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REPLIES�REPLIES 

(IN(IN RERE E&-AE&-A 111/4,111/4, Nelson'sNelson's 

FirstFirst ofof all,all, II wouldwould likelike toto thankthank 
ProfessorProfessor NelsonNelson forfor hh isis lucid,lucid, thor­thor­
oughough reviewreview ofof mymy work.work. ItIt isis cer­cer­
tainlytainly gratifying,gratifying, notnot toto mentionmention flat­flat­
tering,tering, toto havehave one'sone's workwork givengiven thethe 
careful,careful, thoughtfulthoughtful attentionattention ProfessorProfessor 
NelsonNelson hashas accordedaccorded mine.mine. 

ProfessorProfessor NelsonNelson expressesexpresses reser­reser­
vationsvations concerningconcerning twotwo ofof thethe posi­posi­
tionstions II havehave developed.developed. HeHe thinksthinks II 
havehave underestimatedunderestimated thethe moralmoral signifi­signifi­
cancecance bothboth ofof "the"the kindkind ofof thingthing aa 
beingbeing is"is" andand ofof "taking"taking anan interestinterest inin 
x".x". II wouldwould likelike toto taketake thisthis oppor­oppor­
tutu nn ityity toto respondrespond toto bothboth ofof thesethese 
criticisms.criticisms. 

InIn mymy essayessay entitledentitled "A"A CritiqueCritique ofof 
Personhood"Personhood" (Ethics(Ethics 91/491/4 (1981)),(1981)), II 
developdevelop aa thoroughlythoroughly meritorianmeritorian posi­posi­
tiontion inin oppositionopposition toto whatwhat II believebelieve toto 
bebe thethe logiclogic ofof prejprej udiceudice whwh ichich hashas 
characterizedcharacterized moralmoral phiphi losophy.losophy. FromFrom 
ancientancient GreeceGreece toto thethe present,present, moralmoral 
philosophersphilosophers havehave conferredconferred moralmoral 
status,status, suchsuch asas meritingmeriting rights,rights, onon 
thethe basisbasis ofof morallymorally irrelevant,irrelevant, 
descriptivedescriptive properties,properties, suchsuch asas beingbeing 
Greek,Greek, ChCh ristian,ristian, white,white, andand human.human. 
IInn mymy essayessay II argueargue thatthat inin orderorder toto 
escapeescape prejudiceprejudice wewe mustmust stopstop doingdoing 
moralmoral philosophyphilosophy inin thisthis wayway andand startstart 
accordiaccordi ngng moralmoral statusstatus onon thethe basisbasis ofof 
morallymorally relevant,relevant, evaleval uativeuative 

reviewreview ofof articlesarticles Sapontzis)�byby Sapontzis) 

characteristics,characteristics, suchsuch asas beingbeing vivi rtu­rtu­
ous.ous. II aa rguergue thatthat "moral"moral stausstaus isis 
properlyproperly due,due, earned,earned, andand lostlost onon thethe 
basisbasis ofof moralmoral character,character, thatthat is,is, onon 
thethe possessionpossession ofof moralmoral virtues,virtues, andand 
onon thatthat alone."alone." 

IInn thatthat articlearticle II acknowledgeacknowledge twotwo 
addendaaddenda toto thatthat clarionclarion call:call: (i)(i) ifif 
beingbeing virtuousvirtuous requiresrequires certaincertain 
descriptivedescriptive propertiesproperties oror capacities,capacities, 
suchsuch asas aa sensorysensory system,system, thenthen oneone 
maymay inferinfer fromfrom aa being'sbeing's lackinglacking thesethese 
propertiesproperties oror capacitiescapacities toto itsits notnot 
meritingmeriting rights,rights, andand (ii)(ii) oneone maymay 
withoutwithout prejudiceprejudice provisionallyprovisionally accordaccord 
rightsrights .. toto thethe youyou ngng whowho havehave thethe 
capacitycapacity forfor developingdeveloping goodgood moralmoral 
charactercharacter butbut havehave notnot yetyet hadhad thethe 
opportunityopportunity toto dodo so.so. PartPart ofof Prof.Prof. 
Nelson'sNelson's reservationsreservations concernconcern inging mymy 
meritorianismmeritorianism seemsseems toto amountamount toto aa callcall 
forfor yetyet anotheranother addendumaddendum toto thatthat 
position.position. ThTh roughrough developidevelopi ngng thethe 
casecase ofof aa robotrobot baby-sitterbaby-sitter andand dis­dis­
cussingcussing thethe oddnessoddness ofof ascribingascribing 
rightsrights toto God,God, NelsonNelson arguesargues thatthat 
whetherwhether aa beingbeing meritsmerits rightsrights dependsdepends 
onon whetherwhether itit needsneeds rights,rights, i.i. e.,e., onon 
whetherwhether itit hashas interestsinterests thatthat needneed toto 
bebe protectedprotected 
AlthoughAlthough II 
examples,examples, II 
correctcorrect andand 
addendumaddendum toto 

oror furtheredfurthered byby rights.rights. 
wouldwould quibblequibble overover hishis 
thinkthink NelsonNelson isis basicallybasically 
gladlygladly acceptaccept thth isis thth iirdrd 
mymy meritorianism.meritorianism. ItIt inin 
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nono wayway compromisescompromises mymy critiquecritique ofof thethe 
logiclogic ofof prejudiceprejudice nornor suggestssuggests thatthat 
non-humannon-human animalsanimals whowho areare virtuousvirtuous 
nonethelessnonetheless dodo notnot meritmerit rights,rights, forfor 
suchsuch animalsanimals dodo havehave interestsinterests whichwhich 
needneed protectionprotection andand assistance.assistance. 

