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EthicsEthics andand AnimalsAnimals collectscollects 2727 
essaysessays whichwhich werewere originallyoriginally presentedpresented 
atat aa 19791979 conferenceconference heldheld atat VirginiaVirginia 
Tech.Tech. ItIt featut~esfeatut~es importantimportant articlesarticles 
byby well-knownwell-known thinkersthinkers whowho setset outout 
broadlybroadly dr~awndr~awn rationalesrationales oror critiquescritiques 
ofof "animal"animal liberation"liberation" positions.positions. ItIt 
alsoalso containscontains somesome interesting,interesting, moremore 
finelyfinely foctjsedfoctjsed analysesanalyses ofof particularparticular 
conceptsconcepts andand claimsclaims thatthat areare involvedinvolved 
inin animalanimal ethicsethics discussions.discussions. AA par­par­
ticularlyticularly interestinginteresting featurefeature ofof thethe 
texttext isis thethe contributioncontribution ofof nonphiloso­nonphiloso­
phers:phers: therethere areare interestinginteresting studiesstudies 
ofof apeape languagelanguage research,research, stressstress lev­lev­
elsels encounteredencountered byby chickenschickens inin inten­inten­
sivesive rearing,rearing, anan accountaccount ofof thethe legallegal 
handlinghandling ofof aa literalliteral casecase ofof animalanimal 
liberation-theliberation-the freeingfreeing ofof twotwo captivecaptive 
dolphinsdolphins fromfrom anan HawaiianHawaiian researchresearch 
institute-andinstitute-and aa vademecumvademecum forfor animalanimal 
rightsrights activists.activists. 

AnAn nettenette c.c. Baier'sBaier's "Fi"Fi ndindi ngng OuOu rr 
Pla,cePla,ce inin thethe AnAn imalimal World"World" isis aa papa rtic­rtic­
ularlyularly valuablevaluable instanceinstance ofof thethe firstfirst 
classclass ofof contributionscontributions toto thethe book.book. ItIt 
commentscomments usefullyusefully onon anan earlierearlier essay,essay, 
JanJan Narveson'sNarveson's "Animal"Animal RightsRights Revi­Revi­
sited"sited" (this(this sortsort ofof crosscross referencereference 
happenshappens oftenoften inin thethe text,text, andand isis oneone 
ofof itsits happiesthappiest features).features). Narveson'sNarveson's 
paperpaper sketchessketches thethe threethree moralmoral theo­theo­
riesries hehe regardsregards asas mostmost interest­interest­
ing-libertarianism,ing-libertarianism, utilitarianism,utilitarianism, andand 
contcont ractaracta riaria nn ism-aism-a ndnd conclconcl udesudes thatthat 
onlyonly utilutil itaita rianrian ismism providesprovides anyany sup­sup­
portport forfor thethe kindskinds ofof claimsclaims animalanimal 

·Iiberationists·Iiberationists typicallytypically make,make, andand thatthat 
eveneven thatthat supportsupport isis muchmuch weakerweaker andand 
moremore equivocalequivocal thanthan manymany believe.believe. 
Now,Now, thethe problemproblem ofof determiningdetermining justjust 
whatwhat implicationsimplications utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas forfor 
ourour treatmenttreatment ofof animalsanimals isis muchmuch 

discussed;discussed; see,see, forfor example,example, thethe 
exchangeexchange betweenbetween PeterPeter SingerSinger andand 
TomTom ReganRegan inin PhilosophyPhilosophy && PublicPublic 
AffairsAffairs forfor 1980,1980, andand R.R. G.G. Frey'sFrey's 
I~ecentI~ecent Rights,.Rights,. KillingKilling andand Suffering.Suffering. 
ButBut Baier'sBaier's focusfocus isis onon whatwhat mustmust 
sur~elysur~ely bebe aa fairlyfairly commoncommon responseresponse toto 
Narveson'sNarveson's claimclaim thatthat thethe other~other~ theo­theo­
r~ies-libertarianismr~ies-libertarianism andand contractarian­contractarian­
ism-leaveism-leave animalsanimals outout inin thethe cold.cold. 
SuchSuch aa resultresult willwill seemseem toto manymany (at(at 
leastleast inin somesome moods)moods) toto bebe profoundlyprofoundly 
coucou nterinteri ntuntu itive.itive. IfIf suchsuch theoriestheories 
al~en'tal~en't refutedrefuted byby theirtheir neglectneglect ofof ani­ani­
mais,mais, theythey mustmust bebe atat leastleast profoundlyprofoundly 
embaemba rrassed.rrassed. 

