




































































































































































































































































Western City (1999); “Property Tax Fairness 
Among Local Governments Means Consolidat­
ing Local Governance” Cal-Tax Digest (1999); 
“How Cities Put Dollars to Work” Western 
City (1999) 
Background: Former Principal Management 
Analyst for the City of Sacramento; 
Consultant for Cities of San Mateo, Milpitas, 
and Daly City 

Michael	 VP and Director of Research 
Dardia	 Sphere Institute

1415 Rollins Road, Suite 204 

Burlingame, CA 94010 

t: 650.558.3980 x32 f: 650.558.3981 

dardia@sphereinstitute.org 

Expertise: Redevelopment; Regional 

economics; Property taxes; Housing; 

Workforce issues
 
Education: Ph.D. Public Policy Analysis, 

RAND Graduate School of Policy Studies
 
Publications: (Include) Co-Author: “Wage 

Mobility in California: An Analysis of 

Annual Earnings, 1988–2000” (2002); “What 

Explains Crowding in California?” (2002); 

“Searching for a Crystal Ball: Forecasts and 

Long-Range Planning” (2001); Author, 

“Subsidizing Redevelopment in California” 

(1998)
 
Background: Council of Economic Advisors — 

California Workforce Investment Board; 
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Peter M. 
Detwiler 

Dean 
Misczynski 

Economic Advisory Council-California 

Institute for Federal Policy Research; 

San Mateo County Board of Supervisors’ 

Housing Policy Working Group on Affordable 

Housing (1999)
 

Staff Director
 
Senate Local Government Committee
 
State Capitol, Room 410
 

Sacramento, CA 95814
 

t: 916.445.9748 f: 916.322.0298 

peter.detwiler@sen.ca.gov 

Expertise: Local Agency Formation 
Commission; Redevelopment; Public Finance 
(e.g., local taxes, bonds, assessments, fees) 
Education: M.A. Public Policy and 
Administration, Center for the Study 
of Public Policy and Administration, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Background: Instructor, graduate course on 
California Land Use Policy, CSU-Sacramento; 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research; 
San Diego LAFCO 

Director 
California Research Bureau 
Library and Courts Building II (L&C II)
900 N Street, Suite 300 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

t: 916.653.7843 f: 916.654.5829 

dmisczynski@library.ca.gov 
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Expertise: Local finance; Infrastructure 
finance; Public bonds; Growth and 
development; Transportation 
Education: B.A., M.A., Stanford University 
Publications: “Fiscalization of Land Use in 
California” California Policy Choices (1986); 
Co-author, Windfalls for Wipeouts: Land 
Value Capture and Compensation (1978); 
Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act 
(Cal. Government Code 53311 et seq) (1982) 

Marianne	 Principal Fiscal and Policy Analyst 
O’Malley	 Legislative Analyst’s Office

925 L Street, Suite 1000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

t: 916.319.8315	 f: 916.324.4281 

marianne.o’malley@lao.ca.gov 

Expertise: Local government finance 
Education: M.P.P., Harvard University 
Publications: (Include) “Reconsidering AB 8: 
Exploring Alternative Ways to Allocate 
Property Taxes” (2000); “Why County 
Revenues Vary: State Laws and Local 
Conditions Affecting County Finance” (1998); 
“Redevelopment After Reform: A Preliminary 
Look” (1994) 
Background: Has been staff to most of the 
legislative task forces formed over the last 
dozen years to examine state and local finance 
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Jean Ross	 Executive Director 
California Budget Project
921 11th Street, Suite 502 

Sacramento, CA 95814-2820 

t: 916.444.0500 f: 916.444.0172 

jross@cbp.org 

Expertise: Public finance; Social issues; 
Labor market policy 
Education: M.A. City and Regional Planning 
with a concentration in Regional Economics, 
University of California Berkeley 
Publications: (Include) “Budget Delay Makes 
Case for Structural Reform” San Diego Union 
Tribune (2002); “Falling Behind: California 
Workers and the New Economy” (2000); 
“What Would a Balanced Budget Mean 
For California?” (1997); “New Roles and 
Responsibilities: The Impact of Devolution 
on California and California’s Low-Income 
Communities” (1996) 
Background: Principal Consultant, Assembly 
Revenue and Taxation Committee; Senior 
Consultant, Assembly Human Services 
Committee; Assistant Research Director, 
Service Employees International Union 

