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Homeless for the holidays

v

By Diana Krutop

MUSTANG DAILY STAFF WRITER

Three months ago, Michael* returned home from
work to find that his wife of 20 years had left with their
car and all their money. Neighbors later told him she
had taken off with her lover.

“She left my clothes hanging on the dresser,” Michael
said. “It hurt me so bad that [ packed my things, put my
thumb into the wind and hitchhiked aimlessly around
the country.”

Michael is not used to being homeless. He spent the
past 30 years of his life working as a truck driver and a
stonemason.

This year, Michael will be spending the holiday sea-
son alone on the Central Coast.

“I have always spent the holidays with my family,
including kids and grandkids,” he said. “Now | find
myself alone. This is the worst thing that could happen
to me. | dread the holidays. I've got no one, and I'm not
used to that.”

And this is just one person’s story.

According to the Economic Opportunity
Commission’s Web site, 2,500 to 4,000 people in San
Luis Obispo County are homeless. Nearly all of these
individuals will remain homeless well into the holiday
season.

“People categorize and stereotype homeless people,”
Michael said. “They don’t realize that sometimes it isn’t
because of drugs, alcohol or a mistake they made.
Sometimes it’s just because the rug was ripped out from
beneath them.”

Michael is currently looking for a job and said he is
determined to start his life over again.

“I have two sons in Alabama,” he said. “I don’t want
them to see me like this. | want to begin again, get back
on my feet and have something to show them.”

He stresses the importance of appreciating the neces-
sities in life — food, shelter and companionship.

“I have found that the basics are the most important
and everything else is just icing on the cake,” Michael

“I miss a place to lay my head and a
good meal.”

Michael
homeless man

said. “1 had all those luxuries, but all those things I don’t
miss. | miss companionship with my wife and friends. |
miss a place to lay my head and a good meal. All the
material things really mean nothing when you've lost it
all.”

John* and his 13-year-old son Steven are also home-
less. John injured his back on the job, can no longer
work and had to split up his family after becoming
homeless.

He is waiting to have surgery and hoping that the
EOC can help him find housing. This year, the two hope
the holidays will bring a roof over their heads.

“I just want a good Christmas for my kids,” John said.
“I want to keep them together.”

This is the first time Gerald* has been homeless and
it has been a learning experience for him.

He said he believes that it is a national tragedy when
a person is put out on the street because there are not
enough beds in the shelter or at the overflow.

"
’

“We are all grateful to be (at the homeless shelter)

Gerald said. “But we live under the constant threat of

being houseless. It’s a hard reality.”

Homeless or not, the holiday season affects everyone.

“A person would have to be soul dead or brain dead
not to experience it,” Gerald said.

At the shelter, individuals can fill out a wish list con-
sisting of three items, he explained.

“A vast majority of people here put things like world
peace,” he said. “We all have hopes and aspirations.”

If you are interested in learning how you can volun-
teer at the shelter, contact the EOC at 781-3993.

*Only first names are used in the article.

Lighting up in SLO

ANDRE NIESING/MUSTANG DAILY

The Christmas tree in Mission Plaza was lit up Wednesday during down-
town’s Holiday Open House. There will be a the annual Holiday Parade
downtown at 7 p.m Friday.

Editor's Note: A Mustang Daily
reporter recently spent time interacting
with the children at the Orfalea Family
and Associated Students Inc. Children’s

Center.

Children’s center helps kids, parents

Read it and weep

ITS taking e-mail precautions

By Laura Dietz

MUSTANG DAILY STAFF WRITER

although some come from Web sites and
some from file sharing that occurs, like
when a student shares information saved

The e-mail says it is from a professor at  on a floppy disk with another student,

By Abbey Kingdon

MUSTANG DAILY STAFF WRITER

Alizabeth, one of the more articu-
late 2-year-olds in the room, invited
me to sit at her table for lunch. |
entered the mini-world of tables,
kitchen that
reached, at most, my knees

chairs and sinks

Upon sitting down, Alizabeth and
a friend sparked immediate interest
in my notebook and took turns skim

ming through the pages, adding their

own scribbles to my collection of

notes. Then the lights dimmed and
play.
Without being asked by one of the

classical music began to
adults in the room, Alizabeth and her
friend cleared their lunch plates.
They strolled over to their mats for
naptime, where fellow 2-year-olds
were curling up for the afternoon.
The Orfalea

Associated Students Inc.

