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The Portuguese in America

Immigrants have been coming to America’s shores since this countryrsias fi
discovered; the Portuguese are just one of many such immigrant groups. Yatethéso one of
the most ignored, some even go as far as to call the Portuguese an invisible/Mnirsanit the
truth of this when | visited local libraries and historical societies and fdwatdhey had next to
no information on their Portuguese communities despite the long standing of these d¢@samun

and how active they have been in local industry.

The strong Portuguese presence in California can be seen in many areasupain
the dairy industry, at one point in time the Portuguese owned 75% of the dairiesom@eli
There are also the festas which have been celebrated in Portuguese ceamu@dlifornia for
over 140 years, really as long as there have been strong Portuguese commuhéisgateé.
Yet despite these annual celebrations of Portuguese culture we sittls@edognition for the
Portuguese as an ethnic group in America. This seems especially unfairauh@mgider that
the number of people of Azorean descent in California alone is more than twice that of the
population of all nine of the Azorean islands, as of 1996 the population of the Azores was
240,000 yet there were nearly 1 million people of Azorean descent in Califahthide | would
not go as far as others and say that the Portuguese are on invisible mworitg kay that we
are defiantly an under recognized one. Few people in California even realizesis¢te was
discovered by a Portuguese man Joao Rodrigues Cabrilho or our importance in many of the

industries that make California great like farming, fishing, and espettial dairy industry.
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As a person of Portuguese descent | have always been interested irotlyehibie
Portuguese in America and especially in California. It was not untilngritiis paper however
that | really began to explore this history and as | began my researstsuypaised to discover
just how little information there was to be found. Already knowing the impatahthe
Portuguese in the California dairy and farming industries | was expeotimd a wide range of
sources and information on the history of the Portuguese in this state. Espeawally she past
twenty years or so there has been such a surge of interest in ethniedisttiie United States,
this interest however seems to focus only on a small number of ethnic groups ankesadly t
Portuguese do not number among those. It seems that if a person like me wants to &arn mor
about their cultural heritage it is up to that individual to do the research them#elas with
that thought in mind that | started this project and | think that if nothing else tlaeatesione

here has given me a deeper appreciation for my own cultural heritage.

Before looking at the Portuguese in America | think that it is importantstddiok at
where they emigrated from. It is interesting to note that the Portugnesgrants to this
country in large part did not emigrate from mainland Portugal but rather froAztres, a
group of nine islands in the Atlantic. In fact 90% of Portuguese immigrants to ttezl\$tates
came from the Azorean islanti¥he Azores are made up of nine islands: Santa Maria, Sao
Miguel, Terceira, Graciosa, Faial, Sao Jorge, Pico, Flores, and Corvo. Thes Arein the
Atlantic ocean about 930 miles from Lisbon and 2,400 miles from the east coasUaoitd
States. The Azores have a total area of 910 square miles with the island of Salbldiigg the

largest at 290 sqg. miles and Corvo being the smallest island at only 7 sq. miles.
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Less than 40% of the surface area of these islands is suitable for agftihis has not

surprisingly led to hard times for Azoreans throughout their history on these islands. 5@bd ha
times been hard to come by on the islands and attempting to produce enough food to feed their
population with such a small area of farm land was never an easy task. Being abosaad

miles from anywhere it was not until recently that importing foodstuffs beeamal possibility

for the people of the Azores.

What it lacks in location and arable land however it makes up for in climate. iraecli
of the Azores is much like that found on California’s central coast, meaning thagakigewis
very moderate with highs usually in the seventies and lows normally in the. fifties moderate
climate has not always been a blessing for the Azoreans however, manynAruregrants
used to mild weather found it difficult to adjust to the harsh winters found on thevaastand
the scorching summers experienced in California’s central valley. tithiere was a folk saying
among the Azoreans that went “California... is heaven for the women, purgatdng foen and
hell for the burros”. While I'm sure most immigrant women did not in fact find California to be
heaven on earth it's easy to imagine that the men who found themselves working autside i
hundred degree heat, after a lifetime spent in a more moderate climate, begatido tjusir

decision to immigrate to California.

The Azores were discovered during the Portuguese age of discovery, when the
Portuguese took to the sea and eventually formed colonies as far away asrMaicaa.i The
exact date that the Azores were discovered is hotly contested, some sagrheyscovered as

early as 1147, they were officially discovered in fourteenth century byaBoXelho Cabral.
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The Portuguese began to establish colonies there in 1433 but it was not until the sixteenth
century that serious efforts were made to colonize the islands. The finsistolere from

southern Portugal and Flanders. As the population of the islands grew there limitations,
especially in terms of land, became more and more apparent. It only took a few huadsed ye

for the islands to become severely overcrowded. As a result poverty incredsiogiye an

issue on the islands. A thousand miles from anywhere with nowhere to expand Azoreans began

to immigrate to the United States in force in the early 1800'’s.

