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TThehe cottoncotton textiletextile industryindustry inin India,India, wellwell establishedestablished byby 1879,1879, waswas predominantlypredominantly locatedlocated 
inin thethe citycity ofof Bombay.Bombay. II LabourLabour forfor thisthis industryindustry \vas\vas primarilyprimarily dra\vndra\vn fromfrom thethe KonkanKonkan 

andand DeccanDeccan regionregion ofof MaharashtraMaharashtra22 andand thisthis migrationmigration ofof workersworkers greatlygreatly affectedaffected thethe liveslives ofof 
menmen andand womenwomen frumfrum thesethese regions.regions. AlthoughAlthough nownow inin decline,decline, 33 thethe textiletextile industryindustry continuescontinues 
toto bebe aa majormajor f()rcef()rce inin thethe live~live~ ofof ruralrural peoplepeople fromfrom regionsregions suchsuch asas SataraSatara DistrictDistrict inin thethe 
DeccanDeccan hinterlandhinterland ofof Bombay.Bombay. ThisThis isis clearlyclearly reflectedreflected inin thethe studystudy ofof aa representativerepresentative village,village, 
herehere calledcalled Sugao,Sugao, onon thethe DeccanDeccan PlateauPlateau inin SataraSatara District.District. 44 SugaoSugao isis overover 11SOkmSOkm fromfrom 
Bombay,Bombay, aa journeyjourney ofof moremore thanthan 1010 back-breakingback-breaking hourshours onon thethe BombayBombay StateState TransportTransport 
busesbuses (see(see fig.fig. J).J). 

WorkWork inin BombayBombay 

AA trickletrickle ofof SugaoSugao menmen hadhad migratedmigrated toto BomhayBomhay atat thethe turnturn ofof thethe century,century, dra""ndra""n toto newlynewly 
availahleavailahle iobsiobs asas dockdock workersworkers inin thethe port.:;port.:; MostMost ofof thesethese menmen werewere fromfrom higherhigher castecaste 
MarathaMaratha familiesfamilies (Table(Table 1)61)6 whichwhich migratedmigrated toto thethe citycity seasonallyseasonally duringduring thethe 'rabi''rabi' (second,(second, 
drydry season)season) cropcrop \vhile\vhile theirtheir womenwomen remainedremained behindbehind inin Sugao,Sugao, workingworking withinwithin thethe jointjoint oror 
extendedextended familyfamily primarilyprimarily inin agricultureagriculture (Table(Table 2).72).7 ByBy 1942,1942, asas cancan bebe seenseen inin TableTable 3,3, thethe 
mainmain occupationoccupation ofof thethe SugaoSugao malemale migrantmigrant toto BombayBombay waswas thatthat ofof textiletextile millmill worker.worker. ByBy 
then,then, migrationmigration hadhad ccascdccascd beingbeing seasonalseasonal asas jobsjobs inin thethe millsmills becamebecame moremore difficultdifficult toto obtain.obtain. 
MenMen migratedmigrated year-longyear-long forfor allall theirtheir productive,productive, adultadult workwork years,years, returningreturning toto theirtheir familiesfamilies 
onceonce oror twicetwice aa yearyear forfor vacations.vacations. SinceSince then,then, overover thethe years,years, menmen fromfrom thethe villagevillage havehave,, ,, 
becomt'becomt' betterbetter educated,educated, developeddeveloped moremore contactscontacts withwith peoplepeople inin Bombay,Bombay, andand havehave beenbeen 
ableable toto findfind hetter,hetter, mort'mort' diversifieddiversified workwork inin thethe city.city. ThusThus jobsjobs inin thethe textiletextile industryindustry hawhaw 
beenbeen anan avenueavenue forfor upwardupward mobilitymobility forfor villagevillage men.men. InIn addition,addition, workwork inin thethe textiletextile millsmills hashas 
remainedremained aa mainstaymainstay occupationoccupation forfor SugaoSugao migrantsmigrants despitedespite havinghaving droppeddropped fromfrom 6666 perper centcent 
ofof allall migrantsmigrants inin 19421942 toto 4141 perper centcent inin JJ977.977. InIn realreal numbersnumbers therethere werewere moremore menmen fromfrom 
SugaoSugao inin thethe textiletextile industryindustry inin 19771977 (195)(195) thanthan inin 19421942 (135).(135). 

InIn contrastcontrast toto thethe above,above, however,however, thethe flowflow ofof SugaoSugao womenwomen toto BombayBombay forfor workwork hashas 
remaim'dremaim'd veryvery restricted.restricted. InIn 19421942 onlyonly sevenseven womenwomen workedworked inin thethe city;city; mostmost hadhad whatwhat areare 
traditionallytraditionally consideredconsidered lowlow statusstatus jobsjobs suchsuch asas workingworking asas domesticdomestic servantsservants oror servingserving mealsmeals 
toto workers.workers. ThisThis situationsituation hashas notnot changedchanged significantlysignificantly withwith time.time. OutOut ofof thethe JJ II 11 adultadult 
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Fig.Fig. II TheThe 
locationslocations ofof 
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womenwomen (over(over 1616 yearsyears ofof age)age) whowho livedlived outout ofof SugaoSugao inin 1977,1977, onlyonly 1111 werewere inin anan earningearning 
occupation,occupation, ofof whomwhom fourfour werewere domesticsdomestics inin thethe mealsmeals cateringcatering business.business. MostMost womenwomen whowho 
dodo movemove outout ofof thethe VillageVillage dodo soso withwith theirtheir husbands,husbands, asas housewives.housewives. SomeSome ofof thethe culturalcultural asas 
wellwell asas economiceconomic reasonsreasons forfor thisthis characteristiccharacteristic ofof femalefemale migrationmigration areare describeddescribed inin thisthis 

paper.paper. 
OfOf thethe womenwomen whowho havehave migratedmigrated toto Bombay,Bombay, onlyonly aa handfulhandful eithereither movedmoved alonealone oror areare 

earningearning anan independentindependent livingliving inin thethe city.city. CaseCase studystudy intormationintormation onon womenwomen whowho havehave movedmoved 
toto thethe citycity alonealone sincesince 19421942 indicatesindicates thatthat thesethese havehave tendedtended toto bebe destitute,destitute, leftleft widowedwidowed 
withwith childrenchildren toto supportsupport andand owningowning littlelittle oror nono landland (which(which wntinueswntinues toto bebe thethe primaryprimary 
productiveproductive assetasset inin Sugao).Sugao). AlthoughAlthough somesome jobsjobs areare nownow availableavailable forfor SugaoSugao womenwomen havinghaving 
thethe requiredrequired education,education, thethe traditionaltraditional occupationoccupation forfor thethe illiterate,illiterate, destitutedestitute womanwoman forcedforced 
toto movemove toto thethe citycity isis thatthat ofofaa domesticdomestic sen'ansen'antoto WithWith luckluck andand resourcefulness,resourcefulness, sheshe cancan hopehope 
toto buildbuild upup aa khanavalkhanaval (meal-serving(meal-serving establishment)establishment) thatthat caterscaters toto factoryfactory workers.workers. 

AnAn exampleexample ofof suchsuch aa survivalsurvival isis thatthat ofof aa highhigh schoolschool teacherteacher inin SugaoSugao today,today, ofof thethe 
DhangarDhangar oror weaverweaver castecaste whowho waswas raisedraised byby hishis mothermother inin Bombay.Bombay. AnecdotalAnecdotal informationinformation 
andand fieldfield notesnotes ofof previousprevious researchersresearchers HH relaterelate thatthat hishis mother,mother, leftleft withwith fewfew resourcesresources toto 
supportsupport herher uponupon thethe deathdeath ofof herher husband,husband, hadhad seguentiallyseguentially bct'Omebct'Ome thethe mistressmistress ofof twotwo oror 
threethree prominentprominent MarathaMaratha castecaste leadersleaders ofof Sugao.Sugao. ToTo becomebecome aa mistressmistress ofof someonesomeone withwith 
resourcesresources andand statusstatus isis oneone avenueavenue toto survivalsurvival inin thethe villagevillage forfor aa destitutedestitute woman.woman. ButBut itit isis aa 
precariousprecarious one.one. ThisThis womanwoman hadhad beenbeen divesteddivested ofof herher meagremeagre remainingremaining resourcesresources byby thesethese 
menmen andand hadhad fledfled toto BombayBombay withwith herher sons,sons, managingmanaging toto survivesurvive firstfirst asas aa domesticdomestic servantservant 
andand laterlater byby establishingestablishing herher ownown khanavalkhanaval business.business. 

SuchSuch precedentsprecedents partlypartly explainexplain whywhy thethe businessbusiness ofof runningrunning aa khanavaJ,khanavaJ, oneone ofof thethe fewfew 
avenuesavenues openopen toto womenwomen toto survin'survin' independently,independently, isis heldheld inin lowlow esteem.esteem. SugaoSugao people,people, bothboth 
menmen andand "vomen,"vomen, butbut particularlyparticularly women,women, willwill expressexpress opinionsopinions aboutabout whowho thethe fewfew 'good''good' 



 

 


 

 

TARl.ETARl.E CasteCaste di.,tributiondi.,tribution ofof SugaoSugao populationpopulation InIn SUBQOSUBQO andand outsideoutside (peTcen[Q8(peTcen[Q8esesjj 

19421942 JJ9S8	9S8	 19771977 

CUSle	CUSle	 SUBuOSUBuO OuwdeOuwde SuguoSuguo OutsideOutside Sug(lOSug(lO Ol1t;'jdeOl1t;'jde 

MarathasMarathas 6767 S7S7 6868 5959 7070 6464 

DhangarsDhangars 1010 88 88 1010 77 99 
ArtisansArtisans IIII IIII 1010 99 1111 99 
neo-neo- BuddhistsBuddhists 99 2020 1818 66 1414')') 

Others	Others	 33 44 55 44 66 44 
­--~-~_--~-~_....­

Totals	Totals	 100100 100100 100100 100100 100100 100100 

NumbcrNumbcr ofof personspersons 162J162J 271271 20402040 488488 25832583 737737 
,----_,----_.... 

