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ABSTRACT
Does Scenic Make Cents?
Sara Sanders
The stretch of California Route One (Highway 1) from the City of San Luis

Obispo reaching north to the Monterey County line is one of the most scenic drives in
the United States. This stretch of highway is a destination in its own right; so much so,
the San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway is federally designated as an All-
American Road, the highest scenic designation of any road or highway in the nation.
There has been a history for funding the preservation and enhancement of these roads;
however, it was removed in 2012. Even with the lack of current funding opportunities, the
San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG) continues to recognize the
importance of the corridor in attracting valuable tourism revenue thus commissioning this
update and economic analysis. Through the economic analysis it was found that visitor
spending in the byway region increased by 23% from over $500 million in 2006 to almost
$656 million in 2012. In 2012, visitor spending related associated with scenic recognition
and enhancement projects along the corridor was about $217,000 in direct revenue. As
a result of research, outreach, and data analysis, this project did find that being scenic

does make “cents.”

Keywords: San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway, All-American Roads, Scenic

Byways, Economic Impacts
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION

The stretch of California Route One (Highway 1) from the City of San Luis
Obispo reaching north to the Monterey County line is one of the most scenic drives in
the United States. This stretch of highway is federally designated as an All-American
Road, the highest scenic designation of any road or highway in the nation. This
designation requires the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG), the
federally designated National Scenic Byway Organization for the SLO North Coast
Scenic Byway, to maintain an updated Corridor Management Plan. The Corridor
Management Plan for this stretch of highway is titled, Route 1 San Luis Obispo North
Coast Scenic Byway Corridor Plan, and it was updated as a result of this professional
project. Designation was originally pursued for increased funding opportunities from the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to help preserve and enhance the corridor.
However, this funding was removed in 2012 as part of the federal transportation bill
(MAP-21) reauthorization.

Even though funding for scenic programs has been removed, SLOCOG
continues to recognize the importance of the corridor in attracting valuable tourism
revenue thus the importance to the region’s economic vitality. The project involved two
main tasks: an update to the 2007 Route 1 San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway
Corridor Plan and a way to quantify the scenic byway’s impact on the region. The update
was completed as a result of considerable stakeholder engagement, research, and
editing. During the update process, stakeholders were involved, information was
gathered, Byway Committee meetings were held, the document was restructured, and
an economic analysis was performed using the America’s Byways® Resource Center’s
Economic Impact Tool. After nine months of updating and analysis efforts, the plan was
presented and unanimously approved by the Byway Committee, all three of SLOCOG’s
advisory committees, and the Board of Directors in June of 2014.
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The following document was created as documentation of the research collected,
the nine-month process, and the findings from the analysis. The document begins with a
literature review in Chapter 2 focused on the history of early conservation efforts, the
creation of the national scenic byway program, the program’s associated funding
sources, and the financial benefits tourism has along scenic routes. Delving into this
research provided an approach to the Scenic Byway Plan update and economic
analysis. Chapter 3 provides the background to the scenic byway program in San Luis
Obispo County and the process it took to get local designation. Chapter 4 explains the
methodology behind the plan update and the economic analysis. This information then

informs the findings from the project in Chapter 5.



CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW
EARLY CONSERVATION IN THE UNITED STATES

Peak land exploration in America happened during the 1860s as a result of large
land acquisitions such as the Louisiana Purchase (O’Brien, p.20, 1999). Land gained
from these acquisitions was quickly privatized; however, some activists had the foresight
to promote parkland preservation. The first successful preservation campaign was
around what is now Yosemite National Park. Yosemite is one of the first National Parks
and is credited with inspiring the national parks movement (Engbeck, 1980). Early parks
like Yosemite were successful because they were seen as scenic and were not originally
thought to possess important economic resources (O’Brien, p. 21, 1999). Through the
passage of the Yosemite Park Act of 1864, the first rural natural landscape in the county
was set-aside as a park. The fact that the Supreme Court upheld that homesteading on
public lands was illegal solidified the conservation movement (O’Brien, p. 21, 1999).
Conservation in the country began to take hold but providing adequate funding for these
efforts was scarce.

Financial support for the national park system was limited from inception. Parks
turned to tourism to provide necessary maintenance and means of operation. Finding a
balance between providing enough visitor access while keeping scenic locations pristine
was difficult and continues to create conflicts throughout the national park system. By
1950, nearly 32 million Americans headed to national parks each year, and the entire
park system was under significant strain (The National Parks: America’s Best Idea,
2009). During this period, there was an increase in industry and major metropolitan
growth that created an increase in disposable income. The rise of the private automobile
and additional income boosted tourism and the need for improved and increased access

to scenic locations.



Almost one hundred years after the national parks system began, the 1960s
brought noticeable change to the urban environment attributed to rapid industrialization
and sprawling growth (Engbeck, 1980). A demand for more parks paralleled the demand
for convenient visitor access. According to the Department of Commerce’s Proposed
Scenic Byway Program Report, driving for pleasure was America’s most popular outdoor
recreational activity in 1966 accounting for 42% of the total annual outdoor activity
(Connor, p.15). However, the supply of recreational space such as national parks was
not geographically accessible to many of the Americans looking for an escape from the
industrial cities. In 1966, two out of three people who lived in or near the largest cities in
America were not within convenient driving distances of the country’s major parks and
forests (Connor, p.17, 1966). Over 70% of the land available for public recreation was
located in the West, but during this time only 15% of the county’s population lived in the
region (Connor, p.17, 1966). The fact that people were driving more with money to
spend created the concept of a traditional tourist in modern America. Attracting these
tourist to open space was a way to gain revenue for scenic locations that were struggling
to keep up maintenance and operational costs. Providing a way to access national public
spaces was a need and the solution was the creation of the national scenic byway
program. Scenic byways were created to bridge the geographical gaps between the
tourists and picturesque national locations; however, these roadways slowly began to be
considered destinations in their own right.

BUILDING MOMENTUM
In the 1960s, the environmental movement began to pick up as a result change of
political leadership, increased pollution concerns, and tourism demands (O’Brien, p. 29,
1999). Urban development and growth, especially in California, was oriented around
personal automobile use with the catalyst being the subsidized highway development of
the Federal Highway Act of 1956 (Engbech, 1980). People were looking for somewhere
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to recreate but had to travel to get to a majority of large public spaces such as parks and
downtown cores. Cultural, environmental, and economic factors converged to bring
about the scenic byway program.

Starting in the 1960s, preserving scenic locations and roads that provided access to
these designations were both studied as sources of cultural and environmental resource
protection and economic creation. The Recreation Advisory Council was created in 1962
under Executive Order 111017 by President John F. Kennedy to pinpoint recreational
opportunities for Americans (Connor, 1966). This council provided policy advice on
matters affecting outdoor recreation resources and was tasked with facilitating a
coordinated effort among various Federal agencies. The Council issued a policy
statement recommending the creation of a national scenic byway program. They
provided five reasons why the creation of this program would be important to the
county’s recreational resources:

* Driving for pleasure was stated as one of “America’s most popular outdoor
recreation pursuits.”

* There was an increase in the amount of car ownership and leisure time.

* Increase in urban growth is requiring the need for more open space.

* It was believed that tourism would be generated by making the roadways
more attractive thus positively impacting the economy.

* As aresult of future road planning, design, and construction activities there
would be great potential gains in esthetic and recreation benefits (Connor,
1966).

A year later, President Lyndon B. Johnson laid the foundation of this program through

his message on Natural Beauty to Congress. In 1965, he stated,



“‘More than any other country, ours is an automobile society. For most

Americans, the automobile is a principal instrument of transportation, work, daily

activity, vacation, and pleasure. By making our roads highways to the enjoyment

of nature and beauty, we can greatly enrich the life of nearly all our people in city
and countryside alike. Our task is two fold. First, to ensure that roads themselves
are not destructive of nature and natural beauty. Second, to make our roads

ways to recreation and pleasure” (The National Conference on State Parks, p.5,

1965).

Through this speech, the president acknowledged the need for conservation and careful
consideration when trying to increase access to scenic locations. President Johnson
made reference to the importance the automobile played the county’s movement as well
as the need to find a balance between access and conservation. With this statement, the
desire of an official program was expressed by an understanding that the automobile
tourist was going to be the future of maintaining conservation efforts. In 1965, the U.S.
Congress enacted the Highway Beautification Act (US DOT Federal Highway
Administration, 2013). This Act continued to build the development of a scenic byway
program.

Seeing the trend of automobile tourism created the scenic byway program. A
large selling point of the program was the fact that it would create a much-needed
source of revenue for communities and parks located on scenic roadways. Funding
would help enforce the fact that intrinsic qualities of a particular region needed to be
preserved to maintain the tourism revenue. This investment was also seen a huge
economic generator so much so that it was stated by the Department of Commerce that
travelers in 1966 spent around $30 billion annually in the United States (Connor, p.3,
1966). According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, in the first six months of 2014,
tourism created over $3.03 trillion across the nation’s economy (2014). Accounting for
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inflation that would be almost $416 billion in 1966’ just in the first half of the year. In
about 50 years, the tourism industry in the United States has increased significantly.

In 1966, The Recreation Advisory Council, published A Proposed Program for
Scenic Roads and Parkways (Federal Highway Administration, 1990, p.1). The two
hundred and fifty page report outlined the benefits a scenic program could have on the
nation including national defense, safety, health, conservation, and economic well being
(Connor, p.2, 1966). The report stated at least one-third of all US motor travel was for
the purpose of social, recreational, or vacation purposes (Connor, p.1, 1666). This
report again showed that a national byway program was a viable option to meet the
need of Americans driving for pleasure. Using the argument that in the future citizens will
have more free-time, they seek more recreational opportunities, they have increased
income, and a continued desire to drive vehicles for pleasure, the case was make to
implement a national scenic byway program.

Momentum was gaining in Washington D.C. to establish a program and some
states began implementing programs to help guide local jurisdictions or non-profits
through individual state managed designation processes. By gaining local support early
on, these early adopter states were better positioned to apply for possible funding
assistance through the federal program. In California, this program was created in 1963
with Bill 1467. The Bill stated, “the development of scenic highways will not only add to
the pleasure of the residents of this State, but will also play an important role in
encouraging the growth of the recreation and tourism industries upon which the
economy of many areas of this State depend” (Caltrans, p.2, 2008). States, such as

California, recognized the importance of initiating a program for the economic,

' $3.03 trillion / $7.25 = $4.16 billion http://data.bls.gov/cgi-

bin/cpicalc.pl?cost1=1.00&year1=1966&year2=2014



recreational, and conservation benefits it would bring to local jurisdictions and the state
as a whole.

Seven years following the publication of the Recreation Advisory Council’s A
Proposed Program for Scenic Roads and Parkways, the Federal Highway Administration
studied the findings and published a new document entitled, Assessment of the
Feasibility of Developing a National Scenic Highway System, in 1973 (US DOT Federal
Highway Administration, 2013). From the findings within this document, it was
recommended that the scenic byway program should not consist of a scenic byway
specific grant program due to the government’s push for energy conservation after the
oil embargo. President Ronald W. Reagan almost fifteen years later established the
Commission on Americans Outdoors, which updated the findings from the Outdoor
Recreation Resources Review Commission (ORRRC) in 1960 (US DOT Federal
Highway Administration, 2013). Three recommendations were made that included the
scenic byway program in the Commission on Americans Outdoors’ 1987 report. The
Commission on Americans Outdoors recommended that state and local governments
should create a network of scenic byways and protect the resources, congress should
provide grant opportunities, and there should be government and private sector
partnerships when disseminating information about these locations (US DOT Federal
Highway Administration, 2013).

A PROGRAM OVER 30 YEARS IN THE MAKING
As a result of the 1987 report from the ORRRC the Scenic Byway program began to
take shape with the passage of the 1990 Department of Transportation and Related
Agencies Appropriation Act. The Act directed the Department of Transportation to report
on four objectives. According to the Federal Highway Administration, the objectives were
to:
* Update an inventory of existing scenic byways nationwide
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* Create guidelines to establish a National Scenic Byway Program
* Conduct Case Studies of the economic impact of scenic byways
* Analyze potential safety consequences and environmental impacts associated

with scenic byway designation (1990, p.1).

A nationwide survey was sent out to the transportation departments focused on the
success of the byway program. California responded by stating the program was
successful, but interest in the program depended on environmental attitudes. The
program began when preservation was thought to be important and as movements for
historical preservation renewed so did the interest in the program (Federal Highway
Administration, 1990, p.1).

In 1991 with the passage of the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
(ISTEA), the National Scenic Byway Program was officially established. The program
began with funds totaling $50 million for planning, design, and development of State
scenic byway programs (National Transportation Library, 1991). The program also
allowed for ten percent of enhancement funds of the Surface Transportation Program,
which focuses on transportation improvements that are not centered on automobile
transportation. (National Transportation Library, 1991). The ISTEA established the
Transportation Enhancements (TE) program and began a legacy of including active
transportation programs and projects in federal surface transportation bills (American
Society of Landscape Architects, 2015).

The same year the Scenic Byways Act of 1991 was passed which established
the Office of Scenic Byways in the Federal Highway Administration. According to the

Congressional Research Service (CRS), this office was to:

(1) provide information regarding activities and programs for scenic byways;

(2) endorse the existence and use of scenic byway funds



(3) maintain an inventory of highways for designation
(4) carry out the planning, research, and technical assistance duties of the
Department of Transportation (DOT) with respect to the national scenic byways

program (1991).

Section 1047 established an Advisory Committee that was composed of 17 members.
This committee was multi-disciplined in tourism, parks, and transportation. Under the
Act, the Secretary of Transportation was to establish criteria for designating highways as
Scenic Byways and All-American Roads, including scenic beauty and historic
significance considerations, operation and management standards, and standards for
signs, safety, facilities, and landscaping (CRS, 1991). If States had existing programs,
they were eligible for project grants and those that did not have programs could apply for
grants to create a scenic program. The states that did not have existing programs would
be funded up to eighty percent through the federal program (CRS, 1991).

According to the Scenic Byways Act of 1991, there were six types of projects that
were eligible for funding (Thomas - Library of Congress, 1991). Planning, design, and
development of State scenic byway program were a way to receive funds. One of the top
priorities of the program was to increase safety along the corridor so adding safety
improvements to a highway designated as a scenic route was another eligible project.
The program also wanted to improve recreation along the corridors. Construction of
facilities used by pedestrians and bicyclists including rest areas, turnouts, highway
shoulder improvements, passing lanes, overlooks, and interpretive facilities were
qualified projects. Projects that protected historical and cultural resources in areas
adjacent to the highway could receive funds. Since this program centered on tourism the
development and distribution of tourist information to the public, including interpretive

information about the scenic byway also qualified for national scenic byway funds.
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States that had existing byway programs could apply for funding. Once the
applications were received, the committee acknowledged priorities when distributing
project grants. The programs that were given priority encompassed one or more of the
following:

* Projects that were included in a corridor management plan while providing for
accommodation of increased tourism and development of related amenities

* Projects for which a strong local commitment is demonstrated for implementing
the management plans and protecting the byway’s characteristics.

* Projects in which they serve as models for other States to follow when
establishing and designing scenic byways on an intrastate or interstate basis

* Projects in multi-State corridors where the States submit joint applications

(Thomas - Library of Congress, 1991).

Funding for the program continued to improve with the passage of the
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21) in 1998 and the Safe,
Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA-LU) in 2005 (Scenic America, 2006). Almost $150 million in grants were
authorized through TEA-21 to assist States with the creation of scenic byway programs
and fund projects along roads already designated (Federal Highway Administration,
2011). Together, SAFETEA-LU and TEA-21 funding covered 80% the National Scenic
Byway project costs, but required a 20% local match (Scenic America, 2006). In 2009,
SAFETEA-LU expired and surface transportation programs were carried out through a
series of legislative extensions of SAFETEA-LU (American Society of Landscape

Architects, 2015).
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ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) was signed into
law in 2012 reauthorizing the nation’s surface transportation laws at current spending
levels through 2014 (American Society of Landscape Architects, 2015). The
Transportation Enhancements (TE) program was renamed to Transportation Alternatives
Program (TAP). Within this program the National Scenic Byways Program was cut;
however, there are some projects that are eligible for funding in category four (American
Society of Landscape Architects, 2015). There were six categorizes with twelve eligible
project types including construction of turnouts, overlooks, viewing areas, historic
preservation and rehabilitation of historic transportation facilities, vegetation
management, and inventory control of outdoor advertising (American Society of

Landscape Architects, 2015).

In 2013, the federal funding from TAP was consolidated into the California Active
Transportation Program (ATP) along with other state transportation programs, such as
Bicycle Transportation Account and State Safe Routes to School (Caltrans, 2014). ATP
is a program focused on making California a national leader in active transportation by
encouraging increased use of active modes (Caltrans, 2014). According to Caltrans, the

goals of the program are to:

* Increase the proportion of trips accomplished by biking and walking,

* Increase safety and mobility for non-motorized users,

* Advance the active transportation efforts of regional agencies to achieve

greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals,

* Enhance public health,

12



Ensure that disadvantaged communities fully share in the benefits of the

program, and

Provide a broad spectrum of projects to benefit many types of active

transportation users (2014).
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CHAPTER 3: BACKGROUND
REQUIREMENTS

State Requirements

Before becoming a National Scenic Byway or an All-American Road, the corridor
needs to be recognized as a State Scenic Byway. To start the state recognition process,
the byway must first be on the statutory list of highways eligible for scenic designation in
the State Scenic Highway System under Section 263 of the Streets and Highways Code
(Caltrans, 2008). According to the California Scenic Highway Guidelines, the state
evaluates scenic roadways using the following criteria:

* The roadway must consist of a scenic corridor that is comprised of a memorable
landscape that showcases the natural scenic beauty or agriculture of California.

* Visual intrusions do not significantly impact the scenic corridor.

* There is a demonstration of strong local support for the proposed designation.

* The proposed scenic roadway is greater than a mile and is continuous (Caltrans,

p.2, 2008).

After the state route is formally recognized in the Streets and Highways Code Section
263, the local governing body with jurisdiction of the surrounding scenic location has the
opportunity to it nominate the corridor for official state designation. Both a visual
assessment and a Scenic Highway Proposal are required as an application to officially
nominate a scenic highway. The Scenic Highway Proposal includes a local governing
body’s letter of intent, both topographic and zoning maps, and a narrative depiction of
the scenic qualities along the corridor (Caltrans, 2008).

National Requirements

Before being recognized by the federal government as a scenic byway, the road

must be designated as a State Scenic Byway. This road should be as continuous as
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possible to create a better visitor experience. It also needs to be safe and accessible to
accommodate two-wheel drive automobiles to be considered and should also
accommodate multi-modal travel (bicycle and pedestrian) when possible (Federal
Highway Administration, 1995). There are also requirements that are centered on
tourism of the byway. The road should safely accommodate conventional tour buses and
convenience facilities should be available. With all these considerations, there needs to
be a corridor management plan that is associated with local enforcement.

Designation as a National Scenic Byway requires the road to be regionally
significant and possess at least one of the six intrinsic qualities (described below). These
roads are often the "roads less traveled" but have history and cultural unique to the
region (United State Department of Transportation, 2002). There are two levels to the
designation: Scenic Byway and All-American Road. To be an All-American Road, a road
must embody multiple intrinsic qualities; making the road a unique one-of-a-kind
destination. The road should be the destination that provides an incomparable traveling
experience, which makes the drive along the highway a focal point of the trip (United
State Department of Transportation, 2002). According to the National Scenic Byways
Program, there are 75 National Scenic Byways and 20 All-American Roads in 39 states
(2002).

According to the Department of Transportation’s Interim Guidelines to the
National Scenic Byway Program, there are six defined intrinsic qualities (1995). These
qualities include scenic, natural, historic, cultural, archeological, and recreational. To
possess scenic qualities, the region must offer a distinct visual experience made up of all
elements of the landscape presenting a positive visual environment (Department of
Transportation, 1995). The Department of Transportation defines a scenic quality as,
“Heightened visual experience derived from the view of natural and manmade elements
of the visual environment of the scenic byway corridor” (1995). Qualities that are not
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manmade with minimal disturbances are included in the criteria for natural qualities.
Historic qualities are associated with the physical landscape but also encompass the
past, which educate the viewer of the historic significances (Department of
Transportation, 1995). Cultural qualities are expressed though evident customs and
traditions of a certain group of people (Department of Transportation, 1995).
Archeological Qualities are indicated as physical remnants of historic human life present
in the region (Department of Transportation, 1995). Recreational Qualities provide users
the opportunity to get involved with the local environment and explore the elements of
the location.
CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLANS

Corridor management plans represent the vision of the corridor and help a
community reach agreement about the course of action in protecting the region’s scenic
qualities (Paul Daniel Marriott & Associates, 1995). These are required to help
coordinate and build consensus. Generally, corridor management plans are not legally
binding documents; however, they may be formally endorsed and adopted as policy
(Paul Daniel Marriott & Associates, 1995). These plans provide local groups with a
coordinated channel to accomplish common goals and create a conversation for the
community that continues long after the plan is adopted. Corridor management plans
require continuous dialog to successfully create recommendations and see them
implemented (Paul Daniel Marriott & Associates, 1995). According to the Federal
Register 26759 / Vol. 60, No. 96, there are fourteen points that need to be covered when
developing a corridor management plan:

1. “A map identifying the corridor boundaries and the location of intrinsic qualities
(scenic, historic, cultural, natural, recreational and archaeological) and different
land uses within the corridor.

