











o

Landscape at Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro, with a wall resulling fram the
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fowers in the green’ concept, each one in his own walled and gated

parcel, behind a commercial stip and the express way, where the large

disiances make it almost impossible for the pedestrian 1o perceive anything.

Photo: V. del Rio.

paradox with the precept of negation of the historical
repertoire for the creation of new forms.

Arguably, this debt to the legacy of our major urbanist, the
architect Licio Costa, is perhops the most fecund source for
current urbanism in Brazil. Firstly, because he moved easily

between the scale of the building and that of the city — what

certainly was a rupture with the Portuguese tradition and

evidently conducted to a clear unitarian position in Brazilian
architectural education, unlike many countries. Secondly, his

lifetime devotion to historical preservation through his
p g
publications and his professional work at IPHAN - the

National Institute for Historical and Artistic Patrimony. These

aspects of Costa's persondlity extended to several

generations of architects that, if they did not incorporate the
formal and technological repertoire from the past, they knew

how to find lessons of architectural and spatial composition
most adequate to our particular way of life, and how to
incorporate these lessons into their typological, formal and
technical repertoire.

Thus, both Brazilian architecture and urbanism could

generate an identity that, although referring fo international

ideals, was idiosyncratic for the Brazilian case and

expressed safe and collective values, unlike the post-modern

culture that, with its dispersion and diversity of points of

view, generates a constant crises of values and identity. Most

probably, it is by establishing and strengthening local
elements of identity that we may effectively attenuate the
perverse aspects of contemporary globalized culture, an

excellent reason why we must not neglect our modern legacy

but pursue what is most fecund in our unfinished modern
project.
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Recenily designed by Oscar Niemeyer, the Lafin American Memorial is a
handful of elegant sculptural pieces of architecture that relate poorly fo ane
another and generates empty and uncomforiable areas, besides negating

the surrounding city. Photo: H. Gallo.

Notes

1. The 'Estado Novo' — which literally means New State — was born
as a military coup d'efat led by the national populist leader Getulio
Vargas in 1930 who, promising to modernize and industrialize the
country, gathered strong political foothold in the newly formed
urban proletariat and stayed in presidency until 1945. During that
period, the regime compromised with capitalist, socialist and even
fascist ideologicdl ingredients toward its own national polifical
project. See: Skidmore, Thomas, Politics in Brazil, 1930-1964: An
Experiment in Democracy, Oxford University Press, London 1967.

2. For an excellent recent historical account of Brazilian architecture
see: Segawa, Hugo, Arquiteturas no Brasil, 1900-1990, EDUSP,
Séo Paulo 1998.

3. Awide account on the evolution of Brazilian urbanism may be
found in: Leme, Maria Cristina Dias {org), Urbanismo no Brasil:

1895-1965, Studio Nobel / FUPAM, Séo Paulo 1999.

4. With very strong connections to the English garden-city movement,

Alfred Agache was one of the leaders in the foundation of
urbanism as a profession in France and had a busy pracfice - he
came second in the competition for the design of Canberra and
was responsible for one of the first efforts in regional and coastal
town planning for tourism in Portugal. From 1926 to 1930 he
developed a careful masterplan for Rio de Janeiro, where
beautification, urban design and structural physical planning
combined with a substantial preoccupation in sanitation, vehicular
circulation, public housing and satellite towns. After this, he lived
and worked in Rio unfil 1959.

5. Following the success of Brasflia, in the mid 1960s Licio Costa
was hired by the city of Rio de Janeiro for a conceptual plan for
Barra da Tijuca, a large and mostly virgin territory to the south of
the city that was to receive urban expansion. His modernist plan
followed the principles of a tree-like freeway system that define
groups of free-standing towers in green areas inferposed with
groups of low-rise housing, very strict zoning and a strong desire
to protect large portions of the natural landscape, the beaches and
lakes.

6. Del Rio, V., and Santos, A.C., 'A Outra Urbanidade: A
Construcéio da Cidade Pés-Moderna e o Caso da Barra da
Tijuca', in Del Rio, V. (org), Arquitetura: Pesquisa & Projeto,
Pro-Editores & PROARQ-FAU/UFRJ, S&o Paulo 1998.
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