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J.J. BairdBaird Callicott,�Callicott, 
"Animal"Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA Affair"�TriangularTriangular Affair" 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental EthicsEthics 44 (1980),(1980), pp.pp. 311-38�311-38 

InIn "Animal"Animal Liberation:Liberation: AA Triangu­Triangu­
larlar Affair,"Affair," J.J. BairdBaird CallicottCallicott deliversdelivers 
whatwhat cancan fairlyfairly bebe labelledlabelled thethe "clas­"clas­
sic"sic" environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics critiquecritique ofof 
thethe animalanimal l'ightsl'ights movement.movement. CallicottCallicott 
claimsclaims thatthat thethe impressionimpression ofof unityunity 
derivingderiving -from-from thethe oppositionopposition toto 
humanisthumanist ethicsethics whichwhich animalanimal liberationliberation 
andand environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics shareshare maymay bebe 
"rather"rather superficialsuperficial andand concealconceal sub­sub­
stratastrata ofof thoughtthought andand valuevalue whichwhich areare 
notnot atat allall similar."[315]similar."[315] HeHe goesgoes onon 
toto conclconcl udeude thatthat 

humanehumane moralismmoralism hashas locatedlocated 
moralmoral valuevalue inin individuals,individuals, 
[centering][centering] itsits attentionattention onon thethe 
competingcompeting criteriacriteria forfor moralmoral 
standistandi ngng andand r'igr'ig htshts holdiholdi ng,ng, 
whilewhile environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics 
locateslocates ultimateultimate valuevalue inin thethe 
"biotic"biotic community"community" andand assignsassigns 
differentialdifferential moramora II vava IIueue toto thethe 
constitutiveconstitutive individualsindividuals rela­rela­
tivelytively toto thatthat standard.standard. 
AlliedAllied toto thisthis differencedifference ar'ear'e 
manymany others.others. OneOne ofof thethe moremore 
conspicuousconspicuous isis thatthat inin envienvi ron­ron­
mentalmental ethics,ethics, plantsplants areare 
includedincluded withinwithin thethe parametersparameters 
ofof thethe ethicalethical theorytheory asas wellwell asas 
animals.animals. Indeed,Indeed, inanimateinanimate 
entitiesentities suchsuch asas oceansoceans andand 
lakes,lakes, mountains,mountains, forests,forests, andand 
wetlandswetlands areare assignedassigned aa 
greatergreater valuevalue thanthan individualindividual 
animals.animals. .. ThereThere areare in­in­
tractabletractable practicalpractical differencesdifferences 
betweenbetween environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics 
andand thethe animalanimal liberationliberation move­move­
ment.ment. TheThe animalanimal liberation/liberation/ 
animalanimal rightsrights movementmovement isis inin 
thethe finalfinal analysisanalysis utterlyutterly unp­unp­
racticable.racticable. TheThe landland ethic,ethic, byby 
contrast,contrast, isis eminentlyeminently practica­practica­
ble.ble. [337[337 -8]-8] .. 

Thus,Thus, CallicottCallicott seessees animalanimal 
liberationliberation andand environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics 
differingdiffering overover holismholism vs.vs. individual­individual­
ism,ism, extendingextending "direct"direct ethicalethical consid­consid­
erability"erability" [312][312] toto non-sentientnon-sentient enti­enti­
ties,ties, andand certaincertain practicalpractical matters,matters, 
suchsuch asas thethe moralitymorality ofof hunting,hunting, andand 
hehe believesbelieves that,that, becausebecause ofof thesethese 
differences,differences, environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics isis atat 
leastleast closercloser toto providingproviding anan acceptableacceptable 
ethicethic thanthan isis animalanimal liber'ation.liber'ation. HeHe 
alsoalso considersconsiders thethe holismholism vs.vs. individ­individ­
ualismualism issueissue toto bebe "perhaps"perhaps thethe mostmost 
fundamentalfundamental theoreticaltheoretical differencedifference 
betweenbetween environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics andand thethe 
ethicsethics ofof animalanimal liberation."liberation." [337][337] ThisThis 
reviewreview willwill bebe confinedconfined toto aa criticalcritical 
discussiondiscussion ofof Callicott'sCallicott's "environmental"environmental 
holism"holism" andand thethe criticismcriticism ofof animalanimal lib­lib­
erationeration asas "life-loathing""life-loathing" andand "world­"world­
denying"denying" [333][333] whichwhich hehe derivesderives fromfrom 
it.it. 

IIII 

CallicottCallicott claimsclaims thatthat "ecology"ecology hashas 
mademade itit possiblepossible toto apprehendapprehend thethe 
landscapelandscape asas anan articulatearticulate unity"unity" andand 
thatthat "land"land isis integratedintegrated asas aa humanhuman 
communitycommunity isis integrated.integrated. "[321-2]"[321-2] TheThe 
moralmoral significancesignificance 
discoverydiscovery isis thatthat 

thethe goodgood ofof thethe 
wholewhole servesserves asas 
thethe assessmentassessment 

ofof thisthis ecologicalecological 

communitycommunity asas aa 
aa standardstandard forfor 

ofof thethe relativerelative 
valuevalue andand relativerelative orderingordering ofof 
itsits concon stitutivestitutive papa rtsrts andand 
thereforetherefore providesprovides aa meansmeans ofof 
adjudicatingadjudicating thethe oftenoften mutuallymutually 
contradictorycontradictory demandsdemands ofof thethe 
papa rtsrts concon ssideredidered sepasepa ratelyrately forfor 
equalequal consideration.consideration. [324-5][324-5] 

HeHe goesgoes onon toto claimclaim thatthat PlatoPlato pro­pro­
posesposes aa similarsimilar holisticholistic viewview inin hishis 
Republic,Republic, [327-9][327-9] and,and, ostensivelyostensively 
defidefi nn ii ngng "envi"envi ronmentalronmental eth ics"ethics" byby 
referencereference toto AldoAldo Leopold'sLeopold's "land"land 
ethic,"[311]ethic,"[311] hehe identifiesidentifies itsits basicbasic 
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principleprinciple asas Leopold'sLeopold's claimclaim thatthat 
AA thingthing isis rightright whenwhen itit tendstends 
toto preservepreserve thethe integrity,integrity, sta­sta­
bility,bility, andand beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic 
community.community. ItIt isis wrongwrong whenwhen 
itit tendstends otherwise.otherwise. [320][320] 

Finally,Finally, CallicottCallicott concludesconcludes thatthat byby 
adoptingadopting thisthis environmentalenvironmental holism,holism, 

wewe humanhuman beibei ngsngs coucou IdId reaffit~mreaffit~m 

ourour papa rtrt iicc iipatpat ionion inninnatatuu rere byby 
acceptingaccepting lifelife asas itit isis givengiven 
withoutwithout aa sugarsugar coating.coating. 
InsteadInstead ofof imposingimposing artificialartificial 
legalities,legalities, rights,rights, andand soso onon onon 
natunatu re,re, wewe migmig htht tata keke thethe 
oppositeopposite coucou rserse andand acceptaccept andand 
affirmaffirm naturalnatural biologicalbiological laws,laws, 
principles,principles, andand limitationslimitations inin 
thethe humanhuman personalpersonal andand socialsocial 
spheres.spheres. SuchSuch appearsappears 'to'to 
havehave beenbeen thethe postupostu rere towatowa I'dI'd 
lifelife ofof tribaltribal peoplespeoples inin thethe 
past.past. [334][334] 

ThisThis reaffirmationreaffirmation hehe takestakes toto bebe thethe 
oppositeopposite ofof thethe "world-denying,""world-denying," 
"life-loathing""life-loathing" philosophyphilosophy ofof thethe animalanimal 
II iibebe rationration movement.movement. 

