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MEETINGMEETINGMEETING ANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENTANNOUNCEMENT 

AsAsAs partpartpart ofofof tiletiletile annualannualannual meetingmeetingmeeting ofofof thethethe :1odern
:1odern:1odern
 
LanguageLanguageLanguage AssociationAssociationAssociation ofofof AmericaAmericaAmerica ininin rtouston,
rtouston,rtouston,
 
DecemberDecemberDecember 27-30,27-30,27-30, 1980,1980,1980, aaa sessionsessionsession willwillwill be
bebe
 
heldheldheld entitledentitledentitled "Animal"Animal"Animal RightsRightsRights andandand welfare,
welfare,welfare,
 
andandand HumanHumanHuman Ethics,Ethics,Ethics, ininin TwentiethTwentiethTwentieth Century
CenturyCentury
 
Literature."Literature."Literature." TheTheThe sessionsessionsession willwillwill meetmeetmeet in
inin
 
thethethe ArborArborArbor RoomRoomRoom atatat thethethe HyattHyattHyatt RegencyRegencyRegency in
inin
 
noustonnoustonnouston ononon DecemberDecemberDecember 29,29,29, fromfromfrom 3:303:303:30 ­-­
4:454:454:45 p.m.p.m.p.m. ChairpersonChairpersonChairperson willwillwill bebebe Richard
RichardRichard
 
110rgan,110rgan,110rgan, coordinatorcoordinatorcoordinator ofofof WJ:itersWJ:itersWJ:iters forforfor Animal
AnimalAnimal
 
Rights.Rights.Rights. ForForFor furtherfurtherfurther information,information,information, contact
contactcontact
 
Dr.Dr.Dr. 110rgan110rgan110rgan at:at:at: EnglishEnglishEnglish Departr.lent,
Departr.lent,Departr.lent,
 
BoxBoxBox 19l20A,19l20A,19l20A, EastEastEast TennesseeTennesseeTennessee StateStateState University,
University,University,

JohnsonJohnsonJohnson City,City,City, TNTNTN 37614.'
37614.'37614.'
 

THETHETHE ETHICSETHICSETHICS OFOFOF THETHETHE USEUSEUSE OFOFOF ANIMALSANIMALSANIMALS INININ RESEARCHRESEARCHRESEARCH 

BatesBatesBates CollegeCollegeCollege hostedhostedhosted aaa conferenceconferenceconference ononon MarchMarchMarch 
21-22,21-22,21-22, 1980,1980,1980, entitled:entitled:entitled: "The"The"The EthicsEthicsEthics ofofof thethethe UseUseUse 
ofofof AnimalsAnimalsAnimals ininin Research."Research."Research." TheTheThe gathering,gathering,gathering, heldheldheld 
ininin Lewiston,Lewiston,Lewiston, MaineMaineMaine waswaswas mademademade possiblepossiblepossible throughthroughthrough 
ananan anonymousanonymousanonymous giftgiftgift bybyby aaa MaineMaineMaine philanthropist.philanthropist.philanthropist.
TheTheThe symposiumsymposiumsymposium metmetmet ininin twotwotwo sessions,sessions,sessions, oneoneone ononon 
philosophicphilosophicphilosophic andandand oneoneone ononon practicalpracticalpractical considerations.considerations.considerations. 

