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TheThe firstfirst heavyheavy settlementsettlement ofof thethe regionregion lyinglying 

I81Sbetweenbetween LakeLake MichiganMichigan andand LakeLake ErieErie occurredoccurred afterafter 1815 whenwhen 

thethe territoryterritory beganbegan toto bebe surveyedsurveyed andand plotted.plotted. ByBy 18311831 thethe sur­sur­

10 Ll-)eveyvey ofofoverover IO millionmillion acresacres waswas completecomplete andand L~e landland divideddivided 

intointo 'townships''townships' whichwhich eacheach measuredmeasured 66 mimi (9.7(9.7 km)km) square.square. 

EachEach townshiptownship waswas composedcomposed ofof 3636 equalequal one-by-oneone-by-one milemile 

ofland,plotsplots of/and, calledcalled 'sections','sections', alongalong thethe boundariesboundaries ofofwhichwhich 

Michigan'sMichigan's originaloriginal roadroad systemsystem waswas consrructed.constructed. ThisThis gridgrid 

areas,imprintimprint isis retainedretained toto date,date, particularlyparticularly inin agriculturalagricultural areas. 

Acrwherewhere mainmain roadsroads areare oneone milemile apart.apart. TheThe HomesteadHomestead Act ofof 

18621862 grantedgranted (for(for aa smallsmall fee)fee) farmsfarms ofof 160160 acres,acres, aa quarterquarter ofofaa 

Larersection,section, toto thethe originaloriginal settlers.settlers. Later immigrams.immigrams. buyingbuying landland 

boughr acres.fromfrom homesteaders,homesteaders, bought lotslots ofof 4040 oror 8080 acres, thatthat is,is, aa 

quarrel' secrion. refleeredquarterquarter oror aa halfhalfofofthethe originaloriginal quarrer section. ThisThis isis reflected 

recrangularinin thethe checkerboardcheckerboard ofof rectangular fieldsfields characteristiccharacteristic ofof thethe 

farmscapefarmscape inin Michigan'sMichigan's lovverlovver peninsula.peninsula. 

MichiganMichigan farmsteadsfarmsteads maymay bebe classifiedclassified intointo fivefive typestypes relatedrelated 

extent rhe thetoto thethe extenr ofof the marketsmarkets forfor whichwhich theythey produced,produced, tl1e com­com­

modiries reclmol­modities produced,produced, thethe meansmeans ofof production,production, andand thethe technol­

rheogyogy usedused inin constructingconstructing the [lrm[lrm buildingsbuildings (Dandekar(Dandekar andand 

rypesSchoof).Schoof). TheseThese types evolvedevolved chronologicallychronologically butbut areare rarelyrarely toto 

f.·mnbebe foundfound inin 'pure''pure' formform asas r:1nn buildingsbuildings werewere modifiedmodified con­con­

rotinuouslytinuously inin responsesresponses to changeschanges inin thethe technologytechnology ofagricul­ofagricul­

rure,ture, buildingbuilding andand rransport {Dandebrl. BuildingsBuildings fromfromtransport {Dandekarl. 

variousvarious periodsperiods areare toto bebe foundfound inregrallyinregrally linkedlinked [0, andand LlsedLlsedro, 

18618633 
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with,with, structuresstructures ofofsubsequentsubsequent periods.periods. FarmsteadsFarmsteads thusthus reflectreflect 

thethe evolutionsevolutions inin landland settlementssettlements 1I11I1 thethe MidwesternMidwestern regionregion ofof 

NorthNorth AmericaAmerica andand thethe resourcefulnessresourcefulness ofof itsits pIOneerpIOneer settlers.settlers. 

DuringDuring thethe late-19thlate-19th andand early-20thearly-20th centunescentunes thethe characteris­characteris­

tICtIC farmfarm typetype 1I11I1 lowerlower MichiganMichigan waswas thatthat ofof sCIentificsCIentific farmingfarming 

cateringcatering toto aa regIOnalregIOnal market.market. TheThe buildingsbuildings onon thethe RaabRaab familyfamily 

farmsteadfarmstead inin BridgewaterBridgewater townshIptownshIp areare typicaltypical ofofthethe collectioncollection 

ofof structuresstructures toto bebe foundfound onon suchsuch farms.farms. TheThe RaabRaab fa.rm,fa.rm, inin itsits 

primeprime fromfrom thethe turnturn ofofthethe centurycentury toto thethe 1920S,1920S, boastedboasted thethe fullfull 

arrayarray ofofbuildingsbuildings deemeddeemed necessarynecessary forfor aa successfulsuccessful dIversifieddIversified 

farmfarm whichwhich metmet thethe susu bsistencebsistence needsneeds ofof thethe farmfarm familyfamily andand 

producedproduced forfor thethe locallocal andand reglOnalreglOnal markets.markets. TheThe buildingsbuildings 

lI1cludedlI1cluded thethe farmhouse,farmhouse, bigbig barn,barn, oldold barn,barn, horsehorse barn,barn, car­car­

nagenage house,house, hogshed,hogshed, chicken-coop,chicken-coop, windmill,windmill, smokesmoke house,house, 

granary,granary, iceice house,house, corncribcorncrib andand tooltool shed-cum-wood-shed.shed-cum-wood-shed. 

