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Loftin'sLoftin's mainmain concernconcern isis toto defenddefend 
sportssports hh uu ntinti ngng onon utiuti IIitaita riaria nn gg rourou nds.nds. 
HeHe alsoalso discussesdiscusses subsistencesubsistence huntinghunting 
andand commercialcommercial hunting.hunting. 

CommercialCommercial huntinghunting isis foundfound toto bebe 
objectionableobjectionable becausebecause itit oftenoften leadsleads toto 
thethe extinctionextinction oror near-extinctionnear-extinction ofof aa 
species.species. ThereThere areare numel~ousnumel~ous exam­exam­
plesples ofof this.this. TheThe giantgiant hel~dshel~ds ofof 
bisonbison werewere killedkilled offoff byby hidehide hunters;hunters; 
passengerpassenger pigeonspigeons werewere exterminatedexterminated 
byby huntershunters whowho soldsold themthem asas hoghog 
feed,feed, asas feathersfeathers forfor bedding,bedding, oror asas 
livelive tal~getstal~gets forfor traptrap shooting;shooting; ivory­ivory­
billedbilled woodpeckerswoodpeckers werewere killedkilled merelymerely 
toto produce.produce. taxtax idermicalidermical cucu riosities.riosities. 

ThTh isis objectionobjection doesdoes notnot applyapply toto 
subsistencesubsistence huntinghunting oror sportssports hunt­hunt­
ing.ing. TheseThese practicespractices dodo notnot usuallyusually 
leadlead toto thethe extinctionextinction ofof aa species;species; onon 
thethe contrary,contrary, thethe sportssports hunterhunter oror 
subsistencesubsistence hunterhunter needsneeds toto preservepreserve 
aa speciesspecies soso thatthat theythey cancan continuecontinue toto 
killkill individualindividual membersmembers ofof thethe species.species. 

LoftinLoftin agreesagrees withwith SingerSinger thatthat sub­sub­
ss iistencestence hh uu ntinti ngng caca nn bebe justifiedjustified onon 
utilitarianutilitarian grounds.grounds. ThereThere areare stillstill aa 
fewfew IndiansIndians andand EskimosEskimos whowho livelive byby 
huntinghunting andand fishing,fishing, andand ifif theythey areare 
notnot allowedallowed toto continue,continue, theythey willwill loselose 
theirtheir cultureculture andand theirtheir traditionaltraditional wayway 
ofof life.life. ButBut thisthis lossloss ofof cultureculture andand 
wayway ofof lifelife willwill causecause moremore painpain andand 
sufferingsuffering thanthan thethe sufferingsuffering ofof thethe 
animalsanimals killed.killed. SoSo fromfrom aa utilitarianutilitarian 
pointpoint ofof view,view, thethe subsistencesubsistence huntinghunting 
ofof EskimosEskimos andand othersothers shouldshould bebe 
allowed.allowed. 

Loftin'sLoftin's mainmain concern,concern, however,however, isis 
withwith sportssports hunting.hunting. UnlikeUnlike Singer,Singer, 
hehe thinksthinks thatthat itit cancan bebe justifiedjustified onon 
utilitarianutilitarian grounds.grounds. ButBut hehe admitsadmits 
thatthat therethere isis aa veryvery seriousserious moralmoral 
objectionobjection toto thisthis practice,practice, andand thatthat isis 

thatthat therethere isis anan inevitableinevitable inflictioninfliction ofof 
severesevere painpain andand prolongedprolonged sufferingsuffering 
uponupon ani'malsani'mals whowho areare notnot immediatelyimmediately 

a re hunt­killed,ki lied, butbut whowho are crippledcrippled byby h unt­
ersers andand leftleft toto die.die. ForFor example,example, 
considerconsider thisthis factualfactual itemitem citedcited byby 
Loftin:Loftin: "A"A biologistbiologist inin UtahUtah examinedexamined 
thethe bodiesbodies ofof 358358 unrecoveredunrecovered deer.deer. 
HeHe foundfound manymany moremore fawnsfawns andand doesdoes 
thanthan bucks.bucks. ItIt isis clearclear thatthat therethere isis 
aa veryvery stl~ongstl~ong tendencytendency toto letlet illegalillegal 
oror uu ndes;ndes; rablerable cripplescripples go."go." (Foot­(Foot­
note,note, p.p. 245)245) 