Considering the geography of the islands it is not hard to see why people chase to le
the Azores. The islands were small and isolated and little of the land could be used for
agriculture. Overpopulation has been a problem throughout the history of the Azores; in 1890 the
Azores had a population density of 314.9 to the square®iinilepmparison as of 2002 the
population density of the Azores was 274.5 to the square mile. It was impossible Aaores
to meet the needs of its people with its limited resources and land availdhédiy simply were
not that many opportunities for the people living there. Jobs were scarce andaaiwere the
basic necessities like food. The Azores, being volcanic islands, also suffereatcfrasional
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions which could destroy entire villages, wheierdisiie these
occurred it was not uncommon for all the surviving members of the destroyed \ollsgteout

for America or Brazil to start a new life.

Conscription also drove many young men to flee their home land. Portugal required
compulsory military service from its young men. They were conscripteidtaen and required

to serve for several years, eight years in the 1880key were usually sent to fight in
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Portugal’s African colonies, such as Portuguese Angola where unreegasnt and a strong
military presence was required. Understandably these young men were molgréyteager to

go fight in Africa, especially when you consider the amount of money a sefa$gpaid, during
WWI they were paid the equivalent of eight cents a day minus the cost of their urafadims
required to do three years service in the atPighe Portuguese government did its best to stop
young men of military age from leaving the islands. However that only &y wf them to stow
away on any boat that happened to be heading to America, some boats took thirty oramore at
time. In fact of the over 1 million Portuguese who left Portugal between 1885 and T83tnthi
percent were illegal immigrants and most of those illegal immigrants yeeing men avoiding

conscription into the arm#¥.

When you consider all the problems that the Azores had: overpopulation, lack of land for
farming, poverty, isolation, natural disasters and the conscription of its yoemgf is no
wonder that so many Azoreans left the islands to seek a better life elselvigealso no
surprise that many of those who left came to look for a better life in Amerita. &fthis was a
time period in which immigrants were pouring into the United States frocoméers of the
globe, the Portuguese simply became a part of that great tide of people véhto camerica

looking for a better life for themselves and their families.

The east coast was for many years one of the predominant destinatidogtguese
immigrants coming to the United States, as the Azores are in the middle ofathecAicean it
was easier and cheaper for Portuguese immigrants to go the east codst. io get to

California they would have to go overland or around South America, neither option was
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particularly easy or cheap for these new immigrants. As a result of thissheoast has an older
Portuguese community then we find on the west coast and grew to a consideeatnlech
quicker. Of the over 1 million people claiming Portuguese ancestry in the Uteated $ 2000,
43% were resident in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut and 33% weckeisituat

California?

Many of the earliest Portuguese immigrants to the east coast camalomgwhips, it
was common in those times for captains to have large parts of their crew jump shie giosnt
along the way and the Azores became a popular place to pick up new crew membeesuis a
one of the earliest Portuguese communities in the United States developed in Newl Bedf
Massachusetts. New Bedford was the hub of the whaling industry in the Unitesl $¢aen
whaling ships came into port it was not uncommon for Portuguese crew member to jump ship,
just as their predecessors in the whaling crew had done, and as a result Batitomgese
community began to develop in New Bedford. In fact at one point 65.3% of the Portuguese
living on the east coast lived in New Bedfbtend in 1910 ten percent of the population of New
Bedford was foreign born PortuguééaVho knows how many second and third generation
Portuguese were living in the city at the time. It's hard to say but if théewaf foreign born
Portuguese was so high and considering there had been a Portuguese commeifdtlydlier a
hundred years the real number of people of Portuguese ethnicity living in that coynmustit

have been considerable.

On the east coast Portuguese immigrants usually found jobs working in factoioea

lesser extent in the fishing industry. As the whaling industry began to declin®étifard

12 . . . .

