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REPORT:

REPORT:
 
EasternEastern RegionalRegional Planning

Planning 
Conference,Conference, Mobilization
Mobilization 

forfor Animals,Animals, FebruaryFebruary 13,13, 1982
1982 
Boston,Boston, Massachusetts
Massachusetts 

MobilizationMobilization forfor AnimalsAnimals isis thethe for­for­
mermer tasktask forceforce onon laboratorylaboratory experi­experi­
mentationmentation whichwhich waswas originallyoriginally setset upup 
atat thethe ActionAction forfor LifeLife conferenceconference (see(see 
E&AE&A 11/3)11/3) andand subsequentlysubsequently integratedintegrated 
intointo thethe tasktask forceforce structurestructure ofof 
A.R.M.A.R.M. atat thethe MobilizationMobilization forfor AnimalAnimal 
RightsRights conferenceconference (see(see E&AE&A 11/4).11/4). ItIt 
isis nownow incorporatedincorporated asas ciI1independentciI1independent 
entityentity distinctdistinct fromfrom A.A. R.M.R.M. ItsIts imme­imme­
diatediate purposepurpose isis toto coordinatecoordinate andand 
successfullysuccessfully mountmount thethe largestlargest demon­demon­
strationstration againstagainst laboratorylaboratory experimen­experimen­
tationtation onon animalsanimals whichwhich hashas everever takentaken 
placeplace inin thisthis country.country. ThisThis demon­demon­
strationstration willwill focusfocus onon experimentationexperimentation 
onon primatesprimates andand willwill taketake placeplace inin 
thth reeree locationslocations simultaneouslysimultaneously onon AprilApril 
24,24, 1983.1983. TheThe targetstargets ofof protestprotest willwill 
bebe thethe primateprimate researesea rchrch centerscenters atat thethe 
UniversityUniversity ofof Washington,Washington, thethe Univer­Univer­
sitysity ofof Wisconsin,Wisconsin, andand HarvardHarvard Uni­Uni­
versity'sversity's facilitiesfacilities atat Southboro,Southboro, Mas­Mas­
sachusetts.sachusetts. ForFor greatergreater geographicalgeographical 
accessibility,accessibility, thethe westernwestern regionalregional 
demonstrationdemonstration hashas beenbeen movedmoved toto thethe 
UniversityUniversity ofof CaliforniaCalifornia atat Davis.Davis. 

TheThe easterneastern regionalregional planningplanning ses­ses­
sion,sion, whichwhich tooktook placeplace recentlyrecently inin 
Boston,Boston, waswas attendedattended byby approxi­approxi­
matelymately fiftyfifty hard-corehard-core activistsactivists whowho 
hadhad clearlyclearly comecome toto BostonBoston toto work.work. 
TheThe exhaustingexhausting butbut inspiringinspiring eighteight 
hourhour conferenceconference waswas divideddivided intointo twotwo 
sessionssessions byby aa briefbrief intermissionintermission forfor aa 
veganvegan lunchlunch andand informalinformal conversationconversation 
amongamong thethe participants.participants. TheThe morningmorning 
sessionsession beganbegan withwith aa detaileddetailed overviewoverview 
andand summarysummary ofof thethe preparationspreparations forfor 
thethe demonstrationdemonstration toto datedate byby RichardRichard 
Morgan,Morgan, nationalnational coordicoordi natornator ofof thethe 
Mobilization.Mobilization. MorganMorgan notednoted thatthat mediamedia 
interestinterest inin thethe eventevent isis alreadyalready 

runningrunning highhigh withwith inquiinqui riesries aa yearyear 
andand aa halfhalf aheadahead byby thethe LosLos AngelesAngeles 
TimesTimes andand thethe ChicagoChicago Tribune.Tribune. HeHe 
estimatedestimated aa turnoutturnout atat thethe SouthboroSouthboro 
demonstrationdemonstration ofof atat leastleast 10,00010,000 peo­peo­
ple.ple. 