DespiteDespite thth isis veryvery seriousserious objectionobjection 
toto sportssports hunting,hunting, LoftinLoftin thinksthinks thatthat 
itit stillstill cancan bebe justifiedjustified byby twotwo argu­argu­
ments,ments, anan overpopulationoverpopulation argumentargument 
andand aa replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. TheThe 
overpopulationoverpopulation argumentargument goesgoes likelike 
this:this: "Unless"Unless animalsanimals areare huntedhunted theythey 
willwill breedbreed toto excessexcess andand overpopulateoverpopulate 
thethe rangerange beyondbeyond itsits carryingcarrying capac­capac­
ity.ity. ThisThis willwill degradedegrade thethe habitathabitat 
tt hh roro ughugh overoveruseuse andand thethe gamgamee willwill bebe 
subjectsubject toto starvation,starvation, pal'asitism,pal'asitism, andand 
diseasedisease inflictinginflicting anan equalequal oror greatergreater 
amountamount ofof sufferingsuffering onon thethe animals."animals." 
(p.(p. 243)243) 

LoftinLoftin acceptsaccepts thisthis argumentargument withwith 
twotwo reservations.reservations. FiFi rst,rst, itit doesdoes notnot 
applyapply toto gamegame speciesspecies thatthat wiwi IIII notnot 
overpopulateoverpopulate suchsuch asas bears,bears, wolves,wolves, 
cougar,cougar, lynx,lynx, andand bobcat.bobcat. OnOn Lof­Lof­
tin'stin's view,view, predatorspredators (with(with thethe possi­possi­
bleble exceptionexception ofof thethe coyote)coyote) oughtought 
nevernever toto bebe hunted,hunted, exceptexcept inin I'areI'are 
casescases wherewhere anan individualindividual roguerogue posesposes 
aa genuinegenuine threatthreat toto humanhuman life.life. Sec­Sec­
ond,ond, sportssports huntinghunting doesdoes notnot cullcull thethe 
herdherd inin thethe rightright way.way. IInsteadnstead ofof 
killingkilling thethe old,old, thethe sick,sick, andand thethe 
weak,weak, likelike naturalnatural predators,predators, humanhuman 
huntershunters oftenoften selectselect thethe dominantdominant malemale 
inin thethe herd,herd, thethe oneone mostmost fitfit toto passpass 
alongalong thethe bestbest genes.genes. SoSo LoftinLoftin isis 
opposedopposed toto trophytrophy hh uu ntinti ng,ng, wherewhere thethe 
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objectobject isis toto obtainobtain somesome r'ecord-settingr'ecord-setting 
animal,animal, e.g.,e.g., aa bighornbighorn sheepsheep withwith aa 
record-settingrecord-setting pairpair ofof hot'ns.hot'ns. 

UUnfortunfortu nately,nately, LoftiLofti nn overlooksoverlooks thethe 
mostmost obviousobvious objectionobjection toto thethe overpo­overpo­
pulationpulation argument,argument, namelynamely thatthat therethere 
areare betterbetter waysways toto controlcontrol overpopula­overpopula­
tiontion thanthan hunting.hunting. Stet'ilizationStet'ilization ofof 
selectedselected animalsanimals wouldwould dodo thethe jobjob 
withoutwithout thethe enormousenormous painpain andand suffer­suffer­
inging producedproduced byby hunting.hunting. NobodyNobody 
advocatesadvocates huntinghunting inin orderorder toto controlcontrol 
thethe ovel'populationovel'population ofof 600600 millionmillion 
humanshumans inin India;India; almostalmost everyoneeveryone willwill 
agreeagree thatthat somesome kindkind ofof birthbirth controlcontrol 
wouldwould bebe better.better. WhyWhy doesn'tdoesn't thethe 
samesame pointpoint applyapply toto animalsanimals suchsuch asas 
deer',deer', elk,elk, bison,bison, andand moosemoose whowho areare 
IiIi kelykely toto overpopuoverpopu latelate inin thethe absenceabsence 
ofof theirtheir naturalnatural predators?predators? 

TheThe secondsecond argumentargument usedused byby Lof­Lof­
tintin isis aa versionversion ofof Singer'sSinger's "replace­"replace­
abilityability argument."argument." II nn itsits originaloriginal 
form,form, thethe argumentargument waswas thatthat thethe suf­suf­
feringfering andand lossloss ofof lifelife ofof oneone animalanimal isis 
morallymorally acceptableacceptable ifif thethe animalanimal killedkilled 
isis replacedreplaced byby anotheranother animal.animal. LoftinLoftin 
wantswants toto applyapply thisthis argumentargument toto hunt­hunt­
ing:ing: "I"I wantwant toto extendextend thethe replace­replace­
abilityability argumentargument byby pointingpointing outout thatthat 
inin ethicalethical hunting,hunting, accordingaccording toto thethe 
bestbest modernmodern standards,standards, notnot onlyonly areare 
individualindividual gamegame animalsanimals replacedreplaced byby 
othersothers ofof theithei I'I' ownown species,species, butbut habi­habi­
tattat setset asideaside forfor themthem benefitsbenefits otherother 
speciesspecies whichwhich areare notnot huhu nted.nted. "" (p.(p. 
249)249) 

