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ININ RE:RE: ThisThis Issue,Issue, Gruber'sGruber's Schwartz's

reviewreview ofof Schwartz's 
JudaismJudaism andand VegetarianismVegetarianism 

JudaismJudaism andand Veget<;rrianlsmVeget<;rrianlsm isis aa 
polemicpolemic thatthat arguesargues thatthat basedbased onon 
JewishJewish values,values, peoplepeople shouldshould bebe vegevege
tarians.tarians. ItsIts messagemessage cancan bebe summedsummed 
upup byby thethe questionquestion withwith whichwhich II endend 
thethe book:book: 

IInn viewview ofof the.the. strongstrong JewishJewish 
mandatesmandates toto bebe compassionatecompassionate 
toto animals,animals, preservepreserve health,health, 
helphelp feedfeed thethe hungry,hungry, prepre
serveserve andand protectprotect thethe environenviron
ment,ment, andand seekseek andand pursuepursue 
peacepeace andand thethe veryvery negativenegative 
effectseffects flesh-centeredflesh-centered dietsdiets 
havehave inin eacheach ofof thesethese areas,areas, 
howhow dodo youyou justifyjustify notnot becombecom
inging aa vegetarian?vegetarian? 

WhileWhile hehe statesstates thatthat hehe isis aa vegevege
tarian,tarian, RabbiRabbi MarcMarc AlanAlan GruberGruber 
apparentlyapparently isis determineddetermined toto convinceconvince 
peoplepeople thatthat theythey needneed notnot bebe vegetavegeta
riansrians basedbased onon religiousreligious values.values. ToTo 
dodo thisthis hehe hashas writtenwritten aa reviewreview ofof mymy 
bookbook thatthat isis filledfilled withwith inaccurateinaccurate andand 
misleadingmisleading statementsstatements andand implications.implications. 

Gruber'sGruber's answeranswer toto thethe inhumaneinhumane 
excessesexcesses ofof factoryfactory farmingfarming isis toto elimelim
inateinate objectionableobjectionable practices.practices. SomeSome
howhow hehe neglectsneglects toto telltell usus howhow toto dodo 
thth is.is. DoesDoes hehe exex pectpect thosethose whowho rara iisese 
animalsanimals toto forgetforget theirtheir economiceconomic interinter
estsests andand bebe moremore considerateconsiderate ofof aniani
mals?mals? 

WithWith regarega rdrd toto health,health, GruberGruber isis 
evidentlyevidently uu nawanawa rere ofof thethe strongstrong 
recentrecent evidenceevidence IiIi nkinki ngng meat-centeredmeat-centered 
dietsdiets toto heartheart attacks,attacks, manymany typestypes ofof 
cancer,cancer, andand otherother diseases.diseases. HisHis 
assertionassertion thatthat "Even"Even ifif thethe medicalmedical 
evidenceevidence indicatesindicates thatthat aa vegetarianvegetarian 
dietdiet wouwou IdId increaseincrease ouou rr longevity,longevity, itit 
isis unfoundedunfounded thatthat thethe humanhuman lifelife spanspan 
wouldwould increaseincrease byby 800800 yearsyears oror more,"more," 

completelycompletely distortsdistorts mymy statementstatement (pp.(pp. 
2,3)2,3) thatthat "Of"Of course,course, aa shiftshift toto aa 
sensiblesensible vegetarianvegetarian dietdiet willwill notnot 
increaseincrease lifelife spansspans toto anywhereanywhere nearnear 
thosethose ofof earlyearly people,people, butbut r'ecentr'ecent 
medicalmedical evidenceevidence indicatesindicates thatthat itit 
wouldwould leadlead toto anan increaseincrease inin thethe aver' aver' 
ageage spanspan ofof life."life." 

Gr'uber'sGr'uber's assertionassertion thatthat II dodo notnot 
definedefine whatwhat isis "natural""natural" regardingregarding thethe 
humanhuman dietdiet convenientlyconveniently overlooksoverlooks thethe 
discussiondiscussion onon pagespages 3535 andand 3636 andand thethe 
tabletable onon pagepage 3737 whichwhich clearlyclearly showshow 
thatthat biologicallybiologically wewe areare closestclosest toto fruitfruit 
eatingeating animals.animals. HeHe convenientlyconveniently 
ignoresignores 77 outout ofof thethe 88 anatomicalanatomical simisimi
laritieslarities given.given. Also,Also, thethe factfact thatthat 
peolepeole havehave developeddeveloped toolstools whwh ichich 
enableenable usus toto slaughterslaughter animalsanimals andand 
pp reparepa rere meatmeat toto eateat doesdoes notnot meamea nn 
thatthat itit isis naturalnatural for"for" usus toto eateat meat,meat, 
anyany moremore thanthan thethe wor"ld'swor"ld's cut'rentcut'rent 
arsenalarsenal ofof 50,00050,000 nuclearnuclear weaponsweapons 
makesmakes thethe productionproduction ofof suchsuch armaarma
mentsments natunatu ral.ral. 

Gruber,Gruber, similarly,similarly, downplaysdownplays thethe 
effectseffects thatthat aa switchswitch toto vegetavegeta riaria nn 
dietsdiets couldcould havehave inin reducingreducing thethe 
scandalscandal ofof globalglobal hunger.hunger. HeHe convenconven
ientlyiently ignoresignores thethe manymany statisticsstatistics inin 
mymy bookbook whichwhich showshow justjust howhow wastefulwasteful 
ofof grain,grain, land,land, water,water, fuel,fuel, pesti pesti 
cides,cides, andand fertilizerfertilizer meat-centeredmeat-centered 
dietsdiets are.are. WhileWhile GruberGruber isis correctcorrect inin 
statingstating thatthat hungerhunger isis primarilyprimarily 
relatedrelated toto thethe distributiondistribution ofof foodfood andand 
wealth,wealth, hehe overlooksoverlooks mymy statementstatement 
that,that, afterafter peoplepeople shiftedshifted toto vegetavegeta
rianrian diets,diets, "it"it wouldwould thenthen bebe necesneces
sarysary toto promotepromote policiespolicies thatthat wouldwould 
enableenable peoplepeople inin thethe underdevelopedunderdeveloped 
countriescountries toto useuse theirtheir resourcesresources andand 
skillsskills toto becomebecome foodfood self-reliant."self-reliant." 
BeingBeing awareaware thatthat vegetarianismvegetarianism isis onlyonly 
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partpart ofof thethe answeranswer toto globalglobal hunger,hunger, II 
addressaddress thisthis issueissue inin far'far' moremore detaildetail 
inin mymy r'ecentlyr'ecently publishedpublished book,book, JudaJuda
ismism andand GlobalGlobal Survival.Survival. TheThe mattermatter 
ofof conscienceconscience thatthat GruberGruber failsfails toto 
addr'essaddr'ess isis howhow aa per'sonper'son cancan continuecontinue 
aa dietdiet whichwhich involvesinvolves thethe wastewaste ofof soso 
muchmuch graingrain andand thethe importingimporting ofof beefbeef 
fr'omfr'om poverty-str'ickenpoverty-str'icken countriescountries (the(the 
U.S.U.S. leadsleads thethe worldworld inin thisthis t·egard)t·egard) 
whenwhen millionsmillions ofof peoplepeople diedie ofof hungerhunger 
eacheach year.year. 

GruberGruber similiarlysimiliarly downplaysdownplays thethe 
violationsviolations ofof balbal tashchittashchit (the(the BiblicalBiblical 
pt'ohibitionpt'ohibition againstagainst wastefulness)wastefulness) 
relatedrelated toto meat-centeredmeat-centered diets.diets. Since,Since, 
asas hehe states,states, thethe productionproduction ofof foodfood isis 
certainlycertainly aa usefuluseful purpose,purpose, hehe isis notnot 
botheredbothered byby thethe wastewaste ofof valuablevaluable 
productiveproductive resouresou rcesrces associatedassociated withwith 
livestocklivestock agriculture.agriculture. OnceOnce againagain hehe 
assertsasserts thatthat ratherrather thanthan tutu rningrning toto 
vegetarianism,vegetarianism, wewe shouldshould adoptadopt lessless 
wastefulwasteful methodsmethods ofof r'aisingr'aising andand 
slaughteringslaughtering cattle,cattle, withoutwithout explainingexplaining 
howhow thisthis cancan bebe donedone inin thethe faceface ofof 
thethe hungerhunger ofof corporationscorporations forfor thethe 
maximizationmaximization ofof profits.profits. 

