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Department Major(s) 

Agribusiness • Agricultural Business 

Agricultural Education and Communication 
•  Agricultural  Communication 
•  Agricultural  Science 

Animal Science 
•  Animal  Science 
•  Dairy  Science 

BioResource and Agricultural Engineering 
•  Agricultural  Systems Management 
•  BioResource  and  Agricultural Engineering 

Food Science and Nutrition 
• Food Science 
•  Nutrition  

Horticulture and Crop Science 
•  Agricultural  and Environmental Plant 

Sciences 

Natural Resources Management and 
Environmental Sciences 

•  Environmental  Earth Science 
•  Environmental  Management and Protection 
•  Environmental  Soil Science 
•  Forestry  and Natural Resources 

Recreation, Parks and 
Tourism Administration 

•  Recreation,  Parks, and Tourism 
Administration 

Wine and Viticulture • Wine and Viticulture 
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Early Information Literacy Initiatives
 

Library 
Orientation 

Senior Project 
Workshops 

Ad Hoc Course 
Instruction 
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From:
 
Fabbi, J. (2014, October 16‐17). Creating context for information literacy: Best practices for learning and assessment.
 
Presented at the Retreat on Core Competencies: Critical Thinking and Information Literacy, WASC Senior College and
 
University Commission, Oakland, CA.
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Defining Information Literacy
 

Information literacy is the set of skills needed to be 
an effective researcher, consumer, and producer of 

information and includes the ability to: 

State the 
information 
needed 

Locate the 
information 

needed using a 
source suitable to 
both the situation 
and the need 

Evaluate the 
information 
and its source 
using critical 
thinking 

Ethically use and 
effectively 

incorporate and 
synthesize the 
information in 
the context of 

the need 

Understand the 
economic, legal, 

and social 
implications of 
accessing and 

using information 
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Collaboration with CAFES
 

College 

Academic 
Departments 

Course 
Instructors 

• Dean’s  Council 
• Instructional 
Effectiveness Committee 

• Chairs/Heads 
• Faculty  Meetings 
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Developing Learning Outcomes
 

What skills and proficiencies 
do we want students to have 
by the time they graduate? 

What skills and proficiencies 
will students need to succeed 
in their chosen careers and to 

be informed citizens? 
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Connecting the ACRL Framework for IL
 

Information 
Creation as 
Process 

Distinguish the 
characteristics of a 
review article and a 
research article and 

explain the 
differences between 
them in order to 
identify each type. 

Research as 
Inquiry 

Use critical thinking 
skills in identifying 
and reading the 

scientific literature in 
order to determine 

relevance and 
usefulness for your 

topic. 

Scholarship as 
Conversation 

Formulate a narrow 
topic appropriate to 
maternal and child 

nutrition. 

Use a review article to 
refine your topic 

Example: FSN 310 – Maternal and Child Nutrition
 

Searching as 
Strategic 

Exploration 

Search the scholarly 
literature on a narrow 
topic in order to find 
and retrieve relevant 

articles. 

Use a review article to 
identify additional 
sources relevant to 

the topic. 

Locate a known article 
using Google Scholar. 
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Sequencing Information Literacy
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Scaffolding Information Literacy
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Assessment of Student Learning 
“Assessment is the ongoing process of: 
– Establishing clear, measurable expected 

outcomes of student learning 
– Ensuring that students have sufficient 

opportunities to achieve those 
outcomes 

– Systematically gathering, analyzing, and 
interpreting evidence to determine how 
well student learning matches our
expectations 

– Using the resulting information to 
understand and improve student 
learning”(Suskie, 2009, p. 4). 

From:
 
Suskie, L. A. (2009). Assessing student learning: A common sense guide. San Francisco, CA: Jossey‐Bass.
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Direct Assessment 

Reflection 
Examples: research diary or writer’s memo 

Performance Tasks 
Example: problem‐or inquiry‐based learning 

activity 

Signature Assignments 
Examples: major course research project or 

writing assignment 

Capstones 
Example: Senior Project 

Indirect Assessment 

Surveys 
Example: student self‐

assessments 

Grades 
Example: assignment scores 

Graduation Rates 
Example: 4‐year graduation 

rates 
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Planning and Communication Tools
 

• Facilitates communication 
between librarian and instructor 
(and department) 

Instruction 
Planning 
Worksheet 

• Facilitates communication 
between librarian and students 

• Emphasizes intentionality 

Information 
Literacy 
Syllabus 
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Reality Check 
Highly collaborative 

Programmatic 
IL 

Librarian 

Instructors Departments 

Administrators 

Perfect 

Time‐intensive 

Don’t let perfect get in the way of good! 
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Conclusions 

• One size doesn’t fit all! 
– Build a program that meets and adapts to your 

institutional and curricular needs 
• Learn all you can about assessment 

– Extensive guidance and support is available
 

– Look “outside the library” 
• It takes extensive time and cooperation 
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Questions?
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