However,However, Nelson'sNelson's robotrobot baby-sit­baby-sit­
terter isis intendedintended toto raiseraise aa second,second, 
moremore significantsignificant criticism:criticism: assumingassuming 
thatthat aa robotrobot "whose"whose flexflex ibleible andand 
sophisticatedsophisticated programmingprogramming allowsallows itit toto 
respondrespond toto thethe moralmoral goodsgoods andand evilsevils 
ofof situationssituations whichwhich endangerendanger children"children" 
is,is, nevertheless,nevertheless, notnot virtuous,virtuous, "it"it 
maymay wellwell bebe thatthat somesome understandingunderstanding 
ofof one'sone's actact asas beingbeing motivatedmotivated byby 
moralmoral concernconcern isis bothboth necessarynecessary forfor itit 
toto bebe fullyfully virtuousvirtuous andand moremore charac­charac­
teristicteristic ofof personspersons thanthan SapontzisSapontzis 
admits.admits. "" MyMy immediateimmediate reactionreaction toto 
Nelson'sNelson's robotrobot exampleexample isis thatthat itit isis 
inconsequential,inconsequential, forfor wewe havehave nono wayway 
ofof decidingdeciding whetherwhether thatthat robotrobot wouldwould 
oror wouldwould notnot bebe vivi rtuous.rtuous. HowHow suchsuch 
machines,machines, ifif theythey everever becomebecome com­com­
mon,mon, willwill bebe integratedintegrated intointo ourour mor­mor­
alityality isis aa mattermatter whichwhich willwill bebe decideddecided 
asas wewe develop,develop, livelive with,with, andand getget toto 
knowknow them,them, andand untiluntil suchsuch machinesmachines 
becomebecome partpart ofof ourour livedlived world,world, 
thoughtthought experimentsexperiments aboutabout howhow wewe 
shouldshould evaluateevaluate themthem areare justjust idleidle 
speculationspeculation lackinglacking moralmoral significance.significance. 
AboutAbout allall II cancan saysay atat thisthis pointpoint isis 
thatthat assumingassuming thatthat suchsuch aa robotrobot 
baby-sitterbaby-sitter couldcould notnot bebe virtuousvirtuous 
becausebecause itit isis aa machinemachine strikesstrikes meme asas 
yetyet anotheranother expressionexpression ofof thethe logiclogic ofof 
prejudiceprejudice -- perhapsperhaps inin thethe futurefuture 
therethere willwill havehave toto bebe aa machinemachine liber­liber­
ationation movement!movement! 

MoreMore seriously,seriously, Nelson'sNelson's robotrobot doesdoes 
raiseraise anan importantimportant issueissue concerningconcerning 
moralmoral motivation:motivation: aa fullyfully moralmoral agentagent 
isis oneone whowho wantswants toto dodo whatwhat isis right.right. 
IfIf aa personperson diddid thethe rightright thingthing butbut 
diddid notnot wantwant (from(from feelingsfeelings ofof sympa­sympa­
thythy oror respect)respect) toto dodo it,it, wewe assumeassume 
hehe hadhad ulteriorulterior motives,motives, waswas uu nawanawa rere 
ofof thethe moralmoral significancesignificance ofof hishis action,action, 
oror justjust respondedresponded reflexively;reflexively; so,so, thethe 

exampleexample ofof aa presumablypresumably unfeelingunfeeling 
machinemachine protectingprotecting childrenchildren fromfrom dan­dan­
gerger doesdoes notnot stristri keke usus asas aa fullyfully 
moralmoral agent.agent. II believebelieve thatthat itit isis thisthis 
beliefbelief aboutabout fullyfully moralmoral motivationmotivation 
whwh ichich leadsleads usus toto doubtdoubt whetherwhether 
insectsinsects whowho seesee toto thethe needsneeds ofof theithei rr 
youngyoung butbut whowho (as(as farfar asas wewe cancan tell)tell) 
dodo notnot grievegrieve ifif deathdeath takestakes thosethose 
youngyoung areare reallyreally morallymorally motivated,motivated, 
ratherrather thanthan justjust beingbeing directeddirected byby 
somesome chemicalchemical stimulistimuli andand biologicalbiological 
cici rcuitry.rcuitry. 