ThisThis accountaccount ofof environmentalenvironmental 
holismholism andand itsits supposedsupposed moralmoral conse­conse­
quencesquences raisesraises numerousnumerous questions,questions, ofof 
whichwhich II shallshall considerconsider thethe followingfollowing 
thth ree:ree: 

(i)� IsIs asas CallicottCallicott portraysportrays(i)	 holism,holism, 
it,it, anan acceptableacceptable moralmoral position?position? 

(ii)�(ii) IsIs Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple anan accep­accep­
tabletable moralmoral pripri nciple?nciple? 

(iii)� IsIs liberationliberation aa "Iife­"Iife­(iii)	 animalanimal 
loathing"loathing" morality?morality? 

BothBoth mainstreammainstream moralmoral philosophiesphilosophies 
andand everydayeveryday WesternWestern moralitymorality havehave 
longlong hadhad aa hoihoi iisticstic dd imenimen ssionion toto them.them. 
MoralMoral philosophersphilosophers asas differentdifferent asas 
Hobbes,Hobbes, Jefferson,Jefferson, Kant,Kant, andand MillMill 
agreeagree thatthat 

aa partpart ofof anan individual'sindividual's valuevalue lies�lies 
inin his/herhis/her rolerole inin aa community,�community, 

thethe goodgood ofof thethe communitycommunity can�can 
(morally)(morally) sometimessometimes bebe citedcited inin 
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adjudicatingadjudicating conflicts,conflicts, andand 
individualsindividuals cancan (morally)(morally) sometimessometimes 

bebe calledcalled onon toto mama keke sacl~ificessacl~ifices 

forfor theil~theil~ community.community. 
LetLet usus callcall anyany moralmoral philosophyphilosophy or'or' 
everydayeveryday moralitymorality whichwhich incot"poratesincot"porates 
thesethese threethree principlesprinciples "partially"partially holis­holis­
tic."tic." JudaismJudaism andand contemporarycontemporary Eng­Eng­
lishlish socialismsocialism areare examplesexamples ofof cUt~rent,cUt~rent, 

commoncommon moralitiesmoralities whichwhich areare pat~tiallypat~tially 

holistic.holistic. '' 

TheThe animalanimal libel~ationlibel~ation ethicsethics pro­pro­
posedposed byby suchsuch writerswriters asas PeterPeter Singer.Singer. 
andand BernardBernard RollinRollin areare alsoalso partiallypartially 
holistic.holistic. 11 TheThe strong'strong' utilitat~ianutilitat~ian 

strainstrain inin thethe animalanimal liberationliberation move­move­
mentment whwh ichich hashas developeddeveloped overover thethe 
pastpast fifteenfifteen yearsyears entailsentails takingtaking suchsuch 
aa partialpartial holisticholistic view,view, andand somesome ani­ani­
malmal rightsrights philosophers,philosophers, suchsuch asas TomTom 
Regan,Regan, havehave eveneven cl~iticizedcl~iticized suchsuch util­util ­
itaita riaria nn aanimalnimal liberationliberation istsists asas SiSi ngernger 
forfor goinggoing tootoo farfar inin thisthis holisticholistic 
didi rection.rection. 22 Consequently,Consequently, itit mis­mis­
I~epresentsI~epresents animalanimal liberationliberation toto locatelocate 
itit onon oneone sideside ofof aa simplsimpl isticistic iindividndivid u··u·· 
alismalism vs.vs. holismholism dichotomy.dichotomy. 

HoweveHoweve 1',1', itit doesdoes notnot mimi ss I~epI~ep resentresent 
animalanimal liberation,liberation, or'or' mainstreammainstream moralmoral 
philosophyphilosophy andand practice,practice, toto opposeoppose 
themthem toto whatwhat CallicottCallicott isis proposing.proposing. 
TheThe possiblepossible extremeextreme whichwhich disturbsdisturbs 
ReganRegan aboutabout utilitarianutilitarian versionsversions ofof 
animalanimal liberationliberation is,is, apparently,apparently, justjust 
thethe extremeextreme thatthat CallicottCallicott isis advocat­advocat­
ing,ing, forfor hehe wouldwould havehave usus believebelieve thatthat 
anan individual'sindividual's moralmoral valuevalue shouldshould bebe 
totallytotally determineddetermined byby his/herhis/her rolerole inin aa 
community.community. CallicottCallicott sayssays things.things. likelike 
thethe followingfollowing inin discussingdiscussing (his(his ver­ver­
sionsion of)of) envienvi ronmentalronmental holism:holism: 

TheThe landland ethicethic isis holisticholistic inin 
thethe sensesense thatthat thethe integr'ity,integr'ity, 
stability,stability, andand beautybeauty ofof thethe 
bioticbiotic communitycommunity isis itsits summumsummum 
bonum.bonum. ,, .... TheThe goodgood ofof thethe 
bioticbiotic communitycommunity isis thethe ultimateultimate 
measuremeasure ofof thethe moralmoral value,value, 
thethe rightnessrightness oror wrongness,wrongness, ofof 
actions.actions. InIn everyevery casecase 
thethe effecteffect uponupon ecologicalecological 



 

  

 

 

115 115 E&:AE&:A V/4V/4 

systemssystems isis thethe decisivedecisive factorfactor 
inin thethe determinationdetermination ofof thethe 
ethicalethical qualityquality ofof actionsactions ........ 
ModernModern ethicalethical theorytheory hashas con­con­
sistentlysistently locatedlocated mOt~almOt~al valuevalue inin 
individuals,individuals, andand humanehumane moral­moral­
ismism t~emainst~emains fil~mlyfil~mly withinwithin thisthis 
modernmodern convention,convention, whilewhile envi­envi­
ronmentalronmental etheth icsics locateslocates uu Iti­Iti­
matemate valuevalue inin thethe ItbioticItbiotic com­com­
munity"munity" andand assignsassigns dif­dif­
ferentialferential moralmoral valuevalue toto thethe 
constitutiveconstitutive individualsindividuals rela­rela­
tivelytively toto thisthis standard.standard. [311,[311, 
320,320, 337]337] 

WhileWhile suchsuch statementsstatements dodo notnot explicitlyexplicitly 
statestate thatthat individualsindividuals havehave moralmoral valuevalue 
onlyonly throughthrough theirtheir contributionscontributions toto aa 
communitycommunity (specifically,(specifically, thethe so-calledso-called 
"biotic"biotic community"),community"), theythey dodo stronglystrongly 
suggestsuggest thatthat thatthat isis whatwhat CallicottCallicott 
uunderstandersta ndsnds byby "hoi"hoi ii sm.sm. "" 

ItIt isis thisthis viewview ofof thethe moralmoral rolerole toto 
bebe playedplayed byby holismholism whichwhich II shallshall bebe 
referringreferring toto asas "total"total holism"holism" andand bebe 
discussingdiscussing here.here. AnythingAnything lessless thanthan 
thisthis totaltotal viewview wouldwould notnot representrepresent 
thethe "fundamental"fundamental theol"etical"theol"etical" breakbreak 
withwith standardstandard moralmoral philosophyphilosophy andand 
practicepractice thatthat CallicottCallicott seessees inin (his(his 
versionversion of)of) envienvi ronmentalronmental hoihoi ism,ism, 
sincesince standardstandard moralmoral philosophyphilosophy andand 
practicepractice areare partiallypartially holistic.holistic. Conse­Conse­
quently,quently, itit seemsseems notnot onlyonly moremore inter­inter­
estingesting butbut alsoalso fairfair toto inter~pretinter~pret Calli­Calli­
cott'scott's holismholism asas totaltotal holism.holism. 33 Now,Now, 
hashas CallicottCallicott providedprovided usus withwith goodgood 
reasonsreasons toto movemove fromfrom partialpartial toto totaltotal 
holism?holism? 

