
90 90 

Replies

Replies
 
(I(I NN RERE E&AE&A 11/2,11/2, ReviewReview byby Squa­Squa­

dritodrito ofof Watson'sWatson's "Self-Consciousness"Self-Consciousness 
andand thethe RightsRights ofof NonhumanNonhuman AnimalsAnimals 
andand Nature")Nature") 

SELF-CONSCIOUSSELF-CONSCIOUS RIGHTSRIGHTS 

TheThe centralcentral issueissue inin discussionsdiscussions ofof 
animalanimal rightsrights isis thethe notionnotion ofof "right"."right". 
InIn "Self-Consciousness"Self-Consciousness andand thethe RightsRights 
ofof Non-humanNon-human AnimalsAnimals andand Nature"Nature" II 
considerconsider twotwo sensessenses ofof "right"."right". AA 
full-bodiedfull-bodied rightright isis oneone thatthat cancan bebe 
possessed,possessed, enjoyed,enjoyed, andand exercised.exercised. 
InIn orderorder toto havehave aa rightright inin thisthis 
sense,sense, anan entityentity mustmust knowknow thatthat itit 
hashas thethe right,right, andand thisthis requiresrequires thatthat 
thethe entityentity bebe self-conscious.self-conscious. ThisThis isis 
aa reciprocalreciprocal oror "societal""societal" rightright inin thatthat 
itit impliesimplies atat leastleast minimalminimal dutiesduties amongamong 
self-consciousself-conscious agentsagents toto respectrespect eacheach 
others'others' rights.rights. SuchSuch rightsrights andand 
dutiesduties areare culturalcultural artifactsartifacts thatthat arisearise 
inin thethe contextcontext ofof socialsocial evolution.evolution. 
TheyThey areare "natural""natural" inin thethe sensesense thatthat 
societiessocieties couldcould notnot existexist withoutwithout them,them, 
butbut theythey areare artificialartificial oror artifactualartifactual 
becausebecause membersmembers ofof aa societysociety cancan 
decidedecide amongamong themselvesthemselves aboutabout thethe 
contentcontent ofof thesethese rightsrights andand theirtheir 
reciprocalreciprocal duties.duties. 

IInn contrastcontrast toto societalsocietal rightsrights thatthat 
arisearise amongamong self-consciousself-conscious agentsagents asas 
theythey interactinteract intentionallyintentionally inin aa socialsocial 
context,context, therethere isis aa derivativederivative sensesense ofof 
rightright thatthat self-consciousself-conscious agentsagents assignassign 
toto otherother entitiesentities thatthat mayormayor maymay notnot 
bebe self-conscious.self-conscious. II callcall thesethese "legal""legal" 
rights,rights, andand theirtheir distinguishingdistinguishing fea­fea­
tutu rere isis thatthat theythey dodo notnot necessanecessa rilyrily 
bindbind thethe entityentity thatthat hashas themthem toto 
reciprocalreciprocal duties.duties. ThisThis isis becausebecause 
manymany entitiesentities thatthat areare assignedassigned legallegal 
rightsrights cannotcannot actact intentionallyintentionally asas 
agents;agents; theythey cannotcannot exerciseexercise rights,rights, 
letlet alonealone fulfillfulfill duties.duties. LegalLegal rightsrights 
do,do, however,however, bindbind self-consciousself-conscious 
membersmembers ofof aa societysociety inin aa matrixmatrix ofof 
reciprocalreciprocal rightsrights andand duties.duties. ForFor 

E&AE&A 11/4

11/4 

example,example, ifif membersmembers ofof aa rarerare speciesspecies 
ofof blindblind shrimpshrimp areare assignedassigned aa rightright 
toto survival,survival, theythey neitherneither self-con­self-con­
sciouslysciously exerciseexercise thethe rightright liorlior havehave 
anyany dutiesduties toto performperform toto maintainmaintain it.it. 
However,However, self-consciousself-conscious membersmembers ofof 
societysociety dodo havehave thethe dutyduty notnot toto 
destroydestroy thethe shrimp,shrimp, andand thethe rightright toto 
enjoyenjoy thethe survivalsurvival ofof thethe species.species. 