AfterAfterAfter criticallycriticallycritically reviewingreviewingreviewing severalseveralseveral positionspositionspositions 
ononon thethethe ethicsethicsethics ofofof ourourour treatmenttreatmenttreatment ofofof animals,animals,animals, 
philosopherphilosopherphilosopher TomTomTom Regan,Regan,Regan, ofofof NorthNorthNorth CarolinaCarolinaCarolina StateStateState 
university,university,university, arguedarguedargued hishishis ownownown evolvingevolvingevolving thesisthesisthesis 
basedbasedbased ononon conceptconceptconcept ofofof rights.rights.rights. LaunchingLaunchingLaunching fromfromfrom 
Dworkin'sDworkin'sDworkin's TakingTakingTaking RightsRightsRights Seriouslv,Seriouslv,Seriouslv, particu­particu­particu­
larlylarlylarly thethethe nononnononnonon thatthatthat "indl.viaua!"indl.viaua!"indl.viaua! rigntsrigntsrignts
'trump''trump''trump' thethethe rightsrightsrights ofofof thethethe group",group",group", ReganReganRegan 
describeddescribeddescribed severalseveralseveral alternativealternativealternative principlesprinciplesprinciples wnerewnerewnere 
tnattnattnat trumpingtrumpingtrumping oughtoughtought tototo givegivegive way.way.way. TheseTheseThese 
wouldwouldwould provideprovideprovide practicalpracticalpractical guidelinesguidelinesguidelines forforfor thethethe 
resolutionresolutionresolution ofofof conflictingconflictingconflicting claims,claims,claims, instancesinstancesinstances 
wherewherewhere ananan individual'sindividual'sindividual's rightsrightsrights wouldwouldwould bebebe sacri ­sacri­sacri ­
ficedficedficed forforfor thethethe sakesakesake ofofof thethethe group.group.group. AnAnAn indi­indi­indi­
vidual,vidual,vidual, humanhumanhuman ororor non-human,non-human,non-human, possessespossessespossesses rightsrightsrights 
ififif hehehe isisis "the"the"the subjectsubjectsubject ofofof aaa life,life,life, forforfor betterbetterbetter 
ororor forforfor worse."worse."worse." TheTheThe primacyprimacyprimacy ofofof individualindividualindividual 
rightsrightsrights overoverover thosethosethose ofofof thethethe group,group,group, ReganReganRegan asserts,asserts,asserts, 
placesplacesplaces thethethe burdenburdenburden ofofof justificationjustificationjustification ononon thosethosethose 
wnDwnDwnD wouldwouldwould abridgeabridgeabridge ananan individual'sindividual'sindividual's rights.rights.rights. 
TheTheThe researcherresearcherresearcher musmusmus ttt show,,,hyshow,,,hyshow,,,hy thethethe subjsubjsubj eeeeee ttt ofofof 
ananan experiment,experiment,experiment, ififif hehehe isisis ananan individualindividualindividual withwithwith 
rights,rights,rights, mustmustmust givegivegive themthemthem upupup forforfor thethethe sakesakesake ofofof aaa 
group.group.group. 
InInIn hishishis formalformalformal response,response,response, MarkMarkMark Okrent,Okrent,Okrent, ofofof thethethe 

PhilosophyPhilosophyPhilosophy DepartmentDepartmentDepartment atatat BatesBatesBates ColleGe,ColleGe,ColleGe, 
chargedchargedcharged ReganReganRegan tototo furtherfurtherfurther unpackunpackunpack hishishis criterioncriterioncriterion 
forforfor possessionpossessionpossession ofofof rights.rights.rights. HeHeHe arguedarguedargued tnattnattnat 
"being"being"being aaa subject"subject"subject" impliesimpliesimplies self-consciousness,self-consciousness,self-consciousness, 
aaa criterioncriterioncriterion thatthatthat wouldwouldwould excludeexcludeexclude aaa mostmostmost non­non­non­
humanhumanhuman animals--Washoe'sanimals--Washoe'sanimals--Washoe's "me"me"me Washoe"Washoe"Washoe" notwith­notwith­notwith­
standing.standing.standing. AgreeingAgreeingAgreeing thatthatthat thisthisthis waswaswas aaa criticalcriticalcritical 
problemproblemproblem forforfor hishishis position,position,position, ReganReganRegan referredreferredreferred 
tototo ananan abilityabilityability cococo rememberrememberremember asasas aaa furtherfurtherfurther 
tentativetentativetentative explicationexplicationexplication DEDEDE "subj"subj"subj ect."ect."ect." .'lemory.'lemory.'lemory 
isisis notnotnot yetyetyet self-awareness,self-awareness,self-awareness, whilewhilewhile ititit isisis moremoremore 
thanthanthan sentience.sentience.sentience. 
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InInIn aaa secondsecondsecond formalformalformal responseresponseresponse tototo Regan,Regan,Regan, David
DavidDavid
 
KolbKolbKolb (Pnilosophy(Pnilosophy(Pnilosophy Department,Department,Department, BatesBatesBates College)
College)College)

suggestedsuggestedsuggested thatthatthat wewewe "stop"stop"stop talkingtalkingtalking aboutaboutabout animal
animalanimal
 
r~3htsr~3htsr~3hts andandand startstartstart talkin:;talkin:;talkin:; aboutaboutabout anit!!alanit!!alanit!!al values."values."values." 
Rl.ghtsRl.ghtsRl.ghts areareare thethethe wrongwrongwrong foundation,foundation,foundation, ininin partpartpart 
becausebecausebecause theytheythey areareare eithereithereither possessedpossessedpossessed ororor not.not.not. 
ValuesValuesValues comecomecome ininin degreedegreedegree andandand allowallowallow ususus tototo "move"move"move 
downdowndown thethethe hierarchyhierarchyhierarchy ofofof animals"animals"animals" ininin aaa searchsearchsearch 
forforfor alternativealternativealternative methodsmethodsmethods ofofof research.research.research. 

