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Summary[executive ]
The San Miguel Historic Waking Trail project is an extension of classes CRP 410 and CRP 
411, the capstone senior planning lab within the City and Regional Planning Department 
at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.  In choosing a topic for the Senior Project requirement, the 
consulting team wanted to pursue a project which would not only benefit the community, 
but also be potentially feasible in the near future.  

The historic walking trail was originally proposed as a policy in the Natural Resources 
chapter of the Draft San Miguel Community Plan Update, completed by the senior 
community planning lab.  The following project proposal and final products within this 
report build on that policy recommendation and provide materials which can serve as a 
template for implementation of the trail.

A historic walking trail would be a valuable addition to the community through promoting 
economic growth and tourism.  It would do this by serving as a regional attraction to 
surrounding communities and travelers.  As the northern gateway to the County of San 
Luis Obispo, San Miguel is in a unique position to capitalize on large amounts of passby 
travel.  A historic trail would draw in passing tourist commuters and would help transform 
San Miguel into a destination, rather than a place travelers pass on their way to another 
destination.

In order to create the trail map, the consulting team compiled a list of historically relevant 
structures within the town.  Many of these structures were found in the San Miguel 
Background report, also completed by the senior planning lab in 2011, as well as the 
2004 San Miguel Design Plan, completed by the County of San Luis Obispo in 2003.  After 
the list of structures was completed, the consulting team then compiled photographs 
and created written descriptions for each structure.  These can be found in Chapter 5 of 
this report.  Finally, a tourist brochure was created, complete with the historic trail map, 
pictures, and descriptions of each building, displayed in Chapter 6.  

In addition to the brochure, a poster, several presentations, as well as a team contract 
helped complete the San Miguel Historic Walking Trail project.  Team presentations as 
well as referenced documents can be found in Appendices A through E, following this 
report.  
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Project Proposal]1
In the following chapter the project 
proposal, including methodology, a 
timeline, and a budget are located.  
The purpose of the proposal is not 
only to outline the project as a whole, 
but to provide an estimated schedule, 
list of tasks, and create interim 
deadlines before the project is started.  
Although in this case the “client” 
is a faculty member, the proposal 
mimics the format and organization 
of a professional proposal a consulting 
team would prepare for a real client.  
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Project Summary
The San Miguel Historic Trail will create an aesthetically pleasing pedestrian connection between 
key historic resources within the town.  The trail will allow pedestrians to move easily and safely 
between historic buildings and places in San Miguel while providing information and background 
on each of the buildings.  This will end up creating not only a local resource, but a regional historic 
attraction which will bring tourists from other areas of the county and state to San Miguel.  

Project Understanding
A historic trail is important for the Community of San Miguel in many ways.  First, it will provide a 
way to cohesively showcase and utilize the community’s valuable historic resources in a way that 
is appealing to both tourists and community members.  It will also help the community achieve 
its economic development goals by increasing tourism and serving as a regional tourist attraction, 
as outlined in the Draft San Miguel Community Plan.  Background information previously gathered 
in CRP 411 pertinent to this project includes, a tentative historic trail map and historic trail policy 
recommendations outlined in the Draft San Miguel Community Plan, as well as research, descriptions 
and photographs of historic structures gathered for the San Miguel Community Background Report. 

Project Approach
Methods used to complete the trail will include research on the historic buildings and 
spaces in San Miguel, outreach to the local historic Society, as well as sketches and 3-D 
models.  The final product will include a tourist/advertising brochure promoting the trail as 
well as San Miguel with sketches and drawings of the completed trail, and possibly a 3-D 
model and animation showcasing what the trial would look like as one is walking through it.

First, gathering relevant research from the CRP 411 class will be necessary in order to determine 
the next steps.  Then, the consultant team will fill in any informational gaps in the research 
by contacting the San Miguel Resource Connection as well as any local historic groups (The 
Lions Club).  Once all information is gathered, it will be necessary to identify which structures 
will be featured on the trail, and then map the trail, perhaps with County approval.  Once 
the trail has been mapped it will then be ready for design, focusing on width, materials, 
signage, fencing, and possible integration with the proposed bike trail/wine tour route.
Deliverables will include:
•	 Map of historic trail
•	 List and description of structures included in the historic trail
•	 Sketches and drawings of the design of the historic trail
•	 Tourist/advertising brochure
•	 Possible 3-D model of tour route
•	 Client meetings
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Task Descriptions
1) Description of Historic Structures: All existing historic resources are identified in the 2004 
San Miguel Design Plan, which was modeled after a self-guided tour pamphlet published by the San 
Miguel Business Association at the time the report was written.  Criteria for inclusion in the trail will 
be based on previous identification and recognition of historic relevance in the 2004 San Miguel 
Design Plan and the Draft San Miguel Community Plan.  

2) Map of Historic Trail: An 11X 17 hard copy map identifying the trail route in context with the 
rest of the community will be prepared and also provided in a digital PDF version, to be handed in at 
the client meetings.  The map will be created using GIS and hand illustrations.  The final map will be 
hand colored and scanned into the digital documents.

3) Tourist/Advertising Brochure: Ten tourist oriented brochures describing the trail, showcasing 
the map, historic structures, and their respective descriptions  Final brochures will be four fold, 
printed in color and on 11X17 semi-gloss papers and handed out at the final presentation.  InDesign 
will be used to create the brochures.  Electronic copies of the brochure will also be provided in both 
InDesign format as well as PDF format to the instructor. 

4) Poster: Photographs, maps, and background information will be formatted into a final color 
24X28 sized poster illustrating the historic trail concept.  InDesign will be used to formulate posters.   

5) Client Meetings: The following describe the number of client meetings as well as the product 
presented at each.   

a. Week 3:  Hard copy of background report with photos of historic structures located in 	
San Miguel.  Each photograph will have a paragraph describing its background and historic 	
significance. 

b. Week 4:  Historic Trail Map in 11x17 hard copy format.

c. Week 5: Three perspective drawings and one elevation of the proposed trail. 

d. Week 6:  Tentative poster layouts/tourist brochure mock up.  Brochure example will be 
8.5X11 size paper and poster layout examples will be on 11X17 paper.  

e. Week 7: Presentations

f. Week 8:  Final poster and brochure examples in 11X17 and 8.5X11 sizes, respectively.

g. Week 9: Optional digital model in beginning stages to be viewed.

h. Week 10: Final Presentations

Project Proposal
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6) 75% Completion Presentation: The presentation will consist of completed work up to that 
point; tentative posters and brochure, map, photos and drawings, formatted into a short Power 
Point presentation.

7) Final Presentation: The presentation will consist of all deliverables; one informational poster,  
tourist brochure, and optional Sketch Up model video if completed, as well as additional Power 
Point presentation.

Project Timeline
Below is the estimated timeline of tasks over a ten week period.  Some tasks will overlap and coincide 
with one another.  Note that Some tasks are optional, and others were combined or altered in the 
final product.

Project Budget

Project Proposal



[chapter

11

client meeting agendas2
The following chapter includes  written 
agendas for the majority of client meetings that 
took place over ten weeks, from  April  through   
May.  The agendas proved to be a valuable 
way to guide client meetings and  served 
as the basis for the client meeting minutes.  

]
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Client Meeting Agenda
•Background from previous meeting
	 o	 We decided against a formal background report and decided to refer to previous 		
		  CRP 409 reports and use them as an appendix.
	 o	 We decided to use the New Jersey brochure example
	 o	 Decided that the map would be complete by 4/27/11
•Deliverables for 4/27
	 o	 Map (hand drawn) is complete except for coloring and final touches
	 o	 Sketches have been started
•Deliverables for next meeting (5/4)
	 o	 Brochure Mock-Up (hard copy)
	 o	 Final hard copy map
	 o	 Hard copy poster examples

April 27th, 2011

Client Meeting Agenda
•Background from previous meeting
	 o	 We discussed the deliverable for the next meeting.
	 o	 We decided to use the New Jersey brochure example
•Deliverables for 5/11
	 o	 Brochure Mock-Up (hard copy)
		  -	 Layout is done without pictures
	 o	 Final hard copy map (complete)
	 o	 Sketches are complete, not yet scanned
	 o	 Hard copy poster examples 
		  -	 Using example from CRP 411 community meeting posters
	 o	 Week 7 Presentations
		  -	 Poster templates ready in Draft Form
		  -	 Preliminary Power Point slides started 

May 4th, 2011
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May 18th, 2011
Client Meeting Agenda
•Deliverables for meeting (5/18)
	 o	 Completed Historic Trail Brochure
•Final Senior Project Packet Deliverables
	 o	 Guidelines: will be clarified for final formatting
	 o	 Project Description (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Signed Contract (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Weekly Minutes (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Meeting Agendas (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Case Studies (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Brochure (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Poster (digital copy)
	 o	 Design Options Discussion

Client Meeting Agenda
•Background from previous meeting
	 o	 We discussed the brochure nearing completion
	 o	 We discussed the start of our display poster for final presentation
	 o	 We discussed having a short Power Point for the final presentation and a display
•Deliverables for 5/25
	 o	 Final Brochure 
	 o	 Nearing completion of display poster
	 o	 Discuss final Power Point presentation
•Deliverables for final meeting (6/1)
	 o	 Completed Historic Trail Brochure
	 o	 Completed display poster
	 o	 Short Power Point presentation

May 25th, 2011
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[chapter client meeting minutes3
The client meeting minutes were also a 
valuable resource for organization and 
planning of the work schedule.  During 
every client meeting, alterations would 
be made to the agenda to reflect changes, 
discussions, and comments made in 
the meeting.  The minutes would then 
guide work for the following week 
and help provide interim deadlines. 