TheThe discussiondiscussion whichwhich followedfollowed Mor­Mor­
gan'sgan's talktalk focusedfocused onon logisticallogistical ques­ques­
tionstions andand strategystrategy andand onon thethe proba­proba­
bleble demandsdemands whichwhich thethe MobilizationMobilization 
wouldwould makemake ofof thethe primateprimate centers:centers: 
completecomplete accessaccess atat reasonablereasonable timestimes toto 
allall partsparts ofof thethe facilitiesfacilities byby thethe pub­pub­
lic;lic; completecomplete accessaccess toto allall filesfiles onon 
experimentation;experimentation; unguidedunguided andand unan­unan­
nouncednounced inspectioninspection ofof thethe laboratorieslaboratories 
byby professionalprofessional personnel;personnel; determina­determina­
tiontion ofof thethe legitimacylegitimacy ofof allall proposedproposed 
experimentsexperiments byby aa panelpanel ofof expertsexperts 
includingincluding atat leastleast oneone membermember ofof anan 
animalanimal rightsrights groupgroup representingrepresenting thethe 
animal'sanimal's interest;interest; andand immediateimmediate cessa­cessa­
tiontion ofof certaincertain experiments.experiments. 

TheThe afternoonafternoon sessionsession waswas devoteddevoted 
toto thethe formationformation ofof aa numbernumber ofof com­com­
mitteesmittees andand assignmentassignment ofof taskstasks toto thethe 
participants.participants. TheThe committeescommittees estab­estab­
lishedlished were:were: outreachoutreach andand organiz­organiz­
ing,ing, researchresearch andand documentation,documentation, 
promotionalpromotional andand organizingorganizing materials,materials, 
fundfund raising,raising, mediamedia andand publicity,publicity, andand 
logistics,logistics, TheThe conferenceconference closedclosed withwith 
thethe showingshowing ofof aa grislygrisly butbut enlighten­enlighten­
inging filmfilm onon laboratorylaboratory experimentationexperimentation 
mademade byby thethe FundFund forfor Animals,Animals, whichwhich 
includedincluded graphicgraphic footagefootage ofof burnburn 
"experiments""experiments" onon unanesthetizedunanesthetized pigspigs 
withwith aa blowblow torchtorch atat aa militarymilitary testingtesting 
centercenter inin SanSan Antonio,Antonio, Texas.Texas. For­For­
mermer militarymilitary experimenterexperimenter DonaldDonald 
BarnesBarnes alsoalso providedprovided thethe participantsparticipants 
withwith anan updateupdate onon thethe currentcurrent statusstatus 
ofof thethe "Walgren"Walgren Bill"Bill" onon laboratorylaboratory 
experimentationexperimentation ,whose,whose provisionsprovisions areare 
cucu rrentlyrrently beingbeing workedworked outout withwith thethe 
inputinput ofof BarnesBarnes andand others.others. IfIf 
passed,passed, thethe billbill willwill strengthenstrengthen thethe 
provisionsprovisions ofof thethe AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare ActAct 
byby requirequi ringring thatthat aa panelpanel ofof experts,experts, 
includingincluding aa personperson speakingspeaking onon thethe 
animal'sanimal's behalf,behalf, authorizeauthorize experiments,experiments, 
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tightentighten thethe proceduresprocedures forfor inspectioninspection 
ofof laboratories,laboratories, andand allocateallocate fundsfunds 
developmentdevelopment ofof alternativesalternatives toto 
animalanimal experimentation.experimentation. 

forfor 
livelive 

GeorgeGeorge P.P. CaveCave 
Trans-SpeciesTrans-Species UnUn limitedlimited 

AA REPORTREPORT ANDAND ANAN ANALYSIS:ANALYSIS: 

Human/CompanionHuman/Companion AnimalAnimal 
BondBond ConferenceConference 

TheThe long-long- rangerange importanceimportance ofof thethe 
FiFi rstrst IInternationalnternational ConferenceConference onon thethe 
Human/CompanionHuman/Companion AnimalAnimal BondBond inin 
PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia inin OctoberOctober cannotcannot bebe 
over-estimated.over-estimated. IfIf itsits rippleripple effecteffect 
continues,continues, wewe maymay bebe reachingreaching aa turn­turn­
inging pointpoint inin thethe longlong andand complexcomplex his­his­
torytory ofof thethe human-animalhuman-animal relationship.relationship. 

