, taunts: “America, you lost”

Michael J. Sniffen

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ALEXANDRIA, Va.
Z.acarias

Al-Qaida
conspirator Moussaoui
escaped the death penalty Wednesday
as a jury decided he deserved life in
the
bloodiest terrorist attack in U.S. histo-

prison instead for his role in

y. “America, you lost,” Moussaoui
taunted.

After seven days of deliberation, the
nine men and three women rebuffed
the government’s appeal for death for
the only person charged in this coun
try in the four suicide jetliner hijack
ings that killed nearly 3,000 people on
\('p[. 11, 2001.

['hree jurors said Moussaour had
only hmited knowledge of the Sept.
11 plot, and three described his role in
the attacks as minor, if he had any role

t all.

Moussaoui, as he was led from the

courtroom after the 15-minute hear

ing, said:*America, you lost. ... I won.”

He clapped his hands as he was
escorted away
Some victims’ families said he got

what he deserved

Carie Lemack, whose mother, Judy
Larocque, died on hyacked American
Airlines Flight 11, which crashed into
the World Trade Center,

didn’t believe in the death penalty and

said her mom
would have been glad Moussaou was
entenced to life.“This man was an al
Qaida wannabe who could never put
the 9/11 attacks,” Lemack

“He's a wannabe who deserves to

!u;vlll(‘l
\.ll\i
rot in jail.”

R osemary Dillard, whose husband
Eddie died in the
\\Hll\\.ltilll [l(

a fair society.”

attacks, said of

a bad man. but we
have She said of terron
ists: “We will treat them with respect
no matter what theyv do to us.”

White

Ve rdict

From the House, President

Bush said the “represents the
end of this case but not an end to the
fight against terror.”

fter tour years ol
week

trial that put jurors on an emotional

['he verdict came

legal maneuvering and a six

roller coaster and gave the 37-year

old Frenchman of Moroccan descent
a platform to needle Americans and
mock the pain of the victims’ families
Brinkema

hand down the life sentence Thursday

Judge Leonie was to

morning, bound by the jury’s verdict.

Offering assurance to the losing side,

Want to

outthe

Mustang Daily online at
www.mustangdaily.net

Oooh so spicy!

“The

when

she told prosecutors: govern

ment always wins justice 1S

done.” Moussaoui smiled at that.
Paul

The jury has

Prosecuting attorney
McNulty told reporters:*
spoken and we respect and accept that
verdict.”

The jury did not reach the una-
nimity required for a death sentence
against the man who claimed a direct
the Sept. 11 attacks
though he was in jail at the tme on

role in even
immigration charges.

During the trial, no one contested
the contention that Moussaoui came
to the United States intending to do
harm and that he received flight train
ing toward that goal. But his lawyers
contended he was an al-Qaida outcast
who was not trusted with the knowl
edge of the Sept. 11 plot.

Outside the courthouse, detense
attorney Gerald Zerkin said of the
Jurors: "It was obvious that they

thought his role 1n 9/11 was not very
great and that played a significant role
in their decision.”

”)\'

Moussaoul

jurors agreed unanimously

“knowingly created a

risk of death”

d victims of Sept. 11

grave for more than the

mtend and com

mitted his acts with “substantial plan

ning’ wceepting two of the aggra

vating ractors necessary for a death

sentence
But
weight

\{l\i

to those

they not give suthcient

fimhn;:\ o IL‘,I\I) 1

death sentence, balancing them

against tactors offered by

the

mitigating
\(i

detense arg

detense jurors, however,

accepted uments that
Moussaou was mentally 1ll or that he
\\I\]\u! to l‘k’ executed to ac l‘.l\‘\( (l)k'
radical Islamic viston of martyrdom

When the

Moussaoui showed no visible reaction

verdict was announced,

and sat slouched in his chair, refusing
to stand with his detense team. He
had dechined to cooperate with his

court-appointed lawyers throughout
the trial

When
couple of them looked direct
did
looking at the judge instead. They all
One dark
haired young man shook his head no

the jurors came into the

rooni, a
Moussaour but most

ly at not,

wore sober expressions
before the verdict was read.

When the judge asked the jurors if
their verdict was the same on all three
counts, the forewoman, a high school

math teacher, was jomned by several

Fnancial

|Ard

We Deliver!

Lunch _ Dinner (Late)

‘Yes.”

received

other jurors in answering,*
l'he

silence 1n

verdict with
the

row was lined with vic

was
packed courtroom,
where one
tims’ families.

['he jurors were divided on the 2.

mitigating factors in the case, from
whether the defendant’s role in the
Sept. 11 attacks was only minor -

three said his role “if any” was minor

/‘\

and whether the Moroccan was

\ll'l‘l;t‘\l to racism as a child three
said he was.

I'he closest the jurors came to una-
in finding mitigating factors

Nine
that Moussaoui’s father had a violent

nimity
was on two questions. found
temper and physically and emotional
ly abused his family. Nine also found

that his unstable early childhood and

\

Funding for this program was provided
by a grant from the
California Office of Traffic
and Safety, through the
Business, Transportation
and Housing Agency.

dysfunctional family resulted in his
leaving home
defense of

In their successful

Moussaoui, his lawyers revealed new
levels of pre-attack bungling of intel
ligence by the FBI and other govern
ment agencies. By the trials end, the
defense team was portraying 1its unco
operative client as a delusional schizo

phrenic

‘ A prasentation or

oohof v Jox

You have questions, he has answers.

