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What is “Native”
A SLO Land Owners Guide to Natural Resource Regulations
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(Coast live oak)

Umbellularia californica
(California laurel)

Platanus racemosa
(California sycamore)

Juglans californica
(California black walnut)

Salix lasiolepis
(Willow)

Populus trichocarpa
(Black cottonwood)

Heteromeles arbutifolia
(California holly toyon)

Acer macrophyllum
(Big leaf maple)

Acer negundo
(Box elder)

Quercus lobata
(Valley oak)
The following trees are considered “Native” to the City of San Luis Obispo
Where to Find Additional Information



County of San Luis Obispo www.slocounty.ca.gov 
805-781-5000

City of San Luis Obispo
www.slocity.org
805-781-7100

Ron Combs
Urban Forest Technician/City Arborist
805-781-7023

Keith Pellemeier
 Urban Forest Supervisor
805-781-7022
Tree Removal and
Maintenance
 
 


Many landowners are unaware that most tree removals require a City Permit to avoid fines 
A Tree Removal Permit is NOT required if at least one of the following conditions applies: 

- The tree is a designated native species and the trunk is less than ten inches DSH (diameter at shoulder height or 4’6”). 
(or)
- The tree is non-native and the trunk is less than twenty inches DSH. 
(or)
 - The tree is a palm and the trunk is less than twelve inches DSH.

     and includes all of the following;

- The tree is more than twenty-five feet from the top of a creek bank.

- The tree is on a lot that is already developed to the maximum allowed density.

- The tree is not a street tree, and is not located within ten feet of the sidewalk. 

- The tree is not a condition of past development mitigation agreements. 

If an application for a Tree Removal Permit is required then the following must be included:
`
- A site plan showing the location and species of any tree proposed for removal

- All information to support the reason for removal

When removing a tree for Health or Hazard Mitigation:

The city arborist may authorize a tree removal 
WITHOUT the need for a permit upon finding any of the following circumstances:

- The tree is an imminent hazard to life or property, and removing it is the only feasible way
to eliminate the hazard.

- The tree is dead, dying, or damaged beyond reclamation.

- The tree’s roots are causing severe damage to public or private property, and removing
the tree is the only feasible way to eliminate the damage.
The City of San Luis Obispo states the following land owner guidelines:

- In order to prevent hazards to the public, property owners shall maintain all trees, shrubs and other plant growth on their property, adjacent to their property, and within the public right-of-way.

- It is the property owner’s responsibility to ensure that no tree or other plant creates a dangerous condition to the public.
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When is a Permit Needed?

image4.jpg