Steve	 Dean 
Sheffrin	 Division of Social Sciences 

College of Letters and Science 
University of California, Davis 
One Shields Avenue 
Davis, CA 95616-8572 
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t: 530.754.8925 f: 530.752.3490 

sheffrin@lsdo.ucdavis.edu 

Expertise: Property taxation 
Education: Ph.D. Economics, Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology 
Publications: (Include) Co-author, Property 
Taxes and Tax Revolts: The Legacy of 
Proposition 13 (1995) 
Background: Financial Economist, Office of 
Tax Analysis and the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury; Board of Directors, National Tax 
Association; Director of the Center for State 
and Local Taxation at UC Davis 

Michael	 Assistant Professor of Public Policy 
Shires	 Director 

Murray S. Craig Digital 
Democracy Laboratory 
Pepperdine University
24255 Pacific Coast Highway 
Malibu, CA 90263 

t: 310.506.7692 f: 310.506.7210 

michael.shires@pepperdine.edu 

Expertise: California fiscal policy; State and 
local finance; Higher education policy; K–12 

education finance and policy 
Education: M.B.A. Anderson School of 
Management, University of California 
Los Angeles; Ph.D. Public Policy Analysis, 
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RAND Graduate School of Policy Studies 
Publications: (Include) Co-author: Projecting 
California’s Fiscal Future (1995); “The 
Changing Tax Burden in California” (1998); 
“Patterns in California State and Local 
Government Revenues Since Proposition 13” 
(1999); “The Development of Counties as 
Municipal Governments: A Case Study of 
Los Angeles County in the 21st Century” 
Urban Affairs Review (2002) 
Background: Researcher, Public Policy Institute 
of California and RAND; Business Consultant 
to private companies on strategic planning 
and marketing research 

Alvin	 (see Agriculture) Specialist 
Sokolow	 Cooperative Extension, Public Policy, and 

Governance 
University of California, Davis Extension 
One Shields Avenue 
University of California, Davis 
Davis, CA 95616 

t: 530.752.0979 f: 530.752.5855 

ajsokolow@ucdavis.edu 

Expertise: Farmland and land use policy; 
Community governance and politics; 
Local public finance 
Education: Ph.D. Political Science, University 
of Illinois 
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Publications: (Include) Co-Editor “ California 

Farmland and Urban Pressures: Statewide and 

Regional Perspectives” (1999); “Farmland 

Policy in California’s Central Valley: State, 

County and City Roles” (1997)
 
Background: Associate Director, Rural-Urban 

Issues, UC Agricultural Issues Center; 

Professor of Political Science, UC Davis, 

1965–1992 

Robert W.	 Professor 
Wassmer	 Department of Public Policy and  

Administration 
California State University, Sacramento
6000 J Street 
Sacramento, CA 95819-6081 

t: 916.278.6304 f: 916.278.6544 

rwassme@csus.edu or rwassme@attbi.com 

Expertise: California Public Finance (Property 
and Sales Taxation); Urban Sprawl 
Education: B.S. Economics, Oakland 
University; M.A. Economics, Binghamton 
University; Ph.D. Economics, Michigan 
State University 
Publications: Editor: Readings in Urban 
Economics: Issues and Public Policy (2000); 
Co-author, “Bidding for Business: The 
Efficacy of Local Economic Development 
Incentives” (2000); “Why Growth?” (2002) 
Background: Visiting consultant, Senate Office 
of Research 

134 



This Guide was produced by the California Policy Forum through
a collaboration of eight non-profit organizations who share a 
common commitment to greater public understanding about growth
in California: California Center for Regional Leadership, California
Futures Network, Center for Governmental Studies, Cities Counties and
Schools Partnership, Environmental Policy Center, Latino Issues Forum,
League of Women Voters Education Fund, and San Diego Dialogue.
Funding for this Guide was provided by a grant from the William and
Flora Hewlett Foundation and the James Irvine Foundation.

This Guide was produced in collaboration with EMS West, a non-profit
communications organization dedicated to expanding and improving the
quantity and quality of media coverage of environmental and public
health issues which impact the West.

Contact Information
 

California Futures Network 
564 Market Street, Suite 715E 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
t: 415.395.9333 f: 415.395.9344 / www.calfutures.org 

EMS West 
1007 General Kennedy, Avenue #8 
San Francisco, CA 94129 
t: 415.561.2325 f: 415.561.2328 / www.emswest.org 
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