Alvin Ray Graves, Immigrants in Agriculture, pg. 3
B Jerry R. Williams, And Yet They Come: Portuguese Immigration from the Azores to the United States, pg. 21
' Christian John Bannick, Portuguese Immigration to the U.S, pg. 21



became a center of the textile industry and many Portuguese immigrarteiafanilies, in
need of a new means of employment, found work in these factories. Factory workvesatipe
of the only employment options for the Portuguese livening on the east coastiatehitand
was simply too expensive on the east coast for these new immigrants totedfuidhs a result
few Portuguese went into farming, though some did become farm hands. In fathef al
Portuguese immigrants living on the east coast only 1% became agricst$dralihis is a stark
contrast to the situation of Portuguese immigrants in California, Califoasiaccounted for
87% of all Portuguese farmers in the United Stétaalith land being beyond their reach and
most Portuguese immigrants being unskilled labor those immigrants who lived osttheast

had few options but to take jobs in factories.

As a result of their work in factories most Portuguese on the east coast livtezsiarmd
this resulted in the development of Portuguese communities within those citiesl@@2ahere
were no less than seven Portuguese enclaves on the east coast consistisgledmtwenty
thousand people, these enclaves were New Bedford, Boston, Taunton, Fall River, Rnenince
and Gloucestet’ As a result of the Portuguese living in these enclaves on the east coast they
were able to form arguable stronger Portuguese communities therathbe ftound anywhere
else in the U.S. In the beginning however these Portuguese enclaves weaflynahysvhere
anyone would want to live. Like most immigrant communities found in cities it the
people living in these enclaves lived in what we would today call tenements. It eessaugy for
every member of a family to take work in a factory simply for a fatoilget by. As a result the

children of these Portuguese immigrants worked instead of attending schootieCiogdihis it
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is not surprising to discover that for many years Portuguese immigrants hHaghbst
percentage of illiterates among all the ethnic groups arriving in the Btiséels® This
illiteracy and lack of education kept the Portuguese living on the eastcdastrole of
unskilled labor until fairly recently and as a result the Portuguese living @agheoast had

little opportunity for advancement.

Though the number of Portuguese in California is large the Portuguese therkrusie a
always made their living in agriculture or dairying and as a result have fiveddsout in rural
areas, therefore in California there are no real Portuguese neighborhetazentbompare to
those on the east coast. On the east coast, as a result of the Portuguesaripidiyrgent
mainly in factories and therefore living in cities, there are whole aamitras of Portuguese with
shops that are run by Portuguese and cater to them, selling Portuguese foddsuVifse you
can find the occasional Portuguese bakery in California those sorts of things arerauch r
there. Some say that there is a stronger sense of community and heritagertutiieeBe
enclaves found on the east coast then in California but | would disagree. WHibenGadi cities
may not have the Portuguese neighborhoods that they have on the east coast we atieha
strong sense of community. In cities here that have a large population of peopleigfi&set
descent the Portuguese halls are active and the people proud of their H@ttagemmunities

are just as strong as those on the east coast; they are simply more spagadsoudller in size.

Looking at the number of foreign born Portuguese living in communities on the east coast
in a given year can give us a better understanding of how these communities gréve gears

and during what time period we saw the largest influx on Portuguese immigrants.
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County

Town

1885

1895 1905 1915
Massachusetts
Barnstable 848 1,318 1,801
Provincetown 698 962 1,003 962
Bristol 2,506 7,263 17,938
New Bedford 1,445 3,861 7,352 15,145
Fall River 313 1,707 7,020 13,360
Taunton 276 536 1,425 2,772
Essex 621 1,020 1,379
Gloucester 466 711 758 943
Middlesex 538 1,523 2,814
Cambridge 351 825 1,237 2,216
Lowell 43 310 924 1,930
Suffolk 1,150 1,266 1,289
Boston 1,122 1,215 1,233 1,507
Dukes
Nantucket 420 852 2,642
Norfolk
Plymouth
Total
Massachusetts 6,118 13,208 27,037 52,133
Rhode | sland
Providence 363 981 2,173 3,737




East 16 81 403 1,097
Providence
Portsmouth 121 251 537 510
Bristol 83 205 659 1,333
Middletown 57 176 237 396
Newport 22 99 256 657
Tiverton 21 74 219 563
Total Rhode 814 2,241 5,293 10,449
Island

As you can see the influx of Portuguese immigrants grew steadily overdteand
reached its peak between 1905 and 1915. Portuguese immigration fell off afiendiperiod
because the United States government implemented stricter regulations on lilee oium
Portuguese immigrants who were allowed into the country. In 1921 a quota act veastpass
limited the number of Portuguese immigrants allowed to enter the United i&tatgsar to
2,520%° It was not until the Azorean Refugee Act was passed in 1958 after a valnaption

on Faial that Portuguese immigrants once again began to enter the UngsdrSsagnificant

numbers.