Dr. Drew Pinsky |

Host of MTV's Loveline

Presented by the

Student Health Advisory Council

For more information contact the Dean of Students Office at 805-756-0327

This program may contain explicit material

"
Student Special

X-LARGE PIZZA y

W/ 1-TOPPING I

Always available! No coupon needed! I
Additional toppings $1.59 ea. (Gourmet $2.19 ea.) I

Not good w/other offers. Must show valid student ID.
L WM AR RO RS RS ‘

Award-Winning Pizza o Fresh Salads » WildeBread " « Wings
CinnaBread " « Peanut Butter & Chocolate PIE "  Bottomless Sodas
Cold Brews on Tap « Wed Pint Night * Video Games « Pinball
Sports on Muttiple TV's, Including an HD BIG SCREEN

FREE WiFi Now Available

May 9th, 2006
/pm |

The Cal Poly |

Performing
Arts Center |

T —————

Co-Sponsored by
The American Medical Student Association
The American Student Dental Association
The Persian Students of Cal Poly
Cal Poly Student Affairs
Sigma Phi Epsilon

Voted SLO's
Best Pizza
17 times!

~ New Times Readers Poll

Voted Cal Poly’s

Favorite Pizzal

- Mustang Dajly Readers Poil

1000 Higuera St « 54’\’4420 e Check our men, deas & more a: wwwWoodstocksslo.com  JE® I z Z A
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DIVERSIONS

Don't judge me because I'm

“"MD
Mavo. [

For some,

inco de
a day

ot u‘lt‘l\l.l[h)ll‘
unity and appreciation for
an entire culture

For others, 1t’s just

inother reason to have a
party and drink margaritas

until the smell of tequila 1s

enough to induce vomut

for weeks

['ll never forget when |

was 15 vears old and [ was

picked up by my friend’s family

from driver’s ed class. As if spending

halt my Saturday learning about
peed hmits and how to respect
withority wasn’t bad enough, my
lav was about to get even worse
['he day was Mav 4. one day
prior to Cinco de Mayo and truth
fully, I had torgotten about the
ipcoming holhiday. When 1 got 1nto
ir my triend introduced me to
unily, and her mother (being
voman she was) turned
mp v around 1in her seat to
right in my face and ask, “So
31 { what are vou doing to cel
rate tomorrow? Any hestas

"VELVET ROPE

DRIVER LICENSE
s

L]
u

[Tue story.

[hough it was a perfectly legiti
mate question, for some reason it
was at that point I realized her

ignorance and unintentional disre

\}‘k'\[
Sure, she was only trying to be
nice and maybe | am overreacting,

but at the same time how dare she

assume | was celebrating the holi
day, with a fiesta nonetheless. It’s
because my skin’s brown right? At
that point | could have told her I
was planning on making quesadillas
ind smacking pinatas from a tree in
my backyard, but I sat there in
silence while my mortified friend

|}\U|U;'l/mi tor her mother the rest

A presenfafion on

of the ride home.

My reaction, though to
sOIme may seem unwarrant
ed, was the result of grow-
ing up in two different
socienes

At the age of 8, moved
from a city just east of Los
Angeles to farm country
USA: Bakersfield

from being part of the

[ went

/
/
/

— majority to an instant
minority. | don’t believe it was until
then that I began to realize that |
was different from other people. I'm
not trying to play the race card and
I don't believe 1in affirmative action
in today’s society; I'm just telling 1t
from my specific situation

So vou can understand that years
later when my friend’s mother
asked me a seemingly innocent

And the
best part 1s I'm only halt Mexican

question, | almost lost it
My mother 1s Italian and myv father
1s Mexican. I'm tan, sorry. | have
always believed that my race was

l‘.l\ L\

not something that held me

see Brown, page 7
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Another excuse to

drink it up

VELVET ROPE

DRIVER LICENSE

/ MD MD ™\

| Cinco de Mayo. Or the fifth of May for all of you who
opted to take French or German in high school instead of
Spanish
It 1s a day worthy of celebration and a true holiday for those who
consider themselves Americans. Celebrating Cinco de Mayo embod
1es American ideals and should be, at the very least, a tradition in
alifornia, if not across the whole county of San Luis Obispo.
Cinco de Mayo is NOT Mexican Independence Day, however
Mexico was liberated on Sept. 16 back in 1810, in case you want to
celebrate that day,

too

Instead, Cinco de Mayo celebrates a Mexican victory against the

French when they invaded Mexico in 1867, expecting to take over
and place Maximilian of Austria as king (thank you socialstudies
forkids.com). It 1s important to note that the Mexicans owed the
French a lot of money from this little thing called the Mexican
American war

So, what 1s wrong with celebrating the underdog?

Well, Mavo 1s a Mexican

an “evervbody” at that

critics would argue that Cinco de not

holiday, and leave 1t But 1sn’t mixing of

cultures and traditions another great point of American lltrl(.lgc'

Cultural and immigration issues are huge right now. But that

should not stop people from celebrating this holiday. I know my rela

tives did not come to the United States legally, but when they were

given the opportunity, they became citizens who held legal jobs, paid
taxes and received education for themselves in this country of oppor
tunity

see Drink, page 7
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S
time to go out and consume massive
amounts of margaritas to celebrate what
we gringos think is Mexican
Independence Day

I'm not muchief
seur, but I was will
“tradition.”

In the name of reseq
downtown with a few
stock of the selection.

