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IsIs ThereThere aa the

PlacePlace forfor AnimalsAnimals inin the 
Nature?
MoralMoral ConsiderationConsideration ofof Nature? 

TheThe compatibilitycompatibility ofof anan "animal"animal lib­lib­
eration"eration" ethicethic andand anan environmentalenvironmental 
etheth icic dependsdepends primaprima riri lyonlyon howhow oneone 
interpretsinterprets thethe meaningmeaning andand moralmoral 
structustructu rere ofof aa theorytheory ofof envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethics.ethics. InIn partpart thisthis isis becausebecause thethe 
meaningmeaning andand moralmoral structurestructure ofof anan 
animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic isis fairlyfairly 
straightforward:straightforward: itit focusesfocuses onon thethe 
absenceabsence ofof morallymorally relevantrelevant differencesdifferences 
betweenbetween humanshumans andand animals,animals, andand onon 
thethe moralmoral significancesignificance ofof animalanimal painpain 
andand suffering.suffering. 11 ButBut thethe formform ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis notnot soso clear.clear. 
DoesDoes anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic advocateadvocate 
moralmoral concernconcern forfor naturalnatural individuals,individuals, 
forfor speciesspecies II forfor ecosystems,ecosystems, oror per­per­
hapshaps forfor naturenature asas aa whole?whole? AnAn ans­ans­
werwer toto thisthis questionquestion isis requiredrequired 
beforebefore oneone cancan judgejudge thethe relationshiprelationship 
betweenbetween animalanimal liberationliberation andand environ­environ­
mentalmental ethics,ethics, butbut anan answer',answer', unfor­unfor­
tunately,tunately, isis notnot easilyeasily discernible.discernible. InIn 
whatwhat followsfollows II willwill argue,argue, first,first, thatthat 
severalseveral versionsversions ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic yieldyield problematicproblematic environmentalenvironmental 
andand moralmoral conclusions;conclusions; second,second, thatthat 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic mustmust bebe inter­inter­
pretedpreted asas aa complexcomplex balancingbalancing ofof dif­dif­
ferentferent kindskinds ofof moralmoral concern-i.e.,concern-i.e., 
moralmoral concernconcern forfor individuals,individuals, forfor 
species,species, andand .. forfor natunatu ralral ecosys­ecosys­
tems-andtems-and thth ii rd,rd, thatthat thisthis balancibalanci ngng 
willwill pr"oducepr"oduce moralmoral resultsresults thatthat areare 
troublingtroubling toto thethe advocateadvocate ofof anan animalanimal 
II ibet"ationibet"ation etheth ic.ic. 

AnAn analysisanalysis ofof thethe formform ofof anan envi­envi­
ronmentalronmental ethicethic cancan proceedproceed mostmost eas­eas­
ilyily ifif thethe potentialpotential objectsobjects forfor moralmoral 
concernconcern areare divideddivided intointo threethree majormajor 
groups:groups: individuals,individuals, species,species, andand eco­eco­
systemicsystemic commucommu nn ities.ities. ThTh usus oneone 
interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 

ethicethic willwill holdhold thatthat moralmoral obligations,obligations, 
duties,duties, oror rulesrules areare applicableapplicable toto allall 
naturalnatural individuals-animals,individuals-animals, plants,plants, 
bodiesbodies ofof water,water, soil,soil, rocks,rocks, minerals,minerals, 
etc.etc. AnotherAnother interpretationinterpretation ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic willwill considerconsider natu­natu­
ralral speciesspecies asas thethe properproper objectobject ofof 
moralmoral concern.concern. AA finalfinal interpretationinterpretation 
ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic willwill holdhold 
thatthat moralmoral conceptsconcepts areare applappl icableicable toto 
ecosystemsecosystems oror naturalnatural communitiescommunities asas aa 
whole.whole. RestrictingRestricting thethe discussiondiscussion toto 
thesethese possibilitiespossibilities willwill greatlygreatly facilitatefacilitate 
thethe analysis,analysis, andand thethe costcost inin termsterms ofof 
conceptualconceptual clarityclarity willwill notnot bebe signifi­signifi­
cant.cant. TheThe formform ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic thatthat considersconsiders obligationsobligations toto 
natunatu rere asas aa whole,whole, forfor example,example, cancan 
easilyeasily bebe assimilatedassimilated intointo thethe ecosys­ecosys­
temictemic interpretation,interpretation, onceonce oneone consid­consid­
ersers thethe earth'searth's biospherebiosphere asas oneone largelarge 
andand complexcomplex ecosystemicecosystemic commucommu nn ity.ity. 

InIn analyzinganalyzing thethe meaningmeaning andand formform 
ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, twotwo centralcentral 
pointspoints needneed toto bebe considered.considered. FiFi rst,rst, 
isis thethe formalformal structustructu rere ofof thethe etheth icic 
coherent,coherent, reasonable,reasonable, andand inin generalgeneral 
agreementagreement withwith normalnormal ethicalethical prac­prac­
tice?tice? OfOf coursecourse anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic isis differentdifferent fromfrom traditionaltraditional ethi­ethi­
calcal theoriestheories thatthat considerconsider onlyonly humanhuman 
actions,actions, concerns,concerns, andand institutionsinstitutions thethe 
primaryprimary objectsobjects ofof moralmoral value-butvalue-but 
nonetheless,nonetheless, anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth icic 
cannotcannot bebe soso radicallyradically differentdifferent homhom 
tr'adtr'ad itionalitional etheth icalical theoriestheories thatthat itit 
defiesdefies cl'edibility.cl'edibility. ItIt mustmust bebe aa plau­plau­
siblesible revisionrevision inin thethe meaningmeaning andand jus­jus­
tificationtification ofof moralmoral concepts.concepts. Second,Second, 
thethe interpretationinterpretation ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic mustmust bebe inin accordaccord withwith thethe gen­gen­
eraleral policiespolicies ofof environmentalism,environmentalism, i.e.,i.e., 
ofof envienvi ronmentalronmental protection.protection. AlthoughAlthough 
itit mightmight seemseem strangestrange toto citecite thisthis asas aa 
significantsignificant considerationconsideration inin thethe 
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analysisanalysis ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic-isn'tethic-isn't itit obviousobvious thatthat anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic isis inin accordaccord withwith aa policypolicy 
ofof environmentalism?-theenvironmentalism?-the factfact isis thatthat 
certaincertain interpretationsinterpretations ofof thethe meaningmeaning 
ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth icic actuallyactually 
undermineundermine environmentalistenvironmentalist principles.principles. 
TheseThese interpretationsinterpretations ofof anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic willwill thusthus bebe rejectedrejected onon 
thethe practicalpractical groundground thatthat theythey failfail toto 
achieveachieve thethe goalgoal ofof envienvi ,"onmental,"onmental pro­pro­
tection.tection. 

IIII 

PerhapsPerhaps thethe mostmost obviousobvious interpre­interpre­
tationtation ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis thethe 
moralmoral considerationconsideration ofof thethe ecosystem,ecosystem, 
oror thethe naturalnatural communitycommunity asas aa whole.whole. 
AldoAldo Leopold'sLeopold's oft-quotedoft-quoted definitiondefinition ofof 
thethe moralmoral rightnessrightness ofof humanhuman environ­environ­
mentalmental actionaction isis generallygenerally usedused asas aa 
thematicthematic signpostsignpost forfor thisthis position:position: "A"A 
thingthing isis rightright whenwhen itit tendstends toto pre­pre­
serveserve thethe integrity,integrity, stability,stability, andand 
beautybeauty ofof thethe bioticbiotic community.community. ItIt isis 
wrongwrong whenwhen itit tendstends otherwise.otherwise. "2"2 InIn 
thethe moremore recentrecent literature,literature, J.J. BairdBaird 
CallicottCallicott andand DonDon Marietta,Marietta, Jr.,Jr., havehave 
eacheach arguedargued forfor thisthis modelmodel ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. CallicottCallicott de­de­
scribesscribes Leopold'sLeopold's visionvision inin thisthis way:way: 
"the"the goodgood ofof thethe bioticbiotic communitycommunity isis 
thethe ultimateultimate measuremeasure ofof thethe moralmoral 
value,value, thethe rightnessrightness oror wrongness,wrongness, ofof 
actions.actions. "" OrOr inin otherother words:words: "the"the 
effecteffect uponupon ecologicalecological systemssystems isis thethe 
decisivedecisive factorfactor inin thethe determinationdetermination ofof 
thethe ethicalethical qualityquality ofof actions."actions." 33 Simi­Simi­
larly,larly, MariettaMarietta writeswrites thatthat "morally"morally 
acceptableacceptable treatmenttreatment ofof thethe environ­environ­
mentment isis thatthat whichwhich doesdoes notnot upsetupset thethe 
integrityintegrity ofof thethe ecosystemecosystem asas itit isis 
seenseen inin aa diversitydiversity ofof lifelife formsforms exist­exist­
inging inin aa dynamicdynamic andand complexcomplex butbut sta­sta­
bleble interdependency.interdependency. "4"4 Thus,Thus, inin thisthis 
versionversion ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, thethe 
naturalnatural ecosystemecosystem oror communitycommunity isis thethe 
primaprima ryry objectobject ofof moralmoral concern.concern. TheThe 
moralitymorality ofof humanhuman deliberativedeliberative actionaction 
willwill bebe judgedjudged byby variousvarious criteriacriteria ofof 

ecosystemicecosystemic goodness-thegoodness-the stability,stability, 
integrity,integrity, health,health, andand diversitydiversity ofof thethe 
natur"alnatur"al bioticbiotic community.community. ActionsActions 
whichwhich affectaffect anan ecosystemecosystem asas aa whole­whole­
e.g.,e.g., thethe dammingdamming ofof aa river,river, thethe 
clearingclearing ofof forestforest land,land, thethe drainingdraining 
ofof aa marsh-willmarsh-will bebe morallymorally judgedjudged byby 
theithei I'I' relationrelation toto ecologicalecological conceptsconcepts 
concerningconcerning thethe entireentire naturalnatural commu­commu­
nitynity underunder consideration.consideration. EvenEven 
actionsactions didi rectedrected towatowa rdsrds individualindividual 
naturalnatural entitiesentities willwill bebe judgedjudged byby eco­eco­
systemicsystemic criteria:criteria: shootingshooting aa deerdeer oror 
choppingchopping downdown aa singlesingle treetree willwill bebe 
morallymorally evaluatedevaluated byby thethe effecteffect thethe 
actionaction hashas onon thethe naturalnatural community.community. 