Family and
Children’s
Center provides childcare for Cal
Poly students, faculty and staff. While
their parents are busy with acade
mics, the children are learning social
skills, even as infants.

“We

walk away with skills for appropriate

want the children here to

social interaction and self-confi-

BRIAN KENT/MUSTANG DAILY

Anya (right) and Billie, two children who attend the children’s
center, play on the monkey bars at the facility’s playground.

dence,” said Lori Curry, a head
teacher at the Children’s Center.

“We want them to learn to know
themselves and express themselves,”
she added.

Curry is head teacher of the transi-
tion (2-year-old) room; she works
with an assistant and two student

employees, creating a 4-to-1 ratio of
adults to children. The ratios vary
from 3-to-1 in the infant room to 8
to-1 ratio in the pre-kindergarten
rOOmM.

“We are known for having good

see CENTER, page 2

Cal Poly. Why would he send such a big
file? He uses terrible grammar for a profes-
sor, too. Read it or delete it?

Employees at Cal Poly Information
Technology Services say deleting any
unusual e-mail is a safe solution. However,
more steps can and are being taken to pro-
tect the school, the students and their
computers from the many viruses that are
circulating the Internet, they said.

George Westlund, information tech-
nology consultant for Cal Poly, said there
are more than 100,000 computer viruses
and the number increases exponentially.

Doug Scheel, PC and Local Access
Network coordinator for ITS, said there is
no current way to counting the viruses
that may be circulating among computers
at Cal Poly, but they do affect the campus
computer network.

“Every time there is a virus around the
world and there are alerts on television,
we get it at Cal Poly,” Scheel said.

Agribusiness senior Erin Smith experi-
enced e-mail viruses first-hand during the
summer.

“I kept getting these e-mails from Cal
Poly (e-mail) addresses and I had no idea
who they were,” she said. “They had
attachments and | thought “This is messed
llp,' so | deleted them.”

Most viruses are spread through e-mail,

Scheel said.

Nationally, on average 70 to 80 percent
of viruses computers get are from e-mails,
he said.

Liberal studies junior Amy Hutchraft
said she screens her e-mail because she
receives about 30 random messages at her
Cal Poly account each day and is aware of
the effect a virus could have on her com
puter.

“A virus would be so debilitating to a
computer, so | do not open them if I do
not know who they are from,” she said. “It
is not worth my time.”

Westlund said some signs that an e
mail may be a virus are that the e-mail is
from an unknown person, the grammar in
the subject line is terrible or there is an
attachment, commonly about 40 kilobytes
or larger.

Scheel said a computer is most likely
infected if it begins acting abnormally.

“If it is really slow, if files are disappear
ing like (Microsoft) Word documents,
(students) need to find out why,” he said.

ITS began a three-pronged approach
last summer to combat the spread of virus
es. The first step involved setting up a fire
wall, which protects on-campus comput
ers from hackers off campus, Scheel said

see VIRUSES, page 2
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5-Day Forecast

FRIDAY
High: 66° / Low: 50° ‘

SATURDAY
High: 68° / Low:44° ‘
MONDAY
High:68° / Low:41°¢

" Today’s Sun
Rises: 6:57 a.m/ Sets: 4:50 p.m.

SUNDAY
TUESDAY

High: 69° / Low:49°
High: 68° / Low:41° ‘

Rises: 8:33 am./smms fm.

Low:3:38 a.m./ 1.9 feet
High: 9:56 a.m./ 6.5 fe
Low:5:15 p.m./-1.3 feet
High: 11:55 p.m./ 3.7 fee!

Clarification:

In Wednesday’s article
“Annual ballet brings holi-
day spirit,” it was reported
that there is a free perfor-
mance on Dec. 14.The per-
formance is only for needy
families through the EOC
shelter and is already full.

—

VIRUSES

continued from page 1

ITS has

Norton Anti-Virus software on all per-

also installed Symantec’s
sonal computers on campus that work
with the Internet server, he added.

“If it finds a virus, it removes it from
the computer and sends it to the serv-
er,” Scheel said. “If it is a new virus that
has not been seen before, it is removed
from the server, evaluated and informa-
tion is sent back to the server.”

The third part of the approach will
be implemented happening this month,
he said. An e-mail anti-virus scanner is
being added that will scan incoming
and outgoing e-mails.