DataData forfor TablesTables 1.1. 22 and;and; fmmfmm fullfull ""ns",""ns", sun,,:.1sun,,:.1 ofof household,household, inin SUg,"SUg," inin 1942-431942-43 andand 1955-591955-59 b:b: thethe GokhaleGokhale InstituteInstitute ofof 
Polill'"Polill'" andand Economi".Economi". PoonaPoona andand aa similarsimilar ",,,'e>'",,,'e>' ofof thethe ,illage,illage hI'hI' thethe authorauthor inin 197&-77,197&-77, 

TARI!·TARI!· 22 AdultAdult malemale mi8rationmi8ration andand familyfamily typetype 

19411941 19581958 19771977 

%% %% %% 

FamilyFamily 1)1)p"p" 

1.	1.	 JointJoint allall adultadult malesmales 
livingliving inin SugaoSugao 19.319.3 14.114.1 LULU 

2.	2.	 JointJoint atat leastleast onconc adultadult 
malemale inin SugaoSugao 2626 26.726.7 33.133.1 

3.	3.	 JJointoint allall adultadult 
malesmales outsideoutside SugaoSugao 6.76.7 6.26.2 6.36.3 

TotalTotal jointjoint familes	familes	 5252 4747 52.652.6 

4.	4.	 Nuclear-oneNuclear-one adultadult malemale 
inin SugaoSugao 30.930.9 31.031.0 27.227.2 

5.	5.	 Nuclear-NoNuclear-No adultadult mall'mall' 
inin SagaoSagao 8.98.9 13.113.1 13.413.4 

TotalTotal nuclearnuclear families	families	 39.839.8 44.J44.J 40.640.6 

6.	6.	 \\>'\\>'orncnorncn alonealone 
nono malemale relativerelative 7.77.7 6.96.9 6.16.1 

7.7. MenMen alone	alone	 0.60.6 1.91.9 0.80.8 

TotalTotal numbernumber ofof famili~'sfamili~'s	 	 327327 419419 493493 

PercentPercent familiesfamilies withwith nono 

adultadult menmen inin SugaoSugao (3(3++ 55++6)6) 23%23% 26%26% 26%26% 



 

TABLETABLE 33 Earnin8Earnin8 membersmembers fromfrom SU8aoSU8ao migrantsmigrants 

/941/941 /958/958 /977/977 

OccupationOccupation Ma/eMa/e Fema/eFema/e Toto/Toto/ MaleMale Fema/eFema/e TowlTowl MafeMafe FemaleFemale foralforal 

TextileTextile 135135 135135 184184 44 ISHISH 195195 196196 
MillMill WorkersWorkers (66%}(66%} (5S%}(5S%} (41%)(41%) 
FactOryFactOry WWorhrorhr 88 88 88 HH 4646 4646 

(4%)(4%) (2%)(2%) (10%)(10%) 
PolicdMilitaryPolicdMilitary 22 22 1212 1212 5151 5252 

(4%)(4%) (11%)(11%) 
ClericalClerical && otherother 

whitt"~collarwhitt"~collar 

jobsjobs 99 1010 4545 44 4949 
(3%)(3%) (10%)(10%) 

OwnOwn businessbusiness 33 66 lOlO 33 1313 JJ 33 1414 
[}omt'stic[}omt'stic services,services, 

hotdhotd snvict",snvict", 
etc.etc. 1111 1515 2222 IIII HH 3535 44 3939 

(7%,(7%, (10%)(10%) (8%)(8%) 
OtherOther workwork 3535 3636 5858 22 6060 8383 8383 

TotalTotal 
EarnersEarners 196196 77 103103 303303 2121 324324 468468 1111 479479 

''>'omen''>'omen areare inin thisthis business.business. GenerallyGenerally thesethese 'good''good' \vomen\vomen areare thosethose whowho havehave menmen fromfrom theirtheir 
immediateimmediate oror extendedextended familyfamily supportingsupporting andand ht'lpinght'lping themthem inin thethe runningrunning ofof thethe business.business. InIn 
thesethese casescases thethe khanavalkhanaval workwork isis seenseen asas aa notnot particularlyparticularly desirabledesirable (but(but acceptableacceptable onon 
economiceconomic grounds)grounds) extensionextension ofof thesethese women'swomen's traditionaltraditional rolesroles ofof providingproviding mealsmeals forfor theirtheir 
familyfamily men.men. ThoseThose womenwomen whowho areare 'spoiled','spoiled', andand whosewhose charactercharacter andand moralitymorality areare dubiousdubious 
accordingaccording toto thest:thest: commonlycommonly heldheld standards,standards, areare thethe \\iomen\\iomen whowho startstart andand managemanage suchsuch 
busine:;sesbusine:;ses withoutwithout 'legitimate''legitimate' supportsupport fromfrom menmen \,.·ho\,.·ho areare relatedrelated toto themthem inin thethe extendedextended 
family.family. TheseThese womenwomen areare perceivedperceived toto bebe 'too'too free',free', duedue toto thethe interactioninteraction necessitatednecessitated byby thethe 
business,business, withwith menmen whowho areare unrelatedunrelated toto themthem andand theythey are,are, byby implication,implication, freefree withwith sexualsexual 
favoursfavours andand morallymorally 'loose'.'loose'. SuchSuch prejudicesprejudices leaveleave aa womanwoman whowho hashas beenbeen bereftbereft ofof traditionaltraditional 
supportsupport structuresstructures inin thethe unenviableunenviable positionposition ofof beingbeing sociallysocially condemnedcondemned whateverwhatever actionaction 
sheshe chooseschooses toto take.take. Ironically,Ironically, womenwomen whowho areare shelteredsheltered andand inin aa securesecure nicheniche inin thethe village,village, 
familyfamily andand societalsocietal structurestructure dodo perceiveperceive thisthis asas aa dilemmadilemma forfor thethe womenwomen soso caught,caught, butbut theythey 
areare thethe mostmost vociferousvociferous inin theirtheir condemnationcondemnation ofof womenwomen whowho stravstrav fromfrom thethe traditionaltraditional.. ­­
paths.paths. 

WorkWork inin thethe VillageVillage 

TheThe growthgrowth ofof textiletextile millsmills andand otherother activitiesactivities resultingresulting inin newnew jobsjobs inin BombayBombay havehave causedcaused 
changeschanges inin thethe lifelife andand workwork ofof womenwomen remainingremaining behindbehind inin SugaoSugao village.village. TheThe availabilityavailability ofof 
jobsjobs inin BombayBombay hashas resultedresulted inin continuingcontinuing departuresdepartures ofof adultadult malesmales fromfrom Sugao.Sugao. InIn 19771977 
almostalmost 5050 perper centcent ofof thethe adultadult malesmales (468(468 outout of985)of985) hadhad leftleft forfor work,work, mainlymainly toto Hombay,Hombay, 



 

 

leavingleaving theirtheir familiesfamilies behindbehind inin Sugao.Sugao. AlthoughAlthough thesethese menmen comecome homehome toto thethe village,village, oneone toto 
fourfour timestimes aa year,year, theythey spendspend mostmost ofof theirtheir workingworking liveslives awayaway fromfrom theirtheir families.families. TheThe 
percentagepercentage ofof familiesfamilies withwith nono adultadult malemale livingliving inin thethe villagevillage hashas rangedranged fromfrom 23-2623-26 perper centcent 
(Table(Table 2).2). Thus,Thus, sincesince 1942,1942, therethere havehave beenbeen aa significantsignificant numbernumber ofof familiesfamilies inin SugaoSugao withoutwithout 
aa residentresident malemale headhead ofof thethe household.household. 

AnAn increasingincreasing proportionproportion ofof thethe populationpopulation thatthat remainsremains inin thethe villagevillage isis thusthus female,female, andand 
womenwomen dodo moremore ofof thethe workwork involvedinvolved inin dailydaily fanning.fanning. This,This, however,however, hashas resultedresulted inin vervverv 

// // 

fe\vfe\v changeschanges inin thethe positionposition andand statusstatus ofof SugaoSugao womenwomen andand fewfew increasesincreases inin theirtheir controlcontrol overover 
generalgeneral decision-makingdecision-making oror expenditureexpenditure offamilyoffamily assets.assets. AlthoughAlthough 2626 pt~rpt~r centcent ofof Sugao'Sugao' farmsfarms 
werewere cultivatedcultivated predominantlypredominantly byby womenwomen inin 1977,1977, andand 7S7S perper centcent ofof thosethose workingworking asas 
agriculturalagricultural labourerslabourers inin SugaoSugao werewere women,women, itit appearsappears thatthat managementmanagement decisionsdecisions remainremain aa 
malemale prerogative,prerogative, e.g.e.g. choicechoice ofof inputsinputs (like(like fertiliser)fertiliser) amiami choicechoice ofof technologytechnology (such(such asas 
whetherwhether toto useuse bullocksbullocks oror aa tractortractor forfor ploughingploughing thethe fieldfield oror transportingtransporting thethe productsproducts toto 
market).market). ThisThis phenomenonphenomenon isis significantsignificant andand somewhatsomewhat paradoxical-womenparadoxical-women doingdoing moremore ofof 
thethe agriculturalagricultural workwork inin thethe village,village, huthut havinghaving asas limitedlimited controlcontrol asas before.before. ItIt deservesdeserves furtherfurther 
investigation.investigation. 