]
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April 27th, 2011

April 13th, 2011

April 20th, 2011

Client Meeting Minutes
•	 Work to date was accepted
•	 Contract signed and emailed to client
•	 Recommended to start looking for relevant people to interview
•	 Research information on additional historic structures found
•	 Start on creating historic trail map
•	 Create table of contents for draft background report
•	 Search and find relevant case studies for:
	 o	 Historic trails
	 o	 Brochures

Client Meeting Minutes
•	 It was decided that the New Jersey brochure example was best for our project
	 o	 Brochure will be 11X17 size, in color
•	 We were notified that Kevin Bocci has a similar project and we should share resources
•	 Map should be done by 4/27/11 meeting
•	 We also decided that we will no longer write our own background report due to the 		
	 thoroughness of previous reports.  
	 Instead, we will put together a bound booklet full of our final products with an executive 	
	 summary listing previous background reports as an appendix.

Client Meeting Minutes
•Deliverables for 4/27
	 o	 Map (hand drawn) is complete except for coloring and final touches
	 o	 Sketches have been started
	 o	 Check info from Kevin Bocci-Lynne Schmidts made a version of the trail
•Deliverables for next meeting (5/4)
	 o	 Brochure Mock-Up (hard copy)
	 o	 Final hard copy map
	 o	 Hard copy poster examples
	 o	 Week 7 Presentations
		  -	 Poster templates ready in Draft Form
		  -	 Preliminary Power Point slides started by 5/4
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May 4th, 2011

May 18th, 2011

Client Meeting Minutes
•	 Assemble everything in hard copy and digital format for next week
•	 Join.meeting for next week’s meeting
•	 Finished brochure, finished Power Point

Client Meeting Minutes
•Deliverables for final meeting (6/1)
	 o	 Completed Historic Trail Brochure
	 o	 Completed display poster
		  -	 Get a foam core board and clip poster to it for final presentation
	 o	 Short Power Point presentation
		  -	 16 out of 20 points on the 75% presentation
		  -	 Make sure to dress professionally
•Final Senior Project Packet Deliverables
	 o	 Guidelines: will be clarified for final formatting
	 o	 Project Description (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Signed Contract (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Weekly Minutes (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Meeting Agendas (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Case Studies (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Brochure (hard copy/digital copy)
	 o	 Poster (digital copy)
	 o	 Design Options Discussion
	

•Background from previous meeting
	 o	 We discussed the brochure nearing completion
	 o	 We discussed the start of our display poster for final presentation
	 o	 We discussed having a short Power Point for the final presentation and a display
•Deliverables for 5/25
	 o	 Final Brochure 
		  -	 Fix spelling of cemetery on the Crettol Wall section
		  -	 Fix spelling on number 8
	 o	 Nearing completion of display poster
	 o	 Discuss final Power Point presentation

May 25th, 2011
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Brocure Case Studies]4
In order to prepare a user friendly 
and well organized tourist brochure 
for the walking trail, it was important 
to investigate other real life examples 
of similar brochures.  The brochure 
case studies were taken from all over 
the country and ranged in context 
from historic walking trails to tourist 
information pamphlets. Each brochure 
was examined for organization, content, 
and graphic representation.  Finally, the 
consulting team decided to go with the 
brochure example from Morris County, 
New Jersey.  Not only was the brochure 
similar in content to the final product 
of this project, but it was also a good 
example of organization.  Within the 
Morris County brochure, the map of the 
historic trail was visible no matter how 
the document was folded.  In this way, 
it would be possible for tour followers 
to always be able to see their location 
in relation to the rest of the historic 
stops as well as the entire community.  



18

    Morris County Tourism Bureau  6 Court Street
Welcome to Morristown, county seat of Morris. 
Our town was listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1973 and expanded in 1986 to 
include 700 civic, commercial and residential 
buildings. Originally settled c. 1715, the town 
grew after the discovery of iron in the surround-
ing hills. General George Washington brought 
the Continental Army twice to the area for winter 
encampments. Stop by the office to plan your 

stay and to pick up maps, brochures and coupons. The Tourism Bureau 
offers programming such as guided tours and scavenger hunts, and 
has a gift shop. The office is open Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. 
and Saturday mornings during the summer. 

2 Morris County Courthouse Washington & Court Streets
This is the county’s third courthouse, built in 1827, 
and one of the best examples in New Jersey of a 
public building in the Federal style. For many years 
bells rang from the belfry to signal the start of court 
and to alert the town if there was a fire. The wood-
en Lady Justice above the front entrance holds a 
scale to symbolize the balanced judicial system 
and a sword to represent the protection of individ-
ual rights. Note she is not blindfolded. Court Room 

One has been preserved to look as it did in 1827. 

3 First Baptist Church  51 Washington Street
This is the second oldest congregation in Mor-
ristown, established in June 1752. This is the 
congregation’s fourth church building, built in 
1892. The church was originally located on the 
Green and served as a hospital for smallpox vic-
tims at the time of the American Revolution. This 
Romanesque Revival church suffered a devas-
tating fire in 2000 and has been restored.

4 Arnold’s Tavern Plaque  20 N. Park Place
The blue State of NJ heritage plaque marks the site 
of General George Washington’s headquarters dur-
ing the winter of 1777, following his victories at Tren-
ton and Princeton. It was here that Washington is-
sued the proclamation requiring all people in America 
to swear allegiance to the United States. The tavern 
was built c. 1764 by Samuel Arnold and operated for 
100 years before it was moved to Mount Kemble Av-

enue after the owner planned to raze it.The building served as a boarding 
house, then All Souls Hospital, before burning in 1918. Arnold’s Tavern was 
a popular tourist attraction following the American Revolution, and people 
came from around the world to visit the site because of its association with 
George Washington.

5 Morristown Green  Town Center
The 2.5 acre Green dates from 1715, appearing on 
early maps of the area. Originally used as pasture 
land for early settlers, during the American Revolu-
tion it was used as a military parade ground. The 
Green was the site of the first county courthouse and 
jail, early churches and commercial buildings. Impor-
tant statues on the Green are “Soldier at Rest” 
(1871), “Patriot’s Farewell” (2001) and “The Alliance” 

statue of Washington, Hamilton and Lafayette (2007). The privately-owned 
public park underwent a major renovation in 2007, with the addition of 
plaques that explain the history of the Green. Other places of note in and 
around the Green include the granite “E Pluribus Unum” medallion in the 
central plaza, the Liberty Pole, the stone marker for the first courthouse, the 
time capsule, the American Elm tree, the Methodist Church, the Post Of-
fice, and the plaques that tell the stories of the Alexander Carmichael 
House and Continental Storehouse. Relax near the Patriot’s Farewell foun-
tain, the central plaza’s puddingstone bench or by the game tables. The 
Morristown Green is one of only two greens in New Jersey to have survived 
down to the present day and remains central to the life of the town, hosting 
political and cultural events throughout the year. 

6 Patriots Memorial Frieze 1 N. Park Place & Speedwell Ave.
Twelve medallions along the upper part of the Cen-
tury 21 Department Store building feature founders 
and important citizens of Morristown. Five of the 
twelve medallions depict persons interred in the 
Presbyterian Church Burying Ground across the 
street. Among those featured are Reverend Timothy 
Johnes, Jacob Arnold, Jacob Ford, Jr., Alfred Vail, 
Silas Condict and Tempe Wick.

7 Morris Frank and “Buddy” Statue   
Island between N. Park Place and E. Park Place

The statue is by J. Seward Johnson of the founder of 
“The Seeing Eye”, Morris Frank, and his dog “Bud-
dy”. “The Seeing Eye” is located in nearby Morris 
Township and was North America’s first dog guide 
school, established in 1929. The statue was placed 
near the Green in 2005. 

8 Presbyterian Church & Burying Ground 57 E. Park Place
This was the first congregation founded in Morris-
town, c. 1733. The current edifice (1893) is the third 
on the site. The Gothic Chapel on the left of the main 
building dates from 1863. The graveyard behind the 
church is the final resting place of over 1,700 indi-
viduals. The earliest tombstone is dated 1731, and 
fully 1,500 of those at rest died prior to 1850, includ-
ing 138 who served in the American Revolution. The 
church served as a hospital for victims of smallpox in 

1777. It is believed that an untold number of victims of the epidemic were 
buried in one or more mass graves at that time.

9 Sansay House  17 DeHart Street
This was the residence of Monsieur Louis Sansay, a 
Frenchman from Santo Domingo, built in 1807. Sansay 
was Morristown’s dancing master and taught classes 
here. On July 14, 1825 a banquet was held here in 
honor of the “Nation’s Guest”, the Marquis de Lafay-
ette. From 1872 to 1880 this was the home of General 
Joseph Warren Revere, Civil War Brigadier-Com-
mander and Paul Revere’s grandson. Private offices.

10 General Porter House  1 Farragut Place
This Victorian is in the Colonial Revival design with 
Queen Anne details. It was built between 1880 and 
1890 by General Fitz John Porter. Educated at West 
Point, he served during the Civil War under General 
Robert E. Lee. Note the unusual double bay win-
dows which face Macculloch Avenue. Private home.

11 Admiral Rogers House  40 Macculloch Avenue
This is a vernacular Victorian home in the Gothic Re-
vival style, built in 1852 by C. Raymond Perry Rogers. 
Admiral Rogers was the superintendent of the Naval 
Academy from 1874 to 1878. Rogers was the nephew 
of three naval commanders, including Oliver Hazard 
Perry. The wisteria which hangs from the front porch 
was a gift from Commodore Matthew C. Perry whose 
historic 1854 expedition was largely responsible for 
opening Japan to western trade. Private home.

12 Macculloch Hall  45 Macculloch Avenue
This Federal style brick mansion was built between 
1810 to 1819 by George Perrot Macculloch, the “Fa-
ther of the Morris Canal”. It is the oldest brick struc-
ture in Morristown on its original foundation. Five 
generations of the Macculloch family have lived 
here. It is now a house museum which holds 18th 
and 19th century decorative arts and the largest col-
lection of works by political cartoonist and former 
neighbor Thomas Nast. The garden behind the man-

sion is the oldest in Morris County and is open dawn to dusk each day. It 
holds many varieties of roses, some unique to this garden. The first docu-
mented “Jersey” tomato was grown here. Wisteria from Commodore Per-
ry’s Japan expedition hangs from the back porch..

