Appendix B

Survey response from Paul Severtson 
1) Who are your station’s publics?  Which ones do you reach out to the most?  Who would you like to reach out to that you are currently not? 

As a broadcast radio station, our potential public is anybody with a radio. KCBX strives to provide reliable fact-based news reporting, a wide variety of musical styles (mostly outside commercially popular mainstream product,) and thoughtful entertainment. 

Practically speaking, our listeners tend to be concentrated in the 35-70 age bracket, well-educated, and generally more affluent than average. 

A younger demographic – 21 to 35 years old.

2) Does your station have a crisis communication plan? 
Not that I am aware of. There have been ad hoc action plans developed in response to the recent CPB funding threat. The “170 Million Americans” program has been coordinated nationally with the participation of local stations.

3) How has your station been able to combat funding losses in the past or currently? What additionally would you like to do in the future? 

We have handled funding losses in two ways – through curtailing expenses or applying for fee waivers or reductions, and by raising our local fundraising goals. 

Build our endowment fund to create a protected stream of revenue.

4) Do you think current political issues affect funding the CPB? Is there programming you feel that has bias? 

     
 Yes. 

All programming, inasmuch as it is produced with a point of view, can be considered biased. NPR and KCBX take great care to present a balanced perspective on local, state, national and international issues.

5) Given the state of affairs with government dollars to support CPB, is there a shift into more advancement in fundraising and or private donors than ever before? If so, is it a possibility to shift away from government support? 

Yes.

It is a possibility, but an immediate de-funding of the CPB would be catastrophic. Some stations, especially those in rural areas, depend heavily on federal funding. Left to their own resources, they would probably fail. That would start to affect the entire network of interdependent stations.
6) What do you think the future of CPB will be? In 5 to 10 years? In 20 years?

I think it will survive this latest threat, perhaps at a slightly reduced level.

With the torrent of technological change in the media landscape, I think there could be a major change in the focus of the CPB.

No idea.