WOMENWOMEN ININ AGR1CULTUREAGR1CULTURE ININ SUG,\OSUG,\O 

AA numbernumber ofof womenwomen \vere\vere interviewed,interviewed, includingincluding somesome whowho werewere cultivatingcultivating alonealone andand 
othersothers whowho farmedfarmed onon tamilytamily lands.'}lands.'} TheyThey statedstated thatthat managementmanagement decisionsdecisions regardingregarding thethe 
farmfarm andand alsoalso thethe familyfamily continuecontinue toto bebe predominantlypredominantly mademade byby thethe menmen ofof Sugao.Sugao. TheThe malemale 
headhead ofof thethe familyfamily eithereither returnsreturns fromfrom thethe citycity atat criticalcritical juncturesjunctures inin thethe agriculturalagricultural cyclecycle oror 
makesmakes priorprior provisionprovision forfor taskstasks toto bebe donedone andand decisionsdecisions toto bebe mademade atat thesethese times.times. AA malemale 
rdativerdative livingliving inin thethe villagevillage isis sometimessometimes delegateddelegated thethe authorityauthority toto makemake thesethese decisions.decisions. InIn 
somesome ofof thethe familiesfamilies thatthat ownown largl"rlargl"r amountsamounts ofof land,land, thethe older,older, seniorsenior womenwomen dodo supervisesupervise 
thethe dailydaily V'mrkV'mrk ofof farmfarm labourers.labourers. However,However, whenwhen wageswages areare paidpaid atat thethe endend ofof thethe day,day, 
whetherwhether inin cashcash oror aa shareshare ofof thethe crop,crop, aa manman fromfrom thethe familyfamily usuallyusually comescomes toto thethe fieldfield toto 
overseeoversee thethe payml"nts.payml"nts. WomenWomen dodo thethe tedioustedious workwork ofof dailydaily supervision,supervision, butbut menmen wieldwield thethe 
pmverpmver ofof payingpaying thl'thl' workers.workers. ByBy andand large,large, womenwomen saidsaid thatthat th~yth~y mademade fewfew ofof thethe decisionsdecisions 
pertainingpertaining toto thethe familyfamily farm.farm. ThisThis lacklack ofofexperienceexperience inin managementmanagement skillsskills isis aa greatgreat handicaphandicap 
toto aa womanwoman whowho inheritsinherits land,land, becausebecause shl"shl" fallsfalls easyeasy preyprey toto malemale farmersfarmers interestedinterested inin 

acquiringacquiring herher property.property. 

OWNERSHIPOWNERSHIP 01-'01-' 1.AND1.AND RYRY SllGAOSllGAO WOMENWOMEN 

AlthoughAlthough womenwomen nownow areare legallylegally entitledentitled toto inheritinherit land,land, inin practicepractice landland isis predominantlypredominantly 
inheritedinherited byby malesmales ofof thethe family.family. InIn Sugao,Sugao, thethe sentimentsentiment isis thatthat SugaoSugao landland hashas toto staystay inin 
SugaoSugao hands.hands. WomenWomen marriedmarried toto SugaoSugao menmen areare consideredconsidered outsiders,outsiders, forfor theythey generallygenerally 
comecome fromfrom familiesfamilies outsideoutside thethe village.village. TheThe factfact isis aa particularparticular characteristiccharacteristic ofof Sugao,Sugao, wherewhere 
5S5S perper centcent ofof villagevillage familiesfamilies belongbelong toto twotwo MarathaMaratha familiesfamilies whowho dodo notnot intermarryintermarry amongamong 
themselves.themselves. toto ForFor similarsimilar reasons,reasons, membersmembers ofof thethe otherother castescastes inin SugaoSugao mustmust alsoalso seekseek matesmates 
outsideoutside thethe village.village. AsAs aa result,result, daughtersdaughters ofof SugaoSugao familiesfamilies areare consideredconsidered outsidersoutsiders becausebecause 
theythey willwill bebe marriedmarried toto menmen fromfrom otherother villages.villages. WivesWives areare outsidersoutsiders ifif theythey havehave nono sonssons 
becausebecause SugaoSugao menmen fearfear thatthat ifif widowedwidowed theythey maymay allowallow SugaoSugao landland toto bebe inheritedinherited byby theirtheir 
relativesrelatives fromfrom otherother villages.villages. 

InIn thisthis wayway allall SugaoSugao womenwomen areare inin somesome sensesense effectivelyeffectively consideredconsidered outsidersoutsiders andand 



 

inheritanceinheritance ofofSugaoSugao landslands byby thcmthcm isis discouraged.discouraged. ThisThis isis reHectedreHected inin thethe factfact thatthat inin 19771977 lessless 
thanthan threethree perper centcent ofSugaoofSugao landslands waswas ownedowned byby women.women. MostMost ofof t1wset1wse inheritancesinheritances occurredoccurred 
whenwhen womenwomen werewere widowedwidowed whowho hadhad nono sonssons toto inheritinherit thethe land.land. fwnfwn inin thescthesc casescases thisthis 
land,land, legallylegally mvnedmvned byby women,women, isis mostlymostly managedmanaged byby menmen inin thethe villagevillage fromfrom thethe extendedextended 
family.family. WomenWomen whowho dodo trytry toto tilltill theirtheir ownown landland areare oftenoften veryvery insecureinsecure andand findfind itit difficult;difficult; 
notnot onlyonly dodo theythey lacklack managementmanagement skillsskills butbut theythey areare excludedexcluded fromfrom thethe male-male- grapevinegrapevine 
wherewhere farmfarm practicespractices andand problemsproblems areare discussed.discussed. ThisThis isis stillstill thethe mostmost importantimportant 
information-disseminatinginformation-disseminating systemsystem despitedespite government-sponsoredgovernment-sponsored radioradio programmesprogrammes aboutabout 
farmfarm matters,matters, marketmarket prices,prices, amiami agriculturalagricultural extensionextension efforts.efforts. WomenWomen areare notnot acculturatedacculturated 
toto listeninglistening toto thethe radioradio forfor information.information. InIn fact,fact, onlyonly thethe moremore awareaware andand educatededucated ofof thethe menmen 
uscusc thethe radioradio forfor thisthis purpose.purpose. WommWomm arcarc notnot invitedinvited eveneven toto thethe lowlow levellevel ofof agriculturalagricultural 
extensionextension workwork oneone observesobserves inin thethe village.village. 

OneOne extremelyextremely entcrprisingentcrprising farmer,farmer, aa widowwidow whowho isis exceptionalexceptional inin herher abilityability toto manage,manage, 
hashas effectivelyeffectively overcomeovercome thisthis difficulty.difficulty. SheShe sendssends herher youngyoung sonson toto listenlisten toto thethe men'smen's gossipgossip 
inin thethe villagevillage squaresquare ofof anan eveningevening andand hashas himhim reportreport backback toto her.her. SheShe alsoalso learnslearns newnew 
techniquestechniques andand methodsmethods byby veryvery dosedose oh,enationoh,enation ofof thethe innovativeinnovative fannersfanners inin thethe ,"i1lage.,"i1lage. 
WhyWhy don'tdon't otherother womenwomen whowho farmfarm alonealone followfollow herher example?example? GrantedGranted sheshe isis unusuaIl)'unusuaIl)' 
intelligentintelligent andand able;able; thethe socialsocial constraintsconstraints operatingoperating againstagainst womenwomen discouragediscourage allall butbut thethe 
mostmost determined.determined. 

IfIf aa womanwoman doesdoes exertexert herself,herself, takestakes onon moremore decision-makingdecision-making andand responsihilitiesresponsihilities ofof 
management,management, thethe villagevillage societysociety andand herher familyfamily dodo notnot excuseexcuse herher fromfrom performingperforming allall thethe 
otherother taskstasks thatthat sheshe routinelyroutinely mustmust perform,perform, workwork thatthat isis traditionaltraditional toto herher rolerole andand statusstatus inin 
thethe women'swomen's hierarchy.hierarchy. NotNot onlyonly areare therethere nono incentivesincentives toto beingbeing enterprisingenterprising butbut therethere areare 
quitequite substantialsubstantial disincentives.disincentives. AA womanwoman maymay bebe chastisedchastised andand stigmatisedstigmatised forfor beingbeing 'too'too 
forward'forward' oror ofof 'loose'loose morals'morals' becausebecause sheshe isis feltfelt toto bebe tootoo freefree inin herher cOn\'ersationscOn\'ersations withwith men.men. IfIf 
herher husbandhusband isis inin Bombay,Bombay, thisthis gOSSipgOSSip willwill inedtablyinedtably reachreach himhim andand sheshe maymay nndnnd herher positionposition 
inin herher family,family, thethe mostmost importantimportant structurestructure forfor herher security,security, undermined.undermined. SmallSmall wonderwonder thenthen 
thatthat fewfew womenwomen ""......ishish toto playplay thisthis little-gainlittle-gain high-losshigh-loss game,game, unlessunless theythey inin factfact ownown andand 
controlcontrol substantialsubstantial resourcesresources includingincluding land.land. GenerallyGenerally womenwomen ownown veryvery smallsmall parcelsparcels of/and.of/and. 
InIn fact,fact, allall butbut threethree ofof thethe thirtythirty piecespieces oflandofland thatthat werewere ownedowned byby womenwomen inin SugaoSugao w('rew('re lessless 
thanthan twotwo acresacres inin extent.extent. 