13 The Kedge  49 Macculloch Avenue
This unusual home was built between 1870 and 
1880 by Henry Miller, a grandson of George 
Macculloch. Originally built as a summer cot-
tage, generations of Maccullochs have lived 
here. Henry Miller had a distinguished career as 
a lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy. A 
kedge” is a small anchor. Private home.

14 Villa Fontana: Thomas Nast House   
50 Macculloch Avenue

The site is one of four National Historic Land-
marks in Morris County. It derives its name from 
the front yard’s fountain which has the original ba-
sin. The house was built c. 1865 in the Second 
Empire style, and received landmark status in 
1964. Renovations have resulted in the neo-clas-
sical Victorian seen today. This was home to po-
litical cartoonist, Thomas Nast, and his family 
from 1872 to 1902. Nast created the images of 

Columbia, Santa Claus, the Republican Elephant, Democratic Donkey, 
Tammany Tiger and Uncle Sam. His cartoons influenced the outcomes 
of several presidential elections. The interiors of the home and surround-
ing streetscapes appeared in many of Nast’s drawings. Guests to the 
Nasts’ home included Mark Twain and Ulysses S. Grant. Private home.

15 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church & Graveyard   
South and Miller Streets

Congregation was founded in 1827 and met orig-
inally at Macculloch Hall. This church, in the 
Gothic Revival style with a Norman tower, was 
built beginning in 1897 and was designed by the 
New York architectural firm of McKim, Mead and 
White. Inside is a carillon with bells cast in Eng-
land, imported stained glass windows, a chapel 
window of Tiffany glass and a Spanish rood 
screen. Since no stone was put in place until it 

was paid for, the church took 24 years to complete. In the graveyard are 
many Macculloch family members, Millers, Fords and Vails, including 
Alfred Vail, co-inventor of the electromagnetic telegraph with Samuel 
F.B. Morse. The unusual table-top gravestones were used by family 
members who would visit their loved ones and picnic in the graveyard.

16 Joint Free Public Library of  Morristown and 
Morris Township  1 Miller Road

Originally was the site of the Library and Lyceum 
which opened in 1878 and hosted the most cel-
ebrated performers and lecturers of the day in-
cluding Mark Twain, Henry Ward Beecher and 
Woodrow Wilson. It was destroyed by fire in 
1914. This library, in Gothic Revival style, was 
built to harmonize with St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church and dates from 1917. Colored glass me-
dallions feature Columbus’ ships, printers’ marks 

and monograms of five great American poets. The library houses a 
children’s department and the North Jersey History and Genealogy 
Center. Thomas Nast’s monumental original cartoon, “Swinging Round 
the Circle,” hangs in the library. This cartoon was part of his 1867 
Grand Caricaturama show which toured the US. The cartoon was re-
stored and hung in 1990.

ich in historic lore and tradition, Morristown 
was, and is, a great city approaching its 300th 
anniversary.

Located approximately 30 miles northwest 
of  New York City, the Morristown area 

was originally inhabited by the Lenni Lenape Indians, and 
then settled by New Englanders and East New Jerseyites 
of  European origin in the early 1700s.

Morris County was formed by an Act of  the State 
Legislature on March 15, 1738.  Several years after 

its founding, the community of  West, or New, Hanover 
was renamed “Morris Town” and designated the county 
seat of  government.

During the Revolutionary War and down to today, 
Morristown has been known as The Military Capital 

of  the American Revolution, playing host during two 
winters to General George Washington and the Con-
tinental Army.  Much of  the history of  these winter 
encampments is preserved today at Morristown National 
Historical Park, the country’s first national historical park, 
which opened in 1933.

In the years following the Revolutionary War, Morris 
County became a leader in the iron ore mining and 

fabrication industry.  It was in Morristown that the steam 
boiler and some of  the machinery for the S.S. Savannah, 
the first steamship to cross the Atlantic Ocean, were 
crafted, and where the telegraph was perfected by Mor-
ristown native Alfred Vail at national landmark Historic 
Speedwell.  The old barn in which Vail and Samuel Morse 
conducted their experiments and sent the first telegraph 
message, “A patient waiter is no loser”, still stands. 

In 1831 construction began on the Morris Canal, con-
ceived and developed by Morristown resident George 

Macculloch.  Crossing the state from Phillipsburg to Jer-
sey City, a distance of  102 miles, it played a major role in 
the movement of  iron ore, coal and farm produce from 
mines and farms to factories and population centers.

By 1900 the nation’s business and financial leaders, 
seeking a getaway from New York City, discovered 

the Morristown area.  Within a few years, more million-
aires lived within a three-mile radius of  the Morristown 
Green than anywhere else in the United States or in the 
world. Some of  their opulent Gilded Age mansions have 
survived down to today.

MORRISTOWN HISTORYAdditional Historic Sites Near 
Downtown Morristown

Craftsman Farms
2352 Route 10 West at Manor Lane, Parsippany  
973-540-1165
A large log house that was the home of Gustav Stickley, a lead-
ing figure in the American Arts & Crafts movement from 1900 to 
1915. He was best known for his design of plain, honest “mis-
sion” oak furniture. Special exhibits, demonstrations and talks.

Museum of  Early Trades and Crafts
Main St. & Green Village Road, Madison  973-377-2982
This century-old Romanesque Revival building holds ex-
hibits that commemorate life in the 18th and early 19th 
century in northern New Jersey. Displays include col-
lections of craftsmen and homemakers tools, a recon-
structed schoolroom and a full-size colonial kitchen.

The Frelinghuysen Arboretum
53 East Hanover Avenue, Morris Township 
973-326-7600
An extensive collection of trees, shrubs and demonstra-
tion gardens featuring plants suited to the soils and climate 
of Morris County. Colonial Revival House, built in 1891.  
Carriage collection.

Acorn Hall
68 Morris Avenue, Morristown  973-267-3465
A Victorian mansion that retains 95 percent of its original furnish-
ings, plus other examples of Victoriana. It includes costumes, 
furnishings and “made-in-Morristown” pieces. The landscaped 
Victorian garden features 19th century flowers and shrubs.
Home of the Morris County Historical Society.      

Fosterfields Living Historical Farm
73 Kahdena Road, Morristown  973-326-7645
This preserved, working 19th century farm of Charles Fos-
ter and his daughter, Caroline, includes the historic “Wil-
lows,” the Fosters’ Gothic Revival home built in 1854 by 
Paul Revere’s grandson, General Joseph Warren Revere.

Historic Speedwell
333 Speedwell Avenue, Morristown  973-285-6550
Eight buildings and their collections capture life dur-
ing the American Industrial Revolution. The machin-
ery for the first trans-Atlantic steamship, S.S. Savannah, 
was developed here, and Alfred Vail and Samuel F.B. 
Morse demonstrated the first electromagnetic telegraph.

The Morris Museum
6 Normandy Heights Road, Morris Township 973-971-3700
The third largest general museum in New Jersey, with 
permanent and changing exhibits. Georgian-style man-
sion designed by Stanford White for the Peter H.B. Frel-
inghuysen family in 1913. Home of the Musical Instru-
ments and Living Dolls collection and the Bickford Theatre.

Morristown National Historical Park
30 Washington Place, Morristown  973-539-2016 ext. 210
Commemorates two winter encampments of General George 
Washington and the Continental Army during the Revolutionary 
War. Mansion, museum, and gift shop are at the Washington’s 
Headquarters Unit; Visitors Center, Wick farmhouse, tour road 
and twenty miles of hiking trails are at the Jockey Hollow Unit.

The Schuyler-Hamilton House Museum
5 Olyphant Place, Morristown  973-539-7502
The colonial home of Dr. Jabez Campfield, it was used by 
General Washington’s personal physician, Dr. John Cochrane. 
Also Washington’s aide, Colonel Alexander Hamilton, court-
ed houseguest, Betsy Schuyler, here. The furniture collec-
tion includes notable pieces of tiger maple from 1770-1812.

6 Court Street 
Morristown, NJ 07960 
Tel: 973-631-5151 
www.morristourism.org

R
17 Vail Mansion  110 South Street

Located at the end of a long reflecting pool is a 
home built for Theodore Vail, chief architect of 
the Bell System, twice its president, and cousin 
of Alfred Vail, co-inventor of the electromag-
netic telegraph. In the Italian Renaissance 
palazzo style, it was built of marble and granite 
by 1918 to house Vail’s art collections. Begin-
ning in 1922 it served as Morristown’s Town 

Hall. It now serves as a centerpiece for new luxury residences. Note 
the bronze doors of the mansion which feature eight panels depicting 
important events in Morristown history.

18 Wood Farmhouse  83 South Street
Recently restored, the Wood farmhouse dates 
from the late 18th century and was home for 
many generations to the prominent James 
Wood family. On July 14, 1825 the Marquis de 
Lafayette slept here during his visit to Morris-
town as the “Nation’s Guest”. From 1922 to 
1961 it housed the Woman’s Work and Art Ex-
change, a non-profit organization that served 

as a retail outlet for women selling their hand-made goods. The house 
has been used as commercial space and is owned by the library. 

19 Dr. Lewis Condict House  51 South Street
Dr. Lewis Condict was a nephew of Silas Con-
dict and member of the Continental Congress. 
Dr. Condict built this 1797 Federal style resi-
dence. A local politician, physician and busi-
nessman, he graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania, was the first President of the 
Morris County Medical Society, served three 
years as President of the NJ Medical Society 

and Second Vice President of the American Medical Society. Dr. Con-
dict introduced a new British smallpox vaccine to America by publicly 
inoculating his two-year-old daughter on the front steps. On July 14, 
1825, Dr. Condict gave the welcoming address to General Lafayette 
on his return to Morristown as the “Nation’s Guest”. In 1936 the Wom-
an’s Club of Morristown purchased the home from members of the 
Seth Thomas clock family and are the current conservators of the 
house.

