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uniVersiTY NEWS
 

William Swanson Peter oppenheimer 

Chairman of Raytheon and Retiring Apple CFO
 
to Lead Cal Poly Foundation
 
Members of the Cal Poly Foundation 
elected William Swanson, chairman of 
Raytheon Co., to serve as the new chair­
man of the foundation’s board of direc­
tors. In addition, Peter Oppenheimer, 
retiring senior vice president at Apple 
who served as the company’s CFO for 10 
years, was elected to serve as vice chair­
man of the board. 

Swanson, a 1973 graduate of Cal Poly 
in industrial engineering, has been a 
member of the Cal Poly Foundation 
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board since its founding in 2006. He pre­
viously served as the board’s vice chair. 

“I am honored to serve the university 
as chairman of the Cal Poly Foundation,” 
Swanson said.“As a proud alumnus, I 
know firsthand the value of a Learn by 
Doing education, which has served me 
well during my career. I look forward to 
leading the board and helping to ensure 
Learn by Doing continues to provide 
the educational foundation for future 
generations of Cal Poly students.” 

Oppenheimer, a 1985 graduate of Cal 
Poly in agricultural business, also has 
been a member of the Cal Poly Founda­
tion board since its inception. 

“I’m proud to have studied at Cal Poly 
and continued my relationship with the 
university for so many years,” Oppen­
heimer said.“It has also been a privilege 
to work with the foundation on mak­
ing the student experience even better 
and creating greater opportunities for 
students who come to Cal Poly.” 

“We are thrilled to have William 
Swanson and Peter Oppenheimer 
serve as leaders of the Cal Poly Foun­
dation,” said Cal Poly President Jeffrey 
D. Armstrong.“They are two extraordi­
nary individuals, and their experience 
and leadership will be a tremendous 
asset to the foundation and the entire 
Cal Poly community.” 

Deborah A.W. Read, vice president 
for university advancement and CEO 

The Cal Poly Foundation 
is ranked first among all 23 
universities in the California 
State University system. 

of the Cal Poly Foundation, added,“The 
university is very fortunate to have these 
two remarkable individuals lend their 
talents to the Cal Poly Foundation. Their 
outstanding leadership, integrity and 
commitment is appreciated and will 
ensure that the university’s philanthropic 
priorities and goals are achieved.” 

As of June 2013, the Cal Poly Founda­
tion — a 501(c)3 corporation — was 
recognized by the National Association 
of College and University Business Of­
ficers (NACUBO) as the second larg­
est endowment nationally among all 
public master’s-level universities. Since 
then, the endowment has grown to an 
all-time high of $194 million. Addition­
ally, for the past 10 years, the Cal Poly 
Foundation has ranked among the top 
25 percent of university endowments 
for total average return. The Cal Poly 
Foundation is ranked first among all 23 
universities in the California State Uni­
versity system. 

uniVersiTY neWs PhilanThroPY 
by the NumbeRs 

As of June 30, the Cal Poly 
Foundation’s endowment hit its 
record high, closing out a strong 

year of philanthropy from 
Cal Poly supporters. 

$198.4 Million 
ALL-time ReCORd 

high eNdOwmeNt 

$22 Million 
eNdOwmeNt iNCReAse 
iN the LAst FisCAL yeAR 

$7.3 Million 
eNdOwmeNt PAyOuts tO 
CAL POLy PROgRAms ANd 
sChOLARshiPs LAst yeAR 

1 
eNdOwmeNt RANk iN the Csu 

2 
eNdOwmeNt RANk 

AmONg PubLiC mAsteR’s 
uNiveRsities NAtiONwide 

$49.2 Million 
tOtAL giFts ANd 

COmmitmeNts tO CAL POLy 
LAst yeAR 

47 
giFts ANd COmmitmeNts 
exCeediNg $100,000 eACh 

Cal Poly 
Admits its most 
selective Class 

Cal Poly’s fall 2014 class will be the most 
selective, most diverse and most aca­
demically successful in the university’s 
history. Out of a record pool of nearly 
52,000 freshman and transfer applicants, 
Cal Poly selected 14,749 students — only 
28 percent. 