2. An assessment of such intrinsic qualities and of their context.

16



10.

11

12.

A strategy for maintaining and enhancing those intrinsic qualities.

A schedule and a listing of all agency, group, and individual responsibilities in the
implementation of the corridor management plan, and a description of
enforcement and review mechanisms, including a schedule for the continuing
review of how well those responsibilities are being met.

A strategy describing how existing development might be enhanced and new
development might be accommodated while still preserving the intrinsic qualities
of the corridor. This can be done through design review, and such land
management techniques as zoning, easements, and economic incentives.

A plan to assure on-going public participation in the implementation of corridor
management objectives.

A general review of the road's or highway's safety and accident record to identify
any correctable faults in highway design, maintenance, or operation.

A plan to accommodate commerce while maintaining a safe and efficient level of
highway service, including convenient user facilities.

A demonstration that intrusions on the visitor experience have been minimized to
the extent feasible, and a plan for making improvements to enhance that
experience.

A demonstration of compliance with all existing local, State, and Federal laws on

the control of outdoor advertising.

. A signage plan that demonstrates how the State will insure and make the number

and placement of signs more supportive of the visitor experience.
A narrative describing how the National Scenic Byway will be positioned for

marketing.
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13. A discussion of design standards relating to any proposed modification of the
roadway. This discussion should include an evaluation of how the proposed
changes may affect on the intrinsic qualities of the byway corridor.

14. A description of plans to interpret the significant resources of the scenic byway”
(1995).

These were the basis in which the Route 1 San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway
Corridor Plan was created and updated.
THE PROJECT ON HIGHWAY 1

Winding through San Luis Obispo County on California’s Central Coast is a
section of State Route 1 that provides a truly remarkable experience to travelers.
Highway 1 between the city limits of San Luis Obispo and the northern San Luis Obispo
County line is one of the most picturesque in all of California.

The highway stretches through valleys, along coastal ranges and the Pacific
Ocean, into Monterey pine forests, on top of coastal terraces, and finally along sheer
cliffs. The journey offers travelers an unsurpassed experience of California’s coastline in
a nearly pristine state boasting both natural and human elements that provide a unique
traveling experience.

The San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway was designated as an All-
American Road by the Federal Highway Administration on August 8, 2003. This level of
scenic designation is reserved for routes that possess nationally significant resources
(intrinsic qualities) and is the highest scenic designation of any road or highway in the
nation. The Route 1 San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway Corridor was
designated as a result of the scenic, natural, recreational, and historical qualities that
draw visitors from around the country and around the world. Coupled with the Big Sur

Coast All-American Road, which begins at the San Luis Obispo/Monterey County Line
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and courses along the rugged coastline north through Big Sur to Monterey, the highway
provides one of the best traveling experiences in the world.

It is the objective of this plan update is to identify how this corridor will retain its
irreplaceable scenic resources, while enhancing the communities and facilities within it
for its residents and travelers of the highway for generations to come.

Following the designation of Highway 1 as a State Scenic Highway in 1999,
SLOCOG initiated the process of pursuing the inclusion of the highway into the Federal
Highway Administration’s (FHWA) National Scenic Byways program. The program
designates those highways that exhibit qualities that distinguish the corridor from others
around the state and country as either a “National Scenic Byway” or an “All-American
Road.”

At a minimum, National Scenic Byways are those highways that have at least
one quality significant to a two state region. The more selective of the two types of
national byways, the “All-American Road” designation, is reserved for those highways
that are “destinations unto themselves,” possess at least two qualities that are significant
on a national level, and one that is unparalleled in the country.

Designation into the program requires three things: existing officially designated
State Scenic Highway status, the highway corridor meeting one of the two definitions
identified in the preceding paragraph, and a plan that identifies how the corridor’s special
attributes will be protected and enhanced. This plan fulfills the last of these
requirements. The Byway Corridor Plan (BCP) was first adopted in February 2002. It
was structured largely to meet the requirements of the Scenic Byways Program.

While the National Scenic Byways program was eliminated under MAP-21, some
projects are eligible under category 4 of Transportation Alternatives Program. Eligible
projects under the Intermodal Surface Transportation Program and the Transportation
Alternatives Program that may have previously been eligible as part of the National
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Scenic Byways Program include the construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing
areas; historic preservation and restoration of historic transportation facilities related to a
byway; and bicycle and pedestrian facilities along a byway. Support through a Scenic
Byway Corridor Plan will increase the competitiveness of projects applying for
discretionary funding under new federal and state sources.

The North Coast Scenic Byway exhibits four out of six nationally recognized
intrinsic qualities. These qualities include natural, historic, scenic, and recreational. The
Corridor Management Plan referred to the Scenic Byway Plan recognizes the following
examples in Chapter One:

¢ Scenic: Santa Lucia Coastal Range, Ragged Point, The Morros, and Estero Bay
e Historical: Piedras Blanca Lighthouse, Hearst Castle, Mission De San Luis
Obispo, and Camp San Luis Obispo
¢ Natural: California Coastal National Monument, Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary, Elephant Seal Colony, Estero Bluffs State Park, Morro Bay Estuary,
and Elfin Forest
¢ Recreational: Hearst San Simeon State Park, Fiscalini Ranch, Harmony
Headland State Park, Morro Strand and Cayucos State Beaches, Morro Bay
Harbor/Estuary, Morro Bay State Park, Montana de Oro State Park, and Bishop
Peak
The above qualities are what distinguish the corridor from others in the state and nation.
They are also the basis for the corridor’s designation as an All-American Road, the
highest scenic designation of any road or highway in the nation through the National
Scenic Byways Program. Descriptions of these locations accompany a photo in the
update to the Scenic Byway Plan and can be found in the Appendix. These qualities
were specifically identified through community outreach during the initial creation of the
plan in 2007 and during the 2014 update.
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The scenic qualities of the Corridor are a primary reason behind visitor’s desire to
be in the region. The corridor includes a number of natural features that provide
travelers with a mosaic of aesthetic scenes. While traveling from the City of San Luis
Obispo north through the Corridor, travelers are able to view the above features using

both vehicles and active transportation modes (walking, bicycling, hiking, etc.).
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CHAPTER 4: METHODOLOGY
TIMELINE AND PROCESS

During the Scenic Byway Corridor Plan’s creation, the San Luis Obispo Council of
Governments assembled a committee to serve as an advisory and primary guiding body
for byway planning. This committee is currently comprised of ten main stakeholders
including California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), City of San Luis Obispo,
County of San Luis Obispo, City of Morro Bay, Cayucos Advisory Council, North Coast
Advisory Council, Cambria Community Service District, San Simeon Community Service
District, California Department of Parks and Recreation, and San Luis Obispo Regional
Transit Authority. This committee does not meet regularly but during the update the
committee was brought together every other month. Representatives from the ten
organizations in the committee provided important institutional knowledge and
background during the process.

After the original creation, the document was not routinely tracked due to the fact
that the committee was seldom convened because the plan does not include additional
regulations to land use. The document, like the majority of corridor management plans
throughout nation, does not have regulatory teeth to hold local justifications accountable
for preserving the scenic qualities along the corridor unless local policies are adopted.
The Scenic Byway Plan does not introduce any regulatory restrictions or policies but
summarizes current state and local regulations protecting the scenic qualities. The
document does provide a framework to implement local policies and serves as a
reference by inventorying past progress, current conditions, and future suggestions.

Even though the committee was not actively engaged in the scenic byway and the
document does not carry regulatory weight, SLOCOG staff continued to pursue funding
and implement projects along the corridor. SLOCOG, as the lead agency, has received
nearly $900,000 in grant assistance through the National Scenic Byway Program (San
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Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG, 2015). The update funding came from
an 80% funded National Scenic Byway grant ($20,000) and a local match of 20%
($5,000). Since the National Byway Program funding was removed in 2012, SLOCOG
received an extension on the funding and the project began in September 2013.
SLOCOG staff continued to pursue the plan update because of the possibility of future
program funding reallocation. Also, SLOCOG recognized the importance the Byway
continues to have on the local economy and wanted to quantify its’ impact to defend
continued awareness and enhancement efforts along the Corridor. The National Scenic
Byway Grant allowed for the creation of a temporary Transportation Assistant position to
focus on updating and improving the current corridor management plan. This later
became a project management position.

In September 2013, the update began with the creation of a project timeline. The
funding was set to expire at the end of the fiscal year (June 2014), so the project had to
be finished in May before the June SLOCOG Board Meeting. The timeline that was

created can be seen below in FIGURE 4.1.
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FIGURE 4.1: PROJECT TIMELINE

Sep Oct Nov De a eb a Apr May June
Task 1: |Review 2007 Byway Corridor Plan 1|2|3|4|1|2|3|4|1(2(3|4|1|2|3|4|1|2(3(4|1| 2 [3|4|1|2| 3 |4|1|2| 3 |4|1]| 2| 3 |4]|1|2(3(|4
A [Review Plan
B [Outline all Questions
C  [Plan Review Meeting 5
[Task 2: [Create Format for Corridor Plan 1(2(3|4|1]| 2|3]|4f1(2|3|4]|1|2(3|4]|1[2|3(4|1| 2 |3|4|1|2| 3 |4]|1({2| 3 (4|1]| 2| 3 |4|1(2|3|4

A Design format for Plan - have options for layout
B [Photos/ Images Inventory
C Layout Meeting
D |Historical Data Research
E InDesign Content Incorporation
Task 3: |Produce GIS Maps 1)2|3|4|1| 2 |3[4f1({2[3[4)1]|2|3]|4|1]|2(3[4|1| 2 (3(4f1(2| 3 [4f1[2]|3[4f1| 2|3 [4|1(2(3(4
A |Meet with Geoffrey
Procure Coastal Trail Master Plan GIS Layers
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Produce BCP Maps | Hl
Map/Document Incorporation []
4: |Web Materials Development 1|2|3|4)1| 2 (3|4]|1|2|3|4]1|2|3|4|1(2|3)|4|1| 2 |3|4|1(2| 3 [4|1[{2| 3 (4]1]| 2|3 |4|1(2(3(4

Field visit for Photographs & Inventory Update
SLOCOG Webpage Establishment
'Webpage Material

Upload Final Document and Discription to Webpage
5: |[Economic Benefit Chapter 112|3|4)1| 2 (3|4]|1|2|3(4]1]|2)|3|4|1(2|3|4|1| 2 |3|4|1(2| 3 (4}1[{2(3(4)1]| 23 |4|1(2(3(4
Become acquainted with the Economic Impact Tool
Case Study Review

Create Scope of Work & Chapter Outline
Secondary data collection

Primary Data Collection

Data Analysis

Create Graphs & Charts

Write Content and Explanations

Draft of Chapter

6: [Public Activities/ C it il 1|2|3|4)1| 2 (3|4]|1|2|3(4|1|2|3|4|1(2|3)|4|1| 2 |3|4|1(2| 3 (4|1{2| 3 (4)1]| 2|3 |4|1(2(3(4
SBC Committee Meeting 15

Contact -
SBC Committee Meeting TBD
Progress Update m-
Public Meeting Announcement of Draft 8
SBC Committee Meeting 19
North Coast Advisory Council Outreach
Task 7: |Preparation of draft and final document 1|2|3|4|1|2|3|4|1(2(3|4|1|2|3|4|1|2(3(4|1| 2 [3|4|1|2| 3 |4|1|2| 3 |4|1]| 2| 3 (4|1|2(3(|4
Public Review Draft: Editing and Proofing
\Write Staff Report
Agenda must go out
Public Review (Apr 2-May 2)
Board Meeting (Draft-release for 30 days) 2
Incorporate Suggestions/ Changes into Plan
Prepare final draft of document
/Agenda Must go out - update Staff Report 15
Board Agenda Distribution 23
8: |Present results to advisory bodies 1(2|3(4|1]| 2|3|4|1|2|3|4|1|2|3|4|1|2|3[4]|1| 2 |3[4|1|2| 3 [4|1|2| 3 |4|1]| 2| 3 |4|1|2(3|4
A |Prepare Presentation for Committee meetings
B  |Executive Committee Meeting 21
C  |Meetings with Advisory Committees (Verbal Presentation) 21
C |Board Meeting (Final Approval) 4
Task 9: [Reporting 1|2|3|4)1| 2 (3|4]|1|2|3(4]1|2|3|4|1({2|3)|4|1| 2 |3|4|1(2| 3 (4|1{2| 3 (4)1]| 23 |4|1(2(3(4
A Project Summary & Invoicing
B RTP Incorporation

=|m|lo|n|w

>

=lo|o|w

=
@
&

onimlo|o|w|>

=]
o
3
=|-|x

o m|mlo|o|e|>

a|n|mlo|a|e|>

|-z

[Tas!

FIGURE 4.1 is the project timeline used to complete the tasks of the Byway Plan
update. There were nine main tasks and subtasks within each task sector. The timeline
was divided up into weeks of each month. Certain subtasks included specific dates.
The first two months were dedicated to reviewing the existing document and
understanding the intentions of the Plan. The 2007 Plan was divided into two main
sections, the first described current conditions and the second was dedicated to possible
improvement/enhancement projects. The flow of the 2007 Plan lacked structure and a

consistent format. After the first in-depth review, information provided by the federal
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program resolved most document misunderstandings. This research was important to
the process because understanding the intentions of the national program allowed for a
better understanding of the local intentions throughout the update. The upfront program
research allowed for the right questions to be asked and document improvement ideas
to be created. The first round of document analysis was followed by research and
another round of editing. The staff planner reviewing this work then went through the list
of suggestions and addressed the questions that were still unanswered.

A month later, the staff planner responsible for reviewing the project left. |
became the project manager for the Scenic Byway Corridor Plan Update. This added
responsibility required a timeline adjustment and compromises from the Scenic Byway
Committee. There was also an increased reliance on the Committee for historical
information. During the first Scenic Byway Committee meeting as Project Manager, | led
the meeting’s discussion to focus on the timeline, layout, and organization of the existing
document. In this meeting, it was agreed that the Plan was missing organization. It was
limited by the fact that it had two sections, the organization of the entire document was
very incoherent, and the plan focused on marketing the byway as opposed to enhancing
its’ intrinsic qualities. An overhaul of the document hierarchy was required.

After this meeting the 2007 Plan was broken up into small portions for the Byway
Committee to review and make corrections or suggestions. This approach worked
because the time commitment seemed minimal when the reading requirements were
broken up. As the project manager, | took the lead on updating most of the document
and then distributed the draft to the Committee in small manageable sections. After the
draft of each section was distributed, a timeframe to provide feedback was set. After all
committee suggestions were received, the comments were noted and incorporated into
the document. The design and layout of the updated document was then vetted and
approved through the committee.
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The full document including the economic analysis was due to the Committee in
early May 2014. This was about a month before it would be presented to the Board of
Directors. Comments were received and approval of the document was sent in via email
from the Scenic Byway Committee members by May 12", 2014. As required by
SLOCOG, two weeks before the Board Meeting, a staff report must be posted and
presented to the advisory committees. The document was presented to the committees
and was unanimously recommended. On June 4" 2014, the final presentation was
made and the Board unanimously accepted the update and economic analysis.

UPDATES

The Byway Corridor Plan update focused on refining the 2007 Plan’s
comprehensiveness, document layout, mapping, and the economic benefits provided by
the corridor. The fourteen mandatory elements of a Byway Corridor Management Plan
were used to update the document and built upon the existing elements to improve and
increase the Byway Plan’s robustness. The update focuses on streamlining the main
takeaways of the Byway Plan. The two original sections were divided to create four
chapters. These chapters are outlined below:

* Chapter 1: North Coast Scenic Byway Corridor - Within Chapter 1, the existing
conditions are described, the corridor communities are outlined, and the intrinsic
qualities are detailed.

* Chapter 2: Byway Vision and Planned Improvements-the Byway’s vision is
expressed, the programs associated with establishing the vision are described,
completed and current improvement projects are defined, and maps of these
improvement projects are included to visually understand the area’s conditions.

*  Chapter 3: Administration- the plan update process is laid out, funding
opportunities are explored, and technical assistance for finding more detailed

information is stated.
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* Chapter 4: Economic Benefits — The information is new to the plan. This chapter
uses economic analysis data to quantify the financial impact tourism plays along
the Byway.

Updates to the chapters were based on the fourteen elements of the Corridor
Management Plans detailed in the Federal Byway Program. Below are the requirements
for Corridor Management Plans recognized by the National Scenic Byway Program and
the improvements made during the recent update. The 2014 Route 1 San Luis Obispo
North Coast Byway Corridor Plan can be referenced in the Appendix.

* A map identifying the corridor boundaries and the location of intrinsic qualities
(scenic, historic, cultural, natural, recreational and archaeological) and different

land uses within the corridor (FDOT, 1995).
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FIGURE 4.2: 2007 MAP VS. 2014 MAP

BEFORE AFTER

e
San LUISIOBISHOINOIth oGSt North Coast Scenic Byway Corridor
\ Scenls Byway. CorndorSealions )
§ 3 & IS )
>

2, -
- PR
e by -
MWy

FIGURE 4.2 showcases the change in mapping technology and technique. The
2007 version is busy and not focused on the Byway. The 2014 version is clean
and straightforward. Staff used both GIS and Abode lllustrator to accomplish
uniform and informative maps. There are six updated maps in the 2014 update.
Staff went through each point of interest labeled on the 2007 maps and updated,
removed, or added locations.

An assessment of such intrinsic qualities and of their context (FDOT, 1995).
The intrinsic qualities section was updated through the Byway Committee. Each
member took sections that were relevant to their organization and improved the
content. Staff then went to these locations and documented the current
conditions through written descriptions and photos. Select photos were used
above each intrinsic quality heading.

A strategy for maintaining and enhancing those intrinsic qualities (FDOT, 1995).
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This element can be found in both Chapters Two and Three. Chapter Two delves
into the current local policies that protect these intrinsic qualities, the programs
that are improving the Byway, and the maps that show current and future Byway
improvements. Chapter Three showcases the current programs that can possibly
fund the listed improvements along the Corridor.

A schedule and a listing of all agency, group, and individual responsibilities in the
implementation of the corridor management plan, and a description of
enforcement and review mechanisms, including a schedule for the continuing
review of how well those responsibilities are being met (FDOT, 1995).

This element can be seen in the Chapter 1 of the 2014 update. There is a section
that provides key county policies relating to growth and resource management
along the Byway. The Scenic Byway Committee as well as the stakeholders are
listed in the introduction.

A strategy describing how existing development might be enhanced and new
development might be accommodated while still preserving the intrinsic qualities
of the corridor. This can be done through design review, and such land
management techniques as zoning, easements, and economic incentives
(FDOT, 1995).

The Plan does not introduce additional land use regulatory restrictions or
policies. It is based on adopted strategies to protect and enhance the Corridor's
qualities, which were discussed at length during development of the original Plan.
In addition to the locally adopted plans that address land use policies and
circulation of the local transportation system, the Plan identifies many of the
improvements that are intended for the Corridor by SLOCOG, Caltrans, and local
jurisdictions. These projects are primarily associated with maintaining the
highway’s current configuration with improvements to enhance access and
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aesthetics, maintain operations, and improve how the highway interrelates with
the communities it passes through.

A plan to assure on-going public participation in the implementation of corridor
management objectives (FDOT, 1995).

Staff conducted Bi-Monthly Scenic Byway Committee meetings, did extensive
outreach involving the members of the North Coast Advisory Committee, and
informed over 80 community stakeholders. The 2014 Plan was presented to
SLOCOG'’s Executive Committee, Technical Transportation Advisory Committee,
Citizen’s Transportation Advisory Council, and Board of Directors. Each one of
the outlined program improvements must be vetted through public participation.
This is made clear through the document and in local policies and procedures.

Review of the highway's safety and accident record to identify any correctable
faults in highway design, maintenance, or operation (FDOT, 1995).

Safety and operational improvements are discussed in current conditions as well
as in the program’s section. Caltrans actively participated in the update and
provided the data that informed and populated these sections.

A plan to accommodate commerce while maintaining a safe and efficient level of
highway service, including convenient user facilities (FDOT, 1995).

As stated above, Safety and operational improvements are discussed in current
conditions as well as in the programs section of the document. Caltrans provided
data and approved these sections.

Demonstration that intrusions on the visitor experience have been minimized to
the extent feasible, and a plan for making improvements to enhance that
experience (FDOT, 1995).

Chapter One provides a great overview of the elements that make the North

Coast Scenic Byway so intriguing. It describes the communities, activities, and
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scenic stops that visitors should take advantage of along the Corridor. Scenic
interpretation is also a significant aspect of the Plan update. In Chapter Two,
Byway interpretive goals and objectives are discussed, the types of interpretive
elements that are found along the Byway are described, and the possibility of
additional elements that do not impact the beauty of the area are explored.