20 Church of  the Redeemer  36 South Street
This Gothic Revival Church was built in 1917 to 
replace a prior structure built here in 1886. The 
congregation was founded by a group of Mor-
ristown citizens in 1852 who were former mem-
bers of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. The par-
ish campus contains three separate stone 
structures: a Norman Gothic church seating 
375, a two-story Parish House, and a twelve-

room rectory. The first church wardens were William Duer, former 
president of Columbia College in New York City, and Alfred Vail, co-
inventor with Samuel F. B. Morse of the electromagnetic telegraph.

Funding for this project was provided in part through the Cooperative Marketing Grant 
Program of the New Jersey Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism 
Graphic Design: Gene Cass
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At the time of Ballard’s incorporation in 1889, it was the second largest city in the new state of

Washington. Originally, Ballard Avenue was the central commercial district for the city and was

filled with hotels, dry goods stores, taverns, and livery stables, all interspersed with residences.

Just a block away was the bustling Salmon Bay waterfront where shingle and lumber mills flour-

ished and set the pace for Ballard’s growth. In 1907 Ballard was annexed to the city of Seattle. 

It was not until the 1920s and 30s that many businesses moved to Market Street, ultimately 

fostering the decline of Ballard Avenue. During the 1970s, local residents anticipated the eventual

destruction of Ballard Avenue and lobbied for landmark status. In 1976 Ballard Avenue was 

designated as a local and national historic district. We all now benefit from the new revival of

Ballard Avenue, thanks to those forward-thinking preservationists.

About Ballard

We hope you enjoy this tour and in the process learn a bit of Ballard history!

www.ballardhistory.org

Design: Sarah O’Rourke
Editorial: Liza Ewell
Photos: Courtesy of the Ballard 
Historical Society, MOHAI and 
the Puget Sound Archives

Dedicated to the preservation

and celebration of Ballard 

history, the Ballard Historical

Society presents educational

programs, historical exhibits,

and publications on Ballard’s

rich history. Visit our web site

www.ballardhistory.org for

more information and to see

our extensive archive of 

historical Ballard photo-

graphs. Members of the 

Ballard Historical Society 

receive a discount on all 

photo reproductions. 

The quaint wooden frame structure at 5341 Ballard Avenue 
(ca. 1880) is in the same style as the early buildings on Ballard
Avenue. However, this structure is actually a transplant, made
up of two homes saved from demolition in Seattle’s International
District. These little houses have a colorful past of their own,

reportedly housing a bordello at their original location. 

5323 Ballard Avenue
G.S. Sanborn Building. The Sanborn Building is one of the
most noteworthy Ballard Avenue structures. It is the sole

example in the district of the Romanesque architecture style popular-
ized by architect H.H. Richardson in the eastern United States in the
1880s-1900. The building is wholly faced in sandstone. The central
tripartite bay of its third story is surmounted by a bold round arch,
the division pierced by many small openings. Early on it housed
French & Nelson Dry Goods, later followed by Hauff’s Department
Store (from 1913-18), both landmark businesses during Ballard
Avenue’s early years.

1901

5

The building features
stone window lintels

and sills, as well as a decora-
tive brick cornice with metal
cap piece, and was carefully
restored in the 1980s. Typical
of commercial buildings
along Ballard Avenue, the
upper-level of this structure
once served as a hotel,
providing rooms for fisher-

men and mill workers while the street level was occupied by grocers,
meat markets and dry goods stores. This 1906 photograph shows the
exterior of Peterson & Jenson’s “The People’s Store,” which occupied
the ground level when the Princess Hotel was upstairs. 

Until about 1904, most
of the buildings along

Ballard Avenue were wood-
frame structures. Originally
this building was the home of
the popular European Bakery;
subsequently DiSalvo’s, a “mom
and pop” tavern, was here for
thirty years. The building was
remodeled in 1968 to reflect its
original style. 

The Portland Building.
This structure is one of

the best examples of decorative
brick work on Ballard Avenue.
Many long-standing businesses,
such as Cascade Drug,
Halverson’s Dry Goods, and
J.C. Penney occupied this
building during Ballard
Avenue’s heyday. In the 1950s
through 1970s the corner

storefront was used as a tavern with various names, including The Cedars
and The Buffalo. The building was painstakingly renovated in 1985.

1904

5443 – 5447 Ballard Avenue

1

ca. 1890

5411 Ballard Avenue

2

5403 – 5407 Ballard Avenue

31901

This triangular corner
building is distin-

guished by its rusticated
stone facing. The clustered
column piers are topped with
heavy caps carved in a styl-
ized leaf motif. For many
years this storefront was the
home of the A.W. Preston
Drug Store. From 1915 to
1929 the fourth Bartell

Drugs in the region was located here until that company followed the
commercial exodus to Market Street. In the 1950s it was the home of
Dahlsbo Sporting Goods, a small local company that grew to become
the regional Olympic Sporting Goods chain.

1901

5345 – 5349 Ballard Avenue

4

Ballard Savings and
Loan Building. This

elegant little building is a
modest-scale expression of
the neo-classical revival style
that was much favored in this
period for large banks across
the United States. Note the
pediment that graces the
front roofline and contains a
cornucopia with the word

“Thrift.” Ballard Savings and Loan moved here in 1917 and flourished,
surviving the Great Depression. In 1946 it was ranked first among
Seattle’s savings institutions in increases in savings, number of deposits
and assets – a real testimony to Ballard’s thrift-minded Scandinavian and
Midwestern population.

1914

5301 Ballard Avenue 

6

C.D. Stimson Company
Office. This compact Arts

and Crafts style brick building
was designed by nationally
known architect Kirtland and 
K. Cutter of Spokane, who also
designed the Stimson-Green
Mansion. Originally this was
the Paymaster’s Building for the
Stimson Lumber Mill, which
was the largest lumber mill in

Ballard and was located across the street on the shores of Salmon Bay. 

1913

2116 Vernon Place NW

7

This was the site of the
Ballard Feed Company. In

1903 the owner of Ballard Feed,
A. J. Boyd, purchased the
Ballard Livery & Transfer
Company and under his stew-
ardship the Livery & Transfer
Company became one of the
largest companies of its kind in
Seattle. The  William Appleman
Barber Shop was located here at

a later date. The present owners meticulously restored the building in 1982.

1897

5135 Ballard Avenue NW

8

From 1905-1918 this
building housed the North

Star Bar and Hotel. A typical
mill worker haven, the North
Star was a place where men
could relax after long hours in
treacherous working conditions
at the mills and then retire
upstairs to their sleeping rooms.
During Prohibition the business
changed to the Ballard Hand

Laundry, but in fact it may have continued to function as a speakeasy.
In 1971, Bob and Ann LeCoump began restoring the old building, which
sparked the preservation movement on Ballard Avenue.

This establishment is
reportedly one of the

oldest taverns still operating 
in the Seattle area. Charles
Swanson and Nick Johnson
acquired a liquor license in
1902 for their establishment,
the Owl. Shortly thereafter Axel
Johnson took over as owner and
barkeep. He was described as
“a big, genial man, who knows

practically everybody in Ballard.” During Prohibition, the bar was renamed
the Owl Café. The ornate mahogany bar seen in this picture still exists in
the current establishment. 

1905

5101 Ballard Avenue

9

1902

5140 Ballard Avenue

10
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Wegener
Building. Through the
1890s this was the most
imposing structure in
Ballard, and was unrivaled
for grandeur and style with
it’s elaborate sheet metal
cornice. Owners Cors and
Wegener operated an ele-
gant wine room in the

1890s-1910s at street level, with a separate ladies entrance and a pri-
vate room. The clacking of typewriters and pounding of presses in the
second floor offices of the Ballard News could be heard for many years.

5000 – 5004 20th Avenue NW

111893

Junction Building.
This building, once

boasting a third floor and
corner turret, was one of the
largest early brick structures
along Ballard Avenue. In
the early years Junction Hall
was an important part of the
Ballard community as the
site of many community
dances and meetings. The

Crystal Theater once occupied a space at street level. A variety of cafes,
saloons and other businesses occupied the many storefront spaces, and
professional offices were located upstairs. H.E. Peck, attorney and the
last elected mayor of Ballard, once had offices in this building.

5200 – 5210 Ballard Avenue 

121890

Elks Building.
This block was

built by the Matthes
Brothers, proprietors of the
Old Home Saloon, and was
originally a two-story
building. The Elks pur-
chased the building in 1905
and for many years the
Elks Hall was located on
the upper floor. The entry-

way tiles proclaim that during the “dry years” of Prohibition this was
the home of the Ballard Branch of the Dexter-Horton Bank. In the
1980s the Olympic Health Club purchased the building and incorpo-
rated the neighboring building on Leary Avenue.

5226 – 5228 Ballard Avenue

131903

Scandinavian
American Bank

Building. This two-story
structure is an example of
the Second Empire Baroque
style. The concrete veneer
is treated to give the appear-
ance of smooth-dressed
stone, an example of the art
of imitation fashionable in
this period. “Vermiculated”

cornerstones and keystones, together with a low mansard roof and
curvilinear corner crest ornaments, complete the expression of this
style. The Scandinavian American Bank was housed here and was the
focus of a local scandal when it was closed in the late 1920s. 

5300 Ballard Avenue

141902

Commemorative Bell Tower. Upon
this corner the City Hall of the

Municipality of Ballard once stood. City
offices, the jail, meeting rooms and even the
fire department hose company were at one
time quartered here at “Hose Hall.” A ball-
room and banquet hall occupied the third
floor and after annexation, this building
became the local precinct house. The earth-
quakes of 1949 and 1965 weakened the
building, however, and the old landmark
was demolished in 1965. The building’s

columns and bell were saved from the wrecking ball and were incor-
porated into a commemorative bell tower. 

22nd Avenue NW 
and Ballard Avenue

151899

Directly across 22nd Avenue NW is the former site of the
Sunset Hotel. Constructed in 1891, the Sunset housed
Ballard’s original post office, meeting and dance halls, 

and retail shops. The Ballard landmark was demolished in
2003 due to extensive fire damage.