TheThe keykey pointpoint herehere againagain isis thatthat 
self-consciousself-conscious knowledgeknowledge asas aa basisbasis ofof 
intentionalintentional actionaction isis requiredrequired forfor anan 
entityentity toto havehave rightsrights inin thethe sensesense ofof 
possessing,possessing, enjoying,enjoying, andand exercisingexercising 
themthem asas itsits own.own. TheThe legallegal rightsrights ofof 
entitiesentities thatthat areare notnot self-consciousself-conscious 
agentsagents areare derivedderived fromfrom rightsrights inin thethe 
full-bodiedfull-bodied sense.sense. LegalLegal rightsrights dodo 
notnot benefitbenefit oror bindbind non-self-consciousnon-self-conscious 
entitiesentities thatthat havehave them,them, butbut ratherrather 
makemake thosethose entitiesentities intointo pawnspawns thatthat 
playplay rolesroles inin societiessocieties ofof self-con­self-con­
sciousscious agentsagents whosewhose intentionalintentional socialsocial 
actionsactions areare guidedguided byby aa matrixmatrix ofof 
reciprocalreciprocal rightsrights andand duties.duties. 

********** 

LetLet meme approachapproach thisthis inin anotheranother 
way.way. TheThe traditionaltraditional reciprocityreciprocity viewview 
isis thatthat anan entityentity cannotcannot havehave rightsrights 
unlessunless itit cancan fulfillfulfill relatedrelated duties,duties, 
i.e.,i.e., itit mustmust bebe aa moralmoral agent.agent. II 
argueargue simplysimply thatthat oneone cannotcannot fulfillfulfill 
dutiesduties unlessunless oneone knowsknows them,them, andand 
thusthus self-consciousnessself-consciousness isis aa necessarynecessary 
(but(but notnot sufficient)sufficient) conditioncondition forfor hav­hav­
inging rights.rights. PeterPeter SingerSinger (Animal(Animal Lib­Lib­
eration,eration, NewNew York:York: RandomRandom House,House, 
1975)1975) deniesdenies thatthat anan entityentity mustmust bebe 
ableable toto fulfillfulfill dutiesduties toto havehave rights,rights, 
butbut needneed onlyonly bebe capablecapable ofof suffering.suffering. 
ItIt seemsseems toto meme thatthat thethe relevantrelevant sensesense 
ofof sufferingsuffering requiresrequires thatthat anan entityentity 
cancan knowknow self-consciouslyself-consciously thatthat itit isis 
suffering.suffering. Self-consciousnessSelf-consciousness isis log­log­
icallyically priorprior toto andand necessarynecessary forfor thethe 
abilityability toto suffer.suffer. ThusThus self-con­self-con­
sciousnesssciousness isis requiredrequired forfor anan entityentity toto 
havehave rights,rights, eveneven ifif thethe criterioncriterion isis 
takentaken toto bebe thethe abilityability toto suffer.suffer. 
Self-consciousnessSelf-consciousness isis inin factfact aa 
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criterioncriterion ofof widerwider scopescope thanthan thethe abil­abil­
ityity toto suffer,suffer, forfor oneone cancan conceiveconceive ofof 
anan entityentity thatthat isis self-consciousself-conscious with­with­
outout thethe abilityability toto suffer,suffer, butbut notnot ofof 
anan entityentity thatthat cancan suffersuffer withoutwithout 
beibei ngng self-conscious.self-conscious. 

CouldCould anan entityentity have,have, benefitbenefit from,from, 
andand exerciseexercise rightsrights withoutwithout knowiknowi ngng 
thatthat itit hadhad them?them? PresumablyPresumably itit 
could.could. ButBut suchsuch anan entityentity mustmust atat 
leastleast bebe capablecapable ofof knowiknowi ngng thatthat itit 
has,has, benefitsbenefits from,from, andand exercisesexercises 
rights.rights. ThisThis isis becausebecause thethe conceptsconcepts 
ofof 'having','having', 'benefitting'benefitting from',from', andand 
'exercising''exercising' herehere implyimply anan entityentity thatthat 
knowsknows thethe relationrelation ofof thethe thingthing toto 
itself,itself, andand thatthat cancan actact intentionallyintentionally 
withwith relationrelation toto it.it. ItIt makesmakes nono sensesense 
toto talktalk ofof entitiesentities having,having, benefittingbenefitting 
from,from, andand exercisingexercising rightsrights andand dutiesduties 
unlessunless theythey cancan actact intentionallyintentionally inin 
accordanceaccordance withwith oror againstagainst them.them. 

