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ARTICLES�ARTICLES 

OnOn BeingBeing MorallyMorally ExpendableExpendable 

Inevitably,Inevitably, assessingassessing thethe moralmoral 
valuevalue ofof lifelife seemsseems toto leaveleave usus stuckstuck 
betweenbetween aa rockrock andand aa hardhard place.place. IfIf 
wewe holdhold thatthat lifelife isis intrinsicallyintrinsically valua­valua­
ble,ble, thatthat commitscommits usus toto respectingrespecting 
plantsplants andand parameciaparamecia asas endsends inin them­them­
selvesselves andand toto explainingexplaining howhow thethe 
changechange fromfrom organicorganic toto inorganicinorganic isis inin 
andand ofof itselfitself aa moralmoral loss.loss. ThatThat evalu­evalu­
ationation seemsseems exaggerated,exaggerated, andand whowho 
knowsknows howhow eveneven toto beginbegin toto explainexplain 
thethe intrinsicintrinsic moralmoral superioritysuperiority ofof thethe 
organicorganic toto thethe inorganic!inorganic! OnOn thethe 
otherother hand,hand, ifif lifelife isis valuablevaluable onlyonly asas 
aa necessarynecessary conditioncondition forfor other,other, mor­mor­
allyally significantsignificant goods,goods, suchsuch asas happi­happi­
nessness oror conscientiousconscientious action,action, itit followsfollows 
thatthat thethe takingtaking ofof lifelife isis morallymorally sig­sig­
nificantnificant onlyonly wherewhere itit affectsaffects thethe 
amouamou ntnt ofof oror opportuopportu nn itiesities forfor thesethese 
goods.goods. ThisThis conclusionconclusion isis objection­objection­
ableable becausebecause itit seemsseems toto leaveleave thethe 
individual'sindividual's lifelife morallymorally insignificantinsignificant 
andand unprotected:unprotected: asas longlong asas hehe willwill bebe 
replacedreplaced byby anan (at(at least)least) equallyequally 
happyhappy oror conscientiousconscientious individualindividual 
whenwhen hehe isis killed,killed, itit wouldwould seemseem toto bebe 
morallymorally indifferentindifferent whetherwhether hehe isis 
allowedallowed toto continuecontinue hishis lifelife oror whetherwhether 
hehe isis killedkilled andand replaced.replaced. 

SinceSince II agreeagree thatthat thethe rockrock isis aa 
rock--thatrock--that is,is, II knowknow ofof nono reasonreason toto 
believebelieve thatthat thethe organic·organic· isis inin andand ofof 
itselfitself morallymorally moremore valuablevaluable thanthan thethe 
inorganic--theinorganic--the pointpoint ofof thisthis paperpaper willwill 
bebe toto showshow thatthat thethe hardhard placeplace isis 
softersofter thanthan itit looks.looks. ToTo dodo thisthis II 
want,want, first,first, brieflybriefly toto indicateindicate howhow 
limitedlimited thethe practicalpractical consequencesconsequences ofof 
thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument are.are. 11 

Then,Then, onon thethe theoreticaltheoretical side,side, II wantwant 
toto showshow thatthat thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argu­argu­
mentment doesdoes notnot workwork fromfrom allall standard,standard, 
generalgeneral moralmoral viewpoiviewpoi ntsnts andand thatthat anan 
argumentargument recentlyrecently putput forwardforward byby 
PeterPeter Singer,Singer, amongamong others,others, toto thethe 

effecteffect thatthat utilitariansutilitarians mustmust acceptaccept thethe 
replaceabilreplaceabil ityity argumentargument isis fallacious.fallacious. 
Thus,Thus, thethe pointpoint ofof thisthis paperpaper isis notnot 
toto proveprove thatthat thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argu­argu­
mentment commitscommits somesome logicallogical blunder',blunder', forfor 
itit doesdoes not;not; rather,rather, thethe mainmain pointpoint ofof 
thisthis paperpaper isis thatthat thethe replaceabilityreplaceability 
argumentargument requirequi resres certaicertai nn presump­presump­
tionstions concerningconcerning moralmoral worth,worth, thatthat notnot 
allall credible,credible, generalgeneral moralmoral viewpointsviewpoints 
makemake thethe requiredrequired assumptions,assumptions, andand 
thatthat therethere areare eveneven crediblecredible formsforms ofof 
utilitarianismutilitarianism whichwhich dodo notnot makemake thethe 
requirequi redred assumptions.assumptions. Consequently,Consequently, 
eveneven ifif wewe agreeagree thatthat lifelife isis morallymorally 
valuablevaluable onlyonly asas aa necessarynecessary conditioncondition 
forfor otherother goods,goods, wewe areare notnot stuckstuck 
withwith thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. 

FiFi rstrst ofof aa II,II, eveneven thosethose ofof usus whowho 
workwork inin thethe cloudsclouds shouldshould bebe awareaware 
thatthat justjust aboutabout thethe onlyonly current,current, rou­rou­
titi nene kiki lIinglIing ofof anan imalsimals whwh ichich thethe 
replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument wouldwould eveneven bebe 
relevantrelevant toto justifyingjustifying isis thatthat involvedinvolved 
inin thethe takingtaking ofof somesome animalsanimals bred,bred, 
raised,raised, andand moremore oror lessless relea::;edrelea::;ed toto 
bebe gamegame animals.animals. TheThe replar~eabilityreplar~eability 

argumentargument cannotcannot bebe usedused toto justifyjustify 
thethe killingkilling ofof wildwild animals,.animals,. becausebecause byby 
andand largelarge (i)(i) theythey wouldwould havehave existedexisted 
whetherwhether oror notnot wewe hadhad anan interestinterest inin 
killingkilling them,them, (ii)(ii) wewe dodo notnot dodo any­any­
thingthing toto replacereplace thethe onesones wewe kill,kill, andand 
(iii)(iii) itit isis notnot necessarynecessary thatthat thethe wildwild 
animalsanimals wewe killkill diedie inin orderorder thatthat thethe 
onesones whichwhich replacereplace themthem mightmight live.live. 
NorNor cancan thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument bebe 
usedused toto justifyjustify thethe killingkilling ofof mostmost 
domesticateddomesticated animalsanimals oror animalsanimals bredbred 
andand raisedraised inin captivity,captivity, e.e. g.,g., forfor lab­lab­
oratoryoratory use.use. ThisThis isis becausebecause mostmost ofof 
thesethese animalsanimals dodo notnot leadlead aa lifelife worthworth 
living.living. EvenEven whenwhen notnot inin pain,pain, mostmost 
animalsanimals raisedraised forfor slaughterslaughter oror bredbred 
forfor laboratorylaboratory useuse leadlead frustrated,frustrated, 
boringboring liveslives whichwhich fallfall farfar shortshort ofof 
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thethe qualityquality ofof lifelife whichwhich givesgives beingbeing 
alivealive itsits moralmoral value.value. Consequently,Consequently, 
althoughalthough thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument 
providesprovides anan intriguingintriguing puzzlepuzzle forfor 
moralmoral philosophersphilosophers toto ponder,ponder, itit isis ofof 
littlelittle toto nono consequenceconsequence asas aa justifica­justifica­
tiontion forfor ourour currentcurrent treatmenttreatment ofof ani­ani­
mals.mals. 

TurningTurning toto thethe puzzle,puzzle, itsits solutionsolution 
dependsdepends onon twotwo things:things: whatwhat isis thethe 
goodgood thatthat givesgives moralmoral valuevalue toto life,life, 
andand whatwhat isis thethe relationrelation ofof individual­individual­
ityity toto thatthat good?2good?2 RatherRather thanthan trytry toto 
resolveresolve long-standinglong-standing moralmoral disputesdisputes 
inin orderorder toto answeranswer thethe firstfirst ofof thesethese 
questions,questions, II proposepropose simplysimply toto layoutlayout 
sixsix moremore oror lessless standardstandard answersanswers toto 
thatthat question.question. II shallshall thenthen considerconsider 
howhow importantimportant oror unimportantunimportant individ­individ­
ualityuality isis fromfrom eacheach ofof thesethese sixsix moralmoral 
viewpoints.viewpoints. 

TheThe firstfirst twotwo ofof thesethese viewpointsviewpoints 
concernconcern autonomyautonomy andand thethe beliefbelief thatthat 
autonomyautonomy meritsmerits ourour respect.respect. KantKant 
arguedargued thatthat autonomousautonomous individualsindividuals 
shouldshould bebe treatedtreated asas endsends inin them­them­
selvesselves becausebecause autonomyautonomy isis aa neces­neces­
sarysary conditioncondition forfor thethe possibilitypossibility ofof 
morality.morality. 33 TheThe ideaidea herehere isis thatthat sincesince 
moralitymorality isis intrinsicallyintrinsically good,good, thethe 
sourcesource ofof moralitymorality shouldshould bebe respectedrespected 
asas anan intrinsicintrinsic good.good. So,So, asas longlong asas 
anan individualindividual capablecapable ofof rightright andand 
wrongwrong isis innocentinnocent ofof crime,crime, hehe hashas 
earnedearned ourour unqualifiedunqualified respect.respect. 

TheThe secondsecond autonomy-basedautonomy-based moralmoral 
viewpointviewpoint II wishwish toto considerconsider isis ofof 
moremore \'ecent\'ecent vintagevintage andand isis summarizedsummarized 
inin thsths popularpopular sloganslogan "we"we don'tdon't havehave 
aa ri3htri3ht toto forceforce ourour valuesvalues ontoonto oth­oth­
ers.ers. "" TheThe ideaidea herehere isis thatthat ifif anan 
individualindividual isis capablecapable ofof valuingvaluing thingsthings 
forfor himself,himself, thenthen hehe shouldshould bebe allowedallowed 
toto dodo soso andand toto pursuepursue hishis ownown valuesvalues 
(as(as longlong asas doingdoing soso isis notnot unfairlyunfairly 
injuriousinjurious toto otherother independentindependent 
valuers).valuers). ThisThis ideaidea ofof autonomy,autonomy, 
i.e.,i.e., beingbeing anan independentindependent sourcesource ofof 
evaluations,evaluations, differsdiffers fromfrom thethe KantianKantian 
concflptionconcflption ofof autonomyautonomy asas thethe abilityability 

toto recognizerecognize moralmoral values.values. 

ThatThat independentindependent valuersvaluers shouldshould bebe 
respectedrespected hashas beenbeen aa fundamentalfundamental 
presumptionpresumption ofof manymany naturalnatural rightsrights 
andand egoisticegoistic moralmoral philosophies,philosophies, andand itit 
hashas becomebecome particularlyparticularly importantimportant inin 
recentrecent workwork inin medicalmedical ethics,ethics, wherewhere 
itit underliesunderlies manymany argumentsarguments forfor 
patients'patients' rights.rights. ThisThis moralmoral outlookoutlook 
waswas alsoalso adoptedadopted byby TomTom ReganRegan inin aa 
recentrecent argumentargument concerningconcerning animalanimal 
rights:rights: .. 

TheThe suggestionsuggestion beforebefore us,us, 
then,then, isis thatthat allall butbut thethe ii rre­rre­
versiblyversibly comatosecomatose havehave inher­inher­
entent valuevalue becausebecause allall thesethese 
humanshumans havehave aa lifelife whichwhich isis ofof 
moremore oror lessless positivepositive oror neg­neg­
ativeative valuevalue forfor them,them, andand thisthis 
logicallylogically independentlyindependently ofof 
whetherwhether theythey (the(the humanshumans inin 
question)question) areare valuedvalued byby anyoneanyone 
else.else. Here,Here, therefore,therefore, wewe 
havehave aa wayway ofof illuminatingilluminating whywhy 
itit wouldwould bebe wrongwrong toto treattreat 
thesethese humanshumans merelymerely asas aa 
means.means. ThisThis wouldwould bebe wrongwrong 
becausebecause itit wouldwould failfail toto 
acknowledgeacknowledge andand respectrespect thethe 
factfact thatthat theythey areare thethe subjectssubjects 
ofof aa lifelife whosewhose valuevalue isis logic­logic­
allyally independentindependent ofof anyany otherother 
being'sbeing's takingtaking anan interestinterest inin 
it.it. Thus,Thus, inin treatingtreating thesethese 
humanshumans merelymerely asas meansmeans oneone 
treatstreats themthem asas ifif theirtheir valuevalue 
waswas logicallylogically dependentdependent onon 
theirtheir answeringanswering toto thethe needs,needs, 
purposes,purposes, etc.,etc., ofof others,others, 
whenwhen inin fact,fact, they,they, asas thethe 
subjectssubjects ofof aa moremore oror lessless goodgood 
life,life, havehave valuevalue thatthat isis logic­logic­
allyally independentindependent ofof theirtheir beingbeing 
valuedvalued asas aa meansmeans byby anyoneanyone 
else.else. 44 

II havehave yetyet toto seesee aa convincingconvincing defensedefense 
ofof thethe ideaidea thatthat becausebecause anan individualindividual 
isis capablecapable ofof makingmaking hishis ownown evalua­evalua­
tionstions wewe oughtought toto permitpermit himhim toto dodo 
so--althoughso--although somesome defensedefense inin termsterms ofof 
thethe "do"do onlyonly thatthat whichwhich youyou cancan willwill 
asas aa universaluniversal law"law" formform ofof thethe 
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categoricalcategorical imperativeimperative seemsseems possible­possible­
butbut itsits widewide acceptanceacceptance inin currentcurrent 
moralmoral philosophy,philosophy, bothboth professionalprofessional 
andand popular,popular, seemsseems beyondbeyond question.question. ss 

I.I. shallshall labellabel thethe fifi rstrst ofof thesethese 
autonomy-basedautonomy-based moralmoral outlooksoutlooks "the"the 
Kantian-autonomyKantian-autonomy view"view" andand thethe sec­sec­
ondond varietyvariety "the"the independent-valuerindependent-valuer 

.. "" view.view. 