Built in 1908 for
the Fitzgerald &

Hynes Department Store,
this stately building was
constructed for a mere
$15,000. The upper floor
was leased by the Ballard
Aerie of Eagles for two
decades. Then, in the
1930s, Willy’s New Car
Sales & Dealership took up

residence. During the 1950s the building housed the Ballard News
Tribune printing plant. 

5410 Ballard Avenue

161908

Ballard Building. Built in
the second Renaissance

revival style, this building was
designed by William R. Grant and
constructed by the Fraternal Order
of the Eagles. Opening in the 1920s,
the Bagdad Theater, then the largest
movie house in Seattle’s north end,
occupied the lower level for three
decades. Lafferty’s Drug Store,
well known for ice creams and hot

lunches as well as prescription service, occupied the street level for many
years. The third floor housed Ballard’s community hospital from 1928 to 1954.

2215 – 2225 NW Market Street

171923

Majestic Theatre. When
the Majestic Theatre

opened in 1915, it was a “picture
palace” offering a show that com-
bined vaudeville acts with silent
movies. In 1929, with the advent
of “talkies,” it became the Roxy
movie house. In 1948 architect B.
Marcus Priteca created a new façade
and the theater was renamed the
Bay. In 1988 the Bay celebrated its

75th anniversary and was believed to be the oldest single-screen movie house
still in operation west of the Mississippi. Subsequently Ken and Marleen
Alhadeff bought the building and built a new $5 million theater on the site.

2044 NW Market Street 

181914

Fire Station #18.
This picturesque brick

building with stepped gables and
strut-supported eaves was designed
by the Seattle firm of Bebb &
Mendel. It served the community
for 62 years and was the oldest
active fire station in Seattle. In the
1970s a battle over construction of
a new facility threatened its survival
but fortunately the old firehouse

was spared and a new station was built a few blocks to the east. 

5429 Russell Avenue

201907

Carnegie Library. The
women of early Ballard

established a public reading room
in the late 1890s. A few years
later Andrew Carnegie funded the
construction of this library, the first
Carnegie Library in the region.
Well-known architect Henderson
Ryan designed the Classical Revival
style building which served as a
community lending library, school

library, and center for language and naturalization classes for sixty years. 

2026 NW Market Street

191904
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For more information call: 
507-387-8516

www.ci.mankato.mn.us
or the

Blue Earth County Historical Society
507-345-5566

www.rootsweb.com/~mnbechs

“Three years from its founding, Mankato assumed its position as
the leading city in population and wealth in the Minnesota
Valley and it stands so today. Of thrilling interest is its history
and worthy of commemoration the valorous deeds of its
pioneers. Wonderful the transformation they have made in
turning the wilderness maze into a great orderly emporium of
trade. The lonely Indian trail of 50 years ago has become a busy
street, bounded with magnificent marts of trade, the forest clad
hillside has become lined with stately halls of learning and
justice, the swampy valley, flood-torn and thicket-tangled, has
become beautiful with palatial homes and magnificent
sanctuaries, and the death-like stillness of a desolate waste has
been made to pulse with commercial, educational and spiritual
life. All honor to the founders of this metropolis of Southern
Minnesota, and to all the time-scarred veterans of the
Wilderness—the heroes of the log cabin—whose toil, courage
and sacrifice have bequeathed to us such a splendid heritage.”

Thomas Hughes, Mankato—Its First Fifty Years 1852-1902

Hubbard House in the Fall by Jack Madsen, Good Thunder

City on the River, Mankato, Minnesota

Flowers in Old Town Mankato by Mandy Lamprecht, Mankato

25. Also of Interest—
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1. Pioneer Memorial Park
1351 North Sixth Street 

This is one of the oldest cemeteries in
Mankato. Pioneer Memorial Park, known to
Mankato residents as “Pioneer Cemetery,” 
was the site of two nineteenth-century burial
grounds. Memorial Day services have been 
held at this site since the end of WWI. 

2. Save Mor Jewelry
816 North Second Street 

This building is believed to be the oldest
building in Mankato. The original structure
was built of Mankato Kasota stone by George
Maxfield, owner of Mankato’s first quarry. It
served as the office for the nearby quarry. In the
early days of Mankato’s history and especially in
the north end of town, it was quite common for
buildings to serve dual purposes, such as a dwelling and business.

3. Hubbard Mill
424 Riverfront Drive 

Built in 1878 by R. D. Hubbard, it was the
largest flour mill in southern Minnesota. It is
now operated by Cargill. It was originally a
water powered roller mill and then it was
converted to steam power. The dominating
smokestack is a landmark in Mankato. It is said
that machinery inside is essentially the same as
when it was installed almost 130 years ago. 
It represents the strong agricultural industry in Mankato.

4. Old Town
Plum to Vine Streets

Along Riverfront Drive, from Plum Street to Vine
Street are 1890s to 1900s commercial buildings,
which showcase some of the oldest architecture in
town. Industries like the former Hubbard Milling,
Bierbauer Brewery and present-day Dotson
Company represent some important industries of
Mankato’s past and present. Some of the great 
hotels of this time were located here—Minnesota
House, Ben Pay and Burton. This building, once the Stahl House, is a classic
19th-century, two-story structure of soft (local) red brick from across the
river in North Mankato. It is trimmed in Mankato Kasota limestone.

5. Reconciliation Park
100 North Riverfront Drive

On September 19, 1997, Reconciliation Park was
dedicated. The park is the site of the largest mass
execution in U.S. history where 38 Dakota Indians
were hanged by the government. This was the
result of trials during the U.S. Dakota Conflict of
1862. Tom Miller sculpted the buffalo from a 
67-ton block of local Kasota limestone; it is
surrounded by native flowers and prairie grasses. The
buffalo symbolizes the spiritual survival of the Dakota People and honors the
Dakota heritage of this area. The park is a site to reflect, meditate and
remember. “A reconciliation for all people.” Dakota Elder Amos Owen, 1997.

6. Dakota Warrior
100 East Main Street

The statue “Winter Warrior” was inspired by the
“Year of Reconciliation.” 1987 was proclaimed
the “Year of Reconciliation” by Governor Rudy
Perpich. It was a statewide attempt to foster
healing and education between non-Dakota and
Dakota People. The statue was unveiled on
December 26, 1987, near the site of the 1862
hanging of 38 Dakota Indians. The statue was
carved by Tom Miller and weighs two tons and stands six feet tall.

7. Union School
200 North Broad Street

The original seat of education in Mankato is
located on Broad Street between Mulberry and
Plum at the present site of the Union Office
building. On this site there have been no less
than three school buildings. The earliest school
in Mankato was in a one-story log building,
erected in 1855. It contained one room that
would likely fit into one end of a current high
school gymnasium. In 1867, with enrollment increased, the log structure
yielded to the first high school in southern Minnesota. By 1919, the old
Union School building yielded to the wrecking ball to make way for a
new grade school.  Meanwhile in 1891, a new Mankato High School
building came into existence on South Fifth Street. Union Grade School
ceased operations in recent years and the building is preserved as an
office building.

8. Washington Park
215 Fourth Street North

In 1868, the main railroad line was known as
the “Fourth Street Route” and the railroad yard
occupied the Fourth Street right-of-way from
Madison Avenue to Mulberry Street. The
timber-framed depot was the showcase on this
route. Directly north of the depot, across
Washington Street, were a freight house, a four-
stall brick engine house, turntable and a nearby
stockyard. A branch line of the Mankato Streetcar Railway Company also
provided horse-drawn transportation between the depot grounds and
downtown Mankato. 

The site was officially vacated by the railroad in 1912. Washington Park
was dedicated in 1915 by City of Mankato officials, citizens and guests.
There was once a massive fountain located in the center of the park.

9. St. Peter and Paul’s
Catholic Church
105 North Fifth Street 

The church was built in 1873 as the parish
church for the German immigrant community
in Mankato. A grade school and a high school
followed. It has the distinction of being one of
the only pieces of land in Mankato owned by
the original group. This immense massive Gothic
structure stands as one of Mankato’s most visible
landmarks. 

10. Carnegie Library 
120 South Broad Street 

Built in 1900 with a grant of $40,000 from the
Carnegie Foundation, the Carnegie Library
served as the county and city library until 1977.
The broad Roman arches provided abundant
light needed in all grand libraries. It has served
as a theater and is now a community art center.
This building is featured in the book, Betsy and
Tacy Go Downtown by Maud Hart Lovelace.

11. Courthouse
204 South Fifth Street

The Blue Earth County Courthouse on South
Fifth Street, built of Mankato stone and
limestone in the French-Italian Renaissance
style, was completed on October 1, 1889, 35
years after the land was surveyed and almost
$50,000 over its original $75,000 budget. 
The new courthouse was considered the finest 
in the state.

12. Old Main 
301 South 5th Street 

Old Main sat at the center of the original
Mankato Normal School (now Minnesota State
University, Mankato). This building was built
in 1922 after a fire destroyed the original
building. Several of the buildings that surround
Old Main were once part of the original
campus. The Government Center served as
Lincoln Library and the Nichols building, Cherry Ridge and Colonial
Square apartments were Searing, Buck and Cooper dormitories. As the
University grew they expanded on top of the hill in 1958, operating a
“highland campus” and “valley campus” (also known as lower campus)
until 1980.

13. Sinclair Lewis’
Summer Home
315 South Broad Street 

The J. W. Schmitt home was Sinclair Lewis’
family residence during the summer of 1919.
The author wrote much of his novel Main Street
in the house and was fond of taking a horse and
buggy out into the bluffs to enjoy views of the
Minnesota River valley. Lewis once stated about
Mankato, “I am here in this Minnesota town . . . and I like it; like the
friendliness, the neighborliness and the glorious sweeps of the country
round about.” Main Street was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.

14. Masonic Temple 
309 South Second Street

This building was built in 1877 for the
Masonic Order. It was remodeled in 1916 to be
the building you see today. Its copper-plated
metal cornices are a unique feature of this
building. 