A demonstration of compliance with all existing local, State, and Federal laws on
the control of outdoor advertising (FDOT, 1995).

As stated earlier, interpretation is a significant aspect of the plan. In Chapter
Two, Byway interpretive goals and objectives are discussed, the types of
interpretive elements that are found along the byway are described, and the
possibility of additional elements that do not impact the beauty of the area are
explored.

A signage plan that demonstrates how the State will insure and make the number
and placement of signs more supportive of the visitor experience (FDOT, 1995).
This element is discussed at length in the Interpretive Signage Plan for the North
Coast Scenic Byway. It is touched on in the updated document; however, it is
explained in full as an attachment in the Plan’s appendix.

A narrative describing how the National Scenic Byway will be positioned for
marketing (FDOT, 1995).

As stated above, this element is discussed in the interpretive signage plan for the
North Coast Scenic Byway in the Plan’s appendix. The previous plan had a
detailed account of 2007 marketing practices; however, all of that information
was outdated and the Scenic Byway Committee deemed the section
unnecessary. The interpretive goal of more fully distributing and publicizing the
Byway’s intrinsic qualities by utilizing a variety of media (brochures, guides,
social media), still remains a goal on page 31 of the updated document. Social

31



media was added as a communication outlet because it has become an
important information source and marketing tool in the last several years. For
example, the popular social media site Twitter ® was almost a year old when this
document was approved in 2007.
A discussion of design standards relating to any proposed modification of the
roadway. This discussion should include an evaluation of how the proposed
changes may affect on the intrinsic qualities of the byway corridor (FDOT, 1995).
This element can be seen in the capital improvement project section on page 37-
40. This section examines viewshed protection, operational and access
improvements.
A description of plans to interpret the significant resources of the scenic byway
(FDOT, 1995).
This information can be found on pages 31- 36. In this section, a brief history of
the interpretation innovations are explained and the goals of the interpretation
element are stated. The interpretation section is divided into two sections:
interpretation category and interpretation by segment. The category section goes
into detail about the types of interpretive media that are found along the Corridor
(Visitor Centers, signage, kiosks, spotting scopes, tours, etc.). The interpretation
by segment showcases the interpretation elements found in each of the four
segments along the Byway.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

SLOCOG commissioned an economic benefits analysis to quantify the impact of

the Byway on the region’s economy. Having data that shows positive economic impacts

will help make the case for continued preservation and enhancement projects along the

corridor even after the grant funding has been removed. This analysis was

commissioned in the hopes that it would quantify and demonstrate the importance of
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funding scenic projects along the Byway in an increasingly competitive transportation-
funding environment. The main sources of information for the economic analysis were
the San Luis Obispo Economic Vitality Corporation’s 2008 Tourism Report, Dean
Runyan Associates’ California Travel Impacts, JBG Consulting’s 2011 Economic
Appraisal: The Mid-Coast of San Luis Obispo County Estero Bay Scenic Byway Trail,
and San Luis Obispo County Appraiser Reports. The information found through these
sources was then used in the America’s Byways Resource Center's Economic Impact
Tool: a Microsoft Excel ® based economic modeling tool provided by the National
Association of Development Organizations. The Economic Impact Tool was created to
assist local agencies in monetarily quantifying the impact of scenic corridors removing
the investment in time intensive and expensive surveying techniques which are typically
done to measure a roadway’s performance and use. The tool is based on economic
multipliers specified by the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic
Analysis (Jensen, 2013). This tool was utilized during the 2011 Economic Appraisal of
the Mid-Coast of San Luis Obispo County Estero Bay Scenic Byway Trail, thus the same
multipliers were used during this analysis.

One of the primary data sources was the 2008 San Luis Obispo Economic
Vitality Corporation’s Tourism Report. The main purpose of this study was to understand
and make recommendations about tourism, one of the San Luis Obispo County’s largest
business sectors. This report divided the county into five economic regions, three of
which are found along the North Coast Scenic Byway. According to the report, the
communities along the Byway provided 50% of the economic travel impacts for the
county, which was the assumption used throughout the study. The analysis inputs were
derived using 50% of the provided spending numbers found in the California Travel
Impact Report. Assumptions and inputs can be seen in the Appendix G of the Byway
Corridor Plan. The last Byway Plan Update took place in 2007, so it was decided that the
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base year of the analysis would be 2006 and the current year would be 2012 because it
had the most recent and abundant data available. The analysis included the following
communities: San Simeon, Cambria, Cayucos, the City of Morro Bay, and the City of

San Luis Obispo.
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CHAPTER 5: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
PLAN UPDATE

The Plan does not introduce additional land use regulatory restrictions or
policies. However, it does bring to light an important aspect of continuing the effort of
preserving and enhancing the region’s intrinsic qualities: the economic impacts of
tourism. The 2014 update to the Route 1 San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway
Corridor Plan was intended to identify programs that will maintain and improve the
opportunities and experiences of traveling along the Corridor. It also identifies the
resources that make the Byway extraordinary and includes how the Corridor is being
protected and enhanced.

The Plan attempts to bring together improvement plans of the different regulatory
and programming agencies in the Corridor, including San Luis Obispo County, the City
of Morro Bay, Caltrans, California Department of Parks and Recreation, Bureau of Land
Management, California Coastal Conservancy, California Coastal Commission, and the
San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG). This Plan is based on adopted
strategies to protect and enhance the Corridor’s qualities, which were discussed at
length during development of the original plan. In addition to the locally adopted plans
that address land use policies and circulation of the local transportation system, the plan
identifies many of the improvements that are envisioned for the Corridor by local
jurisdictions, SLOCOG, and the State. These projects are primarily associated with
maintaining the highway’s current configuration with improvements to enhance access
and aesthetics, maintain operations, and improve how the highway interrelates with the
communities it passes through. SLOCOG recognizes the importance of scenic
preservation so much so that the organization went through the process of designating
the North Coast Scenic Byway Corridor an All-American Road.

Due the removal of grant funding from the National Scenic Byway Program, an
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economic benefit analysis was performed. The analysis demonstrates the importance of
funding scenic projects along the Byway in an increasingly competitive transportation-
funding environment.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Using data from the San Luis Obispo Economic Vitality Corporation’s 2008
Tourism Report, Dean Runyan Associates’ California Travel Impacts, JBG Consulting’s
2011 Economic Appraisal: The Mid-Coast of San Luis Obispo County Estero Bay Scenic
Byway Trail, and San Luis Obispo County Appraiser Reports, an economic analysis was
performed to quantify the Byway’s monetary impact on the region’s economy. The
information found through these sources was put into the America’s Byways Resource
Center’'s Economic Impact Tool.

The study concluded that the Byway has positively contributed to the economy of
San Luis Obispo County. Between 2006 and 2012, there was a net increase in number
of travelers along the Byway equaling around 1.1 million people. It is estimated that
visitation in this region has increased around 20%. This trend of visitors was described in
the San Luis Obispo Economic Vitality Corporation’s Tourism Impact Study, stating there
would be an increase in daytrips and or intra-state overnight travel.

Using the Economic Impact Tool, it was estimated that visitor spending has
increased by 23% from over $500 million in 2006 to almost $656 million in 2012. The
study also concluded that the Byway has a total impact of visitor spending of about
$217,000 with restaurants, retail, and lodging contributing to about 66% of the spending
in 2012. The impacts in Exhibit 5.1 are separated into direct impacts, those resulting
from the specific economic activities along the Byway, and indirect impacts, resulting
from the effects of economic multipliers. Both direct and indirect impacts can be seen in
FIGURE 5.1.

In six years, there was a change in the Byway region’s total employment with an
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increase of 52,043 jobs and it is estimated that 4.5% was a result of the Byway. The
investments made along the Byway and the increase in visitors had positively impacted
the 2012 employment in the region resulting in about 2,300 jobs. The investments made
along the Byway can be seen in Appendix F of the 2014 Scenic Byway Plan in the
Appendix of this document. In the six years, there had been over $124 million in capital
improvements along the corridor that have been implemented and or funded.

FIGURE 5.1: DIRECT AND INDIRECT IMPACTS
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FIGURE 5.1 shows the direct and indirect impacts that visitor spending has on the
corridor communities as a result of the byway’s intrinsic qualities.

In conclusion, these findings support the fact that leisure and hospitality continue
to be a driving force in the County’s economy. Tourism is an important part of the
region’s financial vitality. By providing opportunities like the ability to access the North
Coast Scenic Byway, the county will remain offering residents and visitors an
unparalleled experience. Continuing to improve and enhance the Byway experience is a
viable investment for both scenic protection and the economy. It does make cents to be

scenic.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

All-American Road by the Federal Highway Administration on August 8, 2003. This level of scenic designation
is reserved for routes that possess nationally significant resources (1ntr1ns1c qualities) and is the highest scenic
designation of any road or highway in the nation. The Route 1 San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway
Corridor was designated as a result of the scenic, natural, recreational, and historical qualities that draw visitors
from around the country and around the world. Coupled with the Big Sur Coast All-American Road, which
begins at the San Luis Obispo/Monterey County Line and courses along the rugged coastline north through
Big Sur to Monterey, the highway provides one of the best traveling experiences in the world.

'The Route 1 Scenic Byway Corridor Plan (BCP) is intended to identify programs that will maintain and
improve the opportunities and experiences of traveling in the corridor. It also identifies the resources that make
the Byway extraordinary and includes how the corridor is being protected and enhanced. The plan attempts

to bring together improvement plans of the different regulatory and programming agencies in the corridor,
including San Luis Obispo County, the City of Morro Bay, Caltrans, California Department of Parks and
Recreation, Bureau of Land Management, California Coastal Conservancy, California Coastal Commission,
and the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments (SLOCOG). These agencies have developed plans that are

consistent with their missions through extensive public outreach and input.

'This BCP update focused on refining the plan’s comprehensiveness, document layout, mapping, and the
economic benefits provided by the corridor.

‘There are four chapters of the Byway Corridor Plan:

1. North Coast Scenic Byway Corridor

2. Byway Vision and Improvements

3. Plan Administration and Project Implementation
4. Economic Benefits

'The plan does not introduce additional land use regulatory restrictions or policies. It is based on adopted
strategies to protect and enhance the corridor’s qualities, which were discussed at length during development
of the original plan. In addition to the locally adopted plans that address land use policies and circulation of
the local transportation system, the plan identifies many of the improvements that are planned for the corridor
by SLOCOG and the State. These projects are primarily associated with maintaining the highway’s current
configuration with improvements to enhance access and aesthetics, maintain operations, and improve how the
highway interrelates with the communities it passes through.

Due the removal of grant funding from the National Scenic Byway Program, an economic benefit analysis
was performed. The analysis demonstrates the importance of funding scenic projects along the Byway in an
increasingly competitive transportation funding environment.

As a result of this process, two key findings were apparent. The first key finding was to encourage local agencies
to adopt policies which support the goals and objectives of the Scenic Byway Corridor Plan. The second finding
was to consider the possibility of pursuing scenic designation south of the City San Luis Obispo along Route 1,
which would require applying for state scenic designation and then, if resources allow, pursue federal designation.
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Winding through San Luis Obispo County on
California’s Central Coast is a section of State Route 1
that provides a truly remarkable experience to travelers.
Highway 1 between the city limits of San Luis Obispo
and the northern San Luis Obispo County line is one
of the most relaxing and beautiful in all of California.

'The highway stretches through valleys, along coastal
ranges and the Pacific Ocean, into Monterey pine
forests, on top of coastal terraces, and finally along
sheer granite cliffs. The journey offers travelers an
unsurpassed experience of California’s coastline in a
nearly pristine state. The corridor boasts both natural
and human elements that give it an appeal all its own.

It is the objective of this plan to identify how this
corridor will retain its irreplaceable scenic resources,
while enhancing the communities and facilities within
it for its residents and travelers of the highway for
generations to come.

Following the designation of Highway 1 as a State
Scenic Highway in 1999, SLOCOG initiated the
process of pursuing the inclusion of the highway

into the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA)
National Scenic Byways program. The program
designates those highways that exhibit qualities that
distinguish the corridor from others around the state
and country as either a “National Scenic Byway” or an

“All-American Road.”

At a minimum, National Scenic Byways are those
highways that have at least one quality significant
to a two state region. 'The more selective of the two
types of national byways, the “All-American Road”
designation, is reserved for those highways that are
“destinations unto themselves,” possess at least two
qualities that are significant on a national level, and
one that is unparalleled in the country.

Designation into the program requires three things:
existing Officially Designated State Scenic Highway
status, the highway corridor meeting one of the two
definitions identified in the preceding paragraph,

INTRODUCTION

and a plan that identifies how the corridor’s special
attributes will be protected and enhanced. This
plan fulfills the last of these requirements. The
Byway Corridor Plan (BCP) was first adopted in
February 2002. It was structured largely to meet the
requirements of the Scenic Byways Program.

While the National Scenic Byways program was
completely eliminated under MAP-21, some scenic
byway type projects are eligible under category 4 of
TAP which will be explained in the funding section.
Eligible projects under the Surface Transportation
Program and the Transportation Alternatives
Program that may have previously been eligible as
part of the National Scenic Byways Program include
the construction of turnouts, overlooks, and viewing
areas; historic preservation and rehabilitation of
historic transportation facilities related to a byway;
and bicycle and pedestrian facilities along a byway.
Support through a Scenic Byway Corridor Plan will
increase the competitiveness of projects competing
for discretionary funding under new federal MAP21
and State sources.

Changes

'The 2014 BCP update, while still meeting the
requirements of the original National Scenic Byway
program, is organized in a manner that is more
tailored to its actual use as a regional planning
document

* Streamline plan’s organization

* Increase focus on Economic Benefits of Scenic
Designation

* Highlight priorities for short-mid term
implementation

* Highlight projects and programs completed

* Make maps more informative and useful



Primary Components

*  Chapter One of the plan discusses the
Corridor and Scenic Byways Program. It
provides a summary of Highway 1, the
communities in the corridor, and a description
of the qualities of the corridor that make the
area unique.

*  Chapter Two identifies the Byway Vision,
Policies, Goals and Programs for the corridor.

*  Chapter Three focuses on the plan
administration.

*  Chapter Four provides an economic analysis
of the corridor designation and planned
improvements for benefit to the Byway
communities and the county in general.

Regulatory Implications

'The plan does not include any additional regulations to
land use. The regulatory framework for protecting the
corridor’s scenic resources is included in existing local
plans, and state and federal environmental laws. This
plan is intended solely to identify how these resources
are protected in this existing framework, and provide

a plan to further enhance Highway 1 in the area by
providing betterments including landscaping, billboard
removal, roadway and other visual upgrades.

Planning Process Overview

'This update of the BCP continued to utilize the Scenic
Byway Advisory Committee (SBAC) as the primary
guiding body for byway planning. In December 2005
the SLOCOG board authorized the alteration of the
SBAC to be a two-tiered committee composed of
voting and non-voting members. The rationale for the
change was due to the very large group of stakeholders
the committee enjoys. The committee had grown to

a size that began to result in low participation and
response rates to committee meetings and requests

for feedback. Since the changing of the committee
structure, response rates and participation by the
voting membership has improved and been vital in
development of the plan.

'The SBAC provided recommendations to staft on
project priorities and on the plan’s content. The
groups held a number of meetings and reviewed and
commented on the Administrative Draft document.

STEERING COMMITTEE
(Voting Members)
» California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans)
» City of San Luis Obispo
* County of San Luis Obispo
» City of Morro Bay
* Cayucos Advisory Council
* North Coast Advisory Council
* Cambria Community Service District
* San Simeon Community Service District
* California Department of Parks and Recreation
* San Luis Obispo Regional Transit Authority



KEY STAKEHOLDERS
(Non-Voting Members)

American Land Conservancy

Big Sur All-American Road Byway Committee
Bureau of Land Management

California Polytechnic State University
Cambria Greenspace

Cambria Historical Society

Cambria Parks, Recreation and Open Space
Commission

Cayucos Chamber of Commerce

Cayucos Land Conservancy

Coastal Commission

Coastal Conservancy

Congresswoman Capps

Cuesta College

Economic Vitality Corporation
Environmental Center for SLO County
Friends of the Elephant Seals

Hearst Ranch

Hearst Ranch

Morro Bay Beautiful

Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce
National Byways Resource Center

National Estuary Program

Ranchers of San Luis Obispo

San Luis Obispo Air Pollution Control District
San Luis Obispo Bicycle Coalition

San Luis Obispo Business Improvement District
San Luis Obispo Chamber of Commerce
San Simeon Chamber of Commerce

SLO County Visitors Conference Bureau
SLOCOG CTAC Representative

Surf Rider

Ventana Wilderness Alliance
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'The subject area of Highway 1 is a two to four
lane rural arterial extending approximately 58 miles
between Highland Drive in the City of San Luis
Obispo and the Monterey County line. The highway
is a four-lane freeway expressway from San Luis
Obispo to just north of Cayucos, where it becomes a
conventional two lane rural highway to the Monterey
County line. The highway continues north of SLO
County for 72 miles along the Big Sur All-American
Road to Carmel, providing for a remarkable 130-mile
adventure.

'The route serves both regional and interregional

traffic with Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
being the sole operator and maintainer of the facility.
Caltrans is also responsible for ensuring the safety of
the facility, which includes such improvements such

as median barriers, channelizations, shoulders and
bridge widening. Much of the traffic is tourist in
nature, although commute traffic is prevalent between
San Luis Obispo and Cambria. There are a number
of major traffic generators on the route including
Hearst Castle, Cuesta Community College, California
Men’s Colony (a medium security federal correctional
facility) and California Polytechnic State University in
San Luis Obispo, as well as the communities along the
route. 'The highway has an overall safety record that is
generally better than comparable highways throughout
the State of California.

'The highway is the primary north/south arterial
through the North Coast Planning Area of San

Luis Obispo County. The highway is specifically
restricted to be maintained as a two-lane highway
north of Cayucos by the California Coastal Act
(passing lanes and channelization are allowable under
certain parameters). There are five grade-separated
interchanges through the length of the corridor: three
in Morro Bay and two in Cayucos.

Many intersections along the corridor are
anticipated to meet warrants for signalization in
the future. Operational improvements, such as turn
channelization, acceleration/deceleration lanes, and
potentially a passing lane between Cayucos and

Cambria are measures that will be considered to
respond to the anticipated increase in vehicle trips.
'The California Coastal Commission does not permit
widening of highway 1 to four lanes in the byway

corridor.

'The highway has created challenges for pedestrian and
bicycle access crossing the highway to and from the
coast. This access is especially critical in the urbanized
communities because of the desire to have enhanced
coastal access for people on foot and on bikes. All of
the communities in the corridor have placed a high
priority on the enhancement of coastal access.
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'The North Coast Region consists of two of the
County of San Luis Obispo’s planning areas, Estero
and North Coast. It is largely considered the county’s
most scenic and pristine natural area, which draws
tourists from around the state, the country and the
world. The beauty of the corridor is enhanced by a
number of human and natural destinations. Some of
the most popular attractions include Hearst Castle,
Hearst San Simeon State Park, Cambria, Cayucos,
Morro Bay, and Montafna De Oro State Park. Because
of its attraction as a tourist destination, the area has
distinct transportation demands.

State Route (S.R.) 46 connects the North Coast with
the communities of the North County Region. With
its vistas of the Pacific Ocean and the Santa Lucia
mountains, the highway is a fantastic scenic corridor
in its own right. This corridor has an expanding wine
industry that also attracts travelers from other parts
of the state, which increases the potential for traffic
impacts. S.R. 46 W has additional capacity to handle
the growth with identified improvements limited to
increased channelization. State Route 41 W is similar
to S.R. 46 W in that it connects the north coast region
with the Salinas River Valley. However, S.R. 41
traverses more mountainous terrain, limiting the type
of improvements that can be accommodated such as
additional turn-channelization and passing lanes.

'The southern area of this sub-region consists of three
communities: Los Osos, Morro Bay (incorporated)
and Cayucos. Bordered by Estero Bay and the Morro
Bay Estuary, these communities’ economies are fueled
primarily by income from local entrepreneurial efforts,
visitor-serving businesses, and jobs located in San Luis
Obispo and southern San Luis Obispo County. Los
Osos and Cayucos are “bedroom communities,” since
roughly 75 percent of their workers commute to jobs
in other communities. Although the City of Morro
Bay generates some employment for local residents
(and contributes significantly to the area’s economy), a
large percentage of local workers also find employment
in the San Luis Obispo area.

Los Osos and Cayucos have businesses that provide
retail and service uses for local residents, but lack

N

major employers, large-scale manufacturing and indus
uses. In Los Osos there are currently few visitor-serving
businesses. In Cayucos, visitor-serving business is the
primary source of employment. In both communities,
the commercial sectors are currently under-developed
compared to nearby incorporated cities, and residents
spend much of their income outside of the Estero Bay
Area. In the rural areas outside of Los Osos, Morro
Bay, and Cayucos, most economic activity is related to
agriculture.

* Maintain agriculture & the rural character of the area.