TheThe remainingremaining fourfour moralmoral outlooksoutlooks 
onon whatwhat givesgives lifelife valuevalue areare allall formsforms 
ofof utilitarianism.utilitarianism. II propose,propose, followingfollowing 
PeterPeter SingerSinger here,here, toto dividedivide utilitari­utilitari­
anismanism intointo classicalclassical vs.vs. preferencepreference 
theoriestheories andand totaltotal viewview vs.vs. priorprior 
existenceexistence theories.theories. 66 ClassicalClassical utilita­utilita­
rianismrianism commandscommands usus toto dodo thatthat whichwhich 
willwill maximizemaximize happiness,happiness, whilewhile prefer­prefer­
enceence utilitarianismutilitarianism commandscommands usus toto dodo 
thatthat whichwhich willwill accord,accord, asas farfar asas pos­pos­
sible,sible, withwith thethe preferencespreferences ofof thosethose toto 
bebe affectedaffected byby ouou rr action.action. TheseThese twotwo 
formsforms ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism areare differentdifferent 
becausebecause individualsindividuals maymay notnot (e.g.,(e.g., 
duedue toto ignorance)ignorance) preferprefer thatthat whichwhich 
wouldwould maximizemaximize happinesshappiness andand becausebecause 
oneone maymay preferprefer somethingsomething (e.g.,(e.g., life)life) 
thethe lossloss ofof whichwhich wouldwould notnot occasionoccasion 
unpleasantunpleasant feelings.feelings. TheThe totaltotal viewview 
formform ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism commandscommands usus toto 
maximizemaximize thethe amountamount ofof utilitarianutilitarian goodgood 
inin thethe world,world, whilewhile thethe priorprior existenceexistence 
viewview commandscommands usus toto maximizemaximize thatthat 
goodgood forfor thethe beingsbeings alreadyalready inin thethe 
world.world. TheThe differencedifference betweenbetween thesethese 
twotwo formsforms ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism isis thatthat thethe 
former,former, butbut notnot thethe latter,latter, requirequi resres 
directdirect concernconcern forfor thethe preferencespreferences oror 
happinesshappiness ofof unbornunborn individualsindividuals oror 
generations.generations. OnOn thethe priorprior existenceexistence 
view,view, thethe futufutu rere interestsinterests ofof thethe 
unbornunborn maymay havehave toto bebe takentaken intointo 
account,account, butbut onlyonly insofarinsofar asas thethe pros­pros­
pectpect ofof theithei rr fufu IfiIfi IImentIIment oror frufru strationstration 
affectsaffects thethe preferencespreferences oror happinesshappiness 
ofof cucu rrentlyrrently existingexisting individuals.individuals. 

CombiningCombining thesethese twotwo distinctionsdistinctions 
yieldsyields fourfour versionsversions ofof utilitarianism:utilitarianism: 
thethe preference-totalpreference-total view,view, thethe prefer­prefer­
ence-priorence-prior existenceexistence view,view, thethe 
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classical-priorclassical-prior existenceexistence view,view, andand thethe 
classical-totalclassical-total view.view. 

Now,Now, howhow doesdoes individualityindividuality farefare 
whenwhen measuredmeasured byby thesethese sixsix differentdifferent 
waysways ofof establishingestablishing moralmoral value?value? 
FromFrom thethe Kantian-autonomyKantian-autonomy perspec­perspec­
tive,tive, thethe onlyonly formsforms ofof lifelife whichwhich 
meritmerit ourour moralmoral respectrespect areare thosethose 
whichwhich areare capablecapable ofof moralmoral action,action, andand 
individualsindividuals withwith thisthis capacitycapacity meritmerit 
ourour respectrespect soso longlong asas theythey areare inno­inno­
centcent ofof cr.ime.cr.ime. TheThe KantianKantian imperativeimperative 
toto treattreat nono manman asas aa meansmeans merelymerely isis 
notnot aa commandcommand toto maximizemaximize the·the· numbernumber 
ofof conscientiousconscientious agentsagents inin thethe world;world; 
rather,rather, itit assertsasserts thatthat thosethose withwith thethe 
capacitycapacity forfor recognizingrecognizing andand doingdoing 
rightright andand wrongwrong (and(and whowho areare inin no­no­
centcent ofof wrong)wrong) therebythereby meritmerit ouou rr 
respect.respect. InIn thethe casecase ofof individualsindividuals 
whowho havehave hadhad thethe opportunityopportunity toto dodo 
wrongwrong butbut havehave notnot donedone so--whichso--which isis 
thethe paradigmparadigm casecase here--thishere--this expres­expres­
sionsion ofof goodgood moralmoral chacha racterracter maymay bebe 
saidsaid toto havehave "earned""earned" thesethese individu­individu­
alsals ourour respect.respect. JustJust asas aa hardhard 
workerworker hashas earnedearned hishis wage,wage, soso some­some­
oneone ofof goodgood moralmoral charactercharacter hashas 
earnedearned thethe rightright toto bebe happy,happy, andand inin 
thisthis world,world, atat least,least, othersothers mustmust 
respectrespect thethe moralmoral individual'sindividual's desires,desires, 
wants,wants, needs,needs, etc.,etc., andand hishis attemptsattempts 
toto fulfillfulfill them,them, ifif hehe isis toto achieveachieve thethe 
happinesshappiness toto whichwhich hehe isis entitled.entitled. 
AmongAmong thesethese needsneeds (as(as fafa rr asas wewe 
know),know), isis thethe needneed toto bebe alivealive inin 
orderorder toto experienceexperience happiness.happiness. So,So, 
althoughalthough killingkilling oneone individalindividal ofof goodgood 
moralmoral charactercharacter (or(or withwith thethe capacitycapacity 
forfor it)it) andand replacingreplacing himhim withwith anotheranother 
(e.(e. g.,g., slayingslaying oneone normalnormal humanhuman 
infantinfant andand replacingreplacing itit withwith another)another) 
wouldwould notnot reducereduce thethe amountamount ofof 
(capacity(capacity for)for) goodgood moralmoral charactercharacter inin 
thethe world,world, itit wouldwould deprivedeprive thethe slainslain 
individualindividual ofof whatwhat hehe isis duedue onon thethe 
basisbasis ofof hishis (capacity(capacity for)for) goodgood moralmoral 
character.character. Thus,Thus, thethe Kantian-Cluton­Kantian-Cluton­
omyomy viewview protectsprotects thethe individualindividual 
againstagainst thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument 
becausebecause itit commandscommands usus toto respectrespect thethe 
rightright toto happinesshappiness ofof thosethose withwith thethe 
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capacitycapacity toto recognizerecognize andand actact onon moralmoral 
values,values, whilewhile slayingslaying suchsuch anan individ­individ­
ualual wouldwould (for(for allall wewe know)know) deprivedeprive 
himhim ofof thatthat toto whichwhich hehe isis entitled.entitled. 

ItIt maymay bebe thoughtthought thatthat allall thisthis isis 
irrelevantirrelevant toto thethe mattermatter atat hand,hand, thethe 
moralmoral permissibilitypermissibility ofof killingkilling andand 
replacingreplacing non-humannon-human animals,animals, sincesince 
KantKant heldheld thatthat onlyonly thosethose whowho cancan actact 
fromfrom aa sensesense ofof dutyduty cancan havehave goodgood 
moralmoral character,character, thatthat onlyonly rationalrational 
beingsbeings cancan actact fromfrom aa sensesense ofof duty,duty, 
andand thatthat onlyonly humanshumans areare rationalrational ani­ani­
mals.mals. WhileWhile thisthis isis truetrue ofof ImmanuelImmanuel 
Kant,Kant, itit needneed notnot bebe truetrue ofof thethe Kan­Kan­
tian-autonomytian-autonomy position.position. SomeSome philoso­philoso­
phers,phers, suchsuch asas DavidDavid Hume,Hume, havehave 
arguedargued thatthat somesome non-humannon-human animalsanimals 
areare rational,rational, andand others,others, suchsuch asas 
RichardRichard Watson,Watson, havehave arguedargued thatthat 
somesome non-humannon-human animalsanimals areare capablecapable ofof 
actingacting outout ofof aa sensesense ofof dutyduty 7.7. FuFu r­r­
thermore,thermore, oneone cancan combinecombine thethe viewview 
thatthat individualsindividuals ofof goodgood moralmoral charac­charac­
terter havehave earnedearned ourour respectrespect withwith 
non-Kantiannon-Kantian theoriestheories ofof goodgood moralmoral 
character,character, e.g.,e.g., Hume'sHume's ideaidea ofof virtuevirtue 
arisingarising fromfrom aa strongstrong sensesense ofof sympa­sympa­
thy.thy. II believebelieve mostmost people,people, philoso­philoso­
phersphers included,included, wouldwould rejectreject Kant'sKant's 
claimclaim thatthat actingacting fromfrom aa sensesense ofof dutyduty 
isis thethe onlyonly morallymorally estimableestimable motive.motive. 
MostMost ofof usus creditcredit generousgenerous sentimentssentiments 
as'as' aa morallymorally worthyworthy motive.motive. However,However, 
acknowledgingacknowledging thethe moralmoral significancesignificance 
ofof sympathysympathy andand otherother generousgenerous sen­sen­
timentstiments opensopens thethe doordoor widewide toto argu­argu­
inging thatthat manymany non-humannon-human animalsanimals whowho 
intentionallyintentionally andand sincerelysincerely dodo morallymorally 
goodgood deeds,deeds, oror whowho aa rere atat leastleast inin no­no­
centcent ofof crime,crime, havehave earnedearned ouou rr 
respectrespect forfor theirtheir liveslives onon Kantian-au­Kantian-au­
tonomytonomy grounds.grounds. 88 Consequently,Consequently, 
thesethese animalsanimals couldcould notnot bebe killedkilled andand 
replaced,replaced, accordingaccording toto thethe Kantian­Kantian­
autonomyautonomy view.view. 

TurningTurning toto thethe independentindependent valuervaluer 
view,view, itit holdsholds thatthat wewe shouldshould respectrespect 
allall individualsindividuals capablecapable ofof formingforming theirtheir 
ownown values.values. ThereThere areare twotwo pointspoints 
thatthat needneed toto bebe clarifiedclarified inin orderorder toto 

discussdiscuss thisthis position:position: whatwhat countscounts asas 
makingmaking one'sone's ownown values,values, and,and, correl­correl­
atively,atively, howhow areare wewe toto telltell ifif othersothers 
areare (capable(capable of)of) doingdoing this?this? SomeSome phi­phi­
losophers,losophers, suchsuch asas RuthRuth CigmanCigman inin 
herher recentrecent article,article, "Death,"Death, Misfor­Misfor­
tune,tune, andand SpeciesSpecies Inequality,"Inequality," makemake 
ofof valuingvaluing aa fairlyfairly abstract,abstract, inten­inten­
tional,tional, conceptualconceptual processprocess ofof whichwhich 
preferencepreference behaviorbehavior doesdoes notnot provideprovide 
significantsignificant evidence:evidence: 

ToTo bebe aa possiblepossible subjectsubject ofof 
misfortunesmisfortunes whichwhich areare notnot 
merelymerely unpleasantunpleasant experiences,experiences, 
oneone mustmust bebe ableable toto desidesi rere andand 
valuevalue certaincertain things.things. TheThe 
kindkind ofof misfortunemisfortune whichwhich isis inin 
questionquestion herehere isis death,death, andand toto 
discoverdiscover whetherwhether thisthis isis aa mis­mis­
fortunefortune forfor anan animal,animal, wewe mustmust 
askask whether,whether, oror inin whatwhat sense,sense, 
animalsanimals don'tdon't wantwant toto die.die. OfOf 
course,course, inin somesome sensesense thisthis isis 
truetrue ofof virtuallyvirtually allall animals,animals, 
whichwhich manifestmanifest acuteacute fearfear whenwhen 
theithei rr liveslives areare thth reatened.reatened. 
YetYet blindlyblindly clingingclinging onon toto lifelife 
isis notnot thethe samesame asas wantingwanting toto 
livelive becausebecause oneone valuesvalues life.life. 
ThisThis isis thethe kindkind ofof desiredesire forfor 
lifelife ofof whichwhich personspersons areare capa­capa­
ble.ble. ItIt isis thisthis whichwhich givesgives 
sensesense toto thethe claimclaim thatthat deathdeath isis 
aa misfortune,misfortune, eveneven aa tragedy,tragedy, 
forfor aa person.person. 88 

ForFor philosophersphilosophers likelike Cigman,Cigman, linguis­linguis­
tictic abilityability isis necessarynecessary bothboth forfor beingbeing 
ableable toto rnarna keke one'sone's ownown evaluationsevaluations 
andand forfor communicatingcommunicating toto othersothers thatthat 
oneone hashas thisthis capacity.capacity. 

