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InInIn thethethe traditiontraditiontradition ofofof AmericanAmericanAmerican naturalism,naturalism,naturalism, thethethe moremoremore recentrecentrecent poemspoemspoems 
ofofof RuthRuthRuth Stone'sStone'sStone's Second-HandSecond-HandSecond-Hand Coat:Coat:Coat: PoemsPoemsPoems NewNewNew andandand SelectedSelected (1987)(1987)(1987) 

areareare alwaysalwaysalways sociologicallysociologicallysociologically acuteacuteacute andandand oftenoftenoften thinthinthin ononon hope.hope.hope. Stone'sStone'sStone's 
darklydarklydarkly feministfeministfeminist workworkwork employsemploysemploys humorhumorhumor tototo renderrenderrender thethethe livesliveslives ofofof peoplepeoplepeople 
pushedpushedpushed tototo thethethe marginsmarginsmargins ofofof societysocietysociety bybyby economicseconomicseconomics andandand gendergendergender bias.bias.bias. 
EncounteringEncounteringEncountering oneoneone ofofof thethethe relativesrelativesrelatives ororor friendsfriendsfriends whowhowho populatepopulatepopulate thethethe 
pagespagespages ofofof herherher poetrypoetrypoetry cancancan bebebe likelikelike encounteringencounteringencountering oneoneone ofofof thethethe squalid,squalid,squalid, 
unshelteredunshelteredunsheltered humanhumanhuman beingsbeingsbeings whowhowho populatepopulatepopulate thethethe streetsstreetsstreets ofofof ourourour townstownstowns 
andandand cities.cities.cities. Admittedly,Admittedly,Admittedly, oneoneone ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's protagonistsprotagonistsprotagonists isisis frequentlyfrequentlyfrequently 
funnyfunnyfunny whilewhilewhile thethethe homelesshomelesshomeless personpersonperson rarelyrarelyrarely is.is.is. AndAndAnd wewewe appreciateappreciateappreciate thethethe 
wisdomwisdomwisdom ofofof herherher loopyloopyloopy creationcreationcreation whilewhilewhile wewewe avertavertavert ourourour eyeseyeseyes fromfromfrom thethethe 
derangedderangedderanged starestarestare ofofof thethethe insanitaryinsanitaryinsanitary manmanman ororor woman.woman.woman. ButButBut theretherethere isisis moremoremore 
tototo thethethe parallel.parallel.parallel. 

OnOnOn firstfirstfirst readingreadingreading Second-HandSecond-HandSecond-Hand Coat,Coat,Coat, oneoneone cancancan mistakemistakemistake Stone'sStone'sStone's char­char­char­
actersactersacters forforfor simplysimplysimply beingbeingbeing cartoon-daftcartoon-daftcartoon-daft ininin thethethe AmericanAmericanAmerican tradition.tradition.tradition. It'sIt'sIt's 
truetruetrue thatthatthat theytheythey areareare usuallyusuallyusually unequippedunequippedunequipped tototo livelivelive adequatelyadequatelyadequately ininin thethethe realrealreal 
world.world.world. TwoTwoTwo ororor threethreethree bubblesbubblesbubbles offoffoff plumb,plumb,plumb, theytheythey unwittingly-andunwittingly-andunwittingly-and 

Seleeted 

thusthusthus comically-demonstratecomically-demonstrate wisdomwisdomwisdom fromfromfrom timetimetime tototo time.time.time. AndAndAnd whilewhilewhile 
theytheythey are,are,are, finally,finally,finally, withoutwithoutwithout thethethe kindkindkind ofofof psychologicalpsychologicalpsychological strengthstrengthstrength thatthatthat 
affordsaffordsaffords bothbothboth poisepoisepoise andandand flexibility,flexibility,flexibility, manymanymany managemanagemanage tototo formformform aaa worldviewworldviewworldview 
thatthatthat enablesenablesenables themthemthem tototo getgetget by.by.by. ItItIt wouldwouldwould thusthusthus bebebe aaa mistakemistakemistake tototo seeseesee allallall 
ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's characterscharacterscharacters asasas cartooncartooncartoon innocentsinnocentsinnocents merelymerelymerely happeninghappeninghappening uponuponupon 
smartssmartssmarts duringduringduring theirtheirtheir helplesshelplesshelpless travails.travails.travails. LikeLikeLike manymanymany ofofof thethethe homeless,homeless,homeless, 

comically--demonstrate 

112 112 112 



(<The(<The Wife)sWife)s WentWentWent Bazook»Bazook»Bazook» II3II3II3(7he WifC)s 

theytheythey havehavehave beenbeenbeen drivendrivendriven tototo thethethe marginsmarginsmargins ofofof humanhumanhuman existenceexistenceexistence bybyby ananan 
inabilityinabilityinability tototo sustainsustainsustain normalcynormalcynormalcy ininin ananan adversariallocale.adversariallocale.adversariallocale. MostMostMost survive;survive;survive; 
somesomesome don't;don't;don't; allallall suffer.suffer.suffer. 

AndAndAnd yetyetyet Stone'sStone'sStone's characterscharacterscharacters areareare notnotnot trulytrulytruly homeless;homeless;homeless; ratherratherrather theytheythey 
areareare usuallyusuallyusually womenwomenwomen devisingdevisingdevising methodsmethodsmethods forforfor maintainingmaintainingmaintaining ananan eccentriceccentriceccentric 
balancebalancebalance withinwithinwithin bothbothboth aaa worldworldworld ofofof quotidianquotidianquotidian domesticdomesticdomestic choreschoreschores andandand aaa 
patriarchypatriarchypatriarchy devaluingdevaluingdevaluing themthemthem asasas people.people.people. SomeSomeSome ofofofStone'sStone'sStone's mostmostmost memora­memora­memora­
blebleble characterscharacterscharacters areareare womenwomenwomen whowhowho havehavehave triedtriedtried tototo developdevelopdevelop aaa proactiveproactiveproactive 
tooltooltool forforfor surviving,surviving,surviving, especiallyespeciallyespecially bybyby creatingcreatingcreating theirtheirtheir ownownown oddballoddballoddball universeuniverseuniverse 
ofofof perceptionsperceptionsperceptions andandand rulesrulesrules thatthatthat countercountercounter thethethe dominantdominantdominant butbutbut equallyequallyequally 
bizarrebizarrebizarre networknetworknetwork ofofof forcesforcesforces thatthatthat constituteconstituteconstitute early-early-early- andandand mid-twentieth­mid-twentieth­mid-twentieth­
centurycenturycentury AmericanAmericanAmerican civilization.civilization.civilization. I'mI'mI'm interestedinterestedinterested primarilyprimarilyprimarily ininin Stone'sStone'sStone's 
comiccomiccomic portraitureportraitureportraiture ofofof relativesrelativesrelatives andandand friends-Auntfriends-Auntfriends-Aunt Maud,Maud,Maud, Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Du­Du­Du­
bosky,bosky,bosky, thethethe Masons,Masons,Masons, Ida,Ida,Ida, AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny-inGranny-inGranny-in whichwhichwhich shesheshe hashashas forgedforgedforged 
herherher ownownown kindkindkind ofofofcomediccomediccomedic feminism,feminism,feminism, employingemployingemploying thethethe colloquial,colloquial,colloquial, some­some­some­
timestimestimes ruralruralrural dialectsdialectsdialects ofofof lower-lower-lower- andandand middle-classmiddle-classmiddle-class whitewhitewhite AmericaAmericaAmerica tototo 
helphelphelp depictdepictdepict methodsmethodsmethods forforfor coping.coping.coping. 

WhileWhileWhile wewewe firstfirstfirst laughlaughlaugh atatat thesethesethese womenwomenwomen becausebecausebecause wewewe recognizerecognizerecognize theirtheirtheir 
language,language,language, obsessions,obsessions,obsessions, andandand eveneveneven smallsmallsmall successes,successes,successes, eacheacheach poem'spoem'spoem's comiccomiccomic 
calculationscalculationscalculations areareare complexcomplexcomplex becausebecausebecause eacheacheach alsoalsoalso carriescarriescarries aaa kindkindkind ofofofcomcompas­pas­
sionsionsion forforfor thethethe women-andwomen-andwomen-and eveneveneven forforfor aaa culturecultureculture thatthatthat hashashas renderedrenderedrendered suchsuchsuch 
self-defeatingself-defeatingself-defeating dynamics.dynamics.dynamics. WhileWhileWhile theoriststheoriststheorists areareare ininin endlessendlessendless conflictconflictconflict aboutaboutabout 
whatwhatwhat triggerstriggerstriggers humanhumanhuman laughter,laughter,laughter, wewewe probablyprobablyprobably laughlaughlaugh ononon readingreadingreading 
Stone'sStone'sStone's portraitureportraitureportraiture becausebecausebecause eacheacheach poempoempoem bearsbearsbears closelycloselyclosely uponuponupon somesomesome 

compas­

fearfulfearful fragmentfragmentfragment ofofof ourourour ownownown experience.experience.experience. InInIn fact,fact,fact, wewewe recognizerecognizerecognize thethethe 
veryveryvery worldworldworld thatthatthat conspiresconspiresconspires againstagainstagainst womenwomenwomen likelikelike AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud andandand 
AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny.Granny.Granny. WeWeWe comecomecome tototo understandunderstandunderstand thatthatthat there'sthere'sthere's aaa directdirectdirect 
relationshiprelationshiprelationship betweenbetweenbetween theirtheirtheir behaviorbehaviorbehavior andandand thethethe world,world,world, whichwhichwhich hashashas itselfitselfitself 
gonegonegone berserk-atberserk-atberserk-at leastleastleast ininin Stone'sStone'sStone's eyes.eyes.eyes. We'reWe'reWe're surprisedsurprisedsurprised thatthatthat thesethesethese 
unstableunstableunstable characterscharacterscharacters havehavehave thethethe capacitycapacitycapacity forforfor knowingknowingknowing truth,truth,truth, ororor eveneveneven forforfor 
makingmakingmaking aaa reasonablyreasonablyreasonably clearclearclear utterance,utterance,utterance, forforfor thatthatthat matter.matter.matter. WeWeWe recognizerecognizerecognize aaa 
cartoonedcartoonedcartooned formformform ofofof ourselvesourselvesourselves ininin thatthatthat world,world,world, cartoonscartoonscartoons whowhowho reallyreallyreally 
couldcouldcould exist-andexist-andexist-and do.do.do. SomeSomeSome ofofof herherher characterscharacterscharacters happenhappenhappen uponuponupon transienttransienttransient 

tearful 

momentsmomentsmoments ofofof enlightelill1ent,enlightelill1ent, somesomesome tragicallytragicallytragically regressregressregress fromfromfrom aaa hard­hard­hard­
earnedearnedearned entropyentropyentropy tototo ananan increasinglyincreasinglyincreasingly dazeddazeddazed neurasthenia,neurasthenia,neurasthenia, whilewhilewhile stillstillstill 
othersothersothers createcreatecreate theirtheirtheir ownownown vengefulvengefulvengeful personalitiespersonalitiespersonalities thatthatthat leaveleaveleave themthemthem domi­domi­domi­
nantnantnant butbutbut oftenoftenoften sadlysadlysadly alonealonealone ininin thethethe micro-universemicro-universemicro-universe ofofof theirtheirtheir domiciles.domiciles.domiciles. 

