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Organization strives for education

‘Beyond War’ holds briefing
stressing alternatives to war

gulf of Mexico
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‘War is not acceptable, even as a last
alternative. We want people to start
thinking about this instead of relying on
war as a final solution to conflict. Let’s
start by changing our attitudes and
then worry about elimination.’

— Staci Youngberg

By James Welch

Staff Writer

Remember the Alamo. Remember to call your mother.
Remember Nicaragua.

Nicaragua? Wait a minute. Isn't that the little country
in Central America that was supposcd to be the next
Vietnam? Whatever happened down therc?

If you feel uninformed about what is going on in Cen-
tral America, you're not alone.

A recent survey sponsored by a new student organiza-

tion, Beyond War, found that students are not as
knowledgeable as people might think.
One question from the survey — In the list below, cir-

cle the countries whose governments actively support
non-military solutions to conflict in Central America:
Agentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela
— was almost always answered incorrectly. All 11 of
these countries support non-military solutions for peace.

This is where Beyond War wants to step in. It hopes
to get people to take action by providing information. It
hopes people will then make the right decision about the
situation.

The club is sponsoring a briefing on Thursday, Oct. 22
at 7:30 p.m. in the University Christian Center.

‘““The briefing is designed for people who know abso-
lutely nothing about the Central America situation,’”’
said Staci Youngberg, coordinator of the group.

Beyond War sees itself as an educator and wants to
motivate people through education. A quote by Thomas
Jefferson is one of its guiding mottos:

“I know of no safe repository of the ultimate power of
society but the people. And if we think them not
enlightened enough, the remedy is not to take the power
from them, but to inform them by education.”’

The long-range goal of Beyond War, however, is not
just to inform people about Central America, or nuclear
war, but to change the way people think about war all
together.

“War is not acceptable, even as a last alternative,”
said Youngberg. ‘“We want people to start thinking
about this instead of relying on war as the final solution
to conflict. Let’s start by changing our attitudes and
then worry about elimination.”’

Youngberg has been aware of the existence of Beyond

War, a national organization, for about five years.
However, she has been involved for only about two
years.

Dow gains 102 points

in panicky trading

NEW YORK (AP)— The Dow the market,”

John Phelan, the
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THE QUESTIONAIRE

1) In the country of El Salvador: a) 25 percent of the
population owns 50 percent of the arable land, b) 10 percent
owns 60 percent, ¢) 10 percent owns 80 percent.

2) The fastest growing segment of Central American
agriculture is: a) primitive peasant farms producing only
enough for subsistence, b) large agribusinesses seasonally
employing landless E:asamry to grow crops for export, ¢)
smzll arms selling bananas and fruit on the international
market.

3) One study of farming in Central America found that on the
average, farms smaller than 10 acres cultivated 72 percent of
their acerage. Large farms cultivated only: a) 65 percent, b)
43 percent, c) 14 percent, d) 8 percent.

4) During the last 35 years, agriculture exports from Central
America have increased approximately 8 percent m year.
Yet two out of every three children under the age of five suffe:
from malnutrition. main reason for this is: a) the land is
used to grow crops for export and not domestic consumption,
k) the poor are ignorant about nutrition, ¢) communist
guerillas are blowing up local food markets.

5) For mar|¥ 100 ?ars. Costa Rica has exemplified the
democracy of small farms that Thomas Jefferson envisioned
as ideal. Yet while theSoviet Union awards Costa Ricans
1,500 scholar a year to study in the USSR, the number
of scholarships the United States awards each year is less
than: a) 1,200, b) 500, ¢) 100, d) 50.

6) Adjusting for inflation, dur'ing the 1980s, U.S. military
assistance to governments in Latin America has: a) doubled,
b) tripled, ¢) quadrupled, d) increased eightfold. ¥ea:

7) In the list below, circle the countries whose governments
actively support non-military solutions to conflict in Central
America: Argentina, Brazil, Columbia, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Uraguay,
Venezuela.

