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REPLY

REPLY
 

(IN(IN RERE E&AE&A 111/3,111/3, Squadrito'sSquadrito's reviewreview ofof Gray'sGray's book)book)
 

ThankThank youyou forfor forwardingforwarding thethe 
reviewreview ofof GreenGreen ParadiseParadise LostLost byby 
KathyKathy Squadrito.Squadrito. Naturally,Naturally, I'mI'm veryvery 
pleasedpleased byby thethe carecare givengiven byby herher inin 
summarizingsummarizing thethe majormajor pointspoints ofof mymy 
argumentargument fromfrom thethe pointpoint ofof viewview ofof 
thethe studystudy ofof ethicsethics andand animals.animals. 

TheThe oneone concernconcern II havehave isis herher useuse 
ofof thethe wordswords "pagan"pagan animistic"animistic" inin 
describingdescribing thethe alternativealternative paradigmparadigm II 
amam suggesting.suggesting. I'dI'd dodo thatthat aa littlelittle 
differently.differently. II waswas gettinggetting mymy gradu­gradu­
ateate professionalprofessional trainingtraining thirtythirty yearsyears 
agoago atat YaleYale DivinityDivinity SchoolSchool andand stillstill 
countcount myselfmyself asas withinwithin thethe Judeo­Judeo­
ChristianChristian traditiontradition (as(as II thinkthink isis clearclear 
fromfrom mymy prefacepreface toto GGPL).PL). 

ButBut J'mJ'm notnot willingwilling toto givegive overover thethe 
entireentire Judeo-ChristianJudeo-Christian revelationrevelation toto 
patriarchy!patriarchy! 1m1m mymy subsequentsubsequent bookbook 
PatriarchyPatriarchy asas aa ConceptualConceptual TrapTrap 
(1982)(1982) I'veI've gonegone furtherfurther inin document­document­

.. inging howhow thatthat revelationrevelation hashas beenbeen 
cooptedcoopted byby patriarchalpatriarchal influences,influences, 
influencesinfluences whichwhich (it(it isis true)true) havehave 
largelylargely shapedshaped andand dominateddominated ouou rr 
JJ udeo-Chudeo-Ch ristianristian tradition.tradition. ForFor exam­exam­
ple,ple, JudaismJudaism inin somesome ofof itsits majormajor 
aspectsaspects functionsfunctions asas aa malemale fertilityfertility 
cultcult (see(see PCT,PCT, pp.pp. 25-30)25-30) .. 

HavingHaving saidsaid allall that,that, however,however, II 
stillstill wantwant toto viewview thatthat patriarchalpatriarchal 
accretionaccretion asas aa distortiondistortion ofof anan authen­authen­
tictic religiousreligious impulseimpulse thatthat perceivesperceives thethe 
Creator-GodCreator-God atat workwork onon thisthis planet.planet. 

SoSo ...... correctingcorrecting thatthat distorteddistorted 
(hierarchical(hierarchical andand oppressive)oppressive) percep­percep­
tiontion ofof creationcreation intointo aa perceptionperception thatthat 
isis moremore truetrue toto realityreality couldcould notnot bebe 
labeledlabeled byby meme asas "pagan""pagan" oror "animis­"animis­
tic."tic." II wouldwould havehave labeledlabeled itit "more"more 
authenticallyauthentically Judeo-ChJudeo-Ch ristian.ristian. "" 

ItIt isis mymy understandingunderstanding thatthat 
"animism""animism" involvesinvolves believingbelieving inin thethe 
spiritspirit residingresiding inin trees,trees, groves,groves, 
rocks.rocks. ButBut II dodo notnot perceiveperceive trees,trees, 
groves,groves, rocksrocks areare inin anyany sensesense 
"gods."gods. "" 