* Permanently protect the agricultural, open space and
scenic resources of the Morros. The Morros are a
chain of volcanic peaks and hills between San Luis
Obispo and Morro Bay.

* Prevent further urban and suburban encroachment
into the Los Osos and Chorro Valleys in order
to maintain valuable agricultural and open space
resources.

* Manage the watershed of the Morro Bay estuary
so that the estuary is a clean, healthy, functioning
ecosystem that harbors a diversity of wildlife.

¢ Areas outside of Cambria, San Simeon, and the
Hearst Castle staging areas should be maintained as
agriculture, open space, low-density residential, or
recreation to preserve the intrinsic qualities of the
communities.

* Preserve urban reserve lines.

* Preserve neighborhood characteristics with sense of
scale, pedestrian areas, landscaping, open areas, and
other amenities.

* Encourage affordable housing.

* Require developments and long-range plans to create
a jobs/housing balance.

* Establish an efficient circulation system and pattern
of land uses that minimize the number of automobile
trips.

* Encourage alternatives to single occupant automobile
travel, such as pedestrian and bicycle travel, transit,
carpooling, and telecommuting. At the same time,
accommodate automobile transportation.
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San Simeon, a community of 462 residents (2010), sits on the Coastal Edge of Highway 1. The San Simeon
Community Services District (CSD) is responsible for water and sewer service, lights, and roads. In addition to
the community’s permanent residents, the CSD is host to a large hotel village (689 rooms) that serves the needs
of travelers. Many of San Luis Obispo’s north coast attractions, such as Hearst Castle, Ragged Point, and the
Elephant seals at Piedras Blancas rookery, are within a short trip along Highway 1 from San Simeon.

Within San Simeon CSD, there are opportunities to improve access and aesthetics. The current pedestrian
walkway crossing from the east to the west side of the highway is in need of increased visibility, signage, and
maintenance. The two beach access points are also in need of repair and maintenance due to erosion and
deterioration. Increased landscaping enhancements and fencing along the corridor would also enhance the
community.

Cambria, a community of 6,032 residents (2010), has a distinct downtown core and a desire to maintain a small
village character. There has been an effort in recent years to create better connectivity between the two distinct
sections of downtown. A lack of downtown parking, the desire to minimize traffic impacts, and limitations

in expansion potential have prompted the community to advocate alternative transportation modes, such as a
downtown trolley, and build associated infrastructure, such as bike and pedestrian improvements.
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Cayucos isa small coastal community of approx1mately 2, 600 remdents (2010) 'Ihe commumty is known for
its status as the last of California funky little beach towns. It is isolated from adjoining Morro Bay with no
access other than via Highway 1. The town has two interchanges, one signalized intersection and a number of
other stop-controlled at-grade intersections. Some of the community’s primary goals are improving downtown
parking and streetscape enhancements and improving the safety of intersections with Highway 1. These goals
are being achieved through the addition of coastal access stairways, a downtown boardwalk, and increased
bicycle lanes.

MORRO BAY

'The City of Morro Bay is the only incorporated city in the Byway corridor (Byway begins at the City limit
line of San Luis Obispo). The City’s population of 10,234 is expected to rise at a rate of .64 percent over the
next five years to 10,570 residents. It is a seaside community and popular tourist destination. Its history is
steeped in its fishing industry, which it is trying to preserve and protect. Morro Rock, the city’s iconic Historic
Landmark, dominates the vistas of Byway travelers from south and north. The city’s downtown, bayside
embarcadero, access to the bay and ocean, and the adjacent Morro Bay State Park draw visitors year-round.

As traffic volumes continue to increase, Highway 1 has become a barrier between west and east Morro Bay.

Safe crossing from one side of Morro Bay to the other has been, and continues to remain, a concern for many
residents of the community. This issue is one of a number concerning Highway 1 that the city has recognized
as a problem that needs to be addressed. The North Main Specific Plan was developed in 1989 to address what
the Morro Bay community perceives as an area in need of improvements. The plan sets a strategy for improving
the northern portion of the City, east of Highway 1. Main Street is a parallel route with Class II bicycle lanes
to Highway 1 and a primary north-south arterial. Because of its proximity and visibility to Highway 1, the area
has great potential to attract many of those traveling on the byway. The Specific Plan identifies a number of
projects intended to enhance the appearance and increase accessibility of this area.

Planned enhancements to the area include landscaping, improved fencing, community gateway enhancements,
bike lanes, and pavement treatments to ramps and crosswalks. These improvements will enhance the area’s
character, improve cross highway non-motorized access, soften the urban landscape, reduce the visual impact
of Highway 1 to the community and provide an appeal for Highway 1 travelers and the community’s residents.
Though some of these improvements have been implemented, many more are yet to be realized.
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N LUIS OBISPO

San Luis Obispo, a city of 45,119 residents (2010), defines the southern most boundary of the Byway corridor.
'The City was first incorporated in 1856 as a General Law City, and became a Charter City in 1876. While San
Luis Obispo grew relatively slowly during most of the 19th century, the construction of the Southern Pacific
Railroad in 1894 opened up the area to the rest of California.

W

One of the City’s great attributes is its enormously successful downtown. The downtown is centered around the
Mission Plaza. Built adjacent to San Luis Obispo Creek, the mission and downtown take full advantage of the
creek’s setting. A creek-side walkway runs the length of the downtown drawing residents and visitors from the
street scene along Higuera Street to a serene yet bustling environment under the canopies of sycamore and oak
trees. The city won the coveted “Great American Main Street Award”in 1999. The award is presented to five
communities each year for their outstanding main street revitalization through historic preservation.

San Luis Obispo’s downtown offers something for everyone: shopping, indoor and outdoor dining, places
for relaxing and reading, a vibrant night-life and its consistently successful Thursday night farmers market.
'The City also serves as the political and geographic center for the County of San Luis Obispo. The County
Government Center and Courthouse are located in the downtown. The city is also home of California
Polytechnic State University (Cal Poly) and Cuesta College.
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L INTRINSIC QUALITIE
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/ 'The North Coast Scenic Byway exhibits extraordinary qualities, or resources, which add to the area’s
appeal to live and visit. For the purposes of this plan these qualities will be referred to as “intrinsic qualities”.
'The National Scenic Byways Program identifies six categories under which these qualities are organized:

* Scenic

* Historic

* Natural

* Archaeological
* Recreational

* Cultural

These qualities are what distinguish the corridor from others in the state and nation. They are also the basis for
the corridor’s designation as an All-American Road, the highest scenic designation of any road or highway in
the nation through the National Scenic Byways Program. The corridor includes significant examples of four of
these categories.

Scenic

'The scenic qualities of the corridor are a primary reason behind the desire of residents and visitors to be in the
area. 'The corridor includes a number of natural features that provide travelers with a mosaic of aesthetic scenes
to appreciate at any one time. While traveling from the City of San Luis Obispo north through the corridor,
travelers will view the following features that add to the area’s visual appeal.

Stretching from San Luis Obispo County in the south to the Monterey Peninsula in the north, the Santa Lucia
Coastal Range parallels the central coast. The range is located within the Santa Lucia district of the Los Padres
National Forest. Managed by the National Forest Service, the area boasts a large variety of scenic, recreational
and natural treasures.

'The forest includes a wide variety of natural communities including coastal sage scrub, mixed oak woodlands,
chaparral, mixed chaparral, pine forest, bristlecone fir, redwood forests, savanna and riparian forests and
woodlands. These ecosystems support a diverse array of plant and animal species. The forest’s management plan
identifies the protection of these natural resources as a primarily goal, while also allowing limited public access
to recreational opportunities.

'The forest offers access to a number of outdoor recreational opportunities. Hiking, biking, camping, rock
climbing, use of off-highway vehicles are among the activities that the public is welcomed to take advantage of.
'These opportunities, however, are limited to specific areas in order to limit impacts to the natural communities?.
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Ragged Point is located 1.5 miles south of the San Luis Obispo/Monterey County Line. The point has a small
visitors services area that includes a motel with ocean views, a restaurant and other visitor services. The point
provides visitors spectacular scenic vista points with interpretive sites and trail access. The vista points ofter
unspoiled views of the rugged cliffs to the north, which the highway traverses as it winds into Monterey County
on its way to Big Sur and the Monterey Peninsula. To the south, one has views of Breaker Point and Point
Sierra Nevada as well as the lighthouse at Piedras Blancas.

THE MORROS —

'The Morros are a unique set of peaks between the City of San Luis Obispo and the City of Morro Bay. The

are the remnants of long-extinct volcanoes, and define the boundary between the Los Osos and Chorro Valley.
'These prominent landmarks create a unique skyline in San Luis Obispo County, and each peak is distinct in
many respects. The Morros are the middle seven peaks, in a chain of nine. The “Seven Sisters” include Cerro
San Luis, Bishop Peak, Chumash Peak, Cerro Romualdo, Hollister Peak, Cerro Cabrillo, and Morro Rock. Islay
Hill, Black Hill, and Davidson Seamount are also in the chain. Davidson Seamount is off of the coast, 3600’
below the surface of the Pacific while Islay Hill is located east of San Luis Obispo and Black Hill sits between
Morro Rock and Cabrillo peak.
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'ESTERO BAY

Estero Bay is a crescent shaped bay. It is approximately 19 miles around and extends from Montafia de Oro
State Park in the south to Estero Bluffs in the north including the communities of Los Osos, Morro Bay, and
Cayucos. In the middle of the bay’s arc stands Morro Rock. The familiar landmark is the last in the string of
'The Morros, as they seem to fall into the sea. The shape of the bay provides travelers a relatively unimpeded
view of much of the bay, Morro Rock and the surrounding coastal range. Visible from the highway along most
of its length through the corridor, the traveler is provided spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean.
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'The Piedras Blancas Lighthouse was built in 1874 and first operated in 1875. It was built by the United States
Lighthouse Board and operated by the U.S. Lighthouse Service until the Coast Guard assumed command in
1939 and later transferred to the jurisdiction of the Coast Guard. It was one of many built during this period
to improve the safety of the ever increasing maritime commerce in the Pacific. Originally constructed 110 feet
tall, it was later shortened by the Coast Guard because of concern for the structure in the high winds sometimes
associated with the Central Coast. The lens of the light station is currently on display in Cambria, adjacent to
the Veterans Memorial Building.

The lighthouse is still in operation today and continues to be is a prominent landmark for travelers on the
highway. Its location is the halfway point between the lighthouses at Point Conception in the south and Pigeon
Point in the north. Control of the lighthouse and the lands operated by the Coast Guard were transferred to the
United States Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in 2000. The BLM continues to operate the lighthouse and
provides public access through three weekly tours. Also, the BLM has continued to restore native dune plant
communities around the lighthouse and on neighboring State Parks property, as part of a cooperative agreement
with State Parks. These lands have been designated by Congress as a federally recognized “Outstanding Natural
Area.” More information can be found in the 2007 Piedras Blancas Management Plan.

L'._ _1_' o

In the Santa Lucia Coastal Range overlooking the Pacific Ocean, Hearst Castle is a magnificent estate of 165
rooms and 127 acres of gardens, terraces, pools and walkways. The castle was once the home of newspaper
publisher William Randolph Hearst and the last great estate produced by America’s Gilded Age. Relinquished
to the California State Park System the castle is a State Historical Monument and largest revenue generator
in the state park system. It is the most important tourist destination in San Luis Obispo County with
approximately 800,000 visitors per year.
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One of California’s oldest communities, San Luis Obispo had its beginnings in the founding of the Mission
San Luis Obispo de Tolosa in 1772 by Father Junipero Serra. It was the fifth mission in a chain of 21 missions
in California. The mission was named after Saint Louis, a 13th Century Bishop of Toulouse, France. (San
Luis Obispo is Spanish for “St. Louis, the Bishop”.) The site provided a number of qualities necessary for the
successful development of a mission: proximity to creeks, fine soils, a native American population, and a mild
climate. Father Serra left behind Father Jose Cavaller to coordinate the building of the mission. Within 10

years of the beginning of construction, the mission was a bustling operation herding sheep, cattle, horses and
pigs, and growing wheat, corn, and beans.

Today Mission de San Luis Obispo serves as the cultural and literal center of the City of San Luis Obispo’s
thriving downtown. Visitors to the downtown enjoy the Mission Plaza that adjoins the downtown and its
creekside boardwalk. The mission continues to have an active church with regular services and weddings.
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CAMP SAN LUIS OBISPO

Camp San Luis Obispo is the original home of the California Army National Guard. The camp includes
15,433 acres along both sides of the Byway corridor. It served as an Infantry Division Camp and Cantonment
Area for the United States Army during World War II. During World War 11, the camp had quarters for
over 20,000 enlisted personnel. During the Korean war the camp was used by the US Army, for signal corps
training. Today the Camp is used for National Guard training and National Guard Youth program for at risk
teenagers. It also is the location of the Conservation Corps State Museum. This museum exhibits the works
of the Civilian Conservation Corps in California. One building is a replica of a 1930s Conservation Corps in
California barracks, including tools, uniforms and other artifacts. The museum is open by appointment.
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Natural

Designated by presidential proclamatlon on ]anuary 11, 2000 the Cahforma Coastal Nat10na1 Monument
runs the entire length of the California coast (1,100 mlles) between Oregon and Mexico, extends 12 nautical
miles from the shoreline, and encompasses thousands of BLM administered islands, rocks, exposed reefs, and
pinnacles above mean high tide.

Cooperatively managed with other federal, state, local government, universities, and private interests, the primary
purpose of the Monument is to protect important biological and geological values. The islands, rocks, reefs, and
pinnacles provide forage and breeding grounds for significant populations of birds and sea mammals'.

'The most pristine landscapes and views of the byway are located in the northern areas of the corridor. Much

of this area is the Hearst Conservation Easement and the northern portion of Hearst San Simeon State Park.
These views are now permanently protected and the subject of a scenic viewshed easement. The views are some
of the most photographed of the area which include the rocky coastline, hills surrounding Hearst Castle, and
the Elephant Seal Haulout.

The Monterey Nat10nal Bay Marme Sanctuary stretches from San Francisco Bay to the community of Cambria;
the sanctuary is one of the world’s most productive bodies of water. The canyons off the coast of Monterey Bay
are twice as deep as the Grand Canyon. This geography is one of the reasons for the area’s productivity. Rivers
of cool, productive water flow from the ocean bottom contributing to the most varied algal community in North
America.

'The area supports a large, diverse population of marine mammals, including the California gray whale, finback
whale, humpback whale, sperm whale, and California sea otter. The vast productivity of the waters has resulted in
an incredible diversity of plants and animals including 26 species of marine mammals, 94 species of seabirds, 345
species of fish, 4 species of turtles, 31 types of invertebrates, and 450 species of large marine algae’.
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ELEPHANT SEAL COLONYR—

The elephant seal is the largest of all pinnipeds. Adult bulls can exceed two tons in Weit and ten feet in length.
Like many marine mammals, they were hunted to near extinction in the 19th century.

Until recently, the huge seals lived in isolated areas far away from humans. Then, in 1990, they started colonizing
the beaches and coves just south of Point Piedras Blancas. Their chosen location is just off of Highway 1, a few
miles north of Hearst Castle. Visitors have the opportunity to view the seals from a boardwalk on the west of
Highway 1. The site has a number of interpretive signs for visitor information'.

Bay. Estero Bluffs State Park is used as a greenbelt with scenic viewshed protection, passive recreation, and
interpretive efforts. Its location and size ensures that travelers of Highway 1 will have an unobstructed view of
Estero Bay, Morro Rock, and the Santa Lucia Range.

Improvements by Caltrans to the pull-offs along Highway 1 have made Estero Blufts State Park easier and safer
to access. Other improvements have been made and include interpretive panels, vista points, and coastal access.
Terms of the land acquisition limit development on the property. Structures that are necessary for passive
recreational activities are allowed, so long as they are sensitively sited. Such structures include interpretive
panels, parking areas, and restrooms.

Estero Blufts State Park is bordered by the San Geronimo Ranch conservation easement consisting of
approximately 900 acres. The San Geronimo Ranch possesses natural, scenic, open space, and agricultural values
which are protected as a result of the easements limits on new development. This conservation easement was

also acquired with the assistance of SLOCOG.
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MORRO BAY ESTUARY

'The Morro Bay Estuary was included in the National Estuary Program (NEP) in July 1995. It contains the
most significant wetland system on California’s south central coast. It serves a critical environmental function of
the Pacific coast and serves international interests by supporting many species of migratory birds protected by
international treaties and provides a protected harbor of off-shore marine fisheries.

'The NEP was initiated to address certain provisions of the 1987 amendments to the Clean Water Act. The
program identifies, restores and protects those estuaries that are of national significance. The NEP identifies the
quality of the estuary’s waters, the estuary system, and the watersheds that affect them.

'The Morro Bay Estuary Program is guided by the 2012 Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan
(CCMP), which prioritizes health issues of the estuary and watershed and presents actions to effectively address
those issues’.

ELFIN FOREST

Located on the southeastern shore of Morro Bay, the 90-acre Elfin Forest represents a complex and rich
assortment of natural communities. These include coastal brackish marsh, riparian woodland fringe, pygmy
oak woodland, grassland, coastal dune scrub, and oak manzanita association. The area has been documented to
support 150 species of plants, 25 species of mammals, over 110 species of birds, and 11 species of reptiles and
amphibians.

'The unusual multi-trunked pygmy oak (Quercus agrifolia) is found in the northern portions of the forest. The
tree’s relatively small size distinguishes it from other types of oaks. The area is habitat to the Morro manzanita
(Arctostaphylos morroensis), a federally listed threatened species. Swulcaria isidiifera, the Federal Register’s only
listed endangered lichen species, is also endemic to the area®.
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HEARST SAN SIMEON STATE PARK
Hearst San Simeon State Park is one of the oldest units of the California State Park System. The coastal bluffs
and promontories of the scenic park offer unobstructed views of the ocean and rocky shore. The park includes

the Santa Rosa Creek Natural Preserve, the San Simeon Natural Preserve and the Pa-nu Cultural Preserve,

which were established in 1990.

A 3.3-mile trail runs through parts of the San Simeon Natural Preserve and the Washburn Campground.
The trail includes scenic overlooks, rest-stop benches and interpretive panels with information on wildlife
and habitat. A portion of the trail along the seasonal wetland is wheelchair accessible.

 Santa Rosa Creek Natural Preserve is an area, which includes valuable riparian forests and coastal
wetlands, that provide habitat for endangered Tidewater Goby, steelhead salmon, and California Red
Legged Frogs.

* San Simeon Natural Preserve consists of vast wetlands, riparian areas, and several undisturbed native
plant communities that provide habitat for the species listed above and Western Snowy Plover. The
Preserve is also the wintering site for monarch butterfly populations.

* The 13.7 acre Pa-nu Cultural Preserve contains the most significant archaeological site within Hearst
San Simeon State Park. The site has been dated to 5,850 years before the present, and it contains
significant evidence documenting prehistoric technology, subsistence practices and social organization
over the course of several centuries.

Hearst San Simeon State Park includes properties extending from the north portion of Cambria all the way to
Ragged Point. Hearst San Simeon State Park includes 13 miles of coastline with an additional 5 miles of public
access easement on privately owned property. Future improvements may include: alignment of the California
Coastal Trail, visitor serving improvements at the Elephant Seal Viewing Area, interpretive panels, access points
in the fence line, and facilitated access to the adjacent BLM owned Piedras Blancas Lighthouse. California
State Parks acquired the former 20 acre Piedras Blancas Motel property and use there may include limited
overnight camping and visitor uses of the structures. A draft of the interim operational guidelines based upon
public meetings for these properties is attached in the Appendix.
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FISCALINI RANCH

'The Fiscalini Ranch is a 407-acre property located in the community of Cambria that was purchased for
conservation by a partnership with SLOCOG in 2000. The ranch, formerly known as East-West Ranch, lies
in the middle of the town and serves as valuable open space for residents and visitors alike. The ranch brings
the community a variety of benefits. Recreational opportunities now include multi-use trails for bicycles,
pedestrians, and other users to access the coastline and the ranch’s riparian and oak woodland settings.

'The most outstanding natural feature of the Fiscalini Ranch is the dramatic ocean bluff that runs approximately
one mile along the Pacific Coast Shoreline. The parcel extends almost due east from that bluff and rises to a
high point on the property, 400 feet above sea level, before returning to sea level at Santa Rosa Creek. Over
half the ranch is grassland, and each spring the Fiscalini Ranch boasts beautiful wildflower displays from scenic
Highway One. Native Monterey pines and oak forestlands covers 70 acres of the property. There are two natural
springs on the west portion of the ranch and a small wetland on the southeast corner, just above the ocean®.

HARM‘NY H*EA
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Harmony Headlands State Park is located 2.6 mlles south of Harmony adJacent to the byway Harmony
Headlands State Park features a two-mile long Headlands Trail that departs from the parking lot and provides
breathtaking ocean views west. Nature lovers, hikers, photographers, artists and bird watchers will all find this
walk a rewarding and memorable experience.
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Morro Strand State Beach is a coastal frontage park featuring outstanding picnic sites and a campground
including full RV hookups. A three-mile stretch of beach connects the southern and northern entrances to the
beach. Fishing, windsurfing, jogging, and kite flying are popular. Cayucos State Beach, operated by the County
of San Luis Obispo, is approximately 2 miles to the north and is known for many of the same activities.