AA numbernumber ofof commentscomments cancan bebe mademade 
aboutabout thisthis interpretationinterpretation ofof anan envi­envi­
ronmentalronmental ethic.ethic. First,First, itit isis clearclear 
thatthat thisthis modelmodel ofof moralmoral concernconcern inin anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis incompatible,incompatible, asas 
such,such, withwith anan ethicethic ofof animalanimal libera­libera­
tion.tion. AnAn ethicethic whichwhich evaluatesevaluates actionaction 
inin termsterms ofof communalcommunal healthhealth andand sta­sta­
bilitybility cannotcannot bebe seriouslyseriously interestedinterested inin 
thethe welfarewelfare ofof individualindividual entities-suchentities-such 
asas animals-unlessanimals-unless thesethese individualsindividuals areare 
particularlyparticularly importantimportant toto communalcommunal 
functions.functions. AsAs BryanBryan NortonNorton hashas 
recentlyrecently argued,argued, "the"the relationshiprelationship be­be­
tweentween thethe individualindividual interestsinterests ofof 
organisms,organisms, individualindividual plants,plants, andand 
nonlivingnonliving objects,objects, onon thethe oneone hand,hand, 
andand thethe healthyhealthy functioningfunctioning andand 
integrityintegrity ofof thethe ecosystem,ecosystem, onon thethe 
otherother hand,hand, isis aa contingentcontingent one.one. "5"5 

TheThe overalloverall healthyhealthy functioningfunctioning ofof thethe 
naturalnatural communitycommunity maymay requirerequire thethe 
death,death, destruction,destruction, oror sufferingsuffering ofof 
individualindividual naturalnatural entities,entities, animalsanimals 
included.included. FromFrom thethe perspectiveperspective ofof thethe 
natunatu ralral commucommu nn ity,ity, thethe sacrificesacrifice ofof 
individualindividual entitiesentities maymay bebe thethe morallymorally 
correctcorrect coursecourse ofof action.action. CallicottCallicott 
thusthus arguesargues thatthat aa majormajor thesisthesis ofof anan 
animalanimal liberationliberation ethic-theethic-the moralmoral sig­sig­
nificancenificance ofof thethe sufferingsuffering ofof animals-isanimals-is 
irrelevantirrelevant inin thethe moralmoral evaluationsevaluations ofof 
anan ecosystemicecosystemic envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth ic.ic. 
"Pain"Pain andand pleasurepleasure seemseem toto havehave noth­noth­
inging atat allall toto dodo withwith goodgood andand evilevil ifif 
ourour appraisalappraisal isis takentaken fromfrom thethe 
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vantagevantage pointpoint ofof ecologicalecological biologybiology .. .. 
IfIf natunatu rere asas aa wholewhole isis good,good, thenthen 

painpain andand deathdeath areare alsoalso good.good. "6"6 OrOr 
rather,rather, ifif thethe well-beingwell-being ofof thethe natu­natu­
ralral communitycommunity oror ecosystemecosystem isis thethe pri­pri­
marymary goodgood ofof moralmoral judgment,judgment, thenthen 
painpain andand deathdeath thatthat contributescontributes toto 
thisthis overalloverall goodgood cannotcannot bebe judgedjudged asas 
aa moralmoral evil,evil, asas anan animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethicethic wouldwould require.require. BecauseBecause anan ani­ani­
malmal liberationliberation ethicethic isis concernedconcerned withwith 
thethe welfarewelfare ofof individualindividual animals,animals, 
whilewhile aa community-basedcommunity-based environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic maymay requirequi rere thethe sacrificesacrifice ofof 
individualindividual animals,animals, thethe twotwo ethicalethical 
systemssystems cannotcannot bebe compatible.compatible. 

TheThe secondsecond pointpoint toto noticenotice aboutabout 
thethe interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic thatthat focusesfocuses onon thethe naturalnatural com­com­
munitymunity isis thatthat itit maymay alsoalso requirerequire thethe 
sufferingsuffering oror deathdeath ofof humanhuman individu­individu­
als.als. TheThe attemptattempt toto determinedetermine thethe 
moralmoral worthworth ofof animalsanimals inin aa systemsystem ofof 
environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics includesincludes thethe 
determidetermi nationnation ofof thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof 
humanhuman beibei ngs.ngs. Callicott,Callicott, agaiagai n,n, notesnotes 
thatthat inin anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic "the"the 
moralmoral worthworth ofof individualsindividuals (including,(including, 
n.n. b.,b., humanhuman individuals)individuals) isis relative,relative, 
toto bebe assessedassessed inin accordanceaccordance withwith thethe 
particularparticular relationrelation ofof eacheach toto thethe col­col­
lectivelective entity,"entity," i.e.,i.e., thethe naturalnatural com­com­
munity.7munity.7 Thus,Thus, humanshumans areare notnot toto bebe 
givengiven theirtheir traditionallytraditionally specialspecial moralmoral 
statusstatus basedbased onon rationality,rationality, moralmoral 
autonomy,autonomy, oror whatever.whatever. Instead,Instead, 
humanhuman individuals,individuals, justjust asas allall otherother 
naturalnatural entities,entities, willwill bebe morallymorally evalu­evalu­
atedated byby theithei I'I' contributioncontribution toto thethe wel­wel­
fare,fare, thethe healthyhealthy functioning,functioning, ofof thethe 
naturalnatural community.community. ThisThis revisionrevision ofof 
thethe traditionaltraditional loftylofty moralmoral statusstatus ofof 
humanhuman individualsindividuals isis aa sourcesource ofof seri­seri­
ousous criticismcriticism ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. Why,Why, itit mightmight bebe argued,argued, 
shouldshould humanshumans acceptaccept aa systemsystem ofof 
moralmoral rulesrules thatthat maymay requirerequire harmfulharmful 
consequencesconsequences toto humanhuman individualsindividuals oror 
humanhuman projectsprojects andand institutions?institutions? OneOne 
needneed onlyonly considerconsider thethe existenceexistence ofof 
species-osuchspecies-osuch asas thethe smallpoxsmallpox virusvirus oror 
disease-beadisease-bea riri ngng mosqumosqu itoes-itoes- whwh ichich 
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threatenthreaten humanhuman individuals.individuals. MustMust thethe 
speciesspecies stillstill bebe protectedprotected atat thethe costcost 
ofof humanhuman life?life? ItIt doesdoes nono goodgood toto 
respondrespond toto thisthis criticismcriticism byby arguingarguing 
thatthat inin thethe longlong runrun restrictingrestricting humanhuman 
activityactivity oror sacrificisacrifici ngng humanhuman individu­individu­
a�sa�s forfor thethe protectionprotection ofof thethe naturalnatural 
communitycommunity willwill benefitbenefit humanhuman society.society. 
AlthoughAlthough thisthis isis aa popularpopular argumentargument 
ofof manymany environmentalists,environmentalists, itit isis onlyonly aa 
contingentcontingent possibipossibi lity.1lity.1 ndeed,ndeed, aa dif­dif­
ferentferent pointpoint seemsseems moremore probable:probable: 
sincesince thethe primaryprimary goalgoal ofof moralmoral actionaction 
isis thethe goodgood ofof thethe naturalnatural community,community, 
andand sincesince humanhuman technologytechnology andand pop­pop­
uu lationlation growthgrowth createcreate manymany ofof thethe 
thth reatsreats toto envienvi ronmentalronmental health,health, anan 
envienvi ronmentalronmental ethicethic maymay demanddemand thethe 
eliminationelimination ofof muchmuch ofof thethe humanhuman racerace 
andand humanhuman civilization.civilization. ThisThis consid­consid­
erationeration castscasts seriousserious doubtsdoubts onon thethe 
plausibilityplausibility ofof thethe environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
basedbased onon thethe welfarewelfare ofof thethe natunatu ralral 
communitycommunity asas aa whole.whole. 

TheThe onlyonly possiblepossible methodmethod ofof 
defendingdefending anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic fromfrom 
thisthis criticismcriticism isis toto insistinsist thatthat humanhuman 
lifelife andand institutionsinstitutions areare partpart ofof thethe 
naturalnatural communitycommunity whosewhose goodgood isis thethe 
primaryprimary endend ofof allall action.action. HumanHuman 
flourishingflourishing isis importantimportant becausebecause itit isis 
anan essentialessential componentcomponent ofof thethe naturalnatural 
commucommu nn ity.ity. AnAn erwierwi ronmentalronmental etheth icic 
thatthat excludedexcluded humanshumans fromfrom thethe naturalnatural 
communitycommunity wouldwould clearlyclearly threatenthreaten thethe 
continuationcontinuation ofof allall humanhuman projectsprojects andand 
activities-whatever'activities-whatever' humanshumans diddid wouldwould 
havehave anan adverseadverse effecteffect onon thethe moralmoral 
unit,unit, thethe naturalnatural community.community. AnAn 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic thatthat excludedexcluded 
humanshumans fromfrom thethe naturalnatural community,community, 
forfor example,example, wouldwould prohibitprohibit humanshumans 
fromfrom fillingfilling inin aa smallsmall marshmarsh areaarea inin 
orderorder toto expandexpand aa pre-existingpre-existing hous­hous­
ii ngng developmentdevelopment onon itsits border.border. ButBut 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic thatthat considersconsiders 
humanhuman well-beingwell-being asas partpart ofof thethe natu­natu­
ralral communitycommunity (not,(not, ofof course,course, thethe 
supremesupreme part),part), asas partpart ofof thethe moralmoral 
endend ofof action,action, mightmight permitpermit thethe 
expansionexpansion ofof thethe housinghousing developmentdevelopment 
afterafter aa cornpar'isoncornpar'ison ofof thethe benefitsbenefits andand 
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harmsharms toto thethe humanhuman populationpopulation andand 
thethe naturalnatural environmentenvironment (the(the marsh).marsh). 

