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this book. The very general recommendations are an attempt to pro-
vide universal guidelines, probably enhancing the book’s reception by
high-level policymakers, but by omitting contributions on the role of
community and community organization, on political economy, on
women’s roles, and on considerations of environment and technical
design at the project level—all of which tend to be more controversial
for government policymakers—this book provides very few new ideas
on shelter. Its length might have permitted inclusion of some of these
views had some of the existing overlaps been reduced. The key to
success in intervening in the informal shelter sector hinges on action at
the project level. Research at that level needs to be examined to pro-
duce creative and useful generalizations. Such additions would have
strengthened and enlivened this book.
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