'The Morro Bay Harbor and Morro Bay Estuary are not only visually and naturally critical, but also give people
opportunities for outdoor recreation. People come from long distances to take advantage of the incredible bird
watching available in and around the estuary. With boat and kayak rentals and launches in Morro Bay, visitors
can explore everything from the Embarcadero of Morro Bay, to the natural areas of a nationally recognized
estuary. Guided tours of the harbor are also available on ferries and glass-bottom boats. Surrounding the bay,
trails and bike lanes make exploring the beautiful area from land safe and enjoyable.
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Morro Bay State Park is located just south of the City of Morro Bay. The park is largely s1ted in a coastal pine
forest and eucalyptus forest. The park has opportunities for sailing, fishing, hiking, and bird watching and
camping. The Park’s museum has exhibits that cover Native American life, geology, and oceanography. The park
includes a county operated golf course that is directly adjacent to the bay and estuary. The park also offers full
service campgrounds with trail and bicycle access to Morro Bay and surrounding areas.
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1]115 unit of the park system faces the ocean just south of Estero Bay and the community of Los Osos. Its wave
swept, seven-mile long shoreline is made up of sandy beaches along the sand spit to the north, and rugged clifts
and headlands to the south. The central and southern part of the park features a number of small coves with
sandy beaches, the most prominent and accessible of which is Spooner’s Cove. Inland from the shoreline is an
ancient wave-cut terrace that was long ago uplifted from the cutting edge of the surf and now appears as a grass
covered coastal plain. The plain sweeps back from the ocean and then curves up sharply upward to 1,500 foot
high hills including Valencia Peak from which one can overlook nearly a 100 miles of the coastline from Point
Sal in the south to Piedras Blancas in the north.

Coast live oak and Bishop pine occur in the chaparral covered hills, and there are willows, big-leat maple, box
elder, myrtle and black cottonwood trees in the stream-cut canyons. Trails have been developed throughout this
uplifted area and hikers are welcome to explore all trails of the park. Motor vehicles must remain on the paved
roads.

The park includes more than 8,000 acres, is largely undeveloped, and features a wide range of wildlife including
rabbits, squirrels, skunks, raccoons, badgers, deer, fox, bobcats, coyote, and even an occasional mountain lion.

There are also many kinds of birds, and in the spring and early summer a brilliant display of wildflowers. It was
the predominantly yellow color of these flowers that inspired the naming of the this area - Montafa de Oro or

Mountain of Gold™.

BISHOP PEAK

One of seven peaks that adorn the Chorro Valley, Bishop Peak, is also one of the most utilized natural features
for recreation in the county. Hikers, rock climbers, bird watchers, and naturalists have long taken advantage of
the peak’s many features. Hiking the peak became more accessible in 1997 when a hiking trail was established.
The introduction of the trail made the area accessible to a far wider group of people. Until then only those
willing to take steep routes covered in thick brush and poison oak (Rhus toxicodendron) could take advantage of
the area.

The peak offers unobstructed views of all of the Morros, Los Osos and Chorro Valleys, San Luis Obispo, and
on clear days, the Pacific Ocean. The 360-degree view from the top of the mountain is one of the best in the
region. For naturalists, the area offers a unique habitat for many animal and plant species, including Peregrine
Falcon and Red-Tailed Hawks, deer, bobcat, coyote, and many small mammals. Plant communities on the
mountain include oak forests and chaparral, and grasslands. The Bishop Peak Natural Reserve also offers
ranger-led hikes for those visitors interested in learning more about the area.
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CHAPTER 2

BYWAY VISION AND IMPROVEMENTS
e Byway Vision
Goals
Policies

Programs
* Interpretatior




Byway Vision

The San Luis Obispo Council of Governments is
recognized by the Federal Highway Administration
as the SLO North Coast Scenic Byway Organization.
This brings the responsibility of developing a plan

to maintain and enhance the Byway and ensure

that requirements of the Scenic Byway Program are
addressed. SLOCOG:'s vision for the corridor is

consistent with other major stakeholders in the area.

Byway Vision Statement:
« . ) . . . . .
Protect the corridor’s intrinsic qualities and natural
resources, while enhancing access, transportation
facilities, and educating the traveling public.”

Byway Goals
A. Protection of intrinsic qualities and resources
B. Improved off-highway non-motorized access
C. Development of the California Coastal Trail
D. Maintain and enhance scenic viewsheds

E. Improved access to public lands, balanced with
protection of natural resources

F. Enhanced aesthetics of highway facilities

G. Commitment to public outreach and involvement

Byway Policies

1.Highway Facilities

Conform to the highest possible aesthetic design

standard approved for use on the state highway system

where appropriate for the site and context.

Al bridges and guardrails aesthetically designed
where appropriate for the site and context.

+  All fencing designed using highest standards and
sited in a way not to obstruct scenic viewsheds, to
the greatest extent feasible consistent with safety
requirements.

s, Caltrans and SLOCOG staff develop a method
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for efficient collaboration on draft project initiatio
and environmental documents to address scenic
Byway issues and concerns.

SLOCOG ensure that projects required to be in
its federally required Transportation Improvement
Plan (TIP) are reviewed by the Byway Advisory
Committee prior to inclusion in the TIP.
Encourage the use of the existing alignment/
roadbed as part of the California Coastal Trail,
with ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)
compliance

Maintenance and rehabilitation of highways and
shoulders should consider the needs and safety of
all travel modes.

2. Off-highway Enhancements &
Non-motorized Facilities

SLOCOG support local efforts to underground
utilities, remove billboards, and improve adjacent
highway facilities with hardscape (i.e. textured
crosswalks) and landscaping.
SLOCOG supports the development of a walking
and bicycling trail on or near the highway to serve
as the non-motorized Scenic Byway. Between the
Monterey County line and Morro Bay this is also
the California Coastal Trail. Between Morro Bay
and San Luis Obispo it is the Chorro Valley Trail.

3. Interpretive Elements
In order to ensure that interpretive topics are
implemented over time, implementation plans
for interpretive elements are encouraged to be
brought to the Byway Advisory Committee for
review, comment, and consensus building.
Interpretive elements in the Byway corridor
incorporate the SLO North Coast Scenic Byway
and America’s Byway logo for continuity of

traveler exper ience.

4. Byway Branding
Members of the Byway Advisory Committee take
efforts to advance the SLO North Coast Scenic
Byway Branding Theme through the use of the
approved Byway logo on facilities and interpretive
media.
'The Byway Advisory Committee develop
guidelines for the Byway logo and its placement.



——,

Byway Programs
(Improvements)

'There are four primary improvement programs:

1. Interpretation

2. Access Improvement Projects
* Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements
* Scenic Vista Points

3. Safety and Operations

4. Scenic Viewshed Protection

Specific projects included in the Byway program were
drawn from a number of different local, regional, state,
and federal plans including:

* Parks and Recreation Element (2006)

* The California Coastal Trail Guide for San Luis
Obispo County (2007)

* SLOCOG's 2010 Regional Transportation Plan
(RTP)

* Morro Bay General Plan (1988)

* North Main Street Specific Plan (1989)

* Morro Bay Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan
(2012)

* County of San Luis Obispo’s North Coast Area
Plan (Revised 2008)

* Estero Bay Area Plans (Revised 2009)

* Caltrans’ State Highway Operation and Protection
Program Plan 2013 (SHOPP)

* California Department of Parks and Recreation
Morro Bay State Park

* San Simeon State Park North Coast Acquisition
Interim Guidelines

* Morro Bay National Estuary Program
Comprehensive Conservation and Management
Plan (2012)

* NOAA Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
Management Plan 2008 (MBNMS)

* California Coastal Conservancy Coastal Trail Plan,
“Completing the California Coastal Trail”

* Northern San Luis Obispo Coastal Trail Plan
(2012)
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‘The improvements planned for the corridor
incorporate those projects that are identified in the
2010 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), as well as
others in the corridor planned by stakeholder agencies.
There is not a strict prioritization of the projects
identified in the plan, and the plan is primarily focused
on short and midterm projects (spanning the next ten
years) due to the fact that activities in the corridor
have been relatively fast paced in recent years.

— Projects that currently have
funding programmed for their development and/or

construction OR will by 2024.

- Projects where no reasonably expected
revenue sources exist for development and/or
construction by 2024.

- Projects where reasonably
expected revenue sources exist for development and/or
construction between 2024 and 2034.

Due to the extensive goals of in the BCP, some
improvements identified in the plan will not be able
to be completed in the plan’s time frame (20 Years).
While there are projects considered very high priority
in the Access Improvement and Safety/Operations
Programs, there is a desire to balance improvements
so that other priorities move forward that will
compliment improvements made. For example, as
important projects such as the Morro Bay harbor
walk extension and Morro Bay - Cayucos Connector
are implemented, there should also be an emphasis
on implementing interpretive elements as a part

of those facilities. Since the corridor is designated
“All-American Road”, there is a desire to continue
implementing a Byway branding program that brings
continuity to travelers’ experiences.




One of the primary goals of the BCP is to
improve the interpretive elements along the Byway.
Interpretive elements are those media that provide
travelers of the highway with educational information
and improve their understanding of the corridor’s
qualities. Examples of completed elements in the
corridor include: educational signage, interpretive
signs, way finding signage, kiosks, exhibits, tours, and
brochures. These elements are incorporated into areas
that Byway travelers are drawn to, and which provide
access to the intrinsic qualities being described.

Some of the images and features most recognized in
San Luis Obispo County include the Morros, Morro
Bay Estuary, Hearst Castle, and the rocky coastline of
the north coast serving as the southern gateway to the
Big Sur Coast All-American Road. The locally stated
marketing objective of the San Luis Obispo County
Visitor’s Conference Bureau (VCB) is to institute a
“branding” campaign that provides a very pleasant
image depicting San Luis Obispo County as a natural
escape. Visitors bond to this region as “California’s
Natural Escape,” providing renewal, peace of mind,
and a getaway from the urban areas of San Joaquin
Valley, Los Angeles Basin and the San Francisco Bay
Area, with its year-round weather for experiencing the
natural treasures of the county.

Highway 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Scenic
Byway, is one of the focal points of tourism activity

in this county, with approximately 800,000 visitors
traveling to Hearst Castle each year. On a “universal
access” level, one of the greatest opportunities to
inform and educate the visiting public of these
natural and historic treasures will be at the Hearst
Castle visitor’s center. Other opportunities to provide
integrated ADA access, that is the development of
facilities with careful consideration of individuals with
different physical, mental, and social needs, is a stated
objective for the interpretation of natural, historic, and
cultural information for the Byway.
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Interpretive Goals & Objectives

* To provide information to visitors about the
natural, historic and cultural resources on the San
Luis Obispo North Coast Byway in a manner that
they might use this information to educate and
promote interest in the corridor while supporting a
traveler experience complimentary with the overall

Scenic Byway goals along Highway 1.

 To increase public awareness of the management
activities of conservation groups and local,
state, and federal public agencies, and therefore
encourage on-going preservation efforts.

* To more fully distribute and publicize, utilizing a
variety of media (brochures, guides, social media),
the Byway’s intrinsic qualities.

 To utilize media technologies which require
less visual clutter and built elements in the
scenic viewshed while maximizing interpretive
opportunities.

* To develop integrated ADA facilities to
accommodate all people visiting the San Luis

Obispo North Coast Scenic Byway.
Types of Interpretive Media

'The Hearst Castle Visitor Center is an excellent public
facility managed by the Department of Parks and
Recreation. The observation deck on the east end of
the castle’s visitor center complex offers a wonderful
vantage point from which to view Hearst Castle 1,600
foot above the center. In the Center, visitors are able
to view, Hearst Castle - Building the Dream, on the
Hearst Castle theater 5-story screen.

Coastal Discovery Center at San Simeon Bay, located
at W.R. Hearst Memorial State Beach, the new center
highlights the connection between the land and sea



through engaging exhibits and interpretation
provided by highly trained volunteers. The Center
offers an exciting way for visitors to learn about
the natural and cultural treasures of the region, and
the role sanctuaries, parks, and the public play in
protecting these treasures for future generations.
'This new environmental interpretive facility provides
education to the public about the region’s spectacular
offshore and land resources.”

'The Morro Bay Natural History Museum, located

in Morro Bay State Park also provides the traveler
with the opportunity to gain insights into the natural
interpretive qualities of the corridor.

At Site in the Byway
Interpretive signage provides visitors to a site with
a story to enhance the experience. The SLO North
Coast Scenic Byway Interpretive Signage Plan is
provided in whole for reference in Appendix A. Signs
are not designed to provide detailed information, but
to bring interest, thought and understanding of what
visitors are seeing and experiencing. It is recommended
that a site have a common and consistent theme and/
or message between the media to reinforce what is
trying to be conveyed about the site and the overall
corridor. Examples include:

1. SLO North Coast Scenic Byway Interpretive

Signage Plan (Appendix A)

2. Caltrans Vista Point Interpretive Signage

3. Friends of the Elephant Seals Interpretive Signs

4. City of Morro Bay Interpretive and Wayfinding

Signs
5. SLO City Signage Program
6. State Park Signage Program

Along Route 1

Signage is an important element in the improvement
of the corridor. There is a need to strike a balance
between providing information to travelers and
avoiding unnecessary clutter. Caltrans has the
authority to regulate signage on the state highway
system and all highway signage is required to meet

their approval.
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Standards for scenic highway signing are published
in the Caltrans Traffic Manual. They call for the

following:

*  Posting standard poppy signs (48”x 26”), when
appropriate, with the words “scenic route,” to
identify routes, which have been designated as
official state scenic highways. The sign is installed
on the right at the beginning of the scenic route. A
standard sign indicating “begin” (26”x 12”) may be
used with this sign.

*  Posting standard poppy signs (12”x 18” or 18”

x 27”) at beginning, end and/or intermittent
locations on the state scenic highway. These signs
are posted below and on the same post as the
route shields. On conventional highways, these
signs will be installed at important urban and rural
intersections and at three- to five-mile intervals

in rural areas. Standard signs indicating “begin”
(26”x 127) and/or “end” (18”x 12”) may be used in
combination with these signs.

*  Posting standard five-sided poppy signs (18”x
18” or 247x 24”) at beginning and/or intermittent
locations on the county scenic highway.

SLOCOG believes that an important part of the
branding of the Byway corridor as a unique area
that has been bestowed special recognition should
be communicated to Byway travelers. It is this
communication element that will help foster interest
and encourage them to seek more information about
the Byway corridor and what it has to offer.

The National Scenic Byways Program encourages
use of the America’s Byway logo as a part of the
branding of the Byway’s program. To support national
recognition and maintain interregional continuity,
SLO envisions using the America’s Byways logo in
addition to the SLO North Coast Scenic Byway logo,
which can be seen below. As stated in the Interpretive
Signage Plan, “The SLO Coast Byway logo will be
attached to road signs carrying the California Scenic
Route “poppy and mountain”logo.” This logo was

approved by the Board in October 2010.



Signage Recommendations:

Initiate a comprehensive signage plan for the corridor

to include:

*  Design and placement of scenic Byway signage

*  Guidelines for each category of sign (i.e.
regulatory, visitor serving, etc.)

* Recommendations on existing signs (retain,
remove, or relocate)

*  Guidelines to minimize “clutter.”

Kiosks /Wayside Exhibit Panels

Kiosks range from covered signs to roofed structures,

which provide information. An interpretive kiosk

or wayside exhibit panel shall be placed at selected

major access points that have outstanding interpretive

teatures. Since various agencies will be responsible

for the design, fabrication, and installation of the

kiosks or wayside exhibit panels the design will be the
responsibility of the agency. However, each kiosk or
panel should include the SLO North Coast Scenic

Byway Logo. Each jurisdiction is encouraged to also

include their logo adjacent to other partner logos.

Kiosks offer several advantages.

* Kiosks are larger and trail users who visit parks
will identify these structures as places to get
information. In addition, these structures provide
shade to the viewers.

* Kiosks need to be placed in locations that do not
block or impact the view shed, or intrinsic quality.

*  Materials used are high-quality, durable material.

* Designs of the interpretive panels are attractive
and professional.

s .. 'The site of the kiosk should meet current

American with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards

Spotting Scopes
Spotting Scopes offer visitors a better view of the
elements that are being interpreted. These should
be provided at sites that include interpretation of
intrinsic qualities that would be enhanced with the
use of optical magnification.

Tours
Guided and self-guided tours are offered by different
agencies along the scenic byway. Guided tours
vary in length and topic by location and may cover
natural and/or cultural history. Self-guided tours
are available at some trailheads and are usually
accompanied by interpretive panels spaced out
along a walkway or trail, or by brochures that direct
byway explorers to different viewing spots and give
interpretive information specific to what can be seen
from each vantage point.

Opportunities and Constraints
for On-Site Interpretation

'The interpretation of the Byway will occur over long
periods of time. Since a number of agencies will be
contributing to the interpretation of Byway resources,
we encourage the use of the guidelines from the
Interpretative Signage Plan and the following:

1. Determine the specific location of the kiosk or
wayside panel in order to maximize the intended
purpose while not adversely affecting scenic
quality or other resources.

2. Provide access to the disabled community, and
ensure compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, as reasonable.

3. Hire an exhibit designer to develop the
interpretive panels that go in the interpretive
kiosks or the wayside exhibit panels. These tasks
will involve:

* Complete research and work with staft to
fine-tune the theme, text, and proposed
graphics for each panel.

* Collect the graphic resources (maps, drawings,
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photograph, and artwork).
* Copyright permission will need to be acquired.
* Complete the design approval process by
having key partners and selected public
members review the draft interpretive panel.
* Fabricate the interpretive panel/s.
* Install the wayside interpretive panels or place
the interpretive panels into the installed kiosks.
4. Maintain the kiosks and wayside panels. They
must be periodically inspected, damaged sections
repaired, vandalism repaired or graffiti removed,
and deteriorated panels replaced.'®
5. Investing in smart technologies such as QR codes

connecting to a website and or a mobile application

can reduce visual clutter and resource use. These
technologies should be considered when additional
interpretation improvements are desired.

Interpretation by
Byway Segment

'The following section outlines the Interpretive Zones
of the Byway and the recommended topics, themes
to be present in interpretive media, for each of these
Zones.

Topics
* History of Hearst Castle
* Piedras Blancas Lighthouse
* “Carmel-San Simeon Highway”
* California Coastal Trail
* Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
* Elephant Seal

* Coastal Resources

Existing Programs

— (History, Educational Programs/
California Department of Parks and Recreation)
Besides the principal objective of preservation and
protection of Hearst Castle, the most important aspect
is the interpretation of the Castle to the public. The
observation deck on the east end of the castle’s visitor
center complex offers a wonderful vantage point
from which to view Hearst Castle 1,600 feet above
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the center. In the Center, visitors are able to view
Hearst Castle - Building the Dream, on the National
Geographic large format IMAX theater (five-story

screen with seven-channel digital surround sound).

Five tours, led by experienced guides/docents, are
offered to witness first-hand the majesty and beauty
of this historical treasure. Located in the Visitor
Center is The William Randolph Hearst exhibit
offering guests an insightful look into the Castle,

its architect Julia Morgan, and its owner W.R.
Hearst. Family histories, vintage photographs, and
historical documents provide a more intimate look
at Mr. Hearst’s personal life. In the “touch gallery”
of the Visitor’s Center there is a display of tiles,
marble, textiles, and other materials used in the art
and architecture of the Castle that allows guests to
experience the collection in a tactile way not allowed
on the tours.

— (California
Department of Parks and Recreation, California
Department of Fish and Game, and the Monterey
Bay National Marine Sanctuary Program) There are
a number of vista points in the Big Sur Gateway that
provide visitors with the opportunity to learn about
the marine ecosystem. Located along Moonstone
Beach Drive in north Cambria, at William Randolph
Hearst Memorial State Beach in Old San Simeon,
and Ragged Point, the vista points give ideal views of
the coastline. Kiosks located in these areas provide
information along trails and at coastal access points



about the California Sea Otter, Elephant Seal colony,
and other marine resources

— (History, Limited
Public Access, Educational Programs/Bureau of
Land Management, Cambria Historical Society, and
California Department of Parks and Recreation).
‘The Piedras Blancas lighthouse tower and the oil
house building were listed on the National Register
of Historic Places. A tour runs three times per week,
meeting at the Piedras Blancas Motel. As a result
of existing native dune plant community restoration
projects between State Parks and the BLM, Congress
has designated the lands around the lighthouse as a
tederally recognized “Outstanding Natural Area.”
Environmental education for schools and citizens
in the area, active volunteer groups to help maintain
and operate the site, and partnerships with California
State Parks, the Friends of the Elephant Seals,
Cambria Historical Society and others will provide
opportunities to share resources and expertise. The
development and opening of this site will provide
access to a part of the California coast that has been
locked up for 126 years. Guided tours, in coordination
with Hearst Castle tours, will structure access and
limit operational impacts to Highway 1.

Tour groups walking the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse

grounds.

