
 

 

 

 
 

2 2 EOAEOA 11/1.11/1. 
Articles
Articles
 

UtilitarianismUtilitarianism andand Vegetarianism,Vegetarianism, AgainAgain 

PeterPeter Singer,Singer, inin hishis essayessay "Utilitarianism"Utilitarianism 
andand Vegetarianism"Vegetarianism" (Philosoohv(Philosoohv andand PublicPublic 
Affairs,Affairs, vol.vol. 9,9, no.no. 4,4, pp.pp. 325-37),1325-37),1 hashas 
gonegone somesome distancedistance towardtoward clarifyingclarifying hishis 
viewview ofof thethe utilitarianutilitarian casecase forfor thethe ob­ob­
ligationligation toto bebe vegetarian.vegetarian. TheThe factfact thatthat 
thisthis clearerclearer statementstatement ofof hishis positionposition waswas 
prompted,prompted, atat leastleast inin part,part, byby anan essayessay ofof 
minemine ("Utilitarianism,("Utilitarianism, Vegetarianism,Vegetarianism, andand 
AnimalAnimal Rights,"Rights," PhilosophyPhilosophy andand PublicPublic 
Affairs,Affairs, vol.vol. 9,9, no.no. 4,4, 305-324)305-324) providesprovides 
meme withwith somesome assuranceassurance thatthat mymy ownown essayessay 
waswas notnot entirelyentirely idle,idle, andand thoughthough II amam 
temptedtempted toto leaveleave mattersmatters standstand atat that,that, 
therethere areare aa fewfew pointspoints inin Singer'sSinger's essayessay 
thatthat constrainconstrain meme toto offeroffer thisthis briefbrief 
reply.reply. MyMy remarksremarks fallfall intointo threethree cate­cate­
gories:gories: (1)(1) Misunderstandings;Misunderstandings; (2)(2) 
TheThe coherencecoherence ofof utilitarianism;utilitarianism; andand (3)(3) 
Singer'sSinger's attemptattempt toto basebase vegetarianismvegetarianism onon 
utility.utility. 

(1)(1) ~isunderstandings~isunderstandings 

Singer.Singer. II believe,believe, misunderstandsmisunderstands mymy 
posi:ionposi:ion onon aa numbernumber ofof differentdifferent counts.counts. 
TwoTwo deservedeserve aa sketchsketch here.here. TheThe first,first, 
andand thethe principa~principa~ misunderstandingmisunderstanding cannot,cannot, 
11 think,think, fairlyfairly bebe laidlaid atat mymy door.door. ForFor 
SingerSinger interpretsinterprets meme asas holdingholding thethe viewview 
thatthat utilitarianismutilitarianism oughtought toto bebe abandonedabandoned 
becausebecause itit failsfails toto accountaccount forfor ourour obli­obli­
gationgation toto bebe vegetarian~vegetarian~ (p.(p. 326)326) ButBut 
thisthis extraordinaryextraordinary positionposition isis oneone II neitherneither 
explicitlyexplicitly advanceadvance nornor imply.imply. WhatWhat II dodo 
argue,argue, thoughthough confessedlyconfessedly inin onlyonly thethe 
barestbarest outline,outline, inin mymy essay'sessay's secondsecond part,part, 
isis thatthat utilitarianismutilitarianism cannotcannot adequatelyadequately 
accountaccount forfor ourour dutiesduties toto severelyseverely mentallymentally 
enfeebledenfeebled humanhuman beingsbeings (henceforth(henceforth referredreferred 
t.ot.o asas "non-paradigmatic"non-paradigmatic humans"2.);humans"2.); thatthat 
other,other, non-utilitariannon-utilitarian theoriestheories (including(including 
mymy interpretationsinterpretations ofof KantianismKantianism andand egoism)egoism) 
alsoalso failfail onon thisthis score;score; thatthat aa rights-basedrights-based 
theorytheory seemsseems toto provideprovide thethe mostmost adequateadequate 
basisbasis onon whichwhich toto restrest ourour dutiesduties toto non­non­
paradigmaticparadigmatic humans;humans; and,and, finally,finally, thatthat 
consistencyconsistency willwill obligeoblige usus toto recognizerecognize thethe 
basicbasic moralmoral rightsrights ofof manymany non-humannon-human 
animals,animals, becausebecause ofof theirtheir relevantrelevant similar­similar­
itiesities toto non-paradigmaticnon-paradigmatic humans,humans, ifif wewe areare 
rationallyrationally constrainedconstrained toto recognizerecognize thethe basisbasis 
moralmoral rightsrights ofof thesethese humans.humans. Thus,Thus, itit isis 
because,because, inin mymy view,view, utilitarianism,utilitarianism, amongamong 
otherother failings,Sfailings,S failsfails toto provideprovide anan ade­ade­
quatequate basisbasis onon whichwhich toto groundground ourour dutiesduties toto 

certaincertain humanhuman beings,beings, notnot becausebecause itit failsfails 
toto supportsupport vegetarianism,vegetarianism, thatthat II believebelieve itit 
oughtought toto bebe abandoned.abandoned. TheThe obligationobligation toto 
bebe vegetarian,vegetarian, inin otherother words,words, is,is, inin mymy 
view,view, notnot aa basisbasis onon whichwhich toto testtest thethe 
adequa~ofadequa~of competingcompeting moralmoral theories.theories. ItIt 
is,is, rather,rather, ~~ conseguenceconseguence thatthat followsfollows 
fromfrom ourour havinghaving developeddeveloped thatthat theorytheory which,which, 
amongamong thethe contenders,contenders, lookslooks toto bebe thethe mostmost 
reasonable.reasonable. Thus,Thus, toto argue,argue, asas II do,do, 
thatthat SingerSinger failsfails toto showshow thatthat utilitarianismutilitarianism 
leadsleads toto thethe obligationobligation toto bebe vegetarianvegetarian isis 
aa veryvery differentdifferent positionposition thanthan toto aruge,aruge, 
asas II mostmost certainlycertainly dodo not.not. thatthat "utili­"utili­
tarianismtarianism shouldshould bebe abandonedabandoned becausebecause itit 
doesdoes notnot leadlead toto vegetarianism."vegetarianism." (p.(p. 327)327) 

AA secondsecond misunderstandingmisunderstanding concernsconcerns mymy 
viewview ofof thethe relevancerelevance ofof consequencesconsequences withinwithin 
aa rights-basedrights-based theory.theory. OnOn thisthis mattermatter 
SingerSinger writeswrites thethe following:following: 