AtAt best,best, however,however, includingincluding 
humanshumans inin thethe naturalnatural communitycommunity isis 
onlyonly aa partialpartial deflectiondeflection ofof thethe criti­criti­
cismcism ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic basedbased 
onon itsits anti-humananti-human tendencies.tendencies. AnAn 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic withwith anan appropri­appropri­
ateate perspectiveperspective onon thethe placeplace ofof 
humanityhumanity inin thethe naturalnatural systemsystem willwill 
savesave aa fewfew humanhuman projectsprojects andand activi­activi­
ties,ties, butbut itit willwill stillstill requirerequire majormajor 
changeschanges inin humanhuman activity,activity, majormajor 
humanhuman sacrificessacrifices forfor thethe sakesake ofof thethe 
overalloverall community.community. Unfortunately,Unfortunately, 
specifyispecifyi ngng thesethese changeschanges andand sacri­sacri­
ficesfices byby meansmeans ofof concreteconcrete examplesexamples isis 
aa difficult-anddifficult-and perhapsperhaps impossi­impossi­
ble-task.ble-task. TheThe makingmaking ofof environmen­environmen­
taltal decisionsdecisions isis notnot aa jobjob forfor thethe arm­arm­
chairchair philosopher:philosopher: aa properproper en­en­
vironmentalvironmental decisiondecision requiresrequires aa 
multitudemultitude ofof scientificscientific andand sociologicalsociological 
datadata asas aa factualfactual basis.basis. Nevertheless,Nevertheless, 
eveneven ifif humanshumans areare includedincluded inin thethe 
naturalnatural communitycommunity soso thatthat theirtheir inter­inter­
estsests areare takentaken intointo accountaccount inin thethe 
determinationdetermination ofof communalcommunal well-being,well-being, 
itit shouldshould bebe clearclear thatthat dumpingdumping toxictoxic 
pollutantspollutants intointo aa lake-alake-a lakelake thatthat isis 
notnot usedused inin anyany otherother wayway byby 
humans-wouldhumans-would bebe aa moralmoral evil,evil, anan 
injuryinjury toto thethe naturalnatural environment.environment. 
WhetherWhether humanshumans wouldwould bebe permittedpermitted toto 
damdam aa riverriver forfor electricalelectrical powerpower isis aa 
moremore problematicproblematic case,case, sincesince thethe harmharm 
toto thethe natunatu ralral envienvi ronmentronment asas aa wholewhole 
isis lessless severe;severe; inin thisthis kindkind ofof casecase 
specificspecific factsfacts wouldwould bebe neededneeded toto makemake 
thethe moralmoral determination.determination. TheThe crucialcrucial 
pointpoint toto rememberremember isis thatthat thisthis formform ofof 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic claimsclaims thatthat 
humanshumans areare nono differentdifferent thanthan anyany 
otherother species;species; thethe measuremeasure ofof theirtheir 
worthworth andand thethe worthworth ofof theithei rr activitiesactivities 
isis decideddecided byby thethe overalloverall well-beingwell-being ofof 
thethe naturalnatural community.community. IfIf II planplan toto 
digdig aa wellwell onon mymy propertyproperty inin thethe 
countrycountry II willwill havehave toto consider·consider· thethe 
effecteffect ofof mymy drawingdrawing waterwater notnot onlyonly 
onon mymy humanhuman neighborsneighbors andand theirtheir 
waterwater supplies,supplies, butbut alsoalso onon thethe 

surroundingsurrounding countrysidecountryside andand itsits non­non­
humanhuman inhabitants.inhabitants. AnAn envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic thusthus requiresrequires aa majormajor revisionrevision inin 
traditionaltraditional humanhuman moralmoral practice.practice. InIn 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic moralmoral decisionsdecisions 
transcendtranscend inter-humaninter-human relationshipsrelationships toto 
considerconsider thethe naturalnatural communitycommunity asas aa 
whole.whole. MoralMoral decisionsdecisions cannotcannot bebe 
mademade byby simplysimply consideringconsidering conse­conse­
quencesquences toto humanhuman life.life. ButBut thisthis revi­revi­
sionsion inin moralmoral practicepractice isis notnot easilyeasily 
granted;granted; humanshumans mustmust relinquishrelinquish theirtheir 
specialspecial placeplace inin thethe moralmoral universe.universe. 
ThusThus anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic maymay notnot 
bebe acceptableacceptable toto humanshumans becausebecause itit 
implausiblyimplausibly revisesrevises traditionaltraditional moralmoral 
practice.practice. 

AA finalfinal commentcomment concerningconcerning thisthis 
iinter'pretationnter'pretation ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic underminesundermines itsits validityvalidity eveneven 
more.more. TheThe factfact isis thatthat anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic thatthat considersconsiders thethe overalloverall 
well-·being ofof communitycommunity asas thethewell-'being thethe 
primaryprimary goalgoal ofof allall actionaction cannotcannot 
explainexplain thethe moralmoral rightnessrightness ofof allall thethe 
policiespolicies desireddesired byby thethe contemporarycontemporary 
environmentalistenvironmentalist movement.movement. .. ThisThis ver­ver­
sionsion ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis una­una­
bleble toto explaiexplai nn thethe protectionprotection ofof rara rere 
andand endangeredendangered species,species, speciesspecies soso 
threatenedthreatened thatthat theythey playplay littlelittle oror nono 
part·part· inin thethe ecologyecology ofof theirtheir naturalnatural 
communities.communities. IInn thisthis regard,regard, Lilly­Lilly­
MarleneMarlene RussowRussow citescites asas anan exampleexample 
thethe DavidDavid deer,deer, aa speciesspecies nownow pre­pre­
servedserved onon lyly inin zoos,zoos, aa speciesspecies whosewhose 
origiorigi nalnal habitathabitat oror natunatu ralral ecosystemecosystem 
isis unknownunknown toto humanity.humanity. 88 Similarly,Similarly, 
thethe snailsnail darterdarter oror thethe baldbald eagleeagle areare 
examplesexamples ofof speciesspecies whichwhich havehave littlelittle 
oror nono ecologicalecological functionfunction inin theirtheir nat­nat­
uralural habitats.habitats. InIn aa sense,sense, then,then, 
thesethese speciesspecies aa rere notnot membersmembers ofof thethe 
naturalnatural community,community, notnot functioningfunctioning 
partsparts ofof thethe ecologicalecological system.system. TheirTheir 
preservation,preservation, therefore,therefore, cannotcannot bebe 
guaranteedguaranteed byby simplysimply securingsecuring thethe 
moradmorad goalgoal ofof communalcommunal oror ecosystemicecosystemic 
well-being.well-being. AnAn envienvi ronmentalronmental ethicethic 
designeddesigned toto treattreat communalcommunal welfarewelfare asas 
thethe primaryprimary goodgood cannotcannot explainexplain thethe 
preservationpreservation ofof speciesspecies soso rarerare thatthat 
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theythey nono longerlonger serveserve anan ecologicalecological 
function.function. ButBut sincesince thethe preservationpreservation 
ofof rara rere speciesspecies isis anan importantimportant goalgoal ofof 
environmentalists,environmentalists, thisthis interpretationinterpretation 
ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic mustmust bebe 
rejected.rejected. 

TheThe problemproblem ofof thethe rolerole ofof endan­endan­
geredgered speciesspecies inin ecologicalecological communitiescommunities 
leadsleads toto aa ~econd~econd possiblepossible interpreta­interpreta­
tiontion ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic:ethic: per­per­
hapshaps anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth icic isis anan eth­eth­
ica�ica� systemsystem thatthat considersconsiders speciesspecies asas 
thethe primaryprimary objectobject ofof moralmoral concern.concern. 
AnAn advocateadvocate ofof thisthis version'version' ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic couldcould argueargue thenthen 
thatthat rara rere andand endangeredendangered speciesspecies 
oughtought toto bebe preservedpreserved becausebecause naturalnatural 
speciesspecies areare thethe primaryprimary recipientsrecipients ofof 
moralmoral obligation.obligation. DestroyingDestroying aa speciesspecies 
wouwou IdId bebe morallymorally wrong,wrong, becausebecause itit isis 
equivalentequivalent toto thethe traditionaltraditional prohib­prohib­
itionition againstagainst killingkilling anan individualindividual 
humanhuman being.being. InIn addition,addition, aa species­species­
basedbased environmentalenvironmental ethicethic couldcould alsoalso 
explainexplain obligationsobligations toto ecologicalecological com­com­
munitiesmunities asas aa whole,whole, sincesince thesethese com­com­
munitiesmunities containcontain speciesspecies ofof livingliving 
thingsthings oror theythey areare thethe habitatshabitats neces­neces­
sasa ryforryfor thethe survivalsurvival ofof species.species. 
TT hishis iinterpnterp retationretation ofof anan envenv iironmen­ronmen­
taltal ethicethic mightmight thereforetherefore bebe moremore 
,attuned,attuned toto thethe needsneeds ofof thethe environ­environ­
mentalist,mentalist, i.e.,i.e., toto thethe protectionprotection ofof 
rarerare andand endangeredendangered speciesspecies andand thethe 
preservationpreservation ofof natunatu ralral ecologicalecological com­com­
mumu nn itiesities andand habitats.habitats. 

