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REPORT�REPORT 

MobilizationMobilization forfor AnimalsAnimals Conference,�Conference, 
OctoberOctober 99 -- 11,11, 1982�1982 

ColCol umbus,umbus, OhOh io�io 

OneOne ofof thethe mostmost excitingexciting andand productiveproductive developmentsdevelopments inin thethe animalanimal rightsrights 
movementmovement recentlyrecently isis thethe astoundingastounding growthgrowth ofof MobilizationMobilization forfor AnimalsAnimals intointo aa 
potentpotent networkingnetworking forceforce ofof wellwell overover 10,00010,000 peoplepeople andand overover oneone hundredhundred organi­organi­
zationszations .... ThisThis rapidrapid growthgrowth hashas occurred,occurred, underunder thethe competentcompetent guidanceguidance ofof Dr.Dr. 
RichardRichard Morgan,Morgan, MFAMFA NationalNational Coordinator,Coordinator, inin thethe shortshort spacespace ofof somesome tenten 
months.months. 

MobilizationMobilization forfor Animals,Animals, whichwhich originatedoriginated asas aa tasktask forceforce onon laboratorylaboratory 
experimentationexperimentation atat thethe ActionAction forfor LifeLife ConferenceConference inin July,July, 19811981 (see(see EE && A,A, II,II, 
3),3), andand whichwhich waswas subsequentlysubsequently integratedintegrated intointo thethe ARMARM coalitioncoalition structurestructure (see(see 
EE && A,A, II,II, 4),4), hashas sincesince incorporatedincorporated asas anan independentindependent entityentity (see(see EE && A,A, III,III, 
1).1). MFAMFA isis devoteddevoted toto initiatinginitiating directdirect actionaction campaignscampaigns toto relieverelieve thethe sufferingsuffering 
ofof animals.animals. ItsIts firstfirst majormajor objective,objective, andand thethe oneone toto whichwhich itit isis devotingdevoting itsits 
attentionattention exclusivelyexclusively atat thethe moment,moment, isis toto mountmount thethe largestlargest andand mostmost visiblevisible pro­pro­
testtest againstagainst laboratorylaboratory experimentation-andexperimentation-and particularlyparticularly againstagainst primateprimate 
research-whichresearch-which hashas everever occurredoccurred inin thethe U.S.,U.S., oror indeed,indeed, anywhereanywhere inin thethe 
world.world. TheThe AprilApril 24,24, 19831983 protestprotest willwill taketake placeplace simultaneouslysimultaneously atat fourfour ofof thethe 
majormajor primateprimate researchresearch centerscenters inin thethe U.S.,U.S., andand willwill bebe complementedcomplemented byby supportsupport 
demonstrationsdemonstrations onon thethe samesame dayday atat primateprimate centerscenters inin aa numbernumber ofof WesternWestern Euro­Euro­
peanpean countries.countries. 