ReganRegan suggestssuggests thatthat byby basingbasing thethe casecase 
forfor vegetarianismvegetarianism onon animals'animals' rightsrights 
II 'could'could dispensedispense withwith thethe needneed 
systematicallysystematically toto investigateinvestigate thethe 
probablyprobably consequencesconsequences ofof changingchanging ourour 
eatingeating habits'.habits'. ThisThis suggestionsuggestion 
strikesstrikes meme asas quitequite wrong-headed,wrong-headed, 
ratherrather likelike tellingtelling thethe PresidentPresident 
thatthat byby basingbasing hishis casecase onon thethe moralmoral 
principleprinciple thatthat itit isis alwaysalways legitimatelegitimate 
toto resistresist aggression,aggression, hehe cancan dispensedispense 
withwith thethe needneed systematicallysystematically toto inves­inves­
tigatetigate thethe probableprobable consequencesconsequences ofof aa 
nuclearnuclear reponsereponse toto SovietSoviet militarymilitary 
initiatives.initiatives. InIn contrastcontrast toto Regan,Regan, 
II thinkthink wewe shouldshould alwaysalways trytry toto findfind outout 
asas muchmuch asas possiblepossible aboutabout thethe probablyprobably 
consequencesconsequences ofof ourour actionsactions (p.(p. 328).328). 

WhatWhat II wantwant toto saysay isis thatthat I,I, too,too, thinkthink 
thatthat consequencesconsequences areare relevantrelevant toto thethe 
determinationdetermination ofof whatwhat areare ourour obligations,obligations, 
andand thatthat I,I, too,too, thinkthink itit wouldwould bebe quitequite 
"wrong-headed""wrong-headed" toto excludeexclude considerationsconsiderations 
aboutabout consequencesconsequences altogether.altogether. ThisThis isis aa 
pointpoint II havehave gonegone toto somesome lengthlength toto trytry 
toto makemake clear,clear, notnot onlyonly inin thethe particularparticular 
casecase ofof vegetarianismvegetarianism44 butbut elseWhere,SelseWhere,S 
andand itit isis aa pointpoint II shallshall returnreturn toto inin (3)(3) 
below.below. TheThe pointpoint II waswas tryingtrying toto makemake inin 
thethe passagepassage alludedalluded toto byby SingerSinger isis notnot 
thatthat consequencesconsequences areare alwaysalways andand totallytotally 
irrelevant;irrelevant; rather,rather, whatwhat II waswas suggestingsuggesting 
isis thatthat ifif animalsanimals havehave rights,rights, andand ifif 
theirtheir rightsrights areare beingbeing violatedviolated byby p;esentp;esent 
farmingfarming methods,methods, thenthen oneone couldcould argueargue thatthat 
thisthis treatmenttreatment isis wrong,wrong, whateverwhatever thethe 
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consequencesconsequences ofof thesethese presentpresent practicespractices are.are. 
For,For, ifif thisthis treatmenttreatment violatesviolates theirtheir rights,rights, 
then,then, .whatever.whatever thethe consequencesconsequences are,are, oneone couldcould 
maintainmaintain thatthat thisthis treatmenttreatment isis wrong.wrong. ButBut 
thoughthough thisthis isis thethe centralcentral pointpoint II wishedwished toto 
make,make, inin thethe passagepassage alludedalluded toto byby Singer,Singer, 
II dodo notnot believebelieve itit isis aa pointpoint thatthat isis mademade 
clearly,clearly, andand thethe fault,fault, inin thisthis casecase ofof mis­mis­
understanding,understanding, oughtought certainly,certainly, II think,think, 
toto bebe laidlaid atat mymy door.door. 

(2)(2) TheThe coherencecoherence ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism 

InIn mymy essayessay II distinguisheddistinguished betweenbetween whatwhat II 
calledcalled thethe equalityequality ofof interestsinterests principleprinciple 
andand thethe equalityequality ofof treatmenttreatment principle.principle. 
InIn hishis response,response, SingerSinger writeswrites asas follows:follows: 

TheThe onlyonly principleprinciple ofof equalityequality II holdhold isis 
thethe principleprinciple thatthat thethe interestsinterests ofof everyevery 
beingbeing affectedaffected byby anan actionaction areare toto bebe takentaken 
intointo accountaccount andand givengiven thethe samesame weightweight asas 
thethe likelike interestsinterests ofof anyany otherother beingbeing .. .. .. 
(U)tilitarianiso(U)tilitarianiso presupposespresupposes thisthis prin­prin­
cipleciple (the(the equalityequality ofof interestsinterests principle).principle). 
TheThe principleprinciple ofof equalityequality ofof interstsintersts 
merelymerely makesmakes itit explicitexplicit that,that, becausebecause thethe 
principleprinciple ofof utilityutility isis thethe solesole basisbasis ofof 
morality,morality, nono otherother principleprinciple willwill limitlimit 
thethe applicationapplication ofof thethe principleprinciple ofof utility,utility, 
oror affectaffect thethe wayway inin whichwhich itit operatesoperates 
(pp.(pp. 328-29).328-29). 

InIn mymy earlierearlier critiquecritique ofof SingerSinger II waswas pre­pre­
paredpared toto grantgrant thethe equalityequality ofof interestsinterests 
principleprinciple (henceforth(henceforth sometimessometimes referredreferred toto 
asas "the"the equalityequality principle")principle") toto utilitar­utilitar­
ianism,ianism, onon thethe groundsgrounds thatthat thatthat theorytheory pre­pre­
supposessupposes it.it. II nownow havehave seriousserious doubtsdoubts aboutabout 
thethe wisdomwisdom ofof beingbeing soso generousgenerous toto utilitar­utilitar­
ianism,ianism, doubtsdoubts whichwhich thethe passagepassage fromfrom Singer,Singer, 
justjust quoted,quoted, intensifyintensify ratherrather thanthan placate.placate. 
ForFor ifif thethe equalityequality principleprinciple isis presupposedpresupposed 
byby thethe principleprinciple ofof utility,utility, andand if,if, inin 
Singer'sSinger's words,words, thethe equalityequality principleprinciple 
"limit"limit (s)(s) thethe applicationapplication ofof thethe principleprinciple 
ofof utility,"utility," thenthen itit appearsappears inconsistentinconsistent toto 

soleclaimclaim thatthat utilityutility isis "the"the sale basisbasis ofof 
morality."morality." ForFor itit cannotcannot bebe truetrue thatthat utilityutility 
isis thethe solesole basisbasis if,if, inin additionaddition toto utility,utility, 
thethe equalityequality principleprinciple alsoalso isis basicbasic toto 
morality.morality. AndAnd itit cannotcannot bebe truetrue thatthat utilityutility 
formsforms thethe basisbasis ofof moralitymorality afterafter a11,if,a11,if, asas 

contends, thethe principleprinciple ofof utilityutilitySipgerSipger COntends, 
"presupposes""presupposes" thatthat ofof equalityequality andand isis "limited""limited" 
byby thethe principle.principle. ItIt is,is, itit seemsseems toto me,me, aa 
deficientdeficient becausebecause incoherentincoherent ethicalethical theorytheory 
thatthat assertsasserts bothboth thatthat thethe principleprinciple ofof 
~tility~tility isis thethe solesole basisbasis ofof moralitymorality andand 
thatthat therethere isis anotheranother principleprinciple (equality)(equality) 

thatthat isis presupposedpresupposed byby utilityutility andand limitslimits it.it. 