Vallarta’s, 1761 Mo
the bes
Obispc
not too §

nts”’ to take

rey St., is by far
oice for marggritas in San Luis
¢ overa sell-rounded;
ng, too SWee too much
lime flavor. The price isn't bad either, at
about $7. Or, grab a couple straws and
split the 60 ounces for less than $20.
Pepe Delgado’s, 1601 Monterey St.

in San Luis Obispo, also serves up an

acceptable margarita. It was a little on
strong side, so don't forget to eat fi

Tortilla Flats, 1051 Nipomo St.,
dpyf you're downtown, but is nowhere

wi

n » quality in taste as the first two.
Bu
were too sour, thcy were the ¢ hmpm( at
$4.50, and the ambiance feels more con
ducive to a party vibe, whereas the other

te the fact that the margaritas

|
places are more like family restaurants. 1.
If you find yourself in the mood for the ‘l
nationwide chain-restaurant type of mar !
garita, check out Applebee’s located at |
305 Madonna Rd.They serve what they ’
call the “Perfect Margariga’’ in a shaker,so |
Q| finto the martini |
p and sale (Is it a

Mmatzarita or a mart fargarim?

r, I'm sticking to my
Anco de Mayo: La

a whole pitcher of my

| strawberry margaritas

ESIGNED BY L

Jemma Wilson

MUSTANG DAILY

Howard said that there will be lots of

For those in search of the perfect Cinco de decorations to

Mayo celebration, worry no more. Several make for an
faithful bars and restaurants in San Luis Obispo  authentic
have yet to let us down for another year of
cheap booze and good food.

[o some, May 5 i1s just another Friday.

To others, it represents the day that
Mexico overthrew the French forces in the
Battle of Puebla in 1862

But to the select few, it is just another

Mexican
restaurant along
excuse to get your drinking shoes on. with drink deals
Let’s start the morning off right. Vallarta’s

761 Monterey St. in San Luis

and free appetizers
restaurant, | from 6 am.to 8
Obispo, 1s opening at 6 a.m. for the festivities 6 p.m

I'he drink

complete with breakfast burritos,

bikini-clad waitresses, and of
course, their infamous 60- ounce
margarita

“We're known for our 60
ounces and since 1t’s a lively

bunch that

\\()Ik\
here, 1t makes
for a fun atmos
PII\'I\‘ for cus

tomers, said Kahe
Howard, a Vallarta’s server

Jhink vou can do better tha

& The M
tor editori

Knick knack

paddy whack
S give the Mustang

Daily a poem...

N1tunmaibi

mustangdar!

“If it’s anything like last year, we’ll be busy
all day and night,” she said.

C

GRAPHICS DESIGNED BY LOUISE DOLBY

981 Foothill Blvd., and open from 11 a.m. to

10 p.m., for their $1 tacos and 99-cent
Coronas, an unbeatable price. Sip back on a

cool one while dining on their patio or

inside watching

their eel and
tropical fish
through the fish
tank as you
maintain your
beer buzz.

Sull hungry?
For those with
a designated
dalis Howsrd driver willing

; to make the
Vallarta’s server

trip, Cinco de

Mayo is also
the grand re-opening for Cad’s Bar and
Grill in Los Osos at 1056 Los Osos Valley Rd.
There will be beer and wine happy hour from

'm \p('(l.l]\

¥ include $1
draft beers, $1
oft shots and 5 to 7 p.m. plus drink and dinner specials all
well evening. It may seem a hittle far, but that makes
drinks, 1t all the more fun when you're bar-hopping.
A $12 So now it’s dinner ime or perhaps you're
just thirsty for another round of margaritas.
Back at Vallarta’s, the Corazon Tequila Girls
will be making an appearance from 8 to 10
p.m. where they will be handing out tequila
shots and merchandise. Howard said that cus-
tomers should expect to hear a whistle being
blown while tequila is being poured down
someone’s throat — yes, just like in Mexico.
“All people come here for is the alcohol,”

Vallarta’s server Amy Plank said. ““We've got the

§ five
domes- strongest margarita in town.”
f tic beers

or $15

So now 1ts 10 p.m. and you may find your
self quite tipsy. Where to go next you ponder?
for import Downtown, of course!
ed beers and Bars like Downtown Brew and Black Sheep
discounts on then will be serving $3 Coronas all mght, plus Black
60-ounce margaritas,  Sheep’s $2 Tecate beers
Now its ume for So 1if you want to live 1t up for Cinco de
lunch. Head on over to Mayo and you've got a designated driver, you

abo San Luis. located at sure won't find vourselt bored or sober

D o k [ake the opportunity to kick
rln back: ditch class, skip work or tlak

whatever yrohibit

continued from page 6 ut on would §

I'he problem with Amer vou from having a good time, and
od 1S NOt oul lebration yf ral margarita or two. It 1s

N 1 dif
mitinued fron 1
Vi

| do 1h , |
the Mexican tlag on n hay 1ssu hev put up ton neration
margarita during Cinco de Mayo before 1t was my turn. Because 1

because I would rather not partic the only race 1ssue | have to deal

ipate in a hohday that most peo with 1s being asked if I'm having a
ple, of all races, use as an excuse to fiesta, then | have something to

get drunk. I can do that any night  truly celebrate.
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SEX COLUMN