ConferenceConference speakers,speakers, sponsorssponsors andand 
attendees,attendees, totalingtotaling nearlynearly 500,500, clearlyclearly 
reflectedreflected thethe varietyvariety ofof academic/sci­academic/sci­
entific,entific, charitablecharitable andand economiceconomic inter­inter­
estsests concernedconcerned withwith thethe recognitionrecognition 
andand enhancementenhancement ofof companioncompanion animalsanimals 
inin thethe liveslives ofof humanhuman beings.beings. TheyThey 
werewere broughtbrought togethertogether byby thethe Univer­Univer­
sitysity ofof Pennsylvania'sPennsylvania's four-year-oldfour-year-old 
CenterCenter forfor thethe IInteractionnteraction ofof AnimalsAnimals 
andand SocietySociety andand thethe newnew DeltaDelta SocietySociety 
ofof thethe LathamLatham Foundation.Foundation. (The(The Cen­Cen­
terter isis affiliatedaffiliated withwith thethe University'sUniversity's 
SchoolSchool ofof VeterinaryVeterinary Medicine.)Medicine.) 
CosponsorsCosponsors includedincluded thethe AmericanAmerican 
VeterinaryVeterinary MedicalMedical Association,Association, thethe 
AmericanAmerican PsychiatricPsychiatric Association,Association, thethe 
HumaneHumane SocietySociety ofof thethe UnitedUnited States,States, 
andand twotwo BritishBritish veterinaryveterinary organiza­organiza­
tions.tions. 

TheThe immediateimmediate interestinterest ofof mostmost ofof 
thethe participantsparticipants waswas inin makingmaking thethe 
case,case, scientificallyscientifically andand legally,legally, forfor 
animal-facilitatedanimal-facilitated therapytherapy inin institu­institu­
tionaltional situationssituations andand forfor reversalreversal ofof 
"no"no pets"pets" policiespolicies inin variousvarious typestypes ofof 
publicpublic andand privateprivate housing.housing. ThusThus 
heavyheavy emphasisemphasis waswas placedplaced onon thethe 
mentalmental andand physicalphysical healthhealth datadata 

alreadyalready accumulatedaccumulated byby suchsuch psychia­psychia­
triststrists asas AaronAaron KatcherKatcher ofof thethe Univer­Univer­
sitysity ofof PennsylvaniaPennsylvania andand SamuelSamuel Cor­Cor­
sonson ofof OhioOhio StateState andand psychologistpsychologist 
BorisBoris Levinson,Levinson, formerlyformerly ofof YeshivaYeshiva 
University.University. Katcher,Katcher, forfor example,example, 
hashas shownshown thatthat strokingstroking aa petpet reducesreduces 
hypertension,hypertension, andand thatthat petpet ownersowners 
maymay livelive longerlonger thanthan non-owners.non-owners. OfOf 
9292 hospitalizedhospitalized cardiaccardiac patientspatients ataata 
MaMa rylandryland hospital,hospital, 5353 hadhad petspets atat 
home.home. AfterAfter aa yearyear fromfrom discharge,discharge, 
onlyonly threethree hadhad died.died. OfOf thethe 3939 with­with­
outout pets,pets, eleveneleven hadhad dieddied withinwithin aa 
year.year. 

Corson'sCorson's pioneerpioneer studiesstudies onon thethe 
salutarysalutary effecteffect ofof petspets onon thethe institu­institu­
tionalizedtionalized inin anan OhioOhio nursingnursing homehome 
andand prisonprison havehave promptedprompted fufu rtherrther 
studiesstudies andand programsprograms throughoutthroughout thethe 
country,country, severalseveral ofof whichwhich werewere 
reportedreported onon atat thethe conference.conference. 