“Make no bones about it — this is a 
highly selective university,” said James 
Maraviglia, associate vice provost for 
marketing and enrollment develop­
ment.“The high demand is a sign of 
the quality of a Cal Poly education. The 

top students, not only in California but 
across the country, are choosing us.” 

In terms of academic accomplish­
ments, the incoming freshman class 
has an average GPA of 3.97, an average 
combined reading and math SAT score 
of 1318 out of 1600, and an average ACT 
score of 29. 

The class is the most diverse in Cal 
Poly history in every possible category, 
with nearly equal gender balance, 
members from every U.S. state, and a 
high composition of underrepresented 
minorities and socially and economically 
disadvantaged groups. —Larry Peña 

Out of a record pool of 
nearly 52,000 freshman and 
transfer applicants, Cal Poly 
selected 14,749 students – 
only 28 percent. 
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Dean andrew Thulin Dean Scott DawsonDean andrew Thulin 

two New deans Appointed
 
Cal Poly has appointed new deans to 
lead the College of Agriculture, Food 
& Environmental Sciences and Orfalea 
College of Business. 

Andrew Thulin was named dean 
of the College of Agriculture, Food & 
Environmental Sciences in June. He 
previously led Cal Poly’s Animal Science 
Department for 15 years and has been 
serving as interim dean since former 
Dean David Wehner was tapped for a 
role in the university’s administration in 
July of 2013. 

Under Thulin’s leadership, the Animal 
Science Department implemented a new 
strategic vision that led to a significant 
expansion of facilities, faculty and staff. 
Graduation rates increased to nearly 90 
percent, and more than $16 million was 
raised for new laboratories and the con­
struction of a new beef center, animal 
nutrition center, and meat processing 
center, among other buildings. 

Scott Dawson, dean of the School of 
Business and Administration at Portland 
State University in Oregon, will begin 

6 / Cal Poly Magazine 

his post as dean of the Orfalea Col­
lege of Business in August. At Portland 
State, he led the creation of the school’s 
40-member Business Advisory Council, 
mobilizing business leaders in the local 
community to lend their talents to the 
school’s strategic and philanthropic de­
velopment. He was also instrumental in 
developing new international programs 
and industry partnerships. 

Dawson succeeds former Dean Dave 
Christy, who served from 2004 to 2013. 
Christy left Cal Poly to become provost 
of Baruch College in NewYork City. 
—Larry Peña 

mustang News 
wins 20 National 
and state Awards 

Mustang News, the Cal Poly Journalism 
Department’s student-run integrated 
newsroom, received national and state 
recognition with 20 awards from the 
Associated Collegiate Press and the 
California College Media Association. 
During the National College Journalism 
Convention this spring, the Associated 
Collegiate Press awarded Mustang News 
Best of Show awards in the Website and 
Multimedia Package categories. Mustang 
News also received third place for Best 
of Show in the Special Section category. 
The accolades follow significant changes 
in Cal Poly’s Journalism Department. In 
fall 2013, the department announced 
the development of Mustang News, an 
integrated, digital-first student news 
organization. As part of the integration, 
Mustang News now reaches across 
platforms to include a twice-weekly 
print edition, TV news broadcast, radio 
broadcast, mobile app, video stream, 
and social media presence — all found 
on the newly awarded website, 
MustangNews.net. —Paul Bittick 

kennedy 
Library Receives 
National Award 
for excellence 
The Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL) has named Cal Poly’s 
Kennedy Library as a recipient of the 
2014 Excellence in Academic Libraries 
Award. The award recognizes library staff 
and programs that deliver exemplary 
services and resources to further the edu­
cational mission of the institution. 

ACRL awards are given out in uni­
versity, college and community college 
categories. The Kennedy Library won the 
award for best university library na­
tionwide. It is the first university library 
in California to receive the award. In 
addition to the recognition, the library 
received $3,000 at a ceremony held on 
campus during spring quarter. 