In California, as in Massachusetts, Portuguese immigration began witingvbigws.
By the 1850’s and 60’s there were several Portuguese owned and operated whatlimgy stati
along the California coast such as Portuguese Bend, Monterey, the bayefdcCand some in
L.A. and San Diego. Besides being run by Portuguese these whaling statioatsoemirely

operated by Portuguese. The age of whaling along the California coastosids/ed however,
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it reached its peak in the 1850’s and early 1860’s and by the 1880’s the whaling statibad tha

previously dotted the California coast had pretty much ceased to exist.

In California, unlike on the east coast or in Hawalii, the Portuguese wereavelyed in
agriculture, particularly the dairy industry. At one point the Portuguese dedtitd% of the
dairies in Californi&* The dairy industry in California gave the Portuguese immigrants there a
chance to thrive that they did not find in other states. Because of the dairy industry the
Portuguese immigrants in California had a better chance at upward mdlahtjPortuguese
immigrants living in any other state. In fact by the early 1900’s Portegoesigrants in
California were able to increase their land holdings 300% from what they had beethei
had first arrived in California while Portuguese immigrants on theceast and in Hawalii
owned no real land to speak?fOf course as immigrants the Portuguese did not have the
money to purchase land when they first arrived in California, many started dimgvas hired
help on farms or dairies, often owned by Portuguese immigrants who had arriexd @il
they saved up enough money to start their own farm or dairy. Though the farms arsd dairie
owned by Portuguese immigrants were not the largest in the state by 1920 thed3ertagked

third in land ownership in California and fourth in value of fafths.

The Portuguese were among the most rural of all national groups in Califart®20
56% of all Portuguese in California lived in locales with a population of less than 2,3@30y
that percentage had climbed to8@onsidering that most Portuguese worked in the farming or

dairy industries these figures are not surprising. A result of the Portuguegen such rural
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areas however is that those Portuguese living in California were unable to fasanttbé

communities and enclaves that they did on the east coast. That is not to say that theydia not f

their own communities, simply that the communities they formed were not on ltbe@tbew

Bedford or other such Portuguese communities on the east coast. Though they did not live in

large communities the Portuguese in California did tend to congregate togetheoy dainy

owners hired newer immigrants to work as farm hands and they tended to ctsngesggeople

from the same island from which they came.

Looking at the numbers of Portuguese in a given region of California can giveetisraidea of

how Portuguese communities in California were spread out, where Portugwesi tte

congregate, and how the size of those communities compared to those on the east coast.

Per sons of Portuguese Ancestry in California, 2000,

By Major Geographic Regions

Geographical Total Population # of Portuguese % of Portuguesg
Subdivision
North Coast 240,290 5,278 2.20%
North Central 220,579 3,749 1.70
Northeast 64,101 841 1.30
Central Coast 7,404,806 127,388 1.70
Sacramento Valley 2,230,317 34,725 1.60
San Joaquin Valley 3,302,792 82,578 2.50
Sierra Mountain 679,577 13,490 2.00
Southern California 19,729,186 63,025 0.30
The State 33,871,648 331,074 1.00%

5

Of course these numbers are really only an approximation, no one in my family puts

Portuguese down on their census and I’'m sure that many other people of Portuguedeatiesc

refrain from declaring their ethnic heritage on their census form. Nonetdlibis¢able clearly

shows us that Portuguese immigrants chose to congregate in areas conducivenarigeahd
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dairying that the majority became involved in. We can also see that the Pogtug@adifornia

are pretty evenly spread out across the state, while in other states |da&chasetts and Rhode
Island they are predominantly located in a few coastal areas. This is undobletealige the
Portuguese on the west coast compared to those on the east coast found themseha#involve
vastly different industries, farming or dairying as opposed to factory wbekPbrtuguese in
California needed to own their own land in order to find success in that state whilesdemn

the east coast the purchase of land was not on option, therefore they had no choice but to take

work in factories and as a result formed their own ethnic enclaves and neighborhoods.

Looking at the numbers of Portuguese farm owners in various places around the Unite
States can give us a better appreciation of the prevalence of Porttaguesavners in
California, and the lack of Portuguese farm owners in other states. It shows osibb greater
the opportunity for upward mobility, as a result of their ability to buy land, araBdrtuguese

immigrants when they came to California as compared to other states.