enlightelilllent, 
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AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud isisis perhapsperhapsperhaps Stone'sStone'sStone's benchmarkbenchmarkbenchmark charactercharactercharacter becausebecausebecause shesheshe 
maintainsmaintainsmaintains aaa kindkindkind ofofof zero-sumzero-sumzero-sum gamegamegame withwithwith thethethe relentlessrelentlessrelentless demandsdemandsdemands ofofof 
housework,housework,housework, clothing,clothing,clothing, andandand herherher husband,husband,husband, who,who,who, wewewe cancancan surmise,surmise,surmise, shesheshe 
perceivesperceivesperceives asasas almostalmostalmost alien.alien.alien. BecauseBecauseBecause "How"How"How AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud TookTookTook tototo BeingBeingBeing 
aaa Woman"Woman"Woman" isisis aaa brief,brief,brief, tightlytightlytightly controlledcontrolledcontrolled piecepiecepiece withwithwith aaa punchpunchpunch line,line,line, III 
quotequotequote ititit ininin itsitsits entirety:entirety:entirety: 

AAA longlonglong hillhillhill slopedslopedsloped downdowndown tototo AuntAuntAunt Maud'sMaud'sMaud's brickbrickbrick hOllse.
hOllse.hOllse.
YouYouYou couldcouldcould climbclimbclimb ananan openopenopen stairwaystairwaystairway upupup thethethe back
backback
tototo aaa plankplankplank landinglandinglanding wherewherewhere shesheshe keptkeptkept herherher crockscrockscrocks ofofof wine.
wine.wine.
III gotgotgot sicksicksick ononon stolenstolenstolen angelfoodangelfoodangelfood cakecakecake andandand greengreengreen wine
winewine
andandand sleptsleptslept ininin herherher featherfeatherfeather bedbedbed forforfor aaa week.
week.week.
NobodyNobodyNobody saidsaidsaid aaa word.word.word. AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud justjustjust shifted
shiftedshifted
thethethe bottles.bottles.bottles. Aunt'sAunt'sAunt's closetsclosetsclosets werewerewere allallall cedarcedarcedar lined.
lined.lined.
SheSheShe usedusedused thethethe samesamesame patternpatternpattern forforfor herherher househousehouse dresses­
dresses­dresses­
thirtythirtythirty years.years.years. PlainPlainPlain ugly,ugly,ugly, closetsclosetsclosets fullfullfull ofofof them,
them,them,
youyouyou couldcouldcould generallygenerallygenerally findfindfind aaa newnewnew oneoneone cutcutcut andandand laid
laidlaid
outoutout ononon herherher sewingsewingsewing machine.machine.machine. SheSheShe preserved,
preserved,preserved,
shesheshe canned.canned.canned. HerHerHer jarsjarsjars climbedclimbedclimbed thethethe basementbasementbasement walls.
walls.walls.
SheSheShe waswaswas aaa vengefulvengefulvengeful housekeeper.housekeeper.housekeeper. SheSheShe keptkeptkept thethethe blinds
blindsblinds
pulledpulledpulled downdowndown ininin thethethe parlor.parlor.parlor. NobodyNobodyNobody reallyreallyreally walked
walkedwalked
ononon herherher hardwoodhardwoodhardwood floors.floors.floors. YouYouYou livedlivedlived ininin thethethe kitchen.
kitchen.kitchen.
UncleUncleUncle CalCalCal spentspentspent aaa lotlotlot ofofof timetimetime ononon thethethe backbackback porch
porchporch
waitingwaitingwaiting tototo bebebe letletlet in.
in.in.

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 32)32)32) 

AtAtAt first,first,first, wewewe understandunderstandunderstand thethethe jokejokejoke isisis ononon poorpoorpoor UncleUncleUncle Cal,Cal,Cal, aaa husbandhusbandhusband 
whowhowho isisis ininin ananan orbitorbitorbit sososo distantdistantdistant fromfromfrom Maud'sMaud'sMaud's privateprivateprivate planetplanetplanet asasas tototo bebebe 
exiled.exiled.exiled. MaudMaudMaud cancancan bebebe nurturing;nurturing;nurturing; asasas aaa girl,girl,girl, thethethe narratornarratornarrator isisis gratefulgratefulgrateful forforfor 
herherher aunt'saunt'saunt's acceptanceacceptanceacceptance ofofof herherher ownownown youthfulyouthfulyouthful misfortune.misfortune.misfortune. \"1\"1\"1eee secsecsec 
Maud'sMaud'sMaud's idiosyncraciesidiosyncraciesidiosyncracies asasas comicallycomicallycomically endearing,endearing,endearing, butbutbut afterafterafter thethethe firstfirstfirst 

realiz~appreciativeappreciativeappreciative glossglossgloss wewewe taketaketake fromfromfrom thisthisthis poem,poem,poem, wewewe maymaymay beginbeginbegin tototo realiz~
thatthatthat MaudMaudMaud isisis alsoalsoalso exiled,exiled,exiled, andandand notnotnot simplysimplysimply fromfromfrom intimacy.intimacy.intimacy. InInIn herherher 
compulsivenesscompulsivenesscompulsiveness shesheshe maymaymay havehavehave UncleUncleUncle Cal'sCal'sCal's number,number,number, butbutbut somethingsomethingsomething 

realize 

organizerorganiz~relseelseelse isisis missing.missing.missing. AnAnAn inveterateinveterateinveterate organiz~r andandand housekeeperhousekeeperhousekeeper asasas wellwellwell asasas 
aaa dullydullydully practicalpracticalpractical andandand redundantredundantredundant seamstress,seamstress,seamstress, MaudMaudMaud isisis effectivelyeffectivelyeffectively cutcutcut 
offoffoff fromfromfrom aaa balancedbalancedbalanced rangerangerange ofofof humanhumanhuman pleasures.pleasures.pleasures. There'sThere'sThere's nonono sensesensesense ofofof 

life,lif~,beautybeautybeauty ininin herherher lif~, onlyonlyonly aaa ragingragingraging contestcontestcontest forforfor order.order.order. 
MaudMaudMaud doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't knowknowknow howhowhow tototo relaxrelaxrelax becausebecausebecause shesheshe isisis fightingfightingfighting thethethe 

inanityinanityinanity ofofof herherher gendergendergender rolerolerole asasas delineateddelineateddelineated forforfor mostmostmost An1ericanAn1ericanAn1erican womenwomenwomen 
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previouspreviousprevious tototo thethethe women'swomen'swomen's revolution.revolution.revolution. HerHerHer eccentriceccentriceccentric obsessionobsessionobsession withwithwith 
preparation,preparation,preparation, conservation,conservation,conservation, andandand preservationpreservationpreservation areareare indicativeindicativeindicative ofofof some­some­some­
oneoneone whowhowho wouldwouldwould relaxrelaxrelax onlyonlyonly atatat riskriskrisk ofofof losinglosinglosing outoutout tototo thethethe forcesforcesforces ofofof 
entropy.entropy.entropy. OfOfOf course,course,course, mostmostmost adultsadultsadults experienceexperienceexperience similarsimilarsimilar pressurespressurespressures atatat 
differentdifferentdifferent times,times,times, butbutbut mostmostmost menmenmen couldcouldcould alwaysalwaysalways leaveleaveleave thethethe house,house,house, enterenterenter 
thethethe culture,culture,culture, "do""do""do" something,something,something, andandand returnreturnreturn tototo thethethe househousehouse withoutwithoutwithout know­know­know­
inginging thethethe tyrannytyrannytyranny ofofof demandsdemandsdemands ononon thethethe housekeeper.housekeeper.housekeeper. Meanwhile,Meanwhile,Meanwhile, thethethe 
relentlessrelentlessrelentless forcesforcesforces ofofofdirtdirtdirt andandand disorderdisorderdisorder cancancan wearwearwear downdowndown thethethe housekeep­housekeep­housekeep­
er'ser'ser's psyche.psyche.psyche. WhatWhatWhat elseelseelse beginsbeginsbegins tototo emergeemergeemerge butbutbut thethethe threatthreatthreat ofofof death?death?death? 
DeathDeathDeath fromfromfrom failurefailurefailure asasas thethethe managermanagermanager ofofof thethethe home;home;home; deathdeathdeath fromfromfrom thethethe 
impossibleimpossibleimpossible battlesbattlesbattles againstagainstagainst time,time,time, thethethe enemyenemyenemy ofofof allallall homes;homes;homes; deathdeathdeath fromfromfrom 
strangulationstrangulationstrangulation thatthatthat comescomescomes fromfromfrom ananan inabilityinabilityinability tototo catchcatchcatch one'sone'sone's breath,breath,breath, 
fromfromfrom beingbeingbeing smotheredsmotheredsmothered bybyby aaa repetitiverepetitiverepetitive workworkwork life;life;life; andandand finally,finally,finally, perhapsperhapsperhaps 
aaa deathlydeathlydeathly fearfearfear notnotnot onlyonlyonly thatthatthat thisthisthis lifelifelife isisis killingkillingkilling ininin itsitsits endlessendlessendless taskstaskstasks 
butbutbut alsoalsoalso thatthatthat ititit isisis thethethe onlyonlyonly lifelifelife shesheshe cancancan possiblypossiblypossibly have.have.have. TheTheThe ironyironyirony isisis 
thatthatthat Maud,Maud,Maud, likelikelike manymanymany womenwomenwomen ininin herherher shoes,shoes,shoes, repressesrepressesrepresses thesethesethese fearsfearsfears bybyby 
workingworkingworking eveneveneven harder.harder.harder. 

TheTheThe poem'spoem'spoem's punchpunchpunch linelineline suppliessuppliessupplies aaa comiccomiccomic victory.victory.victory. Maud'sMaud'sMaud's thethethe oneoneone 
whowhowho controlscontrolscontrols thethethe home,home,home, andandand shesheshe can'tcan'tcan't letletlet UncleUncleUncle CalCalCal ininin forforfor severalseveralseveral 
reasons:reasons:reasons: obviously,obviously,obviously, hehehe isisis goinggoinggoing tototo consumeconsumeconsume thosethosethose cannedcannedcanned foodsfoodsfoods andandand 

off­messmessmess upupup thethethe house.house.house. NotNotNot onlyonlyonly isisis hehehe aaa man,man,man, aaa creaturecreaturecreature ofofof thethethe ofF­ofF­
limitslimitslimits worldworldworld beyondbeyondbeyond thethethe home,home,home, butbutbut hehehe isisis alsoalsoalso aaa carrier,carrier,carrier, aaa symbolsymbolsymbol 
ofofof thethethe entropicentropicentropic worldworldworld ininin whichwhichwhich energyenergyenergy wasteswasteswastes itselfitselfitself intointointo disorder.disorder.disorder. 
Maud'sMaud'sMaud's actactact ofofof temporarilytemporarilytemporarily exilingexilingexiling himhimhim isisis aaa kindkindkind ofofof futilefutilefutile staystaystay againstagainstagainst 
thethethe nextnextnext workingworkingworking day,day,day, thethethe nextnextnext sweeping,sweeping,sweeping, canning.canning.canning. WeWeWe knowknowknow tototo 
laughlaughlaugh becausebecausebecause oldoldold CalCalCal isisis probablyprobablyprobably quitequitequite uselessuselessuseless ininin Maud'sMaud'sMaud's domain,domain,domain, 

danmedandandand she'llshe'llshe'll bebebe damneddamned ififif she'sshe'sshe's goinggoinggoing tototo letletlet himhimhim muckmuckmuck thingsthingsthings upupup ififif 
shesheshe doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't havehavehave to.to.to. 

