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ConferenceConference onon Medicine,Medicine, AnimalsAnimals andand ManMan 

AA ConferenceConference onon Medicine,Medicine, AnimalsAnimals andand f~nf~n 

waswas heldheld atat thethe UniversityUniversity ofof IllinoisIllinois MedicalMedical 
CenterCenter onon MayMay 21,21, 1980.1980. OrganizedOrganized byby thethe 
University'sUniversity's HumanisticHumanistic StudiesStudies Program,Program, 
thethe conferenceconference broughtbrought togethertogether researchersresearchers 
andand scholarsscholars fromfrom variousvarious fieldsfields rangingranging 
fromfrom philosophyphilosophy toto psychiatrypsychiatry andand physiologyphysiology 
andand attractedattracted anan audienceaudience ofof approximatelyapproximately 
7575 persons.persons. ThreeThree sequentialsequential sessionssessions 
featuredfeatured discussionsdiscussions ofof "Animals"Animals antlantl Society,"Society," 
"Animals"Animals inin Science"Science" andand "i-Iumanistic"i-Iumanistic 
PerspectivesPerspectives onon A'1imalsA'1imals andand Mom."Mom." 

InIn thethe first,first, MichaelMichael J.J. McCullochMcCulloch ofof 
NorthwestNorthwest PsychiatricPsychiatric Associates,Associates, Portland,Portland, 
Oregon,Oregon, spokespoke onon thethe novelnovel usesuses ofof petspets inin 
therapeutictherapeutic settings.settings. ThisThis approach,approach, usedused 
effectivelyeffectively inin dealingdealing withwith depressiondepression inin 
terminalterminal illnessillness andand withwith mentallymentally disturbeddisturbed 
children,children, waswas mostmost dramaticallydramatically illustratedillustrated 
byby aa filmfilm mademade atat Ohio'sOhio's LimaLima StateState HospitalHospital 
forfor thethe criminallycriminally insane.insane. InterviewsInterviews withwith 
inmatesinmates andand staffstaff indicatedindicated thatthat thethe cautiouscautious 
introductionintroduction ofof companioncompanion animalsanimals intointo thisthis 
institutioninstitution hashas hadhad aa profoundprofound impactimpact inin tnetne 
followingfollowing areas:areas: morale,morale, reducedreduced violence,violence, 
improvedimproved communications,communications, companionship,companionship, 
sensesense ofof purpose,purpose, responsibility,responsibility, self-control,self-control, 
meaningfulmeaningful andand purposefulpurposeful activity.activity. AaronAaron 
a.a. KatcherKatcher (Psychiatry,(Psychiatry, UniversityUniversity ofof 
Pennsylvania)Pennsylvania) consideredconsidered thethe bondbond betweenbetween 
peoplepeople andand animalsanimals inin urbanurban society,society, offeringoffering 
somesome originaloriginal andand suggestivesuggestive observationsobservations onon 
thisthis relationship'srelationship's psychologicalpsychological undercurrents.undercurrents. 
(These(These topicstopics werewere pursuedpursued inin aa specialspecial after­after­
dinnerdinner workshopworkshop conductedconducted thethe previousprevious eveningevening 
byby JulesJules CassCass ofof thethe VeteransVeterans Administration.)Administration.) 
Finally,Finally, AlanAlan M.M. BeckBeck (Veterinary(Veterinary Medicine,Medicine, 
UniversityUniversity ofof Pennsylvania)Pennsylvania) detaileddetailed thethe 
healthhealth problemsproblems generatedgenerated byby urbanurban pets,pets, 
concentratingconcentrating onon thethe socialsocial costscosts ofof dog-dog-
causedcaused diseasesdiseases andand injuries.injuries. 

TheThe secondsecond sessionsession dealtdealt withwith thethe problemproblem 
ofof decision-makingdecision-making inin scientificscientific experimen­experimen­
tationtation utilizingutilizing animals.animals. RobertRobert A.A. KlepsKleps 
(Research(Research Resources,Resources, UIHC)UIHC) outlinedoutlined thethe manymany 
variablesvariables tnattnat havehave toto bebe takentaken intointo accountaccount 
inin designingdesigning anan experimentexperiment whichwhich isis bothboth 
scientificallyscientifically acceptableacceptable andand observesobserves 
reasonablereasonable humanehumane precepts.precepts. AnAn especiallyespecially 
valuablevaluable talktalk byby F.F. BarbaraBarbara OrlansOrlans (National(National 
InstitutesInstitutes ofof Health)Health) offeredoffered aa defensedefense ofof 
biomedicalbiomedical researchresearch andand wentwent intointo considerablyconsiderably 
moremore detail,detail, suggestingsuggesting thatthat experimentsexperiments bebe 
assessedassessed inin termsterms ofof whetherwhether thethe "ethical"ethical costs"costs" 
incurredincurred areare outweighedoutweighed byby thethe benefitsbenefits toto manman 
(or(or animals)animals) likelylikely toto result.result. ToTo thisthis end,end, 
sheshe alsoalso sketchedsketched aa classificationclassification ofof degreesdegrees 
ofof invasivenessinvasiveness andand aa hierarchyhierarchy ofof livingliving 
organismsorganisms withwith respectrespect toto theirtheir capacitycapacity toto 
suffersuffer that.that. mightmight facilitatefacilitate decision-making.decision-making. 

InIn thethe remainingremaining session,session, fourfour paperspapers werewere 
presentedpresented coveringcovering veryvery diversediverse topics:topics: 
"Animal"Animal Rights"Rights" (Richard(Richard Fern,Fern, Philosophy,Philosophy, 
UniversityUniversity ofof Illinois,Illinois, Urba:1.a),Urba:1.a), "Danlin'"Danlin' ss 
InstinctInstinct ModelModel ofof thethe EvolutionEvolution ofof ~illral~illral 

Behavior"Behavior" (Robert(Robert Richards,Richards, History,History, UniversityUniversity 
ofof Chicago),Chicago), "History"History ofof thethe HumaneHumane ;'lovement;'lovement 
andand ProspectsProspects forfor thethe 1980s"1980s" (Robert(Robert Brow.J.Brow.J. ,, 
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ChicagoChicago Anti-CrueltyAnti-Cruelty Society),Society), andand "Images"Images 
ofof CrueltyCruelty inin Dostoievsky'sDostoievsky's Novels"Novels" (Harianna(Harianna 
R.R. Burt,Burt, UIMC).UIMC). FernFern investigatedinvestigated thethe 
vexingvexing questionquestion ofof howhow conflictingconflicting interestsinterests 
ofof humanshumans andand animalsanimals shouldshould bebe weighed,weighed, 
attemptingattempting toto constructconstruct anan arrangementarrangement andand 
rankingranking ofof thethe interestsinterests ofof eacheach asas basic,basic, 
seriousserious oror peripheral.peripheral. BrownBrown su~~arizedsu~~arized thethe 
cnal12ngescnal12nges thatthat willwill faceface bothboth researchersresearchers 
andand animalanimal welfaristswelfarists inin comingcoming years.years. 
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