SpeakingSpeakingSpeaking moremoremore directlydirectlydirectly tototo thethethe questionquestionquestion ofofof 
practice,practice,practice, TomTomTom WolfleWolfleWolfle (National(National(National InstituteInstituteInstitute ofofof 
Health)Health)Health) offeredofferedoffered thethethe weigntweigntweignt ofofof aaa briefbriefbrief historyhistoryhistory
ofofof biomedicalbiomedicalbiomedical breakthroughsbreakthroughsbreakthroughs tototo assertassertassert thethethe 
indispensabilityindispensabilityindispensability ofofof animalsanimalsanimals tototo research.research.research. 
GivenGivenGiven thatthatthat thisthisthis rolerolerole forforfor thethethe animalanimalanimal isisis criticalcriticalcritical 
tototo contemporarycontemporarycontemporary science,science,science, WolfleWolfleWolfle isisis concernedconcernedconcerned 
withwithwith thethethe adequacyadequacyadequacy ofofof animalanimalanimal care.care.care. AsAsAs aaa 
veterinarianveterinarianveterinarian andandand ananan animalanimalanimal behavioristbehavioristbehaviorist hehehe 
systematicallysystematicallysystematically assessesassessesassesses theirtheirtheir species-~pecificspecies-~pecificspecies-~pecific 
needs,needs,needs, Distinguis~ingDistinguis~ingDistinguis~ing betweenbetweenbetween stressstressstress andandand 
distress,distress,distress, andandand holdingholdingholding thethethe formerformerformer tototo bebebe aaa 
necessarynecessarynecessary partpartpart ofofof life,life,life, hehehe attemptsattemptsattempts tototo con­con­con­
troltroltrol thethethe animal'sanimal'sanimal's distress.distress.distress. PartlyPartlyPartly basedbasedbased ononon 
aaa readingreadingreading ofofof HansHansHans Selye,Selye,Selye, hehehe wouldwouldwould achieveachieveachieve 
thisthisthis bybyby "providing"providing"providing w!!ll-definedw!!ll-definedw!!ll-defined controlledcontrolledcontrolled 
stressstressstress sososo thatthatthat thethethe animalanimalanimal isisis betterbetterbetter equippedequippedequipped 
tototo copecopecope withwithwith hishishis laterlaterlater lifelifelife ininin thethethe laboratory."laboratory."laboratory." 
In,aIn,aIn,a carefullycarefullycarefully arguedarguedargued response,response,response, DeborahDeborahDeborah MayoMayoMayo 

(Phl.losophy(Phl.losophy(Phl.losophy Department,Department,Department, VirginiaVirginiaVirginia PolytechnicPolytechnicPolytechnic 
InstituteInstituteInstitute andandand StateStateState University)University)University) demonstrateddemonstrateddemonstrated 
thethethe incompatibilityincompatibilityincompatibility ofofof thisthisthis adaptationadaptationadaptation 
trainingtrainingtraining tototo thethethe laboratory,laboratory,laboratory, withwithwith concernconcernconcern forforfor 
thethethe animal'sanimal'sanimal's naturalnaturalnatural needs.needs.needs. SocializationSocializationSocialization 
tototo thethethe stressstressstress ofofof thethethe laboratorylaboratorylaboratory begsbegsbegs thethethe 
ethicalethicalethical questionquestionquestion ofofof thethethe limitslimitslimits ofofof thethethe conditionsconditionsconditions 
tototo whichwhichwhich thethethe animalanimalanimal shouldshouldshould bebebe requiredrequiredrequired tototo 
ada~t.ada~t.ada~t. MayoMayoMayo alsoalsoalso offeredofferedoffered aaa numbernumbernumber ofofof ar~u­ar~u­ar~u­
mentsmentsments againstagainstagainst thethethe "scientific"scientific"scientific justificationjustificationjustification 
ofofof animalanimalanimal experiments."experiments."experiments." SheSheShe heldheldheld thatthatthat 
invalidinvalidinvalid researchresearchresearch arisesarisesarises fromfromfrom thethethe artificialityartificialityartificiality
ofofof laboratorylaboratorylaboratory conditionsconditionsconditions andandand ofofof laboratory-laboratory-laboratory- ... 
bredbredbred animals,animals,animals, fromfromfrom thethethe presencepresencepresence ofofof inter­inter­inter­
speciesspeciesspecies differences,differences,differences, andandand fromfromfrom thethethe confusionconfusionconfusion 
ofofof backgroundbackgroundbackground withwithwith experimentalexperimentalexperimental variables.variables.variables. 