TheseThese issuesissues areare tootoo complexcomplex toto 
dealdeal withwith inin detaildetail here;here; letlet meme justjust 
makemake thethe followingfollowing twotwo commentscomments toto 
indicateindicate whywhy thesethese issuesissues dodo notnot 
thth reatenreaten thethe meritorianmeritorian animalanimal rightsrights 
positionposition II havehave developed.developed. FiFi rst,rst, notnot 
toto bebe aa fullyfully moralmoral agentagent isis notnot toto bebe 
aa non-moralnon-moral agent.agent. AnAn individualindividual whowho 
regularly,regularly, intentionallyintentionally diddid thethe rightright 
thingthing eveneven thoughthough hehe waswas notnot moti­moti­
vatedvated byby wantingwanting toto dodo thethe rightright 
thingthing wouldwould stillstill bebe morallymorally superiorsuperior 
toto anan individualindividual whowho diddid notnot eveneven dodo 
thethe rightright thingthing (see(see mymy "Moral"Moral ValueValue 
andand Reason,"Reason," TheThe MonistMonist 66/166/1 (1983),(1983), 
forfor somesome suggestionssuggestions aboutabout thethe com­com­
plexityplexity ofof moralmoral evaluationsevaluations ofof actionsactions 
andand agents).agents). Second,Second, untiluntil recentlyrecently 
wewe havehave notnot closelyclosely observedobserved nornor 
triedtried toto understandunderstand thethe livedlived worldworld ofof 
animals;animals; consequently,consequently, wewe havehave seri­seri­
ouslyously underestimatedunderestimated thethe complexitycomplexity 
andand rangerange ofof animalanimal psychology,psychology, asas 
ethologicalethological studiesstudies areare beginningbeginning toto 
show.show. ManyMany moremore suchsuch careful,careful, sym­sym­
patheticpathetic studiesstudies aa rere neededneeded toto showshow 
thethe fullfull extentextent ofof fullyfully moralmoral motiva­motiva­
tiontion amongamong animals.animals. Consequently,Consequently, 
eveneven ifif wewe recognizerecognize thethe needneed forfor 
emotionalemotional involvementinvolvement inin fullyfully moralmoral 
motivation,motivation, itit doesdoes notnot followfollow thatthat thisthis 
willwill requirerequire thatthat virtuousvirtuous agentsagents bebe 
closelyclosely similarsimilar toto humans.humans. 

NelNel son'sson's otherother reservationreservation concern­concern­
inging mymy meritorianmeritorian positionposition isis thatthat itit 
wouldwould complicatecomplicate ourour moralmoral casuistrycasuistry 
andand leadlead usus toto condemncondemn somesome animalsanimals 
asas vicious.vicious. II findfind nono conceptualconceptual 
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problemproblem withwith declaringdeclaring somesome animalsanimals 
viciousvicious andand punishingpunishing oror attemptingattempting toto 
rehabilitaterehabilitate them.them. ThisThis isis alreadyalready 
commoncommon practice.practice. WhatWhat isis neededneeded toto 
makemake thatthat practicepractice morallymorally acceptableacceptable 
isis toto extendextend toto accusedaccused animalanimal crimi­crimi­
nalsnals thethe commitmentcommitment toto impartiality,impartiality, 
adequateadequate defensedefense coucou nsel,nsel, rejectionrejection ofof 
cruelcruel andand unusualunusual punishment,punishment, andand 
thethe otherother safeguardssafeguards ofof thethe humanhuman 
criminalcriminal system.system. InIn dealingdealing withwith ani­ani­
malmal misbehaviormisbehavior wewe shouldshould keepkeep inin 
mindmind thethe sortssorts ofof thingsthings wewe keepkeep inin 
mindmind whenwhen dealingdealing withwith thethe misbehav­misbehav­
iorior ofof peoplepeople fromfrom veryvery differentdifferent cul­cul­
tures,tures, children,children, andand thethe retarded.retarded. 
ThatThat is,is, generally,generally, wewe needneed toto evalu­evalu­
ateate themthem againstagainst thethe bestbest thatthat cancan bebe 
expectedexpected ofof them,them, givengiven theirtheir back­back­
groundground andand capacities,capacities, ratherrather thanthan 
evaluatingevaluating themthem againstagainst thethe standardsstandards 
forfor normalnormal humanhuman adultsadults raisedraised inin ourour 
society.society. PerhapsPerhaps thisthis isis aa foufou rthrth 
"kind"kind ofof beingbeing itit is"is" addendumaddendum toto mymy 
meritorianism.meritorianism. IfIf so,so, II gladlygladly acc~ptacc~pt 
it,it, forfor itit merelymerely addsadds further,further, realis­realis­
tictic complexitycomplexity toto thatthat position.position. ItIt 
doesdoes notnot atat allall pointpoint inin thethe directiondirection 
ofof aa differencedifference "which"which wouldwould justifyjustify 
ascribingascribing aa rightright toto lifelife toto personspersons 
butbut notnot toto animals"animals" -- wewe do,do, afterafter all,all, 
ascribeascribe aa rightright toto lifelife toto children,children, 
eveneven thoughthough wewe dodo notnot expectexpect themthem toto 
bebe asas morallymorally accomplishedaccomplished asas adults.adults. 

TurningTurning toto Nelson'sNelson's secondsecond reser­reser­
vation,vation, thatthat II underestimateunderestimate thethe moralmoral 
significancesignificance ofof takingtaking anan interestinterest inin 
something,something, II shouldshould firstfirst mentionmention thatthat 
II .. havehave recentlyrecently publpubl ishedished anan essayessay 
devoteddevoted toto thisthis issue.issue. ItIt isis entitledentitled 
"The"The MoralMoral SignificanceSignificance ofof Interests"Interests" 
andand appearedappeared inin thethe Winter,Winter, 1982,1982, 
issueissue ofof EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethics.Ethics. TheThe 
mainmain thesisthesis ofof thatthat essayessay isis thatthat thethe 
differencedifference betweenbetween takingtaking anan interestinterest 
andand merelymerely havinghaving anan interestinterest inin 
somethingsomething isis ofof onlyonly secondarysecondary moralmoral 
importance.importance. 