TheThe "body"body ofof empiricalempirical experienceexperience 
andand theorytheory whichwhich isis summedsummed upup inin thethe 
termterm ecology,"ecology," andand whichwhich CallicottCallicott 
identifiesidentifies asas "the"the phph ii losophlosoph icaica II contextcontext 
ofof thethe landland ethicethic andand itsits conceptualconceptual 
foundation"foundation" [321][321] cannotcannot (logically)(logically) 
entailentail thatthat wewe oughtought (morally)(morally) toto taketake 
suchsuch aa step.step. IfIf allall formsforms ofof lifelife Or)Or) 
earth,earth, includingincluding the·the· humanhuman form,form, inin 
somesome sensesense "depend"depend on"on" eacheach otherother 
forfor theirtheir survival,survival, itit couldcould followfollow thatthat 
ourour rolerole inin thethe bioticbiotic "community""community" isis 

ourour "ultimate""ultimate" significance,significance, inin thethe 
ironicironic wayway that,that, asas CamusCamus sayssays inin TheThe 
MythMyth ofof Sisyphus,Sisyphus, suicidesuicide isis thethe 
"fundamental""fundamental" philosophicalphilosophical question.question. 
ThatThat is,is, itit coucou IdId bebe thatthat unlessunless wewe 
paypay attentionattention toto thethe bioticbiotic significancesignificance 
ofof ourour actions,actions, wewe willwill notnot bebe aroundaround 
toto appreciateappreciate aesthetic,aesthetic, moral,moral, oror 
otherother values.values. However,However, thatthat thesethese 
,values,values wouldwould ceasecease toto existexist ifif wewe 
destroydestroy thethe balancebalance ofof naturenature doesdoes notnot 
entail,entail, oror eveneven suggest,suggest, thatthat ourour 
moralmoral valuevalue isis limitedlimited toto oror inin anyany 
otherother thanthan thisthis it~onicit~onic sensesense "derives"derives 
from"from" thethe valuevalue wewe havehave forfor maintain­maintain­
inging thatthat balance.balance. 

Similarly,Similarly, Plato'sPlato's moralmoral philosophyphilosophy 
doesdoes notnot proposepropose oror eveneven suggestsuggest 
totaltotal holism.holism. TheThe guidingguiding concernconcern ofof 
Socl~atesSocl~atesII thougthoug htht experimentexperiment inin thethe 
RepublicRepublic isis notnot "the"the integrity,integrity, stabil­stabil­
ity,ity, andand beauty"beauty" ofof thethe state.state. 
Rather,Rather, thatthat guidingguiding concernconcern isis whatwhat 
willwill produceproduce thethe bestbest lifelife forfor humanhuman 
beings:beings: 

Socr'ates:Socr'ates: MyMy notionnotion isis thatthat aa 
statestate -- comescomes intointo exex istenceistence 
becausebecause nono individualindividual isis self­self­
sufficient;sufficient; wewe allall havehave manymany 
needs.needs. .. HavingHaving allall thesethese 
needs,needs, wewe callcall inin oneone another'sanother's 
helphelp toto satisfysatisfy ourour variousvarious 
requirements;requirements; andand whenwhen wewe 
havehave collectedcollected aa numbernumber ofof 
helpershelpers andand associatesassociates toto livelive 
togethertogether inin oneone place,place, wewe callcall 
thth atat settlementsettlement aa state.state. 44 

Thus,Thus, thethe individualindividual membersmembers ofof Pla­Pla­
to'sto's idealideal statestate areare valuedvalued notnot onlyonly asas 
contributorscontributors toto thethe statestate butbut alsoalso asas 
thethe endsends forfor whichwhich thethe statestate exists.exists. 
Furthermore,Furthermore, CallicottCallicott claimsclaims thatthat 
"from"from thethe vantagevantage pointpoint ofof ecologicalecological 
biology,biology, painpain andand pleasurepleasure seemseem toto 
havehave nothnoth iingng atat aaIIII toto dodo withwith goodgood 
andand evil."evil." [332][332] Plato,Plato, onon thethe otherother 
hand,hand, isis aa paradigmparadigm eudaemonist,eudaemonist, 
arguingarguing thatthat thethe valuevalue ofof justice,justice, bothboth 
iinthnthee sstatateatea nndindin thethe ii nndd iivv iidd uuaaI,I, lieliess 
inin thethe "true,""true," enduringenduring happinesshappiness isis 
provides.provides. ss Thus,Thus, thethe ultimateultimate goalgoal ofof 
Plato'sPlato's moralmoral philosophyphilosophy isis foundfound notnot 
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inin thethe structurestructure andand maintenancemaintenance ofof aa 
communitycommunity butbut inin thethe qualityquality ofof lifelife ofof 
individuals,individuals, thethe structuringstructuring andand main­main­
tenancetenance ofof thethe communitycommunity beingbeing 
orderedordered toto thatthat end.end. Consequently,Consequently, 
Callicott'sCallicott's totaltotal holismholism cannotcannot findfind 
respectabilityrespectability throughthrough associationassociation withwith 
Plato'sPlato's Republic.Republic. 

AsAs notednoted above,above, anotheranother reasonreason 
CallicottCallicott givesgives forfor valuingvaluing totaltotal holismholism 
isis thatthat itit providesprovides aa wayway ofof adjudicat­adjudicat­
inin gg confconf IIictsicts ofof interests.interests. HoweveHoweve I'I' ,, 

asas aa logicallogical claim,claim, thatthat muchmuch cancan bebe 
saidsaid forfor allall moralmoral principles,principles, e.g.,e.g., thethe 
principleprinciple ofof utility,utility, thethe categoricalcategorical 
imperative,imperative, thethe ethicalethical teachingsteachings ofof 
thethe Bible,Bible, thethe principlesprinciples ofof fairnessfairness 
elabol'atedelabol'ated byby Johnjohn RawlsRawls inin AA TheoryTheory 
ofof Justice,Justice, andand soso forth.forth. ThTh isis isis 
becausebecause oneone ofof thethe functionsfunctions ofof moralmoral 
principlesprinciples isis toto provideprovide guidanceguidance inin 
I'esolvingt'esolving conflictsconflicts ofof interests.interests. Con­Con­
sequently,sequently, therethere isis nothingnothing logicallylogically 
uniqueunique aboutabout totaltotal holismholism here.here. 

