
Taiwanese "natives" could be only second-class imperial subjects under 
Japanese colonial rule-no surprise, given the government's attempts to master 
the policies first employed by the British in India, the French in Algeria, or the 
Germans in Alsace-Lorraine (Fraser 1988, 95; Peattie 1984, 88).11 But second­
class imperial subjects were still imperial subjects, and early in this colonial era 
the Japanese set out to teach the Taiwanese people how to act as such. In 1903, it 
became official policy to expand Japanese language use to Taiwanese subjects, 
for the purpose of "assimilating" them intoJapanese colonial society (Wu 1987, 
7). Elementary schools, founded in 1896 for Taiwanese boys and girls (You 1988, 
272), became ground zero for this experiment, as the new administration 
sought to attract students away from the Chinese-style shufang private schools 
by merely hiring their tutors to teach in Japanese schools. But this schooling 
was typically available for children of the upper classes only; in 1915, only 9.6 
percent of elementary-age children were enrolled in schools. As late as r919, 
after twenty-four years of colonial administration, only some 1.51 percent of 
the Taiwanese population of 3.54 million had been acculturated in Japanese 
schools. Where the education system could not do the job, Taiwanese elites, ea­
ger to demonstrate their Japanese imperial morality, founded public societies 
such as the Acculturation Society (Tongfeng Hui) or the Native Language Prohi­
bition Society (Tuyu Jinzhi Hui) in the decade before 1920 to extend Japanese 
language education in their home cities (Tsurumi 1977, 13-44; Wu 1987, 8, 12). 

The first decade of the 1900S saw the launch of several other movements to 
transform Taiwanese into good (if second-class) imperial subjects by eradicating 
what the Japanese saw as two of the "lowest customs" 0apanese roshuj Chinese 
louxi) of Taiwan's ethnic Chinese population: the binding of women's feet and 
men's wearing of the Manchu-style queue (or pigtail). In 1897, Japanese newspa­
pers in Taiwan reported, perhaps apocryphally, that several foot-bound Tai­
wanese women were killed in a typhoon because they were not able to leave 
their homes (Wu 1995). A colonywide anti-footbinding movement had begun 
in earnest by 1900, with elites all over Taiwan transforming their community 
leadership along Japanese lines by forming local Natural Feet Societies (Tian­
ranzu Hui) and newspapers holding public speaking contests on the topic of 
anti-footbinding (Wu r986, 73-80; Wu 1995). 

In 19II the colonial government publicly started pressuring men to mod­
ernize their image, opining that the modern West would continue to laugh at 
Taiwanese if their men were still wearing queues and scholars' robes in the 
twentieth century (Wang r960, 14). Taiwanese community leaders, in organiza­
tions such as the Society for the Improvement of Folk Customs (Fengsu Gailiang 
Hui), called the queue unnatural, inconvenient, uneconomical, and unhy­
gienic, and declared victory in 1915 when it estimated that only eighty thou­
sand queue wearers (or just 5.7 percent of the male population) still remained in 
Taiwan (Wang 1960, 21-22).12 

This acculturation campaign, part of what manyJapanese saw as their "civ­
ilizing mission" (bunmei kaika) in Taiwan, also was the keystone of]apanese im­
perial rhetoric that separated their benevolent colonial project from the proven 
violence of Western colonialism (Ching 2001,103; Ka 1995,59). An important 
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tion (WHO) to keep Taiwan out of the international body and its citizens ineli­
gible to benefit from or contribute to advancements made by WHO (AFP 1999). 
In September 1999, after a disastrous earthquake struck in central Taiwan, 
killing over two thousand people, the PRC government prevented UN and Russ­
ian rescue teams from reaching Taiwan for more than two days, explaining that 
"as Taiwan is not a member of the UN, then aid must be channeled through Bei­
jing" (AFP 1999; CND 1999).30 

As one China watcher puts it, for the PRC's leaders, "Taiwan is an obses­
sion, one that creates a hideous spectacle of a large dictatorship trying to intim­
idate a small democracy" (Chang 2001,37). Yet this forceful approach to resolv­
ing the "Taiwan question" is exactly what many people inside mainland China 
have learned to welcome. InJuly 1999, a rare public opinion poll conducted in 
Chinese cities found that 86.9 percent of those surveyed favored an invasion of 
Taiwan "if necessary" (Reuters 1999).31 