HereHere again,again, NelsonNelson offersoffers threethree 
reasons'reasons' toto showshow that.that. II havehave underes­underes­
timatedtimated matters:matters: thethe misfortumisfortu nene ofof 
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deathdeath requiresrequires thatthat deathdeath bebe thethe 
frustrationfrustration ofof aa desiredesire toto live;live; wewe 
valuevalue lifelife itself,itself, notnot justjust thethe qualityquality 
ofof life;life; andand ifif merelymerely havinghaving anan inter­inter­
estest providesprovides aa sufficientsufficient foundationfoundation 
forfor aa right,right, thenthen dogsdogs shouldshould havehave aa 
rightright toto vote,vote, sincesince theythey havehave anan 
interestinterest inin whowho winswins thethe election.election. II 
dodo notnot thth inkink anyany ofof thesethese objectionsobjections 
pointspoints towardtoward aa morallymorally seriousserious differ­differ­
enceence betweenbetween havinghaving andand takingtaking anan 
interestinterest inin something.something. 

IfIf thethe logicallogical oddityoddity ofof thethe misfor­misfor­
tutu nene ofof deathdeath isis thatthat "death"death removesremoves 
thethe subjectsubject ofof thethe harm,"harm," thenthen refer­refer­
ringring toto deathdeath frustratingfrustrating aa desiredesire toto 
livelive nono moremore meetsmeets thisthis problemproblem thanthan 
doesdoes referringreferring toto death'sdeath's eliminatingeliminating 
the·the· possibilitypossibility ofof thethe individual'sindividual's 
futufutu rere happihappi ness.ness. TheThe deceaseddeceased doesdoes 
notnot experienceexperience thethe frustrationfrustration ofof hishis 
desiredesire toto livelive anyany moremore thanthan hehe expe­expe­
riencesriences thethe lossloss ofof thethe happinesshappiness hehe 
mightmight havehave had.had. ParadoxicalParadoxical asas itit 
maymay atat firstfirst seem,seem, thethe subjectsubject ofof thethe 
misfortumisfortu nene ofof death,death, bebe thatthat construedconstrued 
asas thethe frustrationfrustration ofof aa desidesi rere oror thethe 
lossloss ofof futurefuture happiness,happiness, isis thethe liv­liv­
ing,ing, whowho suffersuffer thisthis misfortunemisfortune whenwhen 
theythey die.die. 

wouwou IdId notnot denydeny thatthat experienc­experienc­
ing,ing, especiallyespecially foreseeing,foreseeing, deathdeath asas 
thethe frustrationfrustration ofof categoricalcategorical desiresdesires 
maymay givegive anan emotionalemotional dimensiondimension toto 
deathdeath whichwhich isis lackinglacking inin otherother cases,cases, 
e.g.,e.g., thosethose ofof peoplepeople andand otherother ani­ani­
malsmals lackilacki ngng categoricalcategorical desidesi resres andand 
thosethose ofof individualsindividuals whowho diedie suddenlysuddenly 
andand unexpectedlyunexpectedly whilewhile unconsciousunconscious 
andand who,who, consequently,consequently, dodo notnot expe­expe­
riencerience theithei rr deathsdeaths atat all.all. However,However, 
argumentargument isis neededneeded toto showshow thatthat onlyonly 
whenwhen thisthis dimensiondimension isis presentpresent isis 
deathdeath aa misfortumisfortu nene andand lifelife toto bebe pro­pro­
tectedtected byby aa rightright toto life.life. 

PerhapsPerhaps Nelson'sNelson's secondsecond objection,objection, 
thatthat "it"it isis notnot merelymerely thethe qualityquality ofof 
lifelife thatthat wewe value,value, butbut lifelife itself,"itself," isis 
supposedsupposed toto provideprovide thatthat argument.argument. 
JustJust whatwhat "quality""quality" andand "life""life" referrefer 
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to,to, toto whatwhat degreedegree thethe latterlatter isis sepa­sepa­
rablerable fromfrom thethe former,former, whatwhat valuevalue thethe 
latterlatter hashas ifif distinguisheddistinguished fromfrom thethe 
former,former, andand whatwhat .moral.moral significancesignificance 
therethere isis toto thesethese distinctionsdistinctions areare somesome 
ofof thethe questionsquestions thatthat wouldwould havehave toto bebe 
answeredanswered beforebefore wewe cancan knowknow howhow 
muchmuch ofof anan argumentargument therethere isis here.here. 
ForFor thethe timetime being,being, letlet meme justjust 
observeobserve thatthat atat anan intuitiveintuitive levellevel II 
wouldwould agreeagree thatthat wewe valuevalue lifelife itself,itself, 
but,but, then,then, soso dodo virtuallyvirtually allall animals,animals, 
soso thatthat usingusing valuingvaluing lifelife itselfitself asas aa 
criterioncriterion forfor havinghaving aa rightright toto lifelife 
wouwou IdId notnot eveneven suggestsuggest thatthat suchsuch 
right-holdersright-holders niustniust bebe closelyclosely similarsimilar 
toto humans.humans. ViVi rtuallyrtually allall anan imalsimals 
respondrespond withwith greatgreat fearfear oror angeranger andand 
franticfrantic attemptsattempts toto escapeescape oror resistresist 
whenwhen theythey recognizerecognize theirtheir liveslives areare 
beingbeing threatened.threatened. SomeSome philosophersphilosophers 
rejectreject "blindly"blindly clingingclinging toto life"life" asas 
expressingexpressing thethe "valuing""valuing" ofof lifelife itself,itself, 
butbut II havehave arguedargued elsewhereelsewhere thatthat thisthis 
isis unjustifiedunjustified ("On("On BeingBeing MorallyMorally 
Expendable,"Expendable," EthicsEthics && AnimalsAnimals 111/3111/3 
(1982)).(1982)). SoSo intuitivelyintuitively itit wouldwould seemseem 
thatthat animalsanimals dodo taketake anan interestinterest inin lifelife 
itselfitself andand should,should, therefore,therefore, benefitbenefit 
fromfrom whateverwhatever moralmoral significancesignificance 
attachesattaches toto thatthat interest.interest. 