FinallyFinally GruberGruber deniesdenies thethe valuevalue ofof 
vegetarianismvegetarianism in·in· creatingcreating aa moremore 
peacefupeacefu II world..world.. IInn spitespite ofof overover
whelmingwhelming evidence,evidence, hehe denden iesies thatthat 
moremore peoplepeople wouwou IdId bebe ableable toto enjoyenjoy 
thethe earth'searth's resourcesresources jfjf everyoneeveryone ateate 
aa vegetarianvegetarian diet.diet. HeHe challengeschallenges thethe 
ideaidea thatthat vegetarianismvegetarianism helpshelps peoplepeople toto 
bebe moremore peaceful,peaceful, compassionate,compassionate, andand 
humanehumane byby bringingbringing upup thethe ruthlessruthless 
"vegetarian""vegetarian" AdolphAdolph Hitler.Hitler. ThisThis isis 
equivalentequivalent toto condemningcondemning allall membersmembers 
ofof aa group,group, forfor example,example, becausebecause ofof 
thethe unethicalunethical actsacts ofof oneone member.member. 
ForFor thethe record,record, severalseveral biographersbiographers ofof 
HitlerHitler havehave commentedcommented onon hishis fondnessfondness 
forfor severalseveral typestypes ofof meat;meat; HitlerHitler evievi
dentlydently waswas aa vegetarianvegetarian forfor severalseveral 
periodsperiods ofof hishis lifelife toto helphelp overcomeovercome 
thethe negativenegative heahea IthIth effectseffects ofof hishis gengen
era��yera��y meat-basedmeat-based diet.diet. 

GruberGruber claimsclaims thatthat mymy extensiveextensive 

chapterchapter onon questionsquestions frequentlyfrequently askedasked 
ofof jewishjewish vegetariansvegetarians doesdoes notnot answeranswer 
thethe onesones raisedraised inin hishis review.review. But,But, 
hehe overlooksoverlooks mymy questionquestion 1515 (page(page 
81),81), which,which, II believe,believe, directlydirectly 
addressesaddresses Gruber'sGruber's mostmost consistentconsistent 
argumentargument againstagainst mymy book:book: 

Question:Question: IInsteadnstead ofof advoadvo
catingcating vegetarianism,vegetarianism, shouldn'tshouldn't 
wewe trytry toto alleviatealleviate thethe eyilseyils ofof 
thethe factor'yfactor'y farmingfarming systemsystem soso 
thatthat animalsanimals areare treatedtreated better,better, 
lessless graingrain isis wasted,wasted, andand lessless 
health-harminghealth-harming chemicalchemical areare 
used?used? 

Answer:Answer: TheThe breedingbreeding ofof 
animalsanimals isis aa bigbig business,business, 
whosewhose primeprime concernconcern isis p,·ofit.p,·ofit. 
AnimalsAnimals areare raisedraised thethe wayway 
theythey areare todaytoday becausebecause itit 
increasesincreases profits.profits. ImprovingImproving 
conditionsconditions asas suggestedsuggested byby thisthis 
questionquestion wouldwould certainlycertainly bebe 
stronglystrongly resistedresisted byby thethe meatmeat 
industryindustry and,and, ifif successful,successful, 
wouldwould greatlygreatly increaseincrease alal readyready 
highhigh pl'ices.pl'ices. 

HereHere areare twotwo countercounter quesques
tions.tions. WhyWhy notnot abstainabstain fromfrom 
eatingeating meatmeat asas aa protestprotest 
againstagainst presentpresent policiespolicies whilewhile 
tryingtrying toto improveimprove them?them? EvenEven 
underunder thethe bestbest ofof conditions,conditions, 
whywhy taketake thethe lifelife ofof aa creaturecreature 
ofof God,God, "whose"whose tendertender merciesmercies 
areare overover allall hishis creatures,"creatures," 
whenwhen itit isis notnot necessanecessa ryry forfor 
properproper nutrition?nutrition? 

HisHis otherother questionsquestions areare answeredanswered 
byby thethe abundanceabundance ofof informationinformation inin mymy 
bookbook showingshowing thethe negativenegative effectseffects ofof 
fleshflesh -centered-centered dietsdiets withwith regarega I'dI'd toto 
thethe treatmenttreatment ofof animals,animals, humanhuman 
health,health, worldworld hunger,hunger, pollution,pollution, 
waste,waste, andand thethe possibilitypossibility ofof war.war. 

RabbiRabbi GruberGruber isis soso determineddetermined toto 
argueargue againstagainst vegetarianismvegetarianism thatthat hehe 
ignoresignores thethe greatgreat weightweight judaismjudaism 
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traditionallytraditionally givesgives toto TalmudicTalmudic sagessages 
andand BiblicalBiblical commentatorscommentators inin explainexplain
inging andand clarifyingclarifying versesverses ofof thethe 
Torah.Torah. Hence,Hence, whenwhen hehe assertsasserts thatthat 
GenesisGenesis 11 :29:29 maymay notnot indicateindicate thatthat 
peoplepeople werewere meantmeant toto bebe vegetarians,vegetarians, 
hehe isis disagreeingdisagreeing withwith thethe opinionopinion ofof 
countlesscountless rabbisrabbis andand scholars,scholars, whowho 
havehave analyzedanalyzed thethe TorahTorah inin greatgreat 
detail.detail. IfIf thisthis verseverse werewere notnot meantmeant 
asas aa prohibitionprohibition againstagainst eatingeating meat,meat, 
whywhy _was_was itit necessarynecessary forfor GodGod toto laterlater 
givegive permissionpermission toto NoahNoah toto useuse animalsanimals 
forfor food?food? 

HeHe alsoalso distortsdistorts severalseveral ofof mymy 
statementsstatements relatedrelated toto thethe Bible.Bible. ForFor 
example,example, hehe statesstates thatthat II attributeattribute thethe 
reductionreduction inin lifelife spansspans recordedrecorded inin thethe 
BibleBible toto thethe changechange ofof dietdiet fromfrom vegevege
tariantarian toto meatmeat consuming.consuming. InIn thethe 
book,book, II statestate thatthat thisthis isis "a"a possiblepossible 
explanation."explanation." HeHe alsoalso claimsclaims thatthat II 
assertassert thatthat "a"a carnivorouscarnivorous dietdiet leadsleads 
humanshumans toto suchsuch corruptcorrupt practicespractices asas 
eatingeating limbslimbs torntorn fromfrom livingliving animals."animals." 
WhatWhat II dodo indicateindicate isis thatthat becausebecause ofof 
suchsuch corruptcorrupt practices,practices, asas aa concesconces
sionsion toto people'speople's weakness,weakness, permissionpermission 
toto eateat meatmeat waswas givengiven toto NoahNoah (Gen.(Gen. 
9:3.)9:3.) SeveralSeveral moremore examplesexamples ofof 
incorrectincorrect assertionsassertions byby Gruber·Gruber· couldcould 
bebe given.given. 

II dodo frequentlyfrequently quotequote greatgreat JewishJewish 
authoritiesauthorities throughoutthroughout thethe book.book. ThisThis 
isis toto illustrateillustrate thatthat thethe analysisanalysis andand 
opinionsopinions areare notnot justjust mine,mine, butbut areare 
basedbased onon JewishJewish tradition,tradition, asas interinter
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pretedpreted byby JewishJewish scholars.scholars. WithoutWithout 
thethe supportsupport ofof thesethese greatgreat leadet~s,leadet~s, 

mymy argumentsarguments wouldwould havehave farfar lessless 
weight.weight. 

II amam sorrysorry thatthat Gruber,Gruber, aa longlong
timetime vegetarian,vegetarian, isis unhappyunhappy withwith mymy 
book.book. However,However, JudaismJudaism andand VegetaVegeta
rianismrianism .. hashas beenbeen enthusiasticallyenthusiastically 
receivedreceived (50(50 favorablefavorable reviews),reviews), espeespe
ciallycially byby JewishJewish vegetarians.vegetarians. Mr.Mr. 
PhilipPhilip Pick,Pick, thethe founderfounder ofof thethe interinter
nationalnational "Jewish"Jewish VegetarianVegetarian Society"Society" 
wrotewrote thethe forewordforeword toto thethe book.book. AA 
reviewreview inin thethe JewishJewish VegetarianVegetarian calledcalled 
JudaismJudaism andand Vegetarianism"Vegetarianism" ...... aa brilbril
liantliant bookbook ofof outstandingoutstanding meritmerit ...... aa 
classclass icic thatthat shouldshould fifi ndnd itsits wayway intointo 
everyevery JewishJewish bookcasebookcase andand certainlycertainly 
ofof interestinterest toto allall othersothers whowho lovelove toto 
widenwiden theithei rr -knowledge-knowledge ofof thethe ancientancient 
andand compassionatecompassionate philosophies."philosophies." 