Portuguese Farm Population in the United States, 1960, By State and Major region

State or Region Total Portuguese % Rural Farm # Rural Farm
Population
California 97,489 15.60% 15,208
SE New England 134,413 1.00 1,338
New York/New 20,430 0.41 84
Jersey
Hawaii 9,325 2.70 252
All Others 15,745 3.77 594
Total 277,402 6.30% 17,476

6

As we can see the Portuguese in California accounted for almost all of thgueesd

owned farms in the United States. Looking at this table gives us a better andiagiof why
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Portuguese immigrated to California not just from the Azores but also from tates kike
Massachusetts or Hawaii. In the Azores most people made their livingrees$aand thus the
ownership of land had a great deal of cultural significance to Azoreans. #aagak immigrant
wanted to fulfill their dream of owning land in the United States it is claifothia would

really be the only place for them to go. The number of farms owned by Portugueséami@ali
may not seem that significant on its own but when compared to farm ownership by P&tugue
across the country it really gives you on understanding of how and why Portugoegeaints

found more success in California than in any other place in the country.

As time went on and technology became more advanced it became possible to get more
milk from fewer cows causing the price of milk to drop and making the dairy indassy |
profitable. As a result there has been a huge decrease in the number of dairgnaravized by
the Portuguese since the 1940’s and 1950’s. As the following table will show the changes have

been quite dramatic.

Farms, Milk Cows, and Production of Milk Cowsin California

1950 - 1970
1950 1970 # Change % Change
# Farms 19,428 4,473 14,955 -717%
# Cows 777,000 755,000 22,000 -3%
Cows/Dairy 40 169 129 322
Milk Per 7,710 12,384 4,674 61
Cow(LBS.)
Total 5,991 9,350 3,359 56%
Production
(Million
LBS)




27

As we can clearly see it is not only the number of dairies that has decreastg: ove
years, the number of cows in the state of California have also seen a sigdéicaease over
the years, while the amount of milk produced has seen just as significant asenditga might
be good for the consumer because it has caused the price of milk to decrealsashditivien
thousands of dairy owners out of business and the Portuguese have been no exception. That

being said the Portuguese are still an important part of the Californiamtustry as the

following table will show.

Dairy Ownership or Operation, California,

By Counties, 2002

Geographical

All Dairies # Portuguese % Portuguese
Subdivision
North Coast 66 14 21%
North Central 2 1 50%
Northeast 0 0 0
Central Coast 132 23 17%
Sacramento Valley 147 66 45%
San Joaquin Valley 1,427 847 59%
Sierra Mountain 1 1 100%
Southern California 306 31 10%
The State 2,087 ! 979 47%

As we can see though Portuguese dairy owners no longer account for 75% ofiése dair
in the state as they did in their heyday they still account for a significant nunderies in the
state, almost 50%. When you consider how severely the dairy industry has éowomsar the
past fifty years or so the ability of the Portuguese to keep such a stememee in the dairy

industry is really quite impressive. The dairy industry has been very imptstthe Portuguese
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in California; it is probably the sole reason that the Portuguese found more sncCabfrnia

than any other state.

In fact Portuguese immigrated to California not just from the Azores but from
Massachusetts and Hawaii where they had earlier immigrated. @ed®d 1 and 1914 twenty-
six hundred Portuguese emigrated from Hawaii to Califdthiidey were undoubtedly drawn to
California by the success that their fellow Portuguese immigrants fauhdtistate. It was the
ability to become self-employed that allowed Portuguese immigrants tthérsliccess in
California that they did not find in other states. The vast majority of Portuguesgramts were
unskilled labor and as a result they ended up working in factories on the east coast gad on su
plantations in Hawaii, neither type of employment is the kind that offers anyfoyom
advancement. In California however it was easy for them to find work as higedrhdhiries
and then, when they had saved enough money, they could buy their own land and start their own
operation. It was this opportunity for self-employment that gave the Porauguesgrants to

California such opportunity for success.

While the Portuguese has the greatest chance of upward mobility in Calif@eynibad
they had the lowest chance of upward mobility in Haifaawaii was the state with the third
largest percentage of Portuguese immigrants in the United States. Theuaekaofi mobility of
Portuguese in Hawaii was undoubtedly caused by the fact that Portugueseaimsnignt to
Hawaii on a contract labor basis to work on sugar plantations. Portugueseatonigy Hawaii

on a contract labor basis began on the large scale in 1878; by 1888 almost 12,000 Portuguese had
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gone to Hawaii to work on the sugar plantatidh fact the government of Hawaii sponsored

solicitation of contract laborers for Hawaiian plantations in the Azores additd’

Portuguese Stock in the Hawaiian Islands, 1872-1920

Year Born in Portugal Hawaiian-Born of (all-)
Portuguese Parentage
1872 395
1878 436
1884 9,377
1890 8,602 4,117
1896 8,232 6,959
1900 6,512 9,163
1910 7,585 14,716
1920 5,794 21,208
33