AsAs aa practicalpractical claim,claim, itit is,is, toto saysay 
thethe least,least, notnot obvious,obvious, nornor hashas itit 
beenbeen shown,shown, thatthat totaltotal holismholism wouldwould 
beabea moremore practicablepracticable guideguide forfor adju­adju­
dicatingdicating conflictsconflicts ofof interestsinterests thanthan 
contemporarycontemporary moralitymorality isis oror thanthan otherother 
ethicalethical theoriestheories wouldwould be.be. AnyAny theorytheory 
which,which, likelike totaltotal holism,holism, advocatesadvocates aa 
singlesingle goalgoal forfor actionaction willwill bebe tidy.tidy. 
However,However, totaltotal holismholism isis notnot thethe onlyonly 
moralmoral theorytheory whichwhich restsrests onon onlyonly oneone 
ultimateultimate pt~inciple. andandpI~inciple. UtilitarianismUtilitarianism 
KantianismKantianism areare similarlysimilarly single-mindedsingle-minded 
moralmoral theoriestheories .. Consequently,Consequently, totaltotal 
holismholism doesdoes notnot havehave aa practicalpractical 
advantageadvantage onon thisthis score.score. WeWe maymay alsoalso 
notenote thatthat single-principledsingle-principled moralmoral theo­theo­
riesries havehave repeatedlyrepeatedly provenproven unaccep­unaccep­
table,table, andand everydayeveryday moralitymorality doesdoes notnot 
followfollow anyany suchsuch simplifyingsimplifying philoso­philoso­
phy.phy. ItIt seemsseems unlikelyunlikely thatthat aa princi­princi­
pleple whichwhich proposesproposes makingmaking thethe sum­sum­
mummum bonumbonum somethingsomething whichwhich isis 
indifferentindifferent toto ii ndnd ividivid uaua II well-beiwell-bei ngng wiwi IIII 
bebe ableable toto reversereverse thatthat trend.trend. 
Therefore,Therefore, the.the. simplicitysimplicity CallicottCallicott 
seemsseems toto admireadmire inin totaltotal holismholism maymay 
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actuallyactually bebe moremore ofof aa vicevice thanthan aa vir­vir­
tue.tue. Thus,Thus, onon bothboth logicallogical andand prac­prac­
ticaltical grounds,grounds, totaltotal holism'sholism's suggestedsuggested 
abilityability toto adjudicateadjudicate conflictsconflicts ofof intet~­intet~­

estsests doesdoes notnot indicateindicate thatthat itit isis pref­pref­
erableerable toto partialpartial holism.holism. 

Finally,Finally, therethere isis nono moralmoral reasonreason 
forfor adoptingadopting totaltotal holism.holism. TheThe com­com­
mon,mon, moralmoral goalgoal ofof reducingreducing thethe suf­suf­
feringfering inin lifelife andand otherwiseotherwise makingmaking 
lifelife moremore enjoyableenjoyable andand fulfillingfulfilling wouldwould 
notnot obviouslyobviously bebe moremore effectivelyeffectively pupu roo:roo: 
suedsued byby valuingvaluing individualsindividuals onlyonly asas 
contributorscontributors toto aa communitycommunity .. Indeed,Indeed, 
sincesince itit isis individuals,individuals, notnot communi­communi­
ties,ties, whichwhich experienceexperience enjoyment,enjoyment, ful­ful­
fifi Ilment,Ilment, distress,distress, aandnd frustrationfrustration andand 
sincesince totaltotal holismholism proposesproposes regardingregarding 
individualsindividuals asas disposabledisposable itemsitems inin thethe 
pursuitpursuit ofof thethe integt~ity,integt~ity, stability,stability, andand 
beautybeauty ofof thethe community,community, itit seemsseems 
reasonablereasonable toto conclconcl udeude thatthat totaltotal 
holismholism wouldwould notnot provideprovide asas likelylikely aa 
pathpath toto thth isis moralmoral goalgoal asas ouou I'I' cucu I~­I~­

rent,rent, mixedmixed morality,morality, whichwhich dit~ectlydil~ectly 

valuesvalues individualsindividuals andand theirtheir qualityquality ofof 
life.life. Certainly,Certainly, considerableconsiderable argumentargument 
wouldwould havehave toto bebe providedprovided toto warrantwarrant 
believingbelieving otherwise.otherwise. Similarly,Similarly, thel~ethel~e 

isis nono reasonreason toto believebelieve thatthat totaltotal 
holismholism wouldwould provideprovide aa betterbetter wayway ofof 
developingdeveloping moralmoral character.character. CertainCertain 
traditionaltraditional moralmoral virtues,virtues, suchsuch asas 
compassion,compassion, tolerance,tolerance, lovelove andand otherother 
emotionalemotional attachmentsattachments toto specificspecific indi­indi­
viduals,viduals, individualindividual initiative,initiative, andand 
self-respect,self-respect, couldcould actuallyactually bebe dis­dis­
coucou ragedraged byby vava riousrious formsforms ofof totaltotal 
hoihoi ism,ism, incinc IudIud ii nngg CCaaIIII iicott'cott' ss .. FinFin aaIIII yy ,, 
totaltotal holismholism needneed notnot contributecontribute toto 
insuringinsuring fairness.fairness. InsofarInsofar asas aa wil­wil­
dernessderness areaarea inin whichwhich "one"one beingbeing liveslives 
atat thethe expenseexpense ofof others"others" [333][333] isis anan 
exampleexample ofof aa totaltotal holisticholistic order~,order~, 

insuringinsuring fairnessfairness seemsseems irrelevantirrelevant toto 
totaltotal holism.holism. 

Thus,Thus, itit seemsseems fairfair toto concludeconclude 
thatthat totaltotal holismholism isis notnot obviouslyobviously aa 
superiorsuperior oror eveneven anan acceptableacceptable mor'almor'al 
outlookoutlook andand thatthat itit wouldwould taketake consid­consid­
erableerable argumentargument toto demonstratedemonstrate thatthat itit 
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is-ifis-if suchsuch at'gumentsat'guments couldcould bebe found.found. 
CallicottCallicott doesdoes notnot provideprovide thatthat argu­argu­
ment,ment, andand nothingnothing hehe sayssays suggestssuggests 
howhow suchsuch argumentsarguments couldcould bebe devel­devel­
oped.oped. (I(I havehave notnot fOLifOLi ndnd thatthat otherother 
envit~onmentalenvit~onmental holistsholists pt~ovidept~ovide compel­compel­
lingling Ot'Ot' cohet'entcohet'ent argumentsarguments forfor totaltotal 
hh00 IiIi ssmm,, ee iithethe t't' .. )) 

iiii 

TurnTurn toto Leopold'sLeopold's claimclaim thatthat 
whetherwhether somethingsomething isis rightright oror wrongwrong 
isis determineddetermined byby whetherwhether oror notnot itit 
contributescontributes toto thethe integrity,integrity, stability,stability, 
andand beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic "community.""community." 
IsIs thisthis anan acceptableacceptable moralmoral principle?principle? 
OnceOnce again,again, therethere areare bothboth practicalpractical 
andand logicallogical questionsquestions here.here. ThisThis 
time,time, wewe shallshall considerconsider thethe practicalpractical 
issuesissues first.first. 