ButBut perhapsperhaps SingerSinger believesbelieves thatthat thethe equalityequality 
principleprinciple isis aa formal,formal, notnot aa moral,moral, principle.principle. 
soso thatthat thethe limitslimits itit placesplaces onon utilitarianismutilitarianism 
areare notnot moralmoral butbut logicallogical oror quasi-logical.quasi-logical. 
AndAnd itit isis truetrue that,that, ifif thisthis isis thethe wayway hehe 
viewsviews thethe equalityequality principle,principle, thenthen thethe 
chargecharge ofof incoherence,incoherence, advancedadvanced inin thethe argu­argu­
mentment inin thethe precedingpreceding paragraph,paragraph, couldcould inin 
principleprinciple bebe met.met. ButBut onlyonly atat aa price.price. 
For,For, first,first, wewe willwill wantwant aa veryvery carefulcareful 
argumentargument beforebefore itit cancan bebe reasonablereasonable toto 
agreeagree thatthat equalityequality isis aa formalformal principle,principle, 
anan argumentargument which,which, II believebelieve itit isis fairfair 
toto say,say, SingerSinger hashas notnot yetyet advancedadvanced inin thethe 
writingswritings presentlypresently availableavailable toto us.us. 66 But,But, 
second,second, andand forfor presentpresent purposespurposes moremore 
importantly,importantly, ifif equalityequality isis supposedsupposed byby 
SingerSinger toto havehave thethe statusstatus ofof aa formalformal 
principle,principle, thenthen ofof coursecourse itit cannotcannot alsoalso bebe 
supposedsupposed thatthat thatthat principleprinciple isis thethe exclu­exclu­
sivesive propertyproperty ofof utilitarians.utilitarians. True,True, 
manymany non-utilitariansnon-utilitarians (e.g.,(e.g., KantKant andand 
Aquinas)Aquinas) havehave arguedargued inin waysways thatthat ~t~t leastleast 
seemseem toto violateviolate thethe equalityequality principle'sprinciple's 
strictures,strictures, arguing,arguing, itit maymay bebe alleged,alleged, 
thatthat thoughthough animalsanimals andand humanshumans havehave 
similarsimilar interests,interests, thethe interestsinterests ofof 
humanshumans neverthelessnevertheless areare moremore importantimportant 
thanthan thethe likelike interestsinterests ofof animals.animals. 
ButBut fromfrom thethe fact,fact, assumingassuming thatthat itit isis 
aa fact,fact, thatthat somesome non-utilitariansnon-utilitarians havehave 
arguedargued inin thisthis way,way, itit doesdoes notnot fol19fol19ww thatthat allall 
non-utilitariansnon-utilitarians mustmust dodo so.so. AndAnd thisthis doesdoes notnot 
followfollow eveneven ifif wewe supposesuppose thatthat allall utilitariansutilitarians 
havehave beenbeen uniformlyuniformly successfulsuccessful inin respectingrespecting 
thethe equalityequality principle.principle. 77 InIn particular,particular, 
itit doesdoes notnot followfollow thatthat aa rights-basedrights-based 
theory,theory, oneone inin YhichYhich basicbasic moralmoral rightsrights 
areare postulatedpostulated eveneven inin thethe casecase ofof 
somesome non-humannon-human animals,animals, mustmust violateviolate 
thethe principleprinciple ofof thethe equalityequality ofof 
interestsinterests oror cannotcannot insistinsist thatthat thisthis 
principleprinciple bebe honored.honored. Thus,Thus, if,if, inin 
orderorder toto avoidavoid thethe problemproblem ofof thethe 

utilitar­coherencecoherence ofof hishis versionversion ofof utilitar­
ianism,ianism, SingerSinger werewere toto endorseendorse thethe 
viewview thatthat thethe equalityequality principleprinciple isis 
aa formalformal principle,principle, thenthen hehe wouldwould alsoalso 
bebe obligedobliged toto recognizerecognize thatthat itit isis aa 
principleprinciple whosewhose useuse isis notnot limitedlimited toto 
utilitarianutilitarian moralists.moralists. 

TheThe samesame isis cthe·r consid­
truetrue ofof othe·r consid­

erationserations SingerSinger advancesadvances inin thethe course

course 

for
ofof offeringoffering hishis utilitarianutilitarian basisbasis for 
thethe obligationobligation toto bebe vegetarian.vegetarian. Many
Many
 
ofof these,these, too,too, areare notnot principle

inin principle 
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restrictedrestricted coco utilitarianutilitarian moralistsmoralists butbut 
mighcmighc consistentlyconsistently bebe advancedadvanced byby other,other, 
decidedlydecidedly non-utilitariannon-utilitarian theoriststheorists 
includingincluding thosethose whowho advanceadvance aa rights­rights­
basedbased theory.theory. TheseThese considerationsconsiderations 
includeinclude thethe following:following: 

(1)(1) ModernModern farmingfarming methodsmethods inflict
inflict
 
muchmuch sufferingsuffering onon animals.

animals. 

(2)(2) AA vegetarianvegetarian dietdiet "does"does notnot involve
involve
 
greatgreat sacrifices,sacrifices, notnot inin ourour health,

health,
 
nornor inin ourour capacitycapacity toto feedfeed growing

thethe growing
 
population,population, nornor inin thethe pleasurespleasures ofof the

the
 
palate"palate" (p.(p. 333).

333). 

(3)(3) BeingBeing aa "something
vegetarianvegetarian isis "something
 
whichwhich 'underpins,'underpins, makesmakes consistent,consistent, and

and 
givesgives meaningmeaning toto allall ourour activities
otherother activities
 
onon behalfbehalf ofof animals.'"animals.'" (P.(P. quoted

336,336, quoted
 
fromfrom AnimalAnimal Liberation,Liberation, p.p. 171.)