TheThe economiceconomic imperativeimperative toto perpetuateperpetuate aa family'sfamily's ownershipownership ofof thethe land,land, thethe majormajor 
productiveproductive resourceresource inin thethe vilJage,vilJage, inin combinationcombination withwith thethe patriarchalpatriarchal socialsocial system,system, operateoperate 
effecti\'e1yeffecti\'e1y toto keepkeep womenwomen fromfrom acquiringacquiring propertyproperty rights.rights. CoupledCoupled withwith culturalcultural normsnorms thatthat 
limitlimit aa woman'swoman's abilityability toto managemanage thisthis resource,resource, thisthis preventsprevents herher fromfrom acquiringacquiring decision­decision­
makingmaking rolesroles regardingregarding landland andand itsits cultivationcultivation inin thethe village.village. OnOn thethe otherother hand,hand, womenwomen 
continuecontinue toto maintainmaintain andand nurturenurture thethe familyfamily atat aa certaincertain subsistencesubsistence level,level, andand provideprovide thethe 
securitysecurity andand continuitycontinuity thatthat allowsallows thethe peasantpeasant agricultureagriculture andand thethe peasantpeasant familyfamily modemode toto 
persistpersist andand thethe menmen toto migratemigrate andand workwork inin BombayBombay inin thethe textiletextile milkmilk 

WOMENWOMEN LABOURERSLABOURERS ININ A(;RICUITURI;A(;RICUITURI; 

WomenWomen fromfrom famili{~sfamili{~s thatthat practicepractice subsistencesubsistence farmingfarming andand ownown sufficientsufficient landland toto supportsupport 
thethe familyfamily workwork primarilyprimarily onon theirtheir ownown farmsfarms butbut thosethose withwith insuHicientinsuHicient landland toto supportsupport thethe 
familyfamily workwork asas agriculturalagricultural labourerslabourers onon others'others' lands.lands. ThoseThose withwith practicallypractically nono landland suchsuch asas 
thethe nea-Buddhistsnea-Buddhists workwork almostalmost exclusivelyexclusively asas agriculturalagricultural lahourers.lahourers. 1111 



 

InIn 19771977 SugaoSugao womenwomen accountedaccounted forfor 7575 perper centcent ofof thethe totaltotal SugaoSugao populationpopulation claimingclaiming 
agriculturalagricultural labourlabour asas theirtheir primaryprimary occupation.occupation. AtAt thatthat timetime womenwomen labourerslabourers werewere paidpaid twotwo 
thirdsthirds thethe wageswages of'men.of'men. ThisThis ratioratio hadhad persistedpersisted atat leastleast sincesince 1942.1942. InIn addition,addition, becausebecause workwork 
waswas availableavailable forfor moremore daysdays ofof thethe yearyear forfor menmen (1(1 SOSO daysdays asas comparedcompared toto 120120 forfor women),women), 
thesethese ratesrates inin factfact averagedaveraged outout toto oneone rupeerupee perper dayday forfor womenwomen andand twotwo rupeesrupees perper dayday forfor 
men.men. TheThe discrepancydiscrepancy betweenbetween wageswages forfor menmen andand thosethose forfor womenwomen hashas beenbeen increasedincreased asas 
fewerfewer andand fev,'erfev,'er menmen areare leftleft inin thethe villagevillage whowho areare availableavailable forfor casualcasual dayday labour.labour. ]n]n 1982,1982, 
becausebecause ofof thisthis scarcityscarcity ofof malemale labourlabour atat peakpeak demanddemand periodsperiods inin thethe agriculturalagricultural cycle,cycle, menmen 
receivedreceived sevenseven toto tenten rupees,rupees, generallygenerally tenten rupees,rupees, perper dayday forfor farmfarm labourlabour whilewhile womenwomen 
receivedreceived onlyonly threethree rupeesrupees forfor aa day'sday's work.work. 

ThusThus thethe availabilityavailability ofof andand accessaccess toto outsideoutside jobsjobs forfor men,men, suchsuch asas inin Bombav'sBombav's textiletextile 
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industriesindustries havehave improvedimproved theirtheir earningearning capacitycapacity outsideoutside andand withinwithin thethe village.village. InIn contrastcontrast toto 
this,this, SugaoSugao women'swomen's lacklack ofof accessaccess toto jobsjobs inin thethe formalformal sectorsector ofof thethe textiletextile industryindustry hashas 
resultt'dresultt'd notnot onlyonly inin stagnation,stagnation, butbut inin aa declinedecline inin theirtheir earningearning capacities.capacities. SocialSocial andand culturalcultural 
attitudesattitudes aboutabout appropriateappropriate sexualsexual rolesroles havehave thusthus preventedprevented villagevillage womenwomen fromfrom obtainingobtaining 
jobsjobs createdcreated inin thethe freefree marketmarket system,system, jobsjobs thatthat havehave enhancedenhanced men'smen's earningearning capacity.capacity. 

AnAn argumentargument oftenoften mademade isis thatthat womenwomen whowho work,work, eveneven inin thethe menialmenial low-payinglow-paying jobsjobs 
suchsuch asas agriculturalagricultural labour,labour, havehave moremore controlcontrol bothboth overover thethe spendingspending ofof moneymoney andand overover 
theirtheir personalpersonal behaviourbehaviour andand lifestyle.lifestyle. ThisThis positionposition isis notnot completelycompletely substantiatedsubstantiated byby thethe 
opinionsopinions ofof womenwomen whowho workwork asas agriculturalagricultural labourerslabourers inin Sugao.Sugao. EvenEven thethe neo-Buddhistneo-Buddhist 
women,women, whowho dodo enjoyenjoy greatergreater socialsocial interactioninteraction throughthrough theirtheir workwork andand areare thereforetherefore 
psychologicallypsychologically moremore fitfit toto dealdeal withwith thethe largerlarger worldworld thanthan thanthan theirtheir moremore sheltered,sheltered, higher­higher­
castecaste contemporaries,contemporaries, dodo notnot agree.agree. AA highlyhighly independentindependent postureposture cannotcannot bebe expectedexpected merelymerely 
becausebecause theythey receivereceive theirtheir wageswages cash-in-hand.cash-in-hand. EvenEven whenwhen womenwomen dodo \\'ork\\'ork asas farmfarm labourerslabourers 
(as(as inin thethe neo-Buddhistneo-Buddhist communitycommunity inin Sugao)Sugao) andand areare aa major,major, andand atat timestimes thethe sole,sole, sourcesource ofof 
incomeincome forfor thethe family,family, theythey earnearn soso littlelittle andand hawhaw soso littlelittle surplussurplus thatthat theirtheir senst~senst~ ofof securitysecurity isis 
notnot signilicantlysignilicantly enhanced.enhanced. NorNor areare theythey ableable toto exerciseexercise muchmuch controlcontrol overover thethe spendingspending ofof 
theirtheir earnings.earnings. TheirTheir dailvdailv \vages\vages areare usedused immediatelvimmediatelv toto meetmeet theirtheir families'families' dailvdailv 
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consumptionconsumption needs,needs, handedhanded overover inin thethe eveningevening toto thethe grocergrocer forfor thatthat day'sday's quotaquota ofofgraingrain andand 
oil.oil. IfIf thethe womanwoman doesdoes notnot workwork oneone day,day, thethe stovestove isis oftenoften coldcold thatthat nightnight andand thethe familyfamily goesgoes 
hungry.hungry. GivenGiven herher immediateimmediate accountabilityaccountability forfor herher wageswages andand theirtheir useuse forfor immediateimmediate 
consumption,consumption, thethe femalefemale labourerlabourer acquiresacquires littlelittle financialfinancial independence.independence. SheShe doesdoes notnot earnearn 
thethe necessarynecessary surplussurplus neededneeded toto makemake financialfinancial investments.investments. 