A condom

uying a condom these days is like run-

ning the gauntlet. And by running the

gauntlet, I mean a punishment former-
ly used in the military in

which somebody was

forced to run between

two |Hlk'\ of men .IIIHL't{

with weapons who beat
him as he passed. It’s
hard to look the cashier
straight in the face and

sav Do I make this out

to Albertsons?” when
youre filling out an
$8.11 check for sun-

glasses, rubbers and a jar
%) Pic kles

But I'm getting ahead
of myself that’s
toward the end of the
gauntlet
\innll\

]l}\l,'

ind

['he automatic
betore me
Hell,

cagerly as

[OWC!

the gates to
~ll\’(' ‘I“‘H[

though they can taste

my fear. I make a laser
to the pharmaceutical

section thinking 1t’ll be

XPLAINS

Daniel
B

It’s hard to look
the cashier

buyer exposed

to discover Albertsons has encased the condoms
in some kind of invisible ethical forcefield. I take
oft my sunglasses and realize that it’s actually a
locking glass case to dis-
courage theft. Now I'm
extremely frustrated and
[ just want to get laid, so
[ stomp turiously to one

of the wall phones and

it all

access the PA. which
crackles as 1t comes to
life “Attention

Albertsons

Will somebody come let

employees!

the condoms out of

their cage?”

./\ ( Il('( L\‘]

looks old enough to be

B breaking several tederal
xhll\i

laborn the

agirl who

laws 1s
one to whom they have

given the condom key

lngras She walks over, though

In()l\\ ]IL\(‘

would have been more

she she

comfortable riding a
tricycle. She suppresses
a smile the whole ume.
“Yes, | take

will the

quick and dirty, but pink magnums, please.
Murphy's Law rears its - - [he ribbed. Ribbed
ugly head. As 1 turn the Stralght m the for me, not for her. |
COrngi Ce CcoHae L I)()N‘l (\I{l
o I“ illll\ : iL face and say, DO WHAT IT SAYS ON
with an 1dle  grang s s ‘
mother, who quietly I make thls out to THE PACKAGE!
debates what flavor of Ab ;,, h | gk'lil().lll(‘ v(lh‘t.l\
Metamucil to purchase ertsons: wnen out and set my 1items
while | awkwardly on the conveyor belt
, -
reverse direction and y0ll re ﬁlllng Ollt lhe cashier picks up
hide myself in the next the pickles, then the
isle over. anxiously an $8.11 CheCk fOr sunglasses. When he

spying on her through
gaps in the condiments
But

and }h'l

now a mother
6 vear old to
my immediate right see
me peering through the
jarred goods at an old

woman, and the mother

tries to be polite and

tugs on junior while he

drools and points his scornful finger at me
‘Googoo-loo!™ he gurgles. But in my guilty fer
vor, it sounds more hke “Excuse me, sir, are
planning on putting that penis somewhere?” So |
wibs a4
it them like that's what | was

in the first place. Just

sunglasses,
rubbers and a jar
of pickles.

yvou

ir of dill pickles oft the shelf and shake 1t

lifts the pickles, the

condoms aren’t heavy

enough to suppress the
dance

sensor and they

on the end ot the con

veyor. | stare at them
and sigh. 1T sign my
check and scribble
“protection” in the

comment section. The
next time | need to envelope my member in
latex, 1 may find it easier to hop on a jet to
lhailand and chop down a rubber tree myself.
a do-it-yourself home

/.'l qui stions, comments o

vasectomy kit, write to dgingras(@calpoly.edu

hopping tor and comparn
! Kkl e, Grandma has
1O it now that v
il ‘ k! f
t m
N | ird th 181
‘ NO! | m
i ki oward
| out the corner of
) ind | crean |
her spot me buvn r pro
PN ( | | 1-walk O
| 1 L 11)¢ (8 |
OW IT Oof a4 necal
rack to prot lentity
! N t dark. but
| t ough heht )
! m Valk Dy
11 having hosen
Metamucil Orangge
['he improbable opportu
has arisen. | close i on
mmd reach out fast, only

What does the

1 other sex

have to sa ?

[t seems to be
the voyeuristic
element that is
so appealing.
Having a quickie
in the car before
calling it a night
Isn't exactly eye-
brow raising
anywhere ...

www.mustangdaily.net
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ness world
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by Jack Ingram and Brian Eller
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* Under the Covers with_Janice
(Female view)
by Daniel Gingras and Janice Edman
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Ihey've taken on President Baker,
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TO THE EDITOR
L

Giapapas for president

[ have had the pleasure of living
behind a house full of five girls for
the last year. For the most part, it has
been a great experience and the
underlying reason for this great expe-
rience has been attributed to one
person in particular, that person is
Anne Giapapas. Giapapas is precisely
the type of person who could tackle
the job of ASI president with the
calm demeanor appropriate for the
most prestigious of all positions of
public service within the university.
With close living quarters came
insight into the true character of
Giapapas. Not only has Giapapas
tackled school work with a voracious
tenacity fitting that of a tazmanian
devil but has also juggled her scholas-
tic work flawlessly with extracurricu-
lar jobs at one of the most popular
restaurants in town as well as taking

care of two young children for one of

Cal Poly’s own employees.

The simple fact that she has the
ability to maintain a social life among
her many activities commands respect
but what has gathered the most
respect from me has been her way
with the young children she looks
after. I can only hope that people are
able to meet this young woman and
realize that any doubt towards her
experience should easily been extin-
guished due to the simple fact that
her character will shine through in
any situation. When it is time to go
to the polls, realize one thing and one
thing only, that each one of you are
voting for the person and the charac-
ter buried within that person and
Anne Giapapas’ character is one that
everyone should feel undeniably con-
fident with.

