








experimented more than a century earlier, the bunker silo
15 a large, low (six or seven feet high), rectangular enclosure
of wood or conerete retaining walls. Silage is placed in these
enclosures and densely compacted by driving heavy
machinery over the top, Due 1o the greatly increased
volume ol siliage that can be stored in a bunker silo, the
additional spoilage al the walls and 1op of & bunker silo is
i negligible loss by modern farm standards,

Lacking the grandeur and aesthetics of the vertical silo,
bunker silos, while possessing a quite ordinary, even ugly
appearance, can be made inconspicuous if they are placed
thoughtfully on the farm, Owver time, i they continue 1o be
the silo ol choice for Michigan farmers, the Michigan
Farmscape will lose the towering cvlindrical presence of the
vertical stlos whose scale dominated the rural landseape of
the past century, Corrent 1ax structures, in fact, provide an
eenomic rationale for Tarmers (o tear down obsolete silos

The phased ohsolescence of traditional farm structunes
has had immediate conseguences on the aesthetics of the
American lTarmscape, with s old barns and towering
vertical silos. Unless preservation and conservation
stratepics are adopted, thewr gradual disappearance Trom
the traditional Michigan formscape seems mevitable

This relatively rapid rise and fall of the verncal silo in
the apan of a century reflects the evolution of Amencan
apriculture itsell, Few countries i the world  have
demaonstrated so direetly in their agraran arclhitecture the
rapid experimentation, adoprion and diffusion of Figteee 6 Ol stvle metal il
teehnology and its impact on-spatial configuration and
form. The change has been primarily a sciennfically-drven
o However, this phenomenon has come under
increasingly critical scruting Questions are being raised
about the widespread and heavy use of chemicals,
hormenes, pesticides, fertilizers and additives as well as
genelie and cloning experimentations in livestock, These
matiers have been debated ar length in the organic farming
movement, and have moved into the mainstream of
American public opinion including land grant colleges and
their agriculiural extension efforis.
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