TheThe mainmain cropscrops werewere corn,corn, wheat,wheat, oats,oats, hayhay andand barley.barley. SturdySturdy 

farmhousesfarmhouses usuallyusually replacedreplaced anan ongll1allogongll1allog house.house. TheseThese t:\NO­t:\NO­

storeystorey houseshouses generallygenerally hadhad aa parlour,parlour, diningdining roomroom andand kitchenkitchen 

onon thethe lowerlower floor,floor, andand bedroomsbedrooms onon thethe upperupper floor.floor. TheThe base­base­

menrmenr waswas usuallyusually directlydirectly accessibleaccessible fromfrom thethe kitchenkitchen yardyard out­out­

sideside andand servedserved toto storestore crops,crops, cannedcanned meatmeat andand otherother 

foodstuffs.foodstuffs. SomeSome ofof thethe firstfirst structuresstructures toto bebe builtbuilt onon thethe farm­farm­

steadstead werewere thethe outhouse,outhouse, thethe woodshed,woodshed, thethe smokesmoke house,house, thethe 

windmill,windmill, thethe IceIce house,house, andand thethe bIgbIg andand smallersmaller barn.barn. TheThe 

woodshedwoodshed generallygenerally hadhad aa fireplacefireplace andand aa workbenchworkbench andand waswas 

usedused asas aa shopshop andand forfor storage.storage. TheThe smokesmoke househouse waswas usedused forfor 

curingcuring meat.meat. TheThe IceIce househouse waswas usedused toto storestore largelarge blocksblocks ofoficeice 

inin winterwinter forfor useuse dunngdunng thethe followingfollowing summer.summer. 

TheThe bigbig barnbarn waswas usuallyusually builtbuilt withwith thethe helphelp ofof neighboursneighbours 

inin aa tradinonaltradinonal barnbarn raising.raising. TheThe barnbarn bentsbents werewere raisedraised first,first, 

thethe seCtlonsseCtlons havinghaving beenbeen purpur togethertogether onon thethe ground,ground, andand thethe 

barnbarn frameframe erectederected inin aa sll1g1esll1g1e day.day. AA gambrelgambrel roof,roof, providingproviding 

moremore spacespace forfor hayhay storage,storage, oftenoften replacedreplaced earlierearlier gablegable roofs.roofs. 

Three-levelThree-level bankbank barnsbarns inin thethe GermanGerman traditiontradition werewere typicaltypical 

111111 thISthIS regIOn.regIOn. TheyThey shelteredsheltered a11lmalsa11lmals onon thethe lowerlower levellevel 

whlchwhlch waswas oftenoften builtbuilt intointo thethe sldeslde ofof aa hill.hill. TheThe middlemiddle levellevel 

waswas usedused forfor storingstoring grainsgrains andand forfor tooltool storage.storage. ItIt waswas accessedaccessed 

byby anan earthenearthen rampramp allowingallowing thrashersthrashers andand otherother machinerymachinery 

toto bebe wheeledwheeled ll1side.ll1side. HayHay waswas storedstored onon thethe upper,upper, oror third,third, 

level.level. 

TheThe thirdthird levellevel waswas aa loftloft spacespace createdcreated byby thethe tie-beamtie-beam inin thethe 

bentsbents betvv'eenbetvv'een whichwhich joistsjoists andand floonngfloonng werewere added.added. ThisThis loftloft 

floorfloor waswas importantimportant forfor thethe structuralstructural stabilitystability ofof thethe barn.barn. TheThe 

loftloft spacespace waswas usuallyusually accessedaccessed byby laddersladders butbut sometimes,sometimes, inin 

thethe largerlarger barns,barns, byby veryvery smallsmall stairs.stairs. HayHay waswas thrownthrown downdown 

chuteschutes descendingdescending fromfrom thethe loftloft space,space, throughthrough thethe middlemiddle 

levellevel downdown toto thethe basement.basement. ThereThere werewere accessaccess doorsdoors inin thethe 

middlemiddle levellevel asas well.well. FeedFeed gramgram fromfrom thethe granariesgranaries onon thethe mid­mid­

dledle levellevel oror fromfrom thethe attachedattached silossilos whichwhich delivereddelivered feed-cornfeed-corn toto 

thethe middlemiddle levellevel couldcould alsoalso bebe thrownthrown downdown toto thethe basementbasement 

level.level. 

StylizedStylized doorwaysdoorways werewere sometimessometimes outlinedoutlined inin whitewhite paintpaint 

onon thethe longlong sldessldes ofof thethe bIgbIg barnbarn andand thethe mastermaster carpentercarpenter 

wouldwould atat timestimes cutcut out,out, asas hishis signaturesignature butbut alsoalso toto allowallow venti­venti­

lation,lation, aa circle,circle, starstar oror otherother simplesimple shapeshape inin thethe peakpeak ofof thethe 

gable.gable. MostMost structuresstructures onon thethe farmsteadfarmstead werewere utilitarianutilitarian andand 

functional,functional, withwith littlelittle ornamentationornamentation oror decoration.decoration. TheThe woodwood 

sidingsiding ofof farmfarm buildingsbuildings waswas oftenoften paintedpainted 'barn'barn red'red' withwith aa 

pigmentpigment ofofironiron oxideoxide butbut thisthis waswas asas muchmuch toto protectprotect thethe \Nood\Nood 

asas toto embellishembellish thethe structure.structure. HEMHEM AA LATALATA CC DADA NN DEDE KAKA 11.11. 
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