Tom Magee

Agricultural science graduate

Maki — Because it’s more
than just experience

I'm supporting Todd Maki for ASI
president because he's made a com-
mitment to students for the past three
years that exemplifies his dedication
to the cause of student advocacy.
Todd hasn’t waited for the better part
of four years to make a difference on

campus. Instead, he’s taken his pas-
sion for student succession and
made it part of his college experi-
ence. If the students of Cal Poly
want someone who knows the ropes
and won’t waste ASI’s time and
resources to be trained on how to
run a multi-million dollar non-prof-
it corporation then Maki 1s the man
for the job. In the working world, a
mailroom employee doesn’t apply to
be CEO of the company overnight

. so why should the ASI presiden-
tial election be any different?

Brandon Souza

Agribusiness junior

CP Democrats and
Republicans unite

Yes, the Cal Poly Democrats and
Cal Poly College Republicans final-
ly agree on something. We both
whole-heartedly endorse Todd Maki
for ASI president. Only someone
like Todd could bring our two clubs
together. We are voting Todd
because ... he has been working for
Cal Poly students for the last three
years. Few people on this campus
spend as much time as him working
to improve the lives of students. He’s
not just talk; he’s been working
through ASI, Engineering Student
Council and the Student Campus
Computing Committee. He not
only has a plan for transportation, he
has been working with students
around campus to improve our situ-
ation. He not only has a plan for
campus computing, his committee is
the reason, come fall, we will have
wireless on all the grassy areas on
campus.

Maki has the experience and
know-how to run a multi-million
dollar corporation like ASI. Many
people at Cal Poly don't really under-
stand what ASI 1s and what we do,
but Todd has intimate knowledge of
the way things work. He also knows
the history of ASI, and by working
with past ASI presidents, he knows
what is feasible and what is not.
Importantly, he understands that ASI
is not ASB. We do not plan rallies or
fun events, we are a corporation. We
need a leader. That is why we're vot-
ing for Todd Maki.

Mia White

Cal Poly Democrats president

Nick Motroni

Cal Poly College Republicans presi-
dent

Todd Maki for students

In my involvement as a leader in a

Or/ED

> {///)g

(AFTFEINIE

=g E‘l.o ﬁq @7_5‘ 1’/

9

W WL TS g |y S —

0
L Q«&/ .

-

r

number of organizations on this cam-
pus, I have never come across anyone
more qualified to be ASI president
than Todd Maki. When I first joined
ASI two years ago, | believed ASI
only served its own self-interest and
was ineffective at serving student
needs. | was flat wrong. I realized
that the work of student leaders is
largely dependent on the work of
previous leaders.

[ understand that many may feel
disconnected with ASI, or do not
understand the involvement of ASI in
the overall campus picture. This is
exactly why you need to make your
voice heard. Let’s face it, Todd knows
the job, knows the people and knows
how to make every students voice
heard. Todd has the credibility within
our community to make an impact
on our campus.

Whether you are from the College
of Engineering, Liberal Arts, Science

and Mathematics, Business,
Education, Architecture and
Environmental Design or Agriculture,
you can rest assured Todd will be
your voice. Todd has the ability to
bridge gaps and find solutions to vir-
tually any issue, he has even united
the College Republicans and College
Democrats for a single cause. Todd
Maki has the motivation and desire to
lead our student body and make our
voice heard in and around the com-
munity.

Mike Motroni

Chairman, ASI University Union
Advisory Board

Civil engineering senior

Why I am voting for Todd
Maki

In the short time | have had the
privilege to work with Todd Maki, |
have been impressed with his confi-
dence, leadership, intelligence and

JAMES GLEN MUSTANG DAILY

drive. He has proven himself to be an
incredible leader, both in the office
and out, and his record as a member
of the ASI Board of Directors is
indicative of that. The past 2.5 years
he has spent on the Board of
Directors make him the perfect can-
didate for the ASI presidency. Only
Maki has the experience and ability
to be the next president of ASI, to
run a $12 million corporation, to
make this school the best it can be,
and I know he will do a fantastic job
Maki’s ability to

bring together a diverse coalition of

in the position

students, including his endorsement
by the Cal Poly Democrats and
College Republicans, i1s proof positive
of his ability to lead and motivate. |
am PROUD to support Todd Maki,
our next president of Associated
Students, Inc.

Zachary Austin

Political science sophomore

alestine Awareness

ince the assassination of Anwar

Sadat in Egypt in 1981 by the

Moslem Brotherhood for
making peace with Israel, Egypt has
been in a state of emergency, allowing
it to arrest suspects without charging
them and to restrict public freedom.
Last week, their “parhament” extended
this state for another two years. Israel
has lived with terrorism, under threat
of annihilation, assassinations, suicide
bombings and economic boycotts all
her life, with no such state of emer-
gency against any of her citizens.

Arabs living in Israel enjoy the same
rights as all Israchs and have 16 mem-
bers in the Knesset. They are free to do
as they wish, even if they advocate
destruction of Israel. There are hardly
any Jews left in any Arab country.

India built a separation wall to com-
bat terrorism from Pakistan in
Kashmir. In fact, just a few days ago,
another 35 Indians were killed by

Kashmiri separatists. Chinese emperors
built a 5,000-mile-long wall to protect
themselves against their enemies. All
other countries build fences along their
borders too. Israel too, after years of
suicide murders against her civilians,
built a fence/wall combination to
combat terrorism.