RabbiRabbi GruberGruber startsstarts andand endsends hishis 
reviewreview byby statingstating thatthat II bringbring outout thethe 
correctcorrect principlesprinciples butbut failfail toto properlyproperly 
developdevelop themthem toto convinceconvince readersreaders toto 
becomebecome vegetavegeta rians.rians. IInn viewview ofof thethe 
manymany problemsproblems relatedrelated toto meat-cenmeat-cen
teredtered diets,diets, hehe wouldwould dodo aa gt~eatgt~eat pubpub
liclic serviceservice ifif hehe wouldwould dropdrop hishis 
apparentapparent anti-vegetariananti-vegetarian biasbias andand 
showshow usus aa betterbetter wayway toto useuse JewishJewish 
valval uesues toto conviconvi ncence peoplepeople toto adoptadopt 
vegetarianvegetarian diets.diets. UntilUntil hehe doesdoes this,this, 
hehe appearsappears toto bebe inin thethe positionposition ofof 
oneone whowho criticizescriticizes withoutwithout havinghaving anyany
thingthing betterbetter toto offer.offer. 

RichardRichard H.H. Schwartz�Schwartz 
CollegeCollege ofof StatenStaten Island�Island 

ININ RE:RE: E&AV/3,E&AV/3, White'sWhite's reviewreview ofof Norton's�Norton's 
"Environmental"Environmental EthicsEthics Anthropocentrism"�andand WeakWeak Anthropocentrism" 

InIn hishis reviewreview ofof mymy "Environmental"Environmental JamesJames E.E. WhiteWhite misunde-rstandsmisunde-rstands thethe 
EthicsEthics andand WeakWeak AnthAnth ropocentrism,ropocentrism, "" logiclogic ofof mymy case.case. .He.He arguesargues thatthat thethe 
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examplesexamples II includeinclude inin orderorder toto illusillus
tratetrate mymy casecase at'eat'e notnot reallyreally examplesexamples 
ofof anthropocentricaliyanthropocentricaliy basedbased ethics.ethics. 
PerhapsPerhaps mymy examplesexamples areare notnot unexunex
ceptionable.ceptionable. Her'eHer'e isis notnot thethe placeplace toto 
enterenter intointo detaileddetailed textualtextual analysis.analysis. 
MyMy casecase doesdoes notnot t~estt~est onon examples,examples, 
butbut onon mymy analysisanalysis andand frameworkframework ofof 
defidefi nn itionition ss .. 

II saysay thatthat anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
wilwil bebe "adequate""adequate" ifif itit providesprovides aa setset 
ofof pt'inciplespt'inciples sufficientlysufficiently strongstrong toto 
proscribeproscribe behaviorsbehaviors "wh"wh ichich vivi rtuallyrtually 
allall environmentallyenvironmentally sensitivesensitive individuindividu
alsals agreeagree at'eat'e environmentallyenvironmentally destrucdestruc
tive."tive." AndAnd II aa rguergue thatthat weawea kk anthanth roro
pocentt'ism,pocentt'ism, anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
thatthat distinguishesdistinguishes betweenbetween actualactual feltfelt 
pt'eferencespt'eferences (which(which maymay bebe irrational)irrational) 
andand consideredconsidered feltfelt preferencespreferences 
(rationally(rationally justifiablejustifiable preferences)preferences) isis 
adequateadequate inin thisthis sense.sense. WhileWhile thethe 
pursuitpursuit ofof selfish,selfish, short.,.term,short.,.term, concon
sumptivesumptive desidesi resres maymay leadlead toto thethe 
destructiondestruction ofof nature,nature, aa far-sightedfar-sighted 
individualindividual withwith scientificscientific knowledge,knowledge, 
rationallyrationally defensibledefensible moralmoral ideals,ideals, andand 
aa setset ofof preferencespreferences consistentconsistent withwith 
suchsuch aa worldworld viewview wouldwould protectprotect 
natunatu rere fot~fot~ humanhuman t'easons.t'easons. ThisThis propro
tectiontection isis essentialessential forfor thethe long-termlong-term 
survivalsurvival ofof thethe humanhuman species.species. FurFur
ther,ther, aa rationalrational individualindividual wouldwould seesee 
thethe valuevalue ofof wildwild speciesspecies andand naturalnatural 
ecosystemsecosystems asas occasionsoccasions examiforfor thethe exami
nationnation andand reformationreformation ofof shortshort
sighted,sighted, selfish,selfish, andand consumptiveconsumptive 
materialisticmaterialistic values.values. II callcall thethe valuevalue 
ofof suchsuch experiencesexperiences "transformative.""transformative." 

HowHow badlybadly WhiteWhite misconstruesmisconstrues mymy 
argumentargument isis indicatedindicated byby hishis concluconclu
sionsion thatthat "[weak"[weak anthropocentrism]anthropocentrism] 
pl'esentspl'esents nono thth reatreat toto advocatesadvocates ofof 
nonanona nthnth ropocentrism,ropocentrism, .... IfIf •• NoNo thth reatreat 
waswas ever'ever' suggestedsuggested oror implied-Iimplied-I 
showedshowed thatthat environmentalenvironmental policypolicy makmak
ersers needneed notnot choosechoose betweenbetween strongstrong 
anthanth ropocentrism,ropocentrism, thethe viewview thatthat 
naturenature hashas valuevalue onlyonly forfor fulfillingfulfilling thethe 
demandsdemands thatthat ourour currentlycurrently misguidedmisguided 
societysociety registers,registers, andand nonannonan
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thropocentrism,thropocentrism, whichwhich positsposits intrinsicintrinsic 
valuevalue forfor nonhumannonhuman species.species. 

ThatThat pro-environmentalpro-environmental policypolicy makmak
ersers mightmight wishwish toto avoidavoid thisthis choicechoice isis 
indicatedindicated byby thethe almostalmost completecomplete lacklack 
ofof theoreticaltheoretical explanationexplanation andand justi-fjjusti-fj
cationcation ofof claimsclaims attributingattributing intrinsicintrinsic 
valuevalue toto nonhumansnonhumans (see,(see, forfor examp1le,examp1le, 
thethe disclaimersdisclaimers listedlisted byby TomTom ReganRegan inin 
thethe "The"The NatureNature andand PossibilityPossibility ofof anan 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethic,"Ethic," EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
EthicsEthics 33 (1981),(1981), pp.pp. 19-34).19-34). TheThe 
bubu rdenrden ofof mymy casecase waswas toto showshow thatthat aa 
formform ofof anthanth ropocentrismropocentrism whwh ichich placesplaces 
appropriateappropriate weightweight onon humanhuman idealsideals 
embeddedembedded consistentlyconsistently withinwithin aa rationration
allyally defensibledefensible worldworld viewview wouldwould 
includeinclude principlesprinciples adequateadequate toto protectprotect 
wildwild speciesspecies andand naturalnatural ecosystems.ecosystems. 
II intentionallyintentionally leftleft openopen thethe questionquestion 
ofof whetherwhether nonhumannonhuman speciesspecies oror specspec
imensimens havehave intrinsicintrinsic value.value. II dodo notnot 
seesee howhow suchsuch claimsclaims cancan bebe evaluatedevaluated 
untiluntil nonanthropocentristsnonanthropocentrists givegive aa muchmuch 
clearerclearer explanationexplanation ofof whatwhat charactercharacter
isticsistics indicateindicate andand justifyjustify suchsuch value.value. 

QuiteQuite asideaside fromfrom thethe truthtruth ofof suchsuch 
abstractabstract claims,claims, policypolicy makersmakers cancan 
justifiablyjustifiably askask whetherwhether philosophersphilosophers 
cancan justifyjustify environmentalenvironmental protectionprotection onon 
somesome otherother basis.basis. MustMust thethe developdevelop
mentment ofof anan adequateadequate environmentalenvironmental 
polpol icyicy waitwait uu ntinti II phph iilosopherslosophers resolveresolve 
theirtheir internecineinternecine quarrelsquarrels aboutabout 
whetherwhether humanshumans areare "superior""superior" toto 
plantsplants andand animalsanimals andand soso forth?forth? 
(See,(See, forfor example,example, PaulPaul Taylor,Taylor, "Are"Are 
HumansHumans SuperiorSuperior toto AnimalsAnimals andand 
Plants?"Plants?" EnvironmentalEnvironmental EthicsEthics 66 
(1984),(1984), pp.pp. 149-160.)149-160.) GivenGiven thethe lacklack 
ofof specificityspecificity of,of, andand absenceabsence ofof anyany 
concon senssens usus on,on, claimsclaims ofof intriintri nsicnsic valval ueue 
suchsuch asas Regan'sRegan's andand Taylor's,Taylor's, policypolicy 
makersmakers mightmight wellwell fearfear thatthat humanshumans 
willwill livelive inin anan otherwiseotherwise sterilesterile worldworld 
beforebefore philosophersphilosophers agreeagree onon aa concon
ceptcept ofof intrinsicintrinsic valuevalue sufficientlysufficiently 
justifiedjustified andand preciseprecise toto determinedetermine thethe 
detailsdetails ofof environmentalenvironmental policy.policy. 

