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Nipomo’s 2009 Toys for Tots Donation Opportunities Kick Off Friday
The annual charity drive goes into full swing on Friday, Nov. 13, with the distribution of toy donation bins to local, supporting businesses
Nipomo, CA – (November 12, 2009) –As of tomorrow, Friday, November 13, the 2009 Nipomo Toys for Tots Drive will officially be in progress with all donation bins being distributed the many supporting businesses. 

With the holiday season fast approaching the Nipomo Toys for Tots Drive encourages the local public to donate new, unwrapped toys to one of the many donation bins throughout the community. Toy donations from community members of Nipomo and surrounding areas are needed this year to ensure that the mission of the Marine Toys for Tots program to "bring the joy of Christmas to America's needy children” will be accomplished.
“Since the Nipomo Family Resource Center (located at Dana Elementary) is the registration and distribution site for children to receive the Toys for Tots toys each year, we see a growing number families and children in need of financial support,” said Mary Squellati, Nipomo Family Resource Center Coordinator. “Thus, this year there is a definite need to collect a greater number of toy donations and we hope that the generous community of Nipomo and the entire Central Coast will support us in this endeavor.” 
In order to collect the thousands of toys which will be needed to distribute to local underprivileged children, numerous toy donation bins will be distributed the morning of Friday, November 13, between 9 a.m. and noon. The community will have the opportunity to make a contribution towards the toy donation bins from Friday, November 13 through December 25. Everything from dolls and games to sports equipment and educational materials will all be appreciated by local youngsters. Supporting Toys for Tots companies and donation bin locations are listed below.

Nipomo donation bin locations:

· The Nipomo Rexall Drug, 330 W. Tefft Street (toy donation bin & cash canister)
· Ace Hardware, 553 W. Tefft Street
· Nipomo Branch Library,  918 W. Tefft Street
· Blacklake Community Room, 498 Colonial Place (toy donation bin & cash canister)
· Cypress Ridge Golf Course, 780 Cypress Ridge Parkway
· Cypress Ridge Pavilion, 1050 Cypress Ridge Parkway
· L.R. Baggs, Inc., 483 N. Frontage Road
· Blacklake Golf Course Pro Shop, 1490 Golf Course Lane (toy donation bin & cash canister)
· JJ's Market, 2792 Halcyon Street (toy donation bin & cash canister)
· Me and Ed's Pizza, 110 Mary Ave, Suite #1
· The UPS Store, 110 Mary Ave, Suite #2
· Community Health Center, 150 Tejas Place
· Monarch Dunes Golf Course, 1606 Trilogy Parkway Trilogy (toy donation bin & cash canister)
· Customer Center, 1640 Trilogy Parkway
· Dorothea Lange School, 1661 Via Alta Mesa
Nipomo cash canister only locations:

· Holloway’s Christmas Trees 561 S. Oakglen Ave
· Von's Service Station 550 W. Tefft Street
For more information about this year’s Nipomo Toys for Tots Drive or if you would like information on how to become a supporting toy donation bin location please contact Deborah Mansfield at (805) 459-2426 or toysfortotsgolf@charter.net.
###
About Toys for Toys
Since 1947 the U.S Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program has collected new, unwrapped toys during the holiday season. The program was started by Major Bill Hendricks, USCR, and a group of Marine Reservists in Los Angeles who collected and distributed 5,000 toys to needy children.  The success of the 1947 toy drive inspired the Marine Corps to adopt the program as a national campaign the following year. Through holiday toy gifts the program hopes to convey a message of hope to less fortunate kids which will in turn support them in growing up to be responsible, productive and patriotic citizens. For 62 years the program has distributed more than 400 million toys to more than 188 million children throughout the United States. The U.S Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program not only provides needy children with toys during Christmas, but the program also unites all members of local communities in a common and worthy cause which will benefit both children and communities’ futures.
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