TurningTurning toto Nelson'sNelson's finalfinal objection,objection, 
thatthat basingbasing rightsrights onon justjust havinghaving 

interestsinterests wouldwould leadlead toto suchsuch absurdi­absurdi­
tiesties asas givinggiving dogsdogs thethe rightright toto vote,vote, 
hishis discussiondiscussion ofof thisthis casecase seemsseems notnot 
soso muchmuch aa reductionreduction toto absuabsu rdityrdity asas 
anan explanationexplanation ofof whywhy whatwhat hashas tradi­tradi­
tionallytionally andand unquestioninglyunquestioningly beenbeen 
labelledlabelled absurdabsurd isis reallyreally quitequite reason­reason­
ableable andand could,could, throughthrough thethe useuse ofof 
proxies,proxies, bebe carriedcarried outout intelligiblyintelligibly 
andand intelligently.intelligently. Indeed,Indeed, inin Califor­Califor­
niania wewe alreadyalready havehave twotwo animalanimal rightsrights 
politicalpolitical actionaction committees;committees; PAWACPAWAC andand 
ROAR,ROAR, whichwhich areare engagedengaged inin securingsecuring 
politicalpolitical powerpower forfor animalsanimals throughthrough 
humanhuman proxies.proxies. SinceSince wewe havehave tradi­tradi­
tionallytionally heldheld thatthat politicalpolitical institutionsinstitutions 
shoushou IdId bebe designeddesigned andand governedgoverned byby 
moralmoral values,values, wewe shouldshould expectexpect thatthat 
bringingbringing animalsanimals fromfrom thethe backwatersbackwaters 
intointo thethe mainstreammainstream ofof ouou I'I' moralitymorality 
willwill requirerequire revisionsrevisions inin ourour politicalpolitical 
institutionsinstitutions asas well.well. ThereThere isis nothingnothing 
inin herentlyherently absuabsu I'dI'd inin thth isis prospect,prospect, 
sincesince thethe politicalpolitical interestsinterests ofof animalsanimals 
cancan bebe representedrepresented andand protectedprotected byby 
competentcompetent humanhuman proxprox ies,ies, justjust asas thethe 
politicalpolitical interestsinterests ofof childrenchildren andand thethe 
mentallymentally infirminfirm areare currentlycurrently soso rep­rep­
resentedresented andand protected.protected. Conse­Conse­
quently,quently, II dodo notnot believebelieve thatthat II havehave 
"proven"proven tootoo much"much" byby arguing.arguing. thatthat 
oneone cancan havehave aa rightright toto somethingsomething hehe 
hashas anan interestinterest inin butbut isis incapableincapable ofof 
takingtaking anan interestinterest rn.rn. 

SteveSteve F.F. SapontzisSapontzis
 
CaliforniaCalifornia StateState University,University, Hayward

Hayward 

ReplyReply toto Sapontzis
Sapontzis 

(I(I NN RERE E&AE&A 111/4111/4 andand above,above, Nelson'sNelson's reply)
reviewreview andand Sapontzis'Sapontzis' reply) 

IInn mymy reviewreview ofof ProfessorProfessor Sapont­Sapont­
zis'zis' work,work, II suggestedsuggested that,that, eveneven ifif 
wewe werewere toto grantgrant thatthat animalsanimals 
virtuousvirtuous agents,agents, itit wouldwould notnot 
thatthat thethe moralmoral respectrespect duedue thatthat 
needneed bebe expressedexpressed inin extendingextending 

werewere 
followfollow 
vivi rtuertue 

themthem 

thethe rightsrights toto life,life, dignitydignity andand C\C\ ful­ful ­
fillingfilling life;life; itit wouldwould alsoalso needneed toto bebe 
shownshown thatthat thethe agentsagents stoodstood inin needneed 
ofof thosethose rights,rights, thatthat theythey hadhad inter­inter­
estsests whichwhich couldcould bebe protectedprotected andand 
furtheredfurthered byby thosethose rights.rights. InIn hishis 
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reply,reply, SapontzisSapontzis acceptsaccepts thisthis asas aa 
"third"third addendum"addendum" toto hishis meritorianism,meritorianism, 
butbut ifif therethere isis anyany implicationimplication thatthat mymy 
remarksremarks drovedrove himhim toto thisthis realization,realization, 
hehe isis susu relyrely beingbeing over-generous.over-generous. 
TheThe amountamount ofof hardhard thinkingthinking hehe hashas 
donedone onon thethe issueissue ofof animalanimal interestsinterests 
clearlyclearly indicatesindicates thatthat hehe isis awareaware thatthat 
hishis meritoriameritoria nn iismsm aa lonelone isis insins ufficientufficient 
toto securesecure thethe extentionextention ofof suchsuch rightsrights 
toto animals;animals; theythey mustmust notnot onlyonly 
deservedeserve them,them, theythey mustmust needneed themthem asas 
well.well. 