TheThe pupu rposerpose ofof mymy paperpaper waswas toto 
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showshow thatthat proscriptionsproscriptions againstagainst envienvi
ronmentalronmental destructiondestruction andand thethe generagenera
tiontion ofof aa positivepositive envienvi ronmentalronmental policypolicy 
needneed notnot waitwait uponupon thesethese philosophicalphilosophical 
developments.developments. IfIf thisthis argumentargument isis 
consideredconsidered aa "threat""threat" byby nonanthropononanthropo
centrists,centrists, thisthis maymay resultresult moremore fromfrom 
theirtheir embarassmentembarassment atat beingbeing unableunable toto 
describedescribe adequateadequate principlesprinciples forfor envienvi
ronmentalronmental protectionprotection derivingderiving fromfrom 
theirtheir ethicalethical andand metaphysicalmetaphysical views,views, 
thanthan fromfrom mymy casecase thatthat environmentalenvironmental 
policypolicy formationformation cancan proceedproceed onon 
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another,another, equallyequally adequateadequate basis.basis. 
(See,(See, forfor example,example, PeterPeter Singer'sSinger's 
problemsproblems inin det~ivingdet~iving fl~omfl~om hishis nonannonan
thropocentricthropocentric principlesprinciples ·any·any specialspecial 
obligationobligation toto givegive specialspecial treatmenttreatment toto 
individualindividual membersmembers ofof nearlynearly extinctextinct 
species.species. "Not"Not forfor HumansHumans Only:Only: TheThe 
PlacePlace ofof NonhumansNonhumans inin EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
Issues,"Issues," inin K.K. GoodpasterGoodpaster andand K.K. 
Sayr~e,Sayr~e, EthicsEthics andand thethe ProblemsProblems ofof thethe 
21st21st CenturyCentury (South(South Bend,Bend, Ind.:Ind.: 
NotreNotre DameDame UniversityUniversity Press,Press, 1979),1979), 
p.p. 203.)203.) 

BBryarya nn G.G. Norton�Norton 
NewNew CollegeCollege ofof thethe UniversityUniversity ofof SouthSouth Florida�Florida 

ININ RE:RE: ThisThis Issue,Issue, White'sWhite's reviewreview ofof Loftin's�Loftin's 
Hunting"�"The"The MoralityMorality ofof Hunting" 

II agreeagree thatthat huntershunters areare notnot thethe 
onlyonly groupgroup workingworking toto preservepreserve habihabi
tattat forfor wildlife.wildlife. ThereThere areare manymany othoth
ers,ers, butbut toto subtractsubtract huntershunters (and(and 
fishermen?)fishermen?) fromfrom thethe totaltotal socialsocial efforteffort 
wouldwould havehave aa seriousserious weakeningweakening 
effect'.effect'. InIn Florida,Florida, wherewhere II live,live, II 
havehave oftenoften seenseen hunters,hunters, fishermen,fishermen, 
birdbird watchers,watchers, hikers,hikers, campers,campers, andand 
othersothers workwork togethertogether forfor enen vivi ronmenronmen
taltal causescauses suchsuch asas stoppingstopping thethe CrossCross 
FloridaFlorida BargeBarge CanalCanal oror settingsetting asideaside 
thethe pricelesspriceless GuanaGuana tract.tract. WithoutWithout 
thethe huntershunters II don'tdon't thinkthink wewe couldcould 
havehave prevailedprevailed asas oftenoften asas wewe have.have. 

II don'tdon't knowknow whatwhat aa happyhappy lifelife isis 
forfor aa White-tailedWhite-tailed DeerDeer oror aa BobwhiteBobwhite 
Quail.Quail. IfIf aa happyhappy lifelife meansmeans notnot toto 
bebe hunted,hunted, nono quailquail willwill knowknow thatthat 
untiluntil RedRed FoxesFoxes andand Cooper'sCooper's HawksHawks 
becomebecome extinct.extinct. TheThe reviewerreviewer seemsseems 
toto regarega rdrd aa "happy"happy life"life" andand aa "nor"nor
malmal life"life" forfor aa gamegame animalanimal asas thethe 
same.same. AA normalnormal lifelife forfor aa gamegame animalanimal 
isis toto bebe hunted,hunted, and,and, moremore oftenoften thanthan 
not,not, toto diedie inin violenceviolence andand pain.pain. IfIf II 
hadhad mymy way,way, thethe liveslives ofof manymany moremore 

White-tailedWhite-tailed DeerDeer inin FloridaFlorida wouldwould endend 
underunder thethe fangsfangs ofof aa Flol'idaFlol'ida Panther.Panther. 
II wouldwould likelike toto seesee thethe r~e-establishr~e-establish

mentment ofof thethe naturalnatural predatorspredators toto concon
troltrol overpopulationoverpopulation amongamong gamegame aniani
mals.mals. ThatThat isis thethe normalnormal life.'life.' 
WhetherWhether itit isis aa "happy""happy" lifelife II cannotcannot 
say,say, but,but, toto quotequote AidaAida Leopold,Leopold, "it"it 
isis aa poorpoor lifelife thatthat achievesachieves freedomfreedom 
fromfrom fear."fear." 

II supposesuppose thatthat byby aa "happy"happy life"life" 
thethe reviewerreviewer hashas inin mindmind somethingsomething 
likelike thethe lotlot ofof thethe tametame ducksducks thatthat 
loiterloiter aroundaround 
gracegrace manymany 
TheseThese animalsanimals 
hanghang aa rourou ndnd 
becausebecause thethe 
themthem bread.bread. 

thethe artificialartificial pondsponds thatthat 
apartmentapartment complexes.complexes. 

areare notnot confined,confined, theythey 
ofof theithei rr ownown accordaccord andand 
apartmentapartment dwellersdwellers feedfeed 
TheyThey areare notnot huntedhunted byby 

humanhuman oror naturalnatural predators,predators, andand theythey 
don'tdon't havehave toto workwork toto makemake aa livingliving soso 
II guessguess theythey mustmust leadlead "happy"happy lives."lives." 
AllAll theythey havehave toto dodo isis eateat andand bt~eed,bt~eed, 

soso afterafter aa fewfew generationsgenerations ofof miscemisce
genationgenation theythey areare anan oddodd lotlot indeed.indeed. 
SinceSince natunatu ralral selectionselection isis notnot operatoperat
inging toto honehone theirtheir genericgeneric heritageheritage toto 
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thethe razorrazor sharpnesssharpness necessarynecessary forfor 
survivalsurvival inin thethe wild,wild, allall sortssorts ofof gengen
ericeric odditiesoddities aa rere seenseen inin thesethese motleymotley 
assemblases.assemblases. ApparentlyApparently thisthis isis thethe 
sortsort ofof lifelife thatthat somesome animalsanimals liberalibera
tioniststionists wouldwould likelike toto seesee allall animalsanimals 
leadlead (see(see IfIf Predation"Predation" byby SteveSteve 
Sapontzis,Sapontzis, EthicsEthics && AnimalsAnimals 5:5: 27)27) .. 
Personally,Personally, II r-egardr-egard thesethese poorpoor creacrea
turestures asas objectsobjects ofof pitypity mingledmingled withwith 
disgust.disgust. 