CallicottCallicott isis clearlyclearly opposedopposed toto thethe 
utilitarianutilitarian elementselements inin contemporarycontemporary 
morality,morality, whichwhich hehe identifiesidentifies asas "a"a 
prophylacticprophylactic ethicethic ofof maximizingmaximizing 
rewardsrewards (pleasure)(pleasure) andand minimizingminimizing 
unwelcomeunwelcome informationinformation (pain),"(pain)," [323][323] 66 

andand ,he,he seessees Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple asas 
pointingpointing usus towardtoward aa moremore strenuousstrenuous 
wayway ofof life.life. HeHe seemsseems toto regreg retret thatthat 
"it"it isis impossibleimpossible todaytoday toto returnreturn toto 
thethe symbioticsymbiotic relationshiprelationship ofof StoneStone 
AgeAge manman toto thethe natunatu t~alt~al envienvi ronment"ronment" 
andand toto favorfavor allall ofof thethe following:following: 
simplesimple dietdiet andand vigorousvigorous exercise,exercise, aa 
renaissancerenaissance ofof tribaltribal culturalcultural experi­experi­
ence,ence, cucu ItivatingItivating aa tolerancetolerance forfor paipai n,n, 
optimizingoptimizing populationpopulation byby sexualsexual conti­conti­
nency,nency, abortion,abortion, infanticide,infanticide, andand 
stylizedstylized warfare,warfare, regardingregarding sicknesssickness 
as.aas.a worseworse evilevil thanthan death,death, eatingeating 
onlyonly whatwhat oneone cancan hunt,hunt, gather,gather, oror 
g."OWg."OW forfor oneselfoneself oror barterbarter ft'omft'om one'sone's 
neighbo.·sneighbo.·s andand friends,friends, andand leavingleaving 
peoplepeople whowho at·eat·e injuredinjured inin wildernesswilderness 
areasareas toto getget outout onon theirtheir ownown oror "die"die 
inin thethe attempt."attempt." [327,[327, 334,334, 336,338]336,338] 
ThereThere areare thethe "practical""practical" conse­conse­
quencesquences ofof thethe ethicethic CallicottCallicott 
describesdescribes asas "eminently"eminently practicable."practicable." 

AsAs thesethese consequencesconsequences indicate,indicate, 

(Callicott's(Callicott's interpretationinterpretation of)of) Leopold'sLeopold's 
principleprinciple isis fundamentallyfundamentally outout ofof touchtouch 
withwith contemporacontempora ryry moramora IIityity ,, whwh ichich 
emphasizesemphasizes compassioncompassion forfor thethe injured,injured, 
thethe sick,sick, andand thethe handicapped,handicapped, toler­toler­
anceance forfor diversediverse waysways ofof life,life, concernconcern 
toto expandexpand thethe diversitydiversity ofof opportuni­opportuni­
tiesties andand experiencesexperiences availableavailable toto peo­peo­
ple,ple, protectingprotecting thethe weakweak againstagainst thethe 
strong,strong, andand hopehope forfor progress.progress. Cal­Cal­
licottlicott doubtlessdoubtless regardsregards thisthis beingbeing outout 
ofof touchtouch asas aa mama rkrk ofof thethe hoihoi isticistic 
environmentalists'environmentalists' willingnesswillingness "to"to 
undertakeundertake creativecreative ethicalethical reflection,reflection, 
exploration,exploration, [and][and] reexaminationreexamination ofof 
historicalhistorical etheth icalical theory."theory." [319][319] How­How­
ever,ever, sincesince "mot·ality""mot·ality" isis aa commoncommon 
concept,concept, ratherrather thanthan aa technicaltechnical termterm 
whichwhich expertsexperts cancan stipulativelystipulatively define,define, 
itsits meaningmeaning isis establishedestablished throughthrough ourour 
common,common, mot~almot~al practice.practice. Conse­Conse­
qq uently,uently, toto thethe extentextent thatthat aa proposedproposed 
"ethic,""ethic," meaningmeaning merelymerely "a"a codecode forfor 
conductingconducting one'sone's life,"life," isis fundamen-.fundamen-. 
tallytally outout ofof touchtouch withwith ourour commoncommon 
moralmoral practice,practice, toto thatthat extentextent itit isis 
questionablequestionable whetherwhether thatthat proposedproposed 
codecode isis aa moralitymorality atat all.all. 

SignificantSignificant moralmoral criticismcriticism ofof com­com­
mon,mon, moralmoral pt~acticept~actice cannotcannot (logically)(logically) 
bebe basedbased solelysolely onon thethe findingsfindings ofof aa 
science,science, suchsuch asas ecology,ecology, remoteremote fromfrom 
thethe historyhistory andand practicepractice ofof morality.morality. 
SignificantSignificant moralmoral criticismcriticism mustmust (logic­(logic­
ally)ally) bebe based,based, atat leastleast inin part,part, onon 
currentlycurrently acceptedaccepted moralmoral principlesprinciples oror 
values.values. EvenEven ImmanuelImmanuel Kant,Kant, perhapsperhaps 
thethe mostmost abstractabstract ofof moralmoral phph i1oso­i1oso­
phers,phers, acknowledgesacknowledges this,this, beginningbeginning 
hishis FoundationsFoundations ofof thethe MetaphysicsMetaphysics ofof 
MoralsMorals withwith aa sectionsection onon thethe "Common"Common 
RationalRational KnowledgeKnowledge ofof Morals"Morals" andand 
confirmingconfirming hishis ultimateultimate moralmoral principleprinciple 
byby showingshowing thatthat itit yieldsyields thethe samesame 
answersanswers asas everydayeveryday moralitymorality inin fourfour 
clearclear cases.cases. Similarly,Similarly, animalanimal libera­libera­
tioniststionists commonlycommonly callcall forfor thethe libera­libera­
tiontion ofof animalanimal ss asas thethe nextnext step,step, 
beyondbeyond combattingcombatting racismracism andand sexism,sexism, 
inin extendingextending ourour common,common, egalitarianegalitarian 
moralmoral principlesprinciples toto allall thosethose whowho suf­suf­
ferfer byby notnot beibei ngng coveredcovered byby them.them. 
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ThisThis requirementrequirement thatthat significantsignificant moralmoral 
criticismcriticism keepkeep inin touchtouch withwith moralmoral his­his­
torytory andand practicepractice is,is, presumably,presumably, whywhy 
CallicottCallicott attemptsattempts toto drawdraw anan analogyanalogy 
betweenbetween hishis environmentalenvironmental holismholism andand 
Plato'sPlato's moralmoral philosophy.philosophy. However,However, 
thatthat analogyanalogy fails.fails. ThisThis leavesleaves itit 
highlyhighly doubtfuldoubtful thatthat environmentalenvironmental 
holismholism providesprovides aa basisbasis forfor moralcrit­moralcrit­
icismicism ofof moralmoral practicepractice oror moralmoral phi­phi­
losophlosoph ies,ies, suchsuch asas anan imalimal liberation,liberation, 
andand equallyequally doubtfuldoubtful whetherwhether environ­environ­
mentalmental holismholism is,is, itself,itself, aa moralmoral phi­phi­
losophylosophy atat all.all. 