8) Costa Rica, Nicaraa;as southern neighbor is: a)
borrowing money from United States to build up its
military defenses, b) has a long tradition of having no army
and has no interest in establishing one, ¢) supportng the
United States/Contra efforts to overthrow the Nicaraguan
‘government. AR

9) The Arias plan (proposed by President Arias of Costa Rica)
and the Contradora plan (proposed by four Latin American
presidents) are efforts to: a) destabilize the Nicaraguan -
g&wxmpt‘ b) bring the United States and Soviet Union tc -
“the 1 ting table over Central America, c) engage the
Central American countries in a non-violent, negotiated -
process to solve their problems. = :
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“] was seeing a solution to the problems without see-
ing the real crisis,”” she said. ‘‘And if there is no crisis
then we’re wasting our time. But there is a crisis and the
truth needs to be known. There was a responsibility and

See SURVEY, page 4

CSU education appreciated

Jones industrial average bounced
back about 102 points Tuesday,
but its biggest point rise ever
erased only one-fifth of the
previous day’s Depression-sized
market crash.

Both the Tokyo and London
stock exchanges posted their
biggest losses ever on Tuesday.
Worldwide, stocks lost well over
$1 trillion in a 24-hour period.

Declining stocks outnumbered
advancing ones by more than 5
to 2 in heavy, panicky trading in
the broader New York Stock Ex-
change.

The Dow Jones average of 30
industrial stocks rose 102.27
points — a one-day record — to
1,841.01, according to a prelimi-
nary reading, after having fallen
a record 508 points on Monday.

The volume of trading — a
good measure of the market’s
confusion — soared to 603.8
million shares, a shade below
Monday’s record-shattering
604.33 million-share day.

““There is still a certain amount
of sensitivity and nervousness in

chairman of the New York Stock
Exchange, said at a news con-
ference.

Investors floundered helplessly
between optimism over a big
drop in interest rates and
pessimism over the chance of a
recession — possibly triggered

by the stock market’s plunge
itself.
The evaporation of paper

wealth threatened to undermine
the confidence of consumers,
leading to reduced spending and
higher saving. Those virtues, if
overdone, could wipe out the
demand for goods and services
that keeps the economy growing.

“If people retrench enough, it
would mean we’d have a
disastrous Christmas season and
we’d have a recession,”” said
David Levy, a partner in Levy
Economic Forecasts of Chappa-
qua, N.Y.

The Dow’s plunge Monday
wiped out 22.6 percent of the in-
dex’s value, a bigger one-day

decline than the Crash of 1929.

UC Berkeley sabbatical hard to bear for Poly professor

By Diane Wright

Staff Writer

Lifestyle

In the Lifestyle section take a
trip to the country of Ghana in
Africa with Cal Poly student

Kristi Hooper.
page 5

Captain Ecology

Joe Clokey talks about the
developing oll situation off the
Central Coast In his new col-
umn.

page 2

Cal Poly organic chemistry

professor Jan Simek described
his recent sabbatical leave at
Berkeley as miserable.

“Personally and professionally,

I’'m ecstatic to be back at
Cal Poly,’”’ Simek said.

Simek said the state
Legislature designed the UC

system to be primarily a research
institution, not a teaching in-

stitution for undergraduates.
““There is no such thing as just a
teacher at Berkeley.”’

He said teaching students is
not the first priority of Berkeley
professors.

““‘Students are often misguided
into thinking that because (the
UC system) has a good reputa-
tion, they will get a good educa-
tion,’’ said Simek.

““Students are often misguided
into thinking that because (the
UC system) has a good reputa-
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Jan Simek in his office next to a picture of the Golden Gate Bridge.

tion, they will get a good educa-
tion,’’ said Simek.

Simek taught organic chemis-
try to non-chemistry majors at
Berkeley from August 1986
through May 1987. He said
teaching a class for an hour and a
half twice a week was supposed
to be a half-time position, allow-
ing him time to do research.

However, Simek said the ad-
ministration and preparation in-
volved in teaching a class of 500
did not allow him the time to
pursue research. He described
the teaching as a major under-
taking.

Simek said he asked a teacher
at Berkeley why the classes were
so large and was told that it
wasn’t efficient to teach small
classes. He said the faculty’s at-
titude toward undergraduates
was ‘‘contemptible.”’

Simek said 1,000 students were
allowed to register for a biology
class held in a room that could
only accommodate 500 students.

““They expect the students not
to come,” Simek said, adding
that the university did provide a
couple other classrooms where
students could watch the lecture
on TV, and a video tape of the
lecture was shown later in the
day.

See SIMEK, back page
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ast week,
Reagan’s

as
job,

Bush

badly timed, it

markets.

for the job.

said Russian
than Detroit auto workers.
just before a campaign visit to Detroit. Not the best
timing, certainly, but at least Bush is speaking his mind.