ThisThis positionposition hashas thethe virtuevirtue ofof 
avoidingavoiding thethe oppositeopposite extremeextreme ofof say­say­
inging thatthat plantsplants whichwhich turnturn theirtheir 
leavesleaves toto followfollow thethe sunsun areare makingmaking 
theirtheir ownown evaluationsevaluations andand showingshowing thisthis 
toto us.us. However,However, itit seemsseems arbitraryarbitrary toto 
cutcut offoff valuingvaluing atat somesome fairlyfairly intellec­intellec­
tualtual level.level. Infants,Infants, children,children, ·and·and 
manymany animalsanimals seemseem obviouslyobviously capablecapable 
ofof beingbeing happyhappy oror unhappyunhappy andand toto 
prefer,prefer, want,want, desire,desire, grabgrab for,for, pur­pur­
sue,sue, oror "value""value" thosethose thingsthings whichwhich 
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bringbring themthem thethe former.former. Also,Also, wewe cancan 
usuallyusually telltell whatwhat infants,infants, children,children, 
andand animalsanimals wantwant withoutwithout beingbeing told;told; 
wewe needneed onlyonly toto watchwatch theirtheir coursecourse ofof 
action.action. Thus,Thus, ourour everydayeveryday dealingsdealings 
withwith infants,infants, children,children, andand animalsanimals 
suggestsuggest thatthat beingbeing aa sentientsentient agent,agent, 
ratherrather thanthan havinghaving linguisticlinguistic ability,ability, 
isis whatwhat isis necessarynecessary forfor beingbeing (and(and 
forfor beingbeing recognizedrecognized asas being)being) anan 
independentindependent evaleval uator.uator. TheThe bubu rdenrden 
ofof pl"oofpl"oof isis onon thosethose whowho wouldwould denydeny 
thisthis conclusion--andconclusion--and thatthat burdenburden can­can­
notnot bebe metmet byby aa stipulativestipulative definition.definition. 

ItIt followsfollows fromfrom thethe independentindependent 
evaluatorevaluator viewpointviewpoint thatthat wewe shouldshould 
(other(other thingsthings beingbeing equal)equal) respectrespect thethe 
valuesvalues andand pursuitspursuits ofof allall sentientsentient 
agents.agents. SinceSince theythey cannotcannot pursuepursue 
theirtheir valuesvalues unlessunless theythey areare alivealive andand 
sincesince another,another, replacementreplacement individualindividual 
wouldwould pursuepursue hishis ownown values,values, ratherrather 
thanthan thosethose ofof thethe individualindividual he·he· 
replaces,replaces, itit alsoalso followsfollows thatthat thethe inde­inde­
pendentpendent evaluatorevaluator viewview protectsprotects manymany 
animalsanimals againstagainst thethe replaceabilityreplaceability 
argument.argument. LetLet meme emphasizeemphasize thatthat thethe 
individualindividual needneed notnot directlydirectly valuevalue lifelife 
itselfitself (whatever(whatever thatthat maymay mean)mean) inin 
orderorder toto havehave hishis lifelife protectedprotected byby 
thethe independentindependent evaluatorevaluator view.view. WhatWhat 
individualindividual XX valuesvalues isis not,not, forfor exam­exam­
ple,ple, justjust lyinglying inin thethe sun.sun. WhatWhat hehe 
valuesvalues isis hishis lyinglying inin thethe sun--thissun--this 
maymay bebe clearlyclearly evidencedevidenced byby hishis chas­chas­
inging awayaway otherother individualsindividuals alreadyalready 
lyinglying inin thethe sun,sun, soso thatthat hehe maymay taketake 
theirtheir place.place. IndividualIndividual Y,Y, broughtbrought inin 
toto replacereplace thethe slainslain X,X, willwill not,not, ofof 
course,course, valuevalue X'sX's lyinglying inin thethe sun;sun; hehe 
willwill valuevalue hishis ownown (Y's)(Y's) lyinglying inin thethe 
sun.sun. So,So, replacingreplacing XX withwith YY willwill notnot 
provideprovide anan adequateadequate foundationfoundation forfor 
thethe continuedcontinued pursuitpursuit ofof whatwhat XX val­val­
ued,ued, eveneven wherewhere XX diddid notnot directlydirectly 
valuevalue hishis ownown life.life. Consequently,Consequently, forfor 
aa sentientsentient agent'sagent's valuesvalues andand pursuitspursuits 
toto bebe respected,respected, hishis lifelife mustmust bebe 
respected,respected, whetherwhether oror notnot hehe everever 
contemplatescontemplates thatthat lifelife andand valuesvalues itit 
directly.directly. 
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Thus,Thus, bothboth autonomy-basedautonomy-based moralmoral 
viewpointsviewpoints denydeny thatthat itit isis morallymorally 
permissiblepermissible (in(in manymany cases)cases) toto killkill anan 
animalanimal andand replacereplace itit withwith aa similarsimilar 
animal.animal. EitherEither suchsuch killingkilling andand 
replacingreplacing wouldwould denydeny thethe animalanimal ofof 
goodgood moralmoral charactercharacter thethe respectrespect itit 
hashas earned,earned, oror itit wouldwould denydeny thethe sen­sen­
tienttient agentagent thethe respectrespect duedue thethe pupu r­r­
suitsuit ofof hishis independe·ntindepende·nt values.values. 

TurningTurning toto thethe utilitarianutilitarian options,options, 
thethe preference-totalpreference-total viewview optionoption main­main­
tainstains thatthat wewe shouldshould dodo thatthat whichwhich 
willwill accordaccord (as(as farfar asas possible)possible) withwith 
thethe preferencespreferences ofof thosethose cucu rrentlyrrently 
alivealive andand thethe likelylikely preferencespreferences ofof 
futufutu rere individualsindividuals andand generations.generations. 
Here,Here, onceonce again,again, wewe mustmust dealdeal withwith 
thethe psychologicalpsychological andand epistemologicalepistemological 
issuesissues ofof whatwhat countscounts asas havinghaving aa 
preferencepreference (or(or beingbeing capablecapable ofof hav­hav­
inging preferences)preferences) andand howhow wewe areare toto 
knowknow whenwhen othersothers havehave preferencespreferences 
(or(or areare capablecapable ofof havinghaving prefer­prefer­
ences)ences) .. 

AsAs valuingvaluing hashas sometimessometimes beenbeen 
mademade outout toto bebe anan intellectualintellectual activity,activity, 
soso preferringpreferring isis sometimessometimes mademade outout toto 
bebe anan activityactivity requiringrequiring self-contem­self-contem­
plationplation andand thethe projectionprojection andand analysisanalysis 
ofof futufutu rere alternatives.alternatives. ForFor example,example, 
PeterPeter SingerSinger writes:writes: 

AA beingbeing whichwhich cannotcannot seesee itselfitself 
asas anan entityentity withwith aa futurefuture can­can­
notnot havehave aa preferencepreference aboutabout itsits 
ownown futurefuture existence.existence. ThisThis isis 
notnot toto denydeny thatthat suchsuch aa beingbeing 
mightmight strugglestruggle againstagainst aa situ­situ­
ationation inin whichwhich itsits lifelife isis inin 
danger,danger, asas aa fishfish strugglesstruggles toto 
getget freefree ofof thethe barbedbarbed hookhook inin 
itsits mouth;mouth; butbut thisthis indicatesindicates 
nono moremore thanthan aa preferencepreference forfor 
thethe cessationcessation ofof aa statestate ofof 
affaiaffai rsrs thatthat isis perceivedperceived asas 
painfulpainful oror thth reatening.reatening. Strug­Strug­
glegle againstagainst dangerdanger andand painpain 
doesdoes notnot suggestsuggest thatthat thethe fishfish 
isis capablecapable ofof preferringpreferring itsits 
ownown futurefuture existenceexistence toto non­non­
existence.existence. 1010 
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Immediately,Immediately, oneone maymay wonderwonder howhow aa 
beingbeing thatthat cannotcannot seesee itselfitself asas aa beingbeing 
withwith aa futurefuture couldcould possiblypossibly perceiveperceive 
aa statestate ofof affairsaffairs toto bebe "threatening""threatening" 
oror couldcould possiblypossibly strugglestruggle againstagainst 
"danger"."danger". Singer'sSinger's attemptattempt bothboth toto 
acknowledgeacknowledge obviousobvious valuevalue expressingexpressing 
behaviorsbehaviors ofof anan imalsimals yetyet toto denydeny thatthat 
theythey havehave preferencespreferences seemsseems toto bebe 
self-contradictory.self-contradictory. 

FuFu rthermore,rthermore, desidesi riri ngng seemsseems toto bebe 
aa paradigmparadigm ofof preferring,preferring, 1111 yetyet desir­desir­
inging requiresrequires neitherneither reflectivereflective self­self­
consciousnessconsciousness nornor greatgreat intellectualintellectual 
ability.ability. 1212 Furthermore,Furthermore, itit wouldwould bebe 
reasonablereasonable toto expectexpect thatthat allall sentientsentient 
beings,beings, nono mattermatter howhow limitedlimited theirtheir 
self-conself-con sciousscious ness,ness, intellect,intellect, andand 
sensesense ofof time,time, wouldwould havehave prefer­prefer­
ences.ences. ThereThere wouldwould bebe nono evolution­evolution­
aryary pointpoint toto theirtheir beingbeing sentientsentient ifif 
theythey couldcould notnot recognize,recognize, desire,desire, andand 
pursuepursue thosethose thingsthings whichwhich givegive themthem 
pleasurepleasure andand recognize,recognize, desiredesire toto 
avoid,avoid, andand seekseek toto avoidavoid thosethose thingsthings 
whichwhich givegive themthem pain.pain. 

WhenWhen itit isis maintainedmaintained thatthat few,few, ifif 
any,any, animalsanimals cancan havehave preferences,preferences, 
becausebecause theythey cannotcannot seesee themselvesthemselves asas 
entitiesentities withwith aa future,future, itit isis presumedpresumed 
thatthat self-consciousnessself-consciousness andand havinghaving aa 
sensesense ofof thethe futurefuture areare confinedconfined toto 
self-contemplationself-contemplation andand toto havinghaving aa 
sensesense ofof thethe indefiniteindefinite expanseexpanse ofof timetime 
awaitingawaiting us.us. However,However, inin additionaddition toto 
self-contemplation,self-contemplation, therethere isis thethe sen­sen­
sorysory self-consciousnessself-consciousness involvedinvolved inin 
feelingfeeling pleasurepleasure andand painpain andand thethe 
practicalpractical consciousnessconsciousness ofof oneselfoneself asas 
anan agentagent inin thethe world,world, havinghaving aa "lived"lived 
body"body" ofof powerspowers atat hishis command,command, 
needsneeds toto bebe met,met, andand vulnerabilitiesvulnerabilities toto 
bebe protected.protected. 1313 BeingBeing .an.an agentagent alsoalso 
requiresrequires havinghaving aa sensesense ofof thethe 
future--which,future--which, letlet usus notnot forget,forget, 
thoughthough itit maymay extendextend indefinitely,indefinitely, 
beginsbegins immediately.immediately. ThisThis isis becausebecause 
agencyagency requiresrequires recognizingrecognizing thatthat oneone 
thingthing willwill leadlead toto another,another, e.g.,e.g., thatthat 
jfjf oneone goesgoes toto thethe backback ofof thethe househouse 
andand pushespushes onon thethe petpet door,door, thenthen hehe 

willwill bebe ableable toto getget outout ofof thethe house.house. 
Self-consciouSelf-consciou s/s/ nonnon -self-conscious-self-conscious andand 
awareaware ofof thethe future/unawarefuture/unaware ofof thethe 
futurefuture areare notnot inin thethe samesame setset withwith 
pregnant/notpregnant/not pregnant;pregnant; therethere areare 
variousvarious formsforms andand degreesdegrees ofof self­self­
consciousnessconsciousness andand awarenessawareness ofof thethe 
future,future, andand thesethese varietiesvarieties givegive riserise 
toto varyingvarying capabilitiescapabilities forfor havinghaving 
preferences.preferences. 

