




U-M. In addition to campus researchers, it has already been in contact
with Holocaust survivors in an effort to make this resource available to
them, their families, and the public, and as stated above, plan eventually
to reach out to intermediate and high schools.

Shaping the Curriculum

At a major institution of higher education such as the University of
Michigan, how can what appears to be a "narrow-interest" database
shape the curriculum and research activities of students and faculty in a
vast array of subjects?

The structure and scope of the SHVA point to its potential applications.
With over 52,000 audiovisual interviews in 32 languages accessible
online, the impact not only on historians, but also on linguists, film
students, and those for whom the interview process is an important
research tool, is enormous. When one considers what the nine basic
experience groups underwent from 1933-1945, the number of religious,
ethnic, national, social, linguistic, geographical, political groups, etc.,
involved, suggest a myriad of topics for study and research.

The Frankel Center for Judaic Studies is clearly one of the most likely
units on campus to integrate the VHA into its curriculum. Recent Center
courses that have examined the Holocaust range from the most
unambiguous vis-a.-vis this topic such as Anti-Semitism and the
Holocaust: Interpretations and Representations, Perspectives on the
Holocaust, and The Holocaust in Cinema to broader categories such as
Contact and Conflict: Jewish Experience in Eastern Europe, Modern
Jewish History: 1880 to the Present, Politics and Culture ofModern
East European Jewry, and Jewish Identities in Europe and America
from the Enlightenment to the Present.

Even broader-themed Judaic courses have encompassed some aspect of
the Holocaust: Israeli Culture and Society, Jewish Identities, Jews in
American Culture, Modern Jewish Thought, and Religious Dimensions
ofModern Jewish Literature.

Beyond Judaic studies, the VHA should impact study and research in the
areas of anthropology, education, film and video, Germanic languages
and literatures, history, linguistics, political science, psychology,
sociology, and women's studies.

More importantly, there are also academic units that seem less obvious
candidates to employ the VHA. These include the following wide and
varied examples: art and design (art work created by Holocaust victims);
economics (Third Reich's confiscation of victims' property as a means of
financing war and genocide); engineering (how engineers facilitated
Nazi mass murder); law (postwar trials of some of the perpetrators of
the Holocaust); medicine (medical experiments conducted by Nazi
doctors); music (uses of music in ghettos and concentration and death
camps); and public health (spread of disease in ghettos and camps as a
deliberate tactic of mass murder).



The Shoah Visual History Archive Project is one the University Library
has embraced wholeheartedly. It is an excellent companion to more
traditional resources offered in both print and electronic form, as well as
to the pioneering Voice/Vision Holocaust Survivor Oral History Archive
(<http://holocaust.umd.umich.edu>) developed at the U-M Dearborn
campus by Prof. Sid Bolkosky. The project team expects that this
extremely rich and informative archive will provide researchers with a
uniquely powerful tool for exploring the Holocaust and invites anyone
wishing to use the VHA to visit a branch of the U-M University Library.
No appointment is necessary. To request an individual or group
instruction session, email <svha-help@umich.edu>. Documentation and
Frequently Asked Questions are available at the project site
<http://www.lib.umich.edu/help/svha>.
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