Topics
* Harmony Valley
* Dairy farming history
* Cambria Air Force Station History
* Cambria
* Coastal Pine Forest
* History of Town
* Route 1

Existing Programs

—The ranch recently unveiled a
number of new interpretive panels for visitors to the
ranch.

— History, Educational Museum/
Cambria Historical Society-Cambria Community
Services District was awarded grant funds by
SLOCOG, which were used to restore and preserve
the Bianchini House as a museum and a community
center in the town of Cambria. This pioneer home and
its heritage gardens have become a village centerpiece,
cherished by visitors and locals for generations. The
Cambria Historical Society has produced and updated
a permanent exhibit about the historical Carmel-
San Simeon Highway (also known as the Roosevelt
Highway in honor of President Theodore Roosevelt),
which provides visitors the opportunity to appreciate
the historical significance of Highway 1.

— As stated before, the
Coastal Discovery Center at San Simeon Bay, located
at W.R. Hearst Memorial State Beach, the new center
highlights the connection between the land and sea
through engaging exhibits and interpretation provided
by highly trained volunteers. The Center offers an
exciting way for visitors to learn about the natural
and cultural treasures of the region, and the role
sanctuaries, parks, and the public play in protecting
these treasures for future generations.
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Topics

* Cayucos
* Davidson Seamount

* Community history Morro Bay
* Fishing history
* Morro Rock

* Morro Bay Estuary
* Estuarine habitat
* Birds (habitat, migratory patterns, significance

of Morro Bay, habits)

* Fish nursery
* Threats

* Route 1

Existing Programs

(Educational, Children’s Program, Vista Overlook/
California Department of Parks and Recreation) -
'The Museum includes 26 interactive exhibits, plus
seasonal and rotating exhibits. Topics interpreted
include: the “forces of nature,” estuary, plants, wildlife,
Native Americans, human impacts on the area, and
more. Renovations were completed in 2010 to make
the Museum compliant with the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA).

'The museum also offers educational programs, known
as the “estuarine experience.” 'The program includes

4 subject areas: Estuary, Birds, Marine Mammals,

and Native Americans, a hike up one of the Morros,

a trek to a bird rookery, a scientific exploration of the
mudflats, up-close demonstrations in the museum’s
learning center, and a session of hands-on activities.
Discussions at each venue reflect the new state science
standards for grades 3 to 7. All this happens under the

direction of trained docents.

Topics
* Morros - Geologic Processes, habitats,
meteorology
* Camp San Luis Obispo
* SLO to Morro Bay RR Line

Existing Programs

- 'The reserve offers
ranger-led hikes for those visitors interested in
learning more about the area. Available times can be

tound of the City of San Luis Obispo’s Website.

- (Educational and Children’s
Program/San Luis Obispo County Office of
Education) Tucked away in the hills above San Luis
Obispo is the Rancho El Chorro Outdoor School, a
natural preserve, a school campus, and an extraordinary
learning resource. Here, on 250 protected acres,
elementary students literally reach out and “touch”
the natural world and explore their place within it.
Rancho El Chorro Outdoor School is “hands-on
learning”--environmental education at its best--and
the Rancho El Chorro staft has been providing it for
over 26 years. More than 130,000 school children have
enjoyed and benefited from the Rancho EI Chorro
facilities and program, and have left with a new sense
of wonder of the natural world.

- (Connecting
people with nature through education and exploration)
From gardening practices to nature study to cooking
classes and everything in between- the San Luis
Obispo Botanical Garden offers a full range of
engaging activities for adults, families and children of
all ages.




Access Improvements
'The primary improvements in the Byway corridor are
related to improving access. This section identifies
corridor planned and completed improvements that
will allow all users to gain better access and increase
education of the corridor’s intrinsic qualities. Access
improvements will include on and oft-highway bicycle
facilities, pedestrian trails and boardwalks, and scenic
vista points and staging areas. Many of these projects
will include interpretive elements to enhance their
experience. Together, it is planned that visitors will
have unsurpassed access to experience and explore the
sites and activity centers of the corridor.

'The Byway corridor offers incredible opportunities
for bicycling. The Byway is a part of the Pacific
Coast Bike Route and California Coastal Trail. It
is also showcased in many cycling events such as the
Slabtown Rollers’ Country Coast Classic Bike Ride,
Best Buddies Challenge, and the Mazda Foundation
Million Dollar Challenge. In 2005, The AMGEN
Tour of California began annually including the
Byway in the official cyclist route. The Byway also
offers a variety of rides in a number of different
landscapes and terrain for all types of cyclists.

San Luis Obispo County, the City of Morro

Bay, Caltrans, and SLOCOG have all included
improvements to the corridor’s non-motorized
transportation system in their adopted plans with the
vision of an integrated local and regional system. This
system is composed of Class I, II, and III bikeways,
and pedestrian boardwalks that will enable people

to safely bicycle for both commuting and recreation
purposes.

Highway 1 is a popular route for dedicated cyclists
who ride long distances on the Central Coast. Many
even ride the entire stretch between San Luis Obispo
and Monterey. The very narrow and circuitous traverse
along the cliffs of the Santa Lucia Range becomes

a problem for novice riders in the northern area of
the corridor, however, widening the highway south

to San Carpoforo Creek is likely to be geologically,

JAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
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environmentally, and/or financially infeasible.
Increasing opportunities for non-motorized modes
of transportation is a primary goal of the San Luis
Obispo Council of Governments, which is reflected
in its Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). 'The
plan identifies opportunities for further improving
bicycle and pedestrian opportunities through the
corridor with the development of a multi-use trail
system off the state highway system where feasible.
When complete, this system will offer residents and
visitors an uninterrupted scenic experience through
the human and natural communities of the corridor
and compliment the stated objectives of the California
Coastal Trail.

Highway
'The scenic Byway corridor is heavily used by bicyclists,
drawing cyclists from around the country, and around
the world. Improving the highway for these users
is an important goal for safety and access. Highway
1 has adequate shoulders through the majority of
the Byway corridor. However, shoulders become
very narrow or are absent in the northern reaches of
the corridor (north of San Carporforo Creek PM
71.5) as the highway enters the very narrow and
circuitous traverse along the cliffs of the Santa Lucia
Range. Also, Caltrans has been working to improve
the shoulders to 4 feet and has made significant
progress north of Hearst Castle in recent years. The
Piedras Blancas Realignment has been funded and
will relocate 2.8 miles of the highway subject to bluft
erosion approximately 475 feet east of the existing
corridor. This presents an opportunity for integrating
the Coastal Trail along the existing corridor. South of
Hearst Castle, shoulders vary between 8 and 10 feet.

However, the Toro Creek Bridge in Morro Bay

(PM 32.6) has been one area of concern due to a
lack of shoulders on the southbound structure. The
northbound bridge structure lacks shoulders, forcing
cyclists to share the mainline with motorized vehicles
in a relatively high-speed area.

Off-Highway

A primary objective for the corridor is to improve the
oft-highway access for cyclists and pedestrians. While
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—” many of the more experienced cyclists will choose
to continue using the highway’s shoulders rather than
oft-highway alternatives, most travelers would prefer
to have opportunities to be separated from motorized
traffic to enjoy the corridor.

To improve opportunities for these users, a network of
off-highway non-motorized facilities is planned (see
the maps at the end of this chapter).

Class | Multi-use paths - County and regional plans
call for class I paths in areas of the Highway 1 corridor
that lack parallel routes. Areas that are planned

to have class I paths include Cal Poly to Cuesta
College, Cuesta College to Morro Bay, and Morro

Bay to Cayucos. The projects will link Morro Bay

and Cayucos, which are currently connected only via
Highway 1. The addition of the connector will provide
an off-highway alternative for non-motorized travelers,
as well as dramatically improve coastal and recreational
access along the most utilized beach in the corridor.

Pedestrian Boardwalks — There have been six
pedestrian boardwalks constructed since 2000 in the
corridor and others are planned. The construction

of the boardwalks has resulted in both access to, and
protection of the resources they serve. Existing
boardwalks in the Byway corridor include Elfin Forest
in Los Osos, Morro Bay Marina, Morro Bay Harbor
walk, Moonstone Beach Boardwalk in Cambria, and at
two boardwalks at Elephant Seal Beach north of Point

Piedras Blancas.

— There are a number of opportunities
for visitors to the Byway corridor to get oft the beaten
path onto unimproved hiking/biking trails. The
following list identifies some of the trail systems
available to the public in the Byway corridor:

* Bishop Peak Natural Reserve

* EIl Chorro Regional Park

*  Montafa de Oro State Park

*  Morro Bay State Park

*  Morro Strand State Beach

* Estero Bluffs

* Harmony Headlands State Park

38

* Fiscalini Ranch

* San Simeon State Park

* San Simeon Sate Park North
'The areas and the opportunities to expand these
opportunities have grown tremendously in recent
years with the increase in property acquisitions that
have taken place in the corridor. Caltrans secured
approximately 18 miles of Hearst property west of
Highway 1 in 2004 as a part of the Hearst Ranch
scenic conservation easement. This acquisition,
coupled with others, is rapidly making the vision
of a continuous California Coastal Trail segment
(CCT) in the Byway corridor a feasible opportunity
in the foreseeable future. Subsequent to this Caltrans
purchase, the land was transferred to the California
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to

manage access and resources.

DPR has since developed interim guidelines for

the management of the property. These guidelines,
developed with substantial public involvement, provide
initial steps that DPR has in implementing the CCT
on this remarkable property. The guidelines show
plans for both vertical and lateral access of the trail, as
well as connections to vehicle access points. Working
directly with DPR, stakeholders of the North Coast
Byway will provide valuable input in the ultimate
management of the North Coast Acquisition.

The corridor has over a dozen formal and informal
pullouts/scenic vista points. Most of the areas are
informal and unimproved. Improvement of some of
these sites into access points staging areas or wayward
exhibits is a goal of the DCP to be achieved over
time. Improvements of these sites would include
paving, interpretive elements, and access to resources.
'The improvement of these vista points will provide
opportunities to improve visitor access and education.
Which sites to improve, which to consolidate, and
which to leave will be part of a more specific effort

in coming years. For informational purposes, an
inventory of these locations is included in Appendix F.
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'The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is responsible for ensuring the condition and operation
of state highway facilities as well as developing improvements where needed. These improvement projects

are identified and largely funded through the State Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP).
Types of projects identified in the SHOPP that address safety improvements include median barriers, turn-
channelization projects, bridge replacements, and improvement of bridges and rail bridges.

'The California Coastal Act has a provision that north of Cayucos Highway 1 will be maintained as a two lane
conventional highway outside of urban reserve lines. Planned improvements to the Highway 1 corridor are
primarily associated with maintaining and enhancing the existing system. Examples of planned improvements
include signalization where warrants are met, scenic pullouts, left and right turn channelization and passing
lanes where appropriate and necessary. These improvements are designed to maintain adequate operations of the
highway for residents and visitors, while also preserving the rural character of the area, a stated policy of local
land use plans.

Improvements envisioned for the corridor include enhancement projects such as completion of pedestrian

and bicycle facilities, applying community sensitive design, and developing amenities, such as landscaping
beautification and scenic pullout projects. A realignment of the highway is planned for the highway north of
San Simeon from approximately the Piedras Blancas Lighthouse to Arroyo de La Cruz (approximately 5 miles).
'This realignment is planned in response to the continued erosion of the coastline which is a continuing threat to
the highway’s operations. Currently there are a number of alternatives for the realignment that would align the
corridor to varying degree to the east.
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Conservation Easements
Acquiring conservation easements is also a way

to protect the viewshed of the Byway. SLOCOG

assisted in the acquisition of the San Geronimo

& 'The beautification of the Byway is part of an
ongoing regional effort to reduce the impact roads
have on the communities and enhance the traveler’s
experience. To enhance the beauty of the highway

corridor, improvements to infrastructure are planned Ranch conservation easement, consisting of
and encouraged. They include: approximately 900 acres. The easement is bordered
* Gateway monuments by Highway 1 as well as the Estero Blufts State Park
* Sensitive fencing treatments for approximately 2 miles. Easements like this one,
* Textured crosswalks limits new development, subdivision, and visibility
* Landscaping beautification of new structures from Highway 1. As part of a
* Sensitive sign placement comprehensive effort to preserve the visual quality of
* Billboard removal the corridor, Caltrans holds a Scenic Conservation
« Aesthetic railings that provide the Byway user [§ Easement over much of the land west of Highway 2
protection but are esthetically pleasing between Pico Point and Ragged Point.

* Removal of non-native plant species

* Conservation easements

» Utilities Undergrounding
A listing of the improvements by corridor zone are
included in this chapter.

Utilities Undergrounding
One of the major highway beautification
enhancements is utilities undergrounding. Overhead
utilities, prevalent in some areas of the corridor,
detract from some of the scenic viewshed along the
corridor. The Scenic Byway Committee will prioritize
the undergrounding of utilities for implementation
of projects, and others identified in the plan. To be
implemented, all enhancement projects on private
property identified in this plan would require full

agreement by funding agencies and property owners.

Billboard Removal
'The Byway has several billboards along this route that
advertise commercial uses which detracts from the
scenic view shed, community character, and the rural
nature of the area around the highway. The Scenic
Byway Committee will prioritize the removal of these
billboards for implementation. These billboard are
privately owned therefore removal will require approval
of their owners. Funding to reimburse these owners
for loss of income caused by the removal of their
billboard will likely be the required. Another option for
billboard removal would be to condition its removal if
the property owner applies for a discretionary permit
through the County or Cities permit process.

—
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Corridor Wide

Corridor-wide priorities in the short and mid-term will include:

Byway Branding Implementation- Design Byway logo

ik

Design Comprehensive Interpretive Signage Plan

Implement Byway and Interpretive Signage Plan X
Design Byway Gateway Program X
Comprehensive Scenic Viewshed Preservation Plan X
Utilities Undergrounding X
Aesthetic Improvements: Landscaping, Aesthetics X

bridge railings

San Simeon North Segment

'The highest priorities in the short and mid-term for this northern most segment will be the realignment of
Highway 1 at Piedras Blancas, the development of the California Coastal Trail, and improving select vista points
for improvement to wayside exhibits

Interpretation/Byway Signage

Interpretive Elements at Key Locations X
Improve Overlook to Wayside Exhibit X
Byway Highway Signs and Logos X

Community Enhancements

San Simeon Gateway Monument X

Access Improvements
San Simeon Creek/ Washburn Boardwalk X
California Coastal Trail

Beach Access at Key Locations

Route I Roadside Recreational Facilities

slkadle

Safety and Operational Improvements

Highway 1 Realignment (Piedras Blancas) X X
San Simeon Circulation Enhancements X
Weymouth Street at SR 1 Traffic Signal and Channelization X
Windsor Blvd. at Main Street at SR 1 Traffic Signal for

X X
Frontage Rd.




Harmony Valley
'The highest priorities in the short and mid-term in the Harmony Valley Segment will be removing billboards and
utility undergrounding.

Interpretation/Byway Signage
Interpretive Elements at Key Locations X
Byway Hig

hway Signs and Logos

I

Community Enhancements

Cambria Gateway Monument X
Billboard Removal (willing sellers) X
Utility Undergrounding (willing sellers) X

Access Improvements

Overlook/Staging Area (Fiscalini Ranch) | [ | X |

Safety and Operational Improvements

Harmony Left-turn Channelization X

Estero Bay

'The highest priorities in the short and mid-term in the Estero Bay Segment will be providing oft-highway
facilities for non-motorized travelers to provide access to views and recreational opportunities. Coupled with
those projects will be interpretive elements. Also, an emphasis will be placed on improving fencing, landscaping,

and highway ramps that enhance the North Main Area of Morro Bay.

Interpretation/Byway Signage
Interpretive Elements at Key Locations X

Byway Highway Signs and Logos X

Community Enhancements

Morro Bay Highway 1 Enhancements

Morro Bay Gateway Monuments

ikl

Improve Fencing and Landscaping

Access Improvements

Morro Bay Harbor Walk X
Morro Bay - Cayucos Connector X

Morro Bay State Park Marina Boardwalk X
Estero Bluffs Improvements - Vista Points and Access X
East/ West Subterranean Highway Crossings X

Morro Bay Harborwalk Extension & Morro Creek Bridge X

Hwy 1 Bridge over Toro Creek Add Bicycle Lanes and X

Aesthetic Bridge Railings

Improved Beach Access at North Point X
Cayucos Bike Improvements X

Toro Creek Rd. over Toro Creek, Bridge No. 49C0384 X

42



Morros/ Chorro Valley

'The highest priorities in the short and mid-term in the Morros Segment were installing gateway signs/
monuments for San Luis Obispo and Morro Bay, as well as Byway signage (logos). There is also a need for a
scenic overlook/interpretive area in segment. Further, there is a desire to mitigate/remove structures/areas that
detract from the scenic vistas. Developing the Chorro Valley Trail is a high priority for the area.

Interpretation/Byway Signage

Interpretive Elements at Key Locations X X
Byway Highway Signs and Logos X
Interpretation Signage X X
San Luis Obispo Community Gateway Monument X
Highway Screening X

Billboard Removal (willing sellers) X

Access Improvements

Vista Overlook (Morros) X

Chorro Valley Trail X
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'This SBCP is intended to evolve and be modified
over time. It has been developed in collaboration with
the state and local jurisdictions to reflect their policies
and interests and ultimately respond to changes in
local jurisdiction involvement, public priorities, and
new financial information.

Monitoring of the overall effectiveness and success
of the Scenic Byway Corridor Plan is essential.
Regularly scheduled triennial review of the plan will
allow it to respond to the needs of local jurisdictions
and the state. The Byway Advisory Committee

may elect to schedule more frequent reviews to
address exceptional circumstances, or respond to

a jurisdiction’s request for plan modifications. To
make changes, amendments or corrections to the
enhancement plan, the agencies involved in managing
the Byway will need to take the steps outlined in this
section.

Plan Update Responsibilities
SLOCOG and the Byway Advisory Committee
voting membership will be active partners in the
ongoing management of the BCP. SLOCOG, with
input from the North Coast Scenic Byway Advisory
Committee, will serve as the principal decision-
making body for the Byway Plan and Program,
consistent with its authority and in collaboration with
local and state jurisdictions. Major authorities within

the Byway corridor include:

* California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans)

+  City of Morro Bay

*  County of San Luis Obispo

 California Department of Parks and Recreation

* (California Coastal Commission

SLOCOG staft will facilitate and provide
administration and oversight of the plan and the
update process.

Update and amendment factors for consideration
will include:

1. Adding or promoting features (i.e. Intrinsic
Qualities) and/or strategies;

2. Deleting or demoting features and/or strategies;

3. Adding or significantly modifying projects

Review
'The designated decision-making body, SLOCOG,
will schedule a periodic Scenic Byway Corridor
Plan review. The goals and objectives of the Scenic
Byway Corridor Plan will be reviewed by SLOCOG,
Caltrans, and other jurisdictional stakeholders to
ensure that they still meet the state and jurisdiction
vision for the corridor as a scenic Byway. The direction
and projects within the plan will be reviewed to ensure
their relevance to and consistency with the goals and
objectives of the plan. SLOCOG will incorporate any
changes in goals, objectives, and procedures into the
enhancement plan.
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7 A variety of potential sources of funding are
available for the implementation of projects. Some
examples are as follows.

Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA)
Funding Programs

'The following programs were reauthorized under
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act
(MAP-21) which is a two-year funding program
approved in July 2012 by congressional action.

Surface Transportation Program (STP) / State
Highway Account (SHA)

'The Surface Transportation Program (STP) provides
flexible funding that may be used by States and
localities for projects on any Federal-aid highway,
including the National Highway System, bridge
projects on any public road (not classified as local or
rural minor collectors), transit capital projects, and
intra-city and intercity bus terminals and facilities.
'The federal share for STP funds is generally 80
percent, subject to the sliding scale adjustment. A rural
allocation is directly allocated to all counties (included
within the Base amount). Historically, SLOCOG’s
STP funds have been exchanged with the State for
State Highway Account (SHA) funds. The advantage
of this exchange is that the revenue is no longer
subject to federal regulations. This allows the cities
and county to significantly reduce the amount of time
and cost required to build a transportation project by
having only to meet state and local regulations. The
disadvantage of exchanging the revenue is that the

use of the revenue becomes less flexible. The SHA
funds are subject to the restrictions of Article 19 of the
State Constitution and can only be used on Surface
Transportation projects.

'This revenue stream is currently the most flexible

of SLOCOG's funding sources and is assumed

stable. Typical projects funded in this program
include: roadways, bridges, transit capital, bicycle, and
pedestrian projects. This revenue stream is allocated to
the region on a formula basis.
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Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

In MAP-21, Congress changed the Transportation
Enhancements program and other non- motorized
transportation programs, compromising between

the positions of groups that wanted more funding

tor these programs and groups that wanted to
eliminate these programs entirely. The compromise
eliminated certain types of activities from the list

of eligible transportation enhancements, renamed

the transportation enhancements group of activities
“transportation alternatives,” and combined this group
of activities with the former Recreational Trails and
Safe Routes to Schools programs under one umbrella
program called Transportation Alternatives Program
(TAP). The TAP provides funding for programs

and projects defined as transportation alternatives,
including on- and off-road pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-
driver access to public transportation and enhanced
mobility, community improvement activities, and
environmental mitigation; recreational trail program
projects; safe routes to school projects; and projects for
planning, designing, or constructing boulevards and
other roadways largely in the right-of-way or former
Interstate System routes or other divided highways.