I'mI'm notnot suresure aboutabout thethe feasibilityfeasibility ofof 
aa sterilizationsterilization programprogram toto controlcontrol 
over'populationover'population ofof gamegame animals.animals. PrePre
sumablysumably thisthis wouldwould involveinvolve capturingcapturing 
lar-gelar-ge numbersnumbers ofof malemale animalsanimals forfor 
vasectomiesvasectomies oror somethsometh iingng ofof thethe sor't.sor't. 
SuchSuch anan efforteffort wouwou IdId bebe enormouslyenormously 
timetime consumingconsuming andand expensive,expensive, soso atat 
thethe presentpresent time,time, II don'tdon't thinkthink thisthis 
solutionsolution isis technicallytechnically feasible.feasible. ButBut 
thethe interestinginteresting philosophicalphilosophical questionquestion 
is-Supposeis-Suppose itit were?were? LefsLefs imagineimagine aa 
sterilizationsterilization drugdrug whichwhich workedworked onlyonly 
onon White-tailedWhite-tailed DeerDeer whichwhich couldcould bebe 
distributeddistributed atat lowlow costcost simplysimply byby 
scatteringscattering itit atat saltsalt lickslicks or"or" broadbroad

castingcasting itit fromfrom aircra.ft.aircra.ft. WouldWould aa goodgood 
utilitarianutilitarian preferprefer thisthis toto contr"ollingcontr"olling 
overpopulationoverpopulation byby hunting?hunting? ItIt seemsseems 
obviousobvious toto meme thatthat thethe answeranswer isis yes.yes. 
MyMy personalpersonal preferencepreference wouldwould 'be'be toto 
fosterfoster naturalnatural predators,predators, butbut cheap,cheap, 
feasiblefeasible sterilizationsterilization wouldwould bebe preferaprefera
bleble toto huntinghunting toto contro'lcontro,1 excessexcess popupopu
lationlation inin thosethose animalsanimals thatthat willwill overover
populatepopulate andand stressstress thethe habitat.habitat. 

TheThe finalfinal pointpoint thethe reviewerreviewer makesmakes 
isis thatthat inin hishis honesthonest opinion,opinion, thethe badbad 
consequencesconsequences ofof spospo ......tt huntinghunting outout
weighweigh thethe goodgood consequences.consequences. ThisThis 
pointspoints upup whatwhat hashas longlong beenbeen realizedrealized 
aboutabout utilitarianismutilitarianism oror anyany consequenconsequen
tialisttialist position-justposition-just howhow doesdoes oneone 
weighweigh thethe consequences?consequences? HuntersHunters 
shootshoot otherother huntershunters (and(and non-huntnon-hunt
ers)ers) eacheach yearyear justjust asas swimmersswimmers areare 
drowneddrowned eacheach year.year. AreAre the.the. liveslives 
lostlost swimmingswimming enoughenough toto prohibitprohibit thesethese 
activities?activities? II don'tdon't knowknow ofof anyany iintelntel
ligentligent wayway toto answeranswer thatthat question,question, 
whichwhich isis onlyonly toto pointpoint upup thethe majormajor 
weaknessweakness ofof consequentialistconsequentialist ethicalethical 
thinking.thinking. 

RobertRobert W.W. Loftin�Loftin 
UniversityUniversity ofof NorthNorth Florida�Florida 

ININ RE:RE: ThisThis Issue,Issue, Sapontzis'sSapontzis's Callicott's�reviewreview ofof Callicott's 
"Animal"Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA Affair"�TriangularTriangular Affair" 

wrotewrote "Animal"Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA TriTri
angularangular Affair"Affair" inaina bold,bold, swashbuckswashbuck
lingling stylestyle preciselyprecisely inin orderorder toto attractattract 
thethe kindkind ofof cdticalcdtical noticenotice whichwhich SteveSteve 
F.F. SapontzisSapontzis hashas givengiven itit here.here. MyMy 
primaprima ryry pupu rposerpose waswas toto dd rawraw aa shasha rprp 
distinctiondistinction betweenbetween envienvi ronmentalronmental andand 
animalanimal welfarewelfare ethics,ethics, which,which, beforebefore 
"A"A TriangularTriangular Affair"Affair" appeared,appeared, hadhad 
beenbeen generallygenerally (and(and carelessly)carelessly) concon
fused.fused. AA secondaseconda ryry pupu rposerpose waswas toto 
drawdraw animalanimal welfarewelfare ethicistsethicists (a(a muchmuch 
largerlarger contingentcontingent ofof professionalprofessional 

philosophersphilosophers becausebecause animalanimal welfarewelfare 
ethicsethics restrest uponupon muchmuch moremore timid,timid, 
conventionalconventional precepts)precepts) intointo debatedebate 
withwith environmentalenvironmental ethicistsethicists (a(a muchmuch 
smallersmaller contingentcontingent ofof professionalprofessional phiphi
losopherslosophers becausebecause environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics 
requirerequire muchmuch moremore creativecreative ethicalethical 
theorytheory building).building). AtAt thethe timetime itit waswas 
writtenwritten aa cozy,cozy, essentiallyessentially internecineinternecine 
controversycontroversy waswas bubblingbubbling alongalong 
betweenbetween conservativeconservative humanitarianhumanitarian 
ethicistsethicists ("moral("moral humanists"humanists" asas 
calledcalled themthem there)there) likelike R.R. G.G. FreyFrey 
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andand liberalliberal animalanimal liberationistsliberationists 
("humane("humane moralists")moralists") likelike TomTom Regan.Regan. 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental ethicsethics asas suchsuch waswas simsim
plyply lala rgelyrgely ignored.ignored. 

AsAs aa philosophicalphilosophical pt'ovocateur,pt'ovocateur, II 
havehave been,been, ifif anything,anything, tootoo successsuccess
ful.ful. BeforeBefore Sapontzis,Sapontzis, EdwardEdward JohnJohn
son,son, WilliamWilliam Aiken,Aiken, RobinRobin Attfield,Attfield, 
MaryMary AnnAnn Warren,Warren, and,and, inin aa veiledveiled 
sortsort ofof wayway (I(I suspectsuspect soso asas notnot toto 
makemake itit ,more,more widelywidely knownknown thanthan itit 
alreadyalready was),was), TomTom ReganRegan havehave allall 
publiclypublicly beenbeen horrifiedhorrified andand outragedoutraged 
byby irAirA TriangularTriangular Affciirlr-p,articulat'lyAffciirlr-p,articulat'ly 
byby itsits radicalradical ethicalethical holism.holism. 11 NowNow 
thatthat II havehave managedmanaged toto drawdraw attentionattention 
toto thethe reallyreally newnew andand differentdifferent 
approachapproach toto anan expandedexpanded moralmoral sensisensi
bilitybility sketchedsketched inin thethe landland ethicethic ofof 
AldoAldo Leopold,Leopold, II hopehope soonsoon toto detaildetail aa 
moremore finelyfinely texturedtextured interpretationinterpretation 
andand elaborationelaboration ofof itit whwh ichich eschewseschews 
thethe IrtotalIrtotal holism"holism" (in(in Sapontzis'Sapontzis' 
terms)terms) ofof mymy originaloriginal characterizationcharacterization 
oror ratherrather caricature.caricature. AfterAfter all,all, "a"a 
landland ethic,"ethic," accordingaccording toto AldoAldo LeoLeo
pold,pold, "implies"implies respectrespect forfor ...... fellowfellow 
membersmembers [of[of thethe bioticbiotic community]community] andand 
alsoalso [i.[i. e.,e., asas wellwell as]as] respectrespect forfor thethe 
communitycommunity asas such.such. "2"2 II chosechose notnot toto 
emphasizeemphasize thethe former,former, respectrespect forfor felfel
lowlow members,members, inin PIAPIA TriangularTriangular 
Affair,"Affair," soso thatthat II mightmight moremore starklystarkly 
highlighthighlight thethe latter,latter, respectrespect forfor thethe 
communitycommunity asas such-andsuch-and thusthus contrastcontrast 
nioreniore vividlyvividly environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics andand 
animalanimal welfarewelfare ethics.ethics. TheThe landland ethic,ethic, 
asas II thinkthink II cancan show,show, actuallyactually propro
videsvides aa comprehensivecomprehensive moralmoral theorytheory 
whichwhich willwill consistentlyconsistently accommodateaccommodate 
(1)(1) humanitarianhumanitarian moralmoral concernsconcerns (the(the 
dignitydignity ofof humanhuman individualsindividuals andand pripri
macymacy ofof humanhuman interests),interests), (2)(2) respectrespect 
forfor non-humannon-human individualindividual animalsanimals (and(and 
plantsplants asas well),well), andand (3)(3) thethe moremore holhol
isticistic (and(and distinctlydistinctly environmental)environmental) 
concernconcern forfor populations,populations, species,species, 
bioticbiotic communities,communities, andand thethe globalglobal 
ecosystem.ecosystem. 33 

AccordingAccording toto Sapontzis,Sapontzis, "Animal"Animal 
Liberation:Liberation: AA TriangularTriangular Affair"Affair" hashas 
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becomebecome thethe '''classic''''classic' enen vivi ronmentalronmental 
ethicsethics critiquecritique ofof thethe animalanimal t'ightst'ights 
movement.movement. IrIr IfIf soso (and(and atat thethe riskrisk ofof 
appearingappearing immodestimmodest II willwill notnot gainsaygainsay 
it),it), itit can'tcan't bebe asas badbad aa piecepiece ofof phiphi
losophylosophy asas hehe mama keskes itit outout toto be.be. 
TheThe spacespace allowedallowed meme het'ehet'e doesdoes notnot 
permitpermit aa replyreply toto eacheach ofof thethe issuesissues 
SapontziSapontzi ss raisesraises inin iinterpnterp I'etiI'eti ngng andand 
criticizingcriticizing it.it. I,I, therefore,therefore, inviteinvite 
readersreaders ofof thisthis journaljournal whosewhose interestinterest 
hashas beenbeen piquedpiqued toto readread IrIr AA Tt'iangu'Tt'iangu'
larlar Affair"Affair" withwith anan openopen mindmind andand 
evaluateevaluate forfor themselvesthemselves itsits conceptualconceptual 
architettuarchitettu rere andand arguments.arguments. 