TheThe termsterms ofof Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple 
reinforcereinforce this'this' doubt.doubt. LeopoldLeopold men­men­
tionstions threethree specificspecific valuesvalues inin hishis 
principle:principle: integrity,integrity, stability,stability, andand 
beauty.beauty. TheThe lastlast ofof thesethese is,is, 
directly,directly, anan aestheticaesthetic value.value. ItIt cancan 
taketake onon moralmoral significancesignificance onlyonly byby 
beingbeing tiedtied toto somesome moralmoral value,value, e.e. g.,g., 
throughthrough thethe principleprinciple thatthat "Goodness,"Goodness, 
truth,truth, andand beautybeauty areare oneone andand thethe 
same"same" oror thethe argumentargument thatthat "Beauty"Beauty isis 
somethingsomething peoplepeople enjoy;enjoy; so,so, sincesince thethe 
principleprinciple ofof utilityutility instructsinstructs usus toto 
maximizemaximize happiness,happiness, wewe oughtought (mor­(mor­
ally)ally) toto considerconsider thethe aestheticaesthetic conse­conse­
quencesquences ofof ourour actionsactions whenwhen determin­determin­
inging Whatwhat wewe oughtought (morally)(morally) toto do."do." 
LeopoldLeopold andand CallicottCallicott havehave notnot pro­pro­
videdvided principlesprinciples oror argumentsarguments toto 
establishestablish ·the·the moralmoral significancesignificance ofof thethe 
beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic community.community. SinceSince 
Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple isis supposedsupposed toto bebe 
thethe fundamentalfundamental principleprinciple ofof thethe landland 
ethic,ethic, statingstating itsits summumsummum bonumbonum andand 
ultimateultimate measuremeasure ofof moralmoral value,value, the'the' 
logiclogic ofof thisthis total,total, environmentalenvironmental 
holismholism wouldwould seemseem toto precludepreclude suchsuch aa 
principleprinciple oror argument.argument. Consequently,Consequently, 
itit is,is, atat least,least, highlyhighly doubtfuldoubtful thatthat 
thethe beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic communitycommunity cancan 
havehave moralmoral significancesignificance here.here. 77 

TheThe firstfirst ofof Leopold'sLeopold's valuevalue terms,terms, 
"integrity,""integrity," cancan referrefer toto aa moralmoral 
value,value, butbut thethe termterm doesdoes notnot herehere 
havehave itsits moralmoral meaning.meaning. ItIt doesdoes notnot 
meanmean "probity,""probity," "rectitude,""rectitude," oror "firm"firm 
adherenceadherence toto aa codecode ofof values."values." TalkTalk 
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ofof "the"the probityprobity ofof thethe bioticbiotic commu­commu­
nity"nity" wouldwould bebe nonsense.nonsense. Rather,Rather, 
"integrity""integrity" her'eher'e meansmeans "unity""unity" andand 
"completeness,""completeness," referringreferring toto thethe con­con­
ditiondition ofof notnot havinghaving beenbeen dismembereddismembered 
oror otherwiseotherwise reducedreduced toto aa truncatedtruncated 
versionversion ofof itsits fullyfully functionalfunctional form.form. 
Thus,Thus, "integrity""integrity" herehere denotesdenotes bioJo­bioJo­
gicalgical oror ecologicalecological conditions.conditions. OnceOnce 
again,again, somesome principleprinciple oror argumentargument 
tyingtying thesethese conditionsconditions toto moralmoral valuesvalues 
isis neededneeded toto givegive themthem moralmoral signifi­signifi­
cance,cance, and,and, onceonce again,again, neitherneither Leo­Leo­
poldpold nornor CallicottCallicott pt'ovides,pt'ovides, nOI~nOI~ likelylikely 
couldcould provide,provide, suchsuch aa pt~inciplept~inciple oror 
argument.argument. 

Finally,Finally, thethe secondsecond ofof Leopold'sLeopold's 
threethree valuevalue terms,terms, "stability,""stability," alsoalso 
refersrefers toto aa physicalphysical condition-andcondition-and itit 
definitelydefinitely isis startlingstartling toto seesee thisthis con­con­
ditiondition offeredoffered asas anan ultimateultimate valuevalue forfor 
aa "biologically"biologically enlightened"enlightened" valuevalue 
theorytheory inin aa post-Darwinianpost-Darwinian era.era. OnceOnce 
again,again, wewe areare givengiven nono reasonreason toto 
believebelieve thatthat thethe stabilitystability ofof thethe cur­cur­
rentrent statestate ofof naturenature hashas moralmoral signifi­signifi­
cance.cance. 

Thus,Thus, therethere isis nothingnothing inin Leopold'sLeopold's 
principleprinciple whichwhich identifiesidentifies itit asas aa moralmoral 
principle.principle. LabellingLabelling somethingsomething anan 
"ethic,""ethic," inin thethe sense·sense· ofof beingbeing aa codecode 
forfor conductingconducting oneself,oneself, suchsuch asas "the"the 
huntinghunting ethic,"ethic," doesdoes notnot establishestablish thatthat 
itit isis aa codecode ofof moralmoral valuesvalues oror eveneven 
thatthat itit hashas moralmoral significance.significance. TheThe 
moralmoral valuevalue ofof huntinghunting remainsremains anan 
openopen question,question, eveneven thoughthough huntinghunting 
hashas longlong hadhad anan "ethic."ethic. "8"8 Considet~a­Considet~a­

bleble argumentargument isis neededneeded toto showshow thatthat aa 
principleprinciple referringreferring toto anan aestheticaesthetic 
valuevalue andand ecologicalecological conditionsconditions hashas 
moralmoral value,value, letlet alonealone expressesexpresses anan 
acceptable,acceptable, ultimateultimate moralmoral pl"'inciple.pl"'inciple. 
UntilUntil suchsuch argumentargument isis provided,provided, ifif itit 
cancan bebe provided,provided, thethe so-calledso-called "land"land 
ethic"ethic" wouldwould lessless misleadinglymisleadingly bebe 
renamedrenamed "the"the landland aesthetic"aesthetic" oror "the"the 
ecologist'secologist's code."code." 

BeyondBeyond hishis mistakenmistaken analogyanalogy toto 
Plato'sPlato's Republic,Republic, thethe onlyonly suggestionsuggestion 
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CallicottCallicott offer'soffer's forfor whywhy wewe shouldshould 
r'egar'dr'egar'd (his(his inter'pretationinter'pretation of)of) Leo­Leo­
pold'spold's envienvi r'onmentalr'onmental pt'inciplept'inciple asas aa 
moralmoral principleprinciple isis thatthat 

thethe rept'esentationrepr'esentation ofof thethe natu­natu­
ra�'ra�' environmentenvironment as,as, inin Leo­Leo­
pold'spold's termsterms "one"one humminghumming 
community"community" bringsbrings intointo play,play, 
whetherwhether rationallyrationally oror not,not, 
thosethose stirringsstirrings ofof conscienceconscience 
whichwhich wewe feelfeel inin relationrelation toto 
delicatelydelicately complex,complex, functioningfunctioning 
socialsocial andand organicorganic sys­sys­
tems.tems. [322][322] 

However,However, thisthis suggestionsuggestion begsbegs thethe 
question,question, forfor itit isis fafa rr fr'omfr'om obvious,obvious, 
thatthat thethe envienvi ronmentronment cancan properlyproperly bebe 
describeddescribed asas aa "community""community" inin aa mor­mor­
allyally significantsignificant sense.sense. Ecologically,Ecologically, 
"community""community" meansmeans merelymerely "a"a groupgroup ofof 
plantsplants andand animalsanimals livingliving inin aa specificspecific 
regionregion underunder relativelyrelatively similarsimilar condi­condi­
tions"tions" oror "the"the regionregion inin whichwhich theythey 