TheThe firstfirst pointpoint toto noticenotice aboutabout thisthis 
"species""species" interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environ­environ­
mental,mental, ethicethic isis that,that, likelike thethe commu­commu­
nitynity model,model, itit isis basicallybasically incompatibleincompatible 
withwith anan animalanimal liberationliberation ethic.ethic. Al­Al­
thoughthough itit restrictsrestricts moralmoral concernconcern toto aa 
'much'much smallersmaller groupgroup ofof entitiesentities thanthan 
thethe naturalnatural community,community, itit stillstill focusesfocuses 
onon aa collectioncollection ofof entitiesentities ratherrather thanthan 
onon individuals.individuals. SinceSince thethe primaryprimary 
moralmoral goalgoal isis thethe well-beingwell-being andand sur­sur­
vivalvival ofof species,species, thethe painpain oror deathdeath ofof 
individualindividual membersmembers ofof thethe speciesspecies isis ofof 
secondarysecondary importance.importance. ItIt maymay bebe ne­ne­
cessacessa ry,ry, forfor example,example, toto managemanage oror 
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"harvest""harvest" anan animalanimal specIesspecIes thatthat ISIS 
over'populatingover'populating anan areaarea andand threaten­threaten­
inging itsits ownown foodfood supply.supply. TheThe deathdeath 
(even(even ifif painless)painless) ofof individualindividual animalsanimals 
inin orderorder toto insureinsure thethe continuancecontinuance ofof 
thethe entireentire speciesspecies wouldwould bebe aa moralmoral 
evilevil inin aa systemsystem ofof animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethics.ethics. 

IInn addition,addition, therethere areare conceptualconceptual 
problemsproblems withwith thisthis interpretationinterpretation ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. InIn aa practicalpractical 
sense,sense, thethe moralmoral considerationconsideration ofof 
speciesspecies doesdoes notnot provideprovide didi rectrect rea­rea­
sonssons forfor thethe protectionprotection ofof thethe nonliv­nonliv­
inging environmentalenvironmental background,background, thethe 
naturalnatural objectsobjects thatthat formform thethe materialmaterial 
~tructu~tructu rere ofof ecosystems.ecosystems. EnviEnvi ronmen­ronmen­
talists,talists, forfor example,example, seekseek thethe preser­preser­
vationvation ofof beautifulbeautiful naturalnatural rockrock forma­forma­
tions,tions, free-flowingfree-flowing rivers,rivers, andand un­un­
developeddeveloped wetlands.wetlands. TheyThey seekseek thisthis 
preservation,preservation, notnot simplysimply becausebecause ofof 
thethe lifelife formsforms whichwhich livelive inin andand 
aa rourou ndnd thesethese natunatu ralral areas,areas, butbut 
becausebecause ofof somesome directdirect interestinterest inin thethe 
nonlivingnonliving objectsobjects themselves.themselves. ButBut 
thisthis concernconcern forfor nonlivingnonliving naturalnatural 
objectsobjects cannotcannot bebe explainedexplained byby aa moralmoral 
considerationconsideration ofof species.species. 

AA moremore seriousserious problemproblem isis thethe jus­jus­
tificationtification ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental ethicethic 
thatthat focusesfocuses onon speciesspecies asas thethe primaryprimary 
objectobject ofof moralmoral consideration.consideration. WhyWhy 
shouldshould speciesspecies countcount soso much?much? WhyWhy 
ss houhou IdId speciesspecies bebe soso importaimporta nt?nt? JoelJoel 
Feinberg,Feinberg, forfor one,one, discountsdiscounts speciesspecies 
entienti I'elyI'ely asas thethe properproper objectsobjects ofof 
directdirect moralmoral concernconcern :: "A"A wholewhole collec­collec­
tion,tion, asas such,such, cannotcannot havehave beliefs,beliefs, 
expectations,expectations, wants,wants, oror desiresdesires 
IIndividualndividual elephantselephants cancan havehave inter­inter­
ests,ests, butbut thethe speciesspecies elephantelephant can­can­
not.not. "9"9 ForFor Feinberg,Feinberg, atat least,least, anan 
entityentity withoutwithout interestsinterests cannotcannot havehave 
moralmoral rightsrights oror bebe anan objectobject ofof moralmoral 
consideration,consideration, NowNow althoughalthough II amam notnot 
suggestingsuggesting agreementagreement withwith Feinberg'sFeinberg's 
views,views, hehe doesdoes emphasizeemphasize thethe oddityoddity 
ofof consideringconsidering aa wholewhole speciesspecies aa mor­mor­
allyally relevantrelevant entity.entity. Indeed,Indeed, thisthis 
interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
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ethicethic hashas ratherrather anan adad hochoc aur'aaur'a toto it:it: 
sincesince environmentalistsenvironmentalists desiredesire thethe 
protectionprotection ofof rarerare andand endangeredendangered 
species,species, theythey createcreate anan ethicethic thatthat 
considersconsiders speciesspecies inin themselvesthemselves asas 
morallymorally valuable.valuable. ButBut onon whatwhat cancan 
thisthis moralmoral valuevalue bebe based?based? EitherEither aa 
speciesspecies isis importantimportant becausebecause itit fulfillsfulfills 
anan ecologicalecological functionfunction inin thethe naturalnatural 
community,community, inin whichwhich casecase thethe commu­commu­
nitynity modelmodel ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
willwill explainexplain itsits preservation;preservation; oror aa 
speciesspecies isis importantimportant becausebecause thethe indi­indi­
vidualvidual membersmembers ofof thethe speciesspecies areare 
valuable,valuable, inin whichwhich casecase anan individual­individual­
isticistic modelmodel ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
willwill explainexplain thethe actact ofof preservation.preservation. 1010 

II nn itself,itself, aa species-basedspecies-based environmen­environmen­
taltal ethicethic seems·seems· toto bebe anan uneasy,uneasy, 
groundlessgroundless compromisecompromise betweenbetween thethe 
broadbroad viewview thatthat thethe naturalnatural communitycommunity 
isis thethe environmentallyenvironmentally appropriateappropriate 
moralmoral objectobject andand thethe narrownarrow viewview thatthat 
naturalnatural individualsindividuals areare themselvesthemselves thethe 
bearersbearers ofof moralmoral worth.worth. 1111 

ThusThus oneone arrivesarrives atat thethe thirdthird 
interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic:ethic: anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis aa 
systemsystem ofof ethicalethical rulesrules andand obligationsobligations 
pertainingpertaining toto individualindividual naturalnatural enti­enti­
tiesties didi rectly.rectly. NatuNatu ralral entitiesentities havehave 
moralmoral valuevalue inin themselves,themselves, andand soso 
theythey mustmust bebe protectedprotected byby envienvi ron­ron­
mentallymentally correctcorrect policiespolicies ofof action.action. 
HumanHuman deliberativedeliberative actionaction willwill bebe mor­mor­
allyally evaluatedevaluated byby itsits relationshiprelationship toto 
thethe individualindividual naturalnatural entitiesentities inin thethe 
environment.environment. DrainingDraining aa marshmarsh oror 
dammidammi ngng aa riverriver wiwi IIII bebe judgedjudged byby thethe 
effectseffects producedproduced onon thethe individualindividual 
entitiesentities inin thesethese naturalnatural areas.areas. TheThe 
ecosystemecosystem oror naturalnatural communitycommunity asas aa 
wholewhole willwill bebe protectedprotected becausebecause thethe 
individualsindividuals whowho makemake upup thethe commu­commu­
nitynity willwill bebe protectedprotected inin themselves.themselves. 
AtAt firstfirst glance,glance, thisthis interpretationinterpretation hashas 
muchmuch toto recommendrecommend it.it. ItIt hashas aa 
structurestructure similarsimilar toto traditionaltraditional moralmoral 
theoriestheories thatthat considerconsider humanhuman ii ndividu­ndividu­
alsals thethe primaryprimary objectsobjects ofof moralmoral con­con­
cern.cern. SinceSince naturalnatural individualsindividuals areare 
beingbeing considered,considered, therethere isis nono needneed toto 

intr'oduceintr'oduce peculiar'peculiar' ontologicalontological ques­ques­
tionstions aboutabout thethe interestsinterests oror desiresdesires ofof 
collectionscollections oror commucommu nn ities.ities. Moreover,Moreover, 
LeopoldLeopold suggestssuggests anan analogyanalogy withwith var­var­
iousious historicalhistorical extensionsextensions ofof moralmoral 
considerationconsideration andand rightsrights toto groupsgroups ofof 
humanhuman individuals:individuals: blacks,blacks, women,women, 
children,children, etc.etc. 1212 AndAnd ChristopherChristopher 
StoneStone hashas arguedargued thatthat thethe legallegal con­con­
ceptcept ofof guardianshipguardianship cancan bebe usedused toto 
provideprovide thisthis moralmoral conceptionconception withwith aa 
substantivesubstantive content:content: i.i. e.,e., thethe consid­consid­
erationeration ofof individualindividual natunatu ralral entitiesentities 
asas thethe beneficiariesbeneficiaries (in(in themselves)themselves) ofof 
humanhuman action.action. 1313 InIn sum,sum, thethe thirdthird 
interpretationinterpretation ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic considersconsiders naturalnatural entitiesentities inin 
themselves,themselves, asas individuals,individuals, thethe properproper 
objectsobjects ofof moralmoral concernconcern toto whomwhom 
moralmoral ruru lesles andand obiobi igationsigations apply.apply. AsAs 
morallymorally valuablevaluable entitiesentities theythey deserve·deserve· 
protectionprotection andand preservation.preservation. 