In"In" AA TriangulaTriangula rr AffaiAffai r"r" II triedtried 
strictlystrictly toto maintainmaintain aa journalisticjournalistic sepsep
aa rationration betweenbetween myself,myself, asas reporterreporter 
andand commentatorcommentator andand thethe twotwo philophilo
sophicalsophical movements-envimovements-envi ronmentalronmental andand 
animalanimal welfarewelfare ethics-"-Iethics-"-I waswas comparingcomparing 
andand contrasticontrasti ng.ng. MyMy sympathsympath iesies forfor 
AldoAldo Leopold'sLeopold's landland ethicethic andand againstagainst 
animalanimal welfarewelfare ethicsethics were,were, however,however, 
unconcealed.unconcealed. EvenEven so,so, itit cannotcannot bebe 
accuaccu ratelyrately oror fafa iirlyrly saidsaid thatthat II perper
sonallysonally developdevelop therethere anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic oror forfor thatthat matter,matter, thatthat II per:per:
sonallysonally advocateadvocate aa philosophyphilosophy ofof anyany 
sortsort asas Sapontzis'Sapontzis' remarksremarks frequentlyfrequently 
imply.imply. 

Nowhere,Nowhere, II think,think, doesdoes hehe distot'tdistot't 
mymy discussiondiscussion moremore thanthan whenwhen hehe sayssays 
thatthat II seemseem toto regretregret thatthat itit isis imposimpos
siblesible toto returnreturn toto thethe StoneStone AgeAge andand 
thatthat II favor,favor, amongamong otherother lessless noisomenoisome 
things,things, infanticide,infanticide, stylizedstylized warfare,warfare, 
leavingleaving injuredinjured wildernesswilderness adventurersadventurers 
toto theirtheir fate,fate, andand sexualsexual continency.continency. 
AsAs thethe pagepage nn umbersumbers hehe citescites wiwi IIII 
reveal,reveal, mentionmention ofof thesethese thth iingswasngswas 
scatteredscattered andand occurredoccurred inin veryvery differdiffer
entent contexts.contexts. II remarkremark thatthat humanhuman 
ecologistecologist GarrettGarrett HardinHardin (not(not I)I) hashas 
publiclypublicly recommendedrecommended aa nonnon -- ,.'escue,.'escue 
policypolicy forfor wildernesswilderness excursionsexcursions and,and, 
notnot thatthat wewe ought,ought, butbut thatthat tribaltribal 
people-whosepeople-whose moralmoral views,views, nevertheneverthe
less,less, mightmight provideprovide valval uableperspecuableperspec
tivetive onon ourour own~didown~did optimizeoptimize theirtheir 
populationspopulations byby (God(God forbid)forbid) sexualsexual 
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conticonti nency,nency, abortion,abortion, iinfanfa nticide,nticide, andand 
stylizedstylized war'fa,.'e.war'fa,.'e. II willwill herehere confessconfess 
thatthat II dodo inin factfact favorfavor andand indeedindeed 
practicepractice aa personalpersonal regimeregime whichwhich 
includesincludes aa simplesimple (incidentally,(incidentally, vegevege
tarian)tarian) dietdiet andand vigorousvigorous exercise,exercise, 
and,and, speakingspeaking justjust forfor myself,myself, nornor 
wishingwishing toto imposeimpose suchsuch aa bizarrebizarre docdoc
tt I'I' iinneoneon anyany00 neenee IIss ee ,, II dodo iinn fafa cc tt 
regarega rdrd chch I'onI'on icic illill nessness asas aa wor'sewor'se evievi II 
thanthan death.death. ButBut in"in" AA TrianguTriangu lala rr 
AffaiAffai r"r" thesethese attitudesattitudes andand practicespractices 
werewere variouslyvariously attributedattributed toto otherother 
thinkersthinkers oror otherother peoples'peoples' mores,mores, asas 
thethe casecase maymay be;be; theythey werewere notnot 
expresslyexpressly advocatedadvocated byby me.me. 

II don'tdon't mindmind beingbeing accusedaccused ofof havhav
inging donedone badbad philosophy.philosophy. TheThe histol'yhistol'y 
ofof philosophyphilosophy isis aa historyhistory ofof philophilo
sophicalsophical er'l'or-otherwiseer'l'or-otherwise itit wouldwould alal 
havehave comecome toto anan endend inin thethe oneone truetrue 
view.view. TheThe importantimportant thingthing isis toto gogo 
wrongwrong inin interestinginteresting 'and'and provocativeprovocative 
wayway ss .. (J(J uudd gingin 99 .. byby thethe ss tt roro nngg 
responseresponse soso farfar toto "A"A TriangularTriangular 
Affair,"Affair," itit wentwent wrongwrong inin veryvery creacrea
tivetive ways.ways. )) However,However, II wouwou IdId bebe 
veryvery mOl'tifiedmOl'tified toto havehave donedone badbad 
scholarship-forscholarship-for whichwhich II cancan discoverdiscover 
nono similarsimilar ,'edeeming,'edeeming virtue.virtue. Hence,Hence, II 
willwill defenddefend myselfmyself directlydirectly andand specifspecif
icallyically againstagainst Sapontzis'Sapontzis' claimclaim thatthat II 
havehave notnot gottengotten mymy PlatoPlato right.right. 

ToTo proveprove thatthat PlatoPlato isis notnot aa moralmoral 
holist-theholist-the philosophicalphilosophical antecedentantecedent atat 
thethe levellevel ofof socialsocial ethicsethics whichwhich bothboth 
KennethKenneth GoodpasterGoodpaster andand II suggestsuggest asas 
aa respectablerespectable paradigmparadigm forfor aa holisticholistic 
environmentalenvironmental ethic-Sapontzisethic-Sapontzis refersrefers 
usus toto thethe originsorigins ofof societysociety asas specuspecu
1ative�y1ative�y positedposited byby PlatoPlato earlyearly inin thethe 
Republic.Republic. 44 SapontzisSapontzis infersinfers that,that, 
sincesince PlatoPlato imaginesimagines aa humanhuman commucommu
nitynity toto arisearise becausebecause eacheach personperson doesdoes 
notnot sufficesuffice forfor hishis oror herher ownown needsneeds 
andand soso associatesassociates withwith others,others, therethere
forefore (7)(7) PlatoPlato regardsregards thethe commoncommon
wealthwealth toto existexist forfor thethe happinesshappiness ofof 
itsits individualindividual constituentsconstituents severally.severally. 