BaierBaier notesnotes that,that, alongalong withwith whatwhat 
mightmight bebe calledcalled "pro-animal""pro-animal" intui­intui­
tions,tions, therethere areare certainlycertainly "anti-animal""anti-animal" 
iintuntu itionition ss asas well,well, onesones thatthat aa rere notnot atat 
allall disturbeddisturbed byby thethe massivemassive exploita­exploita­
tiontion ofof animals.animals. TheThe questionquestion is,is, howhow 
shouldshould wewe sortsort outout whichwhich setset ofof intui­intui­
tionstions areare suitablesuitable forfor assessingassessing con­con­
tendingtending moralmoral theories?theories? 

HerHer articlearticle tata keskes thethe viewview thatthat 
"pro-animal""pro-animal" intuitionsintuitions areare lessless likelylikely 
toto bebe taintedtainted byby specialspecial interestinterest andand 
dogmatismdogmatism thanthan areare theirtheir anti-animalanti-animal 
competitors,competitors, andand thatthat therethere isis aa 
theory,theory, oneone unconsideredunconsidered byby Narve­Narve­
son,son, whwh ichich nicelynicely accommodatesaccommodates thesethese 
intuitions.intuitions. TheThe remainderremainder ofof thethe arti ­arti ­
clecle exploresexplores whatwhat mightmight bebe thethe payoffpayoff 
forfor animalsanimals ofof suchsuch aa view,view, aa Humean­Humean­
stylestyle virtuevirtue ethics.ethics. 

DiscussionsDiscussions ofof vivi rtuertue ethicsethics havehave 
b'eenb'een prominentprominent lately-atlately-at leastleast sincesince 
AlasdairAlasdair Macintyre'sMacintyre's AfterAfter Virtue.Virtue. 
ButBut thethe fewfew attemptsattempts II havehave seenseen toto 
applyapply suchsuch approachesapproaches toto questionsquestions ofof 
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animalanimal ethicsethics havehave beenbeen disappoint­disappoint­
inglyingly obscure.obscure. Baief~'sBaief~'s clearclear accountaccount 
ofof thethe boundariesboundaries ofof suchsuch anan orienta­orienta­
tiontion isis thusthus allall thethe moremore valuable.valuable. II 
havehave oftenoften foundfound somethingsomething implausibleimplausible 
inin attemptsattempts toto downplaydownplay thethe signifi­signifi­
cancecance ofof virtuesvirtues suchsuch asas "kindness"kindness inin 
considef'ingconsidef'ing thethe casuistrycasuistry ofof human­human­
animalanimal relations;relations; TomTom Regan'sRegan's oft-madeoft-made 
claimclaim (occur'ring(occur'ring inin "Animal"Animal Rights,Rights, 
HumanHuman Wrongs,"Wrongs," hishis contributioncontribution toto 
thisthis volume)volume) thatthat itit isis notnot enoughenough toto 
encourageencourage kindnesskindness toto animals,animals, 
becausebecause suchsuch aa vivi rtuertue isis aa mattermatter ofof 
motivationmotivation andand understanding,understanding, notnot 
action,action, hashas alwaysalways seemedseemed aa bitbit tootoo 

"quick"quick forfor me.me. AnAn animalanimal researcherresearcher 
exploring,exploring, say,say, thethe naturenature ofof painpain byby 
harmingharming unanaesthetizedunanaesthetized animalsanimals mightmight 
bebe aa kindkind person,person, butbut couldcould suchsuch aa 
personperson bebe atat allall plausiblyplausibly descf'ibeddescf'ibed asas 
beingbeing kindkind toto animals?animals? PerhapsPerhaps so,so, 
butbut thethe ideaidea coucou IdId standstand moremore exami­exami­
nationnation thanthan it'sit's gotten.gotten. GivenGiven thethe 
extentextent ofof intuitionsintuitions Pf'oscf~ibingPf'oscf~ibing cru­cru­
eltyelty andand pr'escribingpr'escribing kindnesskindness toto ani­ani­
mals,mals, thethe pr'acticalpr'actical implicationsimplications couldcould 
wellwell bebe considerable.considerable. ItIt isis thatthat sortsort 
ofof workwork thatthat Baier'sBaier's piecepiece mightmight 
encouencou rage.rage. 