Later, he said of his comparison, ‘“‘I’'m sorry ... But I
think the American people want quality.”” Well George,
you're right. We do want quality, and we think it’s time
America was back at the forefront of quality manufac-
turing. Japanese cars are so popular in America because
Americans recognize that they are better than their own
country’s products. And loyalty is short when debating
a $15,000 trash heap, relatively speaking.

While Bush’s insult may have been inappropriate and
was not
straight to one of the most crucial issues in America to-
day: the competitiveness of American products in world

President

Bush’s bluntness is
better for business

Vice
he
his mouth and spouted forth what will certainly be the
first of many inappropriate campaign statements.

tank mechanics are

Bush began chasing

promptly put his foot in

more skilled
And he made this statement

inaccurate. In fact, it went

Bush is the frontrunner in the ’'88 campaign, and he
may even have the position wrapped up. If he continues
with this type of honesty, he may even be a good man

Letters to tr

e edito

Get your surfing in before
oil walks the red carpet

““Man is prolific enough to explore across the land,
but he can only do so at the expense of the organic
diversity essential to the only world that he can live
upon ... Man needs an Earth International Park, to pro-
tect on this planet what he has not destroyed and what
need not be destroyed. In this action, all nations could
unite against the one real enemy — Rampant
Technology. Here might be rescued the natural places
where answers can always be sought to questions man
may one day be wise enough to ask.’’ — David Brower

The ocean north of Morro Bay was as smooth
as glass as I watched the sun kiss the water.
Behind me was a full moon and beneath me my
surfboard. 1 paddled under a huge wave and expe-
rienced the full meaning of riding with the flow of
nature. The barrel caught up with me, and as I

popped my head out of
the water, a seal looked
at me with a smirk. Seals

portantly,

Reagan administration
the efficiency standard

of ““national security’’ that we rape our coast (for a
few months’ worth of oil),
grams for wind power, solar power and, most im-
conservation policies.

has also cut out pro-
One example of
moves is the lowering of
for cars. This step alone
wastes more gas than
could be gained by drill-

seem to enjoy fellow
surfers.

This complete ‘‘nature
high’’ experience, which I
often get on the Central
Coast, is something 1
never get when surfing in
Santa Barbara County.
The main reason is that
an oil rig offshore ruins
the natural scene, not to
mention the fact that it
pollutes the air

ing off our coast.

Our current
don’t have a balanced
energy program, so why
should we allow them to
wreck our coast? There
are better alternatives
that don’t damage our
few remaining places of
“‘wild nature.”’

The evidence is clear.
As Frank Bush of the
Sierra Club stated (dur-
ing the KCPR oil debate),

leaders

equivalence to 20,000 ex-

tra cars. Also, the obtrusive sight and smell of the
onshore facilities ruin any possible ‘‘wild nature”
experience inland. Now, Donald Hodel intends this
same offshore oil scene for our beautiful Central
Coast. Hodel, Reagan’s secretary of the Interior,
proposes a five-year plan to drill the West Coast
completely for its possible oil reserves.

The Hodel plan includes the coasts of Morro
Cambria and San Simeon, not to mention

Bay,

good, it

events that
Awareness

other pristine areas on the West Coast such as the

Arctic Wildlife Refuge (which was supposedly set

aside for future generations).

What makes me so angry is that the same ad-

so one-sided that
represents
They’re trying to get as much as they can for their
friends in business before they leave office.”’

In the future I will be striving to inform you of

decide
of events is
what’s needed. I hope you join mc¢ in catching the
wave of an environmentally healthy futurc.

““This administration is
it doesn’t represent the public
corporate business efforts.

future.
action is

environmental
informative;

our

Joe Clokey is a senior ornamental horticuliure

major and president of Students for Social Respon-

sibility.

ministration that is currently saying it is a matter

Professor’s

opinion is

— quite valid

Editor:

In response to Monday’s Prof’s

imagine what will happen to our

parks and wilderness areas.
where they don’t have the
resources to keep 1trash from

polluting the landscape.
— Karen Kawczynski

— rubbish

Forum, it is about time students

(and faculty) clean up their acts
Although professor

may be a
concepts
laziness and lack of discipline are

on campus.
Jenkins’ suggestions
bit drastic, his

valid.