ButBut wewe needneed notnot deducededuce Plato'sPlato's 

viewsviews onon thisthis pointpoint sincesince hehe laterlater 
makesmakes themthem quitequite exp,'ess.exp,'ess. AtAt thethe 
beginningbeginning ofof RepublicRepublic IVIV AdeimantusAdeimantus 
complainscomplains toto SocratesSocrates thatthat hehe (Socra(Socra
tes)tes) isis "not"not makingmaking thesethese menmen veryvery 
happy."happy." ToTo whichwhich SocratesSocrates repliesreplies 
thatthat "the"the objectobject onon whichwhich wewe fixedfixed ourour 
eyeseyes inin thethe establishmentestablishment ofof thethe statestate 
waswas ...... thethe greatestgreatest happinesshappiness ofof thethe 
citycity asas aa whole.whole. "5"5 AndAnd ifif thatthat doesdoes 
notnot proveprove thatthat PlatoPlato espousedespoused moralmoral 
holism,holism, stillstill later,later, inin RepublicRepublic VII,VII, 
SocratesSocrates refersrefers backback toto thisthis pointpoint andand 
reiteratesreiterates itit inin eveneven strongerstronger terms,terms, 
ifif thatthat isis possible.possible. HeHe says,says, "You"You 
havehave forgotten,forgotten, mymy friendfriend [Glaucon,[Glaucon, 
thisthis time],time], thatthat thethe lawlaw isis concernedconcerned 
notnot withwith thethe specialspecial happinesshappiness ofof anyany 
classclass inin thethe state,state, butbut isis tryingtrying toto 
pl'oducepl'oduce thisthis condition'condition' inin thethe whole,whole, 
harmonizingharmonizing andand adaptingadapting thethe citizenscitizens 
toto oneone anotheranother byby persuasionpersuasion andand 
compulsioncompulsion .. .... ,, notnot thatthat itit maymay allowallow 
eacheach toto taketake whatwhat coursecourse pleasespleases him,him, 
butbut withwith aa viewview toto usingusing themthem [!][!] forfor 
thethe bindingbinding togethertogether ofof thethe commoncommon
wealth."6wealth."6 

SapontzisSapontzis doesn'tdoesn't attemptattempt toto dealdeal 
withwith thethe otherother (overwhelming)(overwhelming) evievi
dencedence II citecite inin "A"A TriangularTriangular Affair"Affair" 
forfor Plato'sPlato's "total""total" (social)(social) holismholism atat 
leastleast inin thethe Republic.Republic. SoSo onon thisthis 
questionquestion ofof how'how' toto readread Plato-asPlato-as aa 
moralmoral atomistatomist oror aa moralmoral holist-Iholist-I mustmust 
insistinsist thatthat II amam rightright toto thinkthink thatthat hehe 
isis aa holistholist andand SapontzisSapontzis isis wrongwrong toto 
thinkthink thatthat hehe isis not.not. 

ThisThis seeminglyseemingly trivialtrivial scholarlyscholarly 
disputedispute opensopens ontoonto aa larger,larger, muchmuch 
moremore importantimportant questionquestion ,, perhapsperhaps 
reallyreally thethe deepestdeepest bonebone ofof contentioncontention 
betweenbetween SapontzisSapontzis andand myself,myself, viz.,viz., 
whatwhat isis moralmoral philosophyphilosophy andand whatwhat 
oughtought itsits businessbusiness toto be?be? SapontzisSapontzis 
seemsseems toto thinkthink thatthat moralmoral philosophyphilosophy 
shouldshould firstfirst constructconstruct aa rationalerationale forfor 
"currently"currently acceptedaccepted moralmoral principlesprinciples 
oror values"-hevalues"-he citescites KantKant asas anan exempexemp
larlar ofof thisthis approach-andapproach-and thenthen perper
haps-thishaps-this isis apparentlyapparently thethe onlyonly moralmoral 
criticismcriticism hehe thinthin ksks legitimate-poilegitimate-poi ntnt outout 
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thatthat commoncommon practicepractice isis hypocritical,hypocritical, 
that,that, inin otherother words,words, commoncommon practicepractice 
doesdoes notnot inin allall domainsdomains exemplifyexemplify thethe 
moralmoral principlesprinciples oror valuesvalues toto whichwhich 
mostmost peoplepeople publiclypublicly swearswear allegiance.allegiance. 
InIn this,this, SapontzisSapontzis affords,affords, II think,think, aa 
veryvery illuminatingilluminating analysisanalysis ofof thethe gengen
er'aler'al programprogram ofof animalanimal welfarewelfare ethics.ethics. 
OurOur currentcurrent cultureculture valuesvalues equality,equality, 
justice,justice, compassion,compassion, andand thethe alleviaallevia
tiontion ofof suffering.suffering. PeterPeter SingerSinger foundfound 
aa simplesimple rationalerationale forfor thesethese valuesvalues inin 
classicalclassical ethicalethical hedonism.hedonism. HeHe thenthen 
poipoi ntednted outout thatthat mostmost peoplepeople tutu rnrn aa 
blindblind eyeeye toto thethe extremeextreme hardshiphardship andand 
sufferingsuffering imposedimposed uponupon innocent,innocent, 
equallyequally sentientsentient animals.animals. ThisThis isis aa 
valuablevaluable service,service, whichwhich II respect,respect, butbut 
II dodo notnot thth inin kk itit isis thethe wholewhole oror thethe 
onlyonly legitimatelegitimate rolerole ofof moralmoral philosophiloso
phy.phy. Sapontizis,Sapontizis, onon thethe otherother hand,hand, 
wantswants somehowsomehow toto proveprove thatthat thisthis isis 
thethe onlyonly legitimatelegitimate thingthing aa moralmoral phiphi
losopherlosopher cancan do.do. AnythingAnything signifisignifi
cantlycantly deviatingdeviating fromfrom "currently"currently 
acceptedaccepted moralmoral principlesprinciples oror values"values" 
wouldwould bebe "merely"merely 'a'a codecode forfor conductconduct
ii nngg onon e'e' ss IIififee '' [[ not]not] aa momo I'I'aaIIiityty aatt aaIIII ,, "" 
hehe claims.claims. 

IfIf constructingconstructing aa rationalerationale forfor curcur
rentlyrently acceptedaccepted moralmoral principlesprinciples oror 
valuesvalues andand criticizingcriticizing onlyonly moralmoral pracprac
ticetice isis allall thatthat moralmoral philosophersphilosophers maymay 
properlyproperly do,do, oneone wonderswonders whosewhose jobjob itit 
isis toto criticizecriticize currentlycurrently acceptedaccepted moralmoral 
principlesprinciples oror valuesvalues themselves?themselves? OrOr 
doesdoes SapontzisSapontzis wantwant toto rulerule themthem 
beyondbeyond criticism?criticism? AreAre theythey anan implaimpla
cablecable given?given? 

SurelySurely therethere isis somesome merit,merit, fromfrom 
timetime toto time,time, inin takingtaking anan intellectuintellectu
allyally disciplineddisciplined criticalcritical looklook atat curcur
rentlyrently acceptedaccepted moralmoral principlesprinciples oror 
valuesvalues themselvesthemselves andand speculativelyspeculatively 
advancingadvancing alternatives.alternatives. IfIf nono oneone 
did,did, oror asas SapontzisSapontzis seemsseems toto wish,wish, 
nono oneone werewere allowedallowed to,to, therethere wouldwould 
bebe nono changechange atat allall oror onlyonly anan aimlessaimless 
driftdrift inin commonlycommonly acceptedaccepted moralmoral prinprin
ciplesciples oror values.values. Plato'sPlato's moralmoral andand 
politicalpolitical philosophyphilosophy isis thethe historicalhistorical 
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exemplarexemplar notnot onlyonly ofof mymy kindkind ofof moralmoral 
holismholism butbut ofof mymy kindkind ofof critical,critical, 
speculativespeculative moralmoral philosophy-ifphilosophy-if Kant'sKant's 
isis thethe exemplarexemplar ofof thethe kindkind SapontzisSapontzis 
wouldwould impose.impose. PlatoPlato livedlived inin demodemo
craticcratic AthensAthens andand waswas unalter'ablyunalter'ably 
opposedopposed toto democracy.democracy. HeHe waswas concon
sistent�ysistent�y criticalcritical ofof practicallypractically allall ofof 
thethe otherother CLICLI rrentlyrrently acceptedaccepted moralmoral 
valuesvalues ofof hishis fellowfellow Athenians:Athenians: ThinkThink 
ofof thethe devastatingdevastating par'odypar'ody ofof commoncommon 
GreekGreek religiousreligious valuesvalues inin thethe 
EuthyphroEuthyphro andand thethe thenthen completelycompletely 
novelnovel alternativealternative atat whichwhich itit points;points; 
oror thethe critiquecritique ofof curr'entcurr'ent AthenianAthenian 
politicalpolitical valuesvalues andand principlesprinciples ofof jusjus
tice-givingtice-giving eacheach hishis due;due; helpinghelping 
friendsfriends andand harmingharming enemiesenemies andand soso 
on-ion-i nn RepublicRepublic I,I, notnot toto mentionmention thethe 
extremelyextremely eccentriceccentric conceptionconception ofof anan 
"ideal""ideal" community·community· whichwhich followsfollows inin 
subsequentsubsequent booksbooks ofof thatthat dialogue.dialogue. 
ButBut werewere itit notnot forfor Plato'sPlato's whollywholly 
novelnovel andand discontinuousdiscontinuous moralmoral visionvision 
andand thatthat ofof otherother speculativespeculative moralmoral 
phph ii losophers,losophers, wewe wouwou IdId notnot nownow enjoyenjoy 
thethe advancedadvanced moralmoral sensibilitiessensibilities 
SapontzisSapontzis soso cherishes.cherishes. 

