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RepliesReplies 
(Ref.(Ref. E&AE&A 1/21/2 reviewreview byby EdwardEdward 
JohnsonJohnson ofof THETHE CASECASE OFOF THETHE ANIMALSANIMALS 
vs.vs. MANMAN BEFOREBEFORE THETHE KINGKING OFOF THETHE JINN)JINN) 

EdwardEdward JohnsonJohnson findsfinds oneone argumentargument inin 
Singer'sSinger's ANIMALANIMAL LIBERATIONLIBERATION wherewhere II 
foundfound two.two. JohnsonJohnson subordinatessubordinates thethe 
claimclaim thatthat animals'animals' unlearnedunlearned desiresdesires 
areare frustratefrustrate inin factoryfactory farming,farming, toto 
thethe themetheme ofof suffering,suffering, makingmaking hedonismhedonism 
thethe solesole basisbasis ofof Singer'sSinger's claims.claims. 
ThisThis seemsseems aa narrowingnarrowing ofof Singer'sSinger's 
focus,focus, asas isis suggestedsuggested byby thethe mentionmention 
ofof unlearnedunlearned desires:desires: ifif sufferingsuffering 
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isis involvedinvolved inin frustrationfrustration ofof aiiaii 
desires,desires, thethe factfact thatthat thethe desiresdesires inin 
questionquestion areare unlearnedunlearned isis irrelevant.irrelevant. 
TheThe mentionmention ofof thethe innatenessinnateness ofof 
desiresdesires seemsseems toto meme toto appealappeal toto anotheranother 
(albeit(albeit related)related) standardstandard ofof valuevalue 
beyondbeyond thethe pleasure/painpleasure/pain calculus,calculus, 
namelynamely naturalness.naturalness. Singer'sSinger's argument,argument, 
whichwhich isis highlyhighly rhetorical,rhetorical, appealsappeals 
explicitlyexplicitly andand connotativelyconnotatively toto thethe 
ideaidea ofof naturalnessnaturalness frequently;frequently; forfor 
example,example, whenwhen hehe contrastscontrasts thethe bucolicbucolic 
folkfolk imageimage ofof thethe farmfarm withwith itsits 
mechanized,mechanized, artificialartificial reality,reality, con­con­
traststrasts thethe IIrelatively naturalnatural condi­condi­
tionstions ofof thethe traditionaltraditional farmsfarms llll withwith 

II rel atively 

thethe IIstress ofof modernmodern intensiveintensive farming II"stress farming,1I
II ' thethe IIsmallsmall independentindependent farmersfarmers llll withwith 

plants"thethe IIfactoryIIfactory likelike plants ll ofof IIAgri­IIAgri­
business,business, IIII etc.etc. 

WhenWhen SingerSinger writeswrites thatthat lI everyevery naturalnatural 
instinctinstinct thethe birdsbirds havehave isis frustrated,"frustrated," 
II findfind itit ratherrather hardhard toto confineconfine thethe 
impactimpact ofof hishis wordswords toto thethe claimclaim thatthat 
thethe birdsbirds areare frustratedfrustrated soleiysoleiy inin waysways 
thatthat causecause suffering.suffering. ToTo meme therethere 
seemsseems toto bebe anan implicationimplication asas wellwell 
thatthat wrongwrong hashas beenbeen donedone becausebecause naturenature 
isis notnot allowedallowed toto runrun inin itsits ownown course.course. 

lI 

Similarly,Similarly, whenwhen vealveal calvescalves areare calledcalled 
lIunhealthy andand unhappy"-the meaningmeaning 
isis notnot simplysimply thatthat thethe calvescalves areare inin painpain 
butbut theythey dodo notnot frolicfrolic andand flourishflourish 
robustlyrobustly asas calvescalves inin "relatively"relatively 
natural"natural" settingssettings mightmight do.do. AgainAgain 
naturenature isis frustrate-overfrustrate-over andand aboveabove 
thethe questionsquestions ofof painpain andand earlyearly death.death. 
II findfind thisthis perennialperennial lineline ofof argumentargument 
interestinginteresting andand notnot obViously 

lIunhealthy unhappY"-the 

obviously fallaciousfallacious 
inin anyany formalformal wayway butbut certainlycertainly subjectsubject 
toto aa definitedefinite sortsort ofof abuseabuse ifif oneone 
attemptsattempts toto formalizeformalize itit byby formulatingformulating 
categoricallycategorically thethe premisespremises fromfrom whichwhich 
suchsuch aa conclusionconclusion mightmight bebe drawn.drawn. ItsIts 
tendency,tendency, asas II wrote,wrote, isis romantic.romantic. 