I am appalled by the condition
of the U.U. Plaza, a direct result
or
surroundings.
litter is not due to a lack of gar-
watched a student
around a Mustang Daily
page and leave it on the ground
within six inches of a trash can.

The problem lies within our at-
notion
someone else will pick up after
us. All the rules in the world will
not prevent people from littering.
It is an individual responsibility,
not a job for a state employee. If
we can’t keep our campus clean,

of student ignorance

vironmental

bage cans: |
kick

titudes and the

The

t

Editor:

I would like to respond to pro-
fessor Starr Jenkins’ column by
asking him exactly when he sees
all these incredible abominations
taking place here on campus?
Scavenging wild cats by the
dozen? Continuous drinks, rock
music, snacks, lounging, littering
and loafing in the classroom? I
guess, as an English professor,
he feels some need for the visual
imagery he creates, but somehow

of

en-

when 1 think of the Cal Poly
campus and classes, this exact
image doesn’t quite come to

hat mind. Maybe [ should compli-
ment the clean-up crews on cam-
pus for not letting it deteriorate
to that extent, but most of the
Poly students I know are cer-
tainly not the generation of ob-

noxious, littering, filthy slobs the

prof speaks of.

Are we so disgusting? I mean,
sometimes we are too busy 1o
lounge around, make a meal for
“meal time,”’ eat, drink and loaf,
so we have to do it all in class. 1
suspect ‘‘meal time’’ usually has
a little different meaning for a
professor who goes to class to
say the exact same thing two or
three times a day. Whereas a
student trying to plow through
his homework, study, write
papers and find time to eat
sometime in between might take
a slightly different view. I guess
it’s just a way of saving some
time, if some professors aren’t
inspiring enough to keep us from
doing these things in class in-
stead of listening to them. What
a horrible struggle for control
some of them must feel when
they can see their lectures are
boring and lifeless! Come on pro-
fessor Jenkins, if students are
““listening to rock music’’ in your

class, maybe you should give
them something worth listening
to.

Perhaps the prof would like to
impose a few more grade-school
rules on us like no holding hands

on campus, or no gum chewing.
Maybe he would like us to stick
it on our noses to teach us. Well,
maybe someone should tell him
where he can stick it!

Some of professor Jenkins’
ideas were good, but overall, as a
member of this ‘‘generation of
slobs,’”’ 1 think this P’rof’s | orum
was a pile of rubbish.

— Todd King

War Powers
editorial
corrected

Editor:

A correction of your Oct. 14
editorial ‘“War Powers Act leaves
no choice’’ is necessary since
students have been referring to it
in class.

In the editorial, you wrote “‘It
is too early in the game yet for
the all-or-nothing, black and
white choice mandated by the
War Powers Act. If Reagan were
to do as Congress begs and in-
voke the act in the face of ‘im-

minent hostilities’ in the Gulf,
Congress would have 90 days to
either declare full-on war or
remove all U.S. troops from the
hostile area.’”” This is simply not
the case.

Troops must be withdrawn in
60 days (or 90, if the president
states that the more time is nec-
essary) unless Congress has
declared war or extends the
deadline (or has not convened
because the U.S. is under attack).

I am not taking a position on
whether Congress should invoke
the War Powers Act. What 1
wish to emphasize, however, is
that there are three, not two,
eventual options laid out under
the act: a pullout, a declaration
of war or simply an extension of
the status quo with troops re-
maining in the area!

— Richard Kranzdorf
political science professor

Mustang Daily regrets that its
editorial was incomplete, but the
editorial board maintains its
position on the War Powers Act.
The new information does not
show the act to be any more effec-
tive as a diplomatic tool.
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by Berke Breathed
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State

Flushing toilets cause owner
of home to file $50,000 suit

RANDSBURG, Calif. (AP) — A woman has filed a
$50,000 lawsuit against Kern County, claiming the value
of her home has gone down the toilet since public
restrooms were built within earshot of her front door.

The county denies the damage, Deputy County
Counsel Mark Nations said.

Reba Jo Dix, in a suit filed in Kern County Superior
Court, contends her house was ruined when the county
built the toilets on the grounds of the county museum,
near her home.

Dix ‘“‘can hear the toilets flush literally hundreds of
times daily,” said the suit, filed by Ridgecrest attorney
Roger Stein. She has owned the home for 15 years.

The suit said the restrooms, built in May 1986, are
within a few feet of Dix’s property line.