OTHEROTHER SI'IIERESSI'IIERES OFOF CONTROLCONTROL ANDAND RESPONSIBILITYRESPONSIBILITY 

TheThe lacklack ofof controlcontrol ofof landland assetsassets andand anyany ewnomicewnomic surplussurplus generatedgenerated fromfrom themthem isis aa majormajor 
factorfactor thatthat preventsprevents womenwomen fromfrom becomingbecoming entrepreneursentrepreneurs inin mostmost new,new, non-agriculturalnon-agricultural 
activitiesactivities thatthat arisearise inin thethe village.village. 

forfor reasonsreasons thatthat havehave beenbeen documenteddocumented elsewhere,elsewhere, traditionaltraditional artisanartisan activitiesactivities inin whichwhich 
\Vomen\Vomen playedplayed significantsignificant rolesroles havehave beenbeen diminishingdiminishing inin Sugao.Sugao. TheThe newnew businessesbusinesses whichwhich 
havehave emergedemerged inin thethe village,village, suchsuch asas cyclecycle repairrepair shops,shops, flourflour mills,mills, poultrypoultry andand dairydairy 
industries,industries, andand electricalelectrical fl'pairfl'pair shops,shops, areare ownedowned byby men.men. ThereThere isis onlyonly oneone \voman\voman 
entrepreneurentrepreneur inin Sugao,Sugao, anan educatededucated youngyoung woman,woman, marriedmarried intointo thethe village,village, whowho borrowedborrowed 
somesome moneymoney fromfrom herher brothl'rbrothl'r andand startedstarted aa smallsmall chilichili grindinggrinding business.business. InIn addition,addition, sheshe runsruns 
aa smasma1111 businessbusiness sewingsewing clothesclothes forfor neighboursneighbours onon aa sewingsewing machine,machine, alsoalso acquiredacquired withwith 



 

 

 

 

financialfinancial helphelp fromfrom herher hrother.hrother. ManyMany womenwomen inin SugaoSugao ownown sewingsewing machinesmachines andand aspireaspire toto 
establishestablish suchsuch aa businessbusiness huthut cannotcannot bt~('ausebt~('ause thethe marketmarket isis saturated.saturated. Generally,Generally, mostmost ne\\ne\\ 
businessesbusinesses inin SugaoSugao areare initiatedinitiated andand runrun byby menmen whilewhile womenwomen havehave beenbeen displaceddisplaced fromfrom thethe 
supportivesupportive rolesroles thatthat theythey playedplayed inin traditionaltraditional artisanartisan activitiesactivities suchsuch asas blanket-weavingblanket-weaving andand 
pottery.pottery. 1212 

IfIf women'swomen's dailvdailv routineroutine inin SugaoSugao isis examined,examined, theirtheir workwork andand socialsocial involvementinvolvement outsideoutside 
thethe immediateimmediate fa~ilyfa~ily appearappear minimal.minimal. MenMen controlcontrol thethe managementmanagement ofof thethe famlfaml andand disposa'ldisposa'l 
ofof farmfarm surplus.surplus. TheyThey purchasepurchase andand distributedistribute mostmost ofof thethe consumerconsumer goods.goods. MenMen livingliving inin 
BombayBombay sendsend home,home, twotwo oror threethree timestimes aa )'ear,)'ear, packagespackages containingcontaining consumerconsumer goodsgoods suchsuch asas 
clothing,clothing, tea,tea, sugar,sugar, cosmetic,cosmetic, andand toys.toys. InIn 1977,1977, sevenseven perper centcent ofof familiesfamilies claimedclaimed thatthat theythey 
receivedreceived allall theirtheir consuml:'rconsuml:'r goodsgoods fromfrom Bombay;Bombay; anan additionaladditional II 33 perper centcent receivedreceived aboutabout 
half;half; amIamI sevenseven perper centcent receivedreceived fromfrom 10-2510-25 perper cent.cent. TheseThese purchases,purchases, whichwhich areare usedused byby 
thethe womenwomen andand childrenchildren livingliving inin Sugao,Sugao, areare mademade byby thethe menmen livingliving inin Bombay.Bombay. \Vomen\Vomen cancan 
exerciseexercise littlelittle choicechoice inin thisthis matter.matter. 

EvenEven inin Sugao,Sugao, customarilycustomarily thethe menmen gogo toto thethe nearbynearby marketmarket to,vnto,vn ofof WaiWai toto dodo thethe 
shopping.shopping. RarelyRarely <Ire<Ire womenwomen askedasked oror expectedexpected toto accompanyaccompany thethe mf'nmf'n toto helphelp inin selection,selection, 
eveneven inin mattersmatters asas personalpersonal asas thethe chokechoke ofof sarissaris boughtbought onceonce oror twicetwice aa yearyear forfor thethe womenwomen ofof 
thethe family.family. 

ThusThus thethe factfact thatthat manymany SugaoSugao menmen nownow h\'eh\'e andand vvorkvvork inin RombayRombay hashas cloneclone littlelittle toto 
increaseincrease SugaoSugao women'swomen's opportunitiesopportunities forfor purchasingpurchasing andand marketingmarketing forfor thethe family.family. TheThe oldold 
patternpattern inin whichwhich menmen mademade mostmost ofof thethe decisionsdecisions hashas beenbeen adaptedadapted toto thethe newnew conditionsconditions andand 
theythey continuecontinue toto makemake thesethese decisions,decisions, withwith vcr:'vcr:' littlelittle shiftingshifting ofof thesethese powerspowers toto women.women. 
TheThe socialsocial structurestructure hashas accommodated,accommodated, allowedallowed menmen greatergreater freedoms,freedoms, includingincluding traveltravel 
awayaway forfor jobs,jobs, butbut offeredoffered fewfew newnew optionsoptions forfor women.women. \,vomen\,vomen continuecontinue inin theirtheir c1oscl;'c1oscl;' 
circumscribedcircumscribed dailydaily liveslives inin SugaoSugao andsustainandsustain thethe family.family. 

SugQOSugQO WomenWomen inin Bombc:,~'Bombc:,~' 

OneOne reasonreason thatthat SugaoSugao womenwomen havehave notnot obtainedobtained nornor eveneven aspiredaspired toto jobsjobs inin thethe BombayBombay 
textiletextile industryindustry isis thatthat thethe upper-casteupper-caste MarathaMaratha menmen fromfrom whomwhom thethe earlyearly migrantsmigrants toto 
RombayRombay werewere drawn,drawn, andand whowho thereforetherefore hadhad thethe contactscontacts inin BombayBombay toto procureprocure suchsuch jobs,jobs, 
diddid notnot considerconsider itit appropriateappropriate forfor womenwomen toto workwork outsidl'outsidl' thethe house.house. AA womanwoman workingworking forfor 
wageswages outsideoutside thethe homehome meantmeant thatthat thethe menmen inin herher familyfamily couldcould notnot supportsupport her.her. AsAs HoserupHoserup 
notes,notes, 1313 inin ruralrural IndiaIndia therethere areare fourfour generalgeneral typestypes ofof femalefemale workwork patterns.patterns. InIn thethe toptop groupgroup 
ofof high-castehigh-caste families,families, womenwomen taketake nono partpart inin outdooroutdoor activities.activities. TheThe nextnext isis thethe cultivatorcultivator 
caste,caste, inin whichwhich \vomen\vomen areare occupiedoccupied inin I~rgclyI~rgcly domesticdomestic dutiesduties andand nevernever camcam moneymoney toto 
supportsupport thethe family.family. InIn tht-tht- thirdthird group,group, \vomen\vomen helphelp menmen inin thethe familyfamily farmfarm andand mightmight workwork 
forfor wageswages inin thethe peakpeak season.season. InIn thethe fourthfourth andand lowestlowest rankedranked group,group, thethe \'mmen\'mmen workwork asas fieldfield 
labourerslabourers andand areare expectedexpected toto seckseck paidpaid \'\lork\'\lork forfor thethe supportsupport ofof theirtheir families.families. EvenEven todaytoday inin 
Sugao,Sugao, byby andand large,large, thethe socialsocial statusstatus aspiredaspired toto isis thatthat ofof thethe wiveswives ofof thethe richestrichest landovmerslandovmers 
....vhovho dodo notnot workwork outsideoutside thethe familyfamily house.house. ItIt isis notnot surprising,surprising, therefore,therefore, thatthat atat thethe tllrntllrn ofof 
thethe centurycentury andand intointo thethe 1940s1940s andand 1950s1950s factoryfactory work,work, entailingentailing asas itit doesdoes independentindependent 
activityactivity outsideoutside thethe house,house, possiblypossibly underunder thethe supervisionsupervision ofof menmen whowho areare notnot membersmembers ofof thethe 
family,family, waswas notnot consideredconsidered idealideal workwork forfor SugaoSugao women,women, andand SugaoSugao menmen diddid notnot cyencyen 
considerconsider obtainingobtaining jobsjobs inin thethe textiletextile millsmills forfor SugaoSugao women.women. 



 

 

AsAs aa result,result, thethe earlierearlier growthgrowth pcriodpcriod ofof thethe tcxtiletcxtile industryindustry inin BombayBombay whenwhen SugaoSugao menmen 
werewere increasinglyincreasingly joiningjoining thethe textiletextile mills,mills, SugaoSugao womenwomen werewere not.not. ThusThus thethe industryindustry 
providedprovided aa veryvery directdirect ladderladder fc)rfc)r upwardupward jobjob mobilitymobility forfor thethe menmen butbut notnot thethe women.women. 
SubsequentlySubsequently workwork forfor womenwomen inin thethe BombayBombay textiletextile industryindustry declined.declined. TheThe departmentsdepartments inin 
whichwhich womenwomen Wl"reWl"re recruited,recruited, suchsuch asas thethe spinningspinning andand spindlespindle windingwinding sections,sections, becamebecame 
moremore mechanisedmechanised andand womenwomen whowho ,ycre,ycre displaceddisplaced fromfrom theirtheir jobsjobs \'Vere\'Vere notnot rehiredrehired inin otherother 
departmentsdepartments ofof thethe factories.factories. ThusThus thcthc opportunityopportunity toto obtainobtain jobsjobs inin thethe textiletextile millsmills becamebecame 
eveneven moremore remoteremote forfor thethe SugaoSugao woman.woman. 