WhatWhat II dodo perceiveperceive isis thatthat allall ofof 
whatwhat wewe characterizecharacterize asas inanimateinanimate asas 
wellwell asas animateanimate participatesparticipates inin thethe 
incredibleincredible beautybeauty andand connectionsconnections andand 
"dance"dance ofof energy"energy" ofof thisthis createdcreated 
systemsystem inin whichwhich wewe asas humans-andhumans-and 
they-share.they-share. Further,Further, wewe dodo notnot knowknow 
whatwhat thethe consciousnessconsciousness ofof rocks,rocks, 
trees,trees, catscats maymay be.be. NonethelessNonetheless manymany 
ofof usus havehave beenbeen convincedconvinced inin ourour 
WesternWestern traditiontradition thatthat "cats"cats don'tdon't 
pray"-which,pray"-which, inin mymy view,view, isis anan 
unsubstantiatedunsubstantiated assertionassertion aboutabout thethe 
consciousnessconsciousness ofof otherother speciesspecies andand 
formsforms ofof matter.matter. 

MostMost ofof whatwhat I'mI'm sayingsaying herehere goesgoes 
beyondbeyond whatwhat waswas avaiavai lablelable toto KathyKathy 
SquadritoSquadrito inin GPL,GPL, andand II don'tdon't intendintend 
inin anyany majormajor wayway toto taketake issueissue withwith 
anythinganything sheshe saidsaid inin herher reviewreview 
exceptexcept thethe wordswords "pagan"pagan animistic."animistic." 
SheShe isis onon targettarget inin seeingseeing thatthat whatwhat II 
amam urgingurging andand arguingarguing forfor isis notnot thethe 
traditionaltraditional orthodoxy.orthodoxy. 

WhatWhat II amam callingcalling forfor isis anotheranother 
ReformationReformation ofof ouou rr religiousreligious tradition.tradition. 
We'reWe're calledcalled uponupon toto "finish"finish thethe 
CopernicanCopernican revolution."revolution." WithWith diffi ­diffi ­
cultyculty wewe correctedcorrected thethe astronomyastronomy thatthat 
sawsaw humans'humans' home,home, thethe earth,earth, asas atat 
thethe centercenter notnot onlyonly ofof God'sGod's lovelove butbut 
atat thethe centercenter ofof God'sGod's universeuniverse inin thethe 
skies.skies. HavingHaving shifted,shifted, inin ourour minds,minds, 
thethe centercenter ofof ourour solarsolar systemsystem fromfrom 
thethe earthearth toto thethe sunsun (so(so thatthat thethe 
planetsplanets nownow areare understoodunderstood toto revolverevolve 
aroundaround notnot thethe earthearth butbut thethe sun),sun), 
wewe mustmust nownow continuecontinue onon andand 
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delegitimatedelegitimate "the"the divinedivine rightright ofof ropocentricity.�anthanth ropocentricity. 
humans,"humans," ourour sensesense thatthat wewe areare some­�some­
howhow ofof greatergreater valuevalue (to(to God)God) thanthan ItIt isis clearclear thisthis self-servingself-serving "bend­�"bend­
otherother speciesspecies alsoalso createdcreated byby thethe Cre­Cre­ ing"ing" ofof revelationrevelation hashas notnot beenbeen good�good 
ator.ator. forfor otherother speciesspecies oror forfor thethe planet.�planet. 

HenceHence itit isis notnot goodgood forfor humanshumans 
TheThe problemproblem inin allall thesethese casescases isis either.either. AndAnd whatwhat isis becomingbecoming clearclear isis 

thatthat wewe havehave beenbeen contentcontent inin malemale thatthat thth isis "bendi"bendi ng"ng" hashas beenbeen basicbasic toto 
cultureculture toto distortdistort authenticauthentic intimationsintimations thethe patriapatria rchalrchal stancestance whwh ichich hashas 
ofof religiousreligious realityreality byby bendingbending themthem toto determineddetermined howhow wewe treattreat thethe restrest ofof 
fitfit ourour delusionsdelusions ofof dominiondominion andand creation.creation. 
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