While the number of Portuguese immigrants to Hawaii may seem insiginiuten
compared to the number who immigrated to the east coast and California tredly acade up a
much larger percentage of the population in Hawaii, over 8%, then they did in any atfelnst
fact the Portuguese are still the fourth largest ethnic group in Hawaii.orhey®ese have left
their mark on Hawaiian culture in both cuisine and music. It was the Portuguese wtodatt
the ukulele, the instrument most commenly associated with Hawaiian music @md,dol
Hawaii. The ukulele originated in the Madeira’s and when people from those islandg abeochi
to Hawaii they took it with them. Portuguese food has also found a place in Hawatiiae cul
particularly in the form of Portuguese sweet bread and malasada, a sotugtise donut.
Malasada have become so popular in Hawaii that there are bakeries devoted to rsatting e

the making of malasada. Though the Portuguese might not have found great econorsscisucce
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Hawaii they did succeed in making themselves a part of Hawaiian cultureay that they did

not in any other states where they settled.

Portuguese immigration was limited to only a few states yet thade@se communities
that developed within those states were radically different from one anothtre @ast coast as
a result of their working in factories and therefore living in cities theuBoese were able to
form enclaves, but while factory work enabled them to form strong communibisried little
opportunity for advancement and as a result even the youngest children were fgaéa to
work rather than going to school. The Portuguese already had the lowasylie of any
immigrant group so without an education the children of these immigrants seaill no chance
of escaping poverty and building a better future for themselves. In CalifimiPortuguese
found work on farms or dairies, living in rural areas kept them from forming thevesdlzat
they had on the east coast but they were still able to form strong communities ofvn. The
business ownership that they were able to achieve in California gave Portugmég@nts to
that state a greater chance for economic advancement then their fellogvantsin Hawaii and
on the east coast found. Though there children still needed to work on the farm or dairglthey ha
the opportunity to go to school and thus bring about even greater opportunities for themselves
and their families. Portuguese immigrants to Hawaii fared the worst, undgubézause most
came to that state as contract labor to sugar plantations. Many of thoseemthto Wawaii
failed to put down roots and later immigrated on to California. Though Hawaii offetednlit
the way of economic advancement to those who immigrated there the smaller poputhtion a
greater ethnic diversity found there allowed the Portuguese culture to beatmieHmwvaiian
culture as a whole, something that failed to happen in any of the other stathe Pattuguese

immigrated to. When all three regions of immigration are compared it sien@alifornia was



the best bet for those Portuguese who were considering immigration to the Uaiesd S
Considering that fact you might wonder why more Portuguese immigratedgagheoast than
to California? The reason behind that is simple when you consider that the Ararethar
middle of the Atlantic. Many Azoreans simply did not have the means to immigrtdter once

they arrived in the United States.

It was not until researching this paper that | learned how typical the stony fahmiy
was. Like so many other Portuguese my great-grandfather, Manuel FS¢hegiea, chose to flee
to the United States rather than risk conscription when he was a young man afesevdatleft
the island of Pico with nothing more than the clothes on his back, the sandals on his feet, and a
bag of food. He never saw or communicated with his family again. When my aunt and her
family went to the island of island of Pico for a vacation a few years agaimitesy sister of
his, she had been a young child when he left but she could still remember the |abitisagy
him. She cried upon meeting my aunt and cousins, and said that their family had newver know

what happened to him.

He arrived in San Francisco in 1901, two years after his arrival he found work atathe O
Flaco dairy of the man who would eventually become his father-in-law, Manuel dzeVso
Flaco was the area in which most Portuguese immigrants congregated aftaritrad in the
Santa Maria valley. Upon arriving in the U.S. he changed his last name frameSib Pereira.
The reason behind his name change was his fear of deportation. He felt that ridexdma
name it would decrease his chances of being discovered as an illegadfimlifmar of

deportation also kept him from ever seeking citizenship or even getting a tidease.



In 1914 he married the daughter of his employer Mary Azevedo, she was ffteldme
was thirty. Like the many Portuguese immigrants to the central Rlzasiel Pereira started his
own dairy as soon as he saved enough money to buy land. The first dairy he owned was on
Donavan road and it was there that my grandfather was born in 1932. Later thgesartiney
sold that dairy and bought another on telephone road. They operated that dairy from 1932 until
1961, two years before Manuel died. My grandfather was the youngest of sevesndildrithe
family needed all seven to work on the dairy. They did not get electricityl@%f) and they
milked their cows by hand until 1955. By the time my great-grandfather sold tigerdd961
all his children had already left and moved into town. As previously stated thistivesia
which many dairies were going out of business. Mary and Manuel Pereira had atlosie of
Portuguese heritage that they passed on to future generations. They weaneoleeg in the

local DES hall and our family has continued that involvement ever since.