171.) 

(4)(4) "(B)ecoming"(B)ecoming aa vegetarianvegetarian isis aa way
way
 
ofof attestingattesting toto sincerity

thethe depthdepth andand sincerity
 
ofof one'sone's beliefbelief inin thethe wrongnesswrongness of

of
 
whatwhat wewe areare doingdoing toto animals"animals" (p.(p. 337).

337). 

AllAll thesethese considerationsconsiderations areare inin principleprinciple 
availableavailable toto advocatesadvocates ofof positionspositions otherother 
thanthan thethe utilitarianutilitarian oneone advocatedadvocated byby Singer,Singer, 
andand thoughthough II dodo notnot thinkthink SingerSinger actuallyactually 
sayssays anythinganything thatthat clearlyclearly impliesimplies thatthat 
hehe thinksthinks otherwise,otherwise, itit isis importantimportant toto 
makemake thisthis pointpoint veryvery clear,clear, sincesince someonesomeone 
mightmight bebe misledmisled intointo thinkingthinking that,that, sincesince 
thesethese considerationsconsiderations areare ofof greatgreat moralmoral 
importanceimportance andand sincesince theythey occupyoccupy aa placeplace 
ofof centralcentral importanceimportance inin Singer'sSinger's accountaccount 
ofof thethe utilitarianutilitarian basisbasis forfor vegetarianism,vegetarianism, 
theythey areare necessarilynecessarily restrictedrestricted toto utilitarians.utilitarians. 
MyMy pointpoint isis thatthat thisthis wouldwould bebe asas mistakenmistaken aa 
viewview ofof thethe logiclogic ofof thesethese considerationsconsiderations asas 
itit wouldwould bebe toto viewview thethe equalityequality principle,principle, ifif 
thatthat principleprinciple isis supposedsupposed toto bebe formal,formal, asas 
~ie~ie exclusiveexclusive propertyproperty ofof utilitarians.utilitarians. 

(3)�(3) Singer'sSinger's attemptattempt vegetarianism
toto basebase vegetarianism 
onon utility
utility 

ButBut thethe aboveabove considerations,considerations, thoughthough theythey 
areare notnot limitedlimited toto utilitarianutilitarian moralists,moralists, 
cannotcannot bebe denieddenied them,them, either,either, andand wewe maymay 
assume,assume, forfor presentpresent purposes,purposes, thatthat thesethese 
considerationsconsiderations collectivelycollectively dodo gogo somesome wayway 
cowardcoward prOVidingprOViding thethe utilitarianutilitarian basisbasis 
forfor vegetarianismvegetarianism thatthat SingerSinger seeks.seeks. TheThe 
questionquestion isis whether,whether, whenwhen coupledcoupled withwith thethe 
otherother considerationsconsiderations SingerSinger advances,advances, thethe 
basisbasis hehe seeksseeks hashas beenbeen achieved.achieved. II dodo 
notnot believebelieve itit has,has, forfor severalseveral reasons.reasons. 
II shallshall limitlimit myselfmyself toto onlyonly two.two. 
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First,First, Singer,Singer, respondingresponding toto variousvarious 
critics'critics' accusationsaccusations thatthat beingbeing aa 
vegetarianvegetarian mustmust bebe aa largelylargely symbolicsymbolic 
gesturegesture forfor someonesomeone withwith hishis utilitarianutilitarian 
predilections,predilections, sincesince oneone person'sperson's boycottingboycotting 
meatmeat willwill failfail toto makemake anyany differencedifference toto 
thethe wayway animalsanimals areare treatedtreated inin factoryfactory 
farming,farming, repliesreplies thatthat inin thethe casecase ofof 
chickens,chickens, forfor example,example, "there"there mustmust bebe somesome 
pointpoint atat whichwhich thethe numbernumber ofof vegetariansvegetarians 
makesmakes aa differencedifference toto thethe sizesize ofof thethe 
poultrypoultry industry.industry. ThereThere mustmust bebe aa seriesseries 
ofof thresholds,� thethe marketmarket systemsystemthresholds, hiddenhidden byby 
ofof distribution,distribution, whichwhich determinedetermine howhow manymany 
factoryfactory farmsfarms willwill bebe inin existence.existence. InIn 
thisthis casecase oneone moremore personperson becomingbecoming aa 
vegetarianvegetarian willwill makemake nono differencedifference atat 
all,all, unlessunless thatthat individual,individual, addedadded toto thethe 
othersothers whowho are� reducesreducesare alreadyalready vegetarians,vegetarians, 
demanddemand belowbelow thethe thresholdthreshold levellevel atat whichwhich 
aa newnew factoryfactory farmfarm wouldwould havehave startedstarted upup 
(or(or anan existingexisting oneone wouldwould havehave remainedremained 

production,� ifif industryindustry isis declining)"declining)"inin production, 
(p.(p. 335).335). WhetherWhether wewe nownow knowknow whatwhat these
these 
"thresholds""thresholds" areare isis aa mattermatter II shall
shall
 
returnreturn toto briefly,briefly, whenwhen II turnturn toto mymy second

second
 
pointpoint below.below. WhatWhat II nownow wishwish toto stressstress is
is
 
thethe paradoxicalparadoxical naturenature ofof of

thisthis aspectaspect of
 
Singer'sSinger's utilitarianutilitarian basisbasis ofof obli ­

thethe obli ­

gationgation toto bebe vegetarian.vegetarian. WhatWhat itit comescomes to,

to,
 
II believe,believe, isis that,inthat,in beingbeing aa vegetarian

vegetarian
 
II amam doingdoing whatwhat II oughtought toto dodo onlyonly ifif it
it
 
happenshappens toto bebe truetrue people

thatthat enoughenough otherother people
 
happenhappen alsoalso toto bebe vegetariansvegetarians soso when

that,that, when
 
thethe effectseffects ofof theirtheir boycottingboycotting meatmeat are

are
 
joinedjoined withwith thethe effectseffects ofof mymy boycott,boycott, it
it
 
happenshappens toto bebe thethe casecase thatthat somesome number

number
 
ofof chickenschickens in

thatthat wouldwould havehave beenbeen raisedraised in
 
aa factoryfactory farmfarm areare sparedspared thatthat fate.fate. If,

If,
 
onon thethe otherother hand,hand, thethe effectseffects ofof our

our
 
collectivecollective boycottboycott happenhappen notnot toto makemake any

any 
differencedifference inin thethe numbernumber ofof raised
chickenschickens raised
 