Again,Again, whenwhen itit isis denieddenied thatthat ani­ani­
malsmals cancan havehave aa preferencepreference forfor life,life, itit 
isis presumedpresumed thatthat toto preferprefer lifelife 
requiresrequires contemplatingcontemplating anan indefiniteindefinite 
futurefuture existence.existence. ButBut whywhy shouldshould 
"preferring""preferring" XX requirerequire thatthat wewe con­con­
templatetemplate XX whenwhen thethe questionquestion ofof XX isis 
notnot raisedraised byby thethe environment?environment? Can­Can­
notnot oneone "prefer""prefer" XX andand showshow othersothers 
thatthat hehe prefersprefers XX if,if, wheneverwhenever hishis 
environmentenvironment raisesraises thethe issueissue ofof X,X, hehe 
pursuespursues XX (other(other thingsthings beingbeing equal)?equal)? 
ItIt doesdoes notnot seemseem toto dodo harmharm toto thethe 
logiclogic ofof "preferring""preferring" toto saysay thatthat anan 
animalanimal whowho actsacts toto preservepreserve hishis lifelife 
whenwhen itit isis threatenedthreatened prefersprefers toto 
remainremain alal iveive andand isis amplyamply demonstrat­demonstrat­
inging hishis preference.preference. ManyMany animalsanimals 
eveneven seemseem toto experienceexperience andand dealdeal withwith 
thethe conflictconflict ofof desiresdesires whichwhich somesome 
philosophersphilosophers mightmight wantwant toto insistinsist isis 
essentialessential toto thethe logiclogic ofof "preferri"preferri ng";ng"; 
e.e. g.,g., whenwhen facedfaced withwith dangerdanger toto theithei rr 
youngyoung oror group,group, manymany animalsanimals seemseem 
bothboth toto wantwant toto fleeflee andand toto feelfeel theythey 
mustmust staystay andand defenddefend theirtheir youngyoung oror 
group.group. PerhapsPerhaps humanshumans areare thethe onlyonly 
animalsanimals ·who·who areare morbidmorbid enoughenough toto 
contemplatecontemplate lifelife andand deathdeath whenwhen thatthat 
issueissue isis notnot forcedforced uponupon them,them, butbut 
preferringpreferring lifelife toto deathdeath doesdoes notnot 
requirerequire suchsuch morbidmorbid fascination.fascination. JustJust 
asas waswas thethe casecase withwith self-conscious­self-conscious­
nessness andand aa sensesense ofof thethe future,future, pre­pre­
ferringferring comescomes inin aa varietyvariety ofof formsforms 
andand degrees,degrees, andand itit isis arbitraryarbitrary toto 
considerconsider onlyonly thethe intellectualintellectual extremeextreme 
ofof thatthat varietyvariety whenwhen makingmaking moralmoral 
judgments.judgments. 

WhenWhen tryingtrying toto figurefigure outout whatwhat willwill 
bestbest accordaccord withwith thethe preferencespreferences ofof 
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thosethose whowho willwill likelylikely bebe affectedaffected byby 
ouou rr action,action, wewe mustmust recognrecogn izeize thatthat 
manymany animalsanimals are,are, likelike children,children, 
desiring,desiring, sentientsentient agents,agents, eveneven ifif 
theythey areare notnot self-contemplativeself-contemplative 
beings.beings. TheirTheir behaviorbehavior cancan makemake 
theirtheir desiresdesires knownknown toto us,us, andand amongamong 
thesethese desiresdesires willwill ordinarilyordinarily bebe aa 
desiredesire notnot toto bebe killed.killed. Also,Also, eveneven ifif 
thethe animalanimal isis notnot awareaware thatthat hishis longlong 
termterm existenceexistence isis requiredrequired toto fulfillfulfill 
somesome ofof hishis desires,desires, e.g.,e.g., thethe raisingraising 
ofof hishis young,young, hishis remainingremaining alivealive forfor 
aa longlong periodperiod ofof timetime maymay bebe neces­neces­
sarysary forfor fulfillingfulfilling thosethose preferences;preferences; 
consequently,consequently, doingdoing whatwhat accordsaccords withwith 
thosethose preferencespreferences reqreq uuiresires respectirespecti ngng 
thethe animal'sanimal's life.life. Furthermore,Furthermore, amongamong 
thethe animal'sanimal's currentcurrent desiresdesires willwill ordi­ordi­
narilynarily bebe aa numbernumber whichwhich areare essen­essen­
tiallytially self-centered,self-centered, e.g.,e.g., hishis contin­contin­
uinguing toto lielie inin thethe sun,sun, whichwhich willwill 
remainremain frustratedfrustrated eveneven ifif thethe animalanimal 
werewere replacedreplaced byby anotheranother anan imalimal withwith 
similarsimilar preferences.preferences. Thus,Thus, thethe killingkilling 
ofof aa non-self-contemplativenon-self-contemplative animalanimal andand 
replacireplaci ngng itit withwith anotheranother isis aa morallymorally 
significantsignificant actact fromfrom thethe preference-to­preference-to­
taltal viewview utilitarianutilitarian viewpoint.viewpoint. 

WhetherWhether suchsuch killingkilling andand replacingreplacing 
isis morallymorally permissiblepermissible remainsremains uu nde­nde­
cided,cided, however,however, andand thatthat isis truetrue 
whetherwhether wewe areare dealingdealing withwith animalsanimals 
oror withwith humans.humans. TheThe self-contem­self-contem­
plativeplative individualindividual doesdoes havehave anan advan­advan­
tage,tage, forfor hehe maymay preferprefer notnot toto worryworry 
aboutabout hishis beingbeing slainslain andand replacedreplaced 
whilewhile hishis demisedemise isis stillstill aa longlong wayway 
off,off, whereaswhereas thethe non-self-contem­non-self-contem­
plativeplative individualindividual cancan havehave nono suchsuch 
worry;worry; hehe cancan onon IyIy preferprefer notnot toto bebe 
killed,killed, andand thatthat onlyonly whenwhen thethe timetime ofof 
slaughterslaughter isis closeclose atat hand.hand. However,However, 
ifif thethe possibilitypossibility ofof long-rangelong-range fore­fore­
knowledgeknowledge ofof slaughterslaughter couldcould bebe elimi­elimi­
nated,nated, merelymerely aa technologicaltechnological problemproblem 
whichwhich somesome sciencescience fictionfiction writerswriters 
havehave alal readyready resolved,resolved, thenthen thethe per­per­
missibilitymissibility ofof slaughterslaughter andand replace­replace­
mentment wouldwould bebe thethe samesame forfor bothboth 
humanshumans andand animalsanimals onon preference-to­preference-to­
taltal viewview utilutil itaita rianrian gg rourou nds.nds. 1414 
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WhetherWhether oror notnot long-rangelong-range 
foreknowledgeforeknowledge isis involved,involved, thethe directdirect 
moralmoral significancesignificance ofof killingkilling humanshumans oror 
animalsanimals isis thatthat itit willwill frustratefrustrate somesome 
ofof theirtheir preferences.preferences. However,However, ifif thethe 
slainslain areare replaced,replaced, theirtheir demisedemise willwill 
alsoalso permitpermit thethe fulfillmentfulfillment ofof thethe pref­pref­
erenceserences ofof thethe replacementreplacement individualsindividuals 
(which(which would,would, byby hypothesis,hypothesis, notnot bebe 
possiblepossible withoutwithout thethe slaughterslaughter ofof thethe 
others).others). ItIt followsfollows (neglecting(neglecting indi­indi­
rectrect issues)issues) thatthat ifif individualsindividuals werewere 
slaughteredslaughtered whenwhen halfhalf thethe preferencespreferences 
thatthat couldcould bebe fulfilledfulfilled inin theirtheir liveslives 
havehave beenbeen fulfilledfulfilled andand werewere replacedreplaced 
withwith individualsindividuals havinghaving similarsimilar lifelife 
expectancies,expectancies, thatthat wouldwould accordaccord withwith 
thethe preferencespreferences ofof thethe bornborn andand thethe 
unbornunborn justjust asas wellwell asas allowingallowing thethe 
originaloriginal individualsindividuals toto livelive outout thethe 
secondsecond halfhalf ofof theirtheir lives.lives. 1515 Also,Also, ifif 
thethe numbernumber ofof anan individual'sindividual's prefer­prefer­
encesences thatthat coucou IdId bebe satisfiedsatisfied inaina yearyear 
waswas thethe samesame throughoutthroughout hishis life,life, thenthen 
slaughterslaughter andand replacementreplacement atat anyany timetime 
inin hishis lifelife wouldwould bebe permissible,permissible, andand 
ifif thethe numbernumber ofof possiblepossible fulfillmentsfulfillments 
werewere higherhigher inin earlierearlier yearsyears thanthan inin 
laterlater years,years, itit wouldwould eveneven bebe prefera­prefera­
bleble toto slaughterslaughter anan olderolder individualindividual 
andand replacereplace himhim withwith aa youngeryounger one,one, 
ratherrather thanthan allowingallowing thethe oldold individualindividual 
toto livelive outout hishis life.life. Thus,Thus, ifif wewe 
couldcould computecompute thethe raterate ofof fulfillmentfulfillment 
ofof preferences,preferences, preference-totalpreference-total viewview 
utilitarianismutilitarianism couldcould sanctionsanction thethe 
slaughterslaughter andand replacementreplacement ofof animalsanimals 
andand humans.humans. 

MovingMoving on,on, wewe maymay dealdeal withwith bothboth 
thethe preference-priorpreference-prior existenceexistence andand thethe 
classical-priorclassical-prior existenceexistence formsforms ofof util­util­
itarianismitarianism atat oneone stroke.stroke. BothBoth ofof 
thesethese viewsviews limitlimit directdirect moralmoral concernconcern 
toto currentlycurrently existingexisting individuals,individuals, thethe 
formerformer toto accordingaccording withwith theirtheir prefer­prefer­
ences,ences, thethe latterlatter toto maximizingmaximizing theirtheir 
happiness.happiness. ThisThis clearlyclearly rulesrules outout thethe 
replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. ThatThat argu­argu­
mentment presumespresumes thatthat thethe futurefuture prefer­prefer­
encesences oror happihappi nessness ofof thethe unbornunborn cancan 
bebe usedused asas aa substitutesubstitute forfor thethe losseslosses 
sufferedsuffered byby thethe slain;slain; however,however, 
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insistinginsisting thatthat ourour directdirect moralmoral obliga­obliga­
tionstions areare limitedlimited toto currentlycurrently existingexisting 
individualsindividuals deniesdenies directdirect moralmoral signifi­signifi­
cancecance toto thethe futurefuture preferencespreferences andand 
happinesshappiness ofof thethe unbornunborn and,and, 
thereby,thereby, deniesdenies thatthat thethe latterlatter cancan bebe 
morallymorally equatedequated withwith thethe former.former. So,So, 
anyany priorprior existenceexistence moralmoral outlookoutlook willwill 
protectprotect thethe individualindividual againstagainst thethe 
replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. 

TurningTurning toto classical-totalclassical-total viewview util­util­
itarianism,itarianism, itit requiresrequires usus toto dodo thatthat 
whichwhich willwill maximizemaximize thethe amountamount ofof 
happinesshappiness inin thethe world.world. FromFrom thisthis 
viewpoint,viewpoint, killing,killing, eveneven painlessly,painlessly, isis 
aa morallymorally significantsignificant act,act, forfor itit elimi­elimi­
natesnates thethe possibilitypossibility ofof thethe futurefuture 
happinesshappiness ofof thethe slainslain (assuming(assuming thatthat 
thethe futufutu rere heldheld happinesshappiness forfor thethe 
slainslain individualindividual andand thatthat deathdeath doesdoes 
notnot leadlead toto aa happierhappier formform ofof exis­exis­
tencetence thanthan continuingcontinuing lifelife wouldwould 
have)have) ~~ However,However, ifif anotheranother individualindividual 
withwith similasimila rr prospectsprospects forfor thethe futufutu rere 
isis substitutedsubstituted forfor thethe slainslain individualindividual 
(and(and wouldwould bebe broughtbrought intointo existenceexistence 
onlyonly ifif thethe otherother werewere slain),slain), thenthen thethe 
balancebalance ofof happinesshappiness inin thethe worldworld isis 
unaffected.unaffected. Consequently,Consequently, classical­classical­
totaltotal viewview utilitarianismutilitarianism providesprovides moralmoral 
significancesignificance forfor lifelife butbut doesdoes notnot pro­pro­
videvide anyany protectionprotection forfor thethe individualindividual 
againstagainst thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. 
TheThe individualindividual isis merelymerely aa receptaclereceptacle 
forfor happiness;happiness; so,so, asas longlong asas therethere isis 
aa readyready supplysupply ofof receptaclesreceptacles toto 
replacereplace thethe brokenbroken ones,ones, nothingnothing 
importantimportant willwill bebe lostlost throughthrough thethe 
breakage.breakage. 