‘Tasteless’ 70s curse haunts
San Francisco polyester show

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — The short-lived polyester
shirt craze that died a quick death in the late 1970s will
be resurrected on Thursday when a museum exhibits a
collection of 200 of the flamboyantly painted garments.

The collection of shirts ranges from ‘‘the merely
tasteless to the eye-gougingly garish,”” said Jack Mingo,
a board member of the Museum of Modern Mythology.

One of the attributes of polyester is that the

petrochemical composition of the fiber holds colors well.
Makers of the chemical cloth developed a printing pro-
cess that permanently bonded the colors into the knitted
and woven fabric. The paintings reproduced on the shirts
still remain brilliant to the eye.

The exhibit is arranged according to themes depicted
on the shirts.

Nation

Nine die, 25 hurt as military
jet crashes into Indiana hotel

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A military jet crashed a
mile short of an Indianapolis International Airport run-
way Tuesday, plowing into a hotel where at least nine
people died and others were injured as the plane explod
ed in a ““fireball,”’ authorities and witnesses said.

Up to 25 people were missing and nine were confirmed

dead in the accident at the seven-story Ramada Inn
Airport, which occurred just after 9 a.m., authorities
said.

‘““Nine is the total unless they find something under
debris,”” said Charles Green, the chief investigator for
the Marion County coroner.

Neil Sullivan, a spokesman for
department, blamed a ‘‘counting”
reports that 14 had died.

sheriff’s
earlier

the county
error for

Raley’s grocery store sells
coupons to help feed poor

SACRAMENTO (AP) — A grocery chain with stores
in northern California and Nevada is selling coupons at
the checkout counters to help feed the poor in both
states.

The Raley’s grocery store program, known as Food for
Families, will offer $1 and $5 tax-deductible coupons to
shoppers and use the donations to buy food at wholesale
prices for 32 non-profit food banks.

‘““People are hungry not only on Thanksgiving and
Christmas but throughout the year,”” Raley’s President
Charles L. Collings said in an article published Tuesday.
“With the support of a giving community, we hope to
keep food closets full all year.”

Raley’s also will donate $50,000 toward the purchase
of frozen meat for Christmas.

World

U.S. convoy heads for strait
after raid on Iran platforms

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. Navy began a new
convoy operation for reflagged Kuwaiti tankers Tues-
day, just one day after American ships destroyed Ira-
nian off-shore platforms in the central Persian Gulf.

The Pentagon, in a brief statement, said the new con-
voy began sailing from Kuwaiti waters around 9:30 a.m.
local time (2:30 a.m. EDT), steaming southward toward
the Strait of Hormuz.

The convoy consists of two reflagged Kuwaiti ships
the 80,000-ton product carrier Ocean City and
46,000-ton liquified petroleum tanker Gas King —
the guided-missile frigate USS Ford, the Pentagon said.

““The convoy is now progressing uneventfully
central gulf,’”’ the Pentagon added.

This is the 12th protected convoy.
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East German eludes guards,
crosses West German border

HANOVER, West Germany (AP) A 26-year-old
East German man scaled border fences and fled to West
Germany after eluding communist authorities who
detected his escape, police said Tuesday.

The man, identified only as a bricklayer, crossed the
border near the West German town of Bad Sachsa on
Monday night, said West German border police in
Hanover. Bad Sachsa is about 60 miles east of Goet-
tingen.

Police said the man’s first attempt to climb the bar-
riers set off an alarm that alerted East German border
guards, who began searching the area. The man hid and
climbed over during a break in the search.

At least 134 people have fled to West Germany or
West Berlin this year.

Graduated Savings.
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444 Higuera (Unique Antiques Bldg.)

FREE PARKING

AMon-Thurs. 10am-7pm Fri-Sat. 10am-5:30pm
"Large selection of costumes to choose from!

543-6232
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One week only, save on the gold ring of your choice. For complete
details, see your Jostens representative at:

October 26 - 30

9am - 4 pm
- Pawn(‘nt plans available.
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Zeltzer Seltzer Natural Flavored Soda.
Peach, Raspberry, Black Cherry, Blueberry,
Vanilla Creme, not to mention Cola & Berry.

Something totally else in the world.

A M E R I

© 1887 Anheuser-Busch Beverage Group, Inc . St Louws, MO




MID-STATE
ELECTRONICS

Has p,rovlded Cal Poly for over 30 years with small
parts, big parts, batteriés, & every kind of wire or
cable. In short we carry everything electronic.