ButBut howhow doesdoes shootishooti ngng anan ii ndivid­ndivid­
ualual animal,animal, saysay aa duck,duck, leadlead toto thethe 
creationcreation ofof anotheranother duck?duck? TheThe shoot­shoot­
iingng itselfitself doesdoes notnot dodo thth is,is, butbut 
accordingaccording toto LoftinLoftin itit indirectlyindirectly leadsleads 
toto thethe productionproduction ofof anotheranother duckduck 
becausebecause thethe hunterhunter makesmakes financialfinancial 
contributionscontributions forfor habitathabitat preservation.preservation. 

EvenEven assumingassuming thatthat thethe replacementreplacement 
tata keskes placeplace asas LoftiLofti nn sayssays itit does,does, thethe 
argumentargument isis stillstill unconvincing.unconvincing. InIn 
SiSi nger'nger' ss origiorigi nalnal versionversion ofof thethe aargu­rgu­
ment,ment, happyhappy chickenschickens werewere painlesslypainlessly 
killedkilled andand replacedreplaced byby mot'emot'e happyhappy 
chickens.chickens. ButBut inin Loftin'sLoftin's version,version, 
animalsanimals areare painfullypainfully killedkilled oror crip­crip­
pled.pled. (The(The so-calledso-called "ethical"ethical hunt­hunt­

,� ,ing",ing" thatthat LoftinLoftin hashas inin mindmind involvesinvolves, 
obeyingobeying gamegame laws,laws, andand notnot killingkilling 
animalsanimals painlessly.)painlessly.) II nsteadnstead ofof aa 
cyclecycle ofof happyhappy lives,lives, asas inin Singer'sSinger's 
argument,argument, wewe insteadinstead havehave aa cyclecycle ofof 
unhappyunhappy lives,lives, liveslives cutcut shortshort byby aa 
violentviolent andand painfulpainful death.death. SurelySurely itit 
wouldwould bebe betterbetter fromfrom aa utilitarianutilitarian 
pointpoint ofof viewview ifif thethe animalsanimals hadhad nor­nor­
malmal liveslives andand werewere notnot shotshot andand 
kiki lied.lied. 

ButBut whatwhat aboutabout thethe allegedalleged goodgood 
sideside effecteffect ofof aa habitathabitat beingbeing setset asideaside 
forfor otherother animalsanimals whowho areare notnot hunted?hunted? 
InIn thethe firstfirst place,place, itit isis notnot clearclear thatthat 
thisthis effecteffect resultsresults solel'ysolel'y fromfrom thethe 
contributionscontributions ofof hunters.hunters. AfterAfter all,all, 
therethere areare plentyplenty ofof othersothers whowho wantwant 
toto preservepreserve naturalnatural habitatshabitats besidesbesides 
hunters,hunters, e.g.,e.g., hikershikers andand bird­bird­
watchers.watchers. Besides,Besides, thethe contributioncontribution 
thatthat huntershunters makemake toto environmentalenvironmental 
conservationconservation hashas toto bebe balancedbalanced 
againstagainst thethe badbad sideside effectseffects ofof hunt­hunt­
ing.ing. ThereThere isis thethe enormousenormous painpain andand 
sufferingsuffering ofof thethe animals.animals. EveryEvery yearyear 
manymany huntershunters areare themselvesthemselves killedkilled oror 
injuredinjured accidentally;accidentally; theythey killkill non­non­
gamegame animalsanimals suchsuch asas cows;cows; theythey tres­tres­
passpass onon privateprivate property;property; theythey acci­acci­
dentallydentally shootshoot non-hunters;non-hunters; andand soso 
on.on. AllAll thingsthings considered,considered, itit seemsseems 
thatthat anan honesthonest utilitarianutilitarian oughtought toto 
concludeconclude thatthat sportssports huntinghunting isis mor­mor­
allyally unacceptableunacceptable becausebecause thethe badbad 
consequencesconsequences outweighoutweigh thethe goodgood con­con­
sequences.sequences. 

JamesJames E.E. WhiteWhite 
St.St. CloudCloud StateState UniversityUniversity 