homhom MeeraMeera Sanra'sSanra's detaileddetailed casecase studiesstudies ofof twotwo lower~castelower~caste nco-Buddhistnco-Buddhist womenwomen 
workingworking inin thethe BombayBombay textiletextile industryindustry andand thethe themesthemes developeddeveloped fromfrom herher interviewsinterviews withwith 
somesome tiftytifty otherother \vomen\vomen vmrkers,14vmrkers,14 itit appearsappears that,that, despitedespite havinghaving toto faceface oppositionopposition fromfrom 
theirtheir familiesfamilies (partkularly(partkularly husbandshusbands \vho\vho atat timestimes accusedaccused themthem ofof havin~sexualhavin~sexualrelationshipsrelationships 
withwith otherother menmen atat thethe factory),factory), womenwomen cherishedcherished thethe freedomfreedom andand opportunityopportunity thethe industrialindustrial 
jobsjobs offeredoffered them.them. ThisThis spectrespectre ofof beingbeing accusedaccused byby husbands,husbands, brothers,brothers, andand fathers-fathers- andand 
mothers-in-lawmothers-in-law ofof sexuallysexually promiscuouspromiscuous behaviourbehaviour isis thethe banebane ofof thethe workingworking woman'swoman's lifelife inin 
India.India. ItIt isis thethe ultimateultimate weaponweapon usnI'usnI' toto undermineundermine herher determinationdetermination toto bebe independentindependent andand 

toto justifyjustify physicallyphysically abusingabusing her.her. 
DespiteDespite this,this, asas SavaraSavara describes,describes, womenwomen workingworking inin thethe millsmills greatlygreatly preferprefer theirtheir dailydaily 

routine,routine, beginningbeginning atat 7.007.00 amam andand consistingconsisting ofof monotonousmonotonous andand dulldull tasks,tasks, toto thethe moremore 
restrictedrestricted worldworld ofof beingbeing aa houscwife.houscwife. TheyThey valuevalue theirtheir opportunitiesopportunities toto meetmeet withwith \\lomen\\lomen 
frkndsfrknds andand ccHvorkl'rs,ccHvorkl'rs, toto talk,talk, toto walkwalk homehome together,together, perhapsperhaps eveneven toto havehave aa cupcup ofof teatea atat aa 
restaurant.restaurant. TheseThese areare quitequite simplesimple opportunitiesopportunities forfor thethe mostmost basicbasic socialsocial intercourse,intercourse, butbut 
ant'sant's thatthat areare svstematicallvsvstematicallv denieddenied womenwomen whowho areare inin moremore traditionaltraditional familyfamily structuresstructures inin 

././ ~~ ...... 

bothboth urbanurban andand n1raln1ral contextscontexts inin India.India. ThereThere womenwomen areare closelyclosely confinedconfined toto theirtheir homeshomes andand 

tiedtied upup withwith family-relatedfamily-related chores.chores. ByBy contrast,contrast, eveneven thethe veryvery limitedlimited freedomfreedom offeredoffered byby 
workwork inin thethe textiletextile industryindustry seemsseems likelike anan opportunity.opportunity. WorkingWorking womenwomen withwith thethe mostmost 
menialmenial jobsjobs dodo notnot wantwant toto relinquishrelinquish tht'tht' opportunityopportunity toto earnearn theirtheir ownown moneymoney andand retainretain thethe 
securitysecurity andand independenceindependence thethe workwork providesprovides them.them. 

DeniedDenied thethe optionoption toto workwork inin thethe mills,mills, thethe oneone occupationoccupation thatthat SugaoSugao womenwomen dodo practicepractice 
inin BombayBombay isis runningrunning khanavals.khanavals. InIn 1977,1977, fivefive SugaoSugao ,"vomen,"vomen werewere runningrunning khanavals,khanavals, cateringcatering 
toto SugaoSugao menmen livingliving inin thethe samesame oror nearbynearby tenement.tenement. AllAll fiwfiw werewere engagedengaged inin thisthis activityactivity inin 
1982.1982. TheirTheir dayday isis longlong inin thisthis business,business, startingstarting atat 5.05.0 amam andand goinggoing almostalmost withoutwithout aa breakbreak tilltill 
8.008.00 oror 9.009.00 pm.pm. LSLS AlthoughAlthough thisthis \vork\vork doesdoes entailentail moremore contactcontact andand interactioninteraction withwith men,men, 

thethe routineroutine necessitatesnecessitates thatthat thethe womanwoman spendsspends mmtmmt ofof thethe dayday withinwithin thethe confinesconfines ofof herher 
10'10' XX 10'10' tenementtenement roomroom wherewhere sheshe eats,eats, sleeps,sleeps, cooks,cooks, cleans,cleans, andand caterscaters mealsmeals toto sometimessometimes 
2{)-302{)-30 men.men. ThereThere areare fewfew opportunitiesopportunities forfor carefreecarefree interaction.interaction. ButBut thethe workwork isis consideredconsidered 
lowlow status:status: 'those'those womenwomen generallygenerally lacklack virtucvirtuc andand areare tootoo freefree withwith men'men' isis thethe blanketblanket 

statementstatement heardheard inin conversationsconversations withwith SugaoSugao people.people. YetYet itit isis thethe effortsefforts ofof thesethese womenwomen thatthat 
enableenable thethe factorvfactorv workerworker toto enjoyenjoy

,, 
home-cooked,home-cooked, relativelyrelatively cleanclean andand unadulteratedunadulterated foodfood atat.. .. 

reasonablereasonable prices.prices. TheThe casecase studiesstudies fromfrom SugaoSugao showshow thatthat fewfew womenwomen havehave succeededsucceeded inin 
establishingestablishing thesethese husinesseshusinesses alonealone withoutwithout thethe overtovert supportsupport ofof legallegal rdativesrdatives suchsuch asas aa 
husbandhusband oror aa brother-in-lawbrother-in-law oror thethe moremore covertcovert supportsupport ofof thethe malemale leadersleaders fromfrom SugaoSugao withwith 
whomwhom thevthev werewere involved.involved. 

CreditCredit cooperativescooperatives forfor womenwomen havehave beenbeen startedstarted inin otherother minmin areasareas ofof Bombay.Bombay. TheThe 
effortsefforts andand experienceexperience ofof promotingpromoting thesethese isis documenteddocumented inin Savara'sSavara's andand KrishnaKrishna Raj'sRaj's 



 

 

 

    

work.lt.work.lt. TheThe SugaoSugao women,women, whowho runrun thethe khana'lalkhana'lal businessesbusinesses inin thethe LowerLower Parel,Parel, 
ChinchpokliChinchpokli partsparts ofof Bombay'sBombay's miltsmilts areaarea haH'haH' notnot heardheard aboutabout thethe crf'ditcrf'dit union.union. EH'nEH'n ifif 
theythey had,had, sincesince thesethese womenwomen an~an~ fromfrom thethe highhigh statusstatus MarathaMaratha caste,caste, theythey haH'haH' beenbeen toto 
somesome extentextent shelteredsheltered andand supportedsupported andand toto anan "'<juall)'"'<juall)' greatgreat oror greatergreater extent,extent, constrainedconstrained 
andand limited,limited, byby thethe familyfamily andand extendedextended villagevillage structurestructure thatthat reachesreaches intointo thethe city.city. SomeSome ofof 
thethe benefitsbenefits KrishnaKrishna RajRaj citescites asas accruingaccruing toto womenwomen runningrunning khanavalskhanavals fromfrom thethe 
cooperativecooperative creditcredit sodetysodety suchsuch asas loans,loans, budgetingbudgeting andand manage-mentmanage-ment help,help, prcwntionprcwntion ofof 
undercutting,undercutting, andand defaultdefault onon paymentpayment ofof mealsmeals areare enjoyedenjoyed byby thethe SugaoSugao khanavalkhanaval womenwomen 
byby virtuevirtue ofof theirtheir contactscontacts andand relationshipsrelationships withwith SugaoSugao men.men. TheirTheir clienteleclientele largelylargely consistsconsists 
ofof SugaoSugao menmen oror theirtheir relatives,relatives, andand money,money, support,support, andand kno\\'~howkno\\'~how isis providedprovided throughthrough 
establishedestablished 'lillage'lillage networks.networks. TheyThey areare inin lactlact workingworking andand livingliving inin aa socialsocial microcosmmicrocosm ofof 
SugaoSugao thatthat happenshappens toto bebe locatedlocated inin thethe heartheart ofof Bombay.Bombay. ItIt thereforetherefore seemsseems unlikelyunlikely thatthat 
SugaoSugao womenwomen \vould\vould veryvery qUicklyqUickly joinjoin suchsuch unionsunions oror bebe vocalvocal andand activeactive inin them.them. 

KrishnaKrishna RajRaj recountsrecounts thatthat thethe daughter-in-lawdaughter-in-law ofof thethe vicevice presidentpresident ofof thethe establishedestablished 
creditcredit unionunion complainedcomplained thatthat herher mother-in-lawmother-in-law diddid 'too'too much'much' forfor thethe organisationorganisation andand 
diddid notnot helphelp herher enoughenough withwith thethe childrenchildren oror runningrunning theirtheir business.business. TheThe vicevice president,president, 
however,however, isis awareaware ofof thethe bencl-itsbencl-its gainedgained throughthrough thethe creditcredit unionunion andand cnjo~'scnjo~'s thethe 'respect''respect' 
workingworking onon itit hashas broughtbrought her.her. TheThe conflictconflict betw<:cnbetw<:cn thethe gainsgains derivedderived fromfrom workingworking 
outsideoutside thethe familyfamily andand thethe resultingresulting tensionstensions cf{'atnlcf{'atnl withinwithin itit forfor aa womanwoman areare dearlydearly felt.felt. 
Non{'Non{' ofof thethe SugaoSugao womenwomen runningrunning khanavalskhanavals seemsseems preparedprepared toto taketake upup thethe challengechallenge andand 
thethe ensuingensuing conflicts.conflicts. 