These actions have earned the PRC great enmity among many Taiwanese, 
yet many businessmen from Taiwan have found the profits to be made in China 
more significant than the threats to their nation's sovereignty. Taiwan busi­
nesses, large and small, see China as an endless supply of cheap exploitable la­
bor and loose environmental regulations. As a key to maintaining a "competi­
tive edge," these enterprises have invested more than U.S. $100 billion in 
China, even as this has hollowed out Taiwan's own industrial base (Hsing 1998; 
Studwe1l2002, 280). As one Taiwan journalist writes, "Beyond the fact that the 
water, power, and environmental protection costs [in China] are all low, land 
can be acquired for next to nothing. Every Taiwanese businessman who comes 
here feels like a prince-complete with his own fiefdom" (Li 2001, 9). Conse­
quently, a huge trade (U.S. $25.84 billion in 1999) links Taiwan and China, a fact 
that many observers feel makes some form of reunification inevitable in the 
near future (Republic of China Yearbook 2001). Even in Taiwan itself, the strug­
gling tourism industry is looking to well-heeled mainland Chinese tourists as a 
new source of income; as one business leader said in 2001, "Taiwan can become 
China's Hawaii" (AP 2001). The PRC government also Wisely uses these growing 
ties in order to sell Taiwan officials, academics, and businessmen on the finan­
cial benefits of reunification and has succeeded in pushing figures such as Presi­
dent Chen Shui-bian onto the defensive, calling for "economic war" against 
China (The Economist 2000, 48; ITO 2001). 

Taiwan's unique status at the turn of the twenty-first century is reflected 
best in one recent series of events. Liberal International, a London-based coali­
tion of eighty-four liberal political parties from Sixty-seven countries, selected 
President Chen Shui-bian to receive its 2001 Prize for Freedom, hailing his 
"solid record as a human rights activist" (Taipei Government Information Of­
fice 2001). Liberal International was scheduled to present the award in Copen­
hagen, Denmark. Yet because of political pressure from China-which forbids 
its diplomatic allies to allow visits by Taiwanese leaders-the Danish govern­
ment refused to grant Chen a visa so he could receive the Freedom prize. And 
when Liberal International offered to present the award to Chen at a later Euro-
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pean Parliament meeting in Strasbourg, the French government also refused to 
issue Chen a visa.32 

Though it is Asia's most vibrant democracy, Taiwan's leaders must beg for 
visas to visit the United States or other countries that supposedly stand for prin­
ciples of freedom and liberty. With the admission ofTuvalu into the UN in 2000, 

the Republic of China on Taiwan is the last nation in the world to be excluded 
from the world body. The world's seventeenth largest economy, Taiwan is recog­
nized by less than two dozen tiny African and Caribbean nations. A sovereign 
nation in every way, Taiwan has to justify continually why it should not be swal­
lowed up by the PRC, a regime that has never administered an inch of Taiwan's 
territory. And, intimately tied culturally and economically to China, Taiwan's fu­

ture as a sovereign nation depends on its ability to convince the world of its his­
torical independence from the mainland. Yet somehow these singular condi­
tions seem fitting for Taiwan, an island whose history, as the following chapters 
describe, has been nothing if not complicated and extraordinary. 
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Notes 

CHAPTER 1. TAIWAN'S HISTORY 

1. Despite the important protestations of Lydia Liu (1999, 131-134), "barbarian" still 
seems the best English term available for translating the cha1acte1 "yi, "which, before it was 
used to describe westerners, referred to less-civilized peoples from homelands located to 
the east of China proper. 

2. For explanations of some of these terms, see Cao 1980, 43; Carrington 1977. 79; 
Fang 1994, 13; Goddard 1966, 129; Hsu I98oa, 9; Nakamura 1954, II4; Phillips 1999,277; 
Stainton 1999b, 37. 

3. Even by the mid·eighteenth century, the popular novel Yesou puyan (A country 
codger's words of exposure) still portrayed Taiwan as an island fundamentally different 
from China and orthodox Confucian values, an "allegoric wilderness" populated with 
lethai female sex-demons (Epstein 2001,219-221). 

4. These various names were meant to transliterate the native Austronesian name 
"Tayouan," which in the native Sirayan language means "coastal area" and actually desig­
nated only the area now called Tainan on the southern coastal plain (and which was pur­
chased from the Siraya by the Dutch for fifteen pieces of cloth in 1625) (Hsu Ig80a, 12). 