1441 Monterey St. SLO
543-2770

SPECIAL ODRERS

RECEIVE YOUR BOOK ORDERS IN 3 TO 5 WORKING DAYS
> A~ '] MOST Book Special Orders are obtained
‘»}q‘ o5 I & from our West Coast book supplier.
" \ Quick

~‘ F, More than 100,000 titles.
N : look-up varifies availabiltiy.

o Ask at the Customer Service
Counter.

.D. &

Show Your

o SAVE 10%: « v o

LOS OSOS
528-7600 —
2060 9th St. CF .
antastic
Mon = Fri: 9a.m. -6 p.m. '
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EXPIRES: ¢

GET THE FANT/ DIFFERENCE

EALH SALON DNDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Uh« original family 'n;nrcullcrq

Protect Your Eyes
FRAME SALE

SAVE 10% to 30%

on awide selection

of Fashion Frames
Offer Expires 11-30-87

We Take Pride

* Fast Service * High Fashion
®* Quality Frames * Large Selection

MicRael's Cptical

San LuisObispo  Atascadero Morro Bay Paso Robles
543-5710 466-5770 m-12s 238-5170
1028 Chorro 5908 Entrada Ave. 685A Main St. 13048 Pine St.

Hours: M-F 9:00-5:30, Sat. 10-3:00

4 Wednesday , October 2

Mustang Daily

SURVEY

From page 1
somebody needed
thing.”’

This year Youngberg met with
students from college campuses
throughout the state and they
wrot¢ a manual for the new stu-
dent chapters.

““The splitting of the atom has
changed everything save our
modes of thinking, and thus we
drift towards wunparalled
catastrophe,’”” said Albert Eins-
tein. This quote relates directly
to the cause of Beyond War. It
wants people to realize that with
today’s technology, the way we
think about war can be deadly to

to do some-

all, Youngberg said.
“It’s not a matter of balance df
power,”’ she said. ‘‘As time

passes more and more countries

Pro Spoke Cyclery

Tune-Ups
$19.95

req. 29.99

BRING IN THIS COUPON TO OUR NEW LOCATION ON
971 HIGUERA

(between Osos and Morro)
541-3600

will build their defenses until
they have equaled that of the
United States and Russia, and

the situation just escalates. Peo-
ple say that ‘Maybe it will never
happen,” but I'm not willing to
base the future of the world on
maybes.”’

Beyond War’s goal is not just
to see the elimination of nuclear
weapons because they realize
that once the technology is there
the weapons can always be
restored.

““The philosophy must start in
the home,’”’ said Jeff Ramos, a
member of Beyond War. “It’s
something that is very per-
sonal.”’

The group hopes to begin by
changing the attitudes of in-
dividuals and for them to plant
themselves throughout society
and spread the communication.

‘““What we're doing emphasizes
dialogue and openness to other

COUPON EXPIRES OCT. 31, 1987

let us shéd a
little light on the subject
for you:at

KES
R Y RN Y IS
ANV S v WA
a quality full service copy center & art department

copies 5¢ copies 5¢ copies 5¢

775 foothill blvd. ® san luis obispo ® 544-3625

points of view, especially to
those of other countries,”” said
Youngberg. ‘“‘Everyone has an
opinion.”’

“We’re not saying conflict is
bad,”” said Ramos. ‘‘In fact, we
believe it’s important in solving
problems. Resorting to violence,
however, is what we want to
avoid.”

Ramos said: ‘‘People don’t
realize that they can make a dif-
ference, that there are alter-
natives to violence.”’

Central America is the module,
or program, for the group until
Oct. 24, when its attention will
shift to other issues. Discussion
will center around current events
in Central America and
spreading the philosophy of
non-violence.

“It’s a tough task we’re fac-
ing,”” said Ramos. ‘‘But it is the
only way we can begin to move
beyond war."”’
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Student travels to rural Ghana,
finds more than she bargained for

By Marty Neideffer, staff writer
and Dawn Jackson, lifestyle editor

‘“These were the poorest people I had ever seen
and could have ever imagined. They had nothing.

The women generally didn’t own anything more
than a piece of cloth they tied around their waists
and used to carry children on their backs.

A man might own as much as a casaba field, a
goat, a few chickens and a few wives. They had
polygamy there. Between all of his wives, a man
probably had between 25 and 30 children.