RecentRecent discussionsdiscussions ofof animalanimal ethicsethics 
havehave contribututedcontribututed toto issuesissues ofof gen­gen­
eraleral moralmoral importimport asas well.well. OneOne ofof 
thesethese concer'nsconcer'ns thethe criteriacriteria necessarynecessary 
forfor aa beingbeing toto havehave aa rightright toto life.life. 
EdwardEdward Johnson'sJohnson's "Life,"Life, DeathDeath andand 
Animals"Animals" defendsdefends thethe viewview thatthat thethe 
meremere possessionpossession ofof simplesimple conscious­conscious­
nessness isis sufficientsufficient toto conferconfer aa rightright toto 
lifelife (if(if anythinganything is),is), becausebecause nonenone ofof 
thethe attemptsattempts toto isolateisolate aa morallymorally 
nonarbitrarynonarbitrary "line"line ofof demarcation"demarcation" 
betweenbetween simplesimple consciousnessconsciousness andand 
r'eflexiver'eflexive consciousnessconsciousness work.work. DaleDale 
jamieson'sjamieson's "Killing"Killing PersonsPersons andand OtherOther 
Beings"Beings" arguesargues thatthat thethe possessionpossession ofof 
simplesimple consciousnessconsciousness givesgives itsits subjectsubject 
aa primaprima faciefacie rightright toto life,life, sincesince con­con­
sciousnesssciousness itselfitself isis good.good. 

LikeLike Baier,Baier, jamiesonjamieson commentscomments onon 
thethe wOf'kwOf'k ofof hishis co-symposiasts.co-symposiasts. HeHe 
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findsfinds johnson'sjohnson's contributioncontribution correctcorrect inin 
conclusionconclusion butbut murkymurky inin argument.argument. 
TheThe difficultydifficulty seemsseems toto bebe that,that, whilewhile 
johnsonjohnson maymay havehave successfullysuccessfully shownshown 
thatthat eveneven nonnon reflexreflex ivelyively consciousconscious 
animalsanimals maymay wellwell havehave aa "derived"derived 
interest"interest" inin life,life, therethere isis nono argumentargument 
showingshowing thatthat wewe oughtought toto respectrespect thatthat 
derivedderived interest.interest. SimplySimply havinghaving anan 
interestinterest inin something,something, asas jamiesonjamieson 
quitequite reasonablyreasonably pointspoints out,out, isis notnot 
enoughenough toto entitleentitle oneone toto thatthat thing.thing. 
ButBut thisthis critiquecritique seemsseems toto mistakemistake thethe 
directiondirection ofof johnson'sjohnson's paper.paper. AsAs II 
readread him,him, hehe isis notnot soso muchmuch sshowihowi ngng 
thatthat animalsanimals possessingpossessing simplesimple con­con­
sciousnesssciousness dodo havehave aa rightright toto life;life; 
rather,rather, hehe isis underminingundermining ourour confi­confi­
dencedence inin ourour abilityability toto pointpoint toto thethe 
reasonreason whywhy animalsanimals failfail toto havehave thethe 
kindkind ofof rightright toto lifelife thatthat wewe enjoy.enjoy. 
jamjam iiesoneson 's's ownown aargrg uumentment seemsseems toto enen dd 
upup havinghaving thethe samesame sortsort ofof problemproblem hehe 
accusesaccuses johnsonjohnson ofof sufferingsuffering from-thatfrom-that 
is,is, thethe lacklack ofof aa satisfactorysatisfactory accouaccou ntnt 
ofof whywhy thethe haha rmrm thatthat deathdeath isis sup­sup­
posedposed toto bebe toto aa creatucreatu rere ofof simplesimple 
consciousnessconsciousness isis morallymorally significant.significant. 
jamiesonjamieson arguesargues thatthat consciousnessconsciousness isis 
somethingsomething thatthat wewe preferprefer indepen­indepen­
dentlydently ofof itsits contents.contents. AcceptiAccepti ngng thth isis 
viewview explainsexplains ourour tendenciestendencies toto disap­disap­
proveprove ofof euthanasiaeuthanasia forfor thethe slightlyslightly 
unhappy,unhappy, andand toto approveapprove ofof beingbeing 
awakeawake andand somewhatsomewhat depresseddepressed asas 
opposedopposed toto beingbeing simplysimply unconscious.unconscious. 
But,But, unlessunless JamiesonJamieson isis willingwilling toto 
countenancecountenance unfeltunfelt pr'eferences,pr'eferences, itit isis 
difficultdifficult toto seesee thethe importimport ofof thisthis forfor 
thethe simplysimply conscious.conscious. ForFor itit woul"dwoul"d 
seemseem exex hypothesihypothesi thatthat theythey entertainentertain 
nono preferencepreference forfor consciousness,consciousness, sincesince 
consciousnessconsciousness isis notnot somethingsomething ofof 
whichwhich theythey areare aware.aware. II supposesuppose oneone 
mightmight countercounter thisthis byby sayingsaying thatthat 
consciousnessconsciousness isis notnot goodgood becausebecause itit 
isis preferred;preferred; rather,rather, itit isis preferredpreferred 
becausebecause itit isis good.good. IfIf that'sthat's so,so, thenthen 
thethe moralmoral theorytheory operatingoperating herehere isis notnot 
pp referencereference utiuti IIitaita riaria nn ii sm,sm, butbut ratherrather aa 
directdirect intrinsicintrinsic goodgood consequentialism.consequentialism. 
ButBut thethe aarticlerticle doesdoes notnot showshow whywhy 
consciousnessconsciousness isis intrinsicallyintrinsically goodgood forfor 
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.. oneone whowho isis unawareunaware ofof it;it; rather,rather, itit headed.headed. Now,Now, thisthis maymay wellwell bebe tt·ue.tt·ue. 
arguesargues thatthat sincesince wewe complexlycomplexly con­con­ ButBut thethe difficultydifficulty isis thatthat nono one,one, toto 
sciousscious beingsbeings preferprefer consciousnessconsciousness toto mymy knowledge-certainlyknowledge-certainly notnot Fox-hasFox-has 
nonconsciousness,nonconsciousness, itit isis goodgood forfor sim­sim­ shownshown thatthat itit isis true,true, muchmuch lessless gonegone 
pleple beingsbeings toto bebe consciousconscious ratherrather thanthan onon toto showshow howhow thingsthings oughtought toto bebe 
nonconscious.nonconscious. ThisThis doesn'tdoesn't seemseem handled.handled. PartPart ofof thethe problemproblem here,here, 
obviouslyobviously true,true, anyway.anyway. OneOne mightmight ofof cout·se,cout·se, maymay bebe thatthat thethe typicaltypical 
perhapsperhaps regardregard theirtheir simplesimple con-con- philosopher'sphilosopher's standardsstandards ofof whatwhat con­con­
sciousnesssciousness asas aa derivedderived good,good, givengiven stitutesstitutes "showing"showing thatthat somethingsomething isis 
itsits relationrelation toto thingsthings thatthat animalsanimals so"so" at·eat·e partpart ofof thethe problem.problem. MyMy ownown 
actuallyactually experienceexperience asas good,good, butbut thenthen hopehope isis thatthat asas thethe receivedreceived methodol­methodol­
wewe areare backback withwith Jamieson'sJamieson's criticismcriticism ogiesogies continuecontinue toto bebe challenged-as,challenged-as, 
ofof hishis readingreading ofof Johnson:Johnson: whywhy shouldshould forfor example,example, feministfeminist philosophyphilosophy con­con­
wewe worryworry aboutabout suchsuch derivedderived goods?goods? titi nn uesues toto matumatu re-theyre-they maymay bribri ngng usus toto 