MoreMore generally,generally, SapontzisSapontzis '' concepconcep
tiontion ofof moralmoral philosophyphilosophy seemsseems toto meme 
·to·to bebe parochial,parochial, myopic,myopic, andand intellecintellec
tuallytually stultifying.stultifying. OtherOther contempocontempo
rara r'yr'y cucu ItuItu resres acceptaccept veryvery differ'entdiffer'ent 
moralmoral principlesprinciples andand values.values. MentionMention 
ofof PlatoPlato andand thethe ancientsancients remindsreminds usus 
thatthat veryvery differentdifferent moralmoral principlesprinciples 
andand valuesvalues prevailedprevailed inin ourour ownown WestWest
ernern cucu ItuItu rara II past.past. StoneStone AgeAge peoplespeoples 
(to(to whomwhom weareweare muchmuch closercloser thanthan thethe 
"tens"tens [sic][sic] ofof thousandsthousands ofof yeal's.yeal's. ofof 
evolutionevolution andand history"history" SapontzisSapontzis imagimag
inesines separatesseparates usus fromfrom them)them) heldheld 
veryvery differentdifferent moralmoral principlesprinciples andand 
valuesvalues thanthan thosethose commoncommon inin civilizedcivilized 
cucu ItuItu resres today.today. II thth inkink thatthat wewe cancan 
gaingain aa veryvery valuablevaluable pel'spectivepel'spective onon 

-- today'stoday's currentlycurrently acceptedaccepted mOI'almOI'al pr'inpr'in
ciplesciples andand valuesvalues byby seeingseeing themthem inin 
thisthis largerlarger historicalhistorical andand culturalcultural concon
text.text. 

Finally,Finally, aa wordword onon whywhy thinkthink 
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animalanimal liberationliberation isis world-denyingworld-denying andand 
life-loathing.life-loathing. II havehave recentlyrecently comecome toto 
thinkthink thatthat animalanimal welfarewelfare ethicsethics areare 
appropriateappropriate forfor ouou rr relationsrelations withwith 
domesticdomestic animals,animals, althoughalthough asas II 
pointedpointed outout inin "A"A TriangularTriangular Affair,"Affair," 
ifif animalanimal liberationliberation prevailsprevails andand wewe allall 
becomebecome vegetarians,vegetarians, thethe onlyonly domesticdomestic 
animalsanimals leftleft inin anyany quantityquantity wouldwould bebe 
pets.pets. WeWe wouldwould havehave destroyeddestroyed farmfarm 
animalsanimals inin ordet~ordet~ toto havehave savedsaved them.them. 
If,If, however,however, wewe extendextend thethe principrinci
plesples ofof animalanimal liberationliberation andand animalanimal 
,'ights,'ights intointo thethe wildwild withwith ruthlessruthless concon
sistency,sistency, wewe shallshall findfind ourselvesourselves 
engagedengaged inin aa campaigncampaign ofof humanehumane 
predator·predator· extermination.extermination. ItIt isis ironicironic 
thatthat SteveSteve F.F. SapontzisSapontzis isis thethe per·sonper·son 
whowho hashas mostmost confirmedconfirmed mymy darkestdarkest 
suspicionssuspicions onon thisthis head.head. II nn anan al~ticleal~ticle 

inin thisthis jour~naljour~nal SapontzisSapontzis seriouslyseriously 
entertainsentertains thethe possibilitypossibility ofof policingpolicing 
thethe wildwild toto preventprevent viciousvicious carnivocarnivo
rousrous animalsanimals fromfrom inflictinginflicting sufferingsuffering 
andand deathdeath onon innocentinnocent herbivorousherbivorous 
animals.animals. 77 SapontzisSapontzis doesn'tdoesn't .think.think thatthat 
t'iddingt'idding thethe worldworld ofof predatorspredators wouldwould 
notnot bebe aa desirabledesirable goalgoal oror thatthat thethe 
worldworld wouldwould bebe immeasurablyimmeasurably impoverimpover
ishedished withoutwithout predators.predators. Rather,Rather, hehe 
invokesinvokes thethe KantianKantian principleprinciple thatthat 
oughtought impliesimplies cancan andand sincesince wewe cannotcannot 
succeedsucceed inin eliminatingeliminating predatorspredators fromfrom 
naturenature itit isis notnot ourour dutyduty toto try.8try.8 

ThisThis isis aa frighteninglyfrighteningly fragilefragile thethe
oreticaloretical barrierbarrier toto anan ecologicalecological nightnight
mare.mare. ItIt overlooksoverlooks thethe practicalpractical rolerole 
ofof unattainableunattainable etheth icalical ideals.ideals. WeWe 
cannotcannot dodo lotslots ofof thingsthings wewe thinkthink wewe 
oughtought toto do-lovedo-love ouou rr neighborneighbor asas ouou r-r-
selves,selves, alwaysalways actact asas ifif thethe maximmaxim ofof 
ourour actionaction werewere toto becomebecome aa universaluniversal 
lawlaw ofof nature,nature, stampstamp outout war,war, povpov
erty,erty, crime.crime. StillStill wewe thinkthink wewe shouldshould 
trytry becausebecause inin tryingtrying wewe maymay makemake 

somesome progressprogress towardtoward thethe ideal.ideal. 

Similarly,Similarly, wewe maymay notnot bebe ableable 
humanelyhumanely toto phasephase outout ofof naturenature allall 
wildwild predators,predators, stillstill wewe shouldshould trytry 
andand inin tryngtryng wewe wouldwould definitelydefinitely makemake 
somesome progressprogress towardtoward thatthat "ideal"-a"ideal"-a 
naturalnatural worldworld thatthat muchmuch freerfreer ofof painpain 
andand violentviolent death,death, aa "better""better" worldworld inin 
SapontziSapontzi s's' view.view. WeWe coucou IdId allall tootoo easeas
ilyily succeedsucceed completelycompletely withwith thethe larger,larger, 
rat~errat~er predators,predators, thethe BengalBengal Tiger,Tiger, 
thethe otherother bigbig cats,cats, wolves,wolves, andand soso 
on.on. 

TT hihi sissis ww hhatat II meamea nn byby IIififee-I-I oathoath 
inging andand world-denying.world-denying. AnimalAnimal liberliber
ationation projectedprojected toto itsits logicallogical conclusionconclusion 
morallymorally condemnscondemns thethe mostmost fundamentalfundamental 
biologicalbiological factsfacts ofof lifelife onon thethe planet.planet. 
Perhaps,Perhaps, asas SapontzisSapontzis maintains,maintains, mor~mor~

alityality requiresrequires thatthat wewe opposeoppose somesome 
naturalnatural tendenciestendencies andand processes,processes, butbut 
cancan itit requirequi rere usus toto opposeoppose thethe mostmost 
fundamentalfundamental biologicalbiological factsfacts ofof lifelife andand 
notnot seemseem self-contradictoryself-contradictory oror atat thethe 
veryvery leastleast absuabsu rd?rd? 

But,But, aslasl triedtried toto pointpoint outout inin "A"A 
TriangularTriangular Affair,"Affair," andand onon thisthis II 
thth inkink SapontzisSapontzis wouwou IdId agag ree,ree, anan imalimal 
liberationliberation isis thethe logicallogical extensionextension ofof 
currentcurrent moralmoral principlesprinciples andand values.values. 
SuchSuch internalinternal contradictionscontradictions and/orand/or 
absabs uu rdrd ities,ities, therefore,therefore, caca IIII intointo seriseri
0us0us questionquestion eithereither currentcurrent moralmoral 
principlesprinciples andand valuesvalues and/orand/or theirtheir 
conventionalconventional philosophicalphilosophical justification.justification. 
Thus,Thus, likelike itit oror not,not, SapontzisSapontzis andand 
otherother animalanimal welfarewelfare ethicistsethicists areare 
unwittingunwitting contributorscontributors toto thethe criticalcritical 
andand speculativespeculative sortsort of·of· moralmoral philosophiloso
phyphy whichwhich II attemptedattempted inin "A"A TrianguTriangu
larlar Affair"Affair" andand whichwhich hehe wouldwould likelike toto 
sweepsweep underunder thethe rug.rug. 

J.J. BairdBaird CallicottCallicott 
UniversityUniversity ofof Wisconsin,Wisconsin, StevensStevens PointPoint 
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