Yet, during the Palestine Awareness
Week, Amir Abdel Malik Ali, Imam of
the Oakland’s Masjid Al-Islam talks
about Israel as an apartheid country,
calls her a Nazi regime, and vocally
advocates a one-state solution:
Palestine. No Israel. The title of anoth-
er speech by Jeff Halper refers to it as
the Apartheid Wall.

What part of Israel is apartheid or
racist? Arabs, Christians, and Jews live
together under the same laws, they
practice their religion freely, they live
together, and you cannot even tell
what background a person has as you
walk on the street, as most of them

look alike. There are no places where
Moslems, Arabs or non-Jews cannot
enter. There are no laws against any
one particular group. And although
you would not be able to even travel
to Saudi Arabia as a Jew, let alone live
or vote there, the \p(‘.lkcl has the
audacity to call Israel apartherd and
Nazi. This is nothing but to accuse
Isracl of all the atrocities that were per
petrated against the Jews in the past,
and to say it enough times, and it will
be believed as truth.

But at the same time, he has no
words about the atrocities of Arabs in
Darfur, where Moslem Arabs have
killed at least 180,000 black Africans,
have raped their women, and have dis-
placed millions. Not one word from
him or the professors at Cal Poly.

These speakers are advocating a
one-state solution not peace and jus-
tice between the two people. They
expect Jews to live under a govern-

ment such as Hamas, the Baathist gov-
ernment of Syria or a government like
Saudi Arabia. Would you? Would they?
I'hey are hiving in Oakland and San
Luis Obispo!

Israel captured the West Bank from
Jordan and the Gaza Strip from Egypt
in 1967 after years of terrorist attacks,
and when Jordan, Syria and Egypt had
amassed their armies at her border to
annihilate her once and for all. In fact,
she returned the Sinai to the Egyptians
when Saddat made peace with her.
Last summer, Israel withdrew from the
Gaza Strip as well and 1s planning on
withdrawing from the West Bank too.
At that time, a group of philanthropists
bought $14 million worth of green-
houses from the Israelis and gave them
to the Palestimans to grow vegetables
and make money. Three days after the
Israelis left, the Palestinians destroyed all
the greenhouses. Now they complain

Week needs to advocate peace

against the Israelis for their shambled
economy because Israel has closed the
border to Gaza, although they have
been firing Kassam rockets into Israel
every day

Yes, vou should be aware of the
Palestinian leaders and the terrorists
I'hey are their own people’s worst
enemies, not Israel. Israel built seven
universities i the West Bank since
1967. How many were there before?

Instead of bringing speakers here
for propaganda, for inciting hate and
for advocating the annihilation of
Israel as the president of Iran does,
would it not be better to advocate for
peace and against terrorism and hate?

Yes, Israelis are Jews, but even Jews

have the right to live in peace.

Ben Goodman is San Luis Obispo
resident and Mustang Daily guest
columnist.



http://www.mustangdaily.net

10 MUSTANG DAILY

News editor: Cathn Donnell

tangdailynevs(@gmail .com

Assistant news editor: Erick Snuth

[hursday, May 4, 2006

: NEWS

SE—— VY W.nustangdaily.net

NEED A JOB

for next year @@

FALL employment
APPLY NOW for SUMMER and

ASI employs the following positions:

University Union

Event Setup Student Assistant

Facility Supervisor
man Resources Student Assistant

Recreation Center
Chumash Challenge Student Facilitator

structional & Events Student Manager -Craft Center
Marketing Student Supervisor
Musical Entertainment Supervisor Event Student Supervisor
Poly Escapes Desk Assistant Exercise Room Assistant
Rose Float Student Assistant Facility/Field Supervisor
Special Events Student Supervisor Fitness Instructor
Student Assistant Manager Poly Escapes Equipment Front Line Service Assistant
Student Manager for Events Management Graduate Assistant Fitness/Wellness Programs
Trip Leader- Poly Escapes Personal Trainer
University Union Fine Arts Student Supervisor Recreational Sports Marketing Student Supervisor
University Union Marketing Student Supervisor Student Manager- Aquatics
Web Designer Student Manager for Event Management
Website Developer Student Assistant Summer Lifeguard

Summer Swim Lesson Instructor

*for pay rate, job description, and closing date, please view our website

You can fill out an application at www.asi.calpoly.edu/hr
or for more information please call 756-5800

Cal Poly is proud to present
OUT OF GAS:
THE END OF
THE AGE OF OIL

Public Keynote Address

David L. Goodstein

Vice Provost and Professor of
Physics and Applied Physics
California Institute of Technology

Sunday, May 7
Spanos Theatre
4:30 p.m.

Darvid Goodstein, anthor of the 2004 best-selling book,
“Out of Gas: The End of the Age of Otl,” will talk
about trends in petrolenm supply and demand, the
environmental impact of continued reliance on petroleum
energy, and possible technological solutions.

Strong earthquake off Pacific
island nation of Tonga

generates small tsunami

Pesi Fonua
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NUKU'ALOFA, Tonga — A pow-
erful  earthquake struck early
['hursday near the South Pacific
nation of Tonga, prompting tsunami
warnings for as tar away as Fijp and
New Zealand. But the warning never
reached Tonga and was htted after
a tsunami of less than 2 feet.

l'here were no reports of injuries
from the quake or tsunami, and a
Tongan othcial said a few broken
windows were the extent of the dam-

The Pacific Tsunami Warning
Center in Honolulu lifted its warning
for all areas within two hours. It said
there was no data indicating that the
4:26 a.m. earthquake generated a
giant wave.