The inclusiveness and openness of the Portuguese community can be cleanttsee
instance of my Grandma Pereira. Grandma Pereira is not Portuguese by bilni Hoag s
completely adopted the Portuguese culture as her own. She converted to Catkolicisafter
her marriage to my grandfather and she has been a faithful catholicreegrastending mass at
least once a week. She is the one who taught to make sweet bread and malasadéhamong
Portuguese foods. She is an active member of our local Portuguese hall. | thiaifatts say
that without her encouragement my family might not have the appreciation for aue d¢hkt

we are so lucky to possess.

In any town with a significant Portuguese population you are bound to find a Portuguese
hall. The role of these halls is to give people a place to celebrate their Postagliese and

pass it on to future generations. One of the most important events that a hall hoststa.the fe



The biggest festa that the Portuguese in California commemorate is that ofy@hdst.
Festas have been celebrated in California for over 140 years, longer tharothemny
state**Though the number of festas has gone down over the years there are still around a

hundred celebrated in California each year.

All festas are typically celebrated in the same manner, featuringea,cuerocession, a
mass, and a celebration. The first order of business is for the local hall to pick thendder
court. The queen is usually around fifteen years old and she has the responsilgitgeémting
her hall at various festas. All halls own a crown, usually made of silver, foigueeen to wear at
the festa. The crown is kept at the queen’s house the week before the festa aymdthribie
festa season, which lasts from April to September, before the firbtatdem a priest comes to
the queen’s house to bless the crown. The princesses walk beside the queen arstepiey a
and pedestal, at the front of each group is carried a banner with the halls nametemmmi
member names, city name and date embroidered on it. Each group also has its o@hdsbly

flag made of silk with a dove and crown embroidered in it.

The festas itself consists of a procession from the local Portuguese dalhurch where
a mass is held, after the mass they return to the hall where therdebratean where sopas and
other traditional Portuguese foods as served, Portuguese music is played and éinetaham
danced. An important part of the celebration is the donations that are made to chesitles, b
being made directly donations are also given through raffles and auctisrsadiitional for
halls to invite halls from other cities to attend their festa and take partircéhebration; this
can result in some heated discussions as halls struggle to decide which invibegiocespt and

which to turn down. The number of people who attend a celebration can vary from the hundreds

3 Tony P. Goulart, The Holy Ghost Festas, pg. 10



to the thousands. The festa not only gives people of Portuguese descent a chancett® celebra
their culture but it also gives them a chance to share their culture with tlteatvtatge and for

that reason the festa is one of the most important events that a Portuguedeiplhtt in. If it
were not for the festas people of Portuguese descent would have no real way &bectielr
culture and as a result many would probably lose any sense of connection witla¢ckginound.

For that reason the importance of the festa in the Portuguese community cannottatedyérs

IS not going to far to say that the festa is in fact the glue that holds the Pogtaguesunity

together.

Like most immigrant groups the Portuguese have not always had an easy road in
America. Like so many other ethnic groups the Portuguese have faceéchidigton in their
attempt to become a part of America’s cultural landscape. Despite bdtugapfean descent
and therefore being classified as white by the U.S. government the Poethguesheen seen as
“colored” by the larger U.S. population for much of their history in this country and have
consequently suffered the marginalization that goes along with that Ga#tigm. Azoreans
have a multicultural background and because of this there is a great deattyfinatie skin
tones found in Azoreans. Some Azoreans have what you would consider to be typicab@aucas
coloring but many others are darker complexioned. My family comes from thatr derorean
stock and as a result my father and sister, like so many other people of Az@eant dee often
mistaken for Mexican or Hispanic. It was undoubtedly because of this variatiom itoskithat
those Portuguese who lived in South Carolina found themselves, despite being white by law,
suffering from segregation. Portuguese children living in that state weadlowéd to attend
white schools though they were not required to attend African American schools, wisdhdeg

guestion, exactly what schools were they expected to attend? In Hawaii upeia840’s the



Portuguese had their own separate category on the census as opposed to beiad atassif
“White” or “other Caucasian”. It was not always Americans who actéu prejudice against
Azoreans; they also faced prejudice from other Portuguese. The Portuguesentaintmen

“the largest Portuguese-American fraternal organization in the @edtided darker-skinned
Azoreans from joining until 1931 and excluded Cape Verdeans from joining the club until 1959.
Although not as common as they were in my parents’ day “portagee” jokedlaarptisingly
popular in areas with a Portuguese community of any size, a sign that everlwayst a

malicious some prejudice still exists against the Portuguese.