15. Downtown City Center
113 East Hickory Street

Several historical buildings are located in
downtown Mankato: the First National Bank,
Graif Building, Lasalle and Martin buildings.
One of Mankato’s most stylized buildings is the
Ellerbe Building (formerly the First National
Bank building). It has a unique architectural
style—the Prairie School Style, made 
famous by Frank Lloyd Wright. Notice the 
use of repeating green stone and red brick.  

16. Post Office 
401 South Second Street

This building was built in 1895 and remodeled
in 1933 to the structure seen today. It is
constructed of Mankato Kasota stone. Since it
blends seamlessly, you can’t tell the difference
between additions. The second floor was used
for Federal offices and courts. Those who
served our country during the last great wars left
from here. 

17. Cray Mansion 
603 South Second Street 

Judge Loren Cray built this house in 1897, 
for his wife, Lulu, at the cost of $13,000. One of
Mankato’s noted architects, Frank Thayer, prepared
the plans for the house. This is a two-and-a-half-
story Queen Anne with Classical and Romanesque
detailing. The structure is of Chaska buff brick,
with pink rock-faced granite used at the base of the
building. Notice the arches on the rear porch on the south side, and how it is
repeated in the brick on the attic balconies. A full-height circular corner tower
dominates the house which was built for entertaining. There were three guest
bedrooms and a ballroom on the third floor.

18. Hubbard House
606 South Broad Street  

Rensselaer D. Hubbard built this house in 1871.
A major remodeling of the house was done in
1888. The house is French Second Empire style. It
is constructed of brick and wood on a basement of
cut stone. The main house is three stories with a
Mansard roof of colored slate shingles. During the
remodel, the servants’ quarters, fireplaces, a bay
window and office were added and all the woodwork
was replaced. The house was described as one of the finest homes in
Mankato. It had one of the first telephones, indoor plumbing, electricity 
and the most modern conveniences of the time.

19. Lincoln Park
200 Lincoln Street

Lincoln Park was a gift to Mankato from John H. Ray
in the 1890s. In 1893, a bronze statue of a Civil War
Union Soldier atop a fountain was added to the park.
The fountain and statue were replaced by a stone
tablet honoring Civil War Veterans in 1935. In 1900,
a Spanish-American War cannon was dedicated as a
memorial. In 1909 the cannon was loaded and fired by a
group of kids; the blast broke house windows on all sides of the park. A 300-year-
old elm tree, affectionately known as the Lincoln Elm, stood proudly at the park
until 1984. With a quality blend of 19th- and early 20th-century architecture, the
Lincoln Park neighborhood was listed on the National Register of Historic Places
in 1995. As it remains today, it is one of the most intact late 19th- and 20th-
century well-maintained residential neighborhoods in outstate Minnesota.

20. Highland Park 
950 Warren Street 

A surprising little-known fact about this park: it
was used as a recruiting ground and housed
Civil War soldiers. In the 1920s, it was a tourist
camp, and had a small zoo.

21.  Betsy-Tacy 
333 Center Street 

This is the childhood home of Maud Palmer
Hart. The Harts moved to this home in 1892,
soon after Maud was born. She was actually
born just down the street at 214 Center Street.
Tom and Stella raised three daughters here until
1906. Maud became known as Maud Hart
Lovelace, beloved author of the children’s series
Betsy-Tacy. Maud was the real-life character of
Betsy in the series. Tacy’s house is across the street at 332 Center Street.

22. Flood Site
1351 Riverfront Drive (Mankato Area
Public Schools’ West High School)

It seemed that every three to five years in spring after
the snow melted, the Blue Earth and Minnesota
Rivers flooded gardens and low areas. The snowfall
of 1951 was unusually deep. On April 7, LeHillier
and Mound Avenue residents realized they were
dealing with something much more awesome. That
night the swirling, dark flood waters surrounded homes
where never before floods had been. For three long weeks evacuated residents
stayed in gymnasiums at the Armory or the Teachers College. The greater
Mankato area was again hit by high water in 1965.

23. Sibley Park
900 Park Lane

The City of Mankato, on July 26, 1887, voted to
approve $15,000 in bonds for parks. On October 3,
for $13,000, the city purchased land from the Givens
Family estate. The park was named in honor of
General Henry H. Sibley, early trader and
commander of army forces that defeated Little
Crow’s Dakotah in 1862. Sibley camped on the 
mound as early as 1840 and had a log trading post
located about where the Ott Cabin now stands
northwest of the mound. On December 19, 1887, the city added the Southern
Minnesota Stock and Fair grounds to Sibley Park. There was an oval-shaped
racetrack enclosed by a white fence, a grandstand and a judging stand located just
south of the mound.  In 1893, the buildings were sold and the City Council
began converting Sibley Park into a public recreation and amusement facility.
Picnicking areas and attention to flowers have long been attractions at this park.
A zoo, lake, band shell, wading pool, tennis courts and ball diamonds were added
in later years to make Sibley Park the recreation spot known today.

24. Ho-Chunk/Winnebago
Through treaty negotiations, the Ho-Chunk 
or Winnebago moved their homes to Blue
Earth County in 1855, and by 1863 they 
were gone. A Heritage Plaque, located where
they first arrived along the Minnesota River 
in downtown Mankato, highlights their history
in the area.

Former Union School
building, 1864.

Washington Park, 
August 6, 1917.

The Ellerbe Building, 
a beautiful historic
landmark that serves as a
reception hall connected
to Mankato’s civic center.

Reconciliation Park, photo
by Tim Malone, Mankato.

Chief Little Hill, circa 1860.

Dakota Warrior, photo by 
Mike Froiland, Eagle Lake.

Blue Earth County
Courthouse, circa 1910.

Carnegie Library, 1912.

Old Main, circa 1910.

Lincoln Elm, 1969.

Betsy’s House, Photo courtesy
of Betsy-Tacy Society .

Heritage Plaque at
Highland Park.

Park Entrance, photo by
Laura Behnke, 
Minnesota Lake.

Former Hubbard Mill
building, circa 1910.

Building believed to be
the oldest in Mankato.

Feb. 20, 1868 gravestone
at Pioneer Cemetery.

301 North Riverfront
Drive, 1957.

Masonic Temple, circa 1920.

Sinclair Lewis’ 1919
summer residence.

Post Office, circa 1930.

Cray Mansion, 1969.

Hubbard House, 
circa 1890.

Mankato Area Public
Schools’ West High
School, 1965.

Key
Photos and copy courtesy of the 
Blue Earth County Historical Society,
(unless otherwise noted). 

St. Peter and Paul’s
Catholic Church, 
circa 1910.

2007
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Silver Spray Apartments, Hotel, 
Plunge, and Camp Holiday

William Dougherty built the hotel in 1919 on the  
legendary site of the 1800’s shack of OB’s first “homeowner” 
Captain Thomas.

The hotel hosted its Grand Opening May 1, 1919 and 
thrived during the resort days of the 1920’s as guests  
and locals alike enjoyed the spa, skating rink, dance hall, 
and hot salt water pool that drained to the ocean.

The pool featured high vaulted ceilings and 2 diving boards. 

While the general public enjoyed the hot salt water 
plunge, some serious athletes trained here: Famous English 
Channel swimmer Florence Chadwick, first female surfer 
in San Diego Faye Baird, and one of the first water ballet 
groups in San Diego.

In November 1919 Camp Holiday, the vacation bungalows 
next to the hotel, opened up and advertised rooms for 
$1.25 a day, $6 a week, and $16 a month.

In its early days the row of bungalows served as an auto 
camp for the newly popular car travelers. Visitors simply 
pulled their cars right next to their rental cabins for their 
stay in OB.

In 1927, single apartments rented for about $35-$40  
a month and included free use of the saltwater pool, 
where swimmers occasionally encountered some  
wildlife accidentally pumped in.

Today, the building serves as residential apartments.  
Some of Today’s residents say they keep the lights on  
in the old ballroom to “keep the ghost quiet”.

(Legend says the ghost of Joyce Swindle, a young bride  
in 1964 who was shot along with her husband of 3 weeks 
on the walk near the hotel, haunts the halls with her  
cries and footsteps, looking for her husband.)

Bank of Italy

The Bank of Italy opened in  
March 1927, and became Bank of America  
by 1930, introducing chain branches to San Diego.

Renowned architect William Templeton Johnson designed the 
building in the Spanish-Eclectic style popular in OB at the time. 

During the 1970’s this building served as housing for the Left 
Bank bookstore, meeting places for activists, and offices for the  
OB Rag, an alternative newspaper still around today. 

During the 1990’s this building served as open-mic coffee  
shop Java Joe’s, where many musicians got their start.

Ocean Beach Elementary

D.C. Collier, deemed by many as the true father of  
Ocean Beach, built Ocean Beach Elementary in 1909  
as a 2-room school for students grades 1 through 8. 

The first class (of one student, Arthur Hansen) graduated  
in 1910.

In 1912 three more students graduated, including  
long-time Ocean Beach librarian Margaret Rankin.

When first built, some parents expressed concern about the 
school being too far away from the 100 or so residences in 
OB at the time.

The building was renovated after the Long Beach  
earthquake in 1934 to the style you see today.

On November 19, 2009 the Ocean Beach Historical Society 
gathered former students to commemorate the school’s 
100th anniversary (their ages ranged from 5 to over  
100 years old).

Today local families continue to take great pride in  
their connections with this school, and still attend OB 
Elementary reunions. In fact, many students have  
parents who attended the school a generation ago.

Kraft Building

The Kraft building was built in 
1927 and housed medical and  
dental offices upstairs, with  
the Kraft Drug Store and a soda fountain downstairs. 

Fred Kraft, owner and operator of the drugstore, later  
became a state senator.

During the 1960’s and 1970’s the Kraft building was  
home to The Seaside Grill, and was rumored to serve  
the best pies in town.