The magnitude 7.9 earthquake,
classified by the US. Geological
Survey as “major,”
miles south of Neiafu, Tonga, and
1,340
Auckland, New Zealand. It occurred
20 miles beneath the sea floor.

struck about 95

miles

But nearly 18 months after a tsuna-
mi in the Indian Ocean left at least
216,000 people dead or mussing,
sparking international calls for a better
warning system, Pacific islanders got
little or no notice of the latest possible
tsunami. The failure raised troubling
questions about protections in place
for inhabitants of the sparsely popu-

lated islands scattered thousands of

miles across the earthquake-prone
region.

lhe Pacific Tsunami Warning

AS| will be every student’s connection Center said its first alert went out 16
to the uitimate Lo“Q'! upedence ar |

north-northeast of

minutes after the earthquake but was
not received in Tonga because of a
power failure there.

Gerard Fryer, the center’s acung
director, said “there was problem mn
[onga where there was a power out-
e and they didn’t get our imual
nessage.”

Fryer said the center needs to work

ith Tonga to correct the problem
He said he did not know whether the
power failure was caused by the earth-
quake.

Mali'u Takai, deputy director of the
[onga’s National Disaster Ofhice, told
['he Associated Press in a telephone
interview that no warning was
received.

“Nobody got a warning through
the emergency satellite system in our
" Takat said.

“Judging by the location of the epi-

meteorological office,

center we would have been caught
out without any warning at all
because of the system’s malfunction.”

The Honolulu-based

warning said it was possible a tsunami

center’s

could strike Fiji within two hours of
the quake and then, an hour later,
New Zealand.

Speaking about the time a wave
was forecast to reach Fip, police
spokesman Mesake Koroi said in the
capital, Suva, there had been no
immediate reports of a tsunami.

In Gisborne, New Zealand, police
Sgt. James Tasmania said civil defense
authorities had been put on high
alert, but he added that “none of the
ocean) monitoring buoys have
reported anything sigmhcant.”

Hundreds of New Zealanders vol
untarily tled tor higher ground after
seeing 1V reports but later returned
home, the atys cvil detense con
troller, Richard Steel, told National
Radio

[akai said that Tonga escaped
unscathed.

“We have no reports of injury or
fatahties or of structural damage
throughout the Islands)
group,” Takai said. “There are broken
windows in a few houses but that’s
about 1t.”

Mary Fonua, a publisher in Tonga’s
capital, Nuku'alofa, said it was the
most powerful quake she had felt in
27 years on the island.

“It was rocking and rolling, the
floor was shaking, the whole family

(Tonga

stood in the doorway and we heard
crockery breaking in the kitchen and
books fell from the shelves,” she said.

“It’s very dark and the power went
off during the quake ... staff
reporting big flashes as the electricity
grid went down during the shake and
lines were broken.”

“It telt very close but we haven't
heard a tsunan warning,” she said.

Paula Chipman, a Seattle resident
vacationing in Tonga, told CNN she
felt the quake at her hotel. She said 1t
“was a shaker, I mean it went up and
down and back and forth and it was
very, very hard.”

When asked what kind of emer-
gency response she saw, she replied:
“Nothing. Zero.” She also said she
heard no warning of a possible tsuna-
mi.

Shelves were seen overturned in
bookstores. Power in the ity was
restored after two hours, but most
phone lines were jammed by incom-
ing calls.
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Wildflower weekend at a glance

Kelly Cope

Vil I AN \ Y

Cal Poly’s Triathlon Team will be
competing with some of the best tri
ithletes 1in the world this weekend
when Lake San Antonio welcomes
the Wildflower Triathlon Friday, May
May An

cvent among

5 through Sunday,

immensely  popular
those 1 its sport, the u)lnpclllmll
attracts many contestants as well as
spectators and volunteers.

[rathlons traditionally involve a
swim, bike T'he
Wildflower incorporate  all

three segments with different lengths

and run portion.

cevents

in which both individuals and relay
['he

available to competitors are: the Long

teams can participate courses

Course, which includes a 1.2-mile
swim, a 56-mile bike ride and a 13.1
mile run; the Olympic Course, with
a 1.5-kilometer swim, a 40-kilometer
bike ride and a 10-kilometer run, and
the Mountain Bike Course, which
includes a quarter-mile swim, 9.7
mile bike and 2-mile run course for
those who wish to ride offroad

['he event also provides an oppor
tunity for college students to com
pete in their the

OWnN « .H('j.iwl\ 1

JAMBA JUICE WILDALOWER LONG COURSE TRIATHLON

LOUISE DOLBY PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

The 2006 Wildflower Triathlon will have nearly 7,200 total partici-
pants between the three courses: olympic, long and mountain bike.
Above, the long course triathlon consists of a 1.2-mile swim, 56-mile

bike course and a 13.1 mile run.

Olympic distance triathlon and Cal
Poly’s Triathlon Team 1s taking advan-
tage. With 65 members competing,
Cal Poly will be well represented.
Since winning the club competition
in 2003, it has consistently placed in
the top three for the last two years

Although the races do not start
until Saturday, festivities will begin
the night before with the Pasta Party,
held from 4 pm. to 9 pm. in the
Colavita Pasta Pavilion. This 15 only
one of many options for food and

beverages, as many vendors will be

selling tri-tip, crepes, pasta, coffee,
smoothies and other items through-
out the weekend.

