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accompanying the image of a doorframe explains that the concealed
Sloppy is just inside, working furiously at pressing clothes. In the
mature act of a true author-cum-social activist, Dickens manages
to avoid altogether the visual cues that had worked to define
and predetermine the extent of a disabled character's practical
agency-both in fiction and in society-freeing the reader to
imagine this last intellectually disabled character as fully liberated
from those traditional expectations and prejudices that so often, so
completely, bound his kind.

NOTES

lOne idiot Dickens described "Idiots" recounting his visit to the Essex Hall Asylum
in 1853 had "acquired a passion for sewing on buttons.. .If he can only find a visitor
with a loose button or with a button wanting, he is happy, and instantly sets to work"
(314). In the same paragraph, Dickens describes another idiot who learns carpentry, a
skill similar to that of furniture making, which Sloppy later pursues.

2 Barnaby appears in thirteen of Browne's fifty-nine illustrations. Smike, Maggy, and
Mr. Dick are each pictured five times in their respective novels.
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