OnceOnce again,again, thisthis conclusionconclusion appliesapplies 
toto humanshumans asas wellwell asas toto animals.animals. IfIf 
humanshumans areare notnot distresseddistressed byby fore­fore­
knowledgeknowledge ofof theirtheir impendingimpending slaugh­slaugh­
terter andand replaclementreplaclement (because(because thethe 
practicepractice isis hiddenhidden fromfrom them)them) oror ifif 
theythey havehave alal readyready enjoyedenjoyed halfhalf thethe 
happinesshappiness theithei rr liveslives coucou IdId provideprovide oror 
ifif happinesshappiness inin laterlater yearsyears isis suffi­suffi­
cientlyciently lessless thanthan inin earlierearlier yearsyears toto 
counterbalancecounterbalance thethe depressiondepression causedcaused 
byby knowingknowing thatthat oneone isis toto bebe slainslain 

andand replacedreplaced byby aa youngster,youngster, thenthen 
classical-totalclassical-total viewview utilitarianismutilitarianism couldcould 
notnot onlyonly permitpermit butbut eveneven requirerequire thethe 
slaughterslaughter andand replacementreplacement ofof humans.humans. 
SinceSince humanshumans havehave greatergreater abilityability toto 
foreseeforesee theirtheir slaughterslaughter andand replace­replace­
mentment thanthan dodo animals,animals, therethere wouldwould bebe 
greatergreater technologicaltechnological problemsproblems inin 
applyingapplying thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument 
toto humanshumans thanthan toto animals.animals. However,However, 
humans'humans' extensiveextensive foresightforesight providesprovides 
nono moremore fufu ndamentalndamental anan obstacleobstacle toto 
slaughterslaughter andand replacementreplacement onon classi­classi­
cal-totalcal-total viewview utilitarianutilitarian groundsgrounds thanthan 
doesdoes thethe limitedlimited foresightforesight ofof animals.animals. 
TheThe onlyonly differencesdifferences herehere areare thethe 
detailsdetails ofof implementation.implementation. 

OnceOnce itit hashas beenbeen argued,argued, asas itit waswas 
above,above, thatthat animalsanimals havehave preferences,preferences, 
itit cancan bebe seenseen thatthat thethe differencedifference 
betweenbetween preferencepreference andand classicalclassical formsforms 
ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism isis notnot importantimportant wherewhere 
thethe questionquestion isis thethe permissibilitypermissibility ofof 
slaughterslaughter andand replacement.replacement. WhetherWhether 
oneone isis dealingdealing withwith humanshumans oror animalsanimals 
andand withwith happinesshappiness oror preferences,preferences, 
thethe crucialcrucial issueissue isis whetherwhether aa totaltotal 
viewview oror aa priorprior existenceexistence viewview willwill bebe 
adopted.adopted. ThisThis conclusionconclusion naturallynaturally 
leadsleads toto thethe question,question, ifif wewe areare goinggoing 
toto bebe utilitarians,utilitarians, isis therethere somesome rea­rea­
sonson whwh ichich impelsimpels usus toto bebe totaltotal viewview 
ratherrather thanthan priorprior existenceexistence utilitari­utilitari­
ans?ans? ThatThat totaltotal viewview utilitarianismutilitarianism 
could,could, whilewhile priorprior existenceexistence utilitari­utilitari­
anismanism couldcould not,not, sanctionsanction thethe slaugh­slaugh­
terter andand replacementreplacement ofof humanshumans would,would, 
inin thethe eyeseyes ofof mostmost people,people, philoso­philoso­
phersphers included,included, putput thethe burdenburden ofof 
proofproof onon thethe shouldersshoulders ofof thethe totaltotal 
view.view. Also,Also, asas PeterPeter SingerSinger pointspoints 
out,out, totaltotal viewview utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas thethe 
counterintuitivecounterintuitive consequenceconsequence thatthat itit 
requiresrequires usus toto bringbring asas manymany happyhappy 
individualsindividuals intointo thethe worldworld asas possible.possible. 
ItIt followsfollows thatthat aa couplecouple whosewhose happi­happi­
ness·ness· (or(or preferences)preferences) wouwou IdId bebe com­com­
promisedpromised byby aa smallersmaller amouamou ntnt thanthan thethe 
happinesshappiness (or(or fulfilledfulfilled preferences)preferences) 
awaitingawaiting aa childchild theythey couldcould havehave wouldwould 
bebe underunder aa moralmoral obligationobligation toto havehave 
thatthat child.child. 1616 PriorPrior existenceexistence 
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utilitarianismutilitarianism leadsleads toto nono suchsuch conse­conse­
quence.quence. 

However,However, PeterPeter SingerSinger alsoalso arguesargues 
thatthat priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism 
leadsleads toto another,another, equallyequally counterintui­counterintui­
tivetive conclusion:conclusion: 

HowHow dodo wewe squaresquare priorprior exis­exis­
tencetence utilitarianismutilitarianism .. withwith ourour 
iintuntu itionsitions aboutabout thethe casecase whenwhen 
aa couplecouple areare consideringconsidering hav­hav­
ii ngng aa chch i1di1d who,who, perhperh apsaps 
becausebecause itit willwill inheritinherit aa geneticgenetic 
defect,defect, wouldwould leadlead aa thor­thor­
oughlyoughly miserablemiserable lifelife andand diedie 
beforebefore itsits secondsecond birthday?birthday? 
WeWe wouldwould thinkthink itit wrongwrong forfor aa 
couplecouple knowinglyknowingly toto conceiveconceive 
suchsuch aa child.child. 1717 

SingerSinger goesgoes onon toto provideprovide thethe follow­follow­
inging resolutionresolution forfor thisthis problemproblem butbut 
alsoalso indicatesindicates thatthat hehe findsfinds thisthis ans­ans­
werwer insins ufficient:ufficient: 

PerhapsPerhaps thethe bestbest oneone cancan 
say--andsay--and itit isis notnot veryvery good-isgood-is 
thatthat therethere isis nothingnothing directlydirectly 
wrongwrong inin conceivingconceiving aa childchild 
whowho willwill bebe miserable,miserable, butbut onceonce 
suchsuch aa childchild exists,exists, sincesince itsits 
lifelife cancan containcontain nothingnothing butbut 
misery,misery, wewe wouldwould reducereduce thethe 
amountamount ofof painpain inin thethe worldworld byby 
anan actact ofof euthanasia.euthanasia. ButBut 
euthanasiaeuthanasia isis aa moremore harrowingharrowing 
processprocess forfor thethe papa rentsrents andand 
othersothers involvedinvolved thanthan non-con­non-con­
ception.ception. HenceHence wewe havehave anan 
indirectindirect reasonreason forfor notnot con­con­
ceivingceiving aa childchild boundbound toto havehave 
aa miserablemiserable existence.existence. 1818 

II wouldwould agreeagree thatthat thisthis indirect­indirect­
wrongwrong answeranswer doesdoes notnot provideprovide anan 
adequateadequate responseresponse toto thethe problemproblem 
SingerSinger hashas raisedraised forfor priorprior existenceexistence 
utilitarianism.utilitarianism. However,However, II thinkthink thethe 
followingfollowing cancan bebe addedadded toto provideprovide anan 
adequateadequate responseresponse toto thisthis problem.problem. 
RegardingRegarding thethe mattermatter ofof ourour intuitionsintuitions 
concerningconcerning thisthis case,case, II amam notnot suresure 
wewe havehave any,any, forfor thisthis isis anan utterlyutterly 
fantasticfantastic case.case. CasesCases somewhatsomewhat IiIi keke itit 
dodo occuoccu r,r, butbut theythey aa rere casescases wherewhere 
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therethere ISIS aa statisticallystatistically significantsignificant 
chancechance thatthat aa couple'scouple's infantinfant willwill 
inheritinherit aa debilitatingdebilitating diseasedisease oror defectdefect 
and,and, ofof course,course, aa statisticallystatistically signifi­signifi­
cantcant chancechance thatthat itit willwill not.not. IInn thesethese 
casescases II dodo notnot findfind therethere isis aa well-es­well-es­
tablishedtablished intuitionintuition thatthat itit wouldwould bebe 
wrongwrong forfor couplescouples toto considerconsider con­con­
ceivingceiving children,children, especiallyespecially ifif theythey 
werewere preparedprepared toto abortabort aa fetusfetus dis­dis­
coveredcovered toto havehave inin heritedherited thethe debili­debili­
tatingtating diseasedisease oror defect.defect. Similarly,Similarly, 
wewe encouencou nternter casescases ofof peoplepeople whosewhose 
childrenchildren willwill likelylikely (or(or eveneven almostalmost 
certainly)certainly) inheritinherit theirtheir defects,defects, e.g.,e.g., 
retardationretardation oror blindness,blindness, andand will,will, 
consequently,consequently, bebe condemnedcondemned toto leadingleading 
aa lifelife wewe wouldwould notnot findfind satisfying.satisfying. 
However,However, thosethose peoplepeople maymay fifi ndnd thatthat 
lifelife satisfyingsatisfying and,and, consequently,consequently, feelfeel 
theythey areare notnot bringingbringing miserymisery intointo thethe 
worldworld byby havinghaving children.children. Again,Again, itit 
isis notnot intuitivelyintuitively obviousobvious theythey areare 
wrong.wrong. 

InIn contrastcontrast toto suchsuch realreal cases,cases, 
Singer'sSinger's casecase vergesverges onon beingbeing incon­incon­
ceivable.ceivable. Somehow,Somehow, thethe couplecouple mustmust 
knowknow withwith virtualvirtual certaintycertainty thatthat theirtheir 
prospectiveprospective childchild willwill inheritinherit aa diseasedisease 
whichwhich willwill makemake itsits lifelife undeniablyundeniably 
miserablemiserable andand killkill itit beforebefore thethe ageage ofof 
two.two. FuFu rthermore,rthermore, thth isis couplecouple mustmust 
bebe soso desperatedesperate toto conceiveconceive theithei rr ownown 
child,child, thatthat theythey wouldwould ratherrather bringbring 
thisthis monstrositymonstrosity intointo thethe world·world· andand 
carecare forfor itit 1919 thanthan adoptadopt aa child.child. II 
doubtdoubt thatthat suchsuch peoplepeople andand suchsuch aa 
casecase exist,exist, andand II dodo notnot thinkthink thatthat 
thethe acceptabilityacceptability ofof moralmoral principlesprinciples 
hingeshinges onon theirtheir abilityability oror inabilityinability toto 
handlehandle suchsuch unheardunheard ofof cases.cases. 

ButBut ifif suchsuch peoplepeople diddid exist,exist, theythey 
wouldwould havehave aa pervertedperverted ideaidea ofof repro­repro­
ducingducing andand parentingparenting andand wouldwould show,show, 
byby keepingkeeping thethe childchild alivealive forfor itsits twotwo 
miserablemiserable years,years, theirtheir willingnesswillingness toto 
useuse othersothers merelymerely asas meansmeans toto theirtheir 
ownown happihappi ness.ness. Consequently,Consequently, thth isis 
wholewhole projectproject ofof parentingparenting wouldwould 
expressexpress aa kindkind ofof dementeddemented charactercharacter 
whichwhich wouldwould givegive thethe projectproject aa strongstrong 
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immoralimmoral value.value. II thinkthink thisthis bad-char­bad-char­
acteracter evaluationevaluation accountsaccounts forfor oneone ideaidea 
that,that, presume,presume, SingerSinger intendedintended toto 
suggestsuggest withwith thisthis case,case, viz.,viz., thatthat 
therethere wouldwould bebe somethingsomething demented,demented, 
perverse,perverse, selfish,selfish, oror morallymorally insensi­insensi­
tivetive involvedinvolved inin bringingbringing aa miserablemiserable 
childchild intointo thethe worldworld oror eveneven inin justjust 
seriouslyseriously contemplatingcontemplating doingdoing so.so. 
PriorPrior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism cancan 
accountaccount forfor thisthis intuition,intuition, sincesince thisthis 
isis anan evaluationevaluation ofof character,character, andand 
priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism nono moremore 
precludesprecludes makingmaking charactercharacter evaluationsevaluations 
thanthan doesdoes totaltotal viewview utilitarianism.utilitarianism. 