SoSoSo Stone'sStone'sStone's poempoempoem isisis unapologeticallyunapologeticallyunapologetically feministfeministfeminist ininin itsitsits depictiondepictiondepiction ofofof 
thethethe self-defeating,self-defeating,self-defeating, skewedskewedskewed valuesvaluesvalues ofofof aaa patriarchalpatriarchalpatriarchal society.society.society. TheTheThe titletitletitle 
humorouslyhumorouslyhumorously butbutbut clearlyclearlyclearly announcesannouncesannounces thethethe poem'spoem'spoem's sociopoliticalsociopoliticalsociopolitical intent.intent.intent. 
"How"How"How AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud TookTookTook tototo BeingBeingBeing aaa Woman"Woman"Woman" isisis atatat firstfirstfirst funnyfunnyfunny becausebecausebecause 
Maud'sMaud'sMaud's solutionsolutionsolution tototo thethethe femalefemalefemale problemproblemproblem ofofof gendergendergender rolerolerole andandand identityidentityidentity 

familiar,isisis fan1iliar,fan1iliar, eccentric,eccentric,eccentric, and,and,and, tototo aaa certaincertaincertain extent,extent,extent, winning.winning.winning. AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud 
maymaymay bebebe slightlyslightlyslightly touched,touched,touched, butbutbut shesheshe manages,manages,manages, andandand withwithwith somesomesome degreedegreedegree 
ofofof power.power.power. Maud'sMaud'sMaud's thethethe championchampionchampion ofofof herherher ownownown domain-adomain-adomain-a survivorsurvivorsurvivor 
gonegonegone aaa bitbitbit bonkers,bonkers,bonkers, butbutbut aaa survivorsurvivorsurvivor nonetheless.nonetheless.nonetheless. Stone,Stone,Stone, however,however,however, 
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doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't letletlet ususus staystaystay satisfiedsatisfiedsatisfied withwithwith Maud'sMaud'sMaud's predicament.predicament.predicament. AfterAfterAfter thethethe 
laughterlaughterlaughter diesdiesdies down,down,down, wewewe realizerealizerealize MaudMaudMaud hashashas sacrificedsacrificedsacrificed aesthetics,aesthetics,aesthetics, tran­tran­tran­
quility,quility,quility, andandand intimacyintimacyintimacy tototo achieveachieveachieve whatwhatwhat she'sshe'sshe's needed.needed.needed. WeWeWe carecarecare deeplydeeplydeeply 
aboutaboutabout Aw1tAw1tAw1t Maud,Maud,Maud, butbutbut we'rewe'rewe're leftleftleft withwithwith imagesimagesimages ofofof aaa humanhumanhuman beingbeingbeing 
trappedtrappedtrapped ininin aaa manicmanicmanic andandand incessantincessantincessant perseverance.perseverance.perseverance. 

Still,Still,Still, severalseveralseveral ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's subjectssubjectssubjects don'tdon'tdon't makemakemake outoutout asasas wellwellwell asasas AuntAuntAunt 
Maud.Maud.Maud. InInIn ''What''What''What CanCanCan YouYouYou Do?,"Do?," Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky hashashas developeddevelopeddeveloped herherher 
ownownown methodsmethodsmethods forforfor dealingdealingdealing withwithwith aaa batteringbatteringbattering husband,husband,husband, ananan ungratefulungratefulungrateful 
son,son,son, twotwotwo ungratefulungratefulungrateful daughters-in-law,daughters-in-law,daughters-in-law, mortgagemortgagemortgage payments,payments,payments, andandand thethethe 
traumatraumatrauma knownknownknown asasas marriage.marriage.marriage. LikeLikeLike Maud,Maud,Maud, shesheshe isisis carefulcarefulcareful andandand persever­persever­persever­
ing:ing:ing: shesheshe loveslovesloves herherher grandchildren,grandchildren,grandchildren, alwaysalwaysalways carriescarriescarries sharpenedsharpenedsharpened pencilspencilspencils 
ininin herherher apronapronapron forforfor them,them,them, andandand constantlyconstantlyconstantly searchessearchessearches outoutout wastebasketswastebasketswastebaskets 

Do~ ," 

collection.forforfor stamps,stamps,stamps, whichwhichwhich shesheshe stean1Sstean1Sstean1S offoffoff envelopesenvelopesenvelopes forforfor thethethe boys'boys'boys' coUection.coUection. 
BuoyingBuoyingBuoying herherher perseverance,perseverance,perseverance, however,however,however, isn'tisn'tisn't sososo muchmuchmuch optimismoptimismoptimism asasas aaa 
kindkindkind ofofof fatalism:fatalism:fatalism: 

Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky isisis payingpayingpaying ononon aaa trailer.
trailer.trailer. 
SheSheShe can'tcan'tcan't retireretireretire untiluntiluntil she'sshe'sshe's paidpaidpaid offoffoff thethethe sevensevenseven thousand.
thousand.thousand. 

sixry-two.
sixty-two.She'sShe'sShe's sixty-two.
Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky says,says,says, "We'll"We'll"We'll see."
see."see."

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 7)7)7) 

toMrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky knowsknowsknows notnotnot roro expectexpectexpect tootootoo much;much;much; likelikelike Maud,Maud,Maud, herherher 
lifelifelife isisis circwnscribedcircwnscribedcircwnscribed bybyby thethethe culture'sculture'sculture's limitinglimitinglimiting setsetset ofofof presumptions.presumptions.presumptions. 
HerHerHer newnewnew daughter-in-lawdaughter-in-lawdaughter-in-law livesliveslives withwithwith herherher ininin thethethe trailertrailertrailer whilewhilewhile herherher sonsonson 
drivesdrivesdrives hishishis semisemisemi cross-country.cross-country.cross-country. TheTheThe oldoldold daughter-in-lawdaughter-in-lawdaughter-in-law managedmanagedmanaged tototo 
getgetget thethethe oldoldold house.house.house. Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky makesmakesmakes ititit clearclearclear shesheshe hashashas tototo makemakemake 
exceptionsexceptionsexceptions forforfor thethethe maritalmaritalmarital failuresfailuresfailures ofofof herherher son,son,son, fromfromfrom whomwhomwhom notnotnot muchmuchmuch 
cancancan bebebe expected.expected.expected. SheSheShe would,would,would, ofofof course,course,course, nevernevernever thinkthinkthink tototo questionquestionquestion herherher 
devotiondevotiondevotion tototo family.family.family. InInIn lovinglovingloving them,them,them, shesheshe simplysimplysimply knowsknowsknows shesheshe mustmustmust 
succumbsuccumbsuccumb tototo theirtheirtheir inevitablyinevitablyinevitably troubledtroubledtroubled goings-on.goings-on.goings-on. 

Stone'sStone'sStone's languagelanguagelanguage mimicsmimicsmimics Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Dubosky'sDubosky'sDubosky's fatalism.fatalism.fatalism. TheTheThe narrator'snarrator'snarrator's 
taletaletale isisis interspersedinterspersedinterspersed withwithwith quotationsquotationsquotations fromfromfrom Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Dubosky,Dubosky,Dubosky, bothbothboth speak­speak­speak­
ersersers renderedrenderedrendered ininin aaa seriesseriesseries ofofof declarativedeclarativedeclarative sentencessentencessentences pilingpilingpiling oneoneone uponuponupon 
anotheranotheranother withoutwithoutwithout aaa stanzastanzastanza breakbreakbreak forforfor fifty-eightfifty-eightfifty-eight lines.lines.lines. TheTheThe poempoempoem almostalmostalmost 
readsreadsreads likelikelike ananan absurdistabsurdistabsurdist interviewinterviewinterview ororor featurefeaturefeature article,article,article, itsitsits humorhumorhumor arisingarisingarising 

typicallyfromfromfrom thethethe factfactfact thatthatthat itsitsits subjectsubjectsubject isisis notnotnot excitingexcitingexciting ororor typicaUytypicaUy distinctivedistinctivedistinctive 
enoughenoughenough tototo warrantwarrantwarrant suchsuchsuch journalisticjournalisticjournalistic focus.focus.focus. AndAndAnd wewewe alsoalsoalso laughlaughlaugh atatat 



 

«The«The Wiji:>sWiji:>s WentWent Bazook»Bazook» II7II7 

thethethe burlesqueburlesqueburlesque ofofofthisthisthis record,record,record, thatthatthat is,is,is, thethethe sheersheersheer unstoppableunstoppableunstoppable onslaughtonslaughtonslaught 
ofofof badbadbad news,news,news, thethethe ongoingongoingongoing materialmaterialmaterial banality,banality,banality, andandand thethethe inferenceinferenceinference thatthatthat 
it'sit'sit's allallall inevitableinevitableinevitable becausebecausebecause ititit isisis inherited:inherited:inherited: 

Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky wearswearswears otherotherother people'speople'speople's oldoldold tennistennistennis shoes.
shoes.shoes.
ChemicalsChemicalsChemicals ininin thethethe cleaningcleaningcleaning waterwaterwater eateateat rightrightright throughthroughthrough them.
them.them.
She'sShe'sShe's gotgotgot aaa badbadbad leg.
leg.leg.
HerHerHer mother'smother'smother's legslegslegs werewerewere bad.bad.bad. TheyTheyThey hadhadhad tototo bebebe amputated.
amputated.amputated.
WhileWhileWhile herherher mothermothermother waswaswas ininin thethethe hospital,
hospital,hospital,
herherher father'sfather'sfather's colostomycolostomycolostomy quitquitquit workingworkingworking andandand hehehe gotgotgot aaa blockage.
blockage.blockage.

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 7-8)7-8)7-8) 

AllAllAll ofofof thisthisthis isisis toldtoldtold directly,directly,directly, ininin eveneveneven tones,tones,tones, asasas ififif allallall werewerewere tototo bebebe expected,expected,expected, 
asasas ififif nothingnothingnothing couldcouldcould surprisesurprisesurprise Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Dubosky.Dubosky.Dubosky. Surely,Surely,Surely, moremoremore badbadbad newsnewsnews 
isisis justjustjust aroundaroundaround thethethe corner.corner.corner. And,And,And, ininin orderorderorder tototo depictdepictdepict faitl1fullyfaitl1fullyfaitl1fully herherher 

lower-middlc­subject'ssubject'ssubject's resignation,resignation,resignation, thethethe narratornarratornarrator employsemploysemploys aaa white,white,white, lower-middle­lower-middle­
classclassclass dialectdialectdialect ("he("he("he gotgotgot aaa blockage")blockage")blockage") intendedintendedintended tototo mimicmimicmimic Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Du­Du­Du­
bosky'sbosky'sbosky's waywayway ofofof speaking.speaking.speaking. 