ThisThis rulesrules out,out, e.e. g.,g., aa catcat own­own­
inging aa building,building, althoughalthough ifif aa buildingbuilding 
werewere willedwilled toto it,it, therethere isis aa legallegal 
sensesense inin whichwhich thethe catcat ownsowns thethe build­build­
ing.ing. ButBut thethe catcat doesdoes notnot knowknow itit 
ownsowns thethe building,building, andand hashas nono dutiesduties 
toto fulfillfulfill toto maintainmaintain itsits ownership.ownership. 
AndAnd thisthis isis justjust thethe point.point. TheThe catcat 
hashas legallegal rightsrights inin thisthis case,case, butbut doesdoes 
notnot knowknow itit hashas oror benefitsbenefits fromfrom 
them,them, andand cannotcannot knowinglyknowingly exerciseexercise 
them.them. SoSo farfar asas thethe catcat isis concerned,concerned, 
thethe goodgood thingsthings happeninghappening toto itit 
becausebecause ofof itsits legallegal rightsrights mightmight asas 
wellwell bebe accidental.accidental. HavingHaving rightsrights 
makesmakes aa differencedifference toto entitiesentities thatthat 
knowknow theythey havehave them.them. ToTo entitiesentities 
thatthat cancan notnot knowknow theythey havehave them,them, itit 
makesmakes nono differencedifference whetherwhether theythey 
havehave rightsrights oror not,not, forfor nothingnothing (not(not 
eveneven damagedamage oror destruction)destruction) makesmakes 
anyany differencedifference toto entitiesentities thatthat cannotcannot 
knowknow thatthat theythey havehave things,things, i.e.i.e. toto 
entitiesentities thatthat areare notnot self-conscious.self-conscious. 
InIn fact,fact, thethe legallegal rightsrights ofof thethe catcat inin 
thisthis casecase primarilyprimarily involveinvolve thethe full­full­
bodiedbodied societalsocietal rightsrights ofof certaincertain self­self­
consciousconscious lawyerslawyers andand guardiansguardians toto 
benefitbenefit fromfrom thethe cat'scat's legallegal rightright ofof 
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********** 
TheThe mainmain issueissue isis thatthat wewe wouwou IdId 

likelike non-self-consciousnon-self-conscious animalsanimals andand 
naturenature toto have·have· somesome rights.rights. ThisThis isis 
inin partpart becausebecause wewe willwill benefitbenefit fromfrom 
theithei rr preservation.preservation. DoDo theythey benefitbenefit 
fromfrom it?it? SupposeSuppose thethe universeuniverse con­con­
tainedtained nono self-consciousself-conscious entitiesentities thatthat 
couldcould actact knowinglyknowingly andand intentionallyintentionally 
inin accordanceaccordance withwith oror againstagainst rightsrights 
andand duties.duties. WhatWhat purposepurpose wouldwould 
rightsrights andand dutiesduties serveserve inin suchsuch aa 
universe?universe? ConsiderConsider thatthat inin standardstandard 
discussionsdiscussions ofof thethe ecologicalecological balancebalance ofof 
aa pond,pond, e.g.,e.g., thethe notionsnotions ofof rightsrights 
andand dutiesduties areare notnot applicableapplicable inin talk­talk­
inging ofof howhow thethe balancebalance isis maintainedmaintained 
asas frogsfrogs eateat somesome mosquitoes,mosquitoes, fishfish eateat 
somesome frogs,frogs, birdsbirds eateat somesome fish,fish, andand 
soso on.on. ToTo whomwhom areare wewe addressingaddressing 
ourour talktalk ofof rightsrights andand dutiesduties whenwhen wewe 
disputedispute aboutabout whetherwhether oror notnot nonhu­nonhu­
mama 11 animalsanimals andand naturenature havehave rights?rights? 
WeWe areare addressingaddressing eacheach other.other. WeWe areare 
tryingtrying toto regulateregulate thethe intentionalintentional 
activitiesactivities ofof thosethose self-consciousself-conscious 
agentsagents whowho mightmight destroydestroy somesome speciesspecies 
ofof non-humannon-human animalsanimals andand disruptdisrupt 
natunatu re.re. WhenWhen wewe assignassign legallegal rightsrights 
toto non-self-consciousnon-self-conscious entitiesentities oror 
nature,nature, e.g.e.g. thethe rightright toto bebe protectedprotected 
fromfrom unnecessaryunnecessary suffering,suffering, thenthen 
full-bodiedfull-bodied rightsrights andand dutiesduties pertainpertain 
toto self-consciousself-conscious agentsagents thatthat dodo knowknow 
theythey havehave rightsrights andand duties,duties, andand thatthat 
cancan bebe persuadedpersuaded toto actact inin variousvarious 
ways.ways. TheThe conceptsconcepts ofof necessarynecessary andand 
unnecessaryunnecessary sufferingsuffering herehere makemake 
sensesense onlyonly inin aa contextcontext ofof intentionalintentional 
actions,actions, andand thusthus dodo notnot applyapply toto 
naturenature bereftbereft ofof self-consciousness.self-consciousness. 
ThereThere isis nothingnothing either.either. necessarynecessary oror 
unnecessaryunnecessary inin thisthis societalsocietal oror moralmoral 
sensesense inin aa universeuniverse withwith nono self-con­self-con­
sciousscious entities.entities. 