TheThe recentrecent nationalnational MFAMFA conference,conference, attendedattended byby somesome twotwo hundredhundred activistsactivists 
fromfrom alloverallover thethe U.U. S.,S., focusedfocused onon strategicstrategic planningplanning sessionssessions forfor thisthis coordi­coordi­
natednated protest,protest, includingincluding reportsreports fromfrom thethe fourfour regionsregions andand regionalregional meetings.meetings. AA 
broadbroad rangerange ofof generalgeneral workshopsworkshops onon crucialcrucial aspectsaspects ofof effectiveeffective actionaction onon behalfbehalf 
ofof animalsanimals werewere alsoalso offered.offered. TheseThese included:included: communitycommunity andand campuscampus organizing,organizing, 
legislativelegislative outreach,outreach, fufu nd-nd- raising,raising, didi rectrect action,action, mediamedia andand promotion,promotion, andand issueissue 
overviews.overviews. UnlikeUnlike previousprevious majormajor conferencesconferences wherewhere tighttight schedulingscheduling diddid notnot 
permitpermit repetitionrepetition ofof workshops,workshops, atat thethe ColumbusColumbus conferenceconference eacheach ofof thethe work­work­
shopsshops waswas givengiven twice,twice, soso thatthat participantsparticipants hadhad thethe opportunityopportunity toto attendattend themthem 
all.all. TheThe programprogram alsoalso includedincluded directdirect actionaction strategystrategy sessionssessions inin fourfour systematicsystematic 
areasareas (experimentation,(experimentation, wildlife,wildlife, farmfarm animals,animals, domesticdomestic animals),animals), atat whichwhich possi­possi­
bleble futurefuture MFAMFA projectsprojects werewere proposedproposed andand discussed.discussed. ConferenceConference participantsparticipants 
alsoalso hadhad thethe opportunityopportunity toto displaydisplay literatureliterature fromfrom theirtheir respectiverespective organizations,organizations, 
toto viewview aa numbernumber ofof excellentexcellent films,films, andand toto socialize,socialize, exchangeexchange informtion,informtion, andand 
reinforcereinforce oneone another'sanother's commitmentcommitment toto thethe movementmovement inin thethe contextcontext ofof thethe lei­lei­
surely,surely, all-veganall-vegan mealmeal periods.periods. 

WhatWhat emergedemerged mostmost clearlyclearly fromfrom allall thesethese activitiesactivities andand sessionssessions waswas thethe 
manifestlymanifestly increasingincreasing sophisticationsophistication andand consolidationconsolidation ofof thethe animalanimal rightsrights move~·move~· 

mentment inin termsterms ofof informationinformation gatheringgathering andand exchangeexchange techniques,techniques, communicationscommunications 
networking,networking, andand perhapsperhaps mostmost importantlyimportantly ofof all,all, vigorousvigorous legislativelegislative andand lobby­lobby­
inging efforts.efforts. InIn thethe latterlatter respect,respect, thethe establishmentestablishment ofof aa NationalNational AntivivisectionAntivivisection 
SocietySociety officeoffice andand anan AnAn imalimal PoliticalPolitical ActionAction CommitteeCommittee (AN(AN PAC)PAC) inin WashWash ington,ington, 
D.C.D.C. representsrepresents aa decideddecided advanceadvance inin termsterms ofof thethe movement'smovement's capabilitycapability ofof 
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effectiveeffective politicalpolitical andand legislativelegislative actionaction onon behalfbehalf ofof animals.animals. ThisThis increasingincreasing 
sophisticationsophistication isis alsoalso reflectedreflected inin thethe excellentexcellent qualityquality ofof MFAMFA materials.materials. AtAt thethe 
conferenceconference eacheach participantparticipant waswas givengiven aa completecomplete packetpacket ofof information.information. includingincluding 
detaileddetailed accountsaccounts ofof thethe typetype ofof researchresearch beingbeing currentlycurrently conductedconducted atat eacheach ofof 
thethe majormajor primateprimate centerscenters targetedtargeted forfor thethe April,April, 19831983 demonstration.demonstration. TheThe 
sharedshared feelingfeeling ofof mostmost ofof thethe participantsparticipants waswas probablyprobably bestbest summedsummed upup byby Dr.Dr. 
Morgan'sMorgan's movingmoving wordswords inin hishis formalformal introductionintroduction toto thethe conference:conference: "The"The normalnormal 
contextcontext ofof ourour liveslives asas humanhuman beingsbeings isis freedomfreedom fromfrom pain.pain. PainPain isis anan aberra­aberra­
tion,tion, anan intrusionintrusion ...... forfor animals,animals, however,however, thethe normalnormal contextcontext ofof theirtheir liveslives isis 
misery,misery, deprivation,deprivation, andand pain.pain. ForFor them,them, freedomfreedom fromfrom painpain isis thethe anomalyanomaly ...... 
ForFor aa veryvery longlong timetime wewe havehave beenbeen patientpatient inin seekingseeking change,change, eveneven obscenelyobscenely 
patient.patient. TheThe timetime forfor patiencepatience hashas runrun outout .. .. ."." 
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