“We were taken by the LibRATs 
(Library Research Assistance Techni­
cians) program, in which highly trained 
students provide instruction and help 
other students with research,”said Joyce 
Ogburn, chair of the 2014 Excellence in 
Academic Libraries Committee and dean 
of libraries at Appalachian State Univer­
sity.“Among the library’s other innova­
tions are development of a Data Studio 
to address data literacy and instigation of 
access to and development of open access 
textbooks to decrease costs for students.” 

“Kennedy Library is proud to be 
an important part of Cal Poly’s cross-
disciplinary excellence,”said University 
Librarian Anna K. Gold.“Our culture of 
innovation reflects the strengths of Cal 
Poly’s students, faculty and staff.” —Staff 
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Taylor Santos-Karney 

Freshman takes individual title 

at National Rodeo
 

Taylor Santos-Karney, a first-year Cal 
Poly agricultural systems management 
major, won the tie-down roping title in 
June at the College National Finals Rodeo 
(CNFR) Championships in Casper, Wyo. 

“It was a dream come true, especially 
as a freshman,”said Santos-Karney. 
“I’ve worked for this our whole year and 
really since I was a little kid. To get the 
opportunity to go to the championship 
and win is amazing.” 

Santos-Karney entered the tournament 
as the top-ranked all-around male com­
petitor in the West Coast region. His spec­
tacular 8.4-second run in the short round 
of the competition put him at the head of 
the pack of 45 competitors representing 

35 schools across the country. He finished 
with a 37-second four-run total time. 

It’s the first time a Californian has 
won an individual CNFR title since 2006 
— when Santos-Karney’s coach, Ben 
Londo, brought home the all-around 
title as a Cal Poly student. 

“It’s great for Cal Poly to bring back 
another championship,”Londo said.“We 
have a long history of being a college ro­
deo powerhouse, and it’s exciting to see 
that coming back. I expect we’re going to 
be a big name in college rodeo for many 
years to come.” —Larry Peña 

See a video about Cal Poly Rodeo 
online at www.magazine.calpoly.edu 
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Student journalists ed zuchelli and olivia 
Degennaro on set. Photo by Steven Miller 

http:magazine.calpoly.edu
http:www.magazine.calpoly.edu
http:MustangNews.net


 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

  
 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

uniVersiTY neWs
 

Dean andrew Thulin Dean Scott DawsonDean andrew Thulin 

two New deans Appointed
 
Cal Poly has appointed new deans to 
lead the College of Agriculture, Food 
& Environmental Sciences and Orfalea 
College of Business. 

Andrew Thulin was named dean 
of the College of Agriculture, Food & 
Environmental Sciences in June. He 
previously led Cal Poly’s Animal Science 
Department for 15 years and has been 
serving as interim dean since former 
Dean David Wehner was tapped for a 
role in the university’s administration in 
July of 2013. 

Under Thulin’s leadership, the Animal 
Science Department implemented a new 
strategic vision that led to a significant 
expansion of facilities, faculty and staff. 
Graduation rates increased to nearly 90 
percent, and more than $16 million was 
raised for new laboratories and the con­
struction of a new beef center, animal 
nutrition center, and meat processing 
center, among other buildings. 

Scott Dawson, dean of the School of 
Business and Administration at Portland 
State University in Oregon, will begin 

6 / Cal Poly Magazine 

his post as dean of the Orfalea Col­
lege of Business in August. At Portland 
State, he led the creation of the school’s 
40-member Business Advisory Council, 
mobilizing business leaders in the local 
community to lend their talents to the 
school’s strategic and philanthropic de­
velopment. He was also instrumental in 
developing new international programs 
and industry partnerships. 