If an e-mail contains a virus, the
sender and the recipient will be noti-
fied. Either the virus will be removed
from the message or, if that is not possi-

ble, the entire message will be deleted.
The message’s recipient will be notified
that a message from the specific person
had to be deleted and to contact the
sender for details.

Westlund said that deleting messages
is not the only thing e-mail users can do
to cut down viruses.

“By deleting e-mails, you are keeping
yourself safe but not necessarily helping
people that have infected computers,”
he said. “Everybody can delete the virus
and it will keep circulating. Deleting it
before opening the message does not
necessarily mean the computer is not
already infected.”

By looking at the arpa headers,
which track the computers the message
is sent among without opening the mes-
sage, it may be possible to determine
where the virus came from, Westlund
said. Then, the recipient of the offend-
ing e-mail can complain to the Internet
Service Provider (ISP), such as Yahoo,

CENTER

continued from page 1

said Lisa Claudeanos, graphic
and student

ratios,”
communications senior

employee at the center. “This is one of

the reasons we have a big waiting list.”

About 100 families are on the waiting
list, said Gail Kennedy, administrative
assistant of the Children’s Center.

Nearly 120 children are enrolled in
the center, and of these about 60 percent
are student-parents, Curry said.

“The center helps out a lot,” said
Amy Malone, a horticulture senior and
parent. “I wouldn’t know what to do
without it.”

Malone’s  2-year-old  daughter,
Tamsen, has been coming to the center
since she was 8 months old.

“Watching the children grow and
develop is the best thing about working
here,” Claudeanos said. “I first worked
with a group of 2-year-olds, and now
they are 5-year-olds. They have gone
from babies to having their own person-
alities and interests.”

Children at the center range in ages
from four months to five years. After 5
years old they go to regular school,
Claudeanos said. There is no limit to
how long employees can work at the
center, and many have found it hard to
leave.

Claudeanos has worked at the center
for four years, and Curry has been in
charge of toddlers for more than 10
years.

Each teacher has a curriculum based
on the age and development of the chil-
dren in that group, Claudeanos said.
The babies and toddlers play with mir-
rors and toys with colors and shapes.
The pre-kindergarten class learns about
letters, numbers and science, such as
studying insects, Claudeanos said.

“Each classroom develops its own
goals depending on each child,” Curry
said. “The rooms are divided by age, but
the ages vary in each room as we look at
the children developmentally.”

When Malone drops Tamsen off at
the center, she said she does not worry
about her daughter’s safety, which is a
big relief.

“Tamsen loves going to the center,”
Malone said. “She loves the staff and
children in her room. “

Alizabeth scampers away from the
napping mats to greet a friend walking
in the door with his father. Her little
friend smiles confidently and waves to
Alizabeth as he turns away from his
father’s hand.

The two toddlers chatter away before
settling down for a nap. They excitedly
share stories, which makes them look
like miniature college students indulging
in social life.

The path you choose today
can lead to tomorrow

State Compensation Insurance Fund

If you're ready to apply your knowledge and skills in the post-graduation

job market, then toss your hat in with State Fund.

State Fund, the leading workers’ compensation insurance carrier in

California, is interested in graduates seeking opportunity and stability.

We offer a wide range of positions throughout California, plus an
environment that will foster your continued growth,

At State Fund you'll find exceptional benefits, professional training to
expand your horizons, and many advancement possibilities. Learn how
you can join us by visiting www.scif.com or by contacting Human
Resources at 415-565-1722.Then launch your career with State Fund
and rise to new heights.

's success.

Career opportunities
may be a?nllabh in:

Marketlng
* Communications
* Underwriting
* Claims
* Loss Control
* Business Services
* Customer Service
* Legal
* Information Technology
* Finance and Accounting
* Human Resources
* Administration
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provider has a different format for com-

EarthLink or
Communications, he

plaints, he said, which complicates
things for users who are not computer
savvy. Most service providers then noti-
fy the sender that his or her computer
has a virus and take it offline for a peri-
od of time, he said.

There are several ways for students to
protect their computers, Westlund said.
These include installing anti-virus soft-
ware and keeping programs up to date.

Westlund added that running an old
or outdated anti-virus program does not

protect against newer viruses, which are
typically the worst to deal with. Some
of the newer viruses have the capability
to turn off the anti-virus program, infect
files and turn it on, without the user
ever knowing.