aa betterbetter sensesense ofof thethe ovet·allovet·all sound­sound­
EthicsEthics andand AnimalsAnimals containscontains sev-sev- nessness ofof ouou rr typicaltypical goalsgoals andand methods,methods, 

eraleral essaysessays byby nonphilosophers.nonphilosophers. MyMy ThisThis isis aa hugehuge job,job, butbut II can'tcan't seesee 
generalgeneral viewview ofof thesethese effortsefforts isis thatthat thatthat anythinganything inin Fox'sFox's articlearticle getsgets usus 
whenwhen theythey addressaddress topicstopics thatthat areare anyany forwarderforwarder onon it.it. 
etheth icallyically relevantrelevant butbut dodo notnot actuallyactually 
makemake argumentsarguments aboutabout ethicalethical issuesissues ButBut thesethese lastlast commentscomments areare notnot 
oror ethicalethical methodology,methodology, theythey areare intendedintended toto deprecatedeprecate thethe importanceimportance 
extremelyextremely usefuluseful andand interesting.interesting. ofof nonphilosophicalnonphilosophical contributionscontributions toto 
When,When, onon thethe otherother hand,hand, theythey engageengage ourour understandingunderstanding ofof ourour dutiesduties toto 
inin philosophy,philosophy, theythey areare uneven.uneven. animals.animals. TheThe tasktask ofof applyingapplying ethicsethics 
MichaelMichael W.W. Fox'sFox's "Ph"Ph iilosophy,losophy, Ecol­Ecol­ isis inherentlyinherently anan integrativeintegrative one;one; youyou 
ogy,ogy, AnimalAnimal Welfare,Welfare, andand thethe 'Rights''Rights' needneed toto havehave youyou rr factsfacts straightstraight asas 
Question"Question" isis anotheranother ofof aa seriesseries ofof badlybadly asas youyou needneed clearclear conceptsconcepts andand 
announcementsannouncements whichwhich oneone hearshears ratherrather defensibledefensible values.values. EthicsEthics andand AnimalsAnimals 
oftenoften today,today, toto thethe effecteffect thatthat thethe performsperforms anan importantimportant serviceservice byby col­col­
wayway philosophersphilosophers tendtend toto gogo aboutabout lectinglecting suchsuch valuablevaluable contributionscontributions toto 
thth iingsngs isis justjust aa ItogetherItogether wrong-wrong- allall thesethese areas.areas. 
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