Dawson succeeds former Dean Dave 
Christy, who served from 2004 to 2013. 
Christy left Cal Poly to become provost 
of Baruch College in NewYork City. 
—Larry Peña 

mustang News 
wins 20 National 
and state Awards 

Mustang News, the Cal Poly Journalism 
Department’s student-run integrated 
newsroom, received national and state 
recognition with 20 awards from the 
Associated Collegiate Press and the 
California College Media Association. 
During the National College Journalism 
Convention this spring, the Associated 
Collegiate Press awarded Mustang News 
Best of Show awards in the Website and 
Multimedia Package categories. Mustang 
News also received third place for Best 
of Show in the Special Section category. 
The accolades follow significant changes 
in Cal Poly’s Journalism Department. In 
fall 2013, the department announced 
the development of Mustang News, an 
integrated, digital-first student news 
organization. As part of the integration, 
Mustang News now reaches across 
platforms to include a twice-weekly 
print edition, TV news broadcast, radio 
broadcast, mobile app, video stream, 
and social media presence — all found 
on the newly awarded website, 
MustangNews.net. —Paul Bittick 

kennedy 
Library Receives 
National Award 
for excellence 
The Association of College and Research 
Libraries (ACRL) has named Cal Poly’s 
Kennedy Library as a recipient of the 
2014 Excellence in Academic Libraries 
Award. The award recognizes library staff 
and programs that deliver exemplary 
services and resources to further the edu­
cational mission of the institution. 

ACRL awards are given out in uni­
versity, college and community college 
categories. The Kennedy Library won the 
award for best university library na­
tionwide. It is the first university library 
in California to receive the award. In 
addition to the recognition, the library 
received $3,000 at a ceremony held on 
campus during spring quarter. 

“We were taken by the LibRATs 
(Library Research Assistance Techni­
cians) program, in which highly trained 
students provide instruction and help 
other students with research,”said Joyce 
Ogburn, chair of the 2014 Excellence in 
Academic Libraries Committee and dean 
of libraries at Appalachian State Univer­
sity.“Among the library’s other innova­
tions are development of a Data Studio 
to address data literacy and instigation of 
access to and development of open access 
textbooks to decrease costs for students.” 

“Kennedy Library is proud to be 
an important part of Cal Poly’s cross-
disciplinary excellence,”said University 
Librarian Anna K. Gold.“Our culture of 
innovation reflects the strengths of Cal 
Poly’s students, faculty and staff.” —Staff 

uniVersiTY neWs
 

Taylor Santos-Karney 

Freshman takes individual title 

at National Rodeo
 

Taylor Santos-Karney, a first-year Cal 
Poly agricultural systems management 
major, won the tie-down roping title in 
June at the College National Finals Rodeo 
(CNFR) Championships in Casper, Wyo. 

“It was a dream come true, especially 
as a freshman,”said Santos-Karney. 
“I’ve worked for this our whole year and 
really since I was a little kid. To get the 
opportunity to go to the championship 
and win is amazing.” 

Santos-Karney entered the tournament 
as the top-ranked all-around male com­
petitor in the West Coast region. His spec­
tacular 8.4-second run in the short round 
of the competition put him at the head of 
the pack of 45 competitors representing 

35 schools across the country. He finished 
with a 37-second four-run total time. 

It’s the first time a Californian has 
won an individual CNFR title since 2006 
— when Santos-Karney’s coach, Ben 
Londo, brought home the all-around 
title as a Cal Poly student. 

“It’s great for Cal Poly to bring back 
another championship,”Londo said.“We 
have a long history of being a college ro­
deo powerhouse, and it’s exciting to see 
that coming back. I expect we’re going to 
be a big name in college rodeo for many 
years to come.” —Larry Peña 

See a video about Cal Poly Rodeo 
online at www.magazine.calpoly.edu 

magazine.calpoly.edu / 7 

Student journalists ed zuchelli and olivia 
Degennaro on set. Photo by Steven Miller 

http:magazine.calpoly.edu
http:www.magazine.calpoly.edu
http:MustangNews.net


  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 

 
 

  

 
   

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      

 

  

 

  

 
 

uniVersiTY neWs
 

Outstanding 
students honored 
at state Capitol 

In February, 17 of Cal Poly’s most accom­
plished students were invited to the 
state capitol in Sacramento, where they 
met with San Luis Obispo’s legisla­
tive representatives and were officially 
recognized on the floors of the Sen­
ate and Assembly. The group included 

The group included winners 
of engineering design 
competitions, budding 
business entrepreneurs, 
scientific researchers, and 
Congressional interns. 

winners of engineering design competi­
tions, budding business entrepreneurs, 
scientific researchers, and Congressional 
interns. The students represented all six 
of Cal Poly’s colleges. 