5. In Hollien, "U bau khaqhau cit-e thi: -gong-cuo." Thanks to David Schak and Ricky 
Pai for supplying this information. 

6. In addition, seventeen were classified as native Austronesian anti-Qing move­
ments, and several other revolts were organized through pioneer and native cooperation 
(Chen 1987, II-I2i Shepherd 1993,130-132). 

7. Annual population growth was 2.2 percent over the period 1683-18II (Ka 1995,39), 
a rate resulting in a doubling every thirty-three years! 

8. The Japanese lost seve1al hund1ed troops to these rebel attacks-but also several 
thousand troops to malaria (Fraser 1988, 94). 

9. Nitobe would become the first chair of Colonial Studies atTokyo University, and he 
was immortalized on the 5,000 yen bill. 

roo These Indian-fighting techniques were also complemented by the Japanese 
regime's own contribution to "savage" management: the first air raids in Asian history, car­
ried out on umuly mountain villages in r913-r914 (Kerr r974, 104). 

219 



II. The japanese government even enlisted the services of a British official adviser to 
help implement the "successful" techniques of British colonial rule in Egypt (Townsend 
2000,102). 

12. Other Taiwanese elites, refusing to become totally "japanized," accepted the anti­
queue movement but resented the attack on the traditional Chinese scholars' robe, form­
ing Societies to Cut the Queue but Keep the Clothes (Duanfa Bugaizhuang Hui) (Wang 
1960,20). 

13. By the late 1920S, many Taiwanese student organizations in China had also come 
to call explicitly for independence as the solution to the exploitation of their island (Lan 
2000, 16-23). 

14. The population, still 95 percent rural, was 4.6 million, including 228,000 japan­
ese, most of whom wele professionals, merchants, industrialists, and bureaucrats (Fraser 
1988, lOO). 

15. Scholar 0 Ikutoku, cited in Tsurumi 1977, 177­
16. The japanese government has never compensated those Taiwanese wounded or 

the families of those killed in World War II on the grotesquely legalistic grounds that after 
1945 they were not japanese nationals. 

17. In fact, during the first several months of the war, more than a thousand cases 
were reported of Taiwanese cursingJapanese officials and police (Lai et a!. 1991, 26). 

18. Technically, the British did not agree to this condition, only that Taiwan "shall be 
renounced by Japan" (Chiu 1973, 2°5-207). What is more, this Cairo Declaration, which 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill noted "merely contained a statement of com­
mon purpose," and the 1945 Potsdam Declaration that confirmed Cairo, are not docu­
ments that under international legal norms could create Chinese title to Taiwan (Chen 
and Reisman 1972, 635-637). 

19. The question is complicated enough that an entire academic subgenre has grown 
around this topic. For example, see Peng and Huang 1976 and Chen and Reisman 1972. 

20. Ando soon would be convicted and sentenced to death as a war criminal, but he 
evidently felt obligated to honor the precise details of the surrender signed by his emperor. 

2I. Also annoying was the fact that the residents of Taiwan cared more about the 
japanese treatment of tllem than they did about]apanese war crimes and brutalities carried 
out in far-off Chinese places like Nanjing or Manchuria. 

22. The PRC made several strikes back against the HOC regime on Taiwan. One mem­
orable example was the drugging of Taiwanese Olympic decathlete C. K. Yang (Yang 
Chuanguang), the world record holder and overwhelming favorite to win gold at the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics, by two traitorous teammates who spiked his event-day orange juice and 
then defected to the PRC (CP 1997). 

23. This did not stop ROC postal authorities from issuing an "International Year for 
Human Rights" set of stamps for r968. 

24. One reason that this peaceful pro-Taiwan sentiment was acceptable to Chiang 
was that the alternative was the rise of a pro-independence terrorist movement. In 1970, 
Chiang had been shot at by radical pro-independence assassins in New York. In 1976, ex­
tremists sabotaged a power station in southern Taiwan and sent a letter bomb to Provincial 
Governor Xie Dongmin that blew off his left hand (Martin 1985, 24-29). In all, these pro­
independence terrorists carried out twenty-one attacks on ROC officials or offices 
throughout the world between 1978 and 1981 (Tyson 1987, 165). 