intensively,intensively, then,then, vegetarians,

inin beingbeing vegetarians,
 
wewe areare notnot doingdoing whatwhat wewe oughtought toto do,do, not

not
 
becausebecause ofof anyany failingfailing onon ourour (assume

partpart (assume
 
wewe workwork veryvery hardhard toto but

persuadepersuade othersothers but
 
failfail toto dodo so),so), butbut becausebecause ofof effects

thethe effects
 
ofof thethe decisionsdecisions ofof othersothers (i.e.,(i.e., non­

non­

vegetarians),vegetarians), whosewhose demanddemand forfor meatmeat more

more 
thanthan offsetsoffsets thethe effecteffect ofof ourour boycott.boycott. .. 
ButBut toto makemake thethe rightnessrightness ofof whatwhat vegetariansvegetarians 
dodo contingentcontingent uponupon thethe decisionsdecisions ofof thosethose 
veryvery personspersons Whowho areare doingdoing whatwhat vegetariansvegetarians 
deplore--anddeplore--and Singer'sSinger's viewview doesdoes implyimply this,this, 
II think--isthink--is paradoxicalparadoxical atat best,best, allall thethe 
moremore soso whenwhen wewe pausepause toto observeobserve that,that, onon 
thisthis view,view, allall thatthat non-vegetariansnon-vegetarians needneed do,do, 
inin orderorder coco insureinsure thatthat theythey escapeescape thethe 
obligationobligation toto bebe vegetarian,vegetarian, asas thisthis isis 
determineddetermined byby thethe vegetarian'svegetarian's impactimpact onon 
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fa~toryfa~tory farming,farming, isis toto continuecontinue doingdoing pre­pre­
ciselycisely whatwhat itit isis thatthat theythey areare presentlypresently 
doing--namelydoing--namely livingliving asas non-vegetarians!non-vegetarians! AndAnd 
if,if, perchance,perchance, thethe ranksranks ofof vegetariansvegetarians werewere 
toto swellswell toto suchsuch aa degreedegree thatthat theirtheir collectivecollective 
impactimpact onon factoryfactory farmingfarming ~ould~ould closeclose thisthis oror 
thatthat intensiveintensive rearingrearing operation,operation, thethe non­non­
vegetarians,vegetarians, givengiven Singer'sSinger's position,position, couldcould 
stillstill taketake stepssteps toto escapeescape obligatori­thethe obligatori ­
nessness ofof vegetarianism,vegetarianism, asas thisthis isis assessedassessed 
byby thethe impactimpact ofof vegetariansvegetarians onon factoryfactory 
farming.farming. AllAll thatthat non-vegetariansnon-vegetarians wouldwould 
needneed dodo isis ~~ moremore meat,meat, therebythereby negatingnegating 
thethe collectivecollective effecteffect ofof thethe vegetarians.vegetarians. 
II amam notnot sayingsaying thatthat thethe non-vegetariansnon-vegetarians 
wouldwould bebe doingdoing whatwhat isis rightright inin thisthis case.case. 
QuiteQuite thethe contrary.contrary. WhatWhat II amam suggestingsuggesting 
isis thatthat SingerSinger cannotcannot argueargue thatthat whatwhat theythey 
areare doingdoing isis wrong,wrong, byby appealappeal toto thethe impactimpact 
ofof alternativealternative dietsdiets onon factoryfactory farming.farming. 
Granted,Granted, thethe numbernumber ofof personspersons whowho areare 
vegetariansvegetarians doesdoes bearbear onon thethe numbernumber ofof 
animalsanimals raisedraised inin factoryfactory farms;farms; andand grantedgranted 
thatthat vegetariansvegetarians mustmust profoundlyprofoundly wishwish thatthat 
theirtheir individual.individual. andand collectivecollective effortsefforts 
willwill ultimatelyultimately reducereduce thethe numbernumber ofof animalsanimals 
soso raised;raised; nevertheless,nevertheless, thethe obligationobligation toto 
bebe vegetarianvegetarian cannotcannot bebe groundedgrounded inin thesethese 
considerations,considerations, II believe,believe, exceptexcept atat thethe 
priceprice ofof thethe paradoxparadox Singer'sSinger's viewview isis heirheir 
to.to. 

MyMy secondsecond pointpoint isis this.this. TheThe centralcentral 
problemproblem forfor Singer,Singer, II believe,believe, isis that,that, inin 
orderorder rorror himhim consistentlyconsistently toto presspress thethe 
moralmoral casecase forfor vegetarianism,vegetarianism, hehe mustmust bebe 
inin aa positionposition toto claimclaim toto knowknow bothboth whatwhat 
areare thethe likelylikely consequencesconsequences ofof aa gradualgradual 
oror suddensudden shiftshift toto aa vegetarianvegetarian diet,diet, asas 
comparedcompared withwith thethe consequencesconsequences ofof thethe presentpresent 
globalglobal dietarydietary habits,habits, andand toto knowknow thatthat thethe 
consequencesconsequences ofof thethe shi~toshi~to vegetarianismvegetarianism 
areare likelylikely toto bebe better,better, allall considered,considered, thanthan 
thethe consequencesconsequences that.that. wouldwould obtainobtain fromfrom perpetu­perpetu­
atingating presentpresent practices.practices. InIn mymy previousprevious essayessay II 
acknowledgedacknowledged thethe greatgreat debdeb tt wewe oweowe toto .. 
SingerSinger andand othersothers forfor awakeningawakening usus toto thethe 
harshharsh realitiesrealities ofof factoryfactory farming.farming. WhatWhat 
II failedfailed toto taketake notenote of,of, andand whatwhat Singer,Singer, 
inin hishis reply,reply, reaffirms,reaffirms, isis thatthat hehe hashas 
alsoalso setset forthforth other,other, consid­relevantrelevant consid­
erationSerationS thatthat bearbear onon thethe questionquestion ofof
 
consequences--e.g.,consequences--e.g., thatthat "a"a vegetarianvegetarian
 
dietdiet doesdoes notnot involveinvolve greatgreat sacrifices,sacrifices,
 
notnot inin ourour health,health, nornor inin ourour capacitycapacity toto
 
feedfeed thethe forwingforwing worldworld population,population, nornor
 
inin thethe pleasurespleasures ofof thethe palate"palate" (p.(p. 333).333).
 