ThatThat isis whywhy self-consciousnessself-consciousness isis 
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basicbasic inin anyany discussiondiscussion ofof thethe rightsrights 
ofof animalsanimals andand nature.nature. SomeSome nonhu­nonhu­
manman animalsanimals (even(even cats)cats) appearappear toto bebe 
self-conscious.self-conscious. ButBut therethere isis littlelittle oror 
nono evidenceevidence thatthat NatureNature oror thethe Uni­Uni­
verseverse itselfitself isis self-consciousself-conscious oror thatthat 
therethere isis anyany WorldWorld SpiritSpirit oror GuidingGuiding 
ForceForce oror GodGod inin Nature,Nature, andand therethere areare 
goodgood aa rgumentsrguments thatthat meremere existenceexistence oror 
lifelife oror non-self-consciousnon-self-conscious (behavioral)(behavioral) 
"suffering""suffering" doesdoes notnot givegive anan entityentity aa 
NaturalNatural RightRight toto Be.Be. AnAn implicationimplication 
ofof thisthis "naturalistic""naturalistic" biasbias isis thatthat mostmost 
discussionsdiscussions ofof thethe rightsrights ofof animals,animals, 
e.e. g.,g., ofof batterybattery chickens,chickens, areare reallyreally 
aboutabout humanhuman property.property. GarrettGarrett Har­Har­
dindin isis onon thethe rightright tracktrack whenwhen hehe 
sayssays "Ethics"Ethics isis thethe studystudy ofof thethe waysways 
toto allocateallocate scarcescarce resources.resources. (This(This 
definitiondefinition servesserves equallyequally wellwell for.for. eco­eco­
nomicsnomics andand ecologyecology ---- whichwhich indicatesindicates 
thethe essentialessential identityidentity ofof thesethese thth reeree 
disciplines.)"disciplines.)" (Promethean(Promethean Ethics,Ethics, 
Seattle:Seattle: UniversityUniversity ofof WashingtonWashington 
Press,Press, 1980,1980, p.p. 3).3). WhenWhen wewe assignassign 
legallegal rightsrights toto non-self-consciousnon-self-conscious enti ­enti ­
ties,ties, whatwhat wewe areare reallyreally nailingnailing downdown 
areare thethe societalsocietal rightsrights andand dutiesduties ofof 
self-consciousself-conscious agentsagents inin aa societalsocietal con­con­
texttext ofof intentionalintentional actions.actions. WeWe areare 
determiningdetermining whetherwhether oror notnot thethe suffer­suffer­
inging wewe supposedlysupposedly causecause chickenschickens isis 
necessanecessa ryry oror unun necessanecessa ryry toto ouou rr 
(self-conscious)(self-conscious) interests.interests. 

********** 
II dodo notnot thinkthink therethere areare naturalnatural 

rightsrights inin thethe sensesense ofof rightsrights pertain­pertain­
inging merelymerely becausebecause anan entityentity existsexists oror 
possessespossesses somesome naturalnatural characteristic,characteristic, 
notnot eveneven self-consciousness.self-consciousness. ButBut II dodo 
thinthin kk aa self-consciousself-conscious entityentity mightmight 
earnearn oror generategenerate oror constructconstruct societalsocietal 
rightsrights byby fulfillingfulfilling reciprocalreciprocal duties,duties, 
andand thatthat rightsrights inin thisthis sensesense areare thethe 
logicallylogically priorprior conceptualconceptual foundationfoundation ofof 
assignedassigned legallegal rightsrights thatthat cancan pertainpertain 
toto nonnon -- reciprecip rocatirocati ngng nonnon -self-con­-self-con­
sciousscious entities.entities. 