MyMy SUspICionSUspICion isis thatthat thethe meritori­meritori­
anismanism (sans(sans addenda)addenda) isis notnot onlyonly 
insufficient,insufficient, butbut unnecessaryunnecessary asas well.well. 
AsAs II indicatedindicated inin mymy review,review, II dodo notnot 
seesee thatthat itit isis requiredrequired toto undermineundermine 
thethe "logic"logic ofof prejudice",prejudice", and,and, further,further, 
II amam concernedconcerned aboutabout thethe implicationsimplications 
ofof regardingregarding fundamentalfundamental featuresfeatures ofof 
moralmoral statusstatus asas grantedgranted onon thethe basisbasis 
ofof goodgood behavior.behavior. IfIf Sapontzis·Sapontzis· hashas 
indeedindeed shownshown thatthat animalsanimals cancan bebe vir­vir­
tuous,tuous, thatthat isis aa significantsignificant resultresult inin 
itself;itself; butbut itit seemsseems toto meme irrelevantirrelevant toto 
questionsquestions aboutabout whatwhat isis owingowing toto themthem 
morally,morally, atat leastleast onon aa levellevel soso basicbasic asas 
isis occupiedoccupied byby thethe rightright toto life.life. 

OneOne reasonreason forfor thinkingthinking thisthis stemsstems 
fromfrom thethe viewview thatthat moralitymorality enjoinsenjoins usus 
toto showshow "equal"equal respectrespect toto equalequal inter­inter­
ests,"ests," bebe theythey ofof thethe justjust oror thethe 
unjust,unjust, ofof thethe humanhuman oror thethe animal.animal. 
ButBut thisthis isis anan elementelement ofof aa conse­conse­
quentialistquentialist ethicalethical framework,framework, withwith 
whwh ichich SapontzisSapontzis isis unsympathetic.unsympathetic. 
AnotherAnother isis simplysimply thethe fearfear thatthat ifif 
moralmoral statusstatus isis aa functionfunction ofof ourour 
behavior,behavior, fewfew ofof usus couldcould withwith muchmuch 
confidenceconfidence laylay claimclaim toto rights,rights, 
althoughalthough perhapsperhaps II shouldshould speakspeak forfor 
myselfmyself alonealone here.here. AA thth iirdrd isis thatthat 
thethe moralmoral statusstatus ofof thethe virtuesvirtues isis inin 
partpart derivedderived fromfrom morallymorally worthyworthy pro­pro­
jects.jects. ProfessorProfessor SapontzisSapontzis hashas force­force­
fullyfully arguedargued thatthat thethe differencesdifferences 
betweenbetween humanshumans andand animalsanimals inin suchsuch 
respectsrespects asas 'freedom''freedom' andand 'rationality''rationality' 
dodo notnot excludeexclude animalsanimals fromfrom thethe rangerange 
ofof moralmoral virtue.virtue. Admittedly,Admittedly, theythey areare 
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notnot moralmoral actors,actors, butbut thethe practicepractice ofof 
payingpaying moralmoral respectrespect toto GodGod aridarid toto 
thethe natunatu rallyrally wellwell disposeddisposed iiridicatesridicates 
thatthat beingbeing soso isis notnot aa necessarynecessary con­con­
ditiondition forfor havinghaving rights.rights. AndAnd inin hishis 
responseresponse hehe says.says. "An"An individualindividual whowho 
regularly,regularly, intentionallyintentionally diddid thethe rightright 
thingthing eveneven thoughthough hehe waswas notnot moti­moti­
vatedvated byby wantingwanting toto dodo thethe rightright 
thingthing wouldwould stillstill bebe morallymorally superiorsuperior 
toto anan individualindividual whowho diddid notnot eveneven dodo 
thethe rightright thing"thing" (p.(p. 4).4). 'Intentionally''Intentionally' 
herehere isis ambiguous.ambiguous. DoesDoes itit havehave 
somethingsomething ofof thethe forceforce ofof 'not'not byby mis­mis­
take'take' oror doesdoes itit meanmean 'understood'understood asas aa 
morallymorally goodgood action'?action'? IfIf thethe formerformer isis 
thethe properproper reading,reading, II justjust remainremain 
uu nconvincednconvinced thatthat thethe actionsactions rebourebou ndnd 
atat allall toto thethe creditcredit ofof thethe individual;individual; 
thisthis isis reallyreally thethe pointpoint ofof mymy machinemachine 
example.example. 

ButBut eveneven ifif wewe allowallow thatthat (some)(some) 
animalsanimals areare 'intensionally''intensionally' situatedsituated 
appropriatelyappropriately toto bebe virtuous,virtuous, aa prob­prob­
lemlem remairemai ns.ns. ViVi rtuesrtues aa rere thosethose traitstraits 
whichwhich areare conduciveconducive toto thethe attainmentattainment 
ofof somesome goodgood goal;goal; theythey derivederive moralmoral 
qualityquality fromfrom thethe worthinessworthiness ofof thethe 
projectsprojects toto whichwhich theythey contribute.contribute. 
So,So, humanhuman parentalparental concern,concern, forfor 
example,example, isis worthworth moralmoral approvalapproval 
becausebecause itit contributescontributes toto thethe develop­develop­
mentment ofof discerningdiscerning moralmoral agents,agents, whowho 
willwill strivestrive toto makemake thethe worldworld aa betterbetter 
place.place. TheThe correspondingcorresponding virtuevirtue inin 
animalsanimals isis ofof lessless worth,worth, sincesince itit doesdoes 
notnot havehave thethe samesame goals.goals. 