SeveralSeveral commentscomments cancan alsoalso bebe mademade 
aboutabout thisthis versionversion ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. First,First, itit isis clearclear thatthat thisthis 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis thethe mostmost similarsimilar 
toto anan ethicethic dealingdealing withwith thethe moralmoral sta­sta­
tustus ofof animals.animals. AnAn animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethicethic considersconsiders thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof 
animalsanimals inin themselvesthemselves asas individuals;individuals; 
thisthis individualisticindividualistic environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
considersconsiders thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof allall natu­natu­
ralral entities.entities. AnAn animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethicethic considersconsiders asas morallymorally relevantrelevant 
certaincertain propertiesproperties ofof thethe animalsanimals 
themselves-e.themselves-e. g.,g., sentience-rathersentience-rather thanthan 
merelymerely thethe relationshiprelationship the·the· animalsanimals 
havehave toto morallymorally "superior""superior" autonomousautonomous 
humans.humans. AnimalsAnimals havehave intrinsicintrinsic oror 
inherentinherent valuevalue basedbased ·on·on somesome aspectaspect 
ofof theithei rr existenceexistence andand notnot simplysimply anan 
instrumentalinstrumental valuevalue forfor humans.humans. Simi­Simi­
larly,larly, anan individualisticindividualistic environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic considersconsiders naturalnatural entitiesentities asas 
inherentlyinherently valuablevaluable becausebecause ofof somesome 
objectiveobjective propertyproperty theythey possesspossess inin 
themselves;themselves; theythey aa rere notnot valval uableuable sim­sim­
plyply becausebecause ofof theirtheir instrumentalinstrumental 
valuevalue toto humanhuman societysociety andand humanhuman 
interests.interests. 1414 ThusThus anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic conceivedconceived onon thethe modelmodel ofof indi­indi­
vidualvidual rightsrights oror moralmoral considerationconsideration 
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forfor natunatu ralral objectsobjects isis mostmost simisimi lala I'I' toto 
anan animalanimal liberationliberation ethic;ethic; thethe twotwo 
ethicalethical theoriestheories havehave identicalidentical formalformal 
structustructu res.res. 

ButBut therethere areare problemsproblems withwith thisthis 
versionversion ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. AsAs 
withwith thethe species-basedspecies-based interpretationinterpretation 
ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, thethe problemproblem 
ofiustificationofiustification provesproves toto bebe insolv­insolv­
able.able. IfIf oneone grantsgrants thatthat anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic mustmust findfind somesome objectiveobjective 
propertyproperty ofof naturalnatural entitiesentities asas thethe 
sourcesource ofof intrinsicintrinsic moralmoral value,value, thenthen 
oneone isis hardhard pressedpressed toto discoverdiscover aa 
coherentcoherent andand plausibleplausible candidate.candidate. 
Clearly,Clearly, thethe criterioncriterion mostmost oftenoften cho­cho­
sensen byby advocatesadvocates ofof anan animalanimal libera­libera­
tiontion ethic,ethic, sentiencesentience oror thethe abilityability toto 
feelfeel pleasurepleasure andand pain,pain, isis largelylargely 
irrelevantirrelevant toto anan ethicethic thatthat considersconsiders 

.. thethe moralmoral significancesignificance ofof plantsplants andand 
otherother natunatu rara II entitiesentities thatthat dodo notnot feelfeel 
painpain andand pleasure.pleasure. KennethKenneth Good­Good­
pasterpaster hashas thusthus arguedargued forfor thethe moralmoral 
considerabilityconsiderability ofof allall livingliving entities,entities, 
andand hehe makesmakes aa powerfulpowerful casecase inin thatthat 
hehe doesdoes notnot aa rguergue forfor thethe moralmoral 
equivalenceequivalence ofof allall suchsuch livingliving be­be­
iings.ngs. 1515 Nevertheless,Nevertheless, aa reverencereverence forfor 
allall lifelife criterioncriterion cannotcannot justifyjustify anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. EvenEven assumingassuming 
thatthat aa non-arbitrarynon-arbitrary oror unbiasedunbiased scalescale 
ofof moralmoral worthworth couldcould bebe developeddeveloped toto 
showshow whenwhen itit waswas morallymorally acceptableacceptable 
toto kiki IIII otherother formsforms ofof lifelife (Goodpaster,(Goodpaster, 
e.g.,e.g., postponespostpones thisthis extremelyextremely diffi­diffi­
cultcult task),task), thethe ethicalethical considerationconsideration ofof 
allall livingliving entitiesentities doesdoes notnot extendextend thethe 
moralmoral boundariesboundaries farfar enough.enough. AnAn 
envir-onmentalenvir-onmental ethicethic thatthat isis truetrue toto thethe 
principlesprinciples ofof environmentalismenvironmentalism mustmust bebe 
ableable toto explainexplain thethe moralmoral considerationconsideration 
ofof nonlivingnonliving naturalnatural entitiesentities asas wellwell asas 
livingliving ones.ones. AnAn envienvi ronmentalronmental ethicethic 
thatthat considersconsiders thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof allall 
natunatu ralral entitiesentities isis consideringconsidering rocks,rocks, 
bodiesbodies ofof water,water, andand thethe shiftingshifting 
sandssands ofof aa beachbeach toto bebe morallymorally con­con­
siderable.siderable. ThisThis moralmoral considerationconsideration 
cannotcannot bebe basedbased onon thethe moralmoral criterioncriterion 
ofof life,life, sincesince thesethese naturalnatural entitiesentities areare 
notnot alive.alive. OnOn what,what, then,then, cancan thethe 
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moralmoral considerationconsideration bebe based?based? 

ItIt isis atat thisthis juncturejuncture thatthat oneone 
beginsbegins toto questionquestion thethe entireentire planplan ofof 
findingfinding aa morallymorally relevantrelevant propertyproperty ofof 
allall naturalnatural objectsobjects asas thethe basisbasis ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. AsAs eveneven Good­Good­
pasterpaster discovers,discovers, inin aa revisionrevision ofof hishis 
earlierearlier views,views, thethe extensionextension ofof moralmoral 
considerationconsideration beyondbeyond humanshumans reachesreaches 
aa "breaking"breaking point"point" wherewhere talktalk ofof mor­mor­
allyally relevantrelevant interestsinterests andand propertiesproperties 
seemsseems highlyhighly implausible.implausible. 1616 TheThe 
breabrea kiki ngng poipoi nt,nt, ofof coucou rse,rse, isis thethe 
moralmoral considerationconsideration ofof inanimateinanimate natu­natu­
ralral objects.objects. CanCan rocksrocks oror streamsstreams bebe 
morallymorally considerable?considerable? UnlessUnless oneone pos­pos­
tulatestulates anan ethicalethical doctrinedoctrine ofof thethe 
sacrednesssacredness ofof allall nature,nature, therethere doesdoes 
notnot seemseem toto bebe anyany methodmethod ofof justify­justify­
inging thethe moralmoral worthworth ofof individualindividual non­non­
livingliving naturalnatural entities.entities. ButBut aa doctrinedoctrine 
ofof thethe sacrednesssacredness ofof allall naturenature isis 
highlyhighly problematic.problematic. DoesDoes itit mean,mean, forfor 
example,example, thatthat diseasedisease organismsorganisms oror 
disease-carryingdisease-carrying insectsinsects cannotcannot bebe 
exterminated?exterminated? WhatWhat aboutabout domesti­domesti­
catedcated animalsanimals andand plants?plants? DoDo thesethese 
requirerequire anan additiona·1additiona·1 moralmoral principle?principle? 
Basically,Basically, thethe ideaidea thatthat anan individualindividual 
natunatu ralral nonnon IIivingiving entityentity hashas inin hehe rentrent 
moralmoral worthworth isis tootoo implausibleimplausible toto bebe 
seriouslyseriously considered.considered. AlthoughAlthough oneone 
maymay wishwish toto developdevelop aa theorytheory thatthat willwill 
protectprotect allall animalsanimals andand plants,plants, aa moralmoral 
criterioncriterion basedbased onon allall ofof naturalnatural exis­exis­
tencetence isis soso broadbroad thatthat itit excludesexcludes vir­vir­
tuallytually nothing.nothing. 

TheThe problemproblem withwith inanimateinanimate naturalnatural 
entitiesentities forcesforces aa returetu rnrn toto aa commu­commu­
nn ityity oror ecosystemicecosystemic approachapproach toto anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. OnlyOnly ifif nonlivingnonliving 
naturalnatural entitiesentities areare consideredconsidered asas eco­eco­
logicallylogically significantsignificant partsparts ofof aa naturalnatural 
communitycommunity cancan theythey bebe plausiblyplausibly 
judgedjudged asas morallymorally worthwhile.worthwhile. TheyThey 
dodo notnot possesspossess intrinsicintrinsic oror inherentinherent 
valuevalue asas such,such, butbut asas functioningfunctioning 
partsparts ofof aa morallymorally valuedvalued naturalnatural com­com­
mumu nn ity.ity. TheThe analysianalysi ss hashas thth usus 
returnedreturned toto itsits startingstarting point,point, andand 
withwith disappointingdisappointing results:·results:· allall ofof thethe 
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DespiteDespite thethe problemsproblems encouencou nteredntered 
illill allall threethree ofof thethe interpretationsinterpretations ofof 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, itit maymay bebe fea­fea­
siblesible toto attemptattempt somesome kindkind ofof compro­compro­
misemise oror combinationcombination ofof thethe variousvarious 
alternatives.alternatives. PerhapsPerhaps aa blendingblending ofof 
thethe differingdiffering interpretationsinterpretations willwill yieldyield 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic thatthat combinescombines 
thethe strongstrong pointspoints ofof eacheach versionversion andand 
avoidsavoids thethe implausibilitiesimplausibilities andand areasareas ofof 
contentioncontention andand criticism.criticism. Therefore,Therefore, II 
wouldwould likelike toto suggestsuggest thethe followingfollowing 
versionversion ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth ic,ic, asas 
anan outlineoutline ofof aa comprehensivecomprehensive andand 
plausibleplausible systemsystem ofof ethicsethics toto insureinsure 
thethe protectionprotection ofof thethe naturalnatural environ­environ­
ment.ment. 