ButButBut notl1ingnotl1ingnotl1ing ininin thethethe poempoempoem isisis asasas sadlysadlysadly comiccomiccomic asasas thethethe lastlastlast nineteennineteennineteen 
lines,lines,lines, almostalmostalmost allallall spokenspokenspoken bybyby Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky andandand allallall devoteddevoteddevoted tototo thethethe 
subjectsubjectsubject ofofof marriage,marriage,marriage, whichwhichwhich isisis clearlyclearlyclearly thethethe primaryprimaryprimary sourcesourcesource ofofof herherher 
problems.problems.problems. 'TheReminiscentReminiscentReminiscent ofofof thethethe pubpubpub scenescenescene ininin "The"The WasteWasteWaste Land,"Land,"Land," 
thisthisthis passagepassagepassage isisis aaa sharplysharplysharply synthesizedsynthesizedsynthesized momentmomentmoment ofofof colloquialcolloquialcolloquial speech,speech,speech, 
storytelling,storytelling,storytelling, andandand wishwishwish projection,projection,projection, designeddesigneddesigned tototo givegivegive ususus aaa glimpseglimpseglimpse ofofof 
thethethe smallsmallsmall happinesshappinesshappiness Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky dreamsdreamsdreams after:after:after: 

"Marriage,""Marriage,""Marriage," sayssayssays Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Dubosky.Dubosky.Dubosky. "You"You"You knowknowknow howhowhow ititit is.is.is. 
,,, ,,,

III hadhadhad justjustjust hadhadhad thethethe baby.
baby.baby. 
allMyMyMy husbandhusbandhusband waswaswas afterafterafter mememe aUaU thethethe time.
time.time. 

YouYouYou know,know,know, physical.
physical.physical. 
Oh,Oh,Oh, hehehe slappedslappedslapped mememe butbut that'sthat'sthat's notnotnot whatwhatwhat III mean.
mean.mean.bU[ 
MyMy mothermothermother camecamecame overoverover andandand shesheshe said,
said,said,~~1y 

marrer you)'
'What's'What's'What's thethethe mattermatter withwithwith you>'you>' 
YouYouYou know,know,know, thethethe eyebagseyebagseyebags waswaswas downdowndown ononon thethethe cheeks.
cheeks.cheeks. 
III says,says,says, 'He's'He's'He's alwavsalwavs afterafterafter me,'
me,'me,' 
andandand shesheshe says,says,says, 'You're'You're'You're gonnagonnagonna comecomecome home.'
home.'home.' 
TheTheThe judgejudgejudge saidsaidsaid he'dhe'dhe'd nevernevernever seenseenseen aaa casecasecase thatthatthat bad.
bad.bad. 

always 

him)YouYouYou knowknowknow whatwhatwhat hehehe calledcalledcalled him>him> HeHeHe said,
said,said, 
'You're'You're'You're nothingnothingnothing butbutbut aaa beast.'"
beast.'"beast.'" 
Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky isn'tisn'tisn't sure.sure.sure. SheSheShe says,
says,says, 
"\\That"\\That cancancan youyouyou do>"do>""What do?"
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WhenWhenWhen shesheshe retires,retires,retires, shesheshe tellstellstells me,
me,me, 
she'sshe'sshe's goinggoinggoing tototo getgetget aaa dog.dog.dog. OneOneOne ofofof thosethosethose nicenicenice littlelittlelittle ones.
ones.ones. 
"When"When"When youyouyou rubrubrub themthemthem ononon thethethe belly
bellybelly 
d1eyd1ey lielielie backbackback limp,"limp,"limp," shesheshe says,says,says, "and"and"and justjustjust ktkt you."
you."you."they let 

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 8)8)8) 

WhereWhereWhere MaudMaudMaud tooktooktook controlcontrolcontrol ofofof herherher lifelifelife ininin herherher ownownown idiosyncraticidiosyncraticidiosyncratic 
tentativc:,manner,manner,manner, Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. Dubosky-alwaysDubosky-alwaysDubosky-always plaintive,plaintive,plaintive, tentative,tentative, andandand tlJl1damen­tlJl1damen­tlJl1damen­

tallytallytally kind-findskind-findskind-finds lastinglastinglasting happinesshappinesshappiness beyondbeyondbeyond herherher grasp,grasp,grasp, ininin ananan imaginedimaginedimagined 
future,future,future, ininin thethethe formformform ofofof aaa gratefulgratefulgrateful ,md,md obedientobedientobedient dog.dog.dog. SheSheShe figun:sfigun:s herherher 
husbandhusbandhusband mayormayormayor maymaymay notnotnot havehavehave beenbeenbeen "a"a"a beast,"beast,"beast," butbutbut nownownow she'dshe'dshe'd clearlyclearlyclearly 
replacereplacereplace himhimhim withwithwith aaa differentdifferentdifferent companion,companion,companion, oneoneone whowhowho isn'tisn'tisn't dangerous,dangerous,dangerous, 

and figures 

merelymerelymerely malleable.malleable.malleable. UnwillingUnwillingUnwilling toto condemncondemncondemn anyone,anyone,anyone, eveneveneven ananan abusiveabusiveabusivero 
husband,husb,md,husb,md, Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky temporarilytemporarilytemporarily sequesterssequesterssequesters herselfherselfherself fromfromfrom thethethe 
belligerentbelligerentbelligerent forcesforcesforces ofofof lovelovelove ininin aaa man'sman'sman's worldworldworld bybyby retiringretiringretiring temporarilytemporarilytemporarily 
tototo herherher imagination.imagination.imagination. 

Thus,Thus,Thus, likelikelike AuntAuntAunt Maud,Maud,Maud, Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. DuboskyDuboskyDubosky doesdoesdoes retainretainretain herherher mentalmentalmental 
health.health.health. ButButBut ininin severalseveralseveral ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's poemspoemspoems fromfromfrom Second-HandSecond-HandSecond-Hand Coat,Coat,Coat, thethethe 
sanitysanitysanity ofofof thethethe centralcentralcentral characterscharacterscharacters isisis ininin greatergreatergreater danger.danger.danger. InInIn "Sunday,""Sunday,""Sunday," 

tocusthethethe MasonsMasonsMasons areareare thrilledthrilledthrilled bybyby death;death;death; thoughthoughthough Stone'sStone'sStone's focusfocus hereherehere isn'tisn'tisn't 
exclusivelyexclusivelyexclusively uponuponupon aaa woman,woman,woman, manymanymany ofofof thethethe culturalculturalcultural problemsproblemsproblems shesheshe identi­identi­identi­

fearfiesfiesfies stillstillstill adhere.adhere.adhere. TheTheThe teartear ofofof aaa paralyzingparalyzingparalyzing life,life,life, ofofof aaa deathlydeathlydeathly stasis,stasis,stasis, ofofof 
timetimetime spentspentspent doingdoingdoing littlelittlelittle meaningfulmeaningfulmeaningful work,work,work, ofofof aaa retirementretirementretirement spentspentspent 
waitingwaitingwaiting forforfor demise,demise,demise, allallall thisthisthis sendssendssends thethethe MasonsMasonsMasons outoutout tototo theirtheirtheir weeklyweeklyweekly 
hospitalhospitalhospital visitvisitvisit asasas ififif tototo church:church:church: 

LongLongLong antisepticantisepticantiseptic Sundays,Sundays,Sundays, tubestubestubes ofofof interstitialinterstitialinterstitial fluids,
fluids,fluids, 
bedbedbed pans,pans,pans, strangersstrangersstrangers lyinglyinglying ininin metalmetalmetal beds.
beds.beds. 
TheyTheyThey gotgotgot offoffoff ononon facefaceface masks.
masks.masks. 
TheyTheyThey likedlikedliked tototo presspresspress d1eird1eir thumbsthumbsthumbs ononon youryouryour wrist
wristwristtheir 

feelandandand fecifeci youryouryour pulse.
pulse.pulse. 
(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 26)26)26) 

TheTheThe death-in-lifedeath-in-lifedeath-in-life syndromesyndromesyndrome exhibitedexhibitedexhibited bybyby MaudMaudMaud emergesemergesemerges here,here,here, too.too.too. 
RatherRatherRather thanthanthan deferdeferdefer theirtheirtheir fearsfearsfears bybyby losinglosinglosing themselvesthemselvesthemselves ininin work,work,work, though,though,though, 
thethethe MasonsMasonsMasons givegivegive themselvesthemselvesthemselves overoverover tototo thethethe failingfailingfailing fleshfleshflesh ofofof others.others.others. TheTheThe 
subconscioussubconscioussubconscious fearfearfear ofofof thethethe boring,boring,boring, deadlydeadlydeadly lifelifelife isisis circumventedcircumventedcircumvented bybyby aaa 
fascinationfascinationfascination withwithwith thethethe actualactualactual physicalphysicalphysical dyingdyingdying ofofof others.others.others. AndAndAnd StoneStoneStone upsupsups 
thethethe ironicironicironic anteanteante bybyby placingplacingplacing allallall thethethe actionactionaction ininin thethethe pastpastpast tense,tense,tense, allowingallowingallowing 
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forforfor thethethe clearclearclear possibilitypossibilitypossibility thatthatthat thethethe MasonsMasonsMasons themselvesthemselvesthemselves maymaymay eventuallyeventuallyeventually 
havehavehave becomebecomebecome thethethe veryveryvery peoplepeoplepeople theytheythey camecamecame tototo see.see.see. 

"Sunday""Sunday""Sunday" isisis darkdarkdark comedy,comedy,comedy, forforfor sure,sure,sure, butbutbut darkerdarkerdarker stillstillstill isisis ''The''The''The LatestLatestLatest 
HotelHotelHotel GuestGuestGuest WalksWalksWalks overoverover ParticlesParticlesParticles ThatThatThat RevolveRevolveRevolve ininin SevenSevenSeven OtherOtherOther 
DimensionsDimensionsDimensions ControllingControllingControlling LatticedLatticedLatticed Space"Space"Space" ininin whichwhichwhich aaa womanwomanwoman staysstaysstays 
ininin aaa hotelhotelhotel roomroomroom forforfor twotwotwo mentallymentallymentally degeneratingdegeneratingdegenerating weeks.weeks.weeks. HereHereHere shesheshe 
imaginesimaginesimagines thethethe micrometricmicrometricmicrometric elementselementselements ofofof publicpublicpublic andandand privateprivateprivate horrors,horrors,horrors, 
includingincludingincluding 

Vietnam,......... Vietnam,
thethethe CubanCubanCuban crisis,crisis,crisis, littlelittlelittle difficulties
difficultiesdifficulties

Viemam,
 

...
withwithwith thethethe ShahShahShah ...... 

asasas wellwellwell asasas "room"room"room 404"404"404" thatthatthat 

probablyprobablyprobably nownownow containscontainscontains thethethe escapedescapedescaped molecules,molecules,molecules, 
radiationradiationradiation photonsphotonsphotons andandand particulateparticulateparticulate particlesparticlesparticles 
ofofof thethethe hairhairhair andandand skinskinskin ofofof allallall itsitsits formerformerformer guests.guests.guests. 