[he

extensive, as many people are needed

event’s volunteer statt is
to help with registration, course mar-
shalling and help at aid stations, tran-
sitions or medical tents, as well as at
other areas along the course. Event
organizers expect at total of 15,000
to 25,000 attendies this weekend.
The typical lodging of choice
among Cal Poly spectators, volun-
teers and athletes alike i1s to camp
along the race course. Although it
does cost extra to camp, most partic-
ipants find that the experience is
worth the additional money.
three-time
Brian

Kurotsuchi said that “race morning 1s

[wo-time racer and

volunteer and attendee
really neat. Everybody gets up at 6 or
7 am.and ... it’s just a big stream of
athletes with their gear.”

He also observed that Saturday 1s
typically the busiest day. I can’t wait
to race on Saturday, since 1t basically
means that the park 1s at full capaci
ty,” he said. The Long Course and
Mountain Bike Course competitions

see Wildflower, page 11
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Kayaking on the Centr

BRITTNY PELOQUIN MUSTANG

Kayaking can be an inexpensive and fun way to explore the Central

Coast’s miles of prestine coastline.

Brittny Peloquin

MUSTANG DAILY

['he sun broke through an over
cast sky as it sank toward the hori-
zon in Morro Bay. An easy breeze
blew across the bay. Two girls nav

kayak the

boats that were docked out in the

igated their around
water and pointed out the wildlife
to each other that they could see

as they }‘.l(i&”mi around.

lhe two girls, Paso Robles
High School students Roseanne
Carter and Victoria Teck are no

strangers to the water. They often

go boogie boarding near Cayucos
Pier, but they decided to try
something new for their Spring
Break. They rented a kayak for the
first time and were pleased with
the experience.

"It
Carter said. “You can pretty much

was really comfortable,”
go as you please, it’s really easy and
it was really pretty.”

Kayaking is a fun, easy outdoor
activity that is accessible to people
of all skill levels. It 1s one of the
many ways to enjoy being out on
the water and to explore all the
Coast offer.

Central has to

DAILY

Kayaking trips can be as casual as
spending the day cruising around
with friends or as detailed as tak
ing a guided tour with a marine
biologist. It can also be a inexpen-
sive activity for people looking to
get away for a little while without
spending too much money.

On campus, Poly Escapes offers
discount rentals of kayaks for stu-
dents, starting at $10 per day for a
single or $15 for a double. They
can also be rented for the week-
end or an entire week. Local
rental shops usually cost a little bit
more, but a short instructional
session 1s included.

Morro Bay is a great location
for beginners, because the waters
are calm, hike a lake, compared to

being out in the open ocean. It 1s

a migratory spot for hundreds of

birds and there are plenty of

opportunities for discovering
other wildlife such as sea otters

Dennis  Krueger, owner of
Kayak Horizons suggests taking a
picnic out to the sand dunes that
separate the bay from the rest of
the ocean. The other side of the
dunes is rarely crowded, and cross-
ing on foot takes 5 to 10 minutes
at most points of the strand.

“Each trip you take is differ-
ent,” he said. “The otters, sea hons
and all the wildlife are used to the
activity, so it’'s easy to get good
pictures.” He said that some of his
patrons have even reported seeing
deer out on the dunes.

Kruger’s store on Embarcadero
backs up to the bay, making it an

easy place to launch. He suggests

see Kayaking, page 11

COMME {TARY

The rhree
gems of the
Central Coast

gust of wind ruffles your

hair. To your left, down-

own San Luis Obispo sits
active and bustling with afternoon
traffic. To your right, the calm of
the end of Broad Street with open
expanses of grassy fields, the San
Luis Obispo Country Club and the
airport. Directly around you weeds
and wildflowers slowly climb and
engulf small rocks, and a small
unmarked tribute of rocks sits piled
in organized disarray with a cluster

of purple and yellow wildflowers at

its peak
[his 1s a much simpler place,
away from the stress of Cal Poly

l1fe

[t 15 calm, quiet and contemplatiy

ind daily rat race of small city

['he tunny thing is that this place 1s
walk

South Hills, which sits just above

only a 10-minute up the

the neighborhood surrounding
Meadow Park oft South Street

I'he South Hills are just one of a
series of golden locations that are
casily accessible, take little time to
reach and offer a quiet retreat from
daily life. The other two, Mount.
Madonna and Bishop Peak, are just
as accessible and offer even better
views of not only the valley, but the
beaches to the north and south as
well.

There are few places more beau
tiful in San Luis Obispo County
three jewels, and one

than these

must admit that they are not only
totally worth yvour time, but a must
do as a San Luis Obispo resident
or a Cal Poly student.

Too often in my time here in San
Luis, I have heard people openly
that taken
advantage of the saplendor that sur-

admit they haven’t
rounds us and taken an afternoon
to walk up Bishop Peak, let alone
any other mountain in San Luis
Obispo.

So I implore you, take an after
noon retreat from school, work and
life in general and take a walk up
one of the three mountains sur
rounding San Luis Obispo. It will

be worth your time, | guarantee it.

Chris Gunn is a journalism senior
and assistant sports editor. You can e-
mail him at gunn(@calpoly.edu
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