AA meaningfulmeaningful andand practicalpractical envi­envi­
ronmentalronmental ethicethic mustmust bebe composedcomposed ofof 
twotwo principlesprinciples oror twotwo kindskinds ofof moralmoral 
consideration.consideration. TheThe primaryprimary formform ofof 
moralmoral considerationconsideration isis thethe moralmoral 
regardregard forfor thethe ecosystemecosystem oror thethe natu­natu­
ralral community,community, asas discusseddiscussed aboveabove asas 
thethe firstfirst interpretationinterpretation ofof anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethic.ethic. ThisThis mustmust bebe thethe pri­pri­
marymary principleprinciple ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic becausebecause envienvi ronmentalronmental protectionprotection 
meansmeans moremore thanthan justjust thethe protectionprotection ofof 
naturalnatural individualsindividuals andand natur"alnatur"al spec­spec­
ies-ities-it meansmeans thethe protectionprotection ofof completecomplete 
ecologicalecological systems.systems. EnviEnvi ronmentalronmental istsists 
andand wildernesswilderness preservationistspreservationists (for(for 
example)example) areare interestedinterested inin protectingprotecting 
environments,environments, i.i. e.,e., ecologicalecological systemssystems 
andand naturalnatural communities.communities. TheThe preser­preser­
vationvation ofof individualindividual natunatu ralral entitiesentities oror 
naturalnatural speciesspecies inin isolationisolation fromfrom theirtheir 
naturalnatural habitatshabitats andand communitiescommunities isis atat 
bestbest aa lastlast ditchditch efforteffort toto preventprevent 
extinction;extinction; itit cannotcannot bebe thethe primaryprimary 
goalgoal ofof aa policypolicy ofof environmentalism.environmentalism. 
ThusThus thethe preeminentpreeminent goalgoal ofof actionaction inin 
aa theorytheory ofof environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics isis thethe 

well-being,well-being, health,health, oror stabilitystability ofof thethe 
ecologicalecological community.community. MoralMoral I'ules,I'ules, 
obligations,obligations, andand duties,duties, oror thethe moralmoral 
evaluationevaluation ofof consequencesconsequences ofof action,action, 
willwill bebe developeddeveloped andand determineddetermined byby aa 
conceptconcept ofof thethe ecologicalecological good,good, i.i. e.e. ,, 
thethe goodgood forfor thethe ecologicalecological communitycommunity 
asas aa whole.whole. 

Nonetheless,Nonetheless, thisthis primaryprimary goa!goa! ofof 
ecosystemicecosystemic well-being.well-being. mustmust bebe aug­aug­
mentE~dmentE~d byby aa secondarysecondary goalgoal ofof thethe 
protectionprotection ofof natunatu ralral individuals.individuals. 
ThisThis secondarysecondary goalgoal willwill serveserve toto limitlimit 
thethe excessiveexcessive useuse ofof thethe primaryprimary 
principleprinciple inin casescases wherewhere itit shouldshould notnot 
apply.apply. WhatWhat II havehave inin mindmind areare casescases 
suchsuch asas thethe rarerare endangeredendangered speciesspecies 
thatthat isis nono longerlonger aa functioningfunctioning partpart ofof 
thethe natunatu ralral ecosystem,ecosystem, oror eveneven diseasedisease 
organorgan ismsisms suchsuch asas thethe smallpoxsmallpox vivi rusrus 
thatthat areare onon thethe vergeverge ofof beingbeing totallytotally 
eradicated.eradicated. IfIf ecosystemicecosystemic well-beingwell-being 
werewere thethe onlyonly principleprinciple ofof moralmoral 
action,action, thenthen itit wouldwould seemseem permissiblepermissible 
toto eliminateeliminate thethe diseasedisease organismsorganisms oror 
toto letlet thethe endangeredendangered speciesspecies becomebecome 
extinct.extinct. ButBut ifif anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic 
hashas aa secondarysecondary moralmoral principleprinciple whichwhich 
isis activated,activated, soso toto speak,speak, afterafter ques­ques­
tionstions ofof ecosystemicecosystemic well-beingwell-being areare 
decided,decided, thenthen rarerare andand endangeredendangered 
speciesspecies cancan bebe protectedprotected despitedespite theirtheir 
irrelevanceirrelevance toto ecosystemicecosystemic healthhealth andand 
stability.stability. ThusThus inin casescases wherewhere thethe 
healthhealth oror welfarewelfare ofof thethe naturalnatural com­com­
munitymunity isis notnot atat issue,issue, humanhuman actionaction 
affectingaffecting thethe envienvi ronmentronment shoushou IdId bebe 
judgedjudged byby itsits relationshiprelationship toto naturalnatural 
individualsindividuals andand species.species. AsAs longlong asas 
theythey dodo notnot adverselyadversely affectaffect thethe 
well-beingwell-being ofof thethe naturalnatural ecologicalecological 
community,community, allall individualsindividuals andand speciesspecies 
oughtought toto bebe preservedpreserved andand protected.protected. 
ThisThis isis thethe secondsecond andand subsidiarysubsidiary 
principleprinciple ofof aa practicalpractical environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. 

AtAt thethe riskrisk ofof repeatingrepeating myself,myself, letlet 
meme bebe aa bitbit moremore specificspecific aboutabout thethe 
orderingordering ofof thesethese twotwo principles.principles. TheThe 
primaryprimary principleprinciple mustmust bebe thethe moralmoral 
considerationconsideration ofof naturalnatural communitiescommunities asas 
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aa whole,whole, forfor thisthis isis thethe onlyonly methodmethod 
ofof protectingprotecting envienvi ronmentalronmental systemssystems 
andand thethe inanimateinanimate andand nonnon sentientsentient 
componentscomponents ofof thesethese systems.systems. If,If, onon 
thethe contrary,contrary, thethe moralmoral considerationconsideration 
ofof naturalnatural individualsindividuals waswas primary,primary, 
thenthen aa coherentcoherent andand plausibleplausible expla­expla­
nationnation forfor thethe protectionprotection ofof inanimateinanimate 
naturalnatural objectsobjects wouldwould havehave toto bebe givengiven 
toto insureinsure thethe basicbasic tenetstenets ofof environ­environ­
mentalmental policy.policy. ButBut itit isis notnot atat allall 
ciearciear whatwhat theorytheory ofof valuevalue couldcould showshow 
howhow inanimateinanimate naturalnatural entities-stonesentities-stones 
andand streams-arestreams-are inherentlyinherently valuable.valuable. 
ItIt seemsseems thatthat onlyonly asas partsparts ofof anan eco­eco­
logicallylogically healthyhealthy well-functioningwell-functioning com­com­
munitymunity (that(that isis itselfitself valuable)valuable) dodo 
thesethese inanimateinanimate andand nonnon sentientsentient enti­enti­
tiesties becomebecome valuable.valuable. Moreover,Moreover, ifif 
thethe considerationconsideration ofof naturalnatural individu­individu­
alsals waswas primary,primary, itit isis notnot obviousobvious howhow 
oror whywhy oneone wouldwould protectprotect ecologicalecological 
systemssystems oror communities.communities. AsAs longlong asas 
thethe individualindividual animals,animals, e.g.,e.g., werewere 
heahea Ithy,Ithy, therethere wouwou IdId bebe nono needneed toto 
protectprotect theithei rr natunatu ralral habitats.habitats. OneOne 
couldcould createcreate articifialarticifial habitats-parkshabitats-parks 
andand preserves-thatpreserves-that wouldwould maintainmaintain thethe 
well-beingwell-being ofof thethe individualindividual animalsanimals 
butbut wouldwould not,not, ofof course,course, bebe consis:'consis:' 
tenttent withwith environmentalistenvironmentalist principlesprinciples 
ofof preservation.preservation. Thus,Thus, II havehave sug­sug­
gestedgested thatthat thethe moralmoral considerationconsideration ofof 
ecosystemicecosystemic communitiescommunities isis thethe moralmoral 
principleprinciple mostmost compatiblecompatible withwith envi­envi­
ronmentalronmental policies;policies; augmentingaugmenting thisthis 
principleprinciple withwith aa secondarysecondary concernconcern forfor 
naturalnatural individuals-e.g.,individuals-e.g., endangeredendangered 
speciesspecies ofof animals-willanimals-will yieldyield aa completecomplete 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic thatthat isis plausibleplausible 
andand inin agreementagreement withwith environmentalistenvironmentalist 
iintuntu itionition ss .. 

AlthoughAlthough thisthis orderingordering ofof twotwo 
kindskinds ofof moralmoral considerationconsideration for'for' thethe 
envienvi ronment-i.ronment-i. e.,e., considerationconsideration forfor 
thethe naturalnatural ecosystemicecosystemic communitycommunity andand 
considerationconsideration forfor naturalnatural individualsindividuals 
andand species-yieldsspecies-yields aa faifai rlyrly preciseprecise 
practicalpractical systemsystem ofof moralmoral actionaction andand 
evaluation,evaluation, itit isis notnot withoutwithout itsits hardhard 
cases.cases. PerhapsPerhaps thethe mostmost intriguingintriguing isis 
thethe casecase inin whichwhich thethe existenceexistence ofof aa 
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particularparticular speciesspecies (or(or individual)individual) 
actuallyactually threatensthreatens thethe naturalnatural commu­commu­
nitynity asas aa whole.whole. DespiteDespite environmen­environmen­
talisttalist beliefsbeliefs aboutabout thethe preservationpreservation ofof 
species,species, thethe useuse ofof thethe twotwo principlesprinciples 
inin thisthis typetype ofof casecase requiresrequires thethe elim­elim­
inationination ofof thethe thth reatenireateni ngng species.species. 
SinceSince thethe primaryprimary principleprinciple ofof anan 
envienvi ronmentalronmental ethic,ethic, thethe primaryprimary goalgoal 
ofof allall actionaction relatingrelating toto thethe environ­environ­
ment,ment, isis thethe health,health, stability,stability, andand 
well-beingwell-being ofof thethe entireentire naturalnatural com­com­
munity,munity, thethe communitycommunity mustmust bebe pro­pro­
tectedtected fromfrom thethe threat.threat. OfOf coursecourse itit 
isis likelylikely thatthat inin anan actualactual instanceinstance thethe 
well-beingwell-being ofof thethe ecosystemecosystem couldcould bebe 
preservedpreserved byby transferingtransfering thethe speciesspecies 

.. toto aa differentdifferent ecosystemecosystem wherewhere itit 
wouwou IdId notnot bebe haha rmful,rmful, oror byby control­control­
lingling thethe sizesize ofof thethe speciesspecies popula­popula­
tion;tion; nevertheless,nevertheless, ifif ecosystemicecosystemic 
healthhealth oror stabilitystability requiresrequires thethe elimi­elimi­
nationnation ofof thethe species,species, thethe speciesspecies 
mustmust bebe eliminated.eliminated. IfIf anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic permittedpermitted thethe destructiondestruction 
ofof natunatu ralral envienvi ronments,ronments, natunatu ralral eco­eco­
systemssystems andand communities,communities, itit wouldwould bebe 
meaninglessmeaningless oror incoherent.incoherent. 