Local legend states Charles Lindbergh ate sandwiches  
at Kraft while waiting for his plane, the Spirit of St. Louis,  
to finish at near-by Ryan Aviation (near the site later  
dedicated as Lindbergh Field).

Pearl Hotel 

In the 1890’s, during a real estate bust, a local maid  
visited Ocean Beach on her day off and bought  
seven lots for $35. To this day, the identity of that  
maid-turned-entrepreneur remains a mystery. 

By 1900 the unlikely landowner opened Pearl Hotel  
(turned Newport Hotel around 1914), which served  
as OB’s first (and for a while, only) place for visitors  
to stay while checking out the local dance halls,  
merry-go-rounad, skating rink, and saltwater plunge. 

Many who stayed at “the Newport” ended up moving  
to OB, and used the hotel as a base while shopping  
for a home to call their own.

With the fall of OB’s “Resort Era”, however, dwindled  
the number of newcomers. The hotel fell into a state  
of disrepair and became “home” to Hell’s Angels during  
the 1970’s. (The 1980’s marked another dark time for  
this building with frequent police raids.)

True to its original character, though, the hotel bounced 
back in 1995 when John Asher purchased the building, 
cleaned, and refurbished it. He then reopened it as the 
Ocean Beach International Hostel.

This historic site now hosts travelers from all over the  
world attracted to our little beach town on the Pacific.

Ocean Beach Library

Originally built on Abbott Street in 1916 after the principal 
of OB Elementary raised $200 at a meeting, this Ocean 
Beach branch of the San Diego Library opened as the 
fourth of its kind in San Diego on October 5, 1928. 

Robert W. Snyder, who studied under renowned architect 
William Templeton Johnson, designed the building in the 
Spanish-Monterey style popular among designers at the 
time and won an award for his work. 

Margaret Rankin, an Ocean Beach Elementary graduate, 
became this branch’s librarian in 1921 and remained until 
her retirement in 1959.

In 1962 the branch expanded to its current size and cur-
rently boasts a circulation of about 136,000 books a year.

The two large urns you see out front contain time capsules 
with items from the 1990’s. They replaced earlier urns that 
were damaged, and are scheduled to be opened sometime in  
the 2040’s.   

The San Diego City Council designated the Ocean Beach 
Library “Historic” in 2002 for its architecture and contribution 
to OB’s cultural landscape.

Strand Theater 

The 600-seat theater opened its doors November 6, 1925.

The Strand showed silent films until 1927, when The Jazz 
Singer, the first “talkie” (a movie with actor conversations, 
music, and other sound effects), wowed audiences world-
wide. Audiences flocked to the Strand, excited to hear the 
actors and sing along to the accompanying piano. 

Later in the 1950’s, the local theater of Ocean Beach catered 
to children and grownups alike: the children enjoyed serial 
matinees every Saturday, always trying to guess the next 
cliffhanger. Grownups enjoyed Saturday nights with a new 
movie billed every week.

While the movies varied, everyone enjoyed “black and white” 
sundaes (chocolate sauce on vanilla ice cream) for 10 cents 
at the Strand Sweet Shop downstairs, run by Alan Belmont 
and Clifford Harrison.

As the audience changed, so did the theater. The Strand 
counts among the first theaters in the country to feature 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show, and later evolved to show 
films such as Woodstock, Endless Summer, Gimme Shelter, 
and Rust Never Sleeps. 

After a run of seedier films in the 1980’s the Strand officially 
shut down in 1998. 

Many local citizens and organizations tried to save the 
Strand and turn it into a community art center or an  
establishment with its original character intact.

Many thanks to the  
OB Historical Society  

for their help on this project.
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Dedication September 10, 2009

All information in this brochure
 (except the school write-up) comes from the book

 “Airdrie 1909-2009: Celebrating 100 Years of History,
Community and Opportunity”

by Anna M. Rebus.

Cover photo from Nose Creek Valley Museum
(Airdrie Echo archive)

400 Main Street, T4B 3C3
Phone: 403.948.8800
www.airdrie.ca

Grain Elevators

Marker located at SW corner of what is now
Fletcher Park directly behind Cedarwood Station

Sponsored by Five Star Communications

Built in 1904-1905, Airdrie’s first grain 
elevators were relatively small but important as 
they established Airdrie as a hub for grain 
shipment. In 1929, the Alberta Wheat Pool 
constructed its first elevator in Airdrie. In the 
decades to follow, the Pool built two additional 
elevators and bushel capacity increased 
accordingly.

As the 20th century marched on, the Airdrie 
elevators were used less and less, as area farmers 
sent their grain to the larger, centralized 
terminals at Beiseker and Crossfield. The last of 

Airdrie’s grain elevators 
were torn down 
July 31, 2000.
Photo from Glenbow 
Archives NA 1231-1

Marker located at Nose Creek Park
Sponsored by RE/MAX Rocky View

Nose Creek

Airdrie’s grain elevators 
were torn down 
July 31, 2000.
Photo from Glenbow w
Archives NA 1231-112

Nose Creek is the reason Airdrie exists today. In 
1890, the Calgary and Edmonton Railway 
Company was established and construction 
began on the railway between Calgary and 
Edmonton (Strathcona). The future site of 
Airdrie made an ideal stopping point for the 
trains to take on water to run the steam engines. 
With a low alkali (salt) content, the waters of 
Nose Creek provided thirsty steam trains with a 
much needed drink. The roots for Airdrie took 
hold as the railway continued to sustain the 
growing hamlet by transporting people, grain, 
cattle, coal and supplies.

Over the years, the Nose Creek area was used for 
recreation. In September 1994, Nose Creek Park 
opened. The Park continues to be a focal point for 
community activities, recreation and festivities.
Photo from Nose Creek Valley Museum

Water Tower

Marker located at the base of the Water Tower,
521 First Ave NE 

Sponsored by McKee Homes

Marker located in Jensen Park (playground) west
of the Plainsmen Arena at 305 First Ave NE

Sponsored by Carol, Don, Cathy, Lorie,
Marty & Families

Jensen Park Airdrie United
Church

Marker located at 216 First Ave NE
Sponsored by McKee Homes

Airdrie’s One/Two
Room School

Marker located in front of Ecole Airdrie
Middle School at 332 First Ave NE

Sponsored by Nose Creek Historical Society

The water tower has been a familiar landmark 
in Airdrie since its construction in 1959. At 
that time, a water and sewage system was also 

built for the village.

In 1972, a large 
reservoir was built at 
the south end of 
Airdrie making the 
tower obsolete. 

Since then people 
have wondered what 

should become of the 
empty tower. Options 
ranged from tearing it 
down to using it as 
advertising space. In 2003, 
the water tower had a new 
lease on life when council 
voted unanimously not to 
tear it down. By 
September of that year, 
the tower had a shiny 
new coat of paint and 
black letters proudly 
displaying the city’s 
name.
Photo by City of Airdrie

In 1930, the Jensen family left their native 
Denmark and headed for Alberta. Knud Jensen 
returned to Denmark in 1936, to marry Lilly 
Sorensen. The newlyweds traveled back across the 
ocean to settle into farm life in Airdrie. By the 
mid-1940s, Knud Jensen was active as a village 
councilor, serving as reeve between 1950 and 
1959. He passed away in 1965 at the age of 49 
years. In 1999, Lilly Jensen was recognized by the 
Airdrie Over 50 Club for her community 
volunteer work. Generations of Jensens continue 
to reside in the Airdrie area.

Sports Days were hosted at this location, creating a 
great opportunity for people to come together in 
friendly competition and then end the day with a 
dance. In the 1940s, horse races were also held on 
a track at this location.
Photo from Lilly Jensen

The first Airdrie School was built and opened 
in the Fall of 1904 with R.J. Hawkey as the 
first teacher. In 1917, a second classroom was 
needed and temporarily located in the Airdrie 
Hotel. An additional room was added to the 
original school that Fall. By 1921, additional 
classrooms were located in various vacant 
buildings. By the early 1950s, all classes from 
grades one to eleven were under one roof so the 
old two roomed school was not used.  
However, several rural schools were closed in 
the mid 1950s so the old two roomed school 
was put into use again until its demolition in 
1957.
Photo from Heloise Lorimer

In 1903, church services moved from private 
homes to the newly constructed Methodist 
Church. The congregation outgrew the little 
church building and in 1922, a new Methodist 
church was constructed – the church at this 
location.

In 1925, the Methodists became the United Church 
of Canada, and renamed their church, Airdrie 
United Church. The church played an important 
role in Airdrie as a spiritual hub and also as a village 
gathering place. Church suppers were originally 
held in the church basement; they then moved into 
the community hall when it was built in 1948. As 
one of Airdrie’s remaining “old time” public 
buildings, the church connects people 
to Airdrie’s historic landscape.
Photo from Airdrie United Church

Airdrie Centennial Markets
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Fisherman’s Wharf Walking Tour, San Francisco, Ca
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Historic Strucutres]5
The twenty identified historic 
structures sites are outlined in the 
proceeding chapter with pictures 
and a correlating description.    Each 
structure or site was chosen based 
on its historical relevance within the 
community.  Both the San Miguel 
Design Plan, completed in 2004 as 
well as the  History Chapter of the 
San Miguel Background Report, 
completed in 2011, were used to help 
identify historic sites.  Lynne Schmidts, 
a member of the San Miguel Resource 
Connection also  contributed historical 
knowledge to the descriptions 
which accompany the pictures.
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The Park Garage was owned by Louie Larsen, the husband of beloved 
local teacher, Lillian Larsen.  It  was built in 1922 and home to a Hupmobile 
dealership, an early automobile company which manufactured cars 
from 1908 to 1941.

Park Garage

Built in the late 1800s, the San Miguel Flouring Mill, a wholesale feed 
dealer, is the oldest business in continuous operation in town.

Mission San Miguel
Mission San Miguel de Arcángel was built in 1797.  It is the 16th out of 
the 21 California missions founded by Father Junipero Sara.  It is the exact 
halfway point between Mission San Luis Obispo and Mission San Antonio.  
The frescoes on the interior, painted by local native Americans, have never 
been retouched, making this the most historically original mission in CA.  

