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-Removing manmade trash or debris that is on the creek bank or in the creek.
-Minor trimming of vegetation on creek bank. Focus on removal of low limbs while maintaining upper vegetation for creek shading.
-Large scale debris removal, other than manmade, from the streambed below ordinary high water mark
-Vegetation or tree removal
-Alteration/armoring of creek bank
-Dredging of the channel
-Any kind of physical structure
-Dumping dirt, rocks, concrete etc. into channel 


What activities DO require permits?
What activities DO NOT require permits?

County of San Luis Obispo www.slocounty.ca.gov 805.781.5000

City of San Luis Obispo
www.slocity.org
805.781.7100

California Dept. of Fish and Game, Region 4
www.dfg.ca.gov/regions/4/ 559.234.4005

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board www.swrcb.ca.gov
805.549.3147

US Army Corps of Engineers www.spl.usace.army.mil 
213.452.3908

US Fish and Wildlife Service www.fws.gov/ventura/ 805.644.1766
Where to Find Additional Information
Creek Maintenance
 


Federal Regulatory Agencies:
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
- Provides the total program oversight under the Clean Water Act.  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACE) 
- Responsible for the day-to-day administration and permit review. 
- Creeks are considered “waters of the United States”. 
- All waters of the United States and waters with a significant nexus to navigable waters are covered under the Clean Water Act. 
- The Army Corps has authority under the Clean Water Act (Section 404) for activities that involve the placement of fill within the stream channel.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS)
- Plays an advisory role and regulates habitat and adjacent vegetation in the creek. 
- Section 401 of the Clean Water Act requires that activities permitted meet state water quality standards.

Major Regulatory Agencies 
State Regulatory Agencies:
Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB)
- Comprised of legal and investigative staff to enforce permits and develop policies.
-Has the authority over all work in stream channels for water quality purposes.
-  Issues permits for discharge from properties into surface or ground water bodies. 
California Department of Fish and Game (DFG)
- Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code requires any landowner to notify DFG of any proposed activity that may substantially modify a body of water. 
- If the DFG determines that an activity may substantially adversely affect fish and wildlife resources, a Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement will first need to be prepared. 
Local:
- Work on creek banks will often fall under several local regulations. Information can be found at the San Luis Obispo Department of Public Works.
Background
Repair and maintenance of the creek bank is the land owners responsibility
Most landowners whose property borders creeks are unaware that when the property line extends to the middle of the creek bed, the repair and maintenance of the creek bank is their responsibility. The combination of this misunderstanding and the lack of regulatory knowledge, often leads to serious penalties and fines. In response to this issue, this guide has been created to increase the awareness of the different regulatory agencies and the laws governing landowners.
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