II nn sum,sum, then,then, anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic shouldshould bebe interpretedinterpreted asas aa com­com­
plexplex balancingbalancing ofof twotwo formsforms ofof moralmoral 
considerationconsideration regardingregarding naturalnatural enti­enti­
tiesties andand systems.systems. MoralMoral conscons idet'ationidet'ation 
shouldshould firstfirst bebe directeddirected towardtoward thethe 
naturalnatural communitycommunity oror ecosystemecosystem asas aa 
whole,whole, soso thatthat thethe overalloverall goodgood forfor 
thethe ecosystemecosystem isis thethe primaprima ryry goalgoal ofof 
action.action. ButBut thisthis communalcommunal goodgood 
shouldshould bebe supplementedsupplemented byby aa consid­consid­
erationeration ofof naturalnatural individualsindividuals andand 
species,species, soso thatthat incasesincases wherewhere eco­eco­
systemicsystemic well-beingwell-being isis notnot anan issue,issue, 
thethe protectionprotection ofof endangeredendangered speciesspecies 
oror naturalnatural individualsindividuals cancan bebe morallymorally 
justified.justified. ThisThis supplementarysupplementary oror sec­sec­
ondaryondary moralmoral considerationconsideration ofof individ­individ­
uaua IIss wiwi IIII yieldyield aa muchmuch richerricher envienvi ron­ron­
mentalmental ethicethic thanthan thethe meremere con­con­
siderationsideration ofof ecosystemicecosystemic good,good, andand itit 
willwill helphelp avoidavoid thethe objectionsobjections toto thethe 
firstfirst community-basedcommunity-based environmentalenvironmental 
etheth icic discusseddiscussed above.above. AugmentedAugmented byby 
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aa secondaseconda ryry considerationconsideration ofof natunatu ralral 
individuals,individuals, thisthis theorytheory willwill bebe ableable toto 
explainexplain thethe protectionprotection ofof rarerare endan­endan­
geredgered speciesspecies thatthat aa rere nono longerlonger 
functioningfunctioning membersmembers ofof aa natunatu ralral com­com­
munity.munity. ItIt willwill alsoalso helphelp toto softensoften thethe 
revolutionaryrevolutionary charactercharacter ofof anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic thatthat considersconsiders thethe eco­eco­
systemicsystemic goodgood superiorsuperior toto thethe good·good· ofof 
humanhuman individuals;individuals; becausebecause ofof thethe 
secondarysecondary principleprinciple naturalnatural individualsindividuals 
(including(including humans)humans) willwill notnot bebe 
excludedexcluded fromfrom directdirect moralmoral considera­considera­
tion.tion. Thus,Thus, thethe balancingbalancing ofof thesethese 
twotwo kindskinds ofof moralmoral considerationconsideration yieldsyields 
thethe mostmost plausibleplausible andand practicalpractical envi­envi­
t'onmentalt'onmental ethic,ethic, anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethicethic thatthat isis essentiallyessentially inin accordaccord withwith 
environmentalistenvironmentalist intuitionsintuitions aboutabout thethe 
protectionprotection ofof thethe natunatu ralral envienvi ronment,ronment, 
andand thatthat isis reasonablereasonable enoughenough toto bebe 
acceptedaccepted byby humanhuman moralmoral agents.agents. 

IVIV 

Finally,Finally, then,then, aa commentcomment onon thethe 
relationshiprelationship betweenbetween thisthis environmen­environmen­
taltal ethicethic andand anan animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethic.ethic. ItIt shouldshould bebe clearclear thatthat ifif thethe 
primaryprimary ethicalethical goalgoal oror principleprinciple ofof anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic isis thethe well-beingwell-being 
ofof thethe ecosystemicecosystemic natunatu ralral communcommun ityity 
asas aa whole,whole, thenthen thethe well-well- beibei ngng ofof 
individualindividual animalsanimals inin thethe communitycommunity 
willwill sometimessometimes bebe sacrifiedsacrified forfor thethe 
commucommu nalnal good.good. 1717 TheThe problemproblem isis 
thatthat ecosystemsecosystems fufu nction,nction, develop,develop, 
andand survivesurvive byby meansmeans ofof thethe lifelife andand 
deathdeath strugglestruggle ofof competicompeti ngng natunatu ralral 
forces,forces, competingcompeting livingliving beings.beings. 
HumansHumans cannotcannot actact toto preventprevent thethe 
sufferingsuffering andand deathdeath ofof allall animalanimal lifelife 
andand remainremain truetrue toto anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. Indeed,Indeed, therethere maymay bebe timestimes 
whenwhen humanhuman actionaction toto improveimprove thethe 
healthhealth ofof thethe ecosystemicecosystemic communitycommunity 
willwill requirerequire thethe death,death, destruction,destruction, oror 
sufferingsuffering ofof individualindividual animalsanimals oror ani­ani­
malmal species.species. HumansHumans maymay havehave toto 
eliminateeliminate diseasedisease organisms,organisms, insects,insects, 
oror eveneven higherhigher anan imals-rabbits,imals-rabbits, deer,deer, 
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oror wolves,wolves, e.g.-whiche.g.-which havehave overpopu­overpopu­
latedlated theirtheir naturalnatural communitiescommunities andand 
thth reatenreaten ecosystemicecosystemic stability.stability. ButBut anan 
animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic holdsholds thatthat thethe 
deathdeath andand sufferingsuffering ofof animalsanimals isis aa 
moralmoral evil,evil, becausebecause itit violatesviolates thethe 
moralmoral worthworth ofof individual.individual. animals.animals. 
WhenWhen thisthis deathdeath andand sufferingsuffering isis aa 
resuresu ItIt ofof humanhuman action,action, even·even· forfor thethe 
sakesake ofof ecosystemicecosystemic well-being,well-being, itit isis aa 
directdirect violationviolation ofof thethe principlesprinciples ofof anan 
animalanimal liberationliberation ethic.ethic. Thus,Thus, asas II 
notednoted above,above, anan animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic 
andand anan enviromentalenviromental ethicethic basedbased onon 
thethe goodgood ofof thethe ecosystemicecosystemic natunatu ralral 
communitycommunity willwill tendtend toto bebe incompati­incompati­
ble.ble. 

TheThe advocateadvocate ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental 
ethic:ethic: has,has, II believe,believe, only.only. oneone methodmethod 
forfor removingremoving thisthis incompatibility:incompatibility: aa 
revisionrevision ofof thethe basicbasic structustructu rere ofof anan 
envienvi ronmentalronmental ethic.ethic. AnAn envienvi romentalromental 
ethicethic cancan bebe mademade compatiblecompatible withwith anan 
animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic ifif itit isis con­con­
ceivedceived asas anan ethicethic primarilyprimarily concernedconcerned 
withwith thethe satisfactionsatisfaction ofof sentientsentient 
beings-thebeings-the higherhigher animalsanimals andand hu­hu­
mans.mans. NaturalNatural entitiesentities andand ecologicalecological 
communitiescommunities wouldwould bebe preserved,preserved, notnot 
becausebecause ofof anyany intrinsicintrinsic value,value, butbut 
simplysimply becausebecause theythey provideprovide satisfac­satisfac­
tiontion oror pleasupleasu rere toto sentientsentient beings.beings. 
ButBut thisthis modelmodel ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic willwill notnot operateoperate asas aa preserverpreserver 
ofof environmentalistenvironmentalist policies;policies; itit makesmakes 
anan environmentalenvironmental ethicethic compatiblecompatible withwith 

.. anan animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic byby destroy­destroy­
ii ngng thethe essenceessence andand thethe practicalpractical 
applicationapplication ofof thethe environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. 
TheThe factfact isis thatthat thethe existenceexistence ofof anyany 
naturalnatural entityentity oror ecologicalecological systemsystem isis 
onlyonly contingentlycontingently relatedrelated toto thethe satis­satis­
factionsfactions ofof sentientsentient beibei ngs.ngs. AnAn imalsimals 
cancan survivesurvive andand flourishflourish inin habitatshabitats 
thatthat areare notnot theirtheir naturalnatural homes.homes. 
Humans,Humans, ofof coucou rse,rse, havehave developeddeveloped 
suchsuch aa multiplicitymultiplicity ofof artificalartifical enjoy­enjoy­
mentsments thatthat therethere isis nono realreal needneed forfor 
thethe pleasurespleasures ofof thethe naturalnatural world.world. 1818 

NowNow II amam notnot arguingarguing thatthat humanshumans 
receivereceive nono pleasupleasu rere fromfrom thethe natunatu ralral 
environment;environment; mymy pointpoint isis thatthat thisthis 
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pleasupleasu rere isis onon lyly conticonti ngentlyngently I'elatedI'elated 
toto thethe existenceexistence ofof thethe naturalnatural envi­envi­
ronment.ronment. IfIf thethe naturalnatural environmentenvironment 
isis onlyonly protected,protected, e.g.,e.g., becausebecause itit 
providesprovides humanshumans withwith aestheticaesthetic andand 
recreationalrecreational satisfactions,satisfactions, thenthen ifif 
humanhuman interestsinterests inin aestheticsaesthetics andand rec­rec­
reationalreational activitiesactivities changechange (as(as theythey 
seemseem toto bebe inin thisthis increasinglyincreasingly artifi­artifi­
calcal andand technologicaitechnologicai world)world) therethere willwill 
bebe nono reasonreason toto protectprotect thethe natunatu ralral 
environment.environment. 1919 TheThe interestsinterests ofof sen­sen­
tienttient beingsbeings cannotcannot provideprovide aa securesecure 
basisbasis forfor environmentalenvironmental policies,policies, andand 
thusthus theythey cannotcannot bebe thethe primaryprimary prin­prin­
cipleciple ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. TheThe 
contingentcontingent relationshiprelationship betweenbetween thethe 
exex istenceistence ofof thethe natunatu ralral envienvi ronmentronment 
andand thethe satisfactionsatisfaction oror interestsinterests ofof 
sentientsentient beingsbeings prl:!vl:!ntstheprl:!vl:!ntsthe mergermerger 
ofof anan animalanimal liberationliberation ethicethic andand anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethic.ethic. BecauseBecause anan ani­ani­
malmal liberationliberation ethicethic onlyonly requiresrequires thethe 
considerationconsideration ofof sentientsentient life,life, whilewhile anan 
environmentalenvironmental ethicethic requiresrequires thethe pres­pres­
ervationervation ofof nonnon sentientsentient entitiesentities andand 
systemssystems asas wellwell asas sentientsentient life,life, thethe 
twotwo systemssystems areare basicallybasically incompatible.incompatible. 