Late 1800s.  Originally La Favorite Hotel.

San Miguel Motel

Flouring Mill
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Church
Built in 1887, this historic structure has served as an alternative place 
of worship in San Miguel apart from the Mission. Today, it is seen as a 
historic and beloved fixture within the community.

Hoffmann House
Built in the 1800s, this building was home to both C. E. Hoffman and 
San Miguel’s first electric light company.  It later became the Maxwell 
Rooming House.

Elkhorn Bar

The Elkhorn was established in 1853, during the California gold rush.  
It is the second oldest bar in the state of California and has been in 
continuous operation since it was established, over 150 years.  

Built in the early 1900s, this building was made to house Witcosky’s 
Store, one of San Miguel’s early grocery stores.  Now home to the local 
bar, The Ranch

Witcosky’s Store
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Bank of Italy
Built in 1917, this bank building was one of the original branches of the 
Bank of Italy, founded by Amadeo Giannini.  The Bank of Italy is famed 
for financing the rebuilding San Francisco after the 1906 earthquake.  
This bank franchise has become the well known banking establishment, 
the Bank of America.

San Miguel Library
The San Miguel Library was built in the early 1940s.  It was originally 
the town courthouse and now serves as the only local library for the 
community.  

Simms Hotel
Built in 1893.  Originally a hotel, later became the Makin Rooming 
House.  

Fire Department
This was the first fire house in San Miguel.  It was home  to the  
community’s volunteer fire department until the new station was built.  
The new fire station is now located along Mission Street. 



31

This is the bell from San Miguel’s very first school house, built in 1888.  
It was relocated in 1957 in order to accommodate the construction of 
Highway 101 but was saved as a significant part of San Miguel’s history. 

School Bell

Crettol Wall
The Crettol Wall was built by Jesse Crettol in 1958, a Swiss stonemason 
who helped restore the Mission and built the bell tower in the Mission 
Cemetery.

San Miguel Jail House
The San Miguel Jail House was built the early 1940s.  Although no loner 
in use today, the structure still stand of a reminder of San Miguel’s early 
World War II era history.

Rios Caledonia Adobe
Built in 1846, using Indian labor,  as a hacienda for Senior Rios and his 
family.  During 1860-1886 this was an Inn and stage stop on the road 
between Los Angeles and San Francisco.
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Littlefield House
Built in the 1880s, this home was occupied by the Littlefield family, 
originally from Iowa.  Mr. Littlefield owned the general mercantile 
store on Mission Street.  The house is of the Victorian style and is built 
primarily of wood. 

Gorham House
This home, originally inhabited by the Gorham Family, was built in 
1886.  The Gorhams built the town’s waterworks and also ran a dry 
goods and grocery store on Mission Street.  This is one of three original 
Victorian homes built by the family.

Wilmar House
Built in the 1880s, this home was lived in by the Wilmar Family, one of 
San Miguel’s original pioneer families.  The Wilmars also operated the 
Southern Pacific Milling Company and owned the only lumbar yard in 
town.

Houghton House
Built at the turn of the century, this home was occupied by the Houghton 
Family who owned and operated the Park Hotel at 14th and Mission 
Street. 
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final products]6
The final products of this 
project, which were presented 
to community members and San 
Luis Obispo County staff, include 
the San Miguel Historic Walking 
Trail Brochure, as well as an 
informational poster designed to 
be a broad graphic overview of 
content already in the brochure.  
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Final Brochure

San Miguel is a tight nit community steeped in a rich historical context.  
The land the town now rests on was once inhabited by the Native American 
Salinan people. For as many as ten thousand years, these indigenous 
people lived prosperously off the land as hunter-gatherers.

When European settlement brought Spanish control over California, 
Franciscan missionaries, under the leadership of Father Junipero Serra, 
began establishing missions in California’s coastal valleys in order to 
Christianize the indigenous populations. The two-day journey between the 
established missions at San Luis Obispo and San Antonio de Padua, near 
Jolon, California, necessitated the construction of a mission at San Miguel. 

In addition to the mission, San Miguel has many commercial and 
residential structures built during the period from the late 1800s through 
the 1950s that contribute to the community’s unique historic character.  In 
the 1880s, San Miguel became a thriving community with the arrival of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad and the help of the Farmers’ Alliance Company 
and the Southern Pacific Grain Warehouse. Many structures built during 
this time can still be found in the community.  

Along with the rest of the nation, San Miguel saw lasting changes at 
the onset of World War II, with establishment of Camp Roberts military 
training base.  With the base came many soldiers who utilized San Miguel 
as a source for entertainment and relaxation from training duties. During 
this time, San Miguel was both host and playground for nearly 100,000 
military personnel, further enriching the community’s historic identity and 
contributing several historic structures. 

Post war, San Miguel saw slower growth patterns and settled into the small 
town it is today.  The town has remained relatively undisturbed by modern 
growth, however it has been subject to natural disaster.  After the 2003 San 
Simeon Earthquake, the mission was badly damaged and while there were 
no injuries, the earthquake caused extensive cracks and damage to the 
adobe building. The historic church, built in the 1790s and in continuous 
use ever since, was closed after being deemed unsafe for occupation due 
to earth quake damage. Almost six years later, in September of 2009, the 
Monterey Diocese of the Roman Catholic Church celebrated the rebuilding 
of Mission San Miguel Arcángel.  

Although modern growth and natural disasters have impacted the town, 
San Miguel has been resilient and still remains a unique community with a 
charming identity, steeped in valuable California and United States History.

San Miguel
tOWN  History

San Miguel
Historic walking 

trail

San Luis obispo 
county

California
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built the early 1940s.  Although 
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Built in 1846, using Indian labor,  
as a hacienda for Senior Rios and 
his family.  During 1860-1886 

Wilmar house
Built in the 1880s, this home was 
lived in by the Wilmar Family, 
one of San Miguel’s original 
pioneer families.  The Wilmars 

houghton 
house

Built at the turn of the century, 
this home was occupied by the 
Houghton Family who owned and 

Prepared by
 Kevin Valente &
Brynae Emerzian 

dry goods and grocery store on Mission Street.  This is 
one of three original Victorian homes built by the family.
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Bank of Italy
Built in 1917, this bank building 
was one of the original branches 
of the Bank of Italy, founded by 
Amadeo Giannini.  The Bank of 

The Park Garage was owned by 
Louie Larson, the husband of 
beloved local teacher, Lillian 
Larson.  It  was built in 1922 and 

Park garage

Built in the late 1800s, the San 
Miguel Flouring Mill, a wholesale 
feed dealer, is the oldest business 
in continuous operation in town.

mISSION 
sAN mIGUEL

Mission San Miguel de Arcángel 
was built in 1797.  It is the 16th 
out of the 21 California missions 

church
Built in 1887, this historic 
structure has served as an 
alternative place of worship 
in San Miguel apart from the 

Late 1800s.  Originally La Favorite 
Hotel.

san miguel 
motel

Hoffmann 
House

Built in the 1800s, this building 
was home to both C. E. Hoffman 
and San Miguel’s first electric 

sAN miguel 
library

The San Miguel Library was 
built in the early 1940s.  It was 
originally the town courthouse 

elkhorn bar
The Elkhorn was established in 
1853, during the California gold 
rush.  It is the second oldest bar 
in the state of California and has 

Simms hotel
Built in 1893.  Originally a hotel, 
later became the Makin Rooming 
House.  
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founded by Father Junipero Sara.  It is the exact halfway 
point between Mission San Luis Obispo and Mission 
San Antonio.  The frescoes on the interior, painted by 
local native Americans, have never been retouched, 
making this the most historically original mission in CA.  
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fixture within the community.
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bar, The Ranch
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Fire dept
This was the first fire house in 
San Miguel.  It was home  to 
the  community’s volunteer fire 
department until the new station 

was built.  The new fire station is now located along 
Mission Street. 
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Final Poster

2

A

5 6

8

9

10

11
13

1214

C D

15

7

3

4

B

16

1

M
iss

ion
 S

t. 

M
iss

ion
 S

t. 

12th St.

14th St.

16th St.

10th St.

River Rd.

K.
 S

tr
ee

t 

K.
 S

tr
ee

t 

L. 
St

re
et

 

L. 
St

re
et

 

N.
 S

tr
ee

t 

0’
220’

440’
880’

1,320’
1,760’

Brynae Emerzian          Kevin Valente          CRP 463 Senior Project Lab         Professor John Knight      City and Regional Planning Department         California  Polytechnic State University

Bank of Italy

Hutton Building

Park GarageMission San Miguel San Miguel Motel

Hoffman House

San Miguel Library

Witcosky’s Store

Elkhorn Bar Simms Hotel

1

Flouring Mill

3

5

2 4

6 7 8

11 12109

Church

School Bell Crettol WallSan Miguel Jail House Rios Caledonia Adobe

13 14 15 16

Littlefield House

Gorham House

Wilmar House

Houghton House

A

B

C

D

San miguel historic trail

Historic trail buildings Historic trail map

Historic trail Design OPTIONS

Decorative Pavers Natural Vegetation Historic Markers Only

This sample trail 
showcases a path with 
natural landscaping along 
the border, allowing the 
trail to feel organic. This 
trail will blend in with 
San Miguel’s scenic view 
sheds.

This sample trail shows 
what it would look like to 
mark the historic sites with 
a plaque only, providing 
a cost-effective and 
minimally invasive way to 
create the trail.

This sample trail 
showcases decorative 
pavers used to delineate 
the trail path.  This provides 
a clear travel path and an 
aesthetically pleasing, 
permanent trail.
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Appendix A:
     75% Completion Power Point Presentation
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Appendix B:
	 Final Power Point Presentation
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Appendix C:
	 History Chapter of the San Miguel 

	 Background Report
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Appendix D:
	 San Miguel Design Plan, 2003
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Appendix E:
	 Senior Project Contract & 

	 Senior Project Requirments 
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