SupposeSuppose youyou areare walkingwalking throughthrough aa 
forestforest andand aa treetree fallsfalls breakingbreaking youryour 

arm.arm. YouYou havehave nono recourserecourse againstagainst 
thethe treetree becausebecause treestrees areare notnot self­self ­
conscious.conscious. TheyThey cannotcannot dodo thingsthings 
intentionally,intentionally, theythey aa rere notnot agents,agents, 
andand thth usus theythey cannotcannot havehave natunatu ralral 
rightsrights andand reciprocalreciprocal dutiesduties inin aa soci­soci­
etaletal contextcontext asas defineddefined above.above. IfIf 
someonesomeone ownsowns thethe forestforest andand allowsallows 
youyou toto walwal kk thth roughrough it,it, thenthen youyou 
mightmight bebe ableable toto suesue thethe ownerowner forfor 
negligence.negligence. OnOn thethe otherother hand,hand, wewe 
cancan assignassign treestrees thethe legallegal rightright toto fallfall 
naturally,naturally, e.e. g.g. byby legallylegally designatingdesignating 
aa forestforest asas aa wildernesswilderness area.area. Here,Here, 
andand alsoalso inin aa statestate ofof natunatu rere wherewhere 
therethere isis nono self-consciousself-conscious entityentity inin aa 
property-owningproperty-owning oror custodialcustodial relationrelation 
toto thethe trees,trees, youyou proceedproceed atat youryour ownown 
risk,risk, andand havehave nono recompense.recompense. ThatThat 
isis whywhy thethe wildernesswilderness isis aa ratherrather 
frighteningfrightening place.place. ThereThere isis nono socie­socie­
taltal cushioncushion ofof rightsrights andand dutiesduties outout 
there.there. IInn thethe wildernesswilderness youyou areare onon 
youryour own.own. 

RichardRichard A.A. Watson
Watson 

University
WashingtonWashington University
 
(for(for 1981/82:1981/82: Advanced

CenterCenter forfor Advanced 

Sciences)
StudyStudy inin thethe BehavioralBehavioral Sciences) 

(IN(IN RE:RE: E&AE&A 11/3,11/3, Cave'sCave's reviewreview ofof 
Russow'sRussow's "Why"Why DoDo SpeciesSpecies Matter?")Matter?") 

ToTo thethe Editor,Editor, EthicsEthics && AnimalsAnimals 

DearDear Sir:Sir: 

NotNot beingbeing aa philosopher,philosopher, amam 
somewhatsomewhat loathloath toto taketake issueissue withwith 
GeorgeGeorge Cave'sCave's reviewreview ofof Russow'sRussow's 
aa rticlerticle onon thethe moralmoral statusstatus ofof species.species. 
However,However, II feelfeel thatthat bothboth RussowRussow andand 
CaveCave makemake aa semanticsemantic errorerror whenwhen taltal k­k­
inging about.about. thethe "aesthetic"aesthetic value"value" ofof 
species.species. TheThe factfact thatthat aa householderhouseholder 
maymay recoilrecoil inin horrorhorror fromfrom aa scuttlingscuttling 
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cockroachcockroach oror aa houseflyhousefly onon thethe cheesecheese 
doesdoes notnot meanmean thatthat thesethese creatucreatu resres 
areare unaesthetic.unaesthetic. TheyThey occupyoccupy special­special­
izedized nichesniches inin thethe ecosystemecosystem andand 
surelysurely havehave somesome aestheticaesthetic valuevalue asas 
partsparts ofof thethe ecosystem.ecosystem. 

TheThe sugarcanesugarcane farmersfarmers ofof Natal,Natal, 
SouthSouth Africa,Africa, decideddecided severalseveral decadesdecades 
agoago thatthat thethe blackblack mambamamba (a(a poisonouspoisonous 
snake)snake) waswas aa dangerousdangerous pestpest andand 
decideddecided toto trytry toto eliminateeliminate asas manymany asas 
possible.possible. TheyThey werewere veryvery successful,successful, 
theirtheir successsuccess beingbeing announcedannounced byby aa 
veritableveritable plagueplague ofof canecane ratsrats whichwhich 
causedcaused heavyheavy damagedamage toto thethe sugarsugar 
canecane untiluntil thethe snakesnake populationpopulation builtbuilt 
upup again.again. 