Mr.Mr. JohnsonJohnson hashas apparentlyapparently studiedstudied somesome oror 
allall ofof THETHE CASECASE OFOF THETHE ANIMALSANIMALS vs.vs. MANMAN 
BEFOREBEFORE THETHE KINGKING OFOF THETHE JINNJINN andand locatedlocated 
oneone ofof thethe centralcentral ideasideas II elicitedelicited 
fromfrom mymy experienceexperience withwith translatingtranslating 
thatthat thousand-yearthousand-year oldold ArabicArabic text,text, 
thethe ideaidea thatthat "every"every animalanimal speciesspecies 
andand inin aa wayway everyevery animalanimal individualindividual isis 
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anan endend inin itselfitself (despite(despite thethe factfact 
thatthat nonenone isis aa moralmoral subjectsubject oror inin aa 
humanhuman sensesense aa consciousconscious subject)subject) throughthrough 
existentialexistential claimsclaims toto virtualvirtual subject­subject­
hood.hood. ByBy virtualvirtual subjecthoodsubjecthood II referrefer 
toto thethe possibilitypossibility ofof humanhuman subjects'subjects' 
projectingprojecting themselvesthemselves intointo anyany crea­crea­
ture'sture's position."position." (p.(p. 16)16) II regretregret 
thatthat JohnsonJohnson placedplaced anan ellipsisellipsis wherewhere 
II mentionmention existentialexistential claims,claims, suggestingsuggesting 
thatthat mymy foundationfoundation forfor animalanimal desertsdeserts 
isis subjectivesubjective ratherrather thanthan ontologicalontological 
andand recognizablerecognizable byby (age(age oldold butbut herehere 
newlynewly analyzed)analyzed) projectiveprojective (and(and 
rhetorical)rhetorical) devices.devices. II havehave beenbeen 
pursuingpursuing thethe ideaidea ofof virtualvirtual subject­subject­
hoodhood asas aa foundationfoundation forfor thethe recogni­recogni­
tiontion ofof whatwhat II callcall aa generalgeneral theorytheory 
ofof desertsdeserts (one(one whichwhich appliesapplies toto allall 
beings)beings) inin severalseveral ofof mymy recentrecent phil ­phil ­
osophicalosophical studies.studies. WhetherWhether otherother 
philosophersphilosophers shallshall findfind suchsuch avenuesavenues 
worthworth exploringexploring inin oldold oror newnew recensionsrecensions 
is,is, II think,think, aa mattermatter bestbest leftleft upup toto 
them.them. 

L.L. E.E. GoodmanGoodman 
UniversityUniversity ofof HawaiiHawaii 
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(Ref.(Ref. E&AE&A 1/11/1 reviewreview byby Robert
Robert
 
GreenwoodGreenwood ofof PHILOSOPHYPHILOSOPHY OFOF RELIGION)
RELIGION)
 

RobertRobert GreenwoodGreenwood isis entirelyentirely correct
correct
 
inin pointingpointing outout thatthat thethe briefbrief dis­
dis­

cussioncussion ofof thethe problemproblem ofof evilevil inin my
my
 
PHILOSOPHYPHILOSOPHY OFOF RELIGIONRELIGION doesdoes notnot cover
cover
 
thethe issueissue ofof animalanimal pain.pain. Further,
Further,
 
II agreeagree withwith himhim thatthat anyany thorough
thorough
 
treatmenttreatment ofof thethe subjectsubject mustmust take
take
 
accountaccount ofof thethe sufferingssufferings ofof other
other
 
formsforms ofof lifelife thanthan ourour own.own. II have,
have,
 
however,however, writtenwritten aboutabout thisthis atat some
some
 
lengthlength inin ChapterChapter 1414 ofof mymy EVILEVIL AND
AND
 
THETHE GODGOD OFOF LOVELOVE (2nd(2nd edition,edition, Harper
Harper
 
andand Row,Row, 1978),1978), andand wouldwould referrefer the
the
 
interestedinterested readerreader toto this.
this.
 