AA replyreply toto thisthis isis thatthat eveneven ifif 
therethere isis aa differencedifference inin moralmoral qualityquality 
ofof humanhuman vs.vs. animalanimal virtue,virtue, itit isis notnot 
sufficientsufficient toto justifyjustify anyany differencedifference inin 
thethe rightsrights wewe attributeattribute toto them.them. TheThe 
supportsupport forfor thisthis wouldwould comecome fromfrom ourour 
attributionattribution ofof moralmoral statusstatus toto thethe nat­nat­
urallyurally well-disposed,well-disposed, i.e.,i.e., thosethose whowho 
actact virtuouslyvirtuously butbut notnot withwith anyany 
thoughtthought ofof strivistrivi ngng towatowa rdrd aa betterbetter 
world.world. ButBut thisthis responseresponse overlooksoverlooks 
thatthat itit isis notnot ouou rr understandingunderstanding ofof 
ouou rr vivi rtuesrtues thatthat alonealone givesgives themthem 
theirtheir quality,quality, butbut whatwhat theythey inin factfact 
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contributecontribute to.to. IfIf animal'sanimal's virtuesvirtues 
contributecontribute toto projectsprojects ofof lessless moralmoral 
worthworth thanthan dodo humanhuman virtues,virtues, theythey 
areare lessless worthy.worthy. Hence,Hence, Sapontzis'Sapontzis' 
argumentargument thatthat virtuevirtue isis aa necessarynecessary 
conditioncondition forfor moralmoral respect,respect, andand thatthat 
therethere areare nono validvalid "intensional""intensional" rea­rea­
sonssons forfor denyingdenying rightsrights toto animalsanimals 
maymay actuallyactually leaveleave themthem inin aa sortsort ofof 
moralmoral limbo.limbo. ForFor thethe "extensional""extensional" 
elementelement (so(so toto speak)speak) ofof virtue--thevirtue--the 
projectproject aimedaimed at--isat--is significantlysignificantly dif­dif­
ferent.ferent. ThisThis leavesleaves animalsanimals withwith aa 
sortsort ofof "second-class""second-class" virtue,virtue, thethe 
implicationsimplications ofof whichwhich areare unclear.unclear. 

ItIt mightmight stillstill bebe maintainedmaintained thatthat thethe 
veryvery presencepresence ofof animalanimal virtuevirtue callscalls 
forfor moralmoral respectrespect tenderedtendered inin thethe formform 
ofof aa rightright toto life;life; allall thatthat wouldwould havehave 
toto bebe admitted.admitted. isis that,that, inin conflictconflict 
situations,situations, thethe lifelife ofof aa humanhuman isis toto 
bebe preferredpreferred toto thethe lifelife ofof aa non-hu­non-hu­
man,man, andand thisthis isis generallygenerally allowedallowed 
(some(some complicationscomplications mightmight ensueensue ifif 
meritoriansmeritorians werewere asas kedked toto choosechoose 
betweenbetween aa .. faithlessfaithless personperson andand aa 
faithfulfaithful dog,dog, II suppose).suppose). ThisThis posi­posi­
tion,tion, however,however, needsneeds anan argument.argument. 
Or,Or, itit couldcould bebe heldheld thatthat virtuesvirtues areare 
intrinsically,intrinsically, ratherrather thanthan instrumen­instrumen­
tallytally valuable;valuable; itit wouldwould bebe interestinginteresting 
toto seesee thisthis positionposition workedworked outout too.too. 
InIn anyany eventevent II amam notnot convincedconvinced thatthat 
oneone needsneeds toto bebe virtuous--orvirtuous--or eveneven 
minimallyminimally decent--indecent--in orderorder toto enjoyenjoy 
basicbasic rights.rights. ItIt seemsseems toto meme thatthat 
vivi rtuertue isis veryvery lala rgelyrgely itsits ownown 
reward--itreward--it maymay entitleentitle itsits possessorpossessor toto 
thethe statusstatus ofof moralmoral exemplar,exemplar, toto 
praise,praise, andand perhapsperhaps toto somesome kindkind ofof 
"non-basic""non-basic" respect,respect, butbut itit isis notnot aa 
necessarynecessary conditioncondition forfor suchsuch basicbasic 
moralmoral respectrespect asas isis expressedexpressed inin thethe 
rightright toto life.life. 

WhatWhat isis necessanecessa ry-ry- -and-and II tendtend toto 
thinkthink sl,Jfficient,sl,Jfficient, asas well--iswell--is thatthat deathdeath 
somehowsomehow bebe aa haha rmrm toto itsits 'victim.''victim.' 
ThTh isis isis anan extremelyextremely complexcomplex issue.issue. 
InIn mymy review,review, II indicatedindicated thatthat II waswas 
unsatisfied,unsatisfied, onon EpicureanEpicurean grounds,grounds, 
withwith Sapontzis'Sapontzis' accountaccount ofof thethe wayway inin 
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whichwhich deathdeath isis aa harm,harm, andand suggestedsuggested 
thatthat aa Tooley-styleTooley-style analysis--theanalysis--the harmharm 
ofof deathdeath residingresiding inin itsits frustratingfrustrating 
ourour desiredesire toto continuecontinue existingexisting asas aa 
subjectsubject ofof experience--mightexperience--might dodo usus 
better.better. Understandably,Understandably, givengiven thethe 
vaguenessvagueness ofof mymy remarksremarks there,there, Pro­Pro­
fessorfessor SapontzisSapontzis can'tcan't findfind anyany meritmerit 
toto this:this: wouldn'twouldn't death.death. removeremove thethe 
subjectsubject ofof thethe frustrationfrustration inin mymy 
accouaccou nt,nt, eveneven asas itit removesremoves thethe sub­sub­
jectject ofof thethe lossloss ofof happiness,happiness, onon his?his? 