Most of the children had protruding stomachs.
But it turned out that it wasn’t because they
didn’t have enough food, they didn’t have the in-
telligence to know what kinds of food to eat.

But what surprised me the most was that they
were the happiest people I had ever seen. They
Jjust seemed so content with their lives, and that
really struck me.

It made me realize that of all the things we’re
taught to strive for in America, personally I don’t
believe any are the things that make people
happy.

I feel I was more content living there than |
have been living here. I was really happy.
Basically all I did for six days a week was work,
eat and pray. I felt really whole.”’

Kristi Hooper (top) wears a dress she bought in one of the large cities in Ghana. Villagers dance in their

their appreciation to Hooper and the other missionaries who built it.

So spoke Kristi Hooper, who experienced first-hand the
livine conditions in the African bushland.

Hooper spent one month last summer in Ghana, a small
country on the southern coast of west Africa. About the
size of Orcgon, Ghana has 13 million residents with 60
percent of them living in rural areas. About half if its cit-
izens are younver than 14. Its yearly gross national pro-
duct per capita is less than $400, placing it among the
poorest countries in the world.

Hooper was part of a missionary group, called Teen
Mission, that traveled to the village of Obese (pronounced
O-bay-say) to build a church and school for the natives.
As one of 25 students from all over the United States and
Canada who were in the group, she said she was lucky to
have been able to experience the country and its people.
And she accomplished much more than building a church.

“It’s funny to recall my premonitions about what the
bushlands of Africa were going to be like. I couldn’t help
being a little bit scared that I was going to meet up some
wild cannibals or something,”” said Hooper, a freshman
English major.

The bus ride from the capital city of Accra to the village
didn’t help much to ease her mind.

“It was a two-hour bus ride. As we looked out the win-
dow people had less and less clothing on,” she said. ‘‘We
went from a bumpy road to just weeds. We were jusi
driving through the weeds. 1 didn’t think we were ever
going to get there.”’

What she saw when she arrived she described as a page
out of National Geographic magazine. ‘‘l didn’t think
those people in the pictures were really real, but that’s
exactly how they were. Then | was actually going to live
in the middle of them,”’ Hooper said.

She said women generally didn’t wear tops and they
carried everything around on their heads. ‘‘They figured
out a way to swing their hips so they could balance any-
thing. I guess it’s the best way for muscles to handle car-
rying things without it being uneven.”’

The children didn’t wear much clothing either. But the
first thing she noticed about them was their belly buttons
— they were more the size of potatoes. She said she sup-
posed it must be from infection. ‘‘It was really easy o get
used to that though. It didn’t seem so sad anymore,’’ she

said.

The huts in the village were built with grass, leaves and
branches. There were no bath tubs or showers. The
restroom was a hole in the ground with two boards laying
across.

“At first I was horrified to see that people actually had
to live under those conditions,”’ said Hooper. But she ad-
ded, ‘‘By the time we left I was feeling sorry for us and
the conditions we have to live under.”’

Her change in attiude came over time. From working
with the people, and observing their way of life, she grew
to love the little village with its slower pace of life, lack of
competition and ease in which the people lived their lives.

She also noticed that there didn’t seem to be any ani-
mosity between the people.

“They seemed so much happier than us. They always
had smiles on their faces, and they never seemed to
argue,’’ said Hooper.

The only time she can remember seeing an argument
was when a missionary gave one of the villagers a can of
condensed food. Another villager heard of it and wanted
the can for himself. A mild argument followed.

The incident made her wonder if she was doing the right
thing by tampering with the simplicity of the community.

“It was like we were messing up this perfect
village,”’ she said.

In spite of this conflict, she feels the work the team did
will be of great benefit to the people of Obese. The 25- by
45-foot building took the team only three wccks to con-
struct.

““We had a team of 17 women and four men, all between
the ages of 14 and 22. Of the four leaders only one knew
anything about construction,”” Hooper said. ‘‘Nothing
against my gender, but I couldn’t help wishing we had
more of the male sex with us.”’

At first the project seemed to be a bit more than the
group could handle. ““For the first week we just did some
sightseeing. We had to contribute some of our spending
money for building materials becausc it wasn’t all there.
We waited a week for them to arrive. Ghana time is pretty
slow.”’

The group worked 10-hour days to complete the build-
ing on time.
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