JohnJohn HickHick 
ClaremontClaremont GraduateGraduate 
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(Ref.(Ref. E&AE&A 1/3&41/3&4 reviewreview byby PeterPeter SingerSinger 
ofof COMPASSIONCOMPASSION ISIS THETHE BUGLER-BUGLER- TheThe 
StruggleStruggle forfor AnimalAnimal Rights)Rights) 

AsAs PeterPeter SingerSinger statesstates inin hishis reviewreview ofof 
mymy book,book, COMPASSIONCOMPASSION ISIS THETHE BUGLER,BUGLER, 
amam anan AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare administratoradministrator 
andand notnot aa philosophersphilosophers andand II endeavouredendeavoured 
toto writewrite aa straightforwardstraightforward accountaccount ofof 
twotwo nationalnational campaignscampaigns inin BritainBritain 
whichwhich havehave beenbeen responsibleresponsible forfor changingchanging 
thethe wholewhole faceface ofof thethe AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare 
MovementMovement inin thisthis country.country. 

WhetherWhether thatthat changechange willwill bebe forfor thethe 
goodgood remainsremains toto bebe seen.seen. SingerSinger 
statesstates thatthat AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare YearYear andand 
thethe campaigncampaign toto "Put"Put AnimalsAnimals IntoInto 
Politics"Politics" havehave notnot yetyet yieldedyielded anyany 
changechange inin thethe lawslaws relatingrelating toto thethe 
treatmenttreatment ofof animalsanimals inin Britain.Britain. InIn 
thisthis hehe isis correct,correct, butbut therethere cancan bebe 
nono doubtdoubt thatthat changeschanges inin thethe lawlaw 
willwill bebe mademade duringduring thethe lifetimelifetime ofof 
thisthis Parliament,Parliament, certainlycertainly inin thethe 
areasareas ofof animalanimal experi~ntation,experi~ntation, 

thethe welfarewelfare ofof farmfarm animalsanimals andand thethe 
protectionprotection ofof wildlife.wildlife. 

ThisThis isis thethe dilemmadilemma nownow facingfacing usus 
andand thethe rootroot causecause forfor thethe presentpresent 
disunitydisunity inin thethe AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare 
Kovement.Kovement. ForFor thethe pastpast hundredhundred 
andand fiftyfifty yearsyears thethe MovementMovement hashas 
beenbeen saying--"Abolishsaying--"Abolish VivisectionVivisection 
andand moremore recently,recently, stopstop factoryfactory farmingfarming 
andand banban bloodblood sports".sports". ItIt isis 
comparativelycomparatively easyeasy toto campaigncampaign andand gaingain 
publicpublic supportsupport whenwhen youyou areare sayingsaying 
"stop"stop itit itit isis wrong".wrong". WeWe nownow havehave 
toto faceface thethe consequencesconsequences ofof ourour ownown 
successsuccess since,since, withwith legislationlegislation 
pendingpending inin manymany areasareas whichwhich willwill notnot 
abolishabolish VivisectionVivisection oror stopstop factoryfactory 
farmingfarming oror banban bloodblood sports,sports, thethe 
AnimalAnimal WelfareWelfare SocietiesSocieties havehave toto decide,decide, 
dodo theythey intendintend toto undertakeundertake thethe moremore 
difficultdifficult tasktask ofof tryingtrying toto achieveachieve 
reformreform withinwithin thethe limitslimits ofof howhow farfar 
thethe GovernmentGovernment isis preparedprepared toto gogo or,or, 
dodo theythey turnturn theirtheir backback onon suchsuch 
effortsefforts andand continuecontinue toto seekseek thethe 
millennium.millennium. 