Scheel said that this year Cal Poly
purchased a site license from Symantec
that makés anti-virus software free to all
students. Students can access the soft-
ware in several ways. One way is to
request it from the computer lab on the
first floor of the Robert E. Kennedy
Library. They can also download the
software from software.calpoly.edu.

Announcing
A New CLA Publlcatlon

Call For Paper

Thematic Quarterly Journal
Highlighting Creative Work By Faculty and
Students in the College of Liberal Arts

First Issue: Arts and the

Machine

Send your essays, articles, book reviews,

interviews, open forum comments, poetry, fiction,

or visual art.

Deadline: Jan. 10, 2003

For submission guidelines and further information

check cla.calpoly.edu/clamag or contact

pfetzer@calpoly.edu/ extension: 6-5717

there’s no

As an engineer in
the U.S. Air Force,

what you’ll work on.

(Seriously, we can’t tell you.)

telling

information, call

United States Air
technology is years ahead of what
you'll touch in the private sector, and
as a new engineer you'll likely be
involved at the ground level of new and
sometimes classified developments.
You'll begin leading and managing
within this highly respected group
from day one. Find out what's waiting
behind the scenes for you in the
Air Force today. To request more

or log on to airforce.com.
g
g
o«

U.S. AIR FORCE
CROSS INTO THE BLUE

Force applied

1-800-423-USAF
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Bush blames al-Qaida for Kenya
attack, condemns terrorism
everywhere
WASHINGTON
terrorism fears that stretch from Africa
to the Middle East, President Bush said
Wednesday he believes the al-Qaida
network was behind last week’s attacks

Voicing fresh

in Kenya and that terrorists have dis-
rupted the Israel-Palestinian peace
process.

Bush, fielding reporters’ questions at
a White House bill-signing ceremony,
declined to criticize the Israeli govern-
ment, whose troops fired Tuesday on a
taxi at a West Bank checkpoint, killing
a 95-year-old Palestinian great-grand-
mother.

“I am concerned thart terrorists have
disrupted the ability for peace-loving
people to move the (peace) process for
ward,” Bush said. “... And so | fully
understand the Israeli government’s
attempts to stamp out terror, because
we'll never have peace as long as ter
rorists are able to disrupt.”

He did not directly reply when a
journalist asked if he believes the ter-
rorists at work in the West Bank are
part of Osama bin Laden’s al-Qaida
network. Bush did finger bin Laden
operatives for last week’s coordinated
artacks on Israelis in Kenya — a hotel
bombing and the firing of missiles at an
[sraeli charter flight.

Federal court weighs constitu-

tional arguments over new

campaign finance law
WASHINGTON - Opponents of

the nation’s campaign finance law told

National/International News

a federal court Wednesday that new
limits on donations and election activ-
ity violate the Constitution’s guarantee
of free speech and would have a devas
tating effect on the national political
parties.

Bobby Burchfield, a lawyer for the
Republican National Committee, told
a three-judge federal panel that his
party would have to lay oft 40 percent
of its staff by the end of the year
because of the new restrictions.

He said his party would no longer be
able to coordinate election activities
with state and local parties.

Burchfield told the judges the new
law won't reduce special interest influ-
ence in elections as its SUPPOTITers « laim
because interest groups will still be
allowed to engage in the same election
such as

activities they always have

.u]\ ‘II\\l oer-oult Iln'/\'ul\‘ \il'l\\'\

even if the political parties can't.

Patient left on operating table
sues surgeon
BOSTON

on the operating table with an open

A patient who was left

incision in his back while his doctor
went to the bank sued the surgeon
Wednesday for malpractice.

Charles Algeri, 45, claims in the
lawsuit that a nerve in his right leg was
injured because Dr. David Armndt left
for 35 minutes in the middle of a back
operation. His lawsuit seeks unspeci-
fied damages

Amdd’s attorney, Claudia Hunter,
did not immediately return a call seek-
ing comment.

Mount Auburn Hospital suspended
Arndt’s privileges in July after he left

during the surgery so he could deposit a

check. The state Board of Registration
in Medicine later suspended Amdt’s
medical license, saying he created an
immediate threat.

Another surgeon who had walked
into the operating area to deliver
Arndt’s paycheck told the board Armdt
asked him to stay for a few minutes
while he took a break. The other sur-
geon, who was not credentialed to per-
form the surgery and had not scrubbed
in, said he thought Arndt was only
stepping out to the restroom.