ProvidingProvidingProviding highhighhigh contrastcontrastcontrast tototo wolfle,wolfle,wolfle, bothbothboth sub­sub­sub­
sta~tivelysta~tivelysta~tively andandand stylistically,stylistically,stylistically, EmmanuelEmmanuelEmmanuel BernsteinBernsteinBernstein 
del~vereddel~vereddel~vered ananan evocativeevocativeevocative andandand impassionedimpassionedimpassioned pleapleaplea 
tnattnattnat wewewe lessenlessenlessen thethethe amountamountamount ofofof painpainpain tototo whichwhichwhich wewewe 
subjectsubjectsubject animalsanimalsanimals iuiuiu research.research.research. Bernstein'sBernstein'sBernstein's 
positionpositionposition isisis thatthatthat muchmuchmuch researchresearchresearch isisis redundantredundantredundant 
andandand inapplicable;inapplicable;inapplicable; and,and,and, hence,hence,hence, tnattnattnat thethethe painpainpain 
involvedinvolvedinvolved isisis unjustifiable.unjustifiable.unjustifiable. TakingTakingTaking thethethe 
researchresearchresearch paradigmparadigmparadigm ofofof learnedlearnedlearned helplessnesshelplessnesshelplessness 
asasas ananan example,example,example, hehehe triedtriedtried tototo showshowshow that,that,that, whilewhilewhile 
thethethe sufferingsufferingsuffering ofofof thethethe dogsdogsdogs isisis considerable,considerable,considerable, 
thethethe phenomenonphenomenonphenomenon inducedinducedinduced isisis notnotnot aaa validvalidvalid 
analogueanalogueanalogue tototo humanhumanhuman depression.depression.depression. AAA clinicalclinicalclinical 
psychologistpsychologistpsychologist ininin privateprivateprivate practicepracticepractice (Saranac(Saranac(Saranac 
LakLakLak777,,, NewNewNew York),York),York), BernsteinBernsteinBernstein proposedproposedproposed tnetnetne for­for­for­
mat~onmat~onmat~on ofofof groupsgroupsgroups withinwithinwithin researchresearchresearch disciplinesdisciplinesdisciplines 
tototo actactact asasas animalanimalanimal advocates.advocates.advocates. 

AnAnAn animalanimalanimal requiresrequiresrequires "a"a"a "orld"orld"orld tototo bebebe whatwhatwhat ititit 
is",is",is", <;>ffered<;>ffered<;>ffered JohnJohnJohn Cowgell,Cowgell,Cowgell, aaa doctoraldoctoraldoctoral candi­candi­candi­
datedatedate InInIn thethethe ZoologyZoologyZoology DepartmentDepartmentDepartment ~orth~orth~orth CarolinaCarolinaCarolina 
StateStateState University,University,University, withwithwith aaa backg~oundbackg~oundbackg~ound bothbothboth ininin 
psychologypsychologypsychology andandand thethethe philosophyphilosophyphilosophy ofofof biology.biology.biology.
TheTheThe harmharmharm thatthatthat comescomescomes fromfromfrom ourourour denialdenialdenial tototo thethethe 
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and otherness. 

Dr. Kenneth J. Shapiro 

and otherness.
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and otherness. 
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animalanimalanimal ofofof itsitsits peculiarpeculiarpeculiar worldworldworld isisis aaa broaderbroaderbroader 
andandand moremoremore morallymorallymorally relevantrelevantrelevant criterioncriterioncriterion ofofof abuseabuseabuse 
thanthanthan pain.pain.pain. AllAllAll animalsanimalsanimals deservedeservedeserve suchsuchsuch con­con­con­
sideration,sideration,sideration, independentindependentindependent ofofof anyanyany positivepositivepositive
prejudiceprejudiceprejudice towardtowardtoward thosethosethose "star"star"star species"species"species" 
apparentlyapparentlyapparently moremoremore likelikelike us.us.us. OurOurOur ethicalethicalethical obli­obli­obli­
gationgationgation tototo themthemthem oughtoughtought notnotnot bebebe foundedfoundedfounded ininin 
humanhumanhuman interestinterestinterest andandand empathy.empathy.empathy. butbutbut ininin ourourour 
recognitionrecognitionrecognition ofofof theirtheirtheir reality,reality,reality, integrityintegrityintegrity 