Levinson,Levinson, whowho 2020 yearsyears agoago virtu­virtu­
allyally stumbledstumbled onon thethe beneficialbeneficial assis­assis­
tancetance ofof petspets inin psychotherapypsychotherapy andand 
whowho hashas publishedpublished widelywidely onon thethe sub­sub­
ject,ject, lookedlooked toto thethe futufutu re.re. HeHe fore­fore­
sawsaw thethe yetyet unnamedunnamed animal-humananimal-human 
relationshiprelationship fieldfield asas aa "full-fledged"full-fledged 
discipline,discipline, withwith aa theorytheory andand method­method­
ologyology ofof itsits own."own." MoreMore researchresearch -­-­
quantifyingquantifying what,what, inin aa sense,sense, isis intui­intui­
tivelytively andand anecdotallyanecdotally knownknown hehe 
consideredconsidered thethe key,key, particularlyparticularly inin 
thethe followingfollowing fourfour fields:fields: 
1.1. TheThe historichistoric rolerole ofof animalsanimals inin var­var­
iousious humanhuman culturescultures andand ethnicethnic 
groups.groups. 
2.2. EffectEffect onon humanhuman personalitypersonality devel­devel­
opmentopment byby associationassociation withwith animals.animals. 
3.3. Human/animalHuman/animal communication.communication. 
4.4. TherapeuticTherapeutic useuse ofof animalsanimals inin psy­psy­
chotherapy,chotherapy, institutionalinstitutional andand residen­residen­
tialtial housing.housing. 

TheThe 4040 researchresearch paperspapers presentedpresented 
showedshowed thatthat manymany scholarsscholars hadhad antici­antici­
patedpated thethe need.need. AnthAnth ropologistropologist JoelJoel 
S.S. SavishinskySavishinsky ofof IthacaIthaca CollegeCollege 
tracedtraced thethe historichistoric andand widelywidely varyingvarying 
rolerole ofof petspets inin numerousnumerous societies.societies. 
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He,He, asas diddid KatcherKatcher inin anotheranother paper,paper, 
postupostu latedlated thatthat thethe petpet servesserves asas anan 
importantimportant mediummedium betweenbetween thethe realmsrealms 
ofof cultureculture andand nature.nature. Maxine·Maxine· FisherFisher 
ofof QueensQueens CollegeCollege discussed,discussed, fromfrom thethe 
standpointstandpoint ofof threethree ofof today'stoday's existingexisting 
primitiveprimitive societies,societies, thethe eatingeating ofof petspets 
(dogs(dogs andand pigs).pigs). ThoughThough thethe animalanimal 
maymay endend upup inin thethe pot,pot, thethe personperson 
whowho raisedraised itit usuallyusually abstains.abstains. 

ItIt waswas nono surprisesurprise thatthat "compan­"compan­
ionship"ionship" appearsappears toto bebe thethe primeprime moti­moti­
vationvation forfor today'stoday's petpet owning,owning, accord­accord­
iingng toto resres uu ItsIts ofof severasevera II surveys.surveys. 
But,But, ofof coucou rse,rse, itit isis thethe benefitsbenefits ofof 
thatthat companionshipcompanionship thatthat areare beingbeing ana­ana­
lyzedlyzed mostmost closely.closely. NewNew groups,groups, 
besidesbesides thethe PennsylvaniaPennsylvania Center,Center, areare 
enteringentering thisthis researchresearch area,area, suchsuch asas 
thethe UniversityUniversity ofof Minnesota.Minnesota. TheThe 
DeltaDelta Society,Society, aa membershipmembership group,group, 
hashas beenbeen setset upup "for"for research,research, educa­educa­
tiontion andand serviceservice onon thethe interactioninteraction ofof 
people,people, animalsanimals andand thethe envienvi ronment.ronment. "" 
ItIt isis headedheaded byby oneone ofof thethe "dynamos""dynamos" 
inin thethe petpet therapytherapy field,field, LeoLeo K.K. Bus­Bus­
tad,tad, DeanDean ofof thethe CollegeCollege ofof VeterinaryVeterinary 
MedicineMedicine atat WashingtonWashington StateState Univer­Univer­
sitysity andand authorauthor ofof Animals,Animals, Aging,Aging, 
andand thethe AgedAged (Univ.(Univ. ofof MinnesotaMinnesota 
Press).Press). ItsIts vicevice president,president, MichaelMichael 
McCullough,McCullough, isis aa psychiatristpsychiatrist inin pri­pri­
vatevate practicepractice asas wellwell asas beingbeing aa clini­clini­
cal·cal· professorprofessor atat thethe WashingtonWashington StateState 
VeterinaryVeterinary School.School. (He(He isis aa leadingleading 
proponentproponent ofof usingusing petspets toto reachreach emo­emo­
tionallytionally disturbeddisturbed people.)people.) 