'The State of California has also developed a new fund
program: Active Transportation Program (ATP).
Since the TAP funds are included within the State’s

ATP, funds from the TAP will be accounted for in the
ATP. This program is discussed in the next section.

State Funding Programs

Active Transportation Program (ATP)

Active transportation involves the traveler being
physically active, such as by biking or walking to a
destination. Increasing the use of active transportation
as a mode of travel can have several benefits, such

as: improving health and relieving congestion. The
tollowing programs were identified to fund and
support active transportation projects. The 2013-14
State Budget consolidated these programs into a
single active transportation program administered by

Caltrans. a
)\




Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP).
'The TAP (previous RTPs include Transportation
Enhancements) is a federally funded grant
program administered by Caltrans. The program
tunds various projects such as bicycle lanes,
pedestrian improvements, and recreational trails.
Environmental Enhancement Mitigation
Program. The Environmental Enhancement
Mitigation Program, which is administered by
the state’s Natural Resources Agency, primarily
tunds roadway landscaping, roadside recreation,
and environmental enhancements. The program
also funds bicycle infrastructure projects, such as

building bicycle paths.

SB 45 (1997) amended state statute giving significant
local control over the programming of the 75% of the
State Highway Account funds that flow into the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). In
2002 and before, the San Luis Obispo RTIP received
approximately $7.5M/yr from the State fuel-tax-
funded State Highway Account (as well as $7.5M/yr
from the federal fuel tax). The Fuel Tax Swap of 2010
eliminated Proposition 42 (2002) provisions, and now
the RTIP is solely funded by state’s variable fuel excise
tax. After paying for Transportation Debt Services,
the STIP receives 44% of revenues collected.

RTIP funds are the region’s primary source of funding
Highway improvements. Allowable uses also include:
capital improvement projects including local roads,
public transit (including buses), pedestrian and bicycle
facilities, grade separations, transportation system
management, transportation demand management,
sound walls, inter-modal facilities and safety.

Under the provisions of the company’s Rule 20A, an
electric tariff filed with the California Public Utilities
Commission, PG&E places 30 miles of overhead
electric facilities underground within its service area.
Projects performed under Rule 20A are nominated by
a city, county or municipal agency and discussed with
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company, as well as other
utilities. The costs for undergrounding under Rule 20A
are recovered through electric rates after the project is
completed.”’

As owner and operator, Caltrans is responsible for
maintaining, operating, and preserving the State
Highway System (SHS). The purpose of the SHOPP
is to maintain and preserve the investment in the SHS
and its supporting infrastructure. The SHS consists
ot 50,000 lane miles of pavement, 12,559 bridges,
205,000 culverts and drainage facilities, 87 roadside
rest areas and 29,183 acres of roadside landscaping.
'There are 440 support facilities, including equipment
shops, maintenance stations, transportation materials
laboratories, and testing facilities. Candidate projects
that meet specific SHOPP program criteria are
identified in the 10-year SHOPP plan. The financially
constrained 10-year SHOPP reflects the expected
revenues for the program. Caltrans then nominates
the highest priority projects to compete statewide to
be programmed in the four-year SHOPP. Projects
along the corridor eligible for funding include: bridge
rails, realignments, roadway and roadside preservation.
An example of an realignment project on Route 1 is
the Piedras Blancas Realignment project. This project
has been funded and will relocate 2.8 miles of the
highway subject to bluft erosion approximately 475

teet east of the existing corridor.

Local Funding Sources
Local revenue sources are classified as either general
purpose or special purpose. General purpose revenues
- which include various taxes, fees, rates, and fines -
flow directly into a jurisdiction’s General Fund, such as
sales and use taxes, locally imposed general taxes, and
business license fees. Local jurisdictions may choose to
use general fund moneys to help finance transportation
projects or services, or as local matching funds for
transportation grants.
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CHNICAL ASSISTANCE
Vmanaging Highway 1 as a National Scenic Byv&;ay as
documented in the Scenic Byway Corridor Plan
Under these conditions, the following steps must be
taken:

offices, the following organizations and agencies
can provide information and technical services to
assist in interpreting and protecting scenic, natural,
archaeological, historic, cultural, and recreational

) 1. A city or county representative sends notification
resources related to this plan. 24 &y rep

to SLOCOG. The notification should include
N the rationale for the decision to be removed and
Organizations . . . ..
. . describe regional or plan impacts of that decision.
* Scenic America ; e L
. 2. Upon receipt of the notification, a de-designation
* 'The Trust for Public Land . o
review meeting is set up and attended by the local
jurisdiction (and, in the case of a city, the county
within which the city is located), Scenic Byway
Comnmittee, representatives, SLOCOG, Caltrans,

* The Nature Conservancy

* National Scenic Byways Clearinghouse
* Coast to Coast Interpreters League

» California Coastal Conservancy

and FHWA.
3. 'This group will review the reasons for the notice
Agencies and document them.

* Federal Highway Administration (FWHA) 4. If the jurisdiction’s concerns cannot be resolved
+ California Department of Transportation through this dialogue, SLOCOG will formally

(Caltrans) notify FHWA that the jurisdiction is no longer
* California Department of Resources a part of the official National Scenic Byway
* California Department of Parks and Recreation corridor. SLOCOG will also amend the Scenic
* California Department of Fish and Game Byway Corridor Plan to document the change.
* National Parks Service Amendments will initially be in the form of
* U.S. Forest Service addendums. The full plan will be updated, with
* U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service addendums, no less frequently than every 4 years.

* Bureau of Land Management

* Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
(NOAA)

* Morro Bay National Estuary Program (EPA)

Designation Removal
Jurisdictions can choose at any time to be removed
from the designated National Scenic Byway, if the
original conditions of their participation change.

A biennial review process is also available to any
jurisdiction that wants to be de-designated for other
reasons. Both of these processes are described in
turther detail.

Under the following conditions jurisdictions may
decide to be removed from the enhancement plan at
any time. FHWA changes regulations

and/or SLOCOG/Caltrans changes its approach to
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C BENEFITS .
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INTRODUCTION

During this update, a brief economic analysis was performed on the Byway area. The main sources of
information for the economic analysis were the San Luis Obispo Economic Vitality Corporation’s 2008 Tourism
Report, Dean Runyan Associates’ California Travel Impacts, JBG Consulting’s 2011 Economic Appraisal: The
Mid-Coast of San Luis Obispo County Estero Bay Scenic Byway Trail, and San Luis Obispo County Appraiser
Reports. The information found through these sources were then used in the America’s Byways Resource
Center’s Economic Impact Tool. This tool is a Microsoft Excel based economic modeling tool provided by the
National Association of Development Organizations.

'The 2008 SLO EVC Tourism Report divided the county into five economic regions, three of which are found
along the North Coast Scenic Byway. According to the report, the communities along the Byway provided 50%
of the economic travel impacts for the county, which was the assumption used throughout the study. The analysis
inputs were derived using 50% of the provided spending numbers found in the California Travel Impact Report.
Assumptions and inputs can be seen in the Appendix G. The last Byway Plan Update took place in 2007, so it
was decided that the base year of the analysis would be 2006 and the current year would be 2012 because it had
the most recent and abundant data available. The analysis included the following communities: San Simeon,

Cambria, Cayucos, Morro Bay, and San Luis Obispo.

FINDINGS

Between 2006 and 2012, the Country’s economy was especially volatile. However, the County of San Luis
Obispo continued to improve economically as a result of industries such as agriculture, construction, and tourism
(Economic Outlook, 2013). This analysis focused on the economic impacts of tourism and was implemented to
gain an understanding of the financial benefits of continuing to fund scenic projects. This understanding can be
provided by an estimate of the Byway’s current economic contribution.

As a result of this analysis, it is estimated that the Byway has positively contributed to the economy of San
Luis Obispo County. Between 2006 and 2012, there was a net increase in number of travelers along the Byway
equaling around 1.1 million people. It is estimated that visitation in this region has increased around 20%. This
trend of visitors was described in the SLO EVC’s Tourism Impact Study, stating there would be an increase in
daytrips and or intra-state overnight travel.

It is estimated that visitor spending has increased by 23% from over $500 million in 2006 to almost $656 million
in 2012. It was also estimated that the Byway has a total impact of visitor spending of about $217,000 with
restaurants, retail, and lodging contributing to about 66% of the spending in 2012. The impacts in Figure 1 are
separated into direct impacts, those resulting from the specific economic activities along the Byway, and indirect
impacts, resulting from the effects of economic multipliers. Both direct and indirect impacts can be seen in

Figure 1.

In six years, there has been a change in the Byway region’s total employment with an increase of 52,043 jobs

and it is estimated that 4.5% was a result of the Byway. The investments made along the Byway and the increase
in visitors had positively impacted the 2012 employment in the region resulting in about 2,300 jobs. The
investments made along the Byway can be seen in Appendix F. In the six years, there had been over $124 million
in capital improvements along the corridor that have been implemented and or funded.
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In conclusion these findings support the fact that leisure and hospitality continue to be a driving force in the
County’s economy. Tourism is an important part of our region’s financial vitality and by providing opportunities,
like the ability to access the North Coast Scenic Byway, the County will continue to offer residents and visitors
an unparalleled experience. Continuing to improve and enhance the Byway experience is a viable investment for
both scenic protection and the economy.
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A) The SLO North Coast Scenic Byway Interpretive Signage Plan

B) Summary of framework of protections
C) County of San Luis Obispo Scenic Highway Corridor Protection Plan

D) San Luis Obispo County Coastal Plan Policies, Environmentally
sensitive habitats

E) City of Morro Bay Scenic Highway corridor protection plan
F) Inventory of Overlooks

G) Economic Analysis Inputs and Assumptions

H) Public Comment
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‘ AMERICA’S

BYWAYS®

Route I, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway & All-American Road

Scenic and Unique

A ribbon of highway rolls out under an endless
skyway, over wide coastal bluffs beside miles of
easy beaches. Elephant seals snooze on the ocean
side, cows and zebras mingle on the mountain side.
A castle full of treasure crowns an enchanted hill,
a lighthouse waits for fog, a gas station is nowhere
in view. The narrow road climbs abruptly into
the mountains, curving around cliffs that drop
hundreds of feet to the sea, dipping into redwood
forest canyons, rambling through golden valleys.

Route 1 between San Luis Obispo and Monterey
is known worldwide as a wonderful, wild ride.
The few small towns between these storied cities
have retained their own unique qualities. Visitors
shop for antiques in Cayucos, wine in Harmony,
art in Cambria. Gorda's got gas, to the great relief
of many travellers over the years. Morro Bay is
renowned for fresh seafood, and Californio cuisine
is easy to find along the Byway. Old Spanish
Missions and railroads attract history buffs.
Hikers, mountain bikers and road bikers, surfers
and kayakers have lots of room to play. Wildlife

sanctuaries abound, and so does the wildlife.

US Department
" S I_O ( O < of Transportation
. U Federal Highway

AN LUIS OBISPO € Administration
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Preserve and Enhance

The National Scenic Byways Program was
established to recognize, preserve and enhance
exceptional roads like ours throughout the US.

A National Scenic Byway offers at least one
of these ‘intrinsic qualities natural, historic,
cultural, scenic, recreational, or archaeological.

An All-American Road offers multiple intrinsic
qualities, and is considered nationally significant
because nothing like it exists anywhere else. An
All-American Road is a “destination unto itself”
that provides an exceptional travel experience.

The Federal Highway Administration directs

the program for the US Dept of Transportation.
Since 1991, FwHA has designated 121 National
Scenic Byways and 31 All-American Roads in

46 states. Some $388 million in grants has been
disbursed, including more than $3 million locally
for land acquisition, Coastal Trail development,
planning, community gateways, and the subject of
this Plan: interpretation that engages, guides, and

informs visitors about the Byway's many amenities.

H CITY of

@ Coastal
Conservancy — m—— BAY

m— MORRO

UPDATED: October 29, 2013

The America’s Byways® Collection

National Scenic Byways and All-American Roads
are part of the America’s Byways® collection, a
marketing effort of the Byways Resource Center.

California has just seven Byways and three
All-American Roads. The coast route between
San Luis Obispo and Monterey is both a
National Scenic Byway and an All-American
Road, split into two adjoining Byways.

The Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway
spans 57 miles, from San Luis Obispo to the
County line, and the Route 1, Big Sur Coast Byway

winds another 72 miles into Monterey.

Numerous studies have shown Scenic Byway
designation increases visitors to an area as much
as 25%, boosting the local economy and helping
to protect the region’s intrinsic qualities.

A new Byways Resource Center campaign
promotes San Francisco and the Route 1 Byways.
The multi-year plan includes multi-lingual media
and multiple channels that will bring more
international visitors to our Byway.

SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676



‘ AMERICA’S

BYWAYS®

SLO Coast Byway Interpretive Signage Plan: A Work in Progress

Contents Interpretive Goals Timeline Tasks
Introduction ........... ... . 2 Goal 1:  Welcome, orient, entertain, and inform FINALIZE PANEL LOCATIONS AND PERMITS
Panel List, Goals, Timeline.................. 3 visitors about local amenities,
Common Elem.ents ----------------------- 4 attractions, a_nd travel OPtionS’ FINAL PROOFS DUE
Themes, Ma.te”als ------------------------- 5 . PERMITT'NG COMPLETE
Panel LocationsMap ..................... 6 Goal 2:  Encourage respectful behavior towards  paNELS PREPPED FOR PRINT
Interpretive Panel DetaI|S ............. 7-25 IOCEII assets, including Wlldhfe, habitat, PANELS & PEDESTALS ORDERED
BYW1-MOITOBaY. . ... vvciieeeeeaeeeaeannn, 7 and historic treasures.
BY.W2-Cayucos. ..ovviee i i i 8
BY.W3-Ca)r/nbria ................................ 9 Goal 3:  Collaborate with land managers, IPI\? S’\_ll_EALLSLi‘TTgiIESTALS DELIVERED
BYW4-SanSimeon ..., 10 interpreters, local leaders and others
BYW5-SLOcoast ... 11 to create an outstanding Product‘
BY.MB1-fishing .........ccoovviiiininininn... 12
BY.MB2-otters........coovviiiiiiiiiiiennnn.. 13 Panel List
BY.MB3-moOrros. .......coovviiiiiininnnn. 14
BY.MB4-whales.............cociviiiiiina... 15 BY.W1 - BY.W5 Welcome Panels............ (5)
BY.CAY1-nearshore ............ccovvvnvnnenn.. 16 BY.MB1 - BY.MB4 MorroBay ................. @
BY.EB1-EsteroBluffs..............coviinin... 17 BY.EB1 EsteroBluffs . .............. )
BY.HH1-HarmonyHeadIands .................. 18 BY.HH1 Harmony Headlands.......... )
BY.CCTI-trails....o.vvvee e 19 BYCCT1 Moonstone Beach a
BY.PICOT-native ........ccoviiiiiiann... 20 ’ . ST
BY.PICO2-mOMbaby ... .veveeeeeeanennenn 21 BY.PICOT - BY.PICO2  Pico Road, San Simeon..... (2)
BY.NA-highwayone*.......................... 22 BY.CAY1 Cayucos.............oiins U]
BY.NA-lightstation®........................... 23 BY.NA Canceled................. (-4)
BY.NA-MPA* . 24
BY.NA-CONMY ..o 25 Total Panels 1>
Posts (Pedestals)...................... 26-28
Proofs Summary...................... 29-34

* NA = Not Assigned (location unknown)
Caltrans may take highwayone and
lightstation panels. MPA and CCNM
panels canceled.
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-SLO Coast By_ﬁ}a;y

Commion Pane[ E[ements

Colors

The Byways Resource Center
created a color scheme to
denote the various intrinsic
qualities on Byway materials.

General Program / Wayfinding

Pantone 194 ¢ Process 110-1
C€0-M100-Y60-K40 * R65.5-G0.4-B14.5

Historic

Pantone 7512 * Process 41-1
(30-M70-Y100-K10 * R58-626.9-B14.3

Cultural

Pantone 2623 * Process 173-1
€70-M100-Y0-K10 * R27.6-613-B36.7

Natural

Pantone 356 * Process 272-1
C100-M0-Y90-K20 ® R0-G41.2-B21.4

Archaeological

Pantone 131 ® Process 23-1
C0-M40-Y100-K10 * R84.7-G45-B10.8

Recreational

Pantone 173 » Process 57-1
€0-M80-Y100-K10 ® R79.4-G?1.2-B12.7

Scenic

Pantone 285 * Process 214-1
C100-M40-Y0-KO * RO-G40-BA7.2

S

Logos

The America’s Byways® logo
amemicars 18 featured prominently in the
Bywavs? Sidebar on every panel.

ogos of partner agencies and organizations
may appear on the Sidebar of relevant panels,
all sized the same but with lead agencies’ logos
shown first or in the top row. Page 3 shows

the logos of SLO Coast Byway partners.

The SLO Coast Byway logo will be attached to
road signs carrying the California Scenic Route
“poppy and mountain” logo. The new SLO

Coast Byway logo was approved by the Board
in October 2010.

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway

Tags

gaww s | his Tagisabarcode

E developed by Microsoft.*

el Also known as a QR code
(quick response), the Tag works with
any camera phone that has internet
access and the free Tag software.
Aim a smart phone at a Tag to get
connected to the website encoded in

the Tag,

The Tag on the Sidebar takes
visitors to SLO Coast Byway page
on Byways.org, where visitors can
get updated information and maps,
customized brochures, and much
more than can be shown on a panel.

A second Tag common to all panels
takes visitors to a map of California.

Additional Tags have been added to
the Sidebar on all panels.

*Microsoft will discontinue support
for MS Tags in August 2015. It is
unclear at this time if the funding
can be found to arrange support for
the Tags by ScanLife, which has
been chosen by Microsoft to
continue support for the Tags.
Probably all Tags will be removed
from the panels, and not replaced
with the more common type of QR
code, which must be printed larger.

UPDATED: October 29, 2013
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‘ AMERICA’S

BYWAYS®

SLO Coast Byway Interpretive Signage Plan: Comments Welcome

Interpretive Themes

“SLO Coast Road” describes the Route 1,

San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway succinctly
and memorably. It invites people to take it easy
on the road, to enjoy the drive.

Themes are in development for individual panels.
Topics are analyzed for the best way to show and
tell the story. The topic of Morros becomes the
story of Seven Sisters who moved to Morro Bay
from Palm Springs at the speed of a growing
fingernail. (It took 25 million years.) Our goal is
to entertain while we educate. Topics (not
themes) include:

(6) Natural: Sea Otters; Sea Mammals;
Near-Shore Habitat; Cetaceans; Marine
Protected Areas*; California Coastal
National Monument*

(3) Historical: Highway 1% Indigenous People;
Piedras Blancas Light Station*

(1) Cultural: Fishing Industry
(1) Scenic: The Morros

(8) Wayfinding: Welcome Morro Bay,
Cayucos, Cambria, San Simeon, SLO Coast;
California Coastal Trail; Estero Bluffs;
Harmony Headlands

*MPA, CCNM panels have been removed.
Highway 1, Light Station panels to Caltran?

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway

Panel and Pedestal Materials

The panels will be high-pressure laminate (HPL),
a durable plastic with a 10-year guarantee against
fading, Panel surfaces are treated for easy removal
of graffiti with glass cleaner or WDA40, though
panels can be damaged with knives and bullets.
HPL is the most environmental choice because it
does not outgas toxins over its lifetime. Some HPL
panels have been in place over 20 years.

Panel dimensions are 48" wide x 30" tall x .5" thick.

Pedestals will have extra-long posts set in concrete to
prevent removal. Panel height and display angle will
follow State Park public access guidelines, which
exceed federal and state ADA guidelines.

Changes and Versions of the Plan

This is the second update of Draft 8 of the
Interpretive Signage Plan. Subsequent drafts will
come out when enough changes have collected, or a
meeting of our Advisory Group or SLOCOG
Board is scheduled to review the Plan. Note the
dates on the document’s cover and at the bottom of
every page.

UPDATED: October 29,2013
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Your Comments are Welcome

This Interpretive Signage Plan has been developed
with our Partners to showcase the history and great
natural beauty of our Byway.

We've visited all the sites and connected with
dozens of people to develop this series of
interpretive panels: Park Rangers and Interpreters,
Land Managers, Historians and Archeologists,
Biologists, Researchers, Scientists, Librarians,
Museum and Visitor Center Managers,
Environmental Organizations, Designers,
Artists, Photographers, Landscape Architects,
and Transportation Planners. Many thanks to all
who have been so accommodating and helpful
throughout the process.