TheThe perspectiveperspective thatthat wewe havehave ofof anan 
objectobject greatlygreatly affectsaffects ourour appreciationappreciation 
ofof itsits aestheticaesthetic quality.quality. AA humanhuman faceface 
maymay appearappear veryvery beautifulbeautiful fromfrom tenten 
feetfeet butbut notnot whenwhen seenseen thth roughrough aa 
magnifyingmagnifying glassglass whichwhich showsshows thethe 
hairshairs andand porespores inin allall theirtheir detail.detail. 
AsAs DavidDavid HumeHume remarked,remarked, "beauty"beauty inin 
allall thingsthings existsexists inin thethe mindmind whichwhich 
contemplatescontemplates them."them." (Essays,(Essays, ofof 
Tragedy).Tragedy). AA speciesspecies shouldshould notnot bebe 
confinedconfined toto aa moralmoral limbolimbo onon suchsuch 
flimsyflimsy andand subjectivesubjective grounds.grounds. WeWe 
cancan susu relyrely developdevelop betterbetter criteriacriteria ofof 
eacheach species'species' ecologicalecological aesthetics.aesthetics. 

YouYou rsrs sincerely,sincerely, 

AndrewAndrew N.N. Rowan,Rowan, SSc.,SSc., 
M.A.,M.A., D.D. Phil.,Phil., AssociateAssociate 
DiDi rector,rector, TheThe IInstitutenstitute forfor 
thethe StudyStudy ofof AnimalAnimal Prob­Prob­
lemslems 
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(IN(IN RE:RE: E&AE&A 11/1,11/1, Johnson'sJohnson's 
reviewreview ofof Frey'sFrey's InterestsInterests anqanq Ri£b_!~)Ri£b_!~) 

TheThe UpshotUpshot ofof ScepticismScepticism overover 
SomeSome CriteriaCriteria forfor MoralMoral StandingStanding 

~y~y bookbook InterestsInterests andand ~hts,~hts, 
reviewedreviewed byby EdwardEdward JohnsonJohnson inin Vol­Vol­
umeume II,II, numbernumber 1,1, isis anan exerciseexercise inin 
scepticism,scepticism, onon thethe susu dace,dace, aboutabout 
whetherwhether animalsanimals possesspossess interestsinterests andand 
righ~s.righ~s. (and(and whetherwhether therethere areare anyany 
specificallyspecifically moralmoral rights),rights), but,but, atat aa 
deeperdeeper level,level, aboutabout thethe criteriacriteria forfor 
th.eth.e possessionpossession ofof moralmoral standing.standing. II 
triedtried toto bebe rath~rrath~r remorselessremorseless inin 
trackingtracking downdown andand presentingpresenting aa casecase 
aga.instaga.inst aa numbernumber ofof suggestedsuggested cri­cri­
teria,teria, suchsuch asas thethe possessionpossession ofof inter­inter­
ests,ests, thethe capacitycapacity toto feelfeel pain,pain, thethe 
possessionpossession ofof certaincertain mentalmental statesstates oror 
aa certaincertain sortsort ofof psychologicalpsychological 
make-up,make-up, thethe possessionpossession ofof desiresdesires oror 
desiresdesires ofof aa particularparticular sort,sort, andand soso 
on.on. II devoteddevoted mostmost ofof mymy effortsefforts toto 
thethe interest-criterion,interest-criterion, bothboth becausebecause itit 
isis perhapsperhaps thethe mostmost prominentprominent cri­cri­
terionterion usedused todaytoday toto conferconfer moralmoral 
standingstanding andand becau~ebecau~e thethe conceptconcept ofof 
anan interestinterest playsplays soso importantimportant aa rolerole 
inin moralmoral philosophyphilosophy (from(from utilitarian­utilitarian­
ismism toto rights-theory,rights-theory, wherewhere rightsrights areare 
notnot uncommonlyuncommonly regardedregarded asas devicesdevices 
forfor protectingprotecting interests).interests). 