A state Public Health Department
report on the hospital’s response reject-
ed Algeri’s contention that his back
operation was botched because Arndt
had walked out. A review of his condi-
tion did not suggest a link between the
incident and his complaints of pain
and other problems, the report said.

International Bricts

Powell supports crackdown on

lawlessness, opposes human

rights abuses
BOGOTA, Colombia

State Colin Powell is showing solidari-

SCL‘I’L‘[‘.II'\" of

ty with President Alvaro Uribe’s efforts
to crack down on the country’s ram-
pant lawlessness but also is signaling a
no tolerance policy for human rights
abuses by Colombia’s security forces.
Powell, who was meeting with
Uribe Wednesday told
reporters he is looking for ways to pro-

morning,

vide additional help to Colombia as it
confronts “narcotraffickers and nar-
coterrorists.”

He noted that the administration
plans an increase in assistance to $500
million from $300 million. The funds

will be earmarked for training and
equipment and also for nonmilitary
sectors, including social and economic
mvestment.

Uribe has been in office for a little
more than 100 days. He hopes that a
tougher line against two leftist insur-
gencies will open the way to serious
peace negotiations. A right-wing para-
military group announced a unilateral
cease fire in recent days. All three
groups finance their operations with
drug trafficking revenues and all are on
the State Department list of foreign
terrorist organizations.

Up to 30 Kurdish fighters killed
or wounded in battle with
Islamic militia
SHASHIK, Iraq
men battled [slamic militants believed
to be linked to al-Qaida in northern

Kurdish militia-

[raq early Wednesday, and as many as
30 militiamen were killed or wounded,
Kurdish military officials said.
Militants from the Ansar al-Islam
seized two hilltop positions of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan near the
city of Halabja, said Sheik Jaffar
Mustafa of the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan, the Kurdish militia that is
the de facto authority in the area.
Mustafa said he believed his force
had suffered as many as 30 casualties,
but he could not give an exact figure
since some of his forces were on leave
and his side had been unable to
retrieve bodies from the battlefield.
He also said he did not know how
many among the casualties were dead,
nor how many Islamic militants had
been killed or wounded. Some of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan fighters

~ Thursday, December 5, 2002

died while sleeping since the Ansar al

Islami launched its attack before day
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U.N. food aid chief warns of
unprecedented Africa hunger
crisis

UNITED NATIONS

.
an unprecedented hunger crisis with 38

Africa faces

million ]\‘nplc threatened by starva-
tion, the head of the U.N.’s food relief
agency warned the Security Council
on Tuesday.

James T. Morris, executive director
of the World Food Program, said the
only obstacle to ending hunger tomor-
row is “lack of political will.”

But instead of making the political
decisions and earmarking the money to
eliminate hunger, “U.N. member states
have unwittingly adopted policies that
make the idea of ending hunger little
more than fantasy,” Morris said.

[n southern Africa, where more
than 14 million people in Zimbabwe
Zambia, Malawi, Lesotho,

and Mozambique need food, donors

Swaziland

have pledged only 56 percent of the
$511 million needed, he said.

In the Hom of Africa, 6 million
Ethiopians and more than 2 million
Eritreans need tood due to drought, the
legacy of political disputes and vio

.\1«\1”\

hunger also “eo hand in hand now in

ICIRC. \‘.Il\l. \\Vl(lll‘llk\‘ .IHJ

West Africa,” especially Liberia and
Ivory Coast.

Briefs compiled from The Associated
Press wire service by Mustang Daily
news editor Andra Coberly.
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5 Locations!

10% BONUS

Deposit your buyback
cash into Campus Express
& receive an extra 10%

Cal Poly ID Required for Buyback

*See store for details

CAL POLY,

b

UNIVERSITY SQUARE

TEXTBOOK BUYBALCK

December 9-19

* Cal Poly Books
University Square

(870 Foothill Bivd.)