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 40)40)40) 

TheTheThe poempoempoem isisis nonono knee-slapper,knee-slapper,knee-slapper, butbutbut ititit isisis comiccomiccomic ininin itsitsits deftdeftdeft playplayplay ononon 
popularpopularpopular physics.physics.physics. TheTheThe guestguestguest hashashas becomebecomebecome obsessedobsessedobsessed withwithwith thethethe sciencesciencescience 
ofofof entropyentropyentropy ininin whichwhichwhich energyenergyenergy spinsspinsspins destructivelydestructivelydestructively intointointo disorder.disorder.disorder. SheSheShe 

inuginationisisis aaa womanwomanwoman whosewhosewhose imaginationimagination isisis passingpassingpassing fromfromfrom aaa sensitizedsensitizedsensitized statestatestate ofofof 
empathyempathyempathy tototo ananan increasinglyincreasinglyincreasingly chaoticchaoticchaotic neurosis.neurosis.neurosis. SheSheShe imaginesimaginesimagines allallall thethethe 
smallestsmallestsmallest particlesparticlesparticles ofofof allallall d1ed1ed1e formerformerformer guestsguestsguests ofofof herherher roomroomroom formingformingforming ananan 
android,android,android, whichwhichwhich shesheshe cancancan hearhearhear 

......... amongamongamong herherher blousesblousesblouses andandand slacksslacksslacks 
andandand shesheshe knowsknowsknows atatat thisthisthis momentmomentmoment ititit is,is,is, atatat last,last,last, 
couming 7~ro.countingcounting fromfromfrom tententen tototo zero.zero. 

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 41)41)41) 

IfIfIf "zero""zero""zero" isisis thethethe pointpointpoint atatat whichwhichwhich thethethe lastlastlast stringsstringsstrings ofofof thethethe balancedbalancedbalanced 
lifelifelife givegivegive way,way,way, thethethe hotelhotelhotel guestguestguest maymaymay ininin factfactfact alsoalsoalso bebebe thethethe subjectsubjectsubject ofofof 
"Being"Being"Being aaa Woman,"Woman,"Woman," aaa tautlytautlytautly comiccomiccomic poempoempoem aboutaboutabout whywhywhy aaa womanwomanwoman maymaymay 
talktalktalk tototo herself:herself:herself: "After"After"After all,all,all, youyouyou werewerewere thethethe onlyonlyonly oneoneone whowhowho evereverever heardheardheard /// 
WhatWhatWhat youyouyou werewerewere saying"saying"saying" (S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 75).75).75). OnceOnceOnce again,again,again, thethethe titletitletitle announcesannouncesannounces 
thethethe poem'spoem'spoem's sociopoliticalsociopoliticalsociopolitical intentintentintent unequivocally.unequivocally.unequivocally. Stone'sStone'sStone's geniusgeniusgenius hereherehere isisis 
ininin capturingcapturingcapturing thethethe bizarrebizarrebizarre andandand contradictorycontradictorycontradictory butbutbut perhapsperhapsperhaps tootootoo commoncommoncommon 
statestatestate ofofof mindmindmind thatthatthat cancancan comecomecome ofofof beingbeingbeing stuckstuckstuck ininin aaa woman'swoman'swoman's gendergendergender 
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role.role.role. OnOnOn oneoneone hand,hand,hand, theretherethere areareare freedomsfreedomsfreedoms ininin notnotnot beingbeingbeing takentakentaken seriously.seriously.seriously. 
Unfortunately,Unfortunately,Unfortunately, becausebecausebecause somesomesome womenwomenwomen internalizeinternalizeinternalize thethethe attendantattendantattendant ideaideaidea 

worththatthatthat theytheythey areareare notnotnot wmthwmth beingbeingbeing takentakentaken seriously,seriously,seriously, ititit isisis difficultdifficultdifficult forforfor themthemthem 
tototo exploitexploitexploit thethethe smallsmallsmall freedomfreedomfreedom tototo actactact asasas ififif theirtheirtheir behaviorbehaviorbehavior doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't 
matter.matter.matter. WalkingWalkingWalking herherher dogdogdog ininin thethethe suburbs,suburbs,suburbs, thisthisthis protagonistprotagonistprotagonist doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't 
beginbeginbegin tototo identifyidentify withwithwith thethethe atomizedatomizedatomized visitorsvisitorsvisitors ofofof aaa hotelhotelhotel roomroomroom butbutbutidentity 

d1eratherratherrather withwithwith allallall thethe dogsdogsdogs ininin thethethe neighborhood.neighborhood.neighborhood. AsAsAs thethethe woman'swoman'swoman's 
dogdogdog marksmarksmarks itsitsits territory,territory,territory, Stone'sStone'sStone's languagelanguagelanguage isisis neitherneitherneither colloquialcolloquialcolloquial nornornor 
scientific;scientific;scientific; eacheacheach linelineline isisis almostalmostalmost formalformalformal ininin itsitsits strangestrangestrange invocation:invocation:invocation: 

TheTheThe disengageddisengageddisengaged egoegoego makingmakingmaking itsitsits ownownown patterns.
patterns.patterns. 
TheTheThe voicevoicevoice ofofof thethethe urineurineurine sayingsayingsaying thisthisthis hashashas washedwashedwashed awayawayaway mymymy salt,
salt,salt, 
MyMyMy minerals.minerals.minerals. MyMyMy kidneyskidneyskidneys blessblessbless you,you,you, defYdefYdefY you,you,you, inviteinviteinvite you
youyou 

schirophrcnicToToTo comecomecome outoutout andandand yipyipyip withwithwith mememe ininin thethethe schirophrenicschirophrenic night.
night.night. 
(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 75)75)75) 

IdentifYingIdentifyingIdentifying withwithwith thethethe voicevoicevoice ofofof thethethe yippingyippingyipping dog,dog,dog, thethethe womanwomanwoman invitesinvitesinvites 
intend1company.company.company. ButButBut whowhowho doesdoesdoes shesheshe intendrintendr PerhapsPerhapsPerhaps thethethe otherotherother womenwomenwomen whowhowho 

aU lives1havehavehave beenbeenbeen unheardunheardunheard allall theirtheirtheir livesrlivesr OrOrOr perhapsperhapsperhaps thethethe menmenmen whowhowho haven'thaven'thaven't 
heardheardheard thethethe womenwomenwomen speaking1speakingrspeakingr EitherEitherEither way,way,way, thethethe poempoempoem suggestssuggestssuggests thethethe 
humanhumanhuman yipyipyip isisis futilefutilefutile andandand thethethe onlyonlyonly resultresultresult isisis aaa statestatestate ofofof schiwphreniaschiwphreniaschiwphrenia 
ininin whichwhichwhich thethethe mindmindmind isisis splitsplitsplit betweenbetweenbetween aaa freedomfreedomfreedom andandand ananan irrelevancy.irrelevancy.irrelevancy. 

"Bazook""Bazook""Bazook" isisis moremoremore conventionallyconventionallyconventionally funnyfunnyfunny thanthanthan "The"The"The LatestLatestLatest HotelHotelHotel 
Guest"Guest"Guest" andandand "Being"Being"Being aaa Woman,"Woman,"Woman," butbutbut thethethe poem'spoem'spoem's protagonist,protagonist,protagonist, Ida,Ida,Ida, 
actuallyactuallyactually doesdoesdoes gogogo completelycompletelycompletely outoutout ofofofherherher mindmindmind andandand mustmustmust bebebe institution­institution­institution­
alized.alized.alized. PoorPoorPoor Ida'sIda'sIda's "went"went"went bazook"bazook" becausebecausebecause thethethe oldoldold househousehouse shesheshe willfullywillfullywillfully 
leavesleavesleaves forforfor aaa newnewnew FloridaFloridaFlorida homehomehome waswaswas asasas psychologicalpsychologicalpsychological ananan edificeedificeedifice asasas ititit 

'p~ysical IfIfIf AuntAuntAunt Maud'sMaud'sMaud's househousehouse waswaswas aaa prisonprisonprison ofofof sorts,sorts,sorts, atatat leastleastleast 

bawok" 

waswaswas 'p~ysical.
ititit waswaswas herherher prison,prison,prison, controlledcontrolledcontrolled andandand runrunrun bybyby Maud.Maud.Maud. AndAndAnd asasas wewewe knowknowknow

p~ysical..

U nelebybyby virtuevirtuevirtue ofofof UncleUncle Cal'sCal'sCal's residencyresidencyresidency ononon thethethe backbackback porch,porch,porch, Maud'sMaud'sMaud's homehomehome 
keptkeptkept outoutout forcesforcesforces thatthatthat weren'tweren'tweren't especiallyespeciallyespecially benevolent.benevolent.benevolent. Apparently,Apparently,Apparently, thethethe 
samesamesame couldcouldcould bebebe saidsaidsaid forforfor Ida'sIda'sIda's longtimelongtimelongtime domicile.domicile.domicile. Ida'sIda'sIda's tragictragictragic mistakemistakemistake 
lieslieslies ininin herherher ignoranceignoranceignorance ofofof thethethe valuevaluevalue ofofof thethethe oldoldold place:place:place: 

FredFredFred andandand Ida.
Ida.Ida.
TheyTheyThey hadhadhad aaa lovelylovelylovely littlelittlelittle house.
house.house.
ForForFor twotwotwo yearsyearsyears allallall thatthatthat twotwotwo talked
talkedtalked
Was,Was,Was, waitwaitwait tilltilltill wewewe getgetget tototo Florida,
Florida,Florida,
WaitWaitWait tilltilltill wewewe getgetget tototo Florida.
Florida.Florida.
It'sIt'sIt's goinggoinggoing tototo bebebe thisthisthis andandand that.
that.that.
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theyThenThenThen finallyfinallyfinally the)'the)' sold
soldsold
AndAndAnd movedmovedmoved tototo Clearwater,Clearwater,Clearwater, Fla.
Fla.Fla.
AndAndAnd builtbuiltbuilt thisthisthis place.
place.place.
AndAndAnd thethethe nextnextnext thingthingthing wewewe hear,
hear,hear,
TheTheThe wife'swife'swife's wentwentwent bawok!
bawok!bawok!

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 84)84)84) 

IdaIdaIda loseslosesloses herherher mindmindmind becausebecausebecause she'sshe'sshe's leftleftleft thethethe oldoldold house;house;house; thatthatthat is,is,is, she'sshe'sshe's 

givengivengiven upupup perhapsperhapsperhaps thethethe mostmostmost importantimportantimportant checkcheckcheck againstagainstagainst thethethe forcesforcesforces ofofof 

lunacy.lunacy.lunacy. ThoughThoughThough shesheshe movesmovesmoves intointointo aaa brandbrandbrand newnewnew home,home,home, shesheshe hashashas effec­effec­effec­

tivelytivelytively becomebecomebecome homeless.homeless.homeless. HerHerHer newnewnew environmentenvironmentenvironment cancancan nevernevernever replacereplacereplace 

thethethe deeplydeeplydeeply familiarfamiliarfamiliar wallswallswalls andandand reassuringreassuringreassuring artifactsartifactsartifacts ofofof thethethe old.old.old. LikeLikeLike 

sososo manymanymany ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's protagonistsprotagonistsprotagonists whowhowho areareare isolatedisolatedisolated andandand displaced,displaced,displaced, 

IdaIdaIda wagedwagedwaged aaa contestcontestcontest forforfor normalcy.normalcy.normalcy. ItItIt isisis aaa difficultdifficultdifficult contestcontestcontest tototo win,win,win, 

though,though,though, becausebecausebecause thethethe culture'sculture'sculture's parametersparameters ofofof normalcynormalcynormalcy areareare rigid,rigid,rigid, 

restrictive,restrictive,restrictive, andandand usuallyusuallyusually male-defined.male-defined.male-defined. There'sThere'sThere's veryveryvery littlelittlelittle roomroomroom forforfor 

idiosyncracy.idiosyncracy.idiosyncracy. 