IInn discussingdiscussing bringingbringing aa miserablemiserable 
childchild intointo thethe world,world, itit isis easyeasy toto 
lumplump togethertogether thth reeree stagesstages ofof thethe 
processprocess whichwhich aa rere importantlyimportantly differ­differ­
entent inin theirtheir moralmoral value:value: 

(i)(i) intendingintending toto conceiveconceive suchsuch aa 
child,child, 

(ii)(ii) conceiVingconceiVing suchsuch aa child,child, andand 
(iii)(iii) keepingkeeping suchsuch aa childchild alive.alive. 

AsAs justjust discussed,discussed, (i)(i) isis aa bizarrebizarre 
projectproject andand expressesexpresses badbad moralmoral char­char­
acter,acter, ifif thethe prospectiveprospective parentsparents 
intendintend toto keepkeep thethe childchild alive.alive. If,If, 
however,however, theythey intendintend toto abortabort thethe 
potentiallypotentially miserablemiserable childchild beforebefore itit 
developsdevelops sufficientlysufficiently toto suffer,suffer, thenthen 
theithei rr intentionintention isis toto satisfy·satisfy· theithei rr 
bizarrebizarre compulsioncompulsion toto conceiveconceive inin aa 
wayway whichwhich doesdoes nono directdirect harmharm fromfrom 
anyany utilitarianutilitarian viewpoint.viewpoint. FarFar fromfrom 
beingbeing wrong,wrong, suchsuch aa projectproject wouldwould bebe 
morallymorally praiseworthy,praiseworthy, forfor itit (a)(a) showsshows 
tolerancetolerance forfor unusualunusual psychologicalpsychological 
needs,needs, (b)(b) expresses,expresses, inin itsits willing­willing­
nessness toto sacrificesacrifice thethe pre-sentientpre-sentient 
fetus,fetus, aa commitmentcommitment toto thethe ideaidea thatthat itit 
isis notnot speciesspecies membershmembersh ipip butbut thethe 
capacitycapacity toto feelfeel pleasurepleasure andand painpain (or(or 
toto havehave preferences)preferences) whichwhich makesmakes aa 
beingbeing morallymorally significantsignificant inin itself,itself, andand 
(c)(c) reponsiblyreponsibly projectsprojects aa coursecourse ofof 
actionaction whichwhich willwill satisfysatisfy thethe bizarrebizarre 
needsneeds ofof thethe couplecouple withoutwithout causingcausing 

..harmharm toto oror frustratingfrustrating thethe preferencespreferences 
ofof anyoneanyone else.else. Thus,Thus, onon utilitarianutilitarian 
grounds,grounds, "considering"considering havinghaving aa miser­miser­
ableable child"child" isis notnot obviouslyobviously wrong,wrong, 

andand priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism cancan 
acommodateacommodate thethe charactercharacter evaluationsevaluations 
whichwhich areare involvedinvolved inin morallymorally evaluat­evaluat­
ii ngng (i).(i). 

TurningTurning toto (ii),(ii), ifif wewe setset asideaside thethe 
pleasurepleasure involvedinvolved andand issuesissues suchsuch asas 
rape,rape, itit isis morallymorally neutral.neutral. ThereThere isis 
nothingnothing directlydirectly eithereither morallymorally rightright 
oror morallymorally wrongwrong withwith conceivingconceiving aa 
childchild which,which, ifif itit isis allowedallowed toto 
develop,develop, willwill leadlead aa thoroughlythoroughly miser­miser­
ableable life.life. ConceivingConceiving suchsuch aa childchild 
couldcould bebe wrongwrong forfor thethe indirectindirect rea­rea­
sonssons SingerSinger notes,notes, i.e.,i.e., abortingaborting thethe 
pre-sentientpre-sentient fetusfetus couldcould bebe moremore dis­dis­
tutu rbirbi ngng forfor thethe couplecouple (and(and others,others, 
too,too, perhaps)perhaps) thanthan notnot conceivingconceiving atat 
all,all, butbut conceivingconceiving suchsuch aa childchild couldcould 
alsoalso bebe morallymorally justifiablejustifiable ifif thethe suf-,suf-, 
feriferi ngng associatedassociated with.with. abortionabortion werewere 
lessless thanthan thethe frustrationfrustration ofof notnot con­con­
ceivingceiving oror if,if, asas suggestedsuggested above,above, thethe 
productionproduction ofof suchsuch aa fetusfetus werewere nec­nec­
essaryessary forfor medicalmedical progress.progress. Addi­Addi­
tionally,tionally, conceiviconceivi ngng aa potentiallypotentially mis­mis­
erableerable childchild isis likelike thethe moderatemoderate useuse 
ofof alcoholalcohol oror otherother potentiallypotentially debili­debili­
tatingtating drugs:drugs: byby itselfitself itit isis eithereither 
morallymorally innocuousinnocuous oror morallymorally positive,positive, 
duedue toto thethe immediateimmediate satisfactionsatisfaction itit 
provides;provides; itit becomesbecomes morallymorally objec­objec­
tionabletionable onlyonly ifif itit isis allowedallowed toto leadlead toto 
consequencesconsequences whosewhose disvaldisval ueue out­out­
weighsweighs thatthat immediateimmediate satisfaction.satisfaction. AsAs 
longlong asas oneone takestakes stepssteps toto insureinsure thatthat 
thesethese adverseadverse consequencesconsequences willwill notnot 
occur,occur, therethere isis nothingnothing directlydirectly wr~>ngwr~>ng 

withwith suchsuch indulgencesindulgences inin thethe poten­poten­
tiallytially harmful.harmful. 

Finally,Finally, allowingallowing aa thoroughlythoroughly andand 
incurablyincurably miserablemiserable childchild toto continuecontinue 
toto suffersuffer seemsseems clearlyclearly immoral.immoral. OnlyOnly 
thethe possibilitypossibility ofof therebythereby makingmaking aa 
greatgreat contributioncontribution toto easingeasing thethe suf­suf­
feringfering ofof othersothers wouldwould justifyjustify keepingkeeping 
suchsuch aa childchild alive.alive. SatisfyingSatisfying thethe 
compulsioncompulsion ofof thethe parentsparents toto havehave aa 
livingliving productproduct ofof theirtheir ownown loinsloins palespales 
byby comparisoncomparison withwith thethe miserymisery ofof suchsuch 
anan infant.infant. However,However, priorprior existenceexistence 
utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas nono problemproblem 
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accountingaccounting forfor thisthis evaluationevaluation ofof (iii),(iii), 
forfor atat thisthis stagestage thethe sufferingsuffering childchild isis 
anan existing,existing, sentientsentient being.being. So,So, atat 
thethe stagestage wherewhere wewe intuitivelyintuitively feelfeel 
thatthat aa wrongwrong isis beingbeing donedone toto thethe 
sufferingsuffering child,child, priorprior existenceexistence utili­utili­
tarianimstarianims alsoalso findsfinds that,that, ceterisceteris pari­pari­
bus,bus, having,having, i.e.,i.e., keeping,keeping, suchsuch aa 
chichi IIdisdis ww roro nngg .. 

ConsideringConsidering havinghaving aa childchild whowho willwill 
bebe miserablemiserable ifif itit isis allowedallowed toto livelive 
andand eveneven conceiVingconceiVing suchsuch aa childchild dodo 
notnot bringbring miserymisery intointo thethe world.world. Mis­Mis­
eryery isis broughtbrought intointo thethe worldworld onlyonly 
whenwhen thatthat chch iiIdId hashas developeddeveloped toto thethe 
pointpoint wherewhere itit cancan suffersuffer andand whenwhen itit 
isis allowedallowed toto continuecontinue toto livelive andand suf­suf­
fer.fer. II thinkthink SingerSinger believesbelieves hishis casecase 
posesposes aa problemproblem forfor priorprior existenceexistence 
utilitarianismutilitarianism becausebecause hehe doesdoes notnot 
clearlyclearly distinguishdistinguish intention,intention, concep­concep­
tion,tion, andand maintenancemaintenance and,and, conse­conse­
quentiy,quentiy, transferstransfers thethe intuitivelyintuitively neg­neg­
ativeative moralmoral evaluationevaluation ofof thethe thirdthird ofof 
thesethese stagesstages backback toto thethe earlierearlier twotwo 
stages.stages. However,However, onceonce wewe cleaclea rlyrly 
distingudistingu ishish thesethese thth reeree stages,stages, wewe cancan 
seesee thatthat thisthis casecase doesdoes notnot posepose aa 
problemproblem forfor priorprior existenceexistence utilitarian­utilitarian­
ism,ism, sincesince "bringing"bringing aa miserablemiserable lifelife 
intointo thethe world"world" refersrefers toto actualizingactualizing 
(or(or allowingallowing toto startstart operating)operating) thethe 
capacitycapacity toto suffersuffer ofof anan alreadyalready exist­exist­
inging individual.individual. TheThe differencedifference 
betweenbetween bringingbringing aa miserablemiserable lifelife intointo 
thethe worldworld andand bringingbringing miserymisery intointo aa 
lifelife seemsseems toto bebe limitedlimited toto thethe factfact 
thatthat inin thethe latterlatter casecase thethe individual'sindividual's 
capacitycapacity toto feelfeel pleasurepleasure andand painpain (or(or 
toto havehave fulfilledfulfilled oror frustratedfrustrated prefer­prefer­
ences)ences) hashas alreadyalready beenbeen operatingoperating forfor 
aa while,while, whilewhile inin thethe formerformer casecase wewe 
areare consideringconsidering itsits initialinitial actualiza­actualiza­
tion.tion. SinceSince inin eithereither casecase thethe indi­indi­
vidualvidual alreadyalready exists,exists, thisthis differencedifference 
doesdoes notnot constituteconstitute aa difficultydifficulty forfor 
priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianism.utilitarianism. 

Finally,Finally, SingerSinger maintainsmaintains thatthat toto bebe 
satisfactory,satisfactory, priorprior existenceexistence utilitari­utilitari­
anismanism wouldwould havehave toto explainexplain thethe fol­fol­
lowinglowing asymmetry:asymmetry: 
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ifif thethe pleasurepleasure aa possiblepossible childchild 
willwill havehave isis notnot aa reasonreason forfor 
bringingbringing itit intointo thethe world,world, whywhy 
isis thethe painpain aa possiblepossible childchild willwill 
experienceexperience aa reasonreason againstagainst 
bringingbringing itit intointo thethe world?world? 
TheThe priorprior existenceexistence viewview mustmust 
explainexplain thethe asymmetryasymmetry betweenbetween 
casescases ofof possiblepossible childrenchildren whowho 
areare likelylikely toto havehave pleasantpleasant 
lives,lives, andand possiblepossible childrenchildren 
whowho areare likelylikely toto havehave misera­misera­

20bleble lives.lives. 2D 

However,However, therethere isis nono needneed forfor suchsuch 
anan explanation,explanation, forfor therethere isis nono asym­asym­
metrymetry here.here. TheThe possiblepossible happyhappy lifelife 
ofof aa normalnormal childchild andand thethe possiblepossible 
miserablemiserable lifelife ofof aa deformeddeformed childchild 
becomebecome reasonsreasons forfor having,having, i.i. e.,e., 
keeping,keeping, thethe normalnormal childchild andand notnot 
having,having, i.e.,i.e., aborting,aborting, thethe deformeddeformed 
childchild onlyonly whenwhen thethe childchild isis alreadyalready inin 
existenceexistence andand itsits capacitycapacity forfor happi­happi­
nessness oror miserymisery isis readyready toto bebe actual­actual­
ized.ized. AtAt thatthat stagestage thethe obligationobligation toto 
keepkeep thethe normalnormal childchild isis asas strongstrong (on(on 
eithereither classicalclassical oror preferencepreference utilita­utilita­
rianrian grounds)grounds) asas thethe obligationobligation toto 
abortabort thethe deformeddeformed chch ild.ild. SimiiaSimiia rly,rly, 
seriouslyseriously consideringconsidering conceivingconceiving andand 
maintainingmaintaining anan assuredlyassuredly miserablemiserable 
childchild isis ordinarilyordinarily anan expressionexpression ofof 
badbad moralmoral character,character, whilewhile seriouslyseriously 
consideringconsidering conceivingconceiving andand maintainingmaintaining 
aa normalnormal childchild isis ordinarilyordinarily anan 
expressionexpression ofof good,good, i.i. e.,e., responsible,responsible, 
generous,generous, oror loving,loving, character.character. 2121 

TheThe actualactual conceivingconceiving ofof eithereither childchild 
is,is, ofof course,course, inin itselfitself justjust pleasantpleasant 
(ceteris(ceteris paribus).paribus). So,So, atat eacheach stagestage 
therethere isis symmetrysymmetry inin ourour evaluationsevaluations 
concerningconcerning parentingparenting aa normalnormal childchild 
andand parentingparenting aa miserablemiserable one.one. 
wouldwould guessguess thatthat SingerSinger believesbelieves therethere 
isis anan asymmetryasymmetry herehere becausebecause hehe isis 
comparingcomparing ourour obligationobligation (given(given cur­cur­
rentrent liberalliberal intuitions)intuitions) toto abortabort anan 
alreadyalready existing,existing, thoughthough notnot yetyet sen­sen­
tient,tient, seriouslyseriously deformeddeformed chch iiIdId withwith 
ourour lacklack ofof obligationobligation (again,(again, givengiven 
cucu rrentrrent liberalliberal intuitions)intuitions) toto conceiveconceive 
normalnormal children.children. ButBut onceonce again,again, ifif 
wewe clearlyclearly distinguishdistinguish intention,intention, 

I I 
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conception,conception, andand maintenance,maintenance, thethe sup­sup­
posedposed obstacleobstacle toto acceptingaccepting priorprior 
existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism disappears.disappears. 