MyMy aimaim waswas toto shakeshake people'speople's con­con­
fidencefidence inin thethe criteriacriteria examined.examined. ItIt isis 
inin thisthis connectionconnection thatthat II sawsaw mymy casecase 
againstagainst animalanimal interests,interests, mymy casecase forfor 
maintainingmaintaining thatthat aa criterioncriterion ofof painpain oror 
thethe havinghaving ofof experiencesexperiences oror statesstates ofof 
mindmind isis bothboth arbitraryarbitrary andand discrimina­discrimina­
tory,tory, mymy doubtsdoubts aboutabout whetherwhether painpain isis 
anan intr.insicintr.insic evil,evil, mymy casecase forfor sayingsaying 
thatthat animalsanimals lacklack desires,desires, beliefs,beliefs, rea­rea­
sons,sons, andand emotions,emotions, andand soso on,on, asas 
relevantrelevant .... NearlyNearly allall thisthis isis negative,negative, 
andand thatthat ISIS whywhy thethe bookbook isis negative;negative; 
soso toto speak,speak, II sawsaw myselfmyself asas contrib­contrib­
utinguting somethingsomething positivepositive toto presentpresent 
moralmoral debatesdebates involvinginvolving animalsanimals (and(and 
notnot justjust animals),animals), i.i. e.,e., compellingcompelling usus 
toto faceface afreshafresh thethe questionquestion ofof thethe 
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criteriacriteria ofof moralmoral standing,standing, byby meansmeans 
ofof somethingsomething negative,negative, i.i. e.,e., shakingshaking 
people'speople's confidenceconfidence inin thethe prominentprominent 
criteriacriteria examined,examined, especiallyespecially inin thethe 
interest-criterioninterest-criterion (and,(and, partlypartly throughthrough 
it,it, inin thethe useuse ofof painpain toto conferconfer inter­inter­
estsests andand thethe useuse ofof interestsinterests toto conferconfer 
rights).rights). BecauseBecause thethe vastvast preponder­preponder­
anceance ofof thosethose whowho havehave beenbeen aa partyparty 
toto andand takentaken aa publicpublic standstand inin thesethese 
moralmoral debatesdebates overover thethe pastpast fivefive toto 
tenten yearsyears havehave been,been, soso toto speak,speak, 
pro-animal,pro-animal, II spokespoke ofof anan 'orthodoxy','orthodoxy', 
againstagainst whichwhich mymy doubtsdoubts aboutabout inter­inter­
ests,ests, rights,rights, andand somesome ofof thethe criteriacriteria 
usedused toto concedeconcede animalsanimals moralmoral stand­stand­
inging collided.collided. 

InIn hishis review,review, JohnsonJohnson allegesalleges thatthat 
mymy positionposition doesdoes notnot provideprovide answersanswers 
toto 'moral'moral questionsquestions aboutabout how,how, atat leastleast 
inin general,general, animalanimal welfarewelfare oughtought toto bebe 
weighedweighed againstagainst humanhuman welfare',welfare', andand 
thesethese questionsquestions are,are, ifif II understandunderstand 
thethe pupu rportrport ofof hishis remarema rks,rks, thethe 
importantimportant ones.ones. PerhapsPerhaps theythey areare thethe 
importantimportant ones;ones; itit isis easyeasy toto seesee whywhy 
someonesomeone mightmight thinkthink so.so. ButBut itit isis notnot 
truetrue thatthat mymy positionposition nuvernuver providesprovides 
answersanswers toto them;them; itit oftenoften does,does, but,but, 
admittedly,admittedly, inin thethe unusualunusual sensesense ofof 
forcingforcing usus toto seesee thatthat wewe cannotcannot 
weighweigh whatwhat isis notnot therethere toto bebe 
weighed.weighed. WhatWhat II meanmean isis this:this: thethe 
veryvery wayway JohnsonJohnson writes,writes, ofof howhow ani­ani­
malmal welfarewelfare oughtought toto bebe weighedweighed 
againstagainst humanhuman welfare,welfare, obscuresobscures thethe 
upshotupshot thatthat mymy attackattack onon criteriacriteria forfor 
conferringconferring moralmoral standingstanding cancan oror doesdoes 
have,have, namely,namely, thatthat unlessunless thisthis attackattack 
cancan bebe deflected,deflected, itit isis notnot clearclear thatthat aa 
particularparticular theorist,theorist, inin termsterms ofof hishis 
ownown theory,theory, hashas anythinganything toto putput onon 
thethe animalanimal sideside ofof thethe balance.balance. ForFor 
example,example, JoelJoel FeinbergFeinberg concedesconcedes ani­ani­
malsmals moralmoral standingstanding becausebecause theythey havehave 
interests;interests; ifif II amam right,right, andand animalsanimals 
lacklack interests,interests, thenthen animalsanimals lacklack moralmoral 
standing,standing, andand FeinbergFeinberg isis leftleft withwith 
nothingnothing toto weighweigh againstagainst humanhuman inter­inter­
ests.ests. TomTom Regan'sRegan's positionposition onon vege­vege­
tarianismtarianism dependsdepends uponupon therethere beingbeing 
somesome moralmoral rightsrights andand uponupon animalsanimals 