Mon. - Fri., 9:00am - 6:00pm
Sat. - Sun., 12:00am - 5:00pm

Drive Through
Location on Campus
(M¢t. Bishop Rd, off of Highland)

Mon. - Fri., 9:00am - 5:00pm

Front of El Corral
Mon. - Fri., 7:30am - 6:00pm

Saturday, 8:00am - 4:00pm

Dexter Lawn
Mon. - Fri., 8:30am - 4:30pm

By Campus Market

Mon. - Fri., 8:00am - 4:00pm
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Holiday survival
guide for couples
and singletons

ear Santa,

This year I've been a really good girl. I only ditched 50 classes instead of the

usual 60, went to the gym every day (unless I was hung-over) and never dated
more than four guys at one time. In light of my angelic behavior, [ have a teensy-tiny
wish list: First, | want two backstage passes to the Justin Timberlake concert, a hotel
suite and handcuffs. Also, J. Lo’s 25-carat pink diamond, and if you could give her some
sort of disfigurement, that would be nice, too. And if you think I've been naughty, you
can leave a stocking full of the cheap, ghetto condoms that break all the time. I'll have
the Godiva chocolates waiting by the fireplace for you, like always.

Love, little Shallon Lester.

Ah, those were the days...when the holidays meant nothing more than greed, self-
ishness and gluttony. But times have changed; while I'used to shovel in gingerbread
like oxygen, fitting into my Diesel jeans keeps those frosted little bastards at bay. I also
try to work as much as possible so I don’t find myself skulking around Irvine, pester-

ing my Cocker Spaniel to stave off boredom and insanity.

But by far, the biggest holiday challenge is getting a rela-
tionship through those awkward family-laden, gift-giving
months.

People usually question their lives around the holidays:
What am | thankful for? What are my resolutions for next

year! What exactly is eggnog? But if you're not single, other
issues pop up: What gifts are appropriate? What if their
family hates me? Can I resist the kissing-orgy of New Year's

Eve?
A Presents are the trickiest of all. In new relationships, you're
" . . . ]
\ 9, afraid of getting something too expensive and looking overly

interested, or vice versa. But there are no clear-cut rules as to
a’z ‘ what to get because each couple is different. I'd say that the
Y AT gift should be proportionate to the level of confirmed com-

8((’1 Q{IS mitment. If you're just kinda sorta dating but haven't had

‘ “The Talk,” then give them a card and bake cookies.

[f you're an established boyfriend or girlfriend at the two-
to-four month mark, step it up; get them something that will remind them of you, like
cologne, a subscription to Maxim or goldfish. Just be careful; the present may outlast the
relationship. Or, to do something interactive, go horseback riding or to a concert. You'll
bond and look creative. After five months, you know your sweetheart pretty well and it
shouldn’t be too hard. For help, just go to Tiffanys.com.

Single people need gifts too. That’s why I've started the “Just Because I'm Single Doesn’t
Mean | Look Like A Goblin” Outreach Program. Help us by donating things for needy sexy
people, like gift certificates to Fanny Wrappers or Condom Revolution. This year, we real-
ly are in desperate need for MAC makeup and push-up bras; it'd break your heart to see all
the single girls out there with no cleavage. And as an added bonus, anyone who donates a
Venus Butterfly vibrator will receive a free football phone. It’s about caring, OK people?

With gifts out of the way, family is the next hurdle. Every family has their own little
juirks, so don’t let them embarrass you. Mine, for example, smuggles cocaine from
Colombia using Barbie dolls and will feed you cheesecake until you beg for death. Oh, ha
ha, I'm just kidding...we never eat dairy.

Boys, be careful how treat your family around your girlfriend, especially your mother.
Maybe it’s because I'm Italian and mistrustful, but if a man doesn't get along with his mama
he’s not much of a man, capisce? Ladies, remember that his family doesn’t want to hear about
your hilarious adventures downtown, the last guy you dated or the fact that you're a sex
columnist.

If you're single, dealing with your own family can be more disturbing than a Carrot Top
Christmas album. Just don’t find solace in the See’s candy or you'll end up alone Dec. 31.

New Year’s Eve is perhaps the greatest holiday in the world; it’s the only day you can
kiss as many people as you want. Singletons of the world rejoice! You are free and unim-
peded to prowl all night without worry of a significant other waiting for your midnight
call. If coupled, this is a stressful holiday to celebrate apart. But go easy on your partner if
the champagne gets to them and a ball-drop kiss occurs with another.

Christmas vacation is perfect because it gives us relationship breathers. Being with fam-
ily and old friends reminds us who we really are and what we really need. So get some
turkey, get some pie and get some perspective on your life. There is plenty of time for
togetherness once school starts in January, when you can crawl into bed with your honey
and whisper your resolutions into his or her ear.

PS — Big ups to the Monday night belly-dancing class — the recital rocked! I don't think
the world is ready for our jelly. Keep on being bootylicious!