However,However, aa nn umberumber ofof factorsfactors 
serveserve toto modifymodify thisthis bleakbleak picture.picture. 
First,First, thethe environmentalenvironmental ethicethic herehere 
proposedproposed isis notnot basedbased solelysolely onon thethe 
goodgood ofof thethe ecologicalecological communitycommunity asas aa 
whole;whole; therethere isis aa secondarysecondary principleprinciple 
whichwhich basesbases moralmoral evaluationevaluation onon thethe 
goodgood ofof individualindividual naturalnatural entities,entities, 
includingincluding sentientsentient animals.animals. AsAs longlong 
asas thethe welfarewelfare ofof thethe communitycommunity isis notnot 
atat stake,stake, individualindividual naturalnatural enti­enti­
ties-includingties-including animals-mustanimals-must bebe pro­pro­
tected.tected. BecauseBecause II havehave aa rguedrgued forfor aa 
balancedbalanced setset ofof principlesprinciples asas thethe 
structurestructure ofof anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, itit 
isis possiblepossible toto savesave muchmuch ofof anan animalanimal 
liber'ationliber'ation ethic.ethic. IIndividualndividual animalsanimals 
(or(or speciesspecies ofof animals)animals) cannotcannot bebe 
harmed,harmed, unlessunless therethere isis anan overridingoverriding 
andand seriousserious needneed onon thethe papa rtrt ofof thethe 
entireentire naturalnatural community.community. 

AA secondsecond factorfactor isis thethe problemproblem ofof 
domesticateddomesticated anan imals.imals. AdvocatesAdvocates ofof anan 
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animalanimal liberationliberation ethic,ethic, ofof course,course, 
seekseek manymany practicalpractical changeschanges inin humanhuman 
actionaction affectingaffecting domesticateddomesticated animals.animals. 
NowNow Callicott,Callicott, forfor one,one, findsfinds thisthis con­con­
cerncern toto bebe almostalmost incoherentincoherent fromfrom thethe 
perspectiveperspective ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth ic.ic. 
SinceSince domesticateddomesticated livestocklivestock areare aa 
humanhuman artifact,artifact, theirtheir effectseffects onon thethe 
naturalnatural environmentenvironment shouldshould bebe judgedjudged 
asas anyany otherother humanhuman artifact.artifact. 2020 SheepSheep 
gg razirazi ngng inaina meadow,meadow, forfor example,example, 
maymay dodo asas muchmuch haha rmrm toto thethe natunatu ralral 
cyclescycles ofof thethe region'sregion's plantplant lifelife asas thethe 
dumpingdumping ofof toxictoxic chemicals.chemicals. FromFrom 
Callicott'sCallicott's ecologicalecological perspective,perspective, thethe 
factfact thatthat thethe sheepsheep areare animalsanimals ratherrather 
thanthan thethe instrumentsinstruments ofof humanhuman delib­delib­
erativeerative actionaction wouldwould notnot justifyjustify oror 
excuseexcuse thethe harmharm donedone toto thethe naturalnatural 
environment.environment. ButBut II dodo notnot thinkthink thatthat 
thethe advocateadvocate ofof anan envienvi ronmentalronmental etheth icic 
needsneeds toto worryworry aboutabout domesticateddomesticated 
animalsanimals causingcausing ecologicalecological damage.damage. AtAt 
worst,worst, domesticateddomesticated animals,animals, becausebecause 
theythey areare notnot partpart ofof thethe naturalnatural com­com­
munity,munity, areare simplysimply anan irrelevancyirrelevancy 
fromfrom thethe standpointstandpoint ofof anan environmen­environmen­
taltal ethic.ethic. Sheep,Sheep, forfor example,example, dodo notnot 
generallygenerally grazegraze inin naturalnatural wildernesswilderness 
areas,areas, butbut inin pasturepasture landland thatthat hashas 
alal readyready beenbeen itselfitself domesticated.domesticated. 
TheiThei rr effecteffect onon natunatu ralral ecologicalecological 
cyclescycles isis minimal.minimal. 2121 AtAt best,best, usingusing aa 
two-pritwo-pri nciplenciple envienvi ronmentaronmenta II etheth ic,ic, 
humanshumans areare ableable toto judgejudge thethe painpain andand 
sufferingsuffering andand moralmoral worthworth ofof individ­individ­
ualual domesticateddomesticated animalsanimals asas morallymorally 
significant;significant; asas longlong asas questionsquestions ofof 
environmentalenvironmental healthhealth oror well-beingwell-being areare 
notnot involved,involved, thenthen eveneven domesticateddomesticated 
animalsanimals cancan bebe treatedtreated asas objectsobjects ofof 
moralmoral concern.concern. 

Finally,Finally, itit isis importantimportant toto realizerealize 
thatthat inin practicalpractical terms,terms, aa moremore envi­envi­
ronmentallyronmentally appropriateappropriate humanhuman socialsocial 
policypolicy willwill gr-eatlygr-eatly benefitbenefit animalanimal life.life. 
AlthoughAlthough fromfrom thethe perspectiveperspective ofof eco­eco­
logicallogical theorytheory itit maymay bebe necessanecessa ryry toto 
sacrificesacrifice somesome animalsanimals forfor thethe ecologi­ecologi­
calcal well-beingwell-being ofof thethe naturalnatural commu­commu­
nity,nity, inin actualactual practicepractice moremore animalsanimals 
areare harmedharmed byby humanhuman actionsactions thatthat 
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violateviolate ecologicalecological principles.principles. MoreMore inin thethe longlong run,run, benefitbenefit thethe liveslives ofof
 
animalsanimals areare harmedharmed byby humanshumans animals,animals, forfor humanshumans willwill beginbegin toto rec­rec­

destroyingdestroying andand degradingdegrading ecologicalecological ognizeognize allall naturalnatural entitiesentities asas membersmembers
 
communitiescommunities thanthan byby humanshumans attempt­attempt­ ofof aa morallymorally relevantrelevant naturalnatural commu­commu­

inging toto improveimprove them.them. AdoptingAdopting prin­prin­ nity.nity.
 
ciplesciples ofof anan enviromentalenviromental ethicethic should,should,
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2121 II realizerealize thatthat thethe issueissue ofof domesti­domesti­
catedcated animalsanimals andand anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethicethic cannotcannot bebe adequatelyadequately discusseddiscussed 
inin aa briefbrief summarysummary paragraph:paragraph: itit 
requiresrequires anan entireentire essayessay inin itself.itself. AllAll 
thatthat II wishwish toto suggestsuggest isis thatthat thethe ani­ani­
malmal liberationist'sliberationist's concernconcern forfor thethe 
properproper treatmenttreatment ofof domesticateddomesticated ani­ani­
malsmals isis neitherneither condemnedcondemned nornor con­con­
doneddoned inin aa theorytheory ofof environmentalenvironmental 
etheth ics.ics. TheThe fatefate ofof domesticateddomesticated anan i­i­
mals,mals, asas such,such, isis notnot aa subjectsubject areaarea 
ofof envienvi ronmentaronmenta II etheth ics.ics. OfOf coucou rserse ifif 
domesticateddomesticated animalsanimals beginbegin toto intrudeintrude 
uponupon andand haha rmrm aa natunatu ralral ecologicalecological 
community,community, thenthen theythey wouldwould bebe 
treatedtreated likelike anyany otherother humanhuman artifactartifact 
(machines,(machines, chemicals,chemicals, etc.)etc.) thatthat 
harmedharmed thethe environment.environment. OrOr ifif aa 
humanhuman beganbegan toto killkill wildwild naturalnatural ani­ani­
malsmals inin orderorder toto protectprotect hishis 
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domesticateddomesticated sheepsheep hehe wouldwould bebe vio­vio­
latinglating anan environmentalenvironmental ethic,ethic, justjust asas 
ifif hehe pollutedpolluted aa streamstream toto "protect""protect" 
hishis recreationalrecreational pleasurepleasure inin speed­speed­
boating.boating. ButBut thethe vastvast majoritymajority ofof 
casescases involvinginvolving domesticateddomesticated ani­ani­
mals-themals-the moralitymorality ofof factoryfactory farming,farming, 
forfor example--areexample--are inin aa realmrealm ofof substan­substan­
tivetive ethicsethics completelycompletely removedremoved fr'omfr'om 

thethe concernsconcerns ofof anan environmentalenvironmental 
ethic.ethic. TheThe questionquestion ofof thethe compati­compati­
bilitybility oror incompatibilityincompatibility ofof anan environ­environ­
mentalmental ethicethic andand anan animalanimal liberationliberation 
ethicethic whenwhen dealingdealing withwith thethe treatmenttreatment 
ofof domesticateddomesticated animalsanimals asas suchsuch isis 
thth usus unanswerableunanswerable andand misconceived:misconceived: 
thesethese areare simplysimply twotwo differentdifferent subjectsubject 
matters.matters. 