,, live.live. "" [American[American HeritageHeritage Dictionary]Dictionary] 
Ther'eTher'e isis nothingnothing herehere ofof thethe feelingfeeling 
ofof community,community, includingincluding beingbeing cooper­cooper­
ative,ative, mutualmutual carecare andand respect,respect, shar­shar­
inging ofof burdensburdens andand responsibilities,responsibilities, 
emotionalemotional andand moralmoral attachments,attachments, 
intentionallyintentionally formedformed alliances,alliances, aa sensesense 
ofof obligationsobligations to,to, responsibilitiesresponsibilities for,for, 
or'or' rightsrights againstagainst otherother membersmembers ofof thethe 
group,group, andand identifyingidentifying with,with, feelingfeeling 
oneone cancan relyrely on,on, andand feelingfeeling oneone isis 
makingmaking aa contributioncontribution toto thethe group-allgroup-all 
ofof whichwhich contributecontribute toto mama kiki ngng commu­commu­
nitiesnities morallymorally significant.significant. LackingLacking allall 
ofof thesethese dimensions,dimensions, aa merelymerely ecologi­ecologi­
calcal "community""community" lackslacks moralmoral signifi­signifi­
cance.cance. ThatThat plantsplants andand animals,animals, 
includingincluding ourselves,ourselves, needneed eacheach otherother 
andand otherother inorganicinorganic things,things, suchsuch asas 
unpollutedunpolluted waterwater andand air,air, inin orderorder toto 
survivesurvive doesdoes notnot makemake usus aa "commu­"commu­
nity"nity" inin aa morallymorally significantsignificant sense,sense, 
andand toto trytry toto stirstir moralmoral feelingsfeelings byby 
employingemploying thatthat termterm inin discussingdiscussing eco­eco­
logicallogical issuesissues isis toto equivocateequivocate andand toto 
substitutesubstitute rhetoricrhetoric forfor argument.argument. 

UntilUntil furtherfurther argumentargument isis suppliedsupplied 
toto show,show, ifif itit cancan bebe shown,shown, thatthat 
Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple isis aa moralmoral 

principle,principle, itit seemsseems fairfair toto regardregard hishis 
landland "ethic""ethic" asas thethe statementstatement ofof thethe 
wayway ofof lifelife hehe personallypersonally preferred,preferred, 
ratherrather thanthan asas aa mor'almor'al principle.principle. 
SomeSome peoplepeople likelike citiescities andand luxury;luxury; 
othersothers preferprefer thethe countr'ycountr'y andand auster­auster­
ity-inity-in termsterms ofof thethe substancesubstance ofof Leo­Leo­
pold'spold's principle,principle, thethe significancesignificance ofof 
the'landthe'land "ethic""ethic" isis thatthat itit providesprovides aa 
guideguide fot,fot, thethe latterlatter group.group. 

Finally,Finally, Leopold'sLeopold's pr'inciplepr'inciple couldcould 
bebe givengiven moralmoral significance,significance, ifif itit pro­pro­
videdvided usefuluseful guidanceguidance forfor accomplish­accomplish­
inging ouou rr common,common, moralmoral goals.goals. How­How­
eevv eerr ,, itit ii ss dodouubbtftfuu II tt hathat itit cancan pp IIaayy 
thatthat role.role. AsAs alreadyalready indicated,indicated, .. itit 
wouldwould not,not, atat leastleast asas interpretedinterpreted byby 
Callicott,Callicott, encouencou ragerage thethe developmentdevelopment 
ofof somesome morallymorally highly.highly. pt'izedpt'ized charac­charac­
terter traits,traits, suchsuch asas compassion.compassion. Also,.Also,. 
itit wouldwould notnot helphelp toto insureinsure fairness,fairness, 
sincesince itit would,would, apparently,apparently, counselcounsel 
againstagainst defendingdefending thethe weakweak againstagainst 
thethe strong.strong. Finally,Finally, inin directingdirecting usus 
toto cultivatecultivate aa tolerancetolerance forfor pain,pain, toto 
leaveleave injuredinjured peoplepeople toto die,die, toto destroydestroy 
animalsanimals inin orderorder toto savesave plants,plants, andand 
soso forth,forth, itit seemsseems unlikelyunlikely thatthat itit 
wouldwould provideprovide usus muchmuch guidanceguidance inin 
reducingreducing sufferingsuffering andand otherwiseotherwise mak­mak­
inging lifelife moremore enjoyableenjoyable andand fulfilling.fulfilling. 
Consequently,Consequently, Leopold'sLeopold's principleprinciple isis 
notnot likelylikely toto bebe ofof serviceservice inin attainingattaining 
ourour common,common, moralmoral goals.goals. 

ItIt seemsseems fairfair toto concludeconclude thatthat forfor 
allall thethe aboveabove reasons,reasons, Leopold'sLeopold's prin­prin­
cipleciple isis notnot anan acceptableacceptable moralmoral prin­prin­
ciple.ciple. (This(This isis notnot toto say,say, ofof course,course, 
thatthat ecologyecology cannotcannot provideprovide importantimportant 
informationinformation forfor makingmaking enlightenedenlightened 
moralmoral decisions.)decisions.) 

iiiiii 

Finally,Finally, letlet usus brieflybriefly turnturn toto Cal­Cal­
licott'slicott's chargecharge thatthat animalanimal liberationliberation isis 
world-denyingworld-denying andand life-loathing.life-loathing. Mor­Mor­
alityality involvesinvolves inhibitinginhibiting andand redirect­redirect­
inging nativenative desiresdesires andand tendencies,tendencies, andand 
inin itsits fullyfully developeddeveloped form,form, itit alsoalso 
involvesinvolves projectingprojecting "better"better worlds"worlds" forfor 
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usus toto workwork towar·d.towar·d. ItIt followsfollows thatthat 
concerns,concerns, values,values, pr"inciples,pr"inciples, codes,codes, 
guidesguides forfor action,action, etc.,etc., cannotcannot bebe 
restrictedrestricted toto merelymerely "accepting"accepting lifelife -as-as 
itit isis given"given" andand "accepting"accepting andand 
affirmingaffirming naturalnatural biologicalbiological laws,laws, prin­prin­
ciples,ciples, andand limitations,"limitations," ifif theythey areare toto 
constituteconstitute aa mor"ality.mor"ality. Consequently,Consequently, 
takentaken atat faceface value,value, Callicott'sCallicott's sup­sup­
posedlyposedly "life-affirming,""life-affirming," "world-ac­"world-ac­
cepting"cepting" environmentalenvironmental holismholism cannotcannot 
(logically)(logically) bebe aa moralmoral ity.ity. 