ToTo sumsum upup thisthis discussiondiscussion ofof Sing­Sing­
er'ser's objectionobjection toto priorprior existenceexistence utilit­utilit­
arianism,arianism, first,first, thatthat objectionobjection isis basedbased 
onon aa fantasticfantastic possibility,possibility, andand itit isis atat 
leastleast notnot obviousobvious thatthat thethe fatefate ofof 
moralmoral theoriestheories hingeshinges onon theirtheir abilityability 
oror inabilityinability toto handlehandle thethe fantastic.fantastic. 
Second,Second, whatwhat wouldwould bebe dementeddemented oror 
perverseperverse inin thethe projectproject ofof papa rentirenti ngng 
SingerSinger describesdescribes isis thethe charactercharacter ofof 
thethe prospectiveprospective parents,parents, andand priorprior 
existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas nono moremore 
difficultydifficulty makingmaking charactercharacter evaluationsevaluations 
thanthan doesdoes totaltotal viewview utilitarianism.utilitarianism. 
Third,Third, ifif wewe clearlyclearly distinguishdistinguish thethe 
threethree stagesstages ofof thethe project--consider­project--consider­
inging havinghaving aa miserablemiserable child,child, conceiv­conceiv­
inging suchsuch aa child,child, andand keepingkeeping thethe 
child--itchild--it becomesbecomes clearclear thatthat therethere isis aa 
definite,definite, direct,direct, moralmoral wrongwrong onlyonly atat 
thethe thirdthird stage,stage, butbut sincesince thethe childchild 
alreadyalready existsexists atat thatthat stage,stage, priorprior 
existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas nono diffi­diffi­
cultyculty accountingaccounting forfor thatthat wrong.wrong. 
Finally,Finally, priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism 
doesdoes notnot requirerequire anyany asymmetryasymmetry inin thethe 
criteriacriteria employedemployed inin determiningdetermining ourour 
obligationsobligations concerningconcerning havinghaving oror notnot 
havinghaving normalnormal oror miserablemiserable children.children. 
Thus,Thus, Singer'sSinger's challengechallenge toto priorprior 
existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism hashas beenbeen met.met. 
(And(And thethe strategystrategy employedemployed herehere doesdoes 
notnot suggestsuggest thatthat aa similarsimilar responseresponse toto 
hishis challengechallenge toto totaltotal viewview utilitarian­utilitarian­
ismism couldcould bebe made--heremade--here therethere isis anan 
asymmetry.asymmetry. )) 

ThereThere isis oneone otherother objectionobjection toto 
priorprior existenceexistence utilitarianismutilitarianism whichwhich 
mightmight bebe raised,raised, namely,namely, thatthat itit wouwou IdId 
rulerule outout obligationsobligations toto futufutu rere genera­genera­
tiontion s.s. OneOne coucou Id,Id, ofof coucou rse,rse, havehave 
obiobi igationsigations toto respectrespect howhow cucu rrentlyrrently 
existingexisting peoplepeople (and(and animals?)animals?) feelfeel 
aboutabout thethe IIifeife prospectsprospects ofof futufutu rere 
generations,generations, butbut sincesince theythey dodo notnot 
exist,exist, wewe couldcould notnot havehave directdirect obli­obli­
gationsgations toto them.them. ThisThis mightmight seemseem aa 
seriousserious problem,problem, forfor thethe ideaidea ofof ouou rr 

obligationsobligations toto futufutu rere generationsgenerations seemsseems 
toto bebe aa faifai rlyrly commoncommon oneone andand hashas 
achievedachieved somesome currencycurrency inin environ­environ­
mentalmental ethics.ethics. Nonetheless,Nonetheless, II thinthin kk 
thethe priorprior existenceexistence viewview isis correct:correct: 
wewe dodo notnot havehave obligationsobligations toto futurefuture 
generations.generations. AndAnd recognizingrecognizing thisthis 
needneed notnot posepose anan obstacleobstacle forfor thethe 
developmentdevelopment ofof anan effectiveeffective envienvi ron­ron­
mentalmental ethics.ethics. 

OnOn anyany givengiven day,day, ourour obligationobligation 
toto dodo thatthat whichwhich willwill maximizemaximize thethe 
long-rangelong-range happinesshappiness oror accordaccord withwith 
thethe long-long- rangerange preferencespreferences ofof thosethose 
currentlycurrently alivealive commitscommits usus toto lookinglooking 
seventy-fiveseventy-five toto oneone hundredhundred yearsyears 
intointo thethe future.future. 2222 II doubtdoubt thatthat wewe 
areare capablecapable ofof makingmaking significantsignificant pro­pro­
jectionsjections ofof useuse patterns,patterns, preferences,preferences, 
technologicaltechnological developments,developments, andand otherother 
importantimportant mattersmatters concerningconcerning thethe 
qualityquality ofof lifelife moremore thanthan seventy-fiveseventy-five 
toto oneone hundredhundred yearsyears intointo thethe future.future. 
So,So, ifif wewe insureinsure thatthat ourour environmen­environmen­
tallytally significantsignificant practicespractices willwill notnot leadlead 
usus (humans(humans andand animals)animals) toto bebe dissat­dissat­
isfiedisfied withwith thethe qualityquality ofof lifelife availableavailable 
toto usus seventy-fiveseventy-five toto oneone hh uu ndnd redred 
yearsyears hence,hence, II thinkthink wewe willwill bebe doingdoing 
thethe bestbest wewe can.can. Also,Also, letlet usus notnot 
forgetforget thatthat everyevery timetime aa decisiondecision mustmust 
bebe mademade aboutabout maintaining,maintaining, altering,altering, 
oror abandoningabandoning aa program,program, thatthat deci­deci­
sionsion wouwou IdId havehave toto bebe basedbased onon aa 
considerationconsideration ofof whatwhat wouldwould bebe bestbest 
forfor thethe seventy-fiveseventy-five toto oneone hundredhundred 
yearsyears stretchingstretching intointo thethe futurefuture fromfrom 
thatthat date.date. Consequently,Consequently, foregoingforegoing 
thethe ideaidea ofof directdirect obligationsobligations toto futurefuture 
generationsgenerations wouldwould notnot cripplecripple environ­environ­
mentalmental ethics.ethics. 

ToTo summarize,summarize, fourfour ofof thethe sixsix 
moralmoral theoriestheories consideredconsidered herehere extendextend 
moralmoral valuevalue toto lifelife inin aa wayway whichwhich 
protectsprotects individualindividual humanshumans andand animalsanimals 
fromfrom thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. TheThe 
onon IyIy moralmoral theoriestheories consideredconsidered herehere 
whichwhich provideprovide nono suchsuch protectionprotection areare 
thethe twotwo formsforms ofof totaltotal viewview utilitarian­utilitarian­
ism.ism. However,However, totaltotal viewview utilitarian­utilitarian­
ismism wouldwould sanctionsanction thethe replaceabilityreplaceability 
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ofof humans,humans, asas wellwell asas ofof animals,animals, andand 
wouldwould obligateobligate usus toto havehave asas manymany 
childrenchildren andand toto breedbreed asas manymany animalsanimals 
asas thethe eaea rthrth cancan supportsupport withoutwithout 
diminishingdiminishing thethe over-allover-all happinesshappiness (or(or 
fulfillment)fulfillment) inin thethe world.world. TheThe otherother 
foufou rr moralmoral theoriestheories consideredconsidered herehere dodo 
notnot encounterencounter thesethese difficulties.difficulties. So,So, 
ifif thesethese otherother theoriestheories dodo notnot fallfall 
preyprey toto other,other, moremore seriousserious difficul­difficul­
ties--andties--and wewe havehave seenseen thatthat somesome pro­pro­
posedposed objectionsobjections toto priorprior existenceexistence 
utilitarianismutilitarianism fail--therefail--there wouldwould seemseem toto 
bebe ample,ample, animal-independentanimal-independent reasonreason 
forfor eveneven utilitariansutilitarians toto rejectreject totaltotal 
viewview utilitarianism,utilitarianism, therebythereby undercut­undercut­
tingting thethe replaceabilityreplaceability argument.argument. 
Therefore,Therefore, fromfrom aa theoretical,theoretical, asas wellwell 
asas aa practical,practical, perspective,perspective, thethe 
replaceabilityreplaceability argumentargument doesdoes notnot posepose 
aa seriousserious obstacleobstacle toto thethe developmentdevelopment 
ofof animalanimal rightsrights andand otherother attemptsattempts toto 
improveimprove thethe moralmoral statusstatus andand thethe liveslives 
ofof animals.animals. 

SteveSteve F.F. Sapontzis�Sapontzis 
University,�CaliforniaCalifornia StateState University, 

Hayward�Hayward 

Notes�Notes 

ByBy "the"the replaceabilityreplaceability argument,"argument," 
II understandunderstand thethe formuformu lationlation ofof itit 
foundfound inin thethe March,March, 1982,1982, issueissue ofof 
EthicsEthics 8-8- AnimalsAnimals (111/1,(111/1, p.p. 1)1) :: 

ItIt isis permissible,permissible, ceterisceteris pari­pari­
bus,bus, toto useuse anan animalanimal andand toto 
killkill itit (for(for foodfood oror researchresearch oror 
anythinganything else)else) providedprovided thatthat 
thethe followingfollowing conditionsconditions areare 
met.met. 

(a)(a) thethe lifelife ofof thethe animalanimal isis 
onon balancebalance aa lifelife worthworth live,live, 

(b)(b) thethe animalanimal otherwiseotherwise 
wouldwould havehave nono lifelife atat allall 
(would(would notnot exist),exist), andand 

(c)(c) thethe animalanimal willwill bebe 
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replaced,replaced, atat oror afterafter death,death, byby 
anotheranother animalanimal inin thethe casecase ofof 
whwh ichich conditionsconditions (a)(a) andand (b)(b) 
hold.hold. 

(It(It isis toto bebe understood,understood, ofof course,course, 
thatthat ifif therethere areare differencesdifferences ofof degreedegree 
amongamong liveslives whichwhich areare onon balancebalance 
worthworth living,living, thenthen thethe lifelife ofof thethe lifelife 
ofof thethe replacementreplacement animalanimal isis toto bebe ofof aa 
leastleast asas highhigh aa degreedegree asas thatthat ofof thethe 
animalanimal itit replaces.)replaces.) 

22 ByBy "individuality""individuality" II dodo notnot meanmean 
anythinganything havinghaving toto dodo withwith thethe qual­qual­
ity,ity, natunatu re,re, oror complexitycomplexity ofof differentdifferent 
personalitiespersonalities oror characters.characters. II meanmean 
simplysimply thethe "thisness,""thisness," asas DunsDuns ScotusScotus 
calledcalled it,it, whwh ichich quantitativelyquantitatively sepa­sepa­
ratesrates usus asas differentdifferent beings.beings. 