“It’s great to be recognized for your hard 
work and to be included in this group of 
people doing really impressive things,” 
said John Sekarak, a physics major who 
worked on a high-profile energy project 
this year in Italy.“I hope we get to keep 
doing things like this.” —Larry Peña 

8 / Cal Poly Magazine 

Payscale Ranks Cal Poly No. 7 for 
Return on investment 

Cal Poly ranks No. 7 among the nation’s 
public universities and No. 33 among 
all institutions for return on tuition 
investment, according to a listing from 
PayScale.com. 

The list includes the weighted total 
cost for a graduate based on in-state 
tuition rates along with the 20-year 
net return on investment. For Cal Poly, 
the total cost is $103,600 and return on 
investment is $611,700. 

The 2014 PayScale study looked at 
1,310 public, private, religious and secu­
lar universities around the nation. 

“Cal Poly provides Californians with 
an affordable avenue to a top-shelf edu­
cation that will pay dividends through­
out their lives,” said Cal Poly President 

Jeffrey D. Armstrong.“This latest Pay-
Scale listing shows that we are fulfilling 
our goal of providing students with an 
opportunity to transform themselves 
into the workforce-ready professionals 

For Cal Poly, the total cost 
is $103,600 and return on 
investment is $611,700. 

and future leaders our world needs — 
and to do it at an accessible price.” 

Cal Poly moved up two spots from 
its No. 9 ranking on last year’s PayScale 
ROI list in the public university category 
and four spots from the No. 37 spot on 
the overall listing. —Matt Lazier 

of the hack 
the Art 

Threat researcher 
ismael Valenzuela 
(standing) teaches 
Mcafee’s Malware 
Research analysis 
class to Cal Poly 
cybersecurity 
students. 

More than 4,100 graduates joined the ranks of Cal Poly’s alumni 
June 14 and 15 in this year’s spring commencement ceremonies. 
Read more at www.calpolynews.calpoly.edu. 
Photo by chris leschinskY 

builds upon an already-established interest, initi­
ated through a cybersecurity projects lab for students 
established with funding from Raytheon. The Cal Poly 
White Hat club uses the lab to make the Internet a 
safer place by protecting personal computers, private 
data and information systems. 

Spearheaded by the College of Engineering, the 
unique initiative seeks to educate all Cal Poly students 
in issues of cybersecurity. 

The new cyber lab, the first of its kind in the nation, 
enables students to study real-world computer security 
technologies, in a safe and controlled environment. 
Funded by the Northrop Grumman Foundation in 
a partnership, the cutting-edge lab features a direct 
connection to Northrop Grumman’s Virtual Cyber Lab, 
allowing students to work directly with the company’s 
cybersecurity experts and experience emerging chal­
lenges in real time. 

“This initiative is giving our students virtual access 
to some of the best resources in the world,” said Cal 
Poly President Jeffrey D. Armstrong.“It’s yet one more 
way in which Cal Poly is producing graduates uniquely 
prepared to meet the challenges of our complex society 
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New Initiative Turns Undergrads into
 
Cybersecurity Warriors of Tomorrow
 
bY Jo ann lloYd photography by briTTanY aPP 

i t made international news days before Christmas 
last year: Millions of Target customers’ credit card 
information was breached while they did busi­

ness at the nation’s No. 2 discounter, and according 
to reports, the biggest retail hack in U.S. history could 
have been prevented. 

In the not-too-distant future, Cal Poly computer 
science and computer engineering students will be 
equipped to spot, stop and prevent these types of 
attacks. The university’s new cybersecurity education 
initiative — which includes the Cybersecurity Center, 
Cal Poly Northrop Grumman Cyber Lab, cybersecurity 
curriculum, and a Cybersecurity Council — is prepar­
ing students to tackle the ever-increasing challenge of 
protecting peoples’ and organizations’ online privacy. 

Cal Poly’s momentum in cybersecurity education 

http:magazine.calpoly.edu
http:PayScale.com
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