As time has progressed we as a nation have gotten more and more acceyaopjest
of other ethnicities but despite this fact the Portuguese still face disatiom as an ethnic
group. Even in this day and age the Equal Employment Office continues to addresstayste
discrimination against people of Portuguese desteBmne of the most recent cases they
investigated involved a company in Massachusetts that despite having manyess b
Portuguese descent systematically denied them any sort of promotion oresdeands sad as
it is to say this case makes it clear that prejudice against the Pogugsél alive and well in

the United States.

The question of the minority status of the Portuguese is something that has been hotl
debated in recent decades. In the seventies there was a move by the U.S. govetmmerthe
Portuguese recognized as an official minority group. The question raiseof aéditate in the
Portuguese community as some fought for this recognition and even more fought adainst i
might be surprising to some but the majority of Portuguese in the United Sthtes diant to

be seen as minorities.

» Miguel Moniz, Shadow Minority, pg.424



A large part of this has to do with how people of Portuguese descent see thembelves. T
majority of people of Portuguese descent see themselves as white and tliecktoreidea of
being categorized as a minority offensive. Through their protests the Porteguasenities
were able to keep themselves from being federally categorized astimagadut while they
were able to stop federal categorization of themselves as a minority geva@ate now several
states where they Portuguese are officially recognized as a mjtioo$g states include Rhode
Island, Massachusetts, Indiana, Kentucky, Colorado, Florida, Washington, and. limoé|
but the first two the Portuguese are included in certain definitions of Hispanic, lttheug
Justice Department has officially announced that the categorizatiasprit does not include
the Portuguese. Some universities, including Brown, explicitly include peoptetafBese
descent as a preferential group for admissiéS it would seem that despite their desires to the

contrary the Portuguese in America have been unable to escape categoazatiminority.

The Portuguese may not be among the largest ethnic groups in America uhtidoi
say that they are irrelevant. Though the Portuguese presence in Amarast strongly felt in
just a few states, in those areas where there is a Portuguese presenaeiuefiantly left their
mark. This can be seen clearly in the Portuguese neighborhoods on the east d@adtjghese
dairies found in California, and the elements of Portuguese culture that have begoraied
into Hawaiian culture. Yet even in these states there is no real recogmitielebration of the
Portuguese contribution that has helped to make these states great. Eveforni&tdiv are
aware that this state was discovered by a Portuguese man, or even havarangss of the
prevalence of the Portuguese in the California dairy industry, somethir@aiifatnians are so

proud of.

% Miguel Moniz, Shadow Minority, pg. 423
7 Miguel Moniz, Shadow Minority, pg. 425



When the hundreds of years of Portuguese history in the United States are taken int
consideration it becomes all the more surprising that the history of the Pegugubke United
States is not more commonly taught in schools in the United States. The Portugeese ha
contributed just as much to this country as any other ethnic group and even if trgtifisot
taught throughout the United States it should at least be taught in those dtatbs Vairgest
Portuguese presence. | think that it is time for us as Americans to stamgmoore

appreciation for the wide variety of peoples that make up this country.

While 1 do not think that the Portuguese are the invisible minority that some tldim
believe that they are under recognized. If my research has done nothingletaddtprove that
the Portuguese have made many contributions to our country, especially in theCals®wiia,
and they deserve to be recognized for that fact. Doing this research project hag gnteonine
a greater appreciation for my own culture heritage but made me wonder how marsttotteer
groups there are in the United States whose contributions and very presence in thishewentry

gone unrecognized.

In the United States, a country that prides itself on its cultural divensstghould
celebrate that diversity and the only way to truly do that is by having a gueaterstanding of
the cultures that make up our country. | have begun to do this by learning about theohistpry
own people in this country and | would encourage other people to do the same. Learning about
your own cultural history gives you a better appreciation for exactly hoyota family has

come and a deeper sense of appreciation for those who have come before you.



The Azevodo Family.

The Young woman in the white hat is my
Great-Grandma Pereira. A the time this
picture was taken they had a dairy at Oso

Flaco.

My Great-Grandpa Pereira and Grandpa

Pereira flying a kite on the dairy.

My father as a child, when they still

lived on the dairy.



My cousin’s daughters as

princesses in a festa parade.

My cousin Shannon
represented our hall as Queen
for this festa. As Queen it was
her responsibility to take part in
celebrations up and down the

central coast.