consider­EvenEven grantinggranting thesethese additionaladditional consider­
ations,ations, however,however, II believebelieve thatthat thethe episte­episte­
mologicalmological problemsproblems thatthat mustmust haunthaunt allall versionsversions 

ofof utilitarianismutilitarianism castcast theirtheir oppressiveoppressive 
shadowshadow overover Singer'sSinger's attemptattempt toto basebase 
vegetarianismvegetarianism onon hishis versionversion ofof thatthat theory.theory. 
ForFor itit isis notnot enoughenough toto know,know, forfor example,example, 
thatthat therethere areare "thresholds""thresholds" beyondbeyond whichwhich thethe 
collectivecollective impactimpact ofof vegetariansvegetarians doesdoes makemake 
aa differencedifference toto howhow manymany factoryfactory farmsfarms therethere 
are.are. OneOne wantswants toto knowknow whatwhat thesethese thres­thres­
holdsholds actuallv~.actuallv~. Or,Or, again,again, itit isis notnot 
enoughenough toto knowknow that,that, byby aa gradualgradual oror suddensudden 
switch,switch, byby aa substantialsubstantial numbernumber ofof presentpresent 
meat-eaters,meat-eaters, "our"our capacitycapacity toto feedfeed thethe 
growinggrowing worldworld population"population" willwill bebe increased.increased. 
WhatWhat oneone alsoalso wantswants toto knowknow isis whether,whether, 
givengiven thatthat wewe couldcould feedfeed moremore people,people, wewe 
(a)(a) willwill andand (b)(b) oughtought to.to. AsAs forfor (a),(a), 
therethere areare enormouslyenormously complicatedcomplicated economiceconomic 
questionsquestions involved,involved, inin particularparticular whether,whether, 
givengiven aa substantialsubstantial declinedecline inin thethe animalanimal 
industry'sindustry's demanddemand forfor corn,corn, oats,oats, etc.,etc., 
therethere willwill bebe sufficientlysufficiently attractiveattractive eco­eco­
nomicnomic incentivesincentives forfor farmersfarmers toto produceproduce 
amountsamounts ofof graingrain andand otherother foodstuffsfoodstuffs thatthat 
wouldwould bebe sufficientsufficient toto feedfeed anan everever growinggrowing 
worldworld population,population, anan economiceconomic possibilitypossibility 
thatthat needsneeds aa soundsound empiricalempirical basis,basis, notnot 
hopefulhopeful speculation,speculation, ifif thethe casecase forfor itsits 
likelihoodlikelihood isis toto bebe established,established, asas itit mustmust 
bebe if,if, likelike Singer,Singer, wewe restrest thethe casecase forfor 
vegetarianismvegetarianism onon thethe likelylikely consequencesconsequences ofof 
alternativealternative coursescourses ofof action.action. AndAnd asas forfor 
(b),(b), whatwhat needsneeds toto bebe shown,shown, notnot assumed,assumed, 
isis thatthat thethe consequencesconsequences ofof feedingfeeding anan everever 
expandingexpanding globalglobal populationpopulation areare preferablepreferable 
toto takingtaking other,other, possiblypossibly drasticdrastic stepssteps 
(e.g.,(e.g., involuntaryinvoluntary sterilization)sterilization) toto putput 
aa lidlid onon populationpopulation growth.growth. OfOf coursecourse 
therethere areare somesome forfor whomwhom easyeasy recourserecourse toto 
suchsuch drasticdrastic stepssteps willwill clashclash withwith theirtheir 
understandingsunderstandings ofof basicbasic humanhuman rightsrights oror 
commoncommon moralmoral intuitions.intuitions. ButBut itit isis abso­abso­
lutelylutely essentialessential toto realizerealize thatthat SingerSinger 
willwill havehave nonenone ofof this--notthis--not appealsappeals toto moralmoral 
rights,rights, sincesince suchsuch appealsappeals are,are, toto him,him, 
merelymerely "a"a concessiOnconcessiOn toto populaI'populaI' I'hetoric,"SI'hetoric,"S 
notnot appealsappeals toto "our"our commoncommon moralmoral intuitions"intuitions" 
since,since, inin hishis view,view, thisthis "inbuilt"inbuilt conser­conser­
vatismvatism .. .. .. isis liableliable toto taketake relicsrelics ofof 
ourour culturalcultural historyhistory asas thethe touchstonestouchstones ofof 
morality"morality" (p.(p. 326).326). ForFor Singer,Singer, allall andand 
everythingeverything turnsturns onon consequences.consequences. And,And, 
becausebecause ofof this,this, thethe burdenburden ofof fix1nSfix1nS 
andand weighingweighing allall the.the. relevantrelevant conse­conse­
quencesquences mustmust bebe dutifullydutifully borneborne byby him,him, 
whichwhich isis whywhy hishis putativeputative utilitarianutilitarian 
basisbasis forfor vegetarianismvegetarianism mustmust prin­inin prin­
cipleciple bebe farfar moremore complicated,complicated, 11 
believe,believe, thanthan eveneven hishis replyreply suggestssuggests hehe 
thinks.thinks. AllAll ofof thethe likelylikely consequences,consequences, 
bothboth ofof p~ailingp~ailing andand alternativealternative dietarydietary 
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practices,practices, forfor allall thethe affectedaffected parties,parties, inin 
allall thethe affecte~artsaffecte~arts ofof thethe globe,globe, 
inin bothboth thethe shortshort andand thethe longlong run,run, mustmust 
bebe fixedfixed andand weighed,weighed, andand thethe casecase forfor 
vegetarianismvegetarianism mustmust bebe establishedestablished onon thisthis 
basisbasis alone.alone. II hopehope itit neitherneither isis nornor seemsseems 
unfairunfair toto saysay that,that, despitedespite thethe advancesadvances 
SingerSinger hashas mademade inin sketchingsketching thethe broadbroad 
outlinesoutlines ofof aa utilitarianutilitarian casecase forfor vege­vege­
carianism,carianism, hehe hashas yetyet toto marshallmarshall enoughenough 
detaileddetailed empiricalempirical findingsfindings (e.g.,(e.g., detaileddetailed 
studiesstudies regardingregarding itsits impactimpact onon populationpopulation 
growth)growth) toto givegive aa finishedfinished oror compellingcompelling 
utilitarianutilitarian basisbasis forfor thethe wayway ofof lifelife hehe 
advocates.advocates. 