LetLet meme trytry toto bebe aa bitbit clearer.clearer. II 
wantwant toto suggestsuggest thatthat therethere isis aa moralmoral 
reasonreason forfor notnot kiki IIII iingng aa personperson thatthat 
maymay notnot obtainobtain forfor non-personnon-person ani­ani­
mals.mals. PersonsPersons generallygenerally cherishcherish lifelife 
andand desiredesire toto gogo onon living;living; non-per­non-per­
sons--isons--i .e..e. thosethose whowho lacklack aa reflexivereflexive 
consciousness--doconsciousness--do not.not. IInsofarnsofar asas II 
shouldshould respectrespect youryour desiresdesires concern­concern­
inging yourself,yourself, II oughtought notnot toto killkill you.you. 

ThereThere aa rere aa numbernumber ofof possiblepossible 
responsesresponses toto this.this. OneOne isis toto notenote 
thatthat manymany non-humansnon-humans maymay wellwell havehave 
reflexivereflexive consciousness--\consciousness--\ believebelieve thatthat 
thatthat isis inin factfact thethe case,case, andand amam ready.ready. 
toto acceptaccept thethe moralmoral consequences.consequences. 
AnotherAnother wouldwould bebe toto point,point, asas Sapont­Sapont­
ziszis does,does, toto thethe tenacitytenacity withwith whichwhich 
animalsanimals inin generalgeneral clingcling toto life,life, 
whetherwhether theythey aa rere reflexivelyreflexively consciousconscious 
oror not.not. II thinkthink aa responseresponse mightmight bebe 
mademade toto thisthis position,position, butbut II willwill notnot 
attemptattempt toto dodo soso here.here. TheThe objectionobjection 
thatthat troublestroubles meme mostmost isis thatthat thisthis 
analysisanalysis isis tootoo weakweak toto bearbear thethe 
weightweight putput onon it.it. ForFor eveneven grantinggranting 
aa generalgeneral intenseintense desiredesire toto continuecontinue toto 
live,live, givengiven mymy premises,premises, suchsuch desiresdesires 
seemseem groundless;groundless; therethere is,is, afterafter all,all, 
nothnoth inging forfor anyoneanyone toto fear.fear. OughtOught wewe 
bebe asas inhibitedinhibited inin contraveningcontravening 
desidesi resres basedbased onon misconceptionsmisconceptions asas wewe 
areare desidesi resres thatthat havehave aa goodgood founda­founda­
tion?tion? IfIf not,not, thisthis extremelyextremely funda­funda­
mentalmental rightright wouldwould appearappear toto restrest onon aa 
prettypretty weawea kk reed.reed. 

FuFu rther,rther, onon thth isis view,view, whilewhile killkill iingng 
maymay bebe anan offenseoffense againstagainst thethe victimvictim 
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itit stillstill doesdoes notnot harmharm them,them, atat leastleast inin havehave 
whatwhat wouldwould seemseem toto bebe thethe centralcentral therethere 
sense--itsense--it doesdoes notnot makemake themthem worseworse case.case. 
off.off. ItIt showsshows deathdeath toto bebe aa harmharm withwith 
onlyonly inin thethe sensesense thatthat toto bebe wrongedwronged effected,effected, thenthen thethe lossloss ofof happinesshappiness 
isis toto bebe harmed,harmed, andand thisthis invitesinvites thethe occasionedoccasioned byby deathdeath doesdoes notnot wrongwrong 
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furtherfurther responseresponse thatthat beingbeing depriveddeprived thethe victim.victim. 
ofof furtherfurther happinesshappiness isis toto bebe 
wronged,wronged, eveneven ifif notnot harmed,harmed, asas well.well. ThisThis isis notnot thethe placeplace toto attemptattempt toto 
ButBut suchsuch aa responseresponse wouldwould havehave forceforce fullyfully workwork outout thethe intricaciesintricacies ofof thisthis 
onon IyIy ifif 'the'the happihappi nessness BB wouwou IdId havehave issue.issue. II remainremain persuaded,persuaded, though,though, 
had'had' hashas thethe samesame significancesignificance whenwhen itit thatthat aa properproper analysisanalysis ofof thethe sensesense inin 
isis deathdeath thatthat deprivesdeprives BB asas whenwhen itit whichwhich deathdeath adverselyadversely effectseffects thethe 
is,is, say,say, ignoranceignorance oror illness.illness. II thinkthink interestsinterests ofof itsits victimsvictims isis aa keykey toto 
thethe differencedifference isis that,that, inin thethe latterlatter determiningdetermining thethe charactercharacter andand thethe 
cases,cases, BB maymay wellwell taketake oror havehave anan scopescope ofof thethe rightright toto life.life. 
interestinterest inin thethe happinesshappiness thatthat mightmight 
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