WeWeWe laughlaughlaugh atatat thisthisthis tragictragictragic taletaletale becausebecausebecause it'sit'sit's toldtoldtold ininin thethethe astonishedastonishedastonished 

voicevoicevoice ofofof aaa neighborneighborneighbor whowhowho can'tcan'tcan't figurefigurefigure outoutout whatwhatwhat wentwentwent wrong.wrong.wrong. WeWeWe 

laughlaughlaugh becausebecausebecause wewewe knowknowknow whatwhatwhat wentwentwent wrong.wrong.wrong. ToToTo aaa greatergreatergreater ororor lesserlesserlesser 

extent,extent,extent, we'vewe'vewe've beenbeenbeen there.there.there. We'reWe'reWe're theretherethere now.now.now. WeWeWe allallall camouflagecamouflagecamouflage ourourour 

freakishness,freakishness,freakishness, andandand wewewe allallall learnlearnlearn howhowhow tototo defenddefenddefend againstagainstagainst thethethe constrictingconstrictingconstricting 

idiosyncraciesidiosyncraciesidiosyncracies ofofof civilization.civilization.civilization. AndAndAnd oneoneone ofofof ourourour proactiveproactiveproactive defensesdefensesdefenses isisis 

thethethe samesamesame oneoneone employedemployedemployed bybyby thisthisthis neighborneighborneighbor ororor thethethe MasonsMasonsMasons ororor Mrs.Mrs.Mrs. 

Dubosky:Dubosky:Dubosky: aaa capacitycapacitycapacity forforfor astonishment.astonishment.astonishment. TranscendenceTranscendenceTranscendence sometimessometimessometimes 

comescomescomes atatat thethethe expenseexpenseexpense ofofof others,others,others, andandand oftenoftenoften wewewe areareare liftedliftedlifted outoutout ofofof ourourour 

ownownown problems-or 

paran1eters 

problems-Drproblems-Dr elillui-byelillui-byelillui-by thethethe seeminglyseeminglyseemingly freshfreshfresh andandand amazingamazingamazing 

difficultiesdifficultiesdifficulties ofofof others.others.others. SuchSuchSuch aaa stancestancestance isisis proactiveproactiveproactive becausebecausebecause ititit isisis asasas 

offensiveoffensiveoffensive asasas ititit isisis defensive;defensive;defensive; ititit requiresrequiresrequires thatthatthat wewewe firstfirstfirst seeseesee thesethesethese characterscharacterscharacters 

asasas inferior.inferior.inferior. InInIn "How"How"How AuntAWltAWlt MaudMaudMaud TookTookTook tototo BeingBeingBeing aaa Woman,"Woman,"Woman," wewewe 

initiallyinitiallyinitially laughlaughlaugh atatat UncleUncleUncle Cal'sCal'sCal's impotence.impotence.impotence. EvenEvenEven AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud seesseessees himhimhim 

asasas unworthyunworthyunworthy ofofof entry,entry,entry, beneathbeneathbeneath thethethe distaffdistaffdistaff standardsstandardsstandards ofofof thethethe home.home.home. 

ButButBut thenthenthen wewewe beginbeginbegin tototo secsec AuntAuntAunt MaudMaudMaud forforfor whatwhatwhat shesheshe is-sadlyis-sadlyis-sadly eccen­eccen­eccen­

tric.tric.tric. AndAndAnd finally,finally,finally, uponuponupon furtherfurtherfurther contemplation,contemplation,contemplation, wewewe cancancan beginbeginbegin tototo seeseesee 

see 

secretlythatthatthat we,we,we, too,too,too, areareare eccentric,eccentric,eccentric, perhapsperhapsperhaps secretlvsecretlv so,so,so, butbutbut alsoalsoalso perhapsperhapsperhaps 
notnotnot thatthatthat farfarfar fromfromfrom MaudMaudMaud ininin ourourour peculiarities.peculiarities.peculiarities. AfterAfterAfter all,all,all, howhowhow wouldwouldwould 

shoes~wewewe behavebehavebehave ififif wewewe hadhadhad beenbeenbeen putputput ininin Maud'sMaud'sMaud's wornwornworn shoes?shoes? 

StoneStoneStone isisis clearlyclearlyclearly ironicironicironic ininin herherher useuseuse ofofof humorhumorhumor because,because,because, whilewhilewhile shesheshe 
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suggestssuggestssuggests wewewe laughlaughlaugh atatat others,others,others, shesheshe doesdoesdoes sososo withwithwith didacticdidacticdidactic intent.intent.intent. SheSheShe 
knowsknowsknows thatthatthat wewewe willwillwill realizerealizerealize aaa singlesinglesingle hardhardhard fact:fact:fact: thatthatthat wewewe couldcouldcould justjustjust asasas 
easilyeasilyeasily bebebe thethethe subjectssubjectssubjects ofofof someonesomeonesomeone else'selse'selse's laughter.laughter.laughter. (If(If(If shesheshe werewerewere Irish,Irish,Irish, 
shesheshe mightmightmight havehavehave eacheacheach ofofof ususus saying,saying,saying, "There"There"There butbutbut forforfor thethethe gracegracegrace ofofof GodGodGod 
gogogo 1.")1.")1.") AsAsAs wewewe readreadread andandand laughlaughlaugh wewewe forgetforgetforget ourselvesourselvesourselves momentarily,momentarily,momentarily, 
onlyonlyonly tototo returnreturnreturn tototo Stone'sStone'sStone's underlyingunderlyingunderlying premise:premise:premise: thatthatthat domesticdomesticdomestic lifelifelife ininin 
aaa patriarchalpatriarchalpatriarchal civilizationcivilizationcivilization cancancan bebebe pulverizing,pulverizing,pulverizing, thatthatthat thisthisthis civilizationcivilizationcivilization 
entrapsentrapsentraps ususus asasas well.well.well. SeriousSeriousSerious considerationconsiderationconsideration ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's poetrypoetrypoetry cancancan leadleadlead 
tototo aaa healthyhealthyhealthy dosedosedose ofofof humility.humility.humility. 

AndAndAnd unlikeunlikeunlike thethethe fathersfathersfathers ofofofAmericanAmericanAmerican naturalism-Norris,naturalism-Norris,naturalism-Norris, Dreiser,Dreiser,Dreiser, 
Crane-RuthCrane-RuthCrane-Ruth StoneStoneStone isisis notnotnot completelycompletelycompletely beholdenbeholdenbeholden tototo thethethe doctrinesdoctrinesdoctrines ofofof 
fatalism.fatalism.fatalism. SheSheShe isisis nearlynearlynearly unrivaledunrivaledunrivaled ininin herherher humanitarianhumanitarianhumanitarian insistence;insistence;insistence; herherher 
sensesensesense ofofof humorhumorhumor isisis foundedfoundedfounded ononon thethethe notionnotionnotion thatthatthat wewewe areareare allallall bothbothboth absurdabsurdabsurd 
andandand worthyworthyworthy ofofof love,love,love, andandand shesheshe wieldswieldswields herherher humorhumorhumor againstagainstagainst aaa lifelifelife thatthatthat 
cancancan bebebe crushingcrushingcrushing ininin itsitsits redundancyredundancyredundancy andandand aaa culturecultureculture thatthatthat cancancan bebebe crushingcrushingcrushing 
ininin itsitsits rigidity.rigidity.rigidity. Stone'sStone'sStone's humorhumorhumor isisis thethethe oneoneone romanticromanticromantic strandstrandstrand ininin herherher 
work.work.work. LaughingLaughingLaughing isisis thethethe lastlastlast redemption,redemption,redemption, andandand whilewhilewhile wewewe maymaymay laughlaughlaugh 
ininin amazementamazementamazement atatat thethethe trialstrialstrials ofofof others,others,others, herherher comiccomiccomic focusfocusfocus ultimatelyultimatelyultimately 
pointspointspoints tototo ourselves.ourselves.ourselves. Stone'sStone'sStone's poetrypoetrypoetry isisis prescriptiveprescriptiveprescriptive ininin itsitsits suggestionsuggestionsuggestion 
thatthatthat wewewe maintainmaintainmaintain atatat leastleastleast asasas comiccomiccomic aaa perceptionperceptionperception ofofof ourselvesourselvesourselves asasas 
wewewe dododo ofofof anythinganythinganything elseelseelse ininin lifelifelife whilewhilewhile wewewe simultaneouslysimultaneouslysimultaneously sustainsustainsustain ananan 
awarenessawarenessawareness ofofof thethethe forcesforcesforces thatthatthat destroydestroydestroy thethethe humanhumanhuman spirit.spirit.spirit. AndAndAnd nonono poempoempoem 
betterbetterbetter reflectsreflectsreflects thisthisthis humanitarianhumanitarianhumanitarian notionnotionnotion thanthanthan thethethe uniquelyuniquelyuniquely romanticromanticromantic 
rhymerhymerhyme "The"The"The SongSongSong ofofof AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny."Granny."Granny." 

AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe GrannyGrannyGranny isisis nobody'snobody'snobody's fool:fool:fool: shesheshe knowsknowsknows she'sshe'sshe's crazycrazycrazy andandand shesheshe 
maymaymay hithithit thethethe bottle,bottle,bottle, yetyetyet she'sshe'sshe's hunghunghung on,on,on, notnotnot simplysimplysimply forforfor thethethe sakesakesake 
ofofof herherher kids,kids,kids, butbutbut becausebecausebecause forforfor her-unlikeher-unlikeher-unlike Ida-theIda-theIda-the alternativealternativealternative isisis 
unacceptable.unacceptable.unacceptable. She'sShe'sShe's thethethe archetypalarchetypalarchetypal femalefemalefemale survivor:survivor:survivor: RuthRuthRuth Stone'sStone'sStone's 
versionversionversion ofofof ananan idealidealideal EverywomanEverywomanEverywoman straightstraightstraight fromfromfrom Maud'sMaud'sMaud's ruralruralrural neckneckneck 
ofofof thethethe woods.woods.woods. SheSheShe tellstellstells herherher lifelifelife storystorystory ininin ananan unbrokenunbrokenunbroken eighty-three­eighty-three­eighty-three­
linelineline column,column,column, usingusingusing aaa velocitousvelocitousvelocitous nurserynurserynursery rhymerhymerhyme tototo comiccomiccomic effect.effect.effect. InInIn 
thisthisthis poem,poem,poem, ininin fact,fact,fact, Stone'sStone'sStone's languagelanguagelanguage drawsdrawsdraws notnotnot onlyonlyonly ononon children'schildren'schildren's 
rhythmrhythmrhythm andandand rhymerhymerhyme butbutbut alsoalsoalso ononon thethethe crazycrazycrazy andandand quickquickquick associativeassociativeassociative turnsturnsturns 
ofofof somesomesome children'schildren'schildren's tales,tales,tales, therebytherebythereby mimickingmimickingmimicking Granny'sGranny'sGranny's nuttiness.nuttiness.nuttiness. 