Now,Now, therethere is,is, II believe,believe, aa wayway aroundaround 
chischis problemproblem forfor thosethose whowho wishwish toto argueargue 
forfor thethe obligatorinessobligatoriness ofof vegetarianism,vegetarianism, 
andand oneone thatthat doesdoes notnot obligeoblige usus toto endorseendorse 
thethe "wrong-headed""wrong-headed" viewview thatthat consequencesconsequences 
areare altogetheraltogether irrelevantirrelevant toto thethe determi­determi­
nationnation ofof whatwhat isis rightright oror wrong.wrong. ThisThis isis 
cheche positionposition setset forthforth inin mymy originaloriginal essayessay 
onon thethe moralmoral basisbasis ofof vegetarianism.vegetarianism. 1010 ItIt 
involvesinvolves arguing,arguing, toto summarizesummarize thatthat positionposition 
crudely,crudely, thatthat thethe burdenburden ofof proofproof fallsfalls onon 
thosethose whowho harmharm thethe innocentinnocent toto showshow why,why, 
inin doingdoing so,so, theythey dodo notnot violateviolate thethe rightright 
ofof thethe innocentinnocent notnot toto bebe harmed,harmed, andand that,that, 
unlessunless oror untiluntil thosethose whowho themselvesthemselves harmharm 
thethe innocent,innocent, oror activelyactively supportsupport othersothers 
whowho dodo so,so, succeedsucceed inin showingshowing thatthat theythey 
areare notnot gUiltyguilty ofof violatingviolating thethe rightsrights ofof 
thethe innocent,innocent, wewe areare justifiedjustified inin viewingviewing 
theirtheir conductconduct asas violativeviolative ofof thethe rightsrights 
inin question.question. TheseThese abstractabstract principlesprinciples 
areare thenthen appliedapplied toto thethe casecase ofof ourour culture'sculture's 
useuse ofof animalsanimals asas aa foodfood source,source, bothboth 
withinwithin andand outsideoutside thethe contextcontext ofof factoryfactory 
farming,farming, thethe conclusionconclusion beingbeing thatthat unlessunless 
oror untiluntil wewe areare shownshown thatthat raisingraising andand killingkilling 
animalsanimals dodo notnot violateviolate theirtheir rights,rights, wewe 
areare rationallyrationally entitledentitled toto believebelieve andand 
morallymorally requiredrequired toto actact asas ifif theythey do.do. 
Thus,Thus, considerationsconsiderations aboutabout consequencesconsequences 
areare ~~ ruledruled outout asas irrelevantirrelevant byby mymy 
position,position, sincesince whetherwhether rightsrights areare violatedviolated 
willwill turnturn onon considerationsconsiderations thatthat includeinclude 
considerationsconsiderations aboutabout consequences.consequences. aut,aut, 
u~likeu~like Singer's,Singer's, mymy positionposition doesdoes notnot putput 
thethe burdenburden ofof proofproof onon meme toto fixfix andand weighweigh 
allall thethe likelylikely consequences,consequences, onon allall thethe 
interestedinterested parties,parties, inin allall partsparts ofof thethe 
globe,globe, etc.etc. TheThe burdenburden isis placedplaced onon thethe 
non-vegetarian.non-vegetarian. 

TheThe factfact thatthat mymy positionposition doesdoes notnot require
require
 
thatthat can

thethe moralmoral basisbasis ofof vegetarianismvegetarianism can
 
bebe advancedadvanced onlyonly onon thethe conditioncondition thatthat I
I
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(or(or otherother vegetarians)vegetarians) succeedsucceed inin fixingfixing 
andand weighingweighing allall thethe relevantrelevant consequencesconsequences 
is,is, II think,think, oneone ofof itsits significantsignificant strengths,strengths, 
justjust asas thethe oppositeopposite requirement,requirement, inin thethe 
casecase ofof Singer'sSinger's position,position, is,is, II think,think, oneone 
ofof itsits specialspecial weaknesses.weaknesses. WhetherWhether itit isis 
possiblepossible toto provideprovide aa rationallyrationally compellingcompelling 
theoreticaltheoretical basisbasis forfor aa positionposition likelike minemine 
withoutwithout havinghaving recourserecourse toto rightsrights isis unclearunclear 
toto me.me. ButBut unlessunless thethe burdenburden ofof proofproof isis 
shifted,shifted, asas mymy argumentargument attempts,attempts, thethe casecase 
forfor vegetarianismvegetarianism cancan nevernever inin principleprinciple bebe 
anyany moremore certaincertain thanthan ourour knowledgeknowledge concern­concern­
inging thethe likelylikely consequences,consequences, ofof ourour beingbeing 
oror notnot beingbeing vegetarians,vegetarians, onon allall thosethose 
affected,affected, inin allall partsparts ofof thethe globe,globe, etcetc .•.• 
etc.etc. TheThe enormousenormous burdenburden ofof providingproviding 
thisthis elusiveelusive knowledge,knowledge, II believe,believe, shouldshould 
bebe borne,borne, notnot byby thosethose whowho areare vegetarians,vegetarians, 
butbut byby thosethose whowho areare not,not, andand itit isis oneone ofof 
thethe virtuesvirtues ofof thethe useuse ofof thethe notionnotion ofof 
moralmoral rights,rights, aa virtuevirtue thatthat utilitarianismutilitarianism 
lacks,lacks, thatthat itit providesprovides usus withwith thethe argu­argu­
mentativementative meansmeans ofof shiftingshifting thethe burdenburden toto 
thosethose whowho oughtought toto bearbear it.it. 

TomTom ReganRegan 
NorthNorth CarolinaCarolina 

StateState UniversityUniversity 

lUnlesslUnless otherwiseotherwise indicated,indicated, pagepage refer­refer­
encesences followingfollowing quotationsquotations areare toto thisthis 
essayessay byby Singer.Singer.

2r2r havehave exploredexplored thethe moralmoral statusstatus ofof 
non-paradigmaticnon-paradigmatic humanshumans inin somesome detail.detail. 
SeeSee mymy "An"An ExaminationExamination andand DefenseDefense ofof 
OneOne ArgumentArgument ConcerningConcerning AnimalAnimal Rights,"Rights," 
Inquirv,Inquirv, Summer,Summer, 1979.1979. 

~The~The difficultiesdifficulties justicejustice causescauses forfor 
utilitarianismutilitarianism areare wellwell known,known, butbut II amam 
inclinedinclined toto believebelieve thatthat considerationsconsiderations 
asas diversediverse asas thethe theoreticaltheoretical foundationsfoundations 
ofof environmentalenvironmental ethicsethics andand thethe valuevalue ofof 
friendshipfriendship alsoalso highlighthighlight utilitarianism'sutilitarianism's 
shortcomings.shortcomings. OnOn thethe ill-fitill-fit betweenbetween 
utilitarianismutilitarianism andand environmentalenvironmental ethics,ethics, 
seesee mymy "The"The NatureNature andand PossibilityPossibility ofof AnAn 
EnvironmentalEnvironmental Ethic"Ethic" (Environmental(Environmental 
Ethics)Ethics) forthcoming.forthcoming. OnOn thethe difficultiesdifficulties 
thethe valuevalue ofof friendshipfriendship causescauses forfor utili ­utili ­
tariantarian theory,theory, seesee mymy "A"A RefutationRefutation ofof 
Utilitarianism"Utilitarianism" (under(under reView).reView). 