ItIt isis importantimportant toto notenote thatthat thethe womenwomen whowho runrun thethe khanavalkhanaval businessbusiness inin Bombay'sBombay's 
textiletextile areasareas areare providingproviding aa majormajor supportsupport serviceservice toto thethe industrialindustrial "vorkers."vorkers. TheseThese womenwomen 
receivereceive littlelittle oror nono supportsupport tortor thisthis activityactivity fromfrom anyany fonnalfonnal institution,institution, suchsuch asas thethe millsmills 
themselves,themselves, banks,banks, andand otherother creditcredit institutions.institutions. TheyThey havehave toto garnergarner thethe resourcesresources toto 
provideprovide themselvesthemselves withwith housing,housing, utensils,utensils, equipmentequipment andand otherother physicalphysical itemsitems toto startstart theirtheir 
enterprises.enterprises. TheyThey conductconduct thethe businessbusiness inin over-crowded,over-crowded, congestedcongested tenementtenement roomsrooms inin 
whichwhich theythey alsoalso eat,eat, sleep,sleep, andand recreate.recreate. AsideAside fromfrom seeingseeing aa couplecouple ofof mo\'iesmo\'ies oror makingmaking 
tripstrips toto thethe market,market, theirtheir liveslives areare circumscribedcircumscribed byby thethe fourfour wallswalls ofof theirtheir tinytiny tenementtenement 
room.room. TheThe textiletextile industryindustry inin BombayBombay isis currentlycurrently inin aa troubledtroubled state.state. TheThe prevailingprevailing strikesstrikes 
andand lockouts,lockouts, resultingresulting inin workersworkers beingbeing outout ofof workwork forfor longlong months,months, hashas meantmeant thatthat thesethese 
womenwomen notnot onlyonly havehave hadhad toto keepkeep pricesprices ofof mealsmeals fixed,fixed, despitedespite risingrising costscosts ofof foods,foods, butbut 
alsoalso thatthat theythey havehave hadhad toto carrycarry somesome vvorkersvvorkers unableunable toto pay.pay. PartPart ofof thethe burdenburden ofof thethe 
strikestrike tailstails onon thethe backsbacks ofof thesethese women,women, butbut theirtheir contributioncontribution isis takentaken forfor grantedgranted andand 
unacknowledged.unacknowledged. 

ThisThis paperpaper hashas limitedlimited itselfitself toto thethe subjectsubject ofof thethe impactimpact ofof thethe textiletextile industryindustry onon SugaoSugao 
womenwomen andand theirtheir work.work. ItIt hashas notnot addressedaddressed thethe complexcomplex questionquestion ofof thethe fatefate ofof thethe 
BombavBombav textiletextile industry,industry, currentlycurrently inin fluxflux andand underunder stress.stress. TheThe longlong termterm outcomesoutcomes ofof thethe 
19821982 s~rikes~rike inin thethe Ho~ba)'Ho~ba)' tcxtil~tcxtil~ industryindustry willwill inin generalgeneral havehave prof~undprof~und complicationscomplications forfor 
thethe workwork andand viabilityviability ofof thethe wholewhole SugaoSugao villagevillage economyeconomy andand inin particularparticular onon thethe "",ark"",ark 
andand viabilityviability ofof thesethese women'swomen's businesses.businesses. IfIf thethe statusstatus quoquo cannotcannot bebe maintainedmaintained andand thethe 
fragilefragile familyfamily societalsocietal networknetwork thatthat atat thethe samesame timetime supportssupports andand fettersfetters thesethese womenwomen 
becomesbecomes defunct,defunct, then,then, andand onlyonly then,then, SugaoSugao khanavalkhanaval women,women, andand othersothers likelike them,them, maymay 
inin factfact bebe effectivelyeffectively mobilisedmobilised toto joinjoin outsideoutside sourcessources suchsuch asas cooperativecooperative creditcredit societiessocieties 
forfor mutualmutual supportsupport andand help.help. 



 

 

ConclusionConclusion 

AsAs longlong asas thethe familyfamily andand castecaste structurestructure ofof SugaoSugao societysociety extmdsextmds bothboth aa setset ofof constraintsconstraints toto 
women'swomen's rolesroles olltsideolltside thethe familyfamily andand supportsupport forfor thosethose traditionallytraditionally sanctionedsanctioned activitiesactivities thatthat 
occuroccur withinwithin the'the' family,family, women'swomen's liveslives andand roksroks areare notnot goinggoing toto bebe greatlygreatly influencedinfluenced andand 
changedchanged byby Bombay'sBombay's textiletextile industries.industries. DramaticDramatic change'schange's andand greatergreater freedomfreedom forfor actionaction willwill 
resultresult onlvonlv whenwhen castecaste andand familyfamily influencc'sinfluencc's an'an' necessarilynecessarily rerlucedrerluced bvbv economiceconomic realitiesrealities 

,, .... J.J. 

outsideoutside thethe controlcontrol ofof SugaoSugao villagers.villagers. SoSo farfar therethere hashas beenbeen littlelittle impetusimpetus forfor thisthis toto ('manate('manate 
fromfrom thethe textiletextile industry,industry, anan industryindustry whichwhich hashas changerlchangerl tht"tht" !in's!in's ofof SugaoSugao men.men. 

II ByBy [879,[879, ofof the'the' ,6,6 spinningspinning andand weavingweaving mills,mills, threcthrec quartersquarters Iwn'Iwn' inin BombayBombay Pn'silknevPn'silknev andand morl'morl' thanthan 
halfhalf onon BomhavBomhav lslwdlslwd itself.itself. S,,<,S,,<, Gadgil,Gadgil, D.D. K,K, TheThe Illd"wwlIlld"wwl holwwnholwwn ofof IndwIndw InIn ReamReam TlmelTlmel 18(,0-19]':),18(,0-19]':), 5th5th 
Edition.Edition. Homha\.Homha\. OxfordOxford lInin-rsit:lInin-rsit: I'rt'ss,I'rt'ss, [97[,[97[, IYIY 54-56,75-77,54-56,75-77, 104-10/1.104-10/1. 254-261,254-261, 327327 

22 St't'St't' Pat"l,Pat"l, Kunj,Kunj, RuralRural Lob",Lob", InIn Indll.\1r1alIndll.\1r1al Bombay.Bombay. Bomhay,Bomhay, PopularPopular PTakashan,PTakashan, 1963,1963, PI"PI" 4-8.4-8. InIn aa 19571957 surl'eysurl'ey 
(p.(p. 6)6) ofof textiletextile IahourIahour forn'forn' inin Bomh'lY.Bomh'lY. 4,4, perper centcent camecame fromfrom tilt'tilt' KonkanKonkan andand almostalmost WW JX'rJX'r centcent fromfrom thethe 
IkccanIkccan (where(where SugaoSugao bb located)located) 

)) NigelNigel HarrisHarris inin L(unOmlCL(unOmlC DCl"elopmenLDCl"elopmenL (wes(wes ilndilnd PJanmnR'PJanmnR' JheJhe CdseCdse "r"r S"mbay.S"mbay. Bombay,Bombay, OxfordOxford lIniwrsit)lIniwrsit) 
Press.Press. jj 97/1.97/1. s,1\"Ss,1\"S thatthat RomhavRomhav todaytoday incorporat"sincorporat"s elc'nu'ntselc'nu'nts ofof twotwo economiceconomic periods.periods. ninteninte....nth-centurynth-century tt'xti!t·stt'xti!t·s 
andand tWl'ntieth-<'l'nturytWl'ntieth-<'l'ntury petro-chemicalspetro-chemicals (page(page I.LI.L TheThe textiletextile industry.industry. l'mplol'ingl'mplol'ing 2323 pt'rpt'r Ct'lltCt'llt ofof thethe c-apitalc-apital andand 4848 
perper centcent ofof thethe labourlabour lim'l'lim'l' inin greatergreater Bombay'sBombay's industry,industry, isis stillstill ofof decisivedecisive importancl'importancl' forfor tht'tht' c'ity.c'ity. ItIt indirectlyindirectly 
contillllescontilllles toto attractattract aa sustailll'dsustailll'd flowflow ofof newnew wllrkerswllrkers intointo certaincertain hea\'ilyhea\'ily populatedpopulated districtsdistricts (p.(p. 811811 

44 [)at,l[)at,l fllrfllr thisthis paperpaper wcn'wcn' drawndrawn fromfrom snc·ralsnc·ral sun'e:ssun'e:s ex<'cutcdex<'cutcd hyhy thethe Gokhalt'Gokhalt' InstituteInstitute ofof I'olitinI'olitin andand 
Economics,Economics, l'oona.l'oona. SincTSincT 19.36,19.36, particularlyparticularly t\\Ot\\O "omprehl'miw"omprehl'miw SOclo-cconomkSOclo-cconomk fullfull censuscensus SUnT)SSUnT)S inin 1942-431942-43 
andand 1958-59.1958-59. Comp01wntsComp01wnts ofof tlwsctlwsc Wl:'rt'Wl:'rt' rcpc'atedrcpc'ated bl'bl' thethe authorauthor inin aa fullfull U'IlSUSU'IlSUS sune\,sune\, ofof \iIIagt>\iIIagt> rt'sk!t'ntsrt'sk!t'nts inin 
1976-·771976-·77 duringduring anan Us-monthUs-month r"sidl'ncl'r"sidl'ncl' andand fieldfield illl'l'stigationilll'l'stigation ofof thethe I'illage.I'illage. AA purposivepurposive sampksampk ofof BomhayBomhay 
migrantsmigrants waswas intl'nsiH'I)intl'nsiH'I) inten-iewt'dinten-iewt'd byby thethe authorauthor duringduring thethe followingfollowing threl'threl' monthmonth pt'riod.pt'riod. Tht'Tht' studystudy waswas 
augmentedaugmented byby observationsobservations andand inlOmJationinlOmJation collectedcollected hyhy thethe authorauthor duringduring twotwo suhst'quentsuhst'quent \bits\bits belthbelth toto thethe 
Yill,tgcYill,tgc andand toto Bomha)'Bomha)' toto inkn'icwinkn'icw SugaoSugao migrantsmigrants inin thethe sumnwrsumnwr ofof 19791979 amIamI Deccmht'r-January,Deccmht'r-January, 1981-82.1981-82. 