UnlikeUnlikeUnlike AuntAuntAunt Maud,Maud,Maud, AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe GrannyGrannyGranny isisis awareawareaware ofofof herherher ownownown mentalmentalmental 
couldn'tcouldrl'tproblems,problems,problems, admittingadmittingadmitting atatat oneoneone point,point,point, "I"I"I couldr1't seeseesee forforfor mymymy headheadhead waswaswas 

(S-RCthatched"thatched"thatched" (S-HC(S-HC 87).87).87). SheSheShe isisis alsoalsoalso awareawareaware ofofof twotwotwo salientsalientsalient truths:truths:truths: thatthatthat 
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thethethe causecausecause ofofof herherher troublestroublestroubles isisis ininin partpartpart connectedconnectedconnected tototo thethethe demandsdemandsdemands ofofof 
motherhood,motherhood,motherhood, housekeeping,housekeeping,housekeeping, andandand husband,husband,husband, andandand thatthatthat thethethe pathpathpath tototo 
survivalsurvivalsurvival involvesinvolvesinvolves makingmakingmaking thethethe bestbestbest ofofofwhatwhatwhat she'sshe'sshe's beenbeenbeen given,given,given, includingincludingincluding 
mentalmentalmental illness.illness.illness. WithWithWith thethethe househousehouse aaa messmessmess fromfromfrom "Diapers"Diapers"Diapers andandand panty­panty­panty­
shirtsshirtsshirts andandand yolkyolkyolk ofofof eggs"eggs"eggs" (86),(86),(86), Granny'sGranny'sGranny's franticfranticfrantic regimenregimenregimen leadsleadsleads tototo 
hallucinations-buthallucinations-buthallucinations-but shesheshe simplysimplysimply makesmakesmakes themthemthem workworkwork forforfor her:her:her: 

OneOneOne daydayday ininin thethethe mirrormirrormirror III sawsawsaw mymymy stringystringystringy legs
legslegs 
AndAndAnd III lookedlookedlooked around
aroundaround 
AndAndAnd sawsawsaw stringstringstring ononon thethethe floor,
floor,floor, 
AndAndAnd stringstringstring ononon thethethe chair
chairchair 
AndAndAnd headsheadsheads likelikelike wasps'wasps'wasps' nest
nestnest 
FullFullFull ofofof stringystringystringy hair.
hair.hair. 
"Well,""Well,""Well," III said,said,said, "if"if"if youyouyou havehavehave string,string,string, knit.
knit.knit. 
KnitKnitKnit something,something,something, don'tdon'tdon't justjustjust sit."
sit."sit." 

(SHe(SHe(SHe 86)86)86) 

EventuallyEventuallyEventually herherher husband-inerthusband-inerthusband-inert andandand asasas dimlydimlydimly informedinformedinformed ofofof hishishis wife'swife'swife's 
innerinnerinner worldworldworld asasas UncleUncleUncle CalCalCal waswaswas ofMaud's-tellsofMaud's-tellsofMaud's-tells herherher howhowhow goodgoodgood theirtheirtheir 
lifelifelife is.is.is. GrannyGrannyGranny hashashas ananan understandablyunderstandablyunderstandably murderousmurderousmurderous fantasyfantasyfantasy butbutbut keepskeepskeeps 
ononon "knitting""knitting""knitting" throughthroughthrough thethethe chaos:chaos:chaos: 

SoSoSo III gotgotgot thethethe rifleriflerifle out
outout
ToToTo shootshootshoot himhimhim throughthroughthrough thethethe head.
head.head.
ButButBut hehehe wentwentwent ononon smilingsmilingsmiling andandand sitting
sittingsitting
AndAndAnd III lookedlookedlooked aroundaroundaround forforfor aaa piecepiecepiece ofofof string
stringstring
ToToTo dododo somesomesome knitting.
knitting.knitting.
ThenThenThen III pickedpickedpicked atatat thethethe tiling
tilingtiling
andandand thethethe househousehouse fellfellfell down.
down.down.

TheTheThe lastlastlast twotwotwo lineslineslines ofofof thisthisthis passagepassagepassage borrow,borrow,borrow, ofofof course,course,course, fromfromfrom "The"The"The 
YellowYellowYellow Wallpaper,"Wallpaper,"Wallpaper," butbutbut unlikeunlikeunlike thethethe protagonistprotagonistprotagonist ofofofCharlotteCharlotteCharlotte PerkinsPerkinsPerkins 
Gilman'sGilman'sGilman's story,story,story, GrannyGrannyGranny doesn'tdoesn'tdoesn't dissolve.dissolve.dissolve. 

WithWithWith Maud'sMaud'sMaud's typetypetype ofofofperseveranceperseveranceperseverance andandand herherher ownownown uniqueuniqueunique andandand steadysteadysteady 
optimism,optimism,optimism, Graru1YGraru1YGraru1Y seesseessees herselfherselfherself throughthroughthrough thethethe timetimetime ofofofmotherhood­motherhood­motherhood­
and,and,and, significantly,significantly,significantly, withwithwith thethethe passingpassingpassing ofofof motherhoodmotherhoodmotherhood andandand thethethe deathdeathdeath 
ofofof herherher husband,husband,husband, GrannyGrannyGranny isisis nonono longerlongerlonger subjectsubjectsubject tototo hallucinations:hallucinations:hallucinations: 

Well,Well,Well, allallall that'sthat'sthat's finished,
finished,finished,
It'sIt'sIt's allallall beenbeenbeen done.
done.done.
ThoseThoseThose werewerewere highhighhigh kickkickkick summers,
summers,summers,
ItItIt waswaswas baldbaldbald galledgalledgalled fun.
fun.fun.
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NowNowNow thethethe daftdaftdaft time'stime'stime's over
overover 
AndAndAnd thethethe stringstringstring isisis spun.
spun.spun. 

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 87)87)87) 

SheSheShe hashashas nonono regrets.regrets.regrets. AsAsAs shesheshe makesmakesmakes clearclearclear ininin thethethe lastlastlast lineslineslines ofofof thethethe poem,poem,poem, 
shesheshe stillstillstill takestakestakes herherher absinthe,absinthe,absinthe, andandand despitedespitedespite herherher age,age,age, she'sshe'sshe's notnotnot likelylikelylikely tototo 
givegivegive ininin tototo melancholymelancholymelancholy ororor despair:despair:despair: 

ThoseThoseThose werewerewere longlonglong hothothot summers,
summers,summers,
NowNowNow thethethe sunsunsun won'twon'twon't tarry.
tarry.tarry.
MyMyMy birdsbirdsbirds havehavehave flocked,
flocked,flocked,
AndAndAnd I'mI'mI'm oldoldold andandand wary.
wary.wary.
I'mI'mI'm oldoldold andandand wornwornworn andandand aaa cunningcunningcunning sipper,
sipper,sipper,
AndAndAnd I'llI'llI'll outliveoutliveoutlive everyeveryevery littlelittlelittle nipper.
nipper.nipper.
AndAndAnd withwithwith what'swhat'swhat's leftleftleft I'mI'mI'm chary,
chary,chary,
AndAndAnd withwithwith what'swhat'swhat's leftleftleft I'mI'mI'm chary.
chary.chary.

(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 88)88)88) 

DespiteDespiteDespite AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny'sGranny'sGranny's drivedrivedrive andandand upbeatupbeatupbeat voice,voice,voice, thethethe lastlastlast wordwordword 
ofofof thethethe poem,poem,poem, repeatedrepeatedrepeated forforfor effect,effect,effect, makesmakesmakes ititit clearclearclear thatthatthat eveneveneven ininin herherher 
mostmostmost positivistpositivistpositivist work,work,work, StoneStoneStone isisis notnotnot aaa believerbelieverbeliever ininin aaa sentimentalsentimentalsentimental andandand 
sweepingsweepingsweeping victoryvictoryvictory ofofofgoodgoodgood overoverover evil.evil.evil. ''The''The''The SongSongSong ofofofAbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny"Granny"Granny" 
isisis obviouslyobviouslyobviously parodic,parodic,parodic, mademademade clearclearclear bybyby thethethe compellingcompellingcompelling firstfirstfirst twotwotwo lines:lines:lines: 
"Among"Among"Among somesomesome hillshillshills theretherethere dweltdweltdwelt ininin parodyparodyparody /// AAA youngyoungyoung woman;woman;woman; me."me."me." 
EvenEvenEven ininin aaa parody,parody,parody, StoneStoneStone isisis notnotnot goinggoinggoing tototo givegivegive ininin tototo thethethe unrealisticunrealisticunrealistic 
hopehopehope ofofof aaa markedlymarkedlymarkedly betterbetterbetter world.world.world. GrannyGrannyGranny isisis aaa drinker,drinker,drinker, she'sshe'sshe's beenbeenbeen 
crazy,crazy,crazy, shesheshe survived,survived,survived, andandand shesheshe knowsknowsknows notnotnot tototo trusttrusttrust litelite asasas aaa graciousgraciousgracious 
provider.provider.provider. SheSheShe maymaymay havehavehave thethethe capacitycapacitycapacity forforfor enjoyment,enjoyment,enjoyment, butbutbut whilewhilewhile thethethe 
archaicarchaicarchaic connotationsconnotationsconnotations ofofof thethethe termtermterm "chary""chary""chary" suggestsuggestsuggest GrannyGrannyGranny isisis deardeardear 

life 

herselt~untountounto herselt~ thethethe wordwordword alsoalsoalso carriescarriescarries aaa muchmuchmuch lesslessless optimisticoptimisticoptimistic connota­connota­connota­
tion:tion:tion: thatthatthat shesheshe knowsknowsknows tototo bebebe cautiouscautiouscautious andandand watchfulwatchfulwatchful ininin aaa worldworldworld thatthatthat 
cancancan collapsecollapsecollapse aroundaroundaround her.her.her. 

MeldingMeldingMelding comedycomedycomedy andandand catastrophecatastrophecatastrophe isisis riskyriskyrisky business,business,business, andandand ititit isisis notnotnot 
in1agine ororor twicetwicetwice collapsedcollapsedcollapsed 

herself, 

difficultdifficultdifficult tototo imagineimagine thatthatthat thethethe worldworldworld hashashas onceonceonce 
aroundaroundaround StoneStoneStone herself.herself.herself. RenderingRenderingRendering thethethe quirksquirksquirks ofofof auntsauntsaunts andandand friendsfriendsfriends 
isn'tisn'tisn't thethethe onlyonlyonly comiccomiccomic riskriskrisk StoneStoneStone takes,takes,takes, nornornor isisis ititit thethethe mostmostmost startling.startling.startling. 
NoNoNo otherotherother poetpoetpoet III cancancan thinkthinkthink ofofof hashashas succeededsucceededsucceeded ininin usingusingusing thethethe comiccomiccomic 
voicevoicevoice whilewhilewhile writingwritingwriting aboutaboutabout thethethe deathdeathdeath bybyby suicidesuicidesuicide ofofof herherher ownownown husband,husband,husband, 

Sewnd-Handyetyetyet StoneStoneStone doesdoesdoes sososo ininin oneoneone ininin fivefivefive ofofof thethethe newernewernewer poemspoemspoems ininin Sewnd-HandSewnd-Hand 
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Coat.Coat.Coat. ThisThisThis topictopictopic isisis difficultdifficultdifficult enoughenoughenough tototo writewritewrite about,about,about, butbutbut II1II1II1 oneoneone 
extraordinaryextraordinaryextraordinary poem,poem,poem, StoneStoneStone isisis actuallyactuallyactually funnyfunnyfunny aboutaboutabout it.it.it. 

