












esteem of the city's population. According to a recent study, 54

percent of cariocas consider that the beauty of the natural land­

scape is Rio's best asset, and 55 percent consider going to the

beach their favorite pastime (Prefeitura da Cidade 2000a).

Development control and urban design quality along the

waterline together with quality control of the beaches will be

means to invest not only in the construction of the city's inter­

national image but also to respond to legitimate social and cul­

tural expectations and traditions of cariocas. Thus, a compre­

hensive, continuous, and institutionalized care for the

waterfronts will serve to conquer new international markets

and will ensure the beaches as the most traditional and plural­

istic public space in Rio de Janeiro.
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at the 2002 ACSP national conference in Baltimore and to theJournal of

Planning Education and Research reviewers for their invaluable

suggestions.

~Notes

1. Paulistasare those born in Sao Paulo, Brazil's major city. The
rivalry between the two cities started when Sao Paulo turned into
the industrial and financial center, while Rio kept its role as the
nation's capital and cultural center. The popular images show the
paulistaas a hard worker and a formal suit in the private sector and
the carioca as an easygoing beach bum who works short hours in a
public agency.

2. In this respect, Curitiba may be cited as the only example in
Brazil where the strength of its international image and its eco­
nomic success are direct results ofa perfect orchestration oflocal
politics, urban planning, and city marketing (del Rio 1992; Garcia
1996).
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