possessingpossessing oneone oror moremore ofof them;them; ifif II 
amam right,right, eithereither aboutabout thethe existenceexistence 
ofof moralmoral rights,rights, aa topictopic II exploreexplore fur­fur­
therther inin somesome forthcomingforthcoming papers,papers, oror 
aboutabout animalsanimals possessingpossessing them,them, 
Regan'sRegan's positionposition isis inin trouble.trouble. HeHe 
willwill simplysimply bebe leftleft withwith ourour preferencepreference 
forfor eatingeating meatmeat andand nono reasonreason inin 
termsterms ofof hishis ownown theorytheory forfor thinkingthinking 
itit isis wrongwrong toto eateat it.it. PeterPeter Singer'sSinger's 
positionposition onon animalanimal liberationliberation turnsturns 
fundamentallyfundamentally uponupon thethe applicationapplication ofof 
thethe principleprinciple ofof equalequal considerationconsideration ofof 
interests;interests; ifif II amam right,right, andand animalsanimals 
lacklack interestsinterests (in(in thethe operativeoperative 
sense),sense), thenthen SingerSinger hashas nothingnothing onon 
thethe animalanimal sideside toto bebe weighedweighed againstagainst 
andand toto impedeimpede thethe pursuitpursuit ofof humanhuman 
interests.interests. 

TheThe pointpoint runsruns deeper.deeper. ForFor exam­exam­
ple,ple, II trytry toto showshow inin mymy bookbook whywhy 
utilitarianism,utilitarianism, whetherwhether ofof thethe pain/ex­pain/ex­
periences/mentalperiences/mental statestate varietyvariety oror thethe 
desire-satisfactiondesire-satisfaction variety,variety, hashas troubletrouble 
overover moralmoral standing.standing. AA partpart ofof whatwhat 
II saysay inin thisthis regardregard aboutabout thethe formerformer 
vava rietyriety hashas aa IIreadyready beenbeen mentionedmentioned 
above,above, soso letlet meme passpass toto thethe latter.latter. 
ThereThere areare greatgreat difficultiesdifficulties withwith 
desire-satisfactiondesire-satisfaction utilitarianisms,utilitarianisms, somesome 
ofof whichwhich II gogo into,into, ifif thethe desiresdesires inin 
questionquestion areare actualactual ones;ones; butbut whatwhat isis 
clearclear beyondbeyond aa doubtdoubt isis thatthat animalsanimals 
havehave moralmoral standingstanding inin theirtheir ownown rightright 
inin suchsuch theoriestheories onlyonly ifif theythey havehave 
desires.desires. IfIf II amam right,right, andand animalsanimals 
dodo notnot havehave desires,desires, thenthen suchsuch theo­theo­
riesries havehave nothingnothing onon thethe animalanimal sideside 
toto weighweigh againstagainst humanhuman desiresdesires andand soso 
nothingnothing toto taketake jntojnto accountaccount inin termsterms 
ofof thethe maximizationmaximization ofof desidesi re-satisfac­re-satisfac­
tion.tion. MostMost utilutil itaita rianrian desidesi re-theoristsre-theorists 
today,today, however,however, areare temptedtempted toto movemove 
inin thethe directiondirection ofof formulatingformulating theirtheir 
theorytheory aroundaround rationaldesirationaldesi res.res. ButBut 
nownow animalsanimals mustmust havehave rationalrational desiresdesires 
inin orderorder toto havehave moralmoral standingstanding inin 
theithei rr ownown right;right; ifif II amam right,right, andand 
theythey dodo notnot havehave rationalrational desidesi res,res, 
thenthen thethe samesame resultresult asas beforebefore 
ensues.ensues. InIn short,short, aa theoristtheorist cannotcannot 
weighweigh whatwhat hehe cannotcannot getget intointo hishis 
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theorytheory inin thethe firstfirst place,place, andand ifif mymy 
attackattack onon thethe criteriacriteria forfor moralmoral stand­stand­
inging II examineexamine succeeds,succeeds, thenthen wewe havehave 
strongstrong groundsgrounds forfor thinkingthinking hehe cannotcannot 
encompassencompass animalsanimals withinwithin hishis theory.theory. 

NowNow II dodo notnot denydeny thatthat somesome ofof 
thisthis onon mymy sideside isis ratherrather startling;startling; 
butbut thatthat isis notnot Johnson'sJohnson's point,point, nornor isis 
itit inin itselfitself enough,enough, II think,think, toto showshow 
thatthat II amam wrong.wrong. 
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