33 ImmanuelImmanuel Kant,Kant, FoundationsFoundations ofof thethe 
MetaphysicsMetaphysics ofof Morals,Morals, trans.trans. LewisLewis 
WhiteWhite BeckBeck (I(I ndianapolis:ndianapolis: TheThe LibraryLibrary 
ofof LiberalLiberal Arts,Arts, 1959),1959), pp.pp. 46-4746-47 

44 TomTom Regan,Regan, "An"An ExaminationExamination andand 
DefenseDefense ofof OneOne ArgumentArgument ConcerningConcerning 
AnimalAnimal Rights,"Rights," InquiryInquiry 22/122/1 &2&2 
(1979),(1979), pp.pp. 208-209.208-209. T.T. L.L. S.S. 
SpriggeSprigge alsoalso usesuses thisthis argumentargument toto 
advocateadvocate animalanimal rightsrights inin hishis essayessay 
"Metaphysics,"Metaphysics, Physicalism,Physicalism, andand AnimalAnimal 
Rights,"Rights," InquiryInquiry 22/122/1 &2&2 (1979),(1979), pp.pp. 
101-143.101-143. 

55 Regan'sRegan's "illumination""illumination" ofof whywhy itit isis 
wrongwrong toto treattreat independentindependent valuersvaluers 
merelymerely asas meansmeans isis vitiatedvitiated byby hishis 
uncriticallyuncritically lumpinglumping acknowledgingacknowledging andand 
respectirespecti ngng thatthat independence-independence- -a-a susu r­r­
prisingprising lapselapse fromfrom aa philosopherphilosopher whowho 
isis usuallyusually meticulousmeticulous inin drawingdrawing andand 
observingobserving distinctions.distinctions. IfIf II guard,guard, 
chain,chain, oror cagecage slavesslaves oror animalsanimals toto 
keepkeep themthem fromfrom escapingescaping mymy control,control, 
therebythereby acknowledgeacknowledge thatthat theythey placeplace aa 
differentdifferent valuevalue onon theirtheir liveslives andand con­con­
ditionsditions thanthan II do.do. II eveneven "respect""respect" 
theithei rr valval uesues inin thethe pragmaticpragmatic wayway oneone 
"respects""respects" thethe powerpower ofof andand dangerdanger 
posedposed byby anan adversaadversa ry,ry, althoughalthough II dodo 
notnot "respect""respect" theirtheir evaluationsevaluations ofof 
theithei rr IIivesives andand conditionsconditions inin thethe moralmoral 

I I 
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sensesense ofof thethe term;term; thatthat is,is, II dodo notnot 
honorhonor thosethose evaluations,evaluations, treattreat themthem asas 
aa basisbasis forfor rights,rights, considerconsider themthem toto 
constituteconstitute justifiedjustified claimsclaims toto somethingsomething 
andand againstagainst me,me, oror feelfeel dutyduty boundbound 
notnot toto interfereinterfere withwith responsibleresponsible 
attemptsattempts toto fulfillfulfill thosethose values.values. SuchSuch 
lacklack ofof moralmoral respectrespect doesdoes notnot commitcommit 
thethe fauxfaux paspas ofof denyingdenying whatwhat thesethese 
individualsindividuals inin factfact are,are, i.e.,i.e., indepen­indepen­
dentdent valuers;valuers; itit merelymerely indicatesindicates thatthat 
II amam willingwilling toto denydeny thesethese individualsindividuals 
thethe satisfactionsatisfaction ofof theirtheir desires,desires, 
needs,needs, wants,wants, etc.,etc., inin orderorder toto sat­sat­
isfyisfy mymy own.own. So,So, Regan'sRegan's analysisanalysis 
doesdoes notnot showshow whywhy thisthis attitudeattitude 
towardstowards othersothers isis morallymorally objection­objection­
able.able. 

66 PeterPeter Singer,Singer, PracticalPractical EthicsEthics 
(Cambridge:(Cambridge: CambridgeCambridge UniversityUniversity 
Press,Press, 1979),1979), ChaptersChapters 44 andand 5.5. 

77 DavidDavid Hume,Hume, AA TreatiseTreatise ofof HumanHuman 
Nature,Nature, PartPart III,III, SectionSection xvi,xvi, andand 
RichardRichard A.A. Watson,Watson, "Consciousness"Consciousness 
andand thethe RightsRights ofof NonhumanNonhuman AnimalsAnimals 
andand NatuNatu re,"re," EnvironmentalEnvironmental EthicsEthics 1/21/2 
(1979).(1979). 

88 S.S. F.F. Sapontzis,Sapontzis, "Are"Are AnimalsAnimals 
MoralMoral Beings?,"Beings?," AmericanAmerican PhilosophicalPhilosophical 
QuarterlyQuarterly 17/117/1 (1980).(1980). 

99 PhilosophyPhilosophy && PublicPublic AffairsAffairs 10/110/1 
((1981),1981), p.p. 57.57. 

1010 PracticalPractical Ethics,Ethics, p.p. 81.81. 

1111 OfOf course,course, oneone maymay desiredesire some­some­
thingthing yetyet preferprefer thatthat itit notnot happen,happen, 
asas whenwhen one'sone's desiresdesires conflictconflict withwith hishis 
moralmoral commitments.commitments. However,However, failingfailing 
suchsuch conflicts,conflicts, toto desiredesire XX isis toto pre­pre­
ferfer thatthat itit occuoccu r.r. WeWe wouwou IdId suspectsuspect 
thatthat somesome stipulativestipulative definitiondefinition isis atat 
work,work, ifif wewe heahea rdrd someonesomeone saysay some­some­
thingthing likelike "I"I desiredesire XX andand feelfeel nono 
conflictingconflicting desiresdesires oror values,values, yetyet II dodo 
notnot preferprefer thatthat XX occuoccu r.r. "" 

1212 InIn InterestsInterests andand RightsRights (Oxford,(Oxford, 
ClarendonClarendon Press,Press, 1980),1980), R.R. G.G. FreyFrey 
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contendscontends thatthat desiringdesiring requiresrequires lin­lin­
guisticguistic ability,ability, forfor (i)(i) desiringdesiring XX 
requiresrequires believingbelieving thatthat wewe dodo notnot cur­cur­
rentlyrently havehave XX andand thatthat havinghaving XX 
wouldwould improveimprove ourour condtioncondtion andand (ii)(ii) 
believingbelieving requiresrequires linguisticlinguistic abilityability 
becausebecause 

[in][in] expressionsexpressions ofof thethe formform 
"He"He believesbelieves thatthat .. ,"," whatwhat 
followsfollows thethe "that""that" isis aa sentencesentence 
andand whatwhat thethe "he""he" inin questionquestion 
belbel ievesieves isis thatthat thatthat sentencesentence 
isis truetrue (87)(87) 

andand 
sentencessentences areare thethe sortssorts ofof 
thingsthings whichwhich II andand othersothers 
regardregard asas capablecapable ofof beingbeing 
truetrue andand falsefalse (89).(89). 

However,However, thatthat sentencessentences andand beliefsbeliefs 
aa rere bothboth capablecapable ofof beibei ngng truetrue oror 
falsefalse nono moremore establishesestablishes aa dependencedependence 
ofof thethe latterlatter onon thethe formerformer thanthan thethe 
factfact thatthat automobilesautomobiles andand eveningevening 
gownsgowns cancan bothboth bebe redred establishesestablishes 
thatthat thethe latterlatter requirerequire thethe former.former. 
Similarly,Similarly, thatthat thethe objectobject ofof aa beliefbelief 
statementstatement isis aa sentencesentence nono moremore 
establishesestablishes thatthat thethe objectobject ofof aa beliefbelief 
isis aa sentencesentence thanthan thethe factfact thatthat thethe 
objectobject ofof visionvision isis expressedexpressed byby aa 
wordword inin "I"I sawsaw john"John" establishesestablishes thatthat 
thethe objectobject ofof perceptionperception isis aa word.word. 
WhenWhen II amam thth iirsty,rsty, thethe objectobject ofof mymy 
desiredesire andand ofof mymy beliefsbeliefs aboutabout whatwhat II 
lacklack andand whatwhat wouldwould improveimprove mymy con­con­
ditiondition isis somethingsomething toto drink,drink, notnot aa 
sentencesentence aboutabout somethingsomething toto drink.drink. 
NoNo amountamount ofof grammaticalgrammatical analysisanalysis willwill 
changechange that.that. AndAnd anan analysisanalysis ofof howhow 
wewe talktalk aboutabout interests,interests, desires,desires, andand 
beliefsbeliefs isis nono substitutesubstitute forfor anan analysisanalysis 
ofof interests,interests, desires,desires, andand beliefsbeliefs 
themselves,themselves, whichwhich isis whywhy Frey'sFrey's bookbook 
failsfails toto showshow thatthat animalsanimals lacklack inter­inter­
ests,ests, desires,desires, oror beliefsbeliefs becausebecause ofof 
theithei rr lacklack ofof linguisticlinguistic ability.ability. 

1313 Jean-Pauljean-Paul Sartre,Sartre, TheThe Transcen­Transcen­
dencedence ofof thethe EgoEgo (New(New York:York: TheThe 
NoondayNoonday Press,Press, 1957),1957), andand MauriceMaurice 
MerleauMerleau -- Ponty,Ponty, PhenomenologyPhenomenology ofof Per­Per­
ceptionception (New(New York:York: HumanitiesHumanities Press,Press, 
1962)1962) .. 
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1414 In.In. "Singer"Singer onon KillingKilling andand thethe 
PreferencePreference forfor Life"Life" (Inquiry(Inquiry 22/122/1 &2&2 
(1979),(1979), pp.pp. 157-170),157-170), MichaelMichael Lock­Lock­
woodwood alsoalso questionsquestions whetherwhether prefer­prefer­
enceence utilitarianismutilitarianism drawsdraws aa significantsignificant 
distinctiondistinction betweenbetween humanshumans andand ani­ani­
malsmals inin regardregard toto thethe moralitymorality ofof kill­kill­
inging andand replacingreplacing them.them. 

1515 SomethingSomething likelike Bentham'sBentham's catego­catego­
riesries forfor measuringmeasuring pleasures,pleasures, e.g.,e.g., 
intensity,intensity, dudu ration,ration, andand extent,extent, wouwou ldld 
havehave toto bebe deviseddevised forfor measuringmeasuring 
preferences,preferences, sincesince notnot allall preferencespreferences 
areare equallyequally preferred.preferred. 

1616 PracticalPractical Ethics,Ethics, pp.pp. 86-87.86-87. 

1717 IIbid.,bid., p.p. 87.87. 

1818 Ibid.,Ibid., pp.pp. 87-88.87-88. 

1919 IfIf thethe childchild isis notnot allowedallowed toto 
developdevelop toto thethe pointpoint wherewhere itit willwill 
experienceexperience painpain oror otherother miseries,miseries, 
thenthen therethere isis nono harm.harm. However,However, itit 
isis eveneven harderharder toto conceiveconceive ofof peoplepeople 
whowho areare soso desperatedesperate toto conceiveconceive aa 
childchild thatthat theythey wouldwould dodo soso knowingknowing 
fullfull wellwell thatthat thethe fetusfetus willwill bebe abortedaborted 
beforebefore thethe endend ofof thethe fifi rstrst trimester.trimester. 
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TheThe onlyonly faintlyfaintly realisticrealistic possiblitypossiblity ofof 
thth isis II cancan imageimage isis wherewhere thethe abortedaborted 
fetusfetus wouldwould bebe crucialcrucial forfor researchresearch 
towardtoward curingcuring thethe debilitatingdebilitating diseasedisease 
oror birthbirth defect.defect. However,However, inin thatthat 
case,case, farfar fromfrom doingdoing wrong,wrong, thethe 
couplecouple couldcould bebe consideredconsidered self-sacri­self-sacri­
ficing,ficing, eveneven heroic.heroic. 

2020 PracticalPractical Ethics,Ethics, p.p. 87.87. 

2121 ThisThis isis notnot toto saysay thatthat notnot con­con­
sideringsidering oror consideringconsidering notnot havinghaving 
normalnormal childrenchildren isis ordinarilyordinarily anan 
expressionexpression ofof badbad moralmoral character-character- -al­-al­
though,though, contrarycontrary toto Singer'sSinger's intui­intui­
tions,tions, thatthat wouldwould bebe aa fairlyfairly tradi­tradi­
tionaltional evaluation.evaluation. 

2222 TheThe seventy-fiveseventy-five yearyear figurefigure isis 
closeclose toto correctcorrect ifif wewe useuse averageaverage 
humanhuman lifelife expectancyexpectancy asas ourour basis;basis; 
thethe oneone hundredhundred yearyear figurefigure isis cor­cor­
rectrect ifif wewe useuse thethe normalnormal maximummaximum 
humanhuman lifelife expectancyexpectancy asas ourour basis,basis, 
sincesince everyevery humanhuman generationgeneration seemsseems toto 
produceproduce somesome centenacentena rians.rians. WhatWhat thethe 
correctcorrect figuresfigures wouldwould bebe ifif wewe 
includedincluded animals,animals, asas wewe should,should, inin 
figuringfiguring thethe averageaverage oror normalnormal maxi­maxi­
mummum lifelife expectancy,expectancy, II dodo notnot know.know. 