‘ AMERICA’S

BYWAYS®

BYWAY.INTERPRETIVE PANELS

LOCATIONS

Motel Property

N 35°41' W 121°17' _V\PICO Creek
Mile 65

1) BY.W5-SLOcoast Babies of the SeasiWelcomeitorSan Snmeon
(welcome) \

A i
Pico Creek Rd Welcom% tp Cambria
N 35°36' W121°8' : R
Mile 55 Coastal Trail - Moonstone V& <
1) BY.W4-SS (welcome) ot e V_.%\\e\!‘
2) BY.PR1-native 8 @,;@'ee"“
3) BY.PR2-mammals 2ty
Moonstone Boardwalk F Cayucos Pier and Vet’s Hall \\\
N 35°34' W 121°6' N 35°26' W 120°54'
Mile 51 Mile 36 Harmony Headlands
1) BY.CCT1-trail 1) BY.W2-Cay (welcome) =

2) City Under the Sea E Sie rO(B WiiS
Cambria Chamber

.
N 35°34' W 121°5' | [ Welcome tO CEYUCOSMCIty Under the Sea

Mile 51 N 35°24' W 120°52'
1) BY.W3-Cam (welcome) Mile 32

1) BY.MB5-whales
Harmony Headlands
N 35°25' W 120°53' \ '
Mile 42 N 35°21-22' W 120°51'
1) BY.HH1-wayfind Mile 29

1) BY.W1-MB (welcome)
Estero Bluffs State Park 2) BY.MB2-fishing
N 3°22' W 120°51' 3) BY.MB3-otter
Mile 38 4) BY.MB1-morros
1) BY.EB1-wayfind

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676




W1

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

_PANELS

Welcome to Morro Bay
Orientation/Wayfinding

This is 1 of 5 Welcome panels,
and 1 of 4 on the Morro Bay HarborWalk,
and 1 of 5 panels in Morro Bay.

Joe Woods jwoods@morro-bay.ca.us 772-6278
City of Morro Bay Director Recreation & Parks

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

» WELCOME .to
'MORRO BAY

PLACES

MoRkO oK

WAYFINDING

MILE | \ave WELCOME TO MORRO BAY! FILENAME BY.W1-MorroBay CELL YES
29 [ 000 MORROBAY TROLLEY STOP @RESTROOM not in frontof view | PARTNER CITY OF MORRO BAY PERMIT YES
N 35°21'50"
W 120°51'39" | LANDOWNER CITY OF MORRO BAY MANAGER JOE WOOD BASE SAND

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway

UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676

7



W2

Welcome to Cayucos

TOPIC Orientation/Wayfinding
DESCRIPTION — This is 2 of 5 Welcome panels,

and 1 of 2 panels in Cayucos.
CONTACTS Mike Hargett 235-5845

Visitor Alliance of Cayucos

John Carsel jmaytoe@yahoo.com 785-0961
Visitor Alliance of Cayucos

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

'’V )
2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

ka,

S10 COAST BY Ay

AND ALL-AMERK

WAYFINDING

MILE | nave WELCOME TO CAYUCOS FILENAME BY.W2-Cayucos CELL YES
36 LOCATION CAYUCOS PIER, in front of rail, in front of restroom PARTNERS CAYUCOS, COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO PERMIT YES
N 35°26'57"
W 120°542'1" | LANDOWNER COUNTY of SAN LUIS OBISPO MANAGERS MIKE HARGETT, JOHN CARSEL BASE CONCRETE
8 BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676




W3

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

PANELS S

Welcome to Cambria
Orientation/Wayfinding

This is 3 of 5 Welcome panels, located on the wall
of the building next door to the Cambria Chamber
of Commerce, and 1 of 2 panels in Cambria (with
the California Coastal Trail panel).

Mel McColloch mmccolloch@yahoo.com 459-0220
Cambria Chamber of Commerce, President

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

"ASLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

O COAST BZVWAY
AY AN > ALL-AMERICAN go),

SCENI
e y\m L NOKIH Coxsy

\ WELCOME i)
CAMB

~ IIIIL Bl
'lll

"“Ih e

i

WAYFINDING

MILE

50.5

N 35°34'2"
W 121°5'59"

NAME WELCOME 10 CAMBRIA FILENAME BY.W3-Cambria CELL MAYBE
LOCATION CAMBRIA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OFFICE PARTNERS CAMBRIA, COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO PERMIT YES
LANDOVWNER PRIVATE MANAGER MEL McCULLOCH BASE WOOD WALL

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway
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W4 Welcome to San Simeon

TOPIC Orientation/Wayfinding

DESCRIPTION  This is 4 of 5 Welcome panels, and 1 of 3 at the
ocean end of Pico Creek Road.

CONTACTS Renee Lundy rlundy@sansimeoncsd.org 927-4778

Charles Grace, Michele Roest
San Simeon CSD

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

#CSLOCOG

;T BYw,
O g‘c{\ésu L-AMERICAN 1:,‘3]’

o0 ROVTE L NORTH Gy,
san LU ¥

'SAN SIMEON.

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
MILE | naAvE WELCOME 1O SAN SIMEON FILENAME BY.W4-SanSimeon CELL YES
55 LOCATION PICO CREEK RD, SAN SIMEON PARTNERS SAN SIMEON CSD, COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO PERMIT NO
N 35°36'52"
W121°85" | LANDOWNER SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT MANAGER RENEE LUNDY BASE DIRT

10 BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway

UPDATED: October 29, 2013

SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676




W5

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

_PANELS S

Welcome to the SLO Coast
Orientation/Wayfinding

This is 5 of 5 Welcome panels. This panel will be
located at the Piedras Blancas Motel.

Cara O’Brien cara@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter ||

Doug Barker dbarker@hearstcastle.com 927-6291
CA State Parks, Staff Parks & Recreation Specialist

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

g10 CQP\ST Byway

A0 ALLAMERICAN go,,

2 e BV
3 ROURE 1. Norm e
’

s 1050

WELCOME |
% tothe SI% Y
%— COAST

EVENTS PLACES

s.0coc IR

CONTACTS

WAYFINDING

MILE

65

N 35°41'15"
W121°17'15"

NAME WELCOME TO THE SLO COAST BYWAY FILENAME BY.W5-SLOcoast CELL MAYBE
LOCATION PIEDRAS BLANCAS MOTEL SOUTH SIDE PARTNER CA STATE PARKS PERMIT YES
LANDOWNER CA STATE PARKS MANAGER CARA O'BRIEN BASE DIRT

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway
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PANELS

MB1  Gifts from the Sea
TOPIC Fishing Industry

DESCRIPTION This is 2 of 4 panels for the Morro Bay HarborWalk,
and 2 of 5 panels in Morro Bay.
This panel will be redesigned to focus on the
history of fishing in Morro Bay.

CONTACTS Joe Woods jwoods@morro-bay.ca.us 772-6278
City of Morro Bay Director Recreation & Parks

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

g
EE'
H
s s

2 SLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Panel placed in Coleman Park on the left of
the first bulbout, facing the boats docked
in the harbor.

Yet nearly every day, fishermen a
women pass through the harbor mouth

into Estero Bay and onto the open oce:
= often alone and for days at a time.

LOCAL WILD.

CULTURAL

MILE | nave GIFTS FROM THE SEA FILENAME BY.MB1-fishing CELL YES
29 LOCATION MORRO BAY HARBORWALK - near fishermen’s memorial PARTNER CITY OF MORRO BAY PERMIT YES
N 35°21'55"
W 120°51'13" | LANDOWNER CITY OF MORRO BAY MANAGER JOE WOODS BASE SAND

BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676

12




NATURAL

PANELS '\l

MB2 Endearing & Endangered

San LY

-~
ToPIC Sea Otters soeiry ll ENDE
| [ENDAN

DESCRIPTION This is 3 of 4 panels on the Morro Bay HarborWalk,
and 3 of 5 panels in Morro Bay.

CONTACTS Joe Woods jwoods@morro-bay.ca.us 772-6278
City of Morro Bay Director Recreation & Parks

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

¥

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Panel placed in Coleman Park, at third bulbout.
By trash can or existing panel to the right.

MILE | nave ENDEARING & ENDANGERED FILENAME BY.MB2-otters CELL YES
29 LOCATION MORRO BAY HARBORWALK - third bulbout PARTNER CITY of MORRO BAY PERMIT YES
N 35°22'5"
W 120°51'10" | LANDOWNER CITY of MORRO BAY MANAGER JOE WOODS BASE SAND

13 BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676



PANELS QRS o T e

MB3 Seven Sisters Move to MB

TOPIC The Morros and Morro Rock

DESCRIPTION  This is 4 of 4 panels along Morro Bay’s Boardwalk,
and 4 of 5 panels in Morro Bay.

CONTACTS Joe Woods jwoods@morro-bay.ca.us 772-6278
City of Morro Bay Director Recreation & Parks

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MILE | \ave SEVEN SISTERS MOVE TO MORRO BAY FILENAME BY.MB3-morros CELL YES
29 LOCATION MORRO BAY - Boardwalk, north of Coleman Dr, near restroom | PARTNER CITY of MORRO BAY PERMIT YES
N 35°22'7"
W 120°51'17" | LANDOWNER CITY of MORRO BAY MANAGER JOE WOODS BASE DIRT

14 BYWAY INTERPRETIVE SIGNAGE PLAN | Route 1, San Luis Obispo North Coast Byway UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676



MB4

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

"PANELS R

Watch for Whales!

Cetaceans

This is 1 of 1 panel at North Point in Morro Bay,
and 5 of 5 panels in Morro Bay.

Joe Woods jwoods@morro-bay.ca.us 772-6278
City of Morro Bay Director Recreation & Parks

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

O COAST Byway

o A0 ALAMERCAN o,

SCENIC B ¥ Yo
s onsn0 WOUE L N0 o,
san L

NATURAL

MILE | \av: WATCH FOR WHALES! FILENAVE BY.MB4-whales CELL YES
32 LOCATION MORRO BAY - North Point PARTNER CITY of MORRO BAY PERMIT YES
N 35°24'17"
W 121°52'7" | LANDOWNER CITY of MORRO BAY MANAGER JOE WOODS BASE SAND
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PANELS

CAY1

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

City Under the Sea
Near-Shore Wildlife and Habitat

This is 2 of 2 panels in Cayucos, along with the
Welcome panel, and will be located just north
of the Veteran’s Hall.

Mike Hargett 235-5845
Visitor Alliance of Cayucos

John Carsel jmaytoe@yahoo.com 785-0961
Visitor Alliance of Cayucos

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2CSLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

B AR VA
suo const By ISV GTH Y
SCENIC BY omsro ROVTE L NOKTH oy, . -

CAYUCOS.
ESTERO BAY

\

UNDER

[

THE

NATURAL

MILE

36

N 35°26'56"
W 120°54'23"

NAME CITY UNDER THE SEA

FILE NAME BY.CAY1-nearshore

CELL YES

LOCATION CAYUCOS, north of the Vet’s Hall

PARTNER VISITOR ALLIANCE of CAYUCOS

PERMIT YES

LANDOWNER COUNTY of SAN LUIS OBISPO

MANAGERS JOHN CARSEL, MIKE HARGETT

BASE ASPHALT
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PANELS

EB1 Estero Bluffs

State Park
TOPIC Wayfmd [ ng

s

DESCRIPTION — Thisis 1 of 1 panels at
Estero Bluffs State Park.

CONTACTS Cara O’Brien cara@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter Il

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

@¥siococ IR

CAYUCOS
LAND LOW

BESLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MILE | \ave ESTERO BLUFFS STATE PARK FILENAME BY.EB1-EsteroBluffs CELL YES
38 LOCATION ESTERO BLUFFS STATE PARK - along trail PARTNERS CA STATE PARKS PERMIT YES
N 35°22'12"
W 120°51'43" | LANDOWNER CA STATE PARKS MANAGERS CARA O’BRIEN BASE DIRT
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HH1

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

Harmony Headlands

State Park
Wayfinding

This is 1 of 1 panels at
Harmony Headlands State Park.

Cara O’Brien cara@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter ||

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2SLOCOG

1O COAST BYWAy

Ay AP ALAMERICAN o
YW d

SCENIC .
Luis 0P v@'f L NORTH Cogye

SN

EIEEE]
7

loYe
@siococ R

1 1]26.5" from the lower edge of the
[panel to the ground

LOOK for

Linn's Fruit Bin

billboard and
4 SLOW DOWN!

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
MILE | nave HARMONY HEADLANDS STATE PARK FILENAME BY.HH1-HarmonyHeadlands CELL MAYBE
42 LOCATION HARMONY HEADLANDS STATE PARK - parking area PARTNERS CA STATE PARKS-HEARST PERMIT YES
N 35°25128"
W 205327 | LANDOWNER CA STATE PARKS MANAGERS CARA O’BRIEN BASE DIRT
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PANELS

CCT1 California Coastal Trail

TOPIC Wayfinding
DESCRIPTION  This is 1 of 1 panels about
the California Coastal Trail, and 2 of 2 panels
in Cambria (with the Welcome panel).
CONTACTS Tim Duff tduff@scc.ca.gov (510) 286-3826

California Coastal Conservancy Project Manager

Cara O’Brien cara@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter ||

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

@

/*";‘

Pt

0 COAST Byway
SL !t AP ALAMERGAN g,
prast: .

e 23 @q 1.7 N »tru ki

HEARST BEACH * PIER

MOONSTONE BEACH Fzre

T
==

stococ R

WAYFINDING

Coastal
Conservancy
4
]
2XSLOCOG
SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
MILE NAME CALIFORNIA COASTAL TRAIL FILE NAME BY.CCT1-trails CELL MAYBE
51 LOCATION SAN SIMEON STATE PARK-SANTA ROSA CREEK, restroom ramp PARTNERS CA COASTAL CONSERVANCY PERMIT YES
N 35°34'5"
W121°6'29" | LANDOWNER CA STATE PARKS MANAGERS TIM DUFF, CARA O'BRIEN BASE DIRT
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PICO1

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

PANELS |

The Pale Strangers
Native People meet Portola

This panel is 2 of 3 at Pico Creek Rd on the
west side of the Highway.

Indigenous People traveled the coastal trail
for thousands of years before Portola made
the trip in 1769.

Renee Lundy rlundy@sansimeoncsd.org 927-4778
Charles Grace, Michele Roest
San Simeon CSD

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

4
2SLOCOG

2

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

-

Y wxrEm

5 owSFO ROUTE | NOKIH Coxgy. |
‘ PICO
‘ . T -

) THE PALE STRANGERS

HISTORICAL

MILE

55

N 35°36'52"
W 121°8'45"

NAME THE PALE STRANGERS FILENAME BY.PICO1-native CELL YES
LOCATION PICO CREEK RD PARTNER SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT PERMIT YES
LANDOWNER SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT MANAGER RENEE LUNDY BASE DIRT
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UPDATED: October 29, 2013 SLOCOG | Gaia Graphics & Associates® | (805) 544-9676

20




PICO2

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

_PANELS

Babies of the Sea
Sea Mammal Identification

This panel is 3 of 3 at Pico Creek Rd on the west
side of the Highway.

Renee Lundy rlundy@sansimeoncsd.org 927-4778
Charles Grace, Michele Roest
San Simeon CSD

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

2 SLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

O COAST Byway

~AMERICA
cenic BYWAY SR " Roup
sal
o
sn

PICO
CREEK

ROUE | NoKTH Gy

s

o8

I T

LEPHANT SEAL

HUMPBACK_WHALE
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NATURAL

MILE | \ave BABIES of the SEA FILENAME BY.PICO2-mombaby CELL YES
55 LOCATION PICO CREEKRD PARTNER SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT PERMIT YES
N 35°46'53"
w 121°8'45" | LANDOWNER SAN SIMEON COMMUNITY SERVICE DISTRICT MANAGER RENEE LUNDY BASE DIRT
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NA

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

One Wild Ride
The History of Highway 1

Caltrans’ historic photos of the building of Highway 1.
This panel will be constructed by Caltrans, along with
the Piedras Blancas Light Station panel.

Bob Carr Bob.Carr@dot.ca.gov 549-3083
Caltrans, Scenic Byway Coordination, Landscape Architect

Corby Kilmer Corby.Kilmer@dot.ca.gov 549-3509, 542-4746
Caltrans, Landscape Architect, Public Outreach

Paula Juelke Carr Paula.Carr@dot.ca.gov 542-4659
Caltrans, Associate Environmental Planner, Architectural History

Raymond Yamamoto Ray.Yamamoto@dot.ca.gov 549-3082
Caltrans, Design Il Archive Manager (Gayle Hayes)

2 SLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

MILE | nave HIGHWAY INTO HISTORY FILENAME BY.NA-highwayone CELL
53 LOCATION UNKNOWN PARTNERS CALTRANS? PERMIT
N 35.5947
w121.1244 | LANDOWNER NA MANAGERS NA BASE SAND
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NA

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

2CSLOCOG!

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

PANELS

HISTORICAL

Lighting the Way = - s B,
Piedras Blancas Light Station SLOCOAiBYW“Y LIGHTING -~

..

. . _ PIEDRAS. T
This panel will be constructed by Caltrans, BLANCAS 3

along with the History of Highway 1 panel.

Jim Boucher jboucher@ca.blm.gov 927-2968
BLM, Piedras Blancas Light Station Manager

Cara O’Brien cara@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter ||

Doug Barker dbarker@hearstcastle.com 927-2125
CA State Parks, Interpreter ||

Geiska Velasquez gvelasquez@slocog.org 788-2104
SLOCOG, Regional Planner

Rich Murphy rmurphy@slocog.org 781-5754
SLOCOG, Programming Director

MILE

64.8

N 35.6881
W 121.2880

NAME LIGHTING THE WAY FILENAME BY.NA-lightstation CELL
LOCATION UNKNOWN PARTNERS CALTRANS? PERMIT
LANDOWNER NA MANAGERS NA BASE SAND
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NA

TOPIC

DESCRIPTION

CONTACTS

PANELS

Conserving California’s

Coastal Treasures
Marine Protected Areas

This panel has been canceled. The panel content
was provided by the Monterey Bay Sanctuary
Foundation.

Carolyn Skinder carolyn.skinder@noaa.gov 927-2145
NOAA, Outreach & Education Specialist

#SLOCOG

SAN LUIS OBISPO

UNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

O COAST BYWAY
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Tipsfo Tiepaiing

1 Sy sale - b waoe o the waves i ey

Marine Protected Areas

Safeguard Our Ocean’s Bounty

Astatewide network of Marine Protected Areas
(MPAs) safequards Californiafs rich coastal resources.
Piedras Blancas MPAs stretch from the rocky
intertidal shareline, over vast kelp forests, out to deep,

underwater canyans. Inside MPAs, marine life thrives.

California leads the nation and the
world with its network of MPAs.

MILE | \.v: CONSERVING CALIFORNIA’S COASTAL TREASURES | riL NAME BY.NA-MPA CELL
61 03 LOCATION NA PARTNERS NOAA PERMIT
N 35.6530
W 121.2423 LANDOWNER NA MANAGERS BASE SAND
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_PANELS

NA Welcome to the CCNM

TOPIC CA Coastal National Monument

DESCRIPTION — This panel has been canceled.

BLM-CCNM created this panel with facts about sea
birds and sea mammals who inhabit offshore rocks
along the coast, part of the 1,100 mile California
Coastal National Monument operated by BLM.

CONTACTS Marcia deChadenedes mdechade@ca.bim.gov (831) 372-6225
BLM, Coastal National Monument Manager

Josh Hammari jhammari@blm.gov (916) 978-4633
BLM Graphic Designer

AFOR,
3 i %)
National Monumen
-

#SLOCOG @&

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

| O COAST BYuay

pYWAY
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san LV L 4 the more.
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e

1 Black Oystercatcher
-

===y

You Can ProTECT
SEABIRDS

disturbance, like head
bobbing, flutterir
Finted and calling.
e+ Keep aircraft 2,000 t.
water  above ground fevel

MILE NAME WELCOME TO THE CCNM

6205 LOCATION NA

N 35.6629

FILENAME BY.NA-CCNM CELL
PARTNERS BLM-CCNM PERMIT
W 121.2568 LANDOWNER NA MANAGERS BASE SAND
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CDG224

CDDG224

(with secondary panel)

WWW.FOSSILGRAPHICS.COM

54” Post I =
30" Above Ground |
24” Below Ground }

|

30”

distance determined
by size of panels

MRS

24" is considered
custom and costs z /—@

more.

| | |
‘ Any depth besides ‘ | | >  ‘
| | |
| | |
| |

SIDE FRONT

CANTILEVER IN-GROUND SUPPORTS
Part #: CDG224 and CDDG224

** Custom sizes available upon request
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CD224 distance determined
by size of panels
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CANTILEVER SUPPORTS
Part #: CD224 and CDD224

CDD224

(with secondary panel)

** Custom sizes available upon request
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Fossil Panel
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<

FOSSIL
PANEL

Add a drop of silicone

----------- to keep panels

from sliding.

™ LOWER BRACKET
Secured to Wall

FRONT

WALL MOUNT “Z-BRACKET"” ASSEMBLY

WWW.FOSSILGRAPHICS.COM
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AMERICA’S
BYWAYS®

PLACES CONTACTS
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AMERICA’S
BYWAYS®
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