Shallon Lester is a speech communication senior and Mustang Daily columnist. E-mail
her your relationship battle stories at shallonlester@hotmail.com.
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Letters to the editor

Freedom of speech must be
respected

Editor,

I've been reading the letters about the sheep display
over the past few days and | have to ask: Is this really
the most important thing we have to worry about?

Students seem to have this knack for getting upset
about some relatively little issues. As far as whether
or not it should have been put up in the first place’
Doesn’t matter. The decision was made. Let’s move
on. It is always important to try to not offend people,
but the fact of the matter is that sometimes it hap-
pens. It is a part of life, especially in a nation with the
right to freedom of speech. That right isn’t to protect
those who say what we want to hear, it’s to protect
those who say what we don’t want to hear. | know,
some readers will say that the display wasn’t “speech,”
but you get my point.

Basically, I think students need to stop for a
moment and think when they see something that
bothers them. Is it really worth using all that ener-
gy! Most of the time the answer is no. Sometimes
it’s important to voice your opinion. It is just as
important, however, to learn to let it slide. If you

want to get annoyed, do so about something you
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can change. Getting annoyed about something
you can't is just a waste of time and emotion.
Accept the things you can’t change and then
change the things you can. It's a simple philoso-
phy, but it works.

Diane Ward is a graphic communication senior.
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“My question is why do you need the duct tape if you have the roofies?”



mailto:shallonlester@hotmail.com
mailto:mustangdaily@hotmail.com
mailto:mustangdaily@calpoly.edu

6 Thu ConrnLEGE Christmas Guide

The Ultimate College Christmas Shopping Guide

Friday, December 13- Last day of finals

6 Thursday, December 5, 2002 Mustang Daily Advertising

From the expert shopper to the stumped student, the
Mustang Daily will aid your Christmas gift ventures

Tuesday, December 24~ Christmas Eve

What many fail to understand is
that Christmas shopping is incred-
ibly simple.

An hour of planning can pre-
vent hours of window shopping or
years of disappointment from fam-
ily members by an incorrect gift.

With the quarter ending and
the Christmas requests piling, you
need all the help you can get with
placing those nice little packaged
presents under the tree.

We've provided you with a few
tips that enable a smooth holiday
season by making your life easier
during the gift giving time of year.
Make a budget

This will prevent you from max-
ing out your credit card, or spend-
ing more than you intended.

Make a list

Before you hit the town, make a
list of some ideas that you have tor
gifts you wish to give people.
Endless and fruitless hours can be
spent gazing at gifts you would
never even consider getting, but
you look at them anyway.

It will also help prevent you
from getting off track by being
pulled ro the items that you like,
instead of the items that the
intended receiver would appreci-
atre.

Keep track of what you get peo-

ple and what they got vyou.

Reserve a notebook where you can
keep track of each gift you gave
and then what you got in return.

[t will help you write your thank
you cards as well.

Write thank you cards

People like to know you appre-

v

“The best.of gift giving has
been implemented through
being thoughtful and
unique. Some of the most
creative ideas have come
from spontaneous inspira-
tion.”

ciated their thoughtfulness.

Get it done early

For a number of reasons, getring
your shopping done before you go
home will enable you to have a
stress free vacation.

The more prepared you are for
Christmas, the greater excitement
people have for receiving your
present.

Don’t spend a fortune
Make 8 LD,

make a necklace, write a letter or

a collage, burn

take a friend out to lunch.
The best of gift giving has been
being

implemented  through

Hearst Castle
San Simeon

thoughtful and unique.

Some of the most creative gift
ideas have come from spontaneous
thoughtful
brances and not from a designer

inspiration, remem-
store.

Don’t overspend on details
Look for Christmas cards that are
on sale, and then write a personal-
ized letter and slip it inside. Use
newspaper instead of tissue paper
for wrapping breakables (but don’t
use newspaper for wrapping up
clothes!).

Take apart paper bags and tie
them with string, reflecting the
old—fashioned Christmas wrap-
ping. Simplicity is elegant

Despite the oblivion of many
busy students, the stores in San
Luis Obispo can be great. There
are many interesting stores that
offer unique inventory that the
normal retail chain will never
carry.

Below are a few noted stores in
San Luis Obispo that are student
friendly.

Included on the next page is
some gift ideas for those on your
list.

If you are completely stumped
as to what to get our loved ones,
simply take a peak and it might
provide you with some inspira-

tion. Good luck!
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