55 Annl'cdotalAnnl'cdotal inlormationinlormation onon familiesfamilies whowho hadhad somesome IllemhersIllemhers IiYingIiYing inin BombayBombay duringduring tht,tht, t'adyt'ady 1900s1900s waswas 
collc'dedcollc'ded bvbv GokhaleGokhale Institutl'Institutl' heldheld worhr,worhr, inin thethe [9[9 ~Os.~Os. Ca,eCa,e studiesstudies indicateindicate thatthat somesome ofof thethe familiesfamilies whowho areare 
nllWnllW well-;o-dowell-;o-do gainedgained anan economiceconomic edgeedge asas aa resultresult ofof thisthis earlyearly migrationmigration 

66 ThisThis castecaste selectionselection Sl'emsSl'ems toto hawhaw beenbeen typicaltypical lOrlOr textiletextile labourlabour recmitJnentrecmitJnent inin Bomba\'.Bomba\'. KunjKunj Patel,Patel, op.op. 
cit.,cit., note,note, thatthat inin hl'rhl'r surn'\'surn'\' ofof 500500 workersworkers IromIrom thethe KonkanKonkan almostalmost 6363 pefpef centcent werewere MarathaMaratha (p.(p. 43).43). CasteCaste 
remainsremains ,m,m importantimportant factorfactor affectingaffecting anan indil'idua[\indil'idua[\ lifelife inin I'illagl'I'illagl' India.India. ItsIts influenceinfluence I){"nnt'atesI){"nnt'ates mostmost interactionsinteractions 
andand ant'dsant'ds p"ople'sp"ople's opportunitiesopportunities andand decisions,decisions, TheThe SugaoSugao \'illage\'illage populationpopulation bb dominat('ddominat('d byby thethe MarathaMaratha castecaste 
(70(70 pel'pel' crntcrnt inin thethe 19771977 population).population). TheThe castecaste mmposit;onmmposit;on ofof thethe \'illagl:'.\'illagl:'. fotfot [942.1958,[942.1958, amIamI [977,giwn[977,giwn inin TableTable 
I,I, listedlisted byby thethe locallylocally acceptt·dacceptt·d statusstatus hierachy,hierachy, showsshows thatthat itit hashas rt'main"drt'main"d faid>'faid>' constantconstant owrowr thethe :('ars.:('ars. TheThe fourfour 
majormajor castecaste groupsgroups inin thethe \\ illagt·illagt· an'an' thethe Marathas,Marathas, DhangarsDhangars (weavers),(weavers), nt'o~Buddhistnt'o~Buddhist (fonnerly(fonnerly MaharsMahars andand 
consldl'rl'dconsldl'rl'd untouchablt'),untouchablt'), andand aa mlxtUI"l'mlxtUI"l' ofof artisanartisan castescastes 

77 Th"Th" jointjoint oror extendedextended fami!fami!yy inin \\hich\\hich marriedmarried sonssons livelive withwith theirtheir wiw'swiw's anr!anr! childrenchildren inin thethe samesame houst>holdhoust>hold 
asas theirtheir parentsparents isis stillstill thethe prcvailingprcvailing familyfamily structurestructure inin Sugao,Sugao, asas illustratedillustrated inin TableTable 22 whichwhich show.sshow.s OWl'OWl' 5252 pt'Tpt'T 
cmtcmt ofof 19771977 SugaoSugao familiesfamilies toto h(,h(, jointjoint 

88 Unpublishl'dUnpublishl'd notes,notes, 19421942 andand 11':158,':158, M.M. fI.fI. Jagtap,Jagtap, Gokhalt'Gokhalt' Institutt'Institutt' ofof PoliticsPolitics andand Economics,Economics, Pnona,Pnona, IndiaIndia 
99 J)(·taihiJ)(·taihi casl'casl' studit'sstudit's ofof womenwomen inin SugaoSugao wert'wert' mmpil"dmmpil"d byby tht'tht' authorauthor duringduring residenceresidence inin SugaoSugao inin 1976­1976­

77,77, 19791979 ,11ll1,11ll1 19/119/1 1-82.1-82. TheThe authorauthor isis inin thethe processprocess ofof completingcompleting aa hookhook onon thethe impactimpact ofof dewlopmentdewlopment onon ruralrural 

womenwomen inin IndiaIndia 
1010 TheThe twotwo mainmain familit'sfamilit's ofof Sugao,Sugao, thethe Yada\sYada\s andand thethe Jadha\sJadha\s belongbelong toto thethe samesame del'akdel'ak groupgroup andand asas suchsuch 

marriagemarriage bet\wenbet\wen themthem isis notnot permittedpermitted 



  

 

  

1111 TheThe neo-Buddhistsneo-Buddhists ofSugaoofSugao areare thethe castecaste formerlyformerly knownknown asas MaharsMahars andand consider('dconsider('d untouchablf'.untouchablf'. AlthoughAlthough 
thethe MaharsMahars werewere notnot thethe onlyonly castecaste consideredconsidered untouchahkuntouchahk inin thethe communitycommunity theythey suf!t-redsuf!t-red thethe mostmost becausebecause theythey 

wt'rewt're obligedobliged toto workwork asas vill~gevill~ge servants.servants. InIn 19571957 thethe MaharMahar community,community, u~d('ru~d('r thethe leadershipleadership ofof Dr.Dr. Ambedka'rAmbedka'r 
revoltedrevolted againstagainst thethe HinduHindu religionreligion andand inin orderorder toto escapt'escapt' thethe cursecurse ofof untouchahilityuntouchahility adopt(·dadopt(·d Budhism.Budhism. 1'h('1'h(' 
villagevillage communitycommunity hashas notnot fullyfully acceptedaccepted thisthis distinction.distinction. TheThe MaharsMahars continuecontinue toto livelive segregatedsegregated inin thethe "illage"illage inin 
anan areaarea knowknow asas MaharMahar ,..ada,..ada andand arcarc easilyeasily distinguisheddistinguished fromfrom otherother BuddhistsBuddhists byby thethe termterm neo-Buddhistneo-Buddhist 

1212 ForFor thethe comparisoncomparison ofof ruralrural industriesindustries inin oneone smallsmall (Sugao)(Sugao) andand oneone largelarge villagevillage inin Maharashtra,Maharashtra, s('('s('(' 
Dandekar,Dandekar, HemalataHemalata andand SulabhaSulabha Bralun""Bralun"" 'Role'Role ofof RuraJRuraJ IndustriesIndustries inin RuralRural DevdQpment'DevdQpment' inin Misra,Misra, R.R. P.P. andand K.K. 
V.	V.	 Sundaram,Sundaram, RuralRural AreaArea Derelopment,Derelopment, NfWNfW Delhi,Delhi, SterlingSterling Publishers,Publishers, 1979,1979, Pl"Pl" 122~122~ 1414 33 

1313 SeeSee SmeruI',SmeruI', Estu,Estu, Women'sWomen's RoleRole inin EconomICEconomIC Derelopment,Derelopment, NewNew York,York, StSt Martin'sMartin's Press,Press, 1970,1970, pp.pp. 69-75,69-75, 
108-115108-115 

[4[4 SeeSee Savara,Savara, Meera,Meera, WorkingWorking C/o;;C/o;; lVomenlVomen lJelJe...... TheirTheir OunOun l.i"es,l.i"es, Bombay,Bombay, ResearchResearch Monograph,Monograph, InstituteInstitute ofof 
SocialSocial ResearchResearch andand Education.Education. pp.pp. [9-30[9-30 

1515 SeeSee Dandt'kar,Dandt'kar, H('malata,H('malata, RuralRural Del'elopment:Del'elopment: l.essonsl.essons /rom/rom aa \'il1age\'il1age 111111 DecmnDecmn ,11aharaclhtra,,11aharaclhtra, PhDPhD dis"ertation,dis"ertation, 
UniversityUniversity ofof California,California, LosLos Angeles,Angeles, 1978,1978, pp.pp. 255-257255-257 f{Jrf{Jr cast'cast' studi('sstudi('s 
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