TheTheThe comedycomedycomedy ofofof "Curtains""Curtains""Curtains" is,is,is, ofofof course,course,course, pointed,pointed,pointed, dark,dark,dark, eveneveneven ananan 
expositionexpositionexposition ofofof anger.anger.anger. (And(And(And likelikelike Plath,Plath,Plath, she'sshe'sshe's quitequitequite cognizantcognizantcognizant ofofof herherher 
black-comedicblack-comedicblack-comedic method:method:method: "Every"Every"Every daydayday III digdigdig youyouyou up,"up,"up," shesheshe sayssayssays ininin 
"Habit,""Habit,""Habit," "You"You"You areareare mymymy joke,joke,joke, /// MyMyMy poem"poem"poem" [S-HC[S-HC[S-HC 63].)63].)63].) ButButBut "Curtains""Curtains""Curtains" 
isisis closelycloselyclosely relatedrelatedrelated tototo allallall ofofof herherher otherotherother comediccomediccomedic poemspoemspoems ininin itsitsits defensedefensedefense 
ofofof idiosyncraticidiosyncraticidiosyncratic behavior,behavior,behavior, whichwhichwhich hereherehere isisis actuallyactuallyactually citedcitedcited asasas aaa reasonreasonreason 
tortor living.living.living. TheTheThe narrator,narrator,narrator, achingachingaching forforfor herherher deaddeaddead husband,husband,husband, declares,declares,declares, "I"I"I 
becomebecomebecome mymymy AuntAuntAunt VirginiaVirginiaVirginia /// proudproudproud butbutbut weakweakweak ininin thethethe head"head"head" (S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 
15).15).15). AndAndAnd whilewhilewhile she'sshe'sshe's notnotnot asasas unsettledunsettledunsettled asasas AbsintheAbsintheAbsinthe Granny,Granny,Granny, thethethe narra­narra­narra­
tortortor tellstellstells twotwotwo storiesstoriesstories ofofof herherher ownownown unusualunusualunusual behavior.behavior.behavior. InInIn thethethe first,first,first, shesheshe 
hashashas aaa wild,wild,wild, hystericalhystericalhysterical exchangeexchangeexchange withwithwith herherher screamingscreamingscreaming landlord,landlord,landlord, "Mr."Mr."Mr. 
Tempesta,"Tempesta,"Tempesta," whowhowho refusesrefusesrefuses tototo letletlet herherher keepkeepkeep herherher newnewnew cats.cats.cats. OfOfOf course,course,course, 
hishishis nervesnervesnerves areareare shot,shot,shot, too;too;too; afterafterafter shesheshe shoutsshoutsshouts andandand throwsthrowsthrows books,books,books, hehehe 
relentsrelentsrelents andandand theytheythey crycrycry together.together.together. TheTheThe secondsecondsecond storystorystory followsfollowsfollows ininin thethethe lastlastlast 
fivefivefive lineslineslines ofofofthethethe poem.poem.poem. AddressingAddressingAddressing herherher husband,husband,husband, thethethe narratornarratornarrator deliversdeliversdelivers 
thisthisthis risingrisingrising comiccomiccomic anecdoteanecdoteanecdote and,and,and, then,then,then, abruptabruptabrupt comiccomiccomic reversal:reversal:reversal: 

for 

III wantwantwant tototo digdigdig youyouyou upupup andandand say,say,say, look,
look,look, 
it'sit's likelikelike thethe time,time, remember,
remember,remember, 
whenwhenwhen III ranranran intointointo ourourour livinglivingliving roomroomroom naked
nakednaked 
ir's rhe rime, 

ger rhartototo getget ridridrid ofofof thatthat firefirefire inspector.
inspector.inspector. 

SeeSeeSee whatwhat youyouyou missmissmiss bybyby beingbeingbeing dead?dead?dead?whar 
(S-HC(S-HC(S-HC 15)15)15) 

It'sIt'sIt's asasas ififif thethethe narratornarratornarrator says,says,says, thisthisthis isisis whowhowho III am:am:am: III maymaymay bebebe aaa bitbitbit unusualunusualunusual 
butbutbut I'mI'mI'm damneddamneddamned smart,smart,smart, too.too.too. III knowknowknow whatwhatwhat I'mI'mI'm doing.doing.doing. Weren'tWeren'tWeren't thethethe 
incongruitiesincongruitiesincongruities ofofof mymymy personality,personality,personality, thethethe whimsy,whimsy,whimsy, thethethe foibles,foibles,foibles, thethethe fanta­fanta­fanta­
sia-weren'tsia-weren'tsia-weren't theytheythey richrichrich enoughenoughenough forforfor you?you?you? WeWeWe maymaymay laughlaughlaugh atatat thethethe lastlastlast 
linelineline notnotnot simplysimplysimply becausebecausebecause it'sit'sit's ridiculousridiculousridiculous tototo telltelltell thethethe deaddeaddead whatwhatwhat they'rethey'rethey're 

see,missing,missing,missing, butbutbut alsoalsoalso becausebecausebecause wewewe behindbehindsec,sec, behind thethethe transparenttransparenttransparent maskmaskmask ofofof 
humor,humor,humor, thethethe facefaceface ofofof aaa justifiablyjustifiablyjustifiably resentfulresentfulresentful woman-andwoman-andwoman-and wewewe reactreactreact tototo 
thethethe stunningstunningstunning synthesis:synthesis:synthesis: ininin aaa courageouscourageouscourageous turn,turn,turn, StoneStoneStone hashashas mademademade herselfherselfherself 
oneoneone ofofof herherher ownownown idiosyncraticidiosyncraticidiosyncratic creations.creations.creations. "Curtains""Curtains""Curtains" makesmakesmakes ititit easiereasiereasier 
forforfor ususus tototo understandunderstandunderstand thethethe drivingdrivingdriving empathyempathyempathy thatthatthat infusesinfusesinfuses herherher comiccomiccomic 
VOICe.VOICe.VOICe. 

lancelancelance heardheardheard thethethe poetpoetpoet BrendaBrendaBrenda HillmanHillmanHillman saysaysay thatthatthat thethethe mostmostmost effectiveeffectiveeffective 
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teacher thewritingwritingwriting tcachertcacher helpshelpshelps thcthc studentstudentstudent tototo recognizerecognizerecognize andandand exploitexploitexploit whatwhatwhat 
isisis idiosyncraticallyidiosyncraticallyidiosyncratically bestbestbest ininin thethethe student'sstudent'sstudent's poeticpoeticpoetic voice.voice.voice. Hillman'sHillman'sHillman's 

dle meassumptionassumptionassumption isisis thatthatthat thethe mostmostmost effectiveeffectiveeffective voicevoicevoice ofofof thethe writerwriterwriter emanatesemanatesemanates 
mefromfromfrom thatthatthat partpartpart ofofof thethe imaginationimaginationimagination usuallyusuallyusually keptkeptkept underunderunder wrapswrapswraps forforfor thethethe 

dlesakesakesake ofofof goodgoodgood form.form.form. Certainly,Certainly,Certainly, somesomesome ofofof thethe bestbestbest poetspoetspoets ofofof ourourour recentrecentrecent 
Pladl-havepast-past-past- Lowell,Lowell,Lowell, Ginsberg,Ginsberg,Ginsberg, Plath-havePlath-have unmaskedunmaskedunmasked themselves,themselves,themselves, havehavehave 

me dlatrevealedrevealedrevealed thethe innerinnerinner fusionfusionfusion ofofof oddnessoddnessoddness andandand insightinsightinsight d1atd1at comprisescomprisescomprises 
meir dletheirtheir genius.genius.genius. TheyTheyThey havehavehave turnedturnedturned inwardinwardinward tototo thethe idiosyncraticidiosyncraticidiosyncratic quick,quick,quick, 

dlesewhichwhichwhich isisis mostmostmost honestlyhonestlyhonestly self-identifying.self-identifying.self-identifying. AndAndAnd yetyetyet eveneveneven d1Csed1Cse poetspoetspoets 
areareare onlyonlyonly rarelyrarelyrarely funny.funny.funny. 

WhileWhileWhile anyanyany romanticromanticromantic tonetonetone ofofof Stone'sStone'sStone's poetrypoetrypoetry isisis clearlyclearlyclearly mutedmutedmuted bybyby 
meherherher loweredloweredlowered expectationsexpectationsexpectations ofofof thethe world,world,world, shesheshe isisis ininin thethethe endendend aaa comediccomediccomedic 

advocateadvocateadvocate ofofof sorts.sorts.sorts. Stone'sStone'sStone's sensesensesense ofofof comiccomiccomic portraitureportraitureportraiture helpshelpshelps tototo makemakemake 
meaaa casecasecase forforfor thethe oddball,oddball,oddball, especiallyespeciallyespecially forforfor woundedwoundedwounded andandand eccentriceccentriceccentric women.women.women. 

SuchSuchSuch ananan advocateadvocateadvocate rolerolerole cancancan bebebe aaa dangerousdangerousdangerous businessbusinessbusiness forforfor thethethe poetpoetpoet 
mis mebecause,because,because, ininin thisthis case,case,case, shesheshe takestakestakes thethe riskriskrisk thatthatthat herherher audienceaudienceaudience willwillwill recog­recog­recog­

mus,nizenizenize theirtheirtheir ownownown secretsecretsecret abnormalitiesabnormalitiesabnormalities and,and,and, thus,thus, turnturnturn awayawayaway fromfromfrom thethethe 
Rum mepoem.poem.poem. ButButBut RuthRuth StoneStoneStone isisis ananan exampleexampleexample ofofof thethe rarestrarestrarest poetpoetpoet whowhowho intuitsintuitsintuits 

methatthatthat thethe mostmostmost idiosyncraticallyidiosyncraticallyidiosyncratically resonantresonantresonant aspectsaspectsaspects ofofof herherher ownownown voicevoicevoice 
areareare herherher ownownown empoweringempoweringempowering refusalrefusalrefusal tototo adoptadoptadopt thethethe conventionsconventionsconventions ofofofothers,others,others, 
whichwhichwhich shesheshe knowsknowsknows cancancan leadleadlead tototo aaa fastfastfast death,death,death, andandand herherher uncannyuncannyuncanny abilityabilityability 

dletototo seeseesee andandand depictdepictdepict d1ed1e domesticdomesticdomestic foiblesfoiblesfoibles ofofof women.women.women. SheSheShe isisis riledriledriled bybyby 
methethe quotidianquotidianquotidian pursuitpursuitpursuit ofofof normalcynormalcynormalcy ininin aaa worldworldworld thatthatthat isisis coldcoldcold andandand 
oppressiveoppressiveoppressive asasas wellwellwell asasas itself~downrightdownrightdownright weirdweirdweird itsel(itsel( andandand shesheshe reactsreactsreacts bybyby 
burlesquingburlesquingburlesquing itsitsits victimsvictimsvictims ininin orderorderorder tototo highlighthighlighthighlight notnotnot onlyonlyonly itsitsits grindinggrindinggrinding 
routineroutineroutine butbutbut itsitsits callouscallouscallous demandsdemandsdemands thatthatthat wewewe ascribeascribeascribe tototo socialsocialsocial rolesrolesroles thatthatthat 
threatenthreatenthreaten ourourour soundnesssoundnesssoundness ofofof mind.mind.mind. 