25. As of August 200l, there were ninety-five political palties in Taiwan, representing 
every possible social, economic, and political platform (CP 08/or/200r). 

26. See Stainton 1999a, 419-435 on the "Aboriginal self-government" movement in 
the 1990s. 

27. At the end of 1999, foreign exchange reserves were U.S. $ro6.2 billion, the third 
highest in the world (Republic ofChina Yearbook 20or). 

28. One unique aspect of this development, seen by many as a possible model for de­
velopment in mainland China, is the overwhelming role of the state in Taiwan's economy. 
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In the .late 1990s, the ROC government and the then-ruling Guomindang owned or con­
troUed about 50 percent of all corporate assets on the island, which accounted for 30 per­
cent of Taiwan's gross national product Gohmon 2000, ISS). 

29. Since Nixon's visit to China, the United States has recognized this claim for thirty 
years, in order to keep healthy economic relations wlill the PRe. Many argue that the 
United States has definite interests in keeping Taiwan and the PRC separate and in avoid­
ing competition with this potentiai super-rich pan-Chinese power. The United States re­
serves the right to sell arms to Taiwan under the Taiwan Relations Act of r979, and thus it 
wins great profits for America's arms dealers. In 1996, when the PRC engaged in provoca­
tive war games and live-fire missile tests in order to disrupt Taiwan's first-ever direct presi­
dential election, the United States sent two aircraft carriers into the region (although not 
into the straits themselves) to guard Taiwan. 

But on the whole, the United States has been very complicit in the PRe's claims on 
the island. Perhaps the firmest show of support for the PRC came during President Bill 
Clinton's administration. When Taiwan President Lee Teng-hui stopped in Honolulu 011 

his way to Central America in 1994, the U.S. State Department denied him a visa even for 
one night after consulting with PRC officials on the issue (Mann 1999, 315). In China in 
r998, Clinton made a "deep, deep kowtow" to his hosts, volunteering in a speech in Shang­
hai that the United States would support no future for Taiwan other than absorption into 
the PRC (BG 1998, A-II). Then, in 1999, the United States for the first time opposed Tai­
wan's bid to rejOin the United Nations (He 200r, 8). 

30. The PRC Ministry of Foreign Mfairs, claiming to represent the people of Taiwan, 
then proceeded to "thank" the international community for its concern and donations, 
an abhorrent move that Taiwan foreign minister Jason Hu likened to China "looting a 
burning house" (Reuters 1999). 

31. In accordance with this "public opInion," plans relating to such an invasion of 
Taiwan make up 52 percent oHhe current PRC military budget (He 200I, 9). 

32. The French foreign ministry did agree to allow First Lady Wu Shuzhen to receive 
the award on Chen's behalf, under the followlng illiberal conditions: that she not pass 
through Paris, that she leave France immediately after accepting the award, and that she 
not speak to reporters while in France (ITO 2001). 

CHAPTER 2. FOWL PLAY 

Author's note: [would like to thank David K.]ordan, Marc Moskowitz, Andrew Morris, and 
the two anonymous reviewers for the University of Hawai' i Press for all their helpful com­
ments and suggestions. 

r. For more on these issues, see Ch'li T'ung-tsu 196I; Esherick and Rankin 1990; 
Goodman 1995; Kuhn I99I; and Rowe 1989. 

2. See, for example, Allee I994; Lamley 198I; Ownby I996; and ter Haar 1998. 
3. See the following groundbreaking works: Chiu Hei-yuan I988; Harrell and Huang 

r994; and Rubinstein I994. 
4. See, for example, Bernhardt and Huang 1994; Huang 1996; Karasawa 1993; Macauley 

1994, 1998; Reed 2000; Zhou 1995. 
5. [ have already published extensively on these Iituals (see Katz 2000, 2001, n.d.) 

and plan to write a book-length manuscript on this subject in the future. 
6. The use of the term "elder brother" suggests that Ch'en and Wang may have been 

sworn brothers. 
7. For more on this cult, see Harrell 1974; Lin r995; 1ai 1997; and Thompson 1975· 
8. For a discussion of scapegoats in the context of Chinese religion, see Katz 1995a, 

1995b. 
9. Implying that the deceased will not enjoy the benefits of mortuary rites intended 

to transform a ghost into an ancestor. 
IO. See also Kataoka 1921, 7. 
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