HistoryHistory willwill recordrecord whichwhich ofof usus areare 
followingfollowing thethe rightright pathpath forfor thethe 
animal.s.animal.s. wewe allall __SI.erveSI.erve•.•. __ 

CliveClive HollandsHollands 
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Ref.Ref. E&AE&A 11/111/1 reviewreview byby RobertRobert 
GreenwoodGreenwood ofof "Animal"Animal Pain",Pain", ChapterChapter 
44 ofof PROVIDENCEPROVIDENCE ANDAND EVIL)EVIL) 

TheThe 'contradiction''contradiction' thatthat GreenwoodGreenwood 
findsfinds inin mymy bookbook PROVIDENCEPROVIDENCE ANDAND EVILEVIL 
isis aa problemproblem inseparableinseparable fromfrom thethe tra­tra­
ditionalditional beliefbelief thatthat thethe SonSon ofof GodGod 
isis GodGod andand man,man, andand thatthat whatwhat isis predi­predi­
cablecable ofof ChristChrist asas manman differsdiffers fromfrom 
whatwhat isis predicablepredicable ofof himhim asas God:God: 
e.g.,e.g., asas manman hehe sufferedsuffered painpain andand died,died, 
asas GodGod hehe neitherneither sufferedsuffered painpain nornor 
died.died. WhetherWhether thisthis isis aa realreal contra­contra­
dictiondiction obviouslyobviously cannotcannot bebe discusseddiscussed 
here;here; nono specialspecial pointpoint arises,arises, anyhow,anyhow, 
aboutabout thethe specialspecial painpain ofof thethe compassioncompassion 
ChristChrist maymay havehave feltfelt asas aa manman forfor thethe 
sufferingsuffering ofof animals.animals. further­ItIt isis further­
moremore partpart ofof thethe samesame traditionaltraditional theology,theology, 
whichwhich II defend,defend, toto holdhold thatthat thethe DivineDivine 
NatureNature asas suchsuch excludesexcludes anyany sortsort ofof 
suffering,suffering, andand thusthus thatthat GodGod thethe 
Father,Father, whowho waswas nevernever incarnate,incarnate, 
nevernever wouldwould suffersuffer painspains ofof sympathysympathy 
oror anyany otherother pains.pains. AsAs forfor whetherwhether 
thethe livingliving worldworld isis designeddesigned toto avoidavoid 
oror eveneven minimizeminimize thethe sufferingssufferings ofof thethe 
lowerlower animals,animals, II mustmust submitsubmit thatthat allall 
thethe appearancesappearances areare againstagainst thisthis 
supposition:supposition: maintenancemaintenance ofof itit lookslooks 
likelike wishfulwishful thinking.thinking. 

II amam surprisedsurprised thatthat aa reviewreview inin ETHICSETHICS 
ANDAND ANIMALSANIMALS shouldshould actuallyactually notnot citecite 
whatwhat II saysay aboutabout howhow hmnanhmnan beings,beings, 
ratherrather thanthan theirtheir Maker,Maker, oughtought toto 
treattreat animalsanimals (pp.(pp. 103-106103-106 ofof mymy 
book)book) .. 

P.P. T.T. GeachGeach 
UniversityUniversity ofof LeedsLeeds 

(Ref.(Ref. E&AE&A 1/1,1/1, reviewreview byby BartBart 
GruzalskiGruzalski ofof "The"The MoralMoral BasisBasis ofof 
Vegetarianism")Vegetarianism") 

II havehave twotwo commentscomments onon BartBart Gruzalski'sGruzalski's 
reviewreview ofof mymy critiquecritique ofof vegetarianism.vegetarianism. 

(1)(1) GruzalskiGruzalski arguesargues thatthat II misapplymisapply 
utilitarianism,utilitarianism, inin thatthat II failfail toto taketake 
intointo accountaccount animalanimal emotion.emotion. Obviously,Obviously, 
animalsanimals areare capablecapable ofof experiencingexperiencing 
somesome emotions,emotions, suchsuch asas fear.fear. ThatThat 
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theythey areare unableunable toto feelfeel others,others, suchsuch asas 
sorrowsorrow atat thethe passingpassing ofof aa socialsocial world,world, 
isis equallyequally plain.plain. TheThe preciseprecise issueissue 
isis thethe weightweight toto bebe givengiven thethe impover­impover­
ishedished conceptualconceptual structurestructure ofof animalanimal 
experience,experience, andand thethe richrich conceptualconceptual 
structurestructure ofof humanhuman experience,experience, inin 
attemptingattempting toto determinedetermine whetherwhether vege­vege­
tarianismtarianism isis mandatedmandated fromfrom aa utilitarianutilitarian 
pointpoint ofof viewview••••TheThe pleasurespleasures ofof tastetaste 
areare notnot thethe onlyonly humanhuman enjoymentenjoyment involvedinvolved 
inin meat-eating.meat-eating. nornor anan unsatisfiedunsatisfied 
cravingcraving forfor suchsuch pleasurespleasures thethe onlyonly 
painpain involvedinvolved inin itsits renunciation.renunciation. 