SuchSuch adviceadvice cancan taketake onon moralmoral sig­sig­
nificancenificance onlyonly ifif itit isis understoodunderstood asas 
encouragingencouraging usus toto dodo somethingsomething whichwhich 
isis notnot currentlycurrently beingbeing donedone andand whichwhich 
wouldwould makemake for~for~ aa betterbetter world.world. SinceSince 
CallicottCallicott proposesproposes thethe landland "ethic""ethic" asas 
anan alternativealternative notnot onlyonly toto animalanimal lib­lib­
erationeration butbut alsoalso toto contemporacontempora ry,ry, civ­civ­
ilizedilized life,life, he,he, apparently,apparently, doesdoes 
understandunderstand itit inin thisthis way.way. However,However, 
whenwhen soso understood,understood, thethe phph raserase "I"I ifeife 
asas itit isis given"given" cannotcannot (logically)(logically) refer"refer" 
toto lifelife asas itit actuallyactually isis beingbeing ledled byby 
us.us. Thus,Thus, CallicottCallicott isis notnot reallyreally pro­pro­
posingposing thatthat wewe "accept"accept lifelife asas itit isis 
given."given." Rather,Rather, behindbehind thatthat mislead­mislead­
inging rhetoric,rhetoric, hehe isis rejectingrejecting lifelife asas itit 
currentlycurrently isis andand advocatingadvocating thatthat wewe 
followfollow aa wayway ofof lifelife asas hehe wouwou IdId likelike itit 
toto be.be. Furthermore,Furthermore, suggestingsuggesting that,that, 
asas farfar asas possible,possible, wewe foresakeforesake tenstens 
ofof thousandsthousands ofof yearsyears ofof evolutionevolution andand 
historyhistory andand returnreturn toto thethe wayway ofof lifelife 
ofof StoneStone AgeAge tribestribes marksmarks Callicott'sCallicott's 
"ethic""ethic" asas aa particularlyparticularly "world-deny­"world-deny­
ing"ing" vision.vision. Consequently,Consequently, whenwhen 
interpretedinterpreted inin thethe wayway whichwhich makesmakes itit 
logicallylogically possiblepossible forfor Callicott'sCallicott's "ethic""ethic" 
toto bebe aa morality,morality, itit isis neitherneither life-af­life-af­
fifi rmingrming nornor world-accepting.world-accepting. 

OnOn thethe otherother hand,hand, refusingrefusing toto 
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acceptaccept andand affirmaffirm avoidablesuffer'ing,avoidablesuffer'ing, 
unfairunfair distributionsdistributions ofof goods,goods, uninhi­uninhi­
bitedbited aggression,aggression, andand soso forth,forth, areare 
refusalsrefusals whichwhich havehave longlong beenbeen andand 
conticonti nn ueue toto bebe papa rtrt ofof everydayeveryday mor­mor­
ality.ality. AsAs such,such, theythey areare aa well-es­well-es­
tablishedtablished partpart ofof lifelife asas itit is.is. AnimalAnimal 
liberationliberation extendsextends suchsuch concerns,concerns, 
whichwhich havehave traditionallytraditionally beenbeen focusedfocused 
onon thethe humanhuman worldworld andand onon humanhuman 
life,life, toto includeinclude equalequal considerationconsideration forfor 
animals.animals. II nn thisthis way,way, animalanimal libera­libera­
tiontion isis simplysimply carr~yin-gcarr~yin-g onon thethe busi­busi­
nes'snes's ofof everydayeveryday moralmoral practice.practice. 
Therefor"e,Therefor"e, itit doesdoes notnot loatheloathe oror denydeny 
lifelife asas itit is.is. Rather,Rather, unlikeunlike Calli­Calli­
cott'scott's proposedproposed retreatretreat toto thethe wilder­wilder­
ness,ness, animalanimal liberationliberation isis participatingparticipating 
inin lifelife and,and, hopefully,hopefully, .in.in itsits continu­continu­
inging moralmoral evolution.evolution. 

IIIIII 

Thus,Thus, Callicott'sCallicott's total,total, envir"onmen­envir"onmen­
taltal holismholism andand hishis criticismcriticism ofof animalanimal 
liberationliberation havehave little,little, ifif anything,anything, toto 
recommendrecommend themthem asas moralmoral theorytheory andand 
criticism.criticism. First,First, CallicottCallicott hashas notnot 
providedprovided anyany reasonreason forfor believingbelieving thatthat 
holismholism shouldshould bebe moremore thanthan aa par"tpar"t ofof 
mor"ality.mor"ality. Second,Second, thethe specificspecific holisticholistic 
principleprinciple CallicottCallicott advances,advances, namely,namely, 
Leopold'sLeopold's so-calledso-called "land"land ethic,"ethic," hashas 
notnot beenbeen shownshown toto bebe aa moralmoral pr"inci­pr"inci­
piepie atat allall nornor toto bebe ofof particular~particular~ useuse 
inin attaiattai nn ii ngng ouou rr common,common, moralmoral goals.goals. 
Finally,Finally, Callicott'sCallicott's criticismscriticisms ofof animalanimal 
IIiberationiberation areare iincoherentncoherent ~~ Conse­Conse­
quently,quently, totaltotal holistic,holistic, envienvi ronmentalronmental 
"ethicists""ethicists" willwill havehave toto mar'shallmar'shall aa 
greatgreat dealdeal moremore argument,argument, ifif thatthat cancan 
bebe done,done, inin orderorder toto showshow thatthat theirtheir 
principlesprinciples andand criticismscriticisms areare morallymorally 
sigsig nn ificaifica nt.nt. 

SteveSteve F.F. SapontzisSapontzis 
CaliforniaCalifornia StateState University,University, HaywardHayward 
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NotesNotes 

1.1.� PeterPeter Singer,Singer, AnimalAnimal LiberationLiberation isis broken."broken." HeHe simplysimply passespasses 
(New(New Yor~k:Yor~k: AvonAvon Books,Books, 1975),1975), overover thethe factfact thatthat inin additionaddition toto 
ChapterChapter 1,1, andand BernardBernard Rollin,Rollin, deliveringdelivering unwelcomeunwelcome information,information, 
AnimalAnimal RightsRights andand HumanHuman MoraiityMoraiity painpain hurts.hurts. 
(Buffalo:(Buffalo: PrometheusPrometheus Books,Books, 
1981),1981), PartPart I.I. 7.7. WhileWhile thisthis isis clearlyclearly aa criticismcriticism ofof 

Callicott'sCallicott's conceptionconception ofof environ­environ­
2.2.� SeeSee Regan'sRegan's "Utilitarianism,"Utilitarianism, Veg­Veg- mentamenta II etheth ics,ics, itit isis notnot entienti relyrely 

etaeta riaria nn isis Ii1Ii1 ,, andand AniAni mmaaII RigRig hhtt s,s, "" clearclear thatthat itit isis anan objectionobjection toto 
PhilosophyPhilosophy && PublicPublic AffairsAffairs 99 Leopold'sLeopold's position.position. ThTh isis isis 
(1980),(1980), pp.pp. 305-24.305-24. becausebecause itit isis notnot clearclear thatthat hehe 

regardedregarded hishis principle'principle' asas justjust anan 
3.3.� EvelynEvelyn PluharPluhar alsoalso interpretsinterprets ethicalethical principle.principle. HeHe introducesintroduces 

Callicott'sCallicott's positionposition inin thisthis way,way, inin thatthat principleprinciple inin AA SandSand CountyCounty 
"Two"Two ConceptionsConceptions ofof anan Environ­Environ­ AlmanacAlmanac (Oxford:(Oxford: OxfordOxford Univer­Univer­
mentalmental EthicEthic andand TheirTheir Implica­Implica­ sitysity Press,Press, 1949)1949) withwith thethe follow­follow­
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