4S4Seeee inin particularparticular mymy "The"The MoralMoral BasisBasis 
ofof Vegetarianism,"Vegetarianism," TheThe CanadianCanadian JournalJournal 
ofof Philosoohv,Philosoohv, October,October, 1975.1975. SelectionsSelections 
fromfrom thisthis essayessay areare reprintedreprinted inin AnimalAnimal 
RightsRights andand HumanHuman Obligations,Obligations, editededited 
byby TomTom ReganRegan andand PeterPeter SingerSinger (Englewood(Englewood 
Cliffs:Cliffs: Prentice-Hall)Prentice-Hall) 19761976 andand inin 
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Todav's SecondSecond Edition,Edition,roday's MoralMoral Problems,Problems, 
edit~d (New(New York:York:edited byby RichardRichard WasserstromWasserstrom 
Macmillan)Macmillan) 1979.1979. SeeSee alsoalso mymy "Animal"Animal 
Rights,Rights, HumanHuman Wrongs,"Wrongs," EnvironmentalEnvironmental 
Ethics,Ethics, Summer,Summer, 1980.1980. ThisThis essayessay alsoalso 
willwill appear,appear, inin Polish,Polish, inin Etyka,Etyka, forth­forth­
coming.coming. 

5S5Seeee ,, forfor example,example, mymy "AitA DefenseDefense ofof 
Pacifism,"Pacifism," TheThe CanadianCanadian JournalJournal ofof 
PhilosophY,PhilosophY, January,January, 1972,1972, reprinted 
inin Todav'srodav's MoralMoral Problems,Problems, Ed~tion, 

reprinte~ 

FirstFirst Edition, 
editededited byby RichardRichard WasserstromWasserstrom (New(New York:York: 
Macmillan)Macmillan) 1975.1975. 

6Perhaps6Perhaps itit willwill bebe objectedobjected thatthat SingerSinger 
doesdoes notnot regardregard thethe equalityequality principleprinciple as 
aa principleprinciple thatthat isis distinctdistinct fromfrom pr~n­

a~ 

thethe prin­
cipleciple ofof utility,utility, despitedespite thethe factfact thatthat hehe 
st.atesst.ates thatthat utilitarianismutilitarianism "presupposes""presupposes" 
thethe eoualityequality principle.principle. IfIf thisthis werewere true,true, 
thenthen ~he takentaken outout ofof thethe chargechargethe stingsting wouldwould bebe 
ofof incoherenceincoherence justjust leveledleveled againstagainst hishis 
position.position. TheThe availableavailable evidenceevidence seemsseems toto 
bebe againstagainst thisthis defensedefense ofof ~owever,Singer,Singer, however,� 
sincesince wewe find,find, inin hishis PracticalPractical Eth~cs,.Ethics,� 

!£ pr~n­
t.hatt.hat SingerSinger attemptsattempts toto argueargue to thethe prin­
ciole thetheciple ofof utilityutility fromfrom acceptanceacceptance ofof 
eq~ality principl~ractical Ethicsequality principle (Practical Ethics, 
CambridgeCambridge UniversityUniversity Press,Press, 1980,1980, pp.pp. 11­11­
12).12). AllAll indicationsindications are,are, then,then, thatthat� 
SingerSinger doesdoes thethe twotwo principles,as
regardregard principles as� 
distinctdistinct andand alsoalso believesbelieves equal~ty
thatthat equality� 
isis moremore basicbasic thanthan utility.utility. AndAnd that,that,� 
asas II havehave arguedargued inin thethe above,above, inco­
isis inco­
herent,herent, ifif (a)(a) thethe principleprinciple ofof utilityutility� II 

isis saidsaid morality,
toto bebe "the"the solesole basisbasis ofof morality,"� 
ifif (b)(b) itself

thethe equalityequality principleprinciple isis itself� 
viewedviewed asas aa substantivesubstantive moralmoral principle,principle, and

and� 
ifif (c)(c) thethe "presupposed"

latterlatter principleprinciple isis "presupposed"� 
byby thethe former,former, inin thethe sensesense thatthat wewe are

are� 
supposedsupposed toto bebe ableable toto argueargue acceptance

fromfrom acceptance� 
ofof thethe equalityequality principleprinciple toto acceptance

acceptance� 
ofof utility.

thatthat ofof utility. 

7Singer7Singer atat utilitarian~leastleast suggestssuggests thatthat utilitarians 
historicallyhistorically havehave beenbeen successfulsuccessful inin respecting 
thethe equalityequality ofof interestsinterests principle,principle, andand ~t 

resP7ct~ng 

it� 
isis truetrue thatthat bothboth BenthamBentham andand Mill,Mill, forfor� 
example,example, ~ni~al
clearlyclearly indicateindicate thatthat animal inter­inter­

countcount forfor something.something. ~t ~sestsests ButBut it is notnot 
clearclear atat allall thatthat theythey thinkthink thatthat wewe areare 
constrainedconstrained toto countcount thethe likelike interestsinterests ofof 
animalsanimals andand humanshumans equally.equally. OnOn thisthis seesee mymy 

l'1illdiscussiondiscussion ofof l'1i11 inin "The"The MoralMoral BasisBasis ofof� 
Vegetartani,sm," cit.cit.�Vegetartani.sm ," .£E...£E..� 

STheThe pioneeringpioneering workwork ofof Harrison

RuthRuth Harrison� 
alwaysalways deservesdeserves specialspecial mention.mention. her

SeeSee her� 
AnimalAnimal MachinesMachines (London:(London: VincentVincent Stuart)

Stuart) 
1964.
1964.� 

Singer "The"The ParableParable ofof Fox

9peter9peter Singer, thethe Fox 
Unliber~ted Ethics,
andand thethe Un1iberated Animals,"Animals," Ethics, 

January,January, 1978,1978, p.p. 122.
122.� 
lOSee,lOSee, again,again, mymy "The"The MoralMoral BasisBasis of

of 

tarianism," cici t.
t.VegeVege tarianism, It .£E...£E.. 
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