UtilitarianismUtilitarianism isis herehere showingshowing anan 
importantimportant ambiguity,ambiguity, arisingarising fromfrom itsits 
assimilationassimilation ofof allall painspains andand pleasurespleasures 
toto thethe simplesimple paradigmsparadigms ofof headacheheadache 
andand orgasm.orgasm. ToTo maintainmaintain hishis credibility,credibility, 
aa utilitarianutilitarian mustmust bebe preparedprepared toto taketake 
everyevery varietyvariety ofof sorrowsorrow andand delightdelight 
intointo account,account, whilewhile toto workwork hishis 
calculuscalculus hehe mustmust treattreat allall formsforms 
ofof experienceexperience asas homogeneous,homogeneous, andand 
reducereduce theirtheir attractiveattractive andand unattrac­unattrac­
tivetive featuresfeatures toto thethe simplesimple categoriescategories 
ofof intensity,intensity, purity,purity, andand duration.duration. 
TheThe resultresult ofof thisthis argumentargument turnsturns outout 
toto bebe thethe rejectionrejection ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism 
asas aa moralmoral systemsystem ratherrather thanthan supportsupport 
forfor oneone oror anotheranother ofof itsits applications,applications, 
butbut inin playingplaying utilitarianutilitarian II amam asas 
entitledentitled toto exploitexploit thethe complexitiescomplexities 
ofof sufferingsuffering andand enjoymentenjoyment asas livedlived 
experiencesexperiences asas GruzalskiGruzalski isis toto insistinsist 
onon thethe homogenoushomogenous portrayalportrayal ofof thesethese 
experiencesexperiences necessarynecessary toto thethe workingworking 
ofof aa BenthamiteBenthamite calculus.calculus. 

(2)(2) GruzalskiGruzalski complainscomplains thatthat II overlookoverlook 
thethe differencedifference betweenbetween usingusing humanhuman 
languagelanguage andand beingbeing aa humanhuman speciesist.speciesist. 
MyMy argumentargument waswas thatthat wordswords suchsuch asas pain,pain, 
fear,fear, andand griefgrief havehave asas theirtheir primaryprimary 
referentsreferents humanhuman experiences,experiences, andand thatthat 
theirtheir referencereference toto nonhumannonhuman experiencesexperiences 
takestakes placeplace bywaybyway ofof analogy.analogy. SomeSome 
nonhumansnonhumans areare enoughenough likelike humanhuman beingsbeings 
toto permitpermit thethe employmentemployment ofof suchsuch wordswords 
toto theirtheir experiences,experiences, andand chimpanzeeschimpanzees 
maymay bebe enoughenough likelike humanhuman beingsbeings toto 
requirerequire thethe applicationapplication toto themthem ofof 
somesome ofof thethe moralmoral principlesprinciples wewe applyapply 
toto humanhuman beings.beings. ButBut therethere isis nono 



on, and to wax and wane with, the 
animal in question's resemblance to 

The word " i· ttl a human being. spec es~S
 
is question-begging in this context.
 

Philip E. Devine 
Harvard Law School and 

University of Scranton 
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reason for suspicion when the applica­
tion of a word in our psychological and 
normative vocabulary turns out to depend 
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reason for SUsp1c1on when the applica­
tion of a word in our psychological and 
normative vocabulary turns out to depend 
on, and to wax and wane with, the 
animal in question's resemblance to 
a human being. The word "speciesist" 
is question-begging in this context. 

Philip E. Devine 
Harvard Law School and 

University of Scranton 