TheThe stakestake ofof thethe petpet food,food, prod­prod­
uctsucts andand breedingbreeding industriesindustries inin main­main­
tainingtaining aa largelarge petpet populationpopulation isis mani­mani­
festlyfestly clearclear byby theirtheir substantialsubstantial 
fundingfunding ofof thethe conference.conference. TodayToday 
therethere areare aboutabout 100100 millionmillion petpet dogsdogs 
andand catscats onon whomwhom ownersowners spendspend aboutabout 
$5$5 billionbillion annually.annually. InIn 19741974 petpet foodfood 
manufacturersmanufacturers spentspent $70$70 millionmillion onon 
T.T. V.V. advertising.advertising. TheThe petpet industryindustry 
andand smallsmall animalanimal veterinariansveterinarians areare notnot 
unawareunaware thatthat byby thethe yearyear 2000,2000, withwith 
itsits expectedexpected 3131 millionmillion AmericansAmericans overover 
65,65, thethe petpet populationpopulation couldcould dropdrop 

dramaticallydramatically duedue toto petpet animalanimal 
restrictionsrestrictions onon thethe typetype ofof housinghousing 
oftenoften preferredpreferred byby seniorsenior citizens.citizens. 

AsAs longlong asas thethe "tool,""tool," i.i. e.e. "pet"pet 
insteadinstead ofof aa pill,"pill," aspectsaspects areare notnot 
exploitiveexploitive ofof thethe animal,animal, thethe newnew 
trendtrend inin animal-humananimal-human relationshipsrelationships 
shouldshould payoffpayoff forfor thethe animalsanimals byby mak­mak­
inging theirtheir ownersowners ofof allall agesages moremore 
awareaware ofof theirtheir pets'pets' emotionalemotional andand 
physicalphysical requirements.requirements. ItIt shouldshould 
reduce,reduce, therefore/.therefore/. thethe numbersnumbers ofof 
animalsanimals euthanizedeuthanized annuallyannually becausebecause 
theythey areare unwanted,unwanted, unloved,unloved, unfit.unfit. 
CuCu rrentlyrrently aboutabout 13.513.5 millionmillion animalsanimals 

..areare killedkilled annuallyannually inin poundspounds andand 
shelters.shelters. AtAt thethe conferenceconference thethe ethi­ethi­
calcal obligationobligation toto thethe animalanimal waswas mademade 
clearclear byby JohnJohn Hoyt,Hoyt, PresidentPresident ofof thethe 
HumaneHumane SocietySociety ofof thethe U.S.U.S. andand byby 
BernardBernard E.E. RollinRollin ofof Colorado.Colorado. State,State, 
authorauthor ofof AnimalAnimal RightsRights andand HumanHuman 
MoralityMorality (Prometheus(Prometheus Books)-.-Books)-.- ---­

AsAs aa resultresult ofof thethe ConferenceConference andand 
thethe impetusimpetus givengiven toto thethe emergenceemergence ofof 
aa newnew disciplinediscipline (or(or expansionexpansion ofof oldold 
ones),ones), therethere shouldshould bebe majormajor benefits.benefits. 
SoonSoon moremore peoplepeople maymay thinkthink moremore 
deeplydeeply aboutabout thethe variousvarious andand conflict­conflict­
inging rolesroles inin whichwhich theythey castcast animals,animals, 
forfor example,example, thethe lamb.lamb. ItIt isis castcast byby 
manymany personspersons inin atat leastleast threethree roles:roles: 
sacred,sacred, cuddlycuddly andand "simply"simply dee-li­dee-li­
cious.cious. "" RecognizingRecognizing andand comingcoming toto 
gripsgrips withwith suchsuch ambivalenceambivalence maymay bebe 
thethe turningturning point,point, referredreferred toto inin thethe 
firstfirst paragraph,paragraph, inin thethe longlong historyhistory ofof 
human-animalhuman-animal relationships.